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"Aunt Phrr!e, were vou ever
?"

"When I was sixteen I was cou- -

stueretl po.
tficu, Juli.i
remember."

OKFEU.

pretty

I

I was very you bush near hia ; Aunt
lorty three i window tenderest lit- - i child. I was verv

'Did you ever have an offer an
offer of marriage, 1 mean, aunt?''

'No. Well, that's true ; I
have an offer.7'

--And vou refused it ?"
"

"Xo."
"Then ho died, or awav ?"'
"No."
"Or deserted vou ?"'
"Xo."

lien you oeeei vol linn, pup
pose

lid not."

rose
now, for

not

went

"What ever happened, then? Was
he poor, or crippled, or something
dreadful?''

"He was rich and handsome.'
"Suppose you tell me alout him?'"
"I never t.iik alxiut him to any
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!impos-ible,.- a

have.

irraninT Alfred's So
hapjK'n place?"' jeveninz? when we were walking

Julia never alone. I if he
until I thirty. rI happened to see relatives.
when was lf, trembled violent lv and seem- -

he a son in Pd in distress, and onlv
neijrhlKjrho-vl?"- ' jov tenderest

w;ls line city gentleman.
"Oil, aunt, how interesting! Tut

down your embroidery and tell ine
about it ; you cannot set? to work
anv loiiirer.''

lVrhaps after so many vears of si
lence a sudden longing for sympa
thy and confidence seized the old
lad v, for let work from

hands, and smiling sadlv, said :

Twentv-s- t ven vears I
standing one afternoon at gate
it Ilveli'.nds All work
finished earlv, and mv mother and
two cider sisters had gone to
village to see a friend. 1 had watch-
ed them a little way down hill-
side, and was turning to go into the
iiouse. when I saw a stranger on
horseback up road, lie
stopped and spoke to mother, and
this roused my curiosity ; so I lin-

gered at the gate. He stopped
when reached it, fastened his
horse, and

like
1ipi.iv

"Is Wakefield a 1

I couid fetch whi-- h I imme.li-- 1 a!1iuse
tod.

"ile was a dark, unpleasant look-
ing man, and had a masterful way
with him, ven to father, that I dis-liko- d

after a business-
like talk i.pparcr.tly satisfactory to

watch.nl up
sight;

was
at

another sky

patient, grew
ischot.'kllnshcu,hiscyrshadavUti

bad health.
"Do know young gentle-

man, ?"
"I it is young Comp-.o- n

that is for
"And dark man who just

left ? I his looks at all,
father."

"Xobody wants thee to like his
Alfred's physician

of Poston. Xcithcr ol
them of thy fo

no more and with
that he went hack larn.

"Mother was not at all astonished.
said there had lcen on

the already, and
rather exjievting com-

pany. she
pay ad Melissa is to be
married Chrismas
will l.e very Bowlful.'

"About dark carriage arrived.
It contained gentlemen sev-

eral I been watch-
ing for it lilae tree?, and
I our was
now accompanied a slight, very

man, dressed with care
in very fashion. saw
also that he was handsome, and I

so subserviently.
"This tlir-to- I dhdikl at

and I soon lcgan to imagine
that I had cood
His conduct his believed
to and Home

insisted that Mr. Compton
was ill to go though

gentleman begged a
again, mother he would

take him all his Looks, though
he pleaded urgently them.

"0n aflcjiiouii
brought Orman, letter, which

to be for
d father Jam to tlie next

bouse. it was
thing but sick
stranger, hardly used, and so sur-

rounded myrUry, luid
me sincere for his

l.ineliness and en tiering, I
through of garden

into
had politely

it dtecause of
crs increased .ir.

was the window,
f-- 1 ,aw- -

smi!e4 oourtei-ic- l, and imme-dia- tt

sill, and came

ai
of father wagon. wasi

secretly as as Iw.
friends.

Mother w

it manv wavs : xn
tir lwMl'

ended. We

PA., 3,

soon deeply in j "Of him, never. His hroth-othe- r,

and love ever out the er more a.so. I
make himself Alfred years since:

We many five minute!?' meet- - he was very trail aiid" delicate. I
in:r no one knew of if thisow"pr 'tfimnrlir it iH lm .ltW "'

"Poor !''
i am hid me the "Xav.

i l

a

her

father

looks, a

the

she

well,

the

days

tie love letter?. In fact, Julia, I while iuy dream lasted ; never
fountl him irresistable ; he was so will believe tliat Aifred i;i hi
handsome and gentle, and love for me was uitc sane, per--

'l A l I ? - ( - . iuv uiu.ii nae ueen imny-nv- e
; naps more sincere, tnnn nur.v wis. r

old, yet. to mv lie loosed
handsomer than any man
could

"As the passed on. the
seemed more confidence in
us, or else his patient was more com

After

of of

twingiit
pletely control. j of ioor Al
much and and ( death and cverv
I walked in the trarden, and a '

left them and more
little way up without op--! jHwitive that he hatl Ixx-- victim
position or remark. 1 do not know ; 0f POia- plot, sub;cct
how I receive. I the but I cer- - j n,.Vf.r i'tia-'H--, Julia, i a.L'nin

of

i.elieve Dr. Urman absence of lover of own, j wnen traud .s discovered, in ivan-wa- s

Alfred sick ; it a iulto in kwp-,- -. Oregon, i:i !

purpose of his own, and I determin-- 1 i,er youthful dreams. ! assignment d... s

to first ofl 7hio vld in the middle of discharge debtor unless t'u-
OilC. silJnit-ioiis- . one

Did in the old
Y- -, I left I'.yclands asked him did not

was his his
I sixteen." ;

"Wa- - firmer's the irreatest
jie words could I

lie

she her fall

ago was
the
had

the

the

coming the

he

you

and

patient

the
IKir

the

in

lv

inr
the

as, he de-- sleitrh g shown he. .liseiiared
claretl that they were his it but his

and was am coming here." rem iin in force, hi
only he in j curtains, child. It j alignment se.-r.r-

further made to set at i aw fr H mi- - i deblor's itn prison
secret of were eoually ji l.. "would call

fruitless, and him --ob. ! was it
paroxisms of distress. During

of August he very ill. or
at Dr. said so. scarce-

ly there in
the rose-bus- h, and
uispmes oeieeiiine men j,er Heart stroll'' seniimeiiiiti aiK-c- -

to a pitch wlueh father seriously dis- -

liked.

m an

or

is

"Oiie day in j aroso cii;,
one was in Uie nei.is or , renections, went tne reee:-onl- y

and and i room.
were in house. Ilarly in af-- jn a Julia hrard h

boy came the village voice, in rapid, excited and
a letter to Orman, and tHuld whether to to

seemed much and : or not, aunt Phoebe entered th
at loss how to act. At length he j holding by the gentle

Phn be, go nian whom announced as Jlr
isked: Mr. village couple of Alfml Julia was disan--

hV. ' think Mr. Alfred will sleep until mv
said father was in barn, and f but if not. will try and

him, him?
ateiy

; bul short,

arc

"1 1m . Or
man went back the

he
out of
and we the

as
iKitii. lie wuit awav entering iV-- hot. and as the atter--

house. Father put his hands in j noon the heat
his him out f j I that we walk

then, at me, h the hill, there was
said: 'Put the spare ronis in a breeze, and

the it us.
arc order, ; hut is j in hour the

that man occupy grew dark and lurid, and
he and his young (

of tine m

the

know
me."'

the
don't like

lie is
Dr.

any
ask

She letters
subject that

had Inx-- the
'Ihit,' aded. 'they will

at money

a
two and

large
the

saw that
by

fair extreme
I

nnite J

'
;

had

cause hate him.
I

he
out,

for walk :

and said,
from

for

Dr. a
he ask-- 1

drive

. I

I suppose a right
to this

with roused

and walk-e- el

that the
which his

lcen t
the sight

ompion

mcnt
"He 1.

never

the low

peach walk until heard

nuKt fir

mote.1
:v,a llninn

love with each elder
finds died than year sujv

way to pose dieil many
had

and

and
but

and
vears

weeks Dr.
have

They had
fewer and

more
hill,

cruel ihe
Miss and

tainly that
charm

wpjt

wish

soothe Wliv
? aunt. fro.a

that

Anv from
his

dear 1

the
month

least Orman I
him,

j,,,, sjie

tion
the the

ternoon

ii
I

the return, you

promised idadlv, and
village with

the messenger. Xosinmer
sight.than Alfrel apiM-ared-

,

rambled about
happy lovers could lv. Put lay

advanced,
pockets and proposed should

looking generally
Alfred delighted

Pho-lio.- ' large freedom promised
"They father

them?"' I noticed
"Yes, Alfred strangely restless.

gentleman l.tmily, who is

Alfred
enough

had

Orman.
business,

questions

ready

trunks. had
behind

afternoon visitor

highest

tyranieal

imortant,

of in he
in all my

he a-- k

me to
I He me

I
mv

to
to

in of our
new up
to at of

I
saw we were

to
was an not for

it
he

in his it was

its
of

us, to
all of

I
in a

in or--

was sure he be In the very of I
or no mv Dr.

to
to

be

too

to
completely

not
do, hamlsome
so

Eyi.iiathy

windows l.tokcd.

andasadeV'T
he

great
thoroughly Alfred

though

tmnkinp,

to

Wlm'ran

saw no

ton.

look them, trembled
ami started, and Fpito
efforts soothe him, grew irritable
and gloomy. Yet had just

him. and liad prom-
ised would. had culled
'his wife,' and had told him again

suspicions atout Dr. Orman,
and vowed nurse him myself
back perfect We had
talked, too, going Europe, and

the eagerness and delight
plas, had wandered quite

the little pine forest top
the hill.

"Then noticed Alfred's excited
and also that

going have thunder
There empty log-h- ut

away, and urged Alfred try and
reach the sfc.rm
But lecanic like
child terror, and only
with the greatest gut
him within shelter.

"As peal peal thunder
crashed aljove Alfred seemed
l.tse control himself, and, seri-

ously offended, left him, nearly
sobbini, and went rnd

by myself the door.
that must rich. hciuht the storm

doctor would wait him father, Orman, and

first

unkind.

postman

.ecmed

Strang- -

piticl

of our" workmen coming through
They suspect-

ed our place for they
came toward it.

" 'Alfred !' shouted Dr. Orman, in
the tone of angry master, 'where
are vou, sir ? Come

"My
and I said 'Doctor, you

have right to speak Alfred in
that wav. He is to he

and shall not permit it
anv more.'

" answer
'this is sheer folly. Iok there.'

"I turned, and saw croueli--

town, and reapue ted to see ing in corner,
Mr. t'omnton did not leave the !cl with terror: and yet, when Dr.

jurt

We
avoid

sutnuus

in

snoke to mm, r.e rose me--

a tlrg .
-- it

merchants
destroy your romance. Al-

fred Compton is, as you cot
fit to Inly. In
his keeper."

"Oh, Phale! Surely was
not a lunitic

'So thev said, His frantic
I did not believe this, ! was only sign 1 ot it;

and try the but Dr. Orman tohl my father that

ann
1

was times really
and that wis annually paid

sum to take charge him, as
became in an

asylum."
toward I stooped and began j "Did you Inm
to tie some carnations ; he I not the
st.xpcil an.l helped me.' saving all rosebush, that was not
the while I know not what, i mad that he my
that it seemeel the most promise be his wife, and
tirul lan"ua"e I ever heard. hen sure! come some aay anu riaim
r xml long line. But left m

I tne ratue ;

s -

v. h

was concernt-.- ej--

and

!

was

w;is

health.

n

:

going

lie

mother

.. ..

--Mr.

any

he
he

he

me.

! tel

were

!

"

j

j

- I hm.l-- hrM at the KvelaniH.
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recognise iU value. I was requested

ISSO.

a

a

quarrels.

a

increased,

vanish-
ed,

g .i iC IB"r li" tbwar rwil. I Oiler a 111)"" r.v:M - -
77' Z?JZ oTwiT., peachy, and f.nany

It. '.!- - i rl!if Lt". t fairer,
i'-- v !- -

I f. Iclinnep dear.lii..iL.j7Si,7' in ntighlcrhoo.l.
ASVr.n;rsTr.R.Prp. !ttiititci,t.;er4tii!.1i,.wi -- f not how all this vou ever hear hira again.!

restricted intercourse

understood,

men.7' ,nij :v.)-- i

Pim-b- 'y
seemed hike great
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