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here, thirty years goue, he was a

you saw. Miss Alice, she was the
oldest. & golden-haired little beanty, |
'and master Frank, he was a fine boy,
|almost a baby then, sir. From the
| very first Mr. Chauncey was kind to |
| me. When the family would be off|
in the sgummer. he used to give me |
|the keys, and I was to lock in every |
night and morning to see thht noth-|
When the family '

wasn'l o use, sir; we never found a |
trace of him, and the girl he'd mar-
ried was goue, too,

*Thines went on gloomily enough |
in the big bouse after that,

marry, and Mr. Chauncey he got
sterner and silenter every day. T
used to meet him sometimes pacing |
up and down the walk at night, but |

| but e to look after Master Frank’s | the old man was crying like a baby: | hoping thereby to secure a plentiful

Miss |

Alice she didn't seem minded to|
i them, anyway ?

head, and the same handsome wil-| .o didn’t come. So she told David

air, the com-
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apples and pears

1, bage fall, sacks fall

“Bear good

night I thought it all over.
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Alice was off, and there was nobody |there in his father’s old room, and

wife and them two blessed children, |and that boy he was patting his
and what could I do fit for such as|cheek with his little hands. When
David said Miss Alice was lighting

“] gsed to go up to see 'em every |the tree, the little fellow jumped to
day afier that, and Miss Nell—that's | 2o but his grandfather he seized
the little girl—and little Master|hold of him, and said, quite calm

fruit year, and should the sun shine
on Christmas day they look upon it
as an augury of an ahundant crop

According to folk lore it is consid-
ered luck for the festival to full on
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did not know his age should sot
have been debarred of wmatrimony
in the vicinage if he looked to be
old enough, and eould swear to hia
probable age. The license sct was
not intended to binder proper mar-
ringes. It aima solely to wake im-
proper marrisges more difficuls to
bring about.
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