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A KEY TO THE MYSTERY,

I was buta poor mechanic in those
days—s locksmith by trade—in-
dustrious, zealous and in love, as
many & good fellow before me has
been and will be again, I doubt not.

But marriage was a thing of the
futare, and each time it came near-
er it seemed to slip ahead again, and
leave poor Emily and me as far
from our goal as everand with faint-
er hope each time. s

1 had & mother and an invalid
sister to support, and somehow or
other lJocks wouldn't get out of re-
nair, or need repairing in suflicient
sumbers to enable me to add a little
vife to my list of womankind.

Emily was a deft little seamstress,
and slowly, but steadily went on
carning her wedding outfit saving
cheerily : 1

“Remember the tide in every!
man’s life, John. Some day you'll
tnke it atits full, and fortune will|
foliow.” |

Bless the patient little woman she |
did predict the truth, I

An order came one day for the re-|
pair of & trunk lock in a distant|
partof town. 1 wondered a little, as |
with my bag of tools I hastened to|
obey the direction, that I had been
sent for—such a distance from the|
place—and whether there were not |
locksmiths in that neighborhood.

By an odd chance Emily’s word
came into my mind, Was my tlide|
about to tum. i

I found the house—a small, plain
cottage, with nothing about it indi-
cative of magic power, but rather
surpesting that the inmates were
waiting a3 well as Johin Rhodes, for
the way to fortune.

A swoel-faced gird, refined and
well bred, admitled me and witha|
sinile led the way at onceto the |
\\'nrk .'-]lt' wished dote, ‘

It was in the front bedroom—a
well worn trunk that had seen its
best duvs and was rather rickety |
ubout the backles and lock.

I sct about the repairs at once, as i
the young lady’s manner indicated
haste, and while busily employed
thought how much better this little
five roomed house would suit Emily
and me than the very evident supe-
rior condition of the fair girl 1 was
working for.

Ia an arm chair by the window sat
an eldedy lady who seemed to
waleh my work with gentle curiosi-
iy, and beside her sat the young
girl, speaking in a low tone, asif
Hending.,

“You work hard,
lady, kindly.

“Yes, ma'‘am, from sunrize {o sun-
set,” 1T answored, filing awav at the
old lock.

“My mother has

air ?
g

said the

a greal sympa-

thy for workers," laughed the youny '

girl, patting the elder lady's pretty
hand, “and thinks I am to be pitied
hecaunse I belong to the kive of hu-
man bees.”

Ilooked at her. She esuldn’t do
hard work, 1 thought, with those
¢l fingers and rosy checks—mu-
gic or teaching, perhaps, at the
most. -

“Never mind, mother dear, my
tide will turn some day.,” she laugh-
ol again, as I finished my =mall job
und arose, “and then what a forfune
it will lead on to.”

She was like my Emily cheering
herself with hits of pretty sayings,
ot out of books, :xm‘ it made me
feel kindly toward her, a= if I would
like to serve her.

My change came, strange to say,
before long. As she paid me my
due, which I made purposely small
for the sake of Emily’s cheering
words, she asked quickly |

“Wonld o lot of odd kevs b of|
servioe to you? We have such a big
bunch that it is only in the way,
and we wonld thank you to take
them.”

It suited me very well, as I conld
“‘Urk lh(‘ln over l'.l'lll EAVE on 111['!:1.
#0 I took them gratefully as she
held them up, jingling, in a big
heap.

“Ah," she said, half sadly, “if we
oaly had now the closets and ward-
robes and all the locks those keys
once fitted, how quickly woald our
cares fade awayl Tis hard, hard to
:_ve £0 poor when our loved ones suf-
T

I eonld not enswer for she did
not seem to speak to me, bat felt
still more willing to help her.

She Jet me out the door kindly.

"1 am glad I went Ly your shop
by chance,” she said, “and decided
to give youa job, for I think vou
look conscientious. Good bye!?

I went home thoughtfully pon-
deving over this new experience.
Was the tide coming in ?

As I bung up the tool in its
place I remewbered umh:f 8 the
young lady had given me, and took
them out to see 1f I could fit them
to some locks then awaiting keve.

As I took up the bunch one kev
struck my notice. The like I had
g mﬁd 1 hwwl mf.h“
il was never wro ¥ o locksmith
this side of the Atlantic, but came,
no doubt, from strange lands, where
th? needed such curious things to
hide strange doings. It was a flat
piece of steel about two inches long,
and had four slits in the square end,
tw? on ;:c;d side.

woadered what use it had ever
served, and if it belonged to the
young 'shl_::fpier
mng a thinking man, and little
given o romance I Lung yp the
went 1o work at my
ne more of the
inmates of the

But the next day I was made t
vecall them by a strange minci?
I wae sent fur 10

lof the box, and to stroggle for it if
| necessary,

'to the shop for what 1 need ?” I ask-

“You are sent for now to do the
same thing,” ehe cried out, fiercely,
and you must do it. I can trust no
other smith with the mystery—you
look trustworthy.” T

A second time 1 was receiving a&

mmpﬁ_n‘ent for.my good phun face, “Well, they are innumerable,”|here in close application to | rough courts were established and ed in his homeward flicht by a long | Fowdy At ?:-':nn Dat? Sl iyt :
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e dup the box, remember- | 0us And almost unacconntable. Like |of buresucratic centralization. The |gold dust had been taken from Uhe | yont nrotests of indignant commit- S0LD BY ALL DRUGGISTS AKD DEALI™ T, ] et e
loxed ap; ! sailors, engineers are very supersti-| czar is an early riser, and the labors | der a miner's bunk by one of his |4o0q and Jong and importuant bills ~1¥ MEDICINE, il § DRy casept S

ing it then very well, also the long
hour I worked at fitting keys to its
singular lock without success, while
the dark woman walked the floor
then as now, with savage haste.

I mechanically drew out my keys,
and they fell with a ecrash to the
floor, for the first one I looked at
was the strange key I had gotten
from the young girl, and in a mo-
ment 1 knew thatit belonged to this
square metal box. And I knew
further, by inetinet. that great wrong
had been done through this strange
key and its mystery, and that it |
had fallen to my lot todetect it.

| heard the tide coming in, now,
full and fast: <1 bent down to pick
the kevs, and like a flash the young
girl’s word came into my mind.

" AR, if we only had the locks
those keys once fitted how quickly
would our cares fade away!”

I secreted the steel key in my
palm, as I held up the bunch to
v
“] need a piece of steel—you see
these will not answer—with slits in
the equare end, to open tkis box—"
She interrupted me wih a quick
petre.
“Yes, yes!" she cried brokenly
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The ordinary sitting-room of the | dered man “got the drop on him." [y

storms and accidents, make passen- _
other public offence was

traine late § iving at st am ¢ gone, and the setling |
ger trains in arrivi .

' , Genere! Bodil
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tions ?” inquired a Post correspond- | furpiched apartment. Little ele- theft; that was so contemplibly |qwov from the rostrumed field, | =
ent of Division Superintendent|gunco or oPment. js notioeable, | mean and so vitally effected the it headed for the Nationsl Surgical| 700tk Eer crd Hoadeche, Frosted,
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England Road, at his office in the

4 unmistakable signs denote that |of safety, that they rarely ever failed
nion depot the other moring.

- And headed that way he was, and
many of the emperor’s hours are|to string the ofiender, even after

fly in that direction he did, foilow- |
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of his day commence at nine in the | working companions, and he had
morning. Till one o'clock he is oc- | been captured with it on his way to
cupied in his study receiving the San Francisco and brought back for |
ministers whe present their daily or |2 quick and effective trial.
weekly reports, and consulting with | “#ave you any counsel ?” asked
them over affairs of the state. It the judge -

is especially significant of the policy, “No, I ain't get no friends, nor

tious. 1 suppose they become so
from the comparitive solitnde and
dangers of their positions. With
only a fireman as a companion they
are out in all kinds of weather, and
I can tell you it isno pleasant thing
for a man to ride at fall speed on a

of expenses from the same, and)
earnest but unheeded expostula-|
tions from the Bureau.

“Let ‘e howl,” the Jester chuck-
led as he tucked his head under the |
Pullman blanket, “let 'em howl; 1
will sleep with scaled lips from here

dark night, peering out of a little[of the present Czar that, while high |any body to talk for me; §o you |, Philadelphia, and 1f any man| SR T T o
window into a blackness made more | officials have often a difliculty 1n | might as well cut the ehinnin’ short’] (1 oama up at three o'slock in'the ¥ B et N9 pi, ¢

black by the bright glare of the|obtaining an interview. His majes- and pull me up.” morning and sasks me to tell him a/ ii:ﬁ‘ W \.“t\ *“E:ﬁ.
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and the little speck of monotonous | deputations,-which are sometimes |counsel for the prisoner, Tll say a quivering Beart and food itto the [ AT B AU
track ahead is all that he can see.|composed of wild Khirgiz sometimes | few words for him,” remarked a| o v o e the Zoo. That is the e Ry
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them unlucky, and believe they are
bound to kill somebody, and so will
refuse to drive them at top speed.
This feeling is almost nniversali
among enginecrs. We have an en-
gine on our road mnow which the
men very much dislike to be as-
signed to. 1 was once on a railroad
in the west which owned an engine

topresent s holy pieture to their |up your client and let him plead to
great father, and to express their the \-lzarg.e." )

loyalty and devotion to his person.| The prisoner stood up and admit-
The cmperor receives one and all |ted the theft, and at the request of
with a stern dignity, which, though | the stranger stated the circumstan-
accompanied In most cases by alces which bad tempted himto take
cortain kindness of manner always |the dust. He had just gotten a let-
leaves theconvietion that Alexander | ter from his wife in the States, in
111 feels himself an autocrat, and ] which she wrote thathermother and

A Miner's Ingenuity,

James MeGlynn, & mmer in the
Hallenback Colliery, at Wilkesbarre
in this State, has found reereation | &
and amusements during the sparc|
time of the past nine vears in the| =
construction of an elabormite elock.

e
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that approach him that they are in | come home, even if he had 1o bor- | abont nine feet high, an:l is incazed

On his way wb town the reporter bor- | ]
the presence of an  absolute, kindly |row the money of some ol his |in an elaborately carved case of

called on Mr. Davidson, of the New IEATLWAY.

York, New Haven & Hartford Road, | master. This species of self-asser- | friends, and she would help him to | black walnut, consist of 405 picces | 1 s OLDEST! BESTUONSTRUUT
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and in conversation upon the topic|tion was a trait in the character|work and pay it back. He also :-Lu-luf finishi. Each of the picces was| EQUIPPED ! and hence ()

that is the lost key ? Ob, ifit had
but been mine long ago!”

She began ber walk aguin,

A thought came ints my mind,
I was determined not to lose sight

!
“Will you let the colored man go |

ed half fearing she would order we
to go instead.

“Yes, yes ! she cried, quickly.

“I will go down and tell him,"” I
said not wishing her to know what 1
weant to do.

Hastily writing a few lines in the
hall below, and wmpping the key |
geourely in the paper, I gave the
man his mistress’ order to carry it
to its address.

'makes t

the mine by the enthu-|
1

he said : of the craperorin  his very eacliest | ted that ashe had been unable to {turned in
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rial cause, but at last, as the train|on whatinstrument he should learn | there were stern, untnoved men in | machinery, so defily arrsoged as to
arrive in New Haven on time, 1 de- |15 perform, Characteristically this |the crowd, all belted round with |produce interesting historieal and
termined to find out the trouble. On | imperious princeselected the trom-| knives and pistols, who knew that | Biblical scenes, 1t is the intention
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ven the engincers were changes, and | which he could produce the greatest |gold dust unsafe; besides  they | number of figures a hundeed assoon
as the time was all right up to that | effect, and, lover of music though he | spoke up rightand left, saying that |as his means, which ave rather lim-
point I knew that time was being | was his performanceappeared chiefly | they got just such letters from home | ited, shail affor’ <uch an additional |

Couneil Blaliy, Omaha
DESYER, LEADYILLE.

\ m - . -
|SALT LAKS, SAN FRANCISCO,

e
“hy :

And then I went back to the dark
woman, and sat down by the box
and waited.

She never eeased to pace the floor.
and now and again raised her hand
with a terrible gesture,

1 thought she was weeping.
last she came to the table.

“What do you thinkis in t
box 7" she said, and a wistful tone
came in her voice, s il he felt con-
fidence in me and wished to hear
me speak,

I felt sudden courage. The yvoung
i:ls voice was in my ears and
made me brave.

“Something that does not belong
to vou,” I said, listening for the
black man’s step.

“How do you know?"
hastily.

The front door surely opened.

“Youranxiety tells me, and—Dbe-
cause I have the key whichyou
never owned. That Lox has been
stolen ma'am !

There were steps on the stairs, but
more than one person’s, [ did not
expect my answer to come thus,
but in that and all that ollowed I
The end eame

At

Jamé
llﬁt

£ F

she eried

no more had & part.
speedily.

“I did not steal it,” came witha
shiriek from the dark woman as the
door opened, and the black man
ushered in the voung girl and her
mother.

Then
sharply,

“Sister "

“Zoe? At last!”

The young girl drew near me as
her'mother wenl up to the dark
woman and eaught bher hands, and
handed me the key. 1 drew the
box toward me. The derk woman
rushed toward the tuble, snd raised
her hand.

“1 call heaven to witness that un-
til two years ago, when my husband
died, I did not know that he had
stolen the box said to contain my
futher’s last will, and truly thought
myself the heiress.” ;

She paused a moment in pain,
clutching her breast.

“I married a gambler, as von
know, but you do not know thnt 1
caught his terrible fever, and 1.at
my only happiness since his death
has been found at the card table.

“I found the box two years ago
but not the key. I fi to know
its contents, lest it should rob me of
the means of prolonging my mad-
ness. But at last conscience stung
me to deeply, when I found out
how poor you were who should
have our father's wealth,
and from which my husband drove
you, and I resolved to know the
truth at last.  Open the box, sir, as
by a strange chance it is your right
to do.”

lobeyed. The curious key sli
ped in easily, and the lid fell h.\cr

The dark woman raised a folded

cdfrt:m‘hethe msic:.ﬂ’ Sl;')wly she
ooked at oung who regard-
ed her with pﬁyia"m then at her

another cry rang oul at

sister, who was A

“Lsee you both still love me,”
she said mournfully, “and that my
wild, checkered life still halds your

one,
I rose to feeling that I had
no-mmto&a'hm,-bmthemng

eagerly : ;
“We owe it all to yon

pity. God forgive the wrong done!
days; but be-|you.
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