
I

ii

i

:.4

The Somerset Herald.
WtnNfcSDAY. J anna ry 11 1ST.

Amoko the lacky recipients of of

fice at Hanieburj, we see the name

of R. S. McMiJIen of this county,

w ho has been elected Assistant Poor--

keeper of the IIoubc.

Apvices from llarrisburg say, that

the Republican members of the Leg-

islature after bearing an argument

from Attorney General Dirmck, Dare

agreed that the first election ior iuc

Legislature occura in November next,

nd resolutions to that effect have

been introduced into both Houses.
. e nvaf inns

Thus one or tee pcrpici.ug
rising under the New Constitut.on

w ill le disposed of.

As the Legislature has luietly

gone to work under the New Consti-

tution, and voluntarily determined,

after it had been proclaimed by the

Governor, that its provisions were ap-

plicable to all legislation from and af-

ter the first day of January, we sup-

pose that the patriots who were eo

fearful that our scoundrelly Legisla-

ture, would steal and divide the Com-

monwealth, befortjthe New Constitu-

tion could be made operative, will

now sleep well o'nights.

As evidence of the prosperous con-

dition of the financial affairs of the

State, and the prudence and ability

with which they are managed, the

Commissioners of the Sinking Fund

lave announced, that in addition to

the million and a half of the State

debt paid off up to December 1st 18-T- 3,

they have agreed to call in all

outstanding certificates of the 0

State loan. The amount redeemed
under this call will further reduce the
debt seven hundred and fifty thous-

and dollars.

TnE President having withdrawn
the nomination of Attorney General
Williams (at Lis own request) for

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
be on Fridav last, nominated Caleb
Cushing of Massachusetts for that
position. This nomination is a sur-

prise to the politicians, as since the
dissolution of the Whig party, Mr.

dishing has acted with the Democra-

cy. Of his large legal abilities, and
entire fitness for the position, there is

no cavil from any quarter. Mr.

Cushing is now seventy-fou- r years of
age, but well preserved, physically
and intelcctuallv.

of fin
toStatistics, Hon. Thos. Bigham,

the
undertaken the more

islature of the trouble of apportion-

ing the State, into Judicial and Sen-

atorial districts, and Las furnished a
plan ready cut and dry for its adop-

tion. By this apportionment, Frank-

lin county is made a separate Judi-

cial district, and Fulton, Bedford and
Somerset another. Just why Fulton
is attached to Somerset and Bedford,

not to Franklin is not stated.
Senatorially, Somerset and Fayette

are made a district, while Bedford
and Blair arc thrown together. Mr.
Bigham's kindness may be apprecia-
ted, and bis views adopted by the
Legislature, tbey may not.

p-- "to
to 30,i7....uaa.iM

sage or tiovcrnor llartranrt deliver-
ed to the legislature on Wednesday

We trust no one will be deterred
from reading this document, by its
apparent leogth. is full of matter
of the deepest interest to all citizens
of the State, is frankly and
written, courteous and liberal in spir-

it, and its entire exhibit of public af-

fairs gratifying to State pride. In
every respect the message is
front partisau bias and will command
the respect and attention of the

While the legislature is
generally, of the Com-

monwealth, we hope to see it provide
equitable

boroujrh ine'Pta
Every tax payer at pres-

ent, property is not appraised at one
half its value, and that owing to the
diversity of opinion, conseicntiou- -

ness, business of
of value, and a other causes,
controlling aesossors, that assessments
in the neighborhood, but in dif-

ferent townships, astoundingly,
wbile a large amount of personal
property, monies, ic, escapes
taxation altogether. If all property
was fairly and honestly returned and
equitably valued, taxes would be
much reduced, and all be
to bear tnis burden us

the Ohio plan, or the plan for
mally in use by the Internal Revenue
Department, for assessing the tax on
incomes, where each is re
quired to make a return under oath of

taxable property, and we will have
a much fairer and equitable
than the present one, dependent en

on the tupidity of the tax-pay- er

and the conscientiousness and in
tegrity to duty, of Assessor.

The Legislature waorganired on
Tuesday of last week the election
of Butler R. Strang of Tioga, for
Speaker, Russell Errctt of Pittsburg,
Chief Clerk, R. McAfee of West-
moreland and Thos. Cochran of York
Assistant Clerks. Hon. ll. II. McCor-tn're- k

of Pittsburg, was elected Speaker
of the House. Dr. Shurlockof Beaver,
Chief Clerk and Hugh of
Butler and John A. Smull or Harris-bu- r

Assistant Clerks. After or
ganization, a joint committee of
Houses was held and the on tho

Constitution opened and count-
ed, there being for the Constitution,
253,774, and against it 103,594. Im-
mediately after the summing up of
tha rote, the Governor issued
proclamation, declaring the Con.

adopted and in effect In
the Senate a resolution was unani-
mously passed, that legislation be

.. .i. oi muiroi. v ".ei-- , .. ... u: ,.., 'i :.. ....... . " ' v"
nccoraaucC W.iuw.,- -. v,.,c.cm .rau.es may "e The Ructions of the committee
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declared, joint comnmi r;.iic .JiHpo.iition of the peopic com- - j tl.c-r- is iiviliin-ungrace- ful undig- -

n,1 resolution was .atroaucea
I"1'" ...: .11-- .

-- nd referred to the rropcr committee,

to amend the election laws of the

State,
On Fridav Senate considered

and debated the bill to amend the

election laws, and the Governor ap

peared at the bar of that body, and

the Speaker administered to him the

oath of office under the Consti- -

a. .1 CnnMfA
tution. At o ocuuic -- u-

journed Tuesday evening the

13th insV In House the da- - was

spent up to hour of adjournment,

in discussing the rules. Roth ITouses

are fully prepared for work, and

we presume the serious business of

the session will commence this week.

MESSAGE
OF

got. John i mwm,
TO THE

General Assembly Penn
sylvania.

January 7, 1874-- .

Gentlemen of the Senate and Houce

of Jiepresentahver:
Since last meeting grievous

public calamity, in the guise of a
financial panic, has visited the coun
try having in its a series of
disasters. The industrial pursuits
and monetary interests of the State

become depressed, the
of many of her leading capi

talists and most public spirited citi
zens has been wholy swept away, tne
business of her corporations

the machinery of her manufacto
ries arres,ea, ner mineral, irou,
and other productions greatly depre-

ciated in value, and poverty and
want brought to the humble
houses of thousands of her honest
and industrious citizens, who toil for

their daily bread. To remedy these
evils under which our industries

languishing, so far as relief can
be administered by legislation, it
barely necessary to suggest, should
lie the duty of our honorable
bodies duty which I feel assured
will be undertaken with care and

invoking to aid
share of humanity and the higuest
praetieal wisdom. In any measures
looking to this object it will be my

pleasnre heartily to

We see that the Commissioner j
ances.

J. has j It i gratifying observe that
of most substantial secu- -many

kmdlv to relieve Leg-- 1 . . . , n,arkt wre or ie!,g

and

and

last

free

laws

that

compelled
alike.

depressed during the recent panic,
the finances the were un-

shaken, exhibiting unmistakable ev-

idence stability the State
credit. The following statement
showing their satisfactory condition,
will challenge attention :

Debt Mtieewted

daring fiel yr ending November

Sii per eent. ka U.iWI.iOO 00

KItc per"". W

Chambeniburc wrtilVe! 4X7O0 34

Tour . 1,4,0T3 70

Ktetiptt
daring atcal Tear ending November 80, 173:
H.1KM In Treemnr Nor. 30. 173.... .t).M3.4M 1

Keoeuiw ,o;o,ra 20

Til
during CkkI yenr ending November 30, 1S73:

We surrender much of our inside Ordinary iS...'".'.'.'. iW;i to

space, the exclusion our usual

.

variety, the admirable mes-- j i Trewuiy Nt.

It

lucidly

our

the

J.

are

of

of of

Wan 13.1

of

of

Pl'BLIO DEBT.
Tundtl Vtbi.

Six per etnt. loans f90.MO.MW
Five per eent. loaiia 4,972,34
Four and a half per rent,

luant

Vnfundtd PrM.
f note circulation OO

lntew'M

Intern certificate!

DomeKtlceredlkire

faanitierfllmrgcertiflcatee
oultftanriinK

Chamlienburg- eertllieaVra
2C7

SI

in m

oo
01

in

-- .

Total public debt Nov. 30, 173
Vend

the
nia K. H. Ootnpanv. ..4

i,f the
Valley Knllniad Co ..

Ch in Treamry Jf,n--.

JU, 1S73

for more assessment of indobtedueu unpmvkted for..
taxes, than by our present method of

67

38

44 07

04

23

01

S3

M

of
00

00

W

24
34

70

township Assessors. sour

knows

of ability, the
score of

same

Let

individual

all

tirely

Morrison

the

his

stitution

all

:.,scvcrv become and
Senate

r;m-ipJ-

the

one

tho
the

gTeatly
wealth

paraliz- -

all

its

the

ItuiurMmtmtt

4,448

4,2

t,4MI,17S

LiB3.03
734,027

news

37,000

M,24R

13,049

.)2&W,34

198.K87

W,S'1
fend.

nrmdi rernrvlra- -

ItonOii

1,625,111
Ml.OlfMM

.....114,773,870

and In l?.7 from all

ideas

differ

ic.,

have

basis

the

by

both
rotes

New

New

New
ciock

until

of

your

train

have

ed,

fair

State

eeruneates

un-
claimed

certif-
icate

unclaimed

noeoum

Sinking

6,7O0,OOJ

3,100,000

0,200,000

ces will be $l,JieO,000 less than the
rece'pts of 1873, while the expendi-
tures will not be diminished. This
loss of revenue is largely due to the
repeal of taxes bearing heavily upon
the industrial interests of the Com-
monwealth, and partly to the pros
tration of business. The receipts in
1S75 may be about the same as those
of 1874, but the expenditures will be
greater, owing to the outlay neces-
sary for schools, Legislature and Ju-
diciary, under tbc new Constitution,
which will then be in full force.
Notwithstanding this enormous de-

crease in the receipts, and increase
in expenditures, it is hoped and be-

lieved, that by the most rigid econo-
my in every branch of the government
and moderate appropriations, the rev-
enues in the future will be sufficient
to meet all the demands on tho Treas-
ury, and leave a balance to reduce
the indebtedness of the State, as re-
quired by the Constitution. Iam in
accord with those who believe as the
debt decreases there should be a

relief afforded to those
interests that bear the burden of tax-
ation: but at this juncture I would
regard any further reduction of the
revenues as unwise. In our list of
taxes, hawever, may be found some
that are cot strictly "uniform upon
the same class of subjects," and very
unfair in their operation, and I think.
therefor, a revision of our tax laws
is now desirable if not necessary.

KIXKI.NG rt'JTD.

In compliance with the constitu
tional amendment of 1857, the Legis-
lature io 1858, created a sinking fund
for the pavmcnt of the.intcrcst on the
State debt, and for an annual reduc-
tion of the principal in sura not less
than $250,000 per annum. In addi-
tion to the securities desiirnated by
the amendment, the revenues arising

succeeding year, the interest on the
aeuthaa been punctually paid, and
a portion of principal redeemed in-
stead of amounting to $250,000 has
grown to the immense sum of one
two millions peryear The reason is
a simple one. The revenues act
apart for the sinking fund, by the
natural growth of these special taxes,
hare become annually much larger,
while the amount required to be paid
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revenues, it became necessary lor tne
Treasurer to pay the deliciences
of appropriations of the funds
properly due to the linking fund r
suspend payment. This condition of
affairs placed the J

in an anomalous position,
from which it is manifestly the duty
of the Legislature to relieve them.

THE CENTENNIAL.

The progress of the work of prepa-

rations tor tho Centennial is realiz-

ing fully the expectations of our peo-

ple. The distinguished gentlemen
charged with the details of this vast
undertaking are striving zealously,
with great intelligence and industry,
to all tbc arrangements in
manner commensurate with the im-

portant and conspicuous position our
Republic occupies aniotfg the nations
of tho earth. A becoming icgard for
the dignity and honor of the country,
we can hope, trill now induce the
general government, and all the
States, to extend to the commission
such aid will secure this
enterprise from
failure. The of
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the rate at which patients have been

will have more than its
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elapsed. It desirable that ad-

ditional wings to this hospital
should pushed forward comple-
tion at the earliest possible day, to
provide for greatly need of
accommodation.

To insure the delicate and peculiar
treatment required for the insane, too
much caro cannot be exercised to
prevent theso hospitals from becom-
ing crowded.
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laboring classes, those limited
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such prudence and safety
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