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aml she is cold as ice, disdainful, smiliog
contemptuously on my gold, while hen-
ger is gnawing at her bouny heart. I
will =ee her—I will see her! To-night,
this very hoar, now, for the last time, 1
will offer her love, luxary, content, or—
revenge I

Gurdon Avimer, mooey lender, and
richest man io the district, walked op to
the mansion, ascended  1he. portico, and
reached the front door.

Through the half-cartained window he
conld see within the sparsely-fornished
sitting-room.

It held four cecopants—Claie, placing
& homely repast before her sad-faced
mother, ber little sister, and decrepit,
childich old Grandfather Denslow.

“It's my time, it's my time, surely !
breathed Ayimer, feverishly. *“ They
have saold off everything, even to ordina-
ry articles of comfort. They haye lost
every dollar they put into that old imbe-
cile's childish soit at law in the city.
The girl may refuse my love and aid for
herself, but for the sake of her mother,
for the sake of her starving ones, she
will accept me when 1 tell ber that un-
less she does, I, owner aa of
The Cedars, will send them all adrifl, | Th
homeless, with the dawn of Christmas
Dly.

Au&unl bade the anwelcome
visitor of Christmas eve to enter.
“1 um sorry to intrude,” spoke the
hypocrital Aylmer, “bat 1 have a few
words to say to you.”
m“hhnah\hh
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raates at his mercy.

By rightof gold he offered ber it buck
—wealth, luzary, the price of & word of
love.

Ehe was not angry ; she did not even
betray her losthing of the man who had
plotted and waited for three yearn.

She was calm, her face the fave of an
angel, us she said, simply -

“To-morrow, thea. Mr. Ayimer, we
leave your house. As to the rest, [ prowm-
ised Leslic Fent m when he went away
three yesrs since to be true Lo my love
lor him liting or dying, in poverty, saf-
fering, bomelessness. That is my an-
awer, now and always”

Into the face of the rising storm, awak-
ening from its transient slecp, the baffled
Aylmer flung his mad and bitter ravings,
onee free from (be mansion.

He dashed on over the snowy ledges
like 3 being dementad, spurned by the
woman whose lightrst smile he craved
even mare than the glow of all his hoard-
ed gold.

Straight again<t a muflled, wiling fig-
ure he stumbled, recoiled with an im-
precation, snd then stood rooted to the
spot, staring vaguely st a face that to him |
was the face of the dead. !

“ Great heavens!” he gesped, under his |
breath, “ Lealie Fenton!"

“ Pardon me,” spoke the other.

T feur |

to The Cedars 7"

Gurdon Aylmer's breath come hotly, &
demoniac hatred flashed in his eyes. His |
sceents were hoarse and struined as he

Iy discernable.
*Yes, that way.”
Of sll dark deeds the weird pight shut |

into its bieak bosom of gloom, that was |

the most hideous.
Avlmer stood watching the receding |
form. It toiled alony the narrow path,

Suddenly it groped, slid, fell,

A cry of horror rent the air far down
| the snowy cliff-side, as the gullty miscre-
| ant, Gurdon Aylmer flod like one pursued
| by phantoma
A cry vain, despairing, lost:

“ Help!”

CHAPTER 1i.
! Epirits ofevil and good were abroad

| that snowy Christmas eve—spirits of fan-
I cy and porest, 1oo.

Upe bour after Gurdon Aylmer had
dashed from The Cedars an embittered,
revengeful mortal, & silent figure stole

| from Lhe front portals nolselessly, Grand-
| father Denslow.

“Christmoas eve,” be ipiped ; * Christ-
mas eve—an old-time sorm—an old-
time eelebration. Ah! bow the days
sgone, when I lived in the rogged cabin
om the oliff, poor but bappy, come back
to me to-night. Who beeds the snow,
the storm? Ah! this s roval. Oanly
halfa mile and (e Christmas lightsshall
glow like fire-flies.”

Whatever the thoughls or purpose of
the old man, they booyed his enfeebied
| frame 1o breast the storm with 2 laogh
| of stanch disdain. Whatever the delu-
| sien his clouded mind entertained, it

| made bim chockle, and glow, and thrill
as if he were back in his forties.

Where the road turned be uttered a
| ery of dismay, (or some one was coming
| down the path, and ere the old wanderer
! epuld dodge aside, he had reached him.

* Weil, I declare! Grandfather Dens-
low I ejaculated the stranger. “ And
i abroad such apight as this. 1 haves let-
ter for you.”

“For me?”
| *“Yes, the postinsster gaye it to me,
nwi I thought 1'd bring it.™

“Pat it in my pocket—outside coat
pocket—that’s it. I'll open it by and by.”

{  An hoor later, exhausted, he reached
| & dilapidated hut st the very summit of
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Wpﬂ.-ﬂﬁl siippery
rocks, to the but.
'ﬂ’.lm-.h heaven's name | Mer-
! o
E’qudurhdmdud Grand-
futher Densiow, sersce, ecatatic, smid the
glow of twenty blasing candlesand pine-
knots and a roaring, rustling fire, greetesd
ber effasively.
muwmbum to the
hearth. Then she chanced to look down.
A white, muate face showed now. She

W-.Mthhm!h'ndlbpdmor‘

Yuletide playing hee funtustic tricks to
sorrow and delode ?
Na, no, no, Down on her knecs Claire

fell. One thought for beaven, ove for |

love, and then she fainted dead away,
the namwe of the maa beside her, trem-
bling on her agitated lips—the npame
wrilten in snow, tressared in memory,
glowing with every token of fidelity and
fenlty.

“Leslie ™

The dead came back to life; emply
arms and = longing heart o crave no
more, for when she awoke from that
deep swoon the white face beside her
glowed with the warmth of returning
vitality.

And voices sounded without — but
Grandfather Denalow was gone. Whith-
er?

Ab, Grandfather Densiow had read the |

letter !

CHAPTER 1T,
Like a weird romance untapgled, the

eve were all sapplied ere anoiber day
had dawned.
Ehe understoad all, as with little Eli-

bough.
Joy had taken all the palior from that

| lovely face, the haunted eyes were radi- |

ant, and her happy heart was singing.

It was Leslie Fenton she had rescoed
from the ravine, her mourned lover, re-
turned from shipwreck and a terrible
castaway experience, poor as when he
had left her, but true, manly, with stanch
heart and stout hands ready 10 batile the
world once more.

The voices Ulaire had heard outside
the hut belonged te villagers, and they
told her as they remnoved Leslie to The |
Cedars that Grandfather Denslow had

at the town,

And now at noon Leslie, wesk and pale
from his terrible experience in the ravine
bat restored to conscionsness, sat in the
little parior of the manse awaiting the
return of the trio he had insisted on
sending forth for Christmas frimmings,
as he placed golden coins in little Eli
nor’s palm.

“What does this mean T

A gruff voice spoks the demand and

tha room unannounesd, and scowled
darkly at the srray of wreaths and bolly
Sprays.

“It means that I have retorned—too
to redeem the domain your treacherous |
arts have stolen, bat fully able to protect |
and sapport the woman [ wed to- :ng.n
and her devoted friends.”

“Heavens ! You alive 7"

eoiled as he recognized the man lie had
thought to send to his death the night
previous,

“Yes: no thanke to your murderous
kindness. Go, miscreant and asssssin.

possession of her home, whatever your
claim. By that time we will have re-
movedtoa !mmblvr but quite s= happy
4 home. ; this is yet her house.”
The -lummﬁled Alymer bit bis lips,
“Very well, my money or my proper-
ty,” he ground out. “I will show no

| the cliff,

| “Home " he piped;
Ah! what jolly

| gun brought down the game and crowd-
ed aroand the great, broad fire-place, |

| ghoats of the old days with fire and light
and cheer !

He man in, he ran oot of the cabin. He
cast vast armfnis of wood into the fire-
place. He undid his bandie— tallow-
dips and pine-knots.

Then enap, fiash, a lucifer, and the
sommit of White Cliff begsa to glow
and glisten, sureoled with med-lit win-
dows and daseing, rollicking flames, as
they swept up the chimney.

An old man's finey—a vagary that
thrilled damb dispair with intoxication
of action.

“Wailing for Christmas” old Grand-
| father Denslow chirped, and chackled
| and spread nut his thin, trembling bands
to the gratefal heat

And the Christrons was coming, sure;
advancing irresistible as the trail of des-
tiny that marked the snowy whiteness of
the bleax cliff that weinli Decenber
night.

“Help™

Faint, despairing, the cry picroed the
darkness anl gloom. Vagoely discerni-
ble, fiflesn feet below, one hand entan-
gled in & stout dead vine, the body limp,
helpless, she made oot a haman gare.

“It is he! I am soming ' lam coming "
ehe quavered, and the bardy mountain,
girl was down the dangerous shelf, cling-
ing to the vine.

How sha ever drageed the now insen-
sible furm o the cliff she knew npot
Gasping, fear-eved, she looked down at
the huddied fgure.

“Not Grandfather Denslow [" she pant-
ed., “Astranger. Who is be? He lives,
M_I"

She gazed despairingly back the long,
diificoit path leading to The Cedsrs. She
eould never hop.m carry that barden

Should she basten to the village and
sommon help? Ahoot o brush aside
the cape that obscured face of the
mmm:

tlod
radianee blinded her.
umku.dm looked ahesad.
ﬂnenldht.-&milu landmark, was
one red glow of light,

“What does it mesn ™ she bresthed,
sghast. “No one bas lived there for
years, yet some one must be there now.
I cunmot see this stranger, whoeverhe is,
perish of the cold.”

“the old home. |

Christmases when mY | wojee had spoken. Turning he recogniz-
| od & village lawyer and by his side, quiv- |

mercy.”

“Your money ! Mr. Alymer, what is
your claim 7™

The money-lender started. A new

ering with some extruordinary excite-
ment, stood Grandfathe:r Densiow.

“$What is that to you ? he demanded,
surlily.

“Nothing; but my client, Mr, Densiow,
wishes to redeem The Cedars.”

“Eh! he redeem it," sneered Alymer.

“Yes," responded the lawyer. “Justice |
has favored biscavss at last. Fle ,mt
night received & Jetter settling the long

He will pay you vour morigage, dollsr
for dollar, whenever it is presented to
him.

Like the cmaven he was, the baffled
Aylmer slunk from the house.

Then it was given over to joy, festivi-

belis chimed out a happy wedding peal.

The old balls rang again with werry
jollity, the windoWws glowsd with many
lightr, and all the dark shadows and sor-
rows of the past were lost snd boned

—_— e — ———

A Wise Boy.

“You going to hang up yourstocking ™"
nsked the first,

“Yep; are you ™

“Yep. You expecta gun ™

ns“p "

“A dram ™

us“p“n

“A wusic box T

usmp‘o-

“What do you expect ™

“Nothing, Last year [ expected a
twenty-five dollar tool bex and gut noth-

going to expect nothing and mebbe I'l]
gt a Texss pony.”— Detroit Free Prese,

Rheumatism.
is undoubtedly enased by Istic acid in the
blood. This acid attacks the fibrous tis
suea, and canses the pains and aches in |
the baek, shoulders, knees, ankles, bips,

808K | and wrist, Thousands of people have

found in Hood’s Sersaparills a positive
cure for sheamatism. This medicine, by
it purilying action, neutralizes the acid-

lityuﬂhﬂbhnd,ndlhubnildl op and

mhtbo_hbudy
7 She—No, Mr. “:ilh, you zeed not
hope; 1 can never be more than o sister

to you.
He—Excuse me, Miss Hilts, that don’t

Bravely she lifted the lmp form. |go.
Btanchly she plodded vaward—down the

wnnm Christmas to
Iﬂ the sister racket ob me.

sent them and was himeelf safely housed |

Gurdon Aylmer epreared at the door of

Whilte to the lipe the money-lendor re- |

The law allows M. Denslow & month's |

and costly litigation he has been enguged |
in for the sum of ten thoussnd doliars |

ty, and love, aml at even-tide the village |

under the joy, the gratitude, the happi- |
| ness of that blissfal Christmas Day '

ing but & jack knife. This year I bain't |

Doll and dreary indeed wonld dark De
semuber be to s all were it not fur thade
lightful task of planting rod adorning
Chriztmas trees—the trees which are of
more interesl in the honsehold than say

ways pictaring ss the end of his jomrnes
the green flelds and) spreading trees of
ths country home his mother had sa of-
ten described to hlm.

‘Cripple Disk bad been slone sl day
exvept whdn good-natared Mre Reilly,
who lived on the fimt foor, bad mn in
to look after his dinner in his mother's

that ever grew besides ita doors,

of the proper beight for your purpese,

leaves, wherewith to make gariands and

halls, parlors and dining-room.

Plant yourtree in & sl washub |
filled in with brickbais or peving stooes, |
or anything that is hesvy and will keap
it in place, and cover over the tab with

wany of the larger articles, such as books |

| desks, ete, e3n be arranged.
| Those of aur readers who sre the forta-
| nate possessors of & long parse ean par-
chase al the funcy shops every imagina-
| h'[r device for decorating most srtistical-
v aad beactifally—such assilver doves
or sinffed doyes, colored glas hells, flags
of avery kind, gilded stars, tiny locking- |
| ia-as that, if snspended behind the can-
e, will reflect thedr light and make it
t vice ma bright ; befla, wooly 'smbs and |
bon bons of avery description
the toy shops are whole regiments nf
doll, from the most slegant Parisiso belles |
to the knitted mailor bov, for the baby,
| and vast caravans of animals and Noal's

while in

I have lost my way. Can you direct me | broken threads in the experience of | | arks, and tops that surpass des »iption.
Claire DPenslow that mystic thnunu |

Bat in some village bomesal! these ar-
lu‘Iea are oot oblainable, yet the chil-
nlren can manoisctore wany besotifol

drﬁ:utmm for the Christmas tree, in |
pointed down a path unbeaten and bare- | nor snd her wother, at Christmas noon | which they will take quite as much |

With a few sheets of gilt, blue, scarlet,
and siiver paper cut into tiny etrips four
inches in length and half an inchin |
| widih, you can make long chaine to en-
| twine from bough to bough of the tres,
With s bottle of moeilage, paste the

!
|

two ends of bhe strips together umtil |
; then |

hall of thew are made into rings
make up some more by slipplag one end
| throngh two rings and join them fogeth-
| ar. Let the three riogs beconws dry, and
| join them into long garlends. Suspend
| mround the onter branches of the tree !
| from top to bottom. Twenty yards will |
| be needed to trim a large tree, twelve for |
asmsll one.

These paper chains when once masde
can be kept for years i carefully handled.
i (Get a lot of red berries and stringthem
| into chains with s peedle and cowrse
| thread. Eatwine them slso about the

branches, and after the presents are dis-
| tributed break op ithe chains into neck-
| laces and throw sround the wecks of all
| the guests.

If you possess a broken looking-glass
carry it to a glazier and have it cot inte
bits three inches by two. Puste abil of
brown paper over the back of the glass

' and bind the edges with strine of gils or
| | scarlet and bloe papers, and paste a2 bid

| them from the bougha You cannot have
| too many tiny mirrors.

Purchase 3 pound ar two of large wal-
| nuts, cut them into haives and taks out
| the meats. Save them to put intothe
middie of each small frosted cake.

Purchase also a pound of sugared cars-
| wava, and fll half of one of the nut-shells
| with them, and paste on the other hall.
4 paste.
| Inserta bit of narrow ribibon in any

eolor al the top of the mut. Cuat amall
| round or gilt paper and cover it with
and wrap it carefally aboat)the nat, let-

ting the foida of it lie evenle abont the
bit of ribbon.
Muke a8 many as vou can of these, for

| they are the prettiest of rattle boxes and
everybody likes 1o possers such & trophy.

Little lace bags made of bobbinet lace
or wash-illusion, by runningthem togeth-
er with scarlet, biue, and gold-colored
worsteds, and using a bit of it for & string
1o draw them togethér, are also very
pretty and desimble when filled with
| nute, maisina, and segar-plums for the

children,

Bmall apples clossly stuck with cloves
| are also nier to perfame bareas dmwers,
| and a dozen or more will no! come siniss
| upon this most wonderful Lree.

A Christ-child Gr angel, made by dress-
ingadoll inlace and silver wings, is
very decorative when fustroed 10 the
topmost boagh of the tree.

Small candles with a bit of wire thrust
throngh the lower end by heating it ean
l thus be fastened securely to the boughs
of the tree,

Cut ricgs of canlboand and slip over
the candies, and they will ealch their
drippings. Applesand oranges can also
be suspended with thread ain.

Uiher little inventions and contrivances
are sure to be hitupon by young and old
during the time of investing the tree with
| it pretty sdornment, and ia theend a
dazzling picture lsmasle when, on Christ-
mas night, the colored candles are light-

ed, and the eager, happy children gather
{arcund to elaim their long-promised
| gifts, and to distribate their own Christ-
" was presents.
|

-l —
A Sacred Plantin England.

! Mistietos is one of those plants catled
parasites. The mistletos fea gruy, thremd-
| like plant, and you will sometimes see it
about the streets for sale at Christmas
tim-. for, like the holly, it is a Christmas
| plant, mys a writer in “Little Men and
+ Women."
| There are many dilferent kinds of mis-
| tietoe, bat that which grows on the oak
ia the most famous in Englis: history.
l In England, although the people think

a great deal of baviog the mistletoe of
'themk to deck their houses at Christ-

mas, it is not allowed in the charches
I Many, many hundred yeurs age the
misiletoe was a sacred plant in kngland.
The people did not worship Lbhe sus true
God, b they believed in several evil
spirits, and these spirits they warshipped
sod tried to please. For these apirits
they st spart the cak trees,

Their priests were called Draids, and
they built thelr altars in osk groves
There they prayed and sang (heir hymns
| of praise. Dressed in long, white robes
these Druids marched in procession 1o
the cak trees, and cut off the mistleton
with knives of gold. Aficr myiog a
prayer over it they cut it in shart pleces
and gave it s a Sow Year's gift among

crownas and wreathe for adoming the |

of ribbon or paper at the top o saspend '

Use common glue or gum tragaecanth for |

almenee at her work, and the time ha!

Itis welllo selécta tree that has & [ .00 fenvily, more o fore fear that had
regular cone from base to mmﬂ“‘“" been tuggiog at the lad's heart-strings

ever since his mother had mid thst

and op off any brancbes that mny T | poening in reply o & guestion sbout
| fere with its benuty ; and whils selocting | g 060 Claas, “Try not to think sbogt it

| the tree you can also buy quentities of | g Christmas, deer, for | wm afrasd Sants
holly and ivy and mistleton and laarel | o 00 will ot come hers.”

To-morrow was Christomes, and 1 great
iiiﬂ strock Dick as be walkad out in the
street—he woald ssek Sants Clavs. e
| wentto where the shops were thickess,
anud good sround —walting®  Just as be
was staring ul 8 window flled with tova,

he started, for there, close (0 hie, was

a gayly striped flag, and wpon this base | Cooog Mams—at last!

It certalinly was Sants Clans
could be no dosbt about it The
| jolly face, the bright, twinkling
| eyes, the snow-white hair and beand, the
greal far coat and cap, and, ¢ comy plete
| the proof, the capasiouns pockets. fuirly
| overflowing with suggestively uhsp.p:j
| bundies
Dick looked for the pack on his bhae
| bat filt no doubt when he did oo
for of course Sants Claos had left thas st
| home,
A moment this ;.-..-a.u t-fuced
old gentleman felt & timid pall at
coat, and hesnd a ¢

there
.
bine

later,

his

hild"s volee sy
“Please, Mr. Sants Claos wait & min-

e~

| Taming, in astopishment,

| down into a pair of bright,
that went straight 1o his heart

| “What is it, my little man

Traiken]
dark eyes

e

™ bhe asked.
“And what wa2 it you cailed me ™

“Oh, plesse, Mr. Sants Clans, mother

{ they haswened down the cliff side, ladea | pleasure as if they were from the fancy | said she dida't think youu wonld come ¢
| with holly and evergreen and mististoe | ghonsof the city.

' our home to-night, and T wanted o ;.L.;
| you not to forgel.  And bring me a book

if you can spare one,” with an apologetic
| lﬁ"“ﬂf
Bless the child™ And then, just s

! hie was about lo say, with a langh, that
be was not Santa (lans, the child's look
1 of porfect faith, his avident sineerity in
taking him for Santa Clans, swerved bim
| from his purpoee, and he determined he
woukd scespt the role thas strangely
{ throst upon him, If be could obtain the
|ch|!ia address the rest woold be eusy
enongh .

“Well, my boy, tell me whers von Jive,
' 50 1 shall be sure not to forget. Andd then
gt home as quick as you caa, for
cold for a baby Jike you v be ou

“Please, sir, 47, Fielding court, on the
second floor.”

“All right—and your nume?”

“Dick Morton.”

*All right, Dick.
will remember,
there's my car.

“Good-by,
muach,”

His face fairly radiant with happiness,
the child turaed to go, but his eruteh
striking & bit of we it fSew from his
grasp, and he feil beavily, striking his
| head againsl the stone curbing,

Mr. lh_n iton camght him up, Dick
was insensible  Fe secured & carriags,
and [ck came L just as he was carried
into the room where his mother, with a
frightenad look, greeted him,

“Waen't Santa Clans oo 1o bring me
| home, mother ™
| going to forget me

Mra. Morton o ged! ap in wonder, but
| the old gestleman warned her by a
glince not to undeceive the child. So
absorbed had she been in the little fel-
low that pot till now bad she looked Mr.
Hamiiton in the face, and it was evident
that she recogpized him.

When be left the room she fllowsd

L oo

Be sure Sunts Claos
But, bilews my
Good-by, my boy.”
sir, and I thank you so

LN

eried, “and he jan't

| bim, and in the hittle entry said onder
| her bremth, that Dick might not hess
| “Mr Hamilton, dont you remember

Mary Benson, who lived st Pleasant Val-
| tey vears ago ™
“Bless my soul!" Thisscemad 1o he
| & favorite exclumation of the old gentle
| man. “Sure enongh, it s lide Mary
| Benson, but you have changed sinoe Lhe
days | knew yon.™
| “Ah, ye= mdly changed, | know.
| row and sickness Lake oue's youtls away
w0 quickly. Bui you look just the same,
{only a littde older. "!Lmnl
| Shall I ever see
again 7™
|  Mr. Hamilton gave a littlo jump
I “The very thing ! Mrs. Morton, if you
| had an opportunity to go to Pleasant
Vialley and earn an honsst living, woull
you go¥

“Du'it! Oy, sir, how can you doabt it?
| Bat it is impossible.”
| “Notatall. Notstall. Hers, I have
ben husting throngh intelligence otlices
for & week to find an honest, tidy Amer-
iean woman (o tuke charge of my sister
Deborahb’s housshold affairs. OF course
yon remember Aunt Dol as evervbody
calls her. She will stay at the old r}"'l.r-
stead, and refices all Gor entreaties o
| come to o=, She wanls a cuupagion.
The work will not be hand: yon will
have 8 good home, the compensation
will be fair. What ds you sy ™

“Mr. Hamilton, bow can I thank you
Indead 1 will.”

And with a promise to send & bandle
for Dick's Christmas and o see her Aguin
in u day or two, he wus pone, lesving Ler
almost dazed with ber good fortune,

What & Christruas that was for Dick. to
be sare. When he awoke it was to Gol
that Sants Clans had indoed kept his
promise. Nt only the book be had
longed for, Lut tove, soeh s he hal pev-
er dreamed of possessiog, and sweet-
meatls innumentide, greeted his wooder-
ing eves Lhat brght morsisg And to
compiete bis happiness came the know)-
odge that be was W go to his mother's
old bowe, sad that he wosld realize his
dream of dashing over those cery shin-
ing tn:kl he could see rrom the window.

-~

Palerfamilie—"AbL, it ‘lnu my heart
good to see your Christuins trees. When
I was a boy 1 used to go out in the woods
and cut my own trees What do you
charge for treea™  Dealer (stiffly ) —*We
do not eell by the tree”™ “0 [ mmem-
ber. Height must be considered. Well,
how sutch are they 2 ©ot™ “We do
not sell by the fuot, sir. We sell by the
inch.”— Philadeiphia Record.

—— e

“I kpow | ought to be thankfulto Mim=
Sayder” said Merritt, “bus [ don't ses
how I ean b

“How's that ™ asked Cobwigger.

“Why, “returned Merritt, “she made
mea pair of siippers that are several

-t i

Valley,
the dear oid place

the people, who kept it carefully.

times too lange."—Juder,




