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|2 month went by, we found ourselves

ving Iately talion charge of, refitted and for
ninl commodious -

devoto herzell to our entertainment. |
And a gay season had been the re-
sult—readings, receptions, and
ties followed each other in 8o quick
succession that by spring we wvre‘
heartily tired of fashionable life.

“How pleasant it would be if we|
eould only go to the countrv for a
while,” said Frank, half burying her
face in a bunch of Arbutus which,
Bought that morning of a little fower
zirl at the door, had been whispering
to us all day of the far away woods
where its home had been.

“Why not take a lodge in the wil-
derness and try housekeeping®” said |
I, with a sudden inspiration.

“Wouldn’t it be splendid?” crie
Frank, catching st the idea with en-
thusiasm,

“Splendid!” echeed Grace, warmly

“My dear girls. vou do not know
what von gre talking about,” saic
Arabella in alarm.

“Indeed we do,” said Frank +I,
for one, am  hungry for country air,”

“And 1.7 :
“And L7 ehimed Grace and my-

I
|

“Dul there sre 50 many inconveni-
ences atfending country life,” CXpos-
tulated Arabella, seeing that Frank
at least was in downright earnest.

‘Kerosene oil, for instance, said
the mother-in-law, agaravatingly.

“And sach swarms of mosquitoes,
added Arabella.

“I am sure we have mosquitoes
cnough in town,” said Frank, quickly;
“and s for kerosene oil, I'll agree to
keep the lampsin order.”

“Let's go!™ said T, with growing
zeal.

“Let’s go!” echoed Grace, And
0 overwhelming were the arguments
we brought to bear on Arabella, that
by the time the dizcussion ended she
bad yielded hier consent; and before

actuslly at housekeeping in a pictar-
esque cottage not far from Dexter
station. As for the locality of Dex-
ter, it will not hLe indicated on the
maps yet awhile, there being not
more than six houses in the place,
all told; bnt we like it none the Jess.
Of course there were inconveniences,
cspecially for the first two days, when
owing to the non-arrival of our kiteh-
en ware and china, we were some-
what puzzled to know how to farnish|.

forth our board, but they only served )P

to add zest to the enterprise.

“Jolly, isn"t it?" said I, presiding
as gracefully as possible at a battered
ch can in place of a tea pot.

“It is justfun,” said Grace, usin
ber fingers for & fork, as she hel
hersclfl toa sardine.

“I wish you could find some more
Indy-like word, my dear,” remarked

|in an inside way who be was.

hour at a time onjthe back

the ride came to an end. Frank and
Grace, alarmed at our long absence,
were watching for us at the gate, and
Arabella, with gracious cordiality,
introduced the stranger, explsining
Of
course, we invited him in, and though,
in consideration of the lateness of the
hour, he politely declined, he promis-

led to do himself the pleasure of call-

ing in a few days.
“He is very gentlemanly and agree-

‘able,” said Arabella, with emphasis,

as, seated at the table, we narrated

the events of the day; and it must he
c

onfessed that ww were all rather
elated at the prospect of baving our

g/ ®olitade invaded now and then by
| this same gentlemanly and sgreeable
| person. :

Beyond the simple fact that be was

.|farmer Hill's nephew from college, |
j|we knew nothing whatever about|

| bim, but his face and voice were of
,Idcncf.-, and before many weeks went
'by we had come to regard him as our
| right rand man. Arabella consulted
him on all matters of business, and
Girace and I were constantly asking
his advice about gardening, while
| Frank, who had set her heart on
raising a brood of chickens, beld an-
imated conferences with him as to
‘the best ways of promoting the health
land happiness of her feathered pets:
at least when the two sat for baif an
reh in

'the twilight watehing the little creat-
u
wings
ed that they formed the chief subjenc
of discussion.

res nestling under the mother’s
, it was naturally to be suppos-

“It is bardly polite to trouble Mr.

Strong-so much about those chickens,
Frances,” Arabella would say.
college man is not supposed to be
very familiar with the raising of
poultry.”

MJ‘

“Then it is high time be turned
his attention to it,” said Frank, with
mischiel lurking in her eyes.

Another case of annoyance to our

elder sister was the simplicity of

Frank’s toilets.
“I do wish, dear Frances, that you
would miake yourself look a little

stylish. These young collegians are

not accustomed 1o secing ladies dress-

But Frank that half the
leasure of living in the country was
the privilege of ing with style,
and persisted in wearing calico dress-
es and white o

1 don't think Arabella badthe
least inelination to try match-making
or anything of the sort, she was sim-
ply anxious to have her three girls

ed like kitchen girls.”

|like the true woman she ig, she brave-
Iy took up the abzent one’s defense.

It scems that the nephew, Ralph
| Hill, whom the farmer went to call on
| that memorable evening, was absent
atthat time.
sent in bhis- place. Accepting our
cordial invitation to visit us, without
the least suspicion that we were tak-
|ing him for other (han he was, be bad

until one evening, while confiding to
Frank some bits of personal history,
ke chanced to discover the mistake

for fear the explanation would put
an end to his coming, begged him to

is all mine,” she said, “and now you
may call bim what you like—farmer
Hill's nephew or Armer Hill's bired
man—to me he is, and has been from

ia

=

So Ralph Strong was!

come and gone in hlissful ignorance, |

of this knighthood belonged to the
powerful order of the Templars,
whose colors were white and black. |
After the ending of the crusades they
spread, particnlarly in France snd
England,.- where they exercised great|
influence upon State measures, and|
frequently checkmated

I

1 |
|
|

the Kkings. |
The larger portion of the Germmn |
knights in this order assumed, aflten|
their return home, the name of the
German Kpights, and as such con-
| quered the province of present Pruos-
{sia, part of Posna and Pommerania, |

werder, and pushed their possessions |

Iin{o the new Russian province of|
Livoaia, Courlasd and Ingermon-

keep quiet for a while. “So the fault|jana0 and the adjoining countries. |Ie

!The honse is represented by two
branches: Bismarek-Bismark, with
| their dominions sitnated in the “0ld

Executive of tue nation, it was his|
custom to have some one to take his|
place in the dirty street broils which |
might come up. |

At the time to which I refer, one |
Ferguson was the mas—a regular
knock down and drag ouat sort of a
fellow, dreaded by all who were ever|
so unfortunate as to come into contaet |
with bim. |

An Unele of Col. Rutherford, by
the same name, visited Nashville o
sell & pair of match horses. Ferguson
offered to purchase them ou a short |

we were making, and was eager 8t| ik their Grand Warden at Marien. | Cvedit and to give General Jackson
onece to explain; but Frank, pnn]y’

This arrangement was |
|

&8 security.
made and the horses were his
Before Mr. R. left Nnshville he
arned the character of the man with
whom be had traded, was told that
if he ever nsked for the money or the
note which he had received for the
horses, Ferguson would whip him.

themselves sufficient to inspire confi-|

Mark" of the provinee of Saxony in
Prussia, and Bismarck-Schoenhousen,
truest and best man I have ever| i their possessionsin the provic-
known.” ces of Mark Drandenburg and Pom-

And all Arabella’s arguments merania, Prussis. The particular
ed to convinee her that plowing and | fogtyres that distinguish the Teuton-| 'OF ! . .
reaping for farmer Hill had in a0y . 4ro well defined, prominent among Early on the morning the note f"ell
way lessened his manhood, or that in | which is the broad forebead, just n;._i.dmn Rutherford visited Nashville,

marrying & farmer sbe would be|;p. nhotographic representations of| 8aw the same man F., presented his |
dooming bhersell to a life of dmiﬂolml mngrl‘;ri'smarckp the German |Dote for payment, telling bim at the,
! time what be bad heard of him,

drudgery. So there was nothing| Chageellor, show himy, with the re- | S8me . ! 5
more to be said. She was ol age, :?o;?led bristling three hairs on his | 8nd further said to bim that, if he
snd had a perfect right to do a8 she | yo1s hoad. -idndn'z pay the money right awsy, he|
pleased ; but it seemed g0 odd that| | would thrash him like a dog.

Frank, who bad refused more offers| | A word and the blow followed. |

it happened that Rutberford wass
rough eustomer—nothing suited him
better than s ground seuffle in defence
of his rights, and so he was impatient
| for the day of the coming conflict.

| the Brst, simply IRalph Strong, the

fuil- |

A Neat Revengre.

than she could remember, was after|
all, going to marry farmer Hiil's
bired man.

some farm, and hed bired himsell to

of learning how to manage it, baving

discovered on leaving college that he

knew far more of astronomy than of

agriculture ; but ever this molifying

fact could not restore Arabella’s com-
ure.

Father and mother came home in
the fall, and all went back to town—
and at Christmas there was a wed-
(ding. Arrabelia declared that it was
a disgrace to the family ; but father,
who is quick at reading men, said
Ralph Strong was worthy of any
women, and that Frank had showa
her good sense.

They have been marrisd three
years now, and Grace and I goevery
summer to sisit them. Their home
is 8 liztle Eden, and Frack is as hap-
py as a queen. To be sure she has
some care, as every wife and mother
must bave, but I can’t see that she
i one bit more of a “drudge” than
any city woman, and, as for ber hus-
band, grows better and nobler

make a good impression; but her

anxiety was oppressive, and I, as

every day, as every true man must
who bas 8 true wife to help him.

“ Burleigh, * the New York corre. |
ndent of the Boston Journal writes |

|s

It came to light a Jittle later that|/as follows: An amusing incident|dead for a time.
be was bimself the owner of o hand-| occurred the other day on ore of the| General's sympat

| trains from Doston tothiscity. The

farmer Ilill chiefly for the purpose cars were crowded. An elegantly | resent it was bis

dregsed woman occupied an eatire
séat. Her bundles, band-box and|
bag were piled artistically. ®he
| was oblivious to the fact that passen.
| gers were rushing back and forth to
obtain sittings. More then one gen-|
tleman drew himself up in front of
the imperious dame, and silently|
for the vacant spot. She
tsaned herself Ivisurely, and evident-
Iy thought that things were very
comfortable as they were, “Is this
seat occupied, madam ? * said a well
dressed gentleman, very politely.
“Yes, it is"” was the snapping re-
ply. The man walked on.
In balfan bour the door opened
and in walked a tall, rough fellow,
coarse as & Polar baer His buge
beard was uncombed snd stained
with tobscco juice. His clothes
were illy put on, and smelled of the
stable. He was ungloved and braw-
ay, and weighed fall 200. He ran
his eye along the car and caught

occn-
be |
the !

thrashed than Ferguson on that
sion ; in fact, he wns supposed to
This aroused

bad received such a codgeling, sod to

a fisteufl b Id be only o child in
R’s bands, ;
fight u duel next morsing,
ten paces, . )

Though R. had no experienee with
fire arms, he iustantly accepted the
challenge. .

At the appointed hour all parties
were at the place of rendezvous. All
preliminaries made, tbe distance

¢ wou

distanee, |

words one—two—at this juancture

ing eyed hiv untagonist closely, saw
there was no flinehing in him, but
that he was as cool and delihmhl:
if nothing was occuring, stepped -
ward and addressed Rutherford; By
the Eternal, sir, I would despise my-
self to sacrifice such noble material
a8 you are made of. Sir, plesse se
cept these pistols from one who ever
admires true courage sad pluck, such
as you have to-day demonstrated,
and them from me as so evi-

gight of the seat on which our la
was sitting. He made for it W

dence of my apprecistion of you as s
muwhoguutodefgnd bis rights.

| tallion.

measured, the positions taken, the perm
Jackson, who was a dead shot, hav- | ped

Jauber into the counting-room, where
the bill was paid.  Are you perfectly
gatisfied 7

“Ferfectly; 1 like to
these things myself.”

“Well, sir, I should say you had
cheated yourself out of 200 pounds
of coal by looking after these things
yourself.”

“What do you mean !

The dealer ordered his teamster to
back on the seales sgain, and 10 the
astonishment of Jauber the words
were verified.

“I don"t understand it,” added the

uyer.

“1 do; vou stood on the scales
yourself, while you were watching
me. | bave sold you for so much
coal. But you are satisfied, don't be
so sharp next time,” laoghed the
dealer.

Joauber wos confounded, bot had
not the assurance W demand a revis
ion of the transaction.

The Blaek Hills Expedition.

look aflter

General Custar's exbedition ia now
well on its way to those mysterious
and unknown regions of the north-
west known aa the Black Hills coun-
try—a diatrict held by the Sioux, and
to which aitherto these Indians have
emphatieally refused admittance to
white men, whether they came as
soldiers or as pioneer settlera. The
expedizion, comprizsing the BSeventh

Never was a man more thoroughly | Cavalry portions of the Sixth, Seven-

weenth and Twentieth Regiments of
Infantry, and about one hondred
friendly Sioux and Rees Indians,

hies for bisman who | started for its destination from Fort

Lineoln, Dakota, last week, with (GGen-

first impulse, but in | eral Caostar io command. Lieu. Col

Fred. Grant is of the party. A ccrps

and so challenged bim to lof geologists, mineralogists and

botapists also aecompany the bat-
Tbe millitary train consists
of 150 sapply wagons, smbulances
&e¢. Something of the vague aund
legendary attaches to the Black Hills.
The expeditions have in the past
skirted them, but on  both occasions
the Indians refused their members
ission to emter them. In 1861
Gen. Reynolds with an exploring ex-
ition west and south of
the Black Hills; and in 1859 anotber
expedition—that was commanded by
Lieut. Warren—was tarned back by
the Sicux. It is believed, on sufi-
; that gold exists in




