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MY LITTLE GENTLEMAN.

BY L. M. ALCOTT.

No one would have thought of eall-
ing him so, this "E"" refooted,
frecklefaced Jnck, who spent his da;s
u:-ryiuﬂ market basketa for the butch-
ers, or cleaning clothes for Mre.Quing,
selling chips or grulibing in the ash-
heapa [or cindera. But he was honest-
ly earning his living, doing his duty
as well an be knew how, and serviog
| those poorer and more helpless thau
himsalf, aud that is being & gentleman
in the best sense of the fine word, He
hae 0o heme but Mrs. Quinn's garret
—and fur this he paid by carrying the
bundles and getting the cinders fur her
fire. Food and clothing he pivked vp
as he could ; aod his only friend was
little Nanny, Her mother bad been
kind te him when the doath of hix
futhor loft him alone in this world ;
and when she, too, passed away, Lhe
boy tried to show his gratitude by
comforting the little girl, who thought
there was no ono in the world like lier
Jack. ,

Old Mrs, Quinn took care of her,
waiting until shis was strong enough to
work for himself; but Nauny had
Lieen aick, and eat nbout, a pale, little
shudow of her former self,with a white
film slowly eoming over her pretty
blue eyes. This was Jack’s great
trotible, and he couldn’t whistle it away
as he did his own worries; fur he was o
cheery lad, and when the baskets were
beavy, the way long, and the weatner
Litter cold, his poor clothes in rags, or
his stomnch empty, he just whistled,
aud somehiow Lhings seemed to get
right. But the day he carried Nunny
the first dandelions, and she felt fur
them jnstead uf looking ut then,ns she
said, with such pathetie patience, in
her little face, “1 don't see them but I
know they are pretty, and I like ‘em
lots,” Jack felt as if the blithe sprin
suushine was all apoiled, and when hﬁ'
tried to cheer himself uhwllh a good
whistle, his lips trembled so they
wouldn't pucker,

“I'he poor dear’s eyes could be cured,
I win't & doubt; but it weuld take
aight of money, and wha's ngnini to
pay it?" said Mrs. Quinn, serubbing
.‘"f ut her tub. i

“How much money 7' asked Jack.

“A hundred dollurs, I dare say.
Dr. Wilkinson's eook told me ouce
that he done something to a lady's
eyes, and asked a thousnnd dollars for
ie."”

Jack sighed a long, hopeless sigh,
and went away to fill the water pais,
but he remembered the Ductor's
name, and began to wonder how many
years it would take to earn a hundred
dollars,

Nanny was _very patient; but, by
and by, Mrs. Quion began w twlk ol
sending her to some alms-house, for
she was too poor to be burdened with
the helpless child, The fesr of this
nearly crushed Juck’s heart; avd he
went sbout with such an anxious fave
that it wua a mercy Nnuu[y did noetsee
it. He was only twelve, but he hud n
hard load w cerry just then; for the
thought of his Litsie friend, doomed to
lifelong blinduess for want of little
mouey, tempted hm to steal more
than ouce, aul gave him the frat
fierce, bitter feeling a;niun those bet-
ter off than be. When he earriml
nice diuners o the great houses and
suw Lhe plenty that prevailed there, he
couldn’t belp fechpg that it waen't
fuir for some to huve sn much, und
uthers s little.  When he saw prety
children playing in the dark, or driv-
Ing with their mothers, so guy, 80 well
cared fur, so tenderly loved, the boy's
ayes would 611 to think of poor liwle
Nanny, with na friend in the werld
bul himsell’ and he was 8o powerless
w help her.

When be one day mustered courage
to ring the dector's bell, begging
#ea him a minute, aud the servant sn-
awered gruffly, we he shut the do.r,
“Go aleng ! fw can't be bothered with
the like of you!" Jack clinched his
hands hard as he went down the steps,
and suid to bimself, with & most un-
hoyish tone, “I'll get the money somes
how, wid maie him let me in !’

He did get it, aud in & most unex-
pected way; but he never furgat the
desperate teeling that eame to him
that day, and wll his life long he was
very teader to people who were tempt-
ed 10 their tme of trouble, aud yielded
#5 he wus saved from doiog, by whai
seenied an sccident,

Bome days after his attempt at the
doctor's, as he was grubbing in & new-
}; deposited ash-heap, with the biter

seling very bad, aud the trouble very
heavy, he found a dirty old peckei-
book, and put it in his Lowm without
nto‘rpin to examios it, for many boys
nd girls were seratching, like & brood
of ehickeus, a!l around tim. and the
pickiugs wero uousually good, s no
time must be lost.

“Finding is baving,"” wus one of e
laws of the ash-heap hunters ; and oo
|ona thought of disputing another's
right te the spocne and knives 1hat or
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casionally found their way into the
ash barrels; while botiles, old shoes,
rage and paper were artieles of truffio
among tiem. Jack got a good basket.
ful that day, and when the hurry was
over, sat down to rest and clear the
dirt off his face with sn old silk duster
which he had picked out of the rub.
hish, thinking Mrs. Quinn might wash
it up for & handkerchief. But he didu't
wipe hin dirty face that duy, for, with
the rag out tumhled & pockeibook ;
aud on apening it he saw money. Yes
a roll of bills, with two figurea on all
of them, three tens and one twenty,
It took his breath away for a minute ;
then ha bugged the old book tight in
hoth hands, and roeked o aud fro all
in A heap amang the uyster shells and
old, rusty tin kettles, saying to him-
self with tears running down his
vheeks, “O Nanny! O Nuony ! now I
can do itl"”

Idun't think s basket of cinders
ever travelar! at such a rate hefore ns
did Mra, Quinn's that day; for Jack
tore honie at a great pace, and burst-
ing into the room waving the old dast-
er and lhmllil!F, “Houoray! I've got
it! I've got it !’

It is no wonder Mre. Quinn thought
he had lost wite, fur he looked like a
wild bay, with his face all streaked
with tears and ashes, ns he dunced =
double ghuffle till he was brouthless,
then showered tho money in Nunny's
lap, and hugged her with another
Hawray, endedwith a choke. When
they got him quiet and heard thestory,
Mrs, Quina dutnpened his jn[: by tell.
ing him the money did not belong 1o
him, and he ought to advertive the
same.

“Bot I want it for Nanny!" eried
Jack, “snd how can I find who owus
it, when there are ever so many bar
rels emptied in that heap, and ne one
can tell where they come fram ",

“Ii's very likely you wou't find the
owner, abd vou can do as yeu please,
buc its honest to try, U'm thinking, for
some poor girl mny having lost her
earnings in that way, and we would-
n't like that ourselves,” said Mrs.
Quiun, turning aver the packet-hook
and carefully searchiog for a clue to
its owner.

Nauny looked vory sober, and Jack
grabbed up the money na ifit was to
preciovs te lose. But be wasn't com-
firtable about it, ngd nfter a hard
fight with hinself he consented to let
Mrs. Quinn vonsult their policemnn as
to what they should do, He was n
kindly man, and when he heard the
story, said he'd do what was right,
sud if he could not find the owner,
Juck could have the Gty dollars buck.

How hard it was to wait, how Jack
thought and dreamed of his wmoney,
day and night! How Nanny ran to
the door te listen when a heavy ste
came up the stairs! And how wiull"lll:—'
ly the poor darkened eyes turned to
the light they lunged to see again,

Honest John Floyd did his duty,
but he dido't find the ewner: so the
old purse cume back at last, nnd now
Jack could Kkeep it with elear con
ecience. Munoy wus asleep when it
bappened . rnd as they sat counting

the bey, “Jack, you huad better keep
this for your self, I doubt if its enoug
to do the child any good, and you
need elothes and shoes, und a beap of
things, let alone the buoks you hunker
after so mich, Ivain't likely you'll
over find nnother wailet, Tis'all luck
shout Nauny's eyes ; and muy ha you
aro throwing asay & chauce you'll
never have aguin.’

Juck leaned his head on his arm,
and started at the money all spread
out there, nnd it looked 8o magniticent

]m him that it seemed as if 1t oould

buy him half the world, He did veed
cluthes ; his hearty buy's nppetite did
long far better food; and, ohl how
sulendid it would be to gn and buy
the books he bad wantad so long—
the books that would give him & ase
uf the knowledge that was more en-
ticing to bis wide-nwake young mind
thun clothes wud food w bis posr it
tle body, It wasa't wo easy thing o
do, but ha was so used to muking
small sacrifices that the great one was
less hard ; and when he hud hrooded
over the money a fow minutes in
thoughttul silence, his eyes went from
the precious bitsof pupertuthe dear lit-
tle fuce in the trundle bed, and he
said with a detdrimived nod, “1'll
give Nauny the chsunce, and work for
wy things, or go without them,

Mre, {}uiuu wus a musiter-of-fact
body , bui her hard old face softened
when e suid that, and she kissed Lim

wd-night alwost we gently at il she
ad been his mother,

Next day Jack presented himself
at Dr. Wilkinson's door, with the
money iu one haud and Nauny in the
uther saying boldly to the gruff’ serv.
art, “I want w see the dector, I can
pav, 5o you hud better lot mu in."”

I am nfraid crosa Thomas would
huve shut the door in the buy's fuce
afaiu if it had not been for the little
blind gtrl, who looked up at bhim so

implaringly that le CO'IITd not resist
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the mute appesl.

“Tha doctor's going owt : but may
be he'll sea you io a minute:” and
with that he led them into w room
where stoud & man putting on his
gloven,

Juck wan & modest boy ; but he was
so afrmid Nanny would lose her chance
that he forget himeelf, aud told (he
little story as fast us be could <told it
well, too, | faney, for the doctor list.
eved attentively, his eyes going from
the boy's eager, flushed En to the
pale putient aue beside him, as if the
two lile figures, shubby though they
were, illusirated the story better thay
the finest antist could have dune.
When Jack ended, thie duetorant Nan
ny on his kyee, und sfler examining
the film & minute stroked*her pretty
hair, and said so kindly that she

bis, “1 think [ can belp you, my dear.
Tell me where you live, uud [l at.
tend to ivat ouee, fur it's high time
sumething was dove.”

Jack told bim, adding with a manly
air, ns be showed the money, 1 oun
puy you, sis, if fifty dollars is enough,”

“Quite enongh,” swid the docier,
with a droll smile,

“If it isn's I'll work for the rest, if
you'll trust me. Plense suve Naouy's
eyes und Il do anythiog o pay you!"
eried Juck, getting red 1o the fuce and
choky in his enroestness

The doctor stopped smiling, and
held out his hand o a grave, respeet.
ful way, us he suud, “I'll trust you, my
boy.  We'll cure Nuvay first, nnd you
nid [ will eetule the bill aflerward.”

Juck was pleased with this, it was
genilemanly way of doing things, nud
he showed his satiluction by smiling
all over his fuce, and giving the big,
white band a hearty shake with both
his reugh oues.

The doetor was a busy man ; but be
detained them sometime, for there wus
no children v the five house, and it
seemed plenswnt to huve a little girl
on his knee und a bright boy to staml
beside his chair; and when at last
they botl wout away they looked as if
e had given them seme magie medi-
cive, which made them forget every
trouble they had ever known,

Next day the Fwd wan came to
give Nauuy her chance. She had no

[doubt and very little fear, but lovked

up at him a0 confidingly when ali was
rendy, that he stuoped down and kiss-
ed her soltly befure he touched ner
eyes,

“Let Jack hold my hands; thea Tl
be still, sud not niind iF it burts me,”
she suid. ®o Juek, place with anx-
iety, sut down betore her, and Leld the
little hands steadily in his, all througl
the minutes that seemed so long w
b

“What do you see, my ehild " in.
quired the doclor, wheo he had done
sumething to buth eyes, with a skillful
hand,

Nauny leaned furward with the film
uhl gone, and aoawered with u little
cry ol joy that went to the hearis who
beard i, “Jack’s tace! 1 ses it! ob,
I swe it!”

Ounly a freckled, round fuce, with

the dingy bills, Mrs, Quinn said to fwet eyes aud tightiy set lips; but o

Nuuny 1t was as bewunful as the fave
ot annogel; sl when she was laid
with buudaged eyes to rest, it haouted
ull her dreams, for it was the face ol
the little friend who loved her best.
Nunny's chance was not & fuilure;
nuidt when she saw the next dandelinns
he brought ber, ull the sunshive caine
baek tutn the warld by ighter than ever
for Juck. Well wight it seem s ; for
Fis fitry dollurs brought him many
things that money selduin huys, The
doctor woulidu't tnke it at gr.t. biut
when Juck suid, i g wnlul wee the
ductur liked, although it mnde him
srntle, “It was & burgaio, sie, 1 wish
w puy wy debis; wud | shnot tew
huppy it Navay don’s have it all for
her eycs, Plewse do! I'd rather'—
then e socepted 1t und Naouy did

have 1ty vt vpoly for ber eyes, tut in
cluthes, wod foord, widl  care, muny
tinnes over; e it wus iovested in ow
bank that puys good interest un every

faile 8o giveu,

Juck discovered that fity dallars
wis tur less than most peaple would
bave had to puy, aod begged enrnestly
to he allowed o work tor the rest.
I'he doctur ugreed to this, and Juck
becwine his ereund boy, serving him
with & willinguess that made a  pleas-
ure of duly ; soun fuding that muny
comforts quistly got iuto his life; that
mwuch bulp was givan without words ;
and thut the days of hunger and rags,
bheuvy burdens and dusty ash-heaps
were gune by Jurever,

The huppiest hours of his days were
spent ln the doctur's clinise, when he
made his rovnd of visits; for while be
waited, the buy studied or read, snd
while they drove bither and ihither
the deetur conversed with bim, finding
an esger mind us well as & tender |
heart aud & brave spirit yuder the
rough jacket of bis little serviog man.
But he never called Lim that ; ?or re-
membsriog the cheerfulpess, sell-deui-

al, honesty apd lopalty to those he

uestied her little hand coufidingly in 1

- - —
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ments masi Lie puid for in advance,
Job work, Caxh on Delivery.
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loved, shown by the boy, the

doctor proved his respact for the vir.
tues all men should envet, wherever
they are found, and alwsys spoke of
him with a smile, ns “My Littla Gen.
teman,"—From dunt Jo's Serap Bag.

-
AJNURNING EYE-OPENER.

Calling & boy up in the morpin
ean hardly ba classed uuder the hus
of “pastimes,"” espucially if the boy is
fond of exercise the day befure. And
it in » little singular that the next to
the hardest thibg to getting him into
it. There is rarely a mother who is a
success at rousing n boy. All moth.
ers know this; so do their boys. And
vol the mother seema v go at it in the
right way. Bbe opens the duor and

insinvatingly observes; “Johmny."”
here iz no response, “Johony."
Still no response.  Then there is &

short, sharp “John,” fullowed by a
rrulunpd and emphatic *“John”
Tenry,” a moment later, A grunt
from the upper regions signifies that
an impression has been made, and the
mother is thus encouraged to atld,
“You'd better be getting down here Lo
breakfast young man, before I go up
there and give you sumethivg yeu
will feel."” This so sturtles him that
he immediately goes to sleep again,
And the operation has to be repented
several times, A father knows noth.
ing ubout this trouble. He merely
opens his mouth as & soda bottle ejects
its oork, and the “John Henry" ‘that
cleaves the air of thut stairway goes
iuto the boy like electricity, and
pierces the deepest recesses of his
very nature. And he hops out of
that bed, into his clothes, and dewn
stairs, with & promptuess that is com-
mendanle. It is rarely & boy allgws
nimself to disregurd the paternal
summons, About once & year is con-
sistent with the rules of health. He
saves his father a‘,nat many steps
by his  thoughtiuluess.—

Nowa,

-

A story ia told of a Freuch gentle-
man, who having lost the bulk of his
Npﬂ'ff though the rascalities of
riends in whom he trusted, crowned
it all by the loss of his mental balance,
aud for the remainder of his days
found his ouly delight in ridin
omnibuses and pussing fares from
pussengers to the driver, takiog care
when change was relurned to add to
it & sou or two frem his own pocket
and watch the effect of the receiver.
In nine cases out of ten, ns the stor
goes, the passenger, couuting over his
change und finding as be supposed
that the driver had chented himself,
would look bewildered for 8 momesns
and then pocket the change with »
chuckle, The specinl delight of the
lunatic was in sutisfying bimself in
this wity that uine-tenths of his fellow
men were dishonest if they only had
the opportouity.

The Baogur Whigand Courier aaya
that u nervous man in the sleeping-car
on the night train from Bt 5.,1.;. a
few nights since, was awake when the
train stopped at s etution, and he
heard the conductor call out “Javkson
Brook.” Jumping from his berth he
seized & companion io the berth above
iim, dragged the unforiuate wmao out
into the nuddle of the car, sod sirove
t rush him to the door shouting st
the same time: “The axle's broke!
The uxle's broke! We're all going to
destruction 1" It was some time be-
fore he was cslmed dowu enough to
uiderstund that he bad misunder-
stood the evnduetor,

Slatington, Penosylvania, claims
the biggest girl. The damsel is »
daughier of Josl Neff, 1en yunu!lv.
mensures fuur feet seven inches in
height, four feet four inches sround
the shuulaers and weighs 138 pounds.
she is well proportioned for vne of her
size, enjoys perfect health, and is as
quick iu ber movewents ss any girl
ol her nge.

A remarkable inatance of the force
of conscience comes from Boeston, A
police officer, who had » pitcher con-
wining » piot of milk stulew from his
dour-step, & fow morpings sioce, was
sieprised to find, svon alter, that the
conscivnce-stricken thief had returned
the pitcher, with four cents tw pay for
the milk,

It does not pay to be » faithful dog
at Hochesier, N. H. A sun lacely
left his newfuundland dog to guard
his sleigh ; a boy utiempted to get in,
whereupon the energetic cauive bor-
rowed half a.pound of flewh from his
leg, ouly to be given up to the frisuds
of the boy and shot,

A Georgia negro who had his ekull
aplit vpen by = spade last spring, fell
Intely from m high scatfolding sud a
crowd gsihered mrovnd bin Lo ses
him dia; but he on'y swiled, borrowed
a chew of tobaceo from the coroner
and passed over on the other side,

Perpetual motion has besn discov-
ered —in the tongue of a life insurssce
ageut. A Boston drummer disputes
| the hener with him,




