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The, Emperor and his Daughter.

'did not wait for his dismissal to return to

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

F . ¥ 1 1 n. " ' i i l r : i
\ few years since there wasin the city "S regimen He was on the point of To the Honorable the Senators and Members

of St. Pertersburg, a young girl so beau- ®etting out for Munich, when an aid-de-,
tiful and so lovely that the greatest privee 3 |
of Europe, had he met her, even ina
¢ tarned his

peasant’s hut, might well hav
back upon a prineess to offer her Lis han
and his crown.

But, very far from having been the

d

light of a peasant’s hut, she was born in !
the shadow of the proudest throne on thq,
It was Marie Nicoloewna, the a- ter.

earth,
dorned daughter of the Emperorof Russia.

As her father saw her blooming like a
May flower, and sought for by all the
heirs of royalty, e cast bis eyes upon
the fairest, the richest aud most power-
ful of them, and with the smile of a fath-
er and a king =aid to her—

“My child, you are now of an age to
marry. I have chosen for you the prince
who will make you a quecn, aud a man
who will render you happy.”

“The man who will render me bappy,”
said the beautifal princess with a sigh,
which was the ouly objection to which
her heart gave utterance. “Speak, fath-
er.” she said, as she saw a frown gather-
ing on the brow of tke Czar, “'speak, fath-
er, and your majesty shall be obeyed.”

“Ubeyed!™ exclaimed the Fwperor,
trembling for the first time in his life; “it
is then only au act of obedience that you
will reecive a busband at my Lands.”

The soung girl was silent, and coneeal-

@ a tear.

s vour [aith alic :nl.\_‘ p}i,-:'l.lcd

N

The girl was till silent.
“Erplain yoursclf, Marie; [ command
you.”

1

t

At this word which sways sixty mil
jons of human beings, the princess fell a
the feet of the Czar.

“Yes, father, if I must tell you, my
heart is no longer my own. It is bestow-
ed on one who knows it mot, and who
¢hall never kuow it if such be your wish.
He has seen me but two or three times at
a distance, and we will npever epeak to
each other if your majesty forbids it.”

The Emperer was silent in bis turn.—
He grew pale. Thrice he made the cir-
cuit of the saloon. Ilc did not ask the
name of the young msan.

e who would have braved for a cap-
rice the monarchs of the world at the
Lead of their armies—he, with bis o
nipotence, feared this unkuown youth who
disputed with bim bis dearest treasure.

“Is Le a king!” he asked at Jast.

“No, father.”

“A erand doke ?”

“No father”

“A <on of a reigning family 17

At cach step in the descending scale
the Czar stopped to recover breath.

“A stranger?”

“Yos, father.”

The Emperor fulll into an arm
chair and Lid bis facc in his hands, like
Agamempon st the saerifice of Iphigenia.

“Js he in Russia?™ Le resmmed, with
an cflfort.

“Yes, father.”

“At St. Petersburg "

“Yecs, father.”

TLe voice of the young girl grew faint.

“Where shall I see Lim 1"
Czar rising with a threatening aspect.

“To-morrow, at the review.”

“Ilow shall I recoguize him " rcpeat-
¢d the Crar, with a stamp of the foot.

“By his green plume and black steed.”

“Tis well. Go, my daughter, and pray
(iod to bave pity on that man.”

The priveess withdrew in a fainting
condition, and the Emperor was soon lost
in deep thought.

“ A childish caprice,’
—“] am foolish to be distur
She shall forget!” and his lips did
dare utter what kis Leart added.
snust be, for all my power would Le weak-
er than her tears.

At the review on the following day, the
Czar, whose cagle appe embraced all at a
glence, saw in his battalions naught else
Lut a green plume and a black charger.
e recoguized in bim who wore tle one
and rode the other a simple Colonel of
the Bavarian Light Iforse, Maximilian
Josepl Eugene Auguste Beauharnais, the
Duke of Leuchtenburg, younges
the son of Josephine (who was fo
time Empress of France) and of Auguste
Amelia, daughter of Maximilian Joseph,
of Bavaria, an sdmirable and charming
cavalier, in truth, but as far inferior then
to Marie Nicoloewna as a simple soldier
to an Ewmperor.

“Tt is possible 7" said the Czar to bim-
self, as he sent for the Colonel with the
design of dismissing bim to Muvich.

But at the moment when be was about
to erush bim with a word, he stopped at
the sight of bis daughter fainting in her
caleche.

“There is no longer 8 doubt,’
the Czar, “tis indeed he.”

Aund, terning bis back upon the stupi-
fied stranger, he returned with Maric to

-
1A

saud

" he eaid at length
bed at it.—

" thought

mp of the (zar came for him.
I should hLave srt out yesterday,” he

of the House of Representatives of the Gen-

' eral Assembl y

duced to a condition of virtual insolveney.
The increase of business on the State
works for the two last years, has exceed-
ed our anticipations; and but for the ne-
cessity which secmed to exist for a re-

oliserved, that a sale might be made at «
price fur teo low to effect such purpose:
and if =0, to give them away would be still
lees likely to produce the desired resuil.
Should the gross sam received, not be e-

' at %772,000. Since that time the sum of |
1,206,552 72 has been expended, and it will

' still require, as estimated by the Canal Board,
$60,000 to put it into complete operution.

' Whilst I regret thig unforseen cost und de-

' GestneMEN :—Whilst the events of | 3yction of tolls to meet surrounding com-

m- <

said to bhimsclf—"1 wight bave avoided
what now awaits me. At the first flash
save yourself from the thunderbolt.”

The bolt in reserve for him was the
following. ile was ushered into the cab-
inet, where only kings are allowed to en-
The Emperor was pale and his eye
was moist, but his air was firm and reso-
lute.

“Colonel Duke,” said he, enveloping
and penetrating him with his glance,
“you are one of the handsomest officers
in Europe. It is said, also, and I be-
licve it true, that you posess an elevated
mind, a thorongh ecducation, a very live-
ly tfiste for the nrte, a poble heart and an
ideal charaeter.”

The Colonel looked up.

“What think you of the Grand Duc
ess, my daughter Marie Nicoloewnal”

This point blank question dazzled the
young man. [t is time to say that he ad-
wired and adored the princess, without
being fully aware of it. A simple mor-
tal adores an angel of Paradise even as
an artist adores the ideal of beauty.

“The Princess Marie, sire!” exelaim-
ed he reading at last his own heart with-
out dariug to read that of the Czar, “your
anger would crush me if I told you what
[ think of her, and I should die of joy if"
you permitted me to say it.”

“You love her; ‘tis well,"” said the Czar,
with a benignant smile; aod the royal
band from which the Duke was awaiting

L-

the thunderbolt. delivered to the Colonel
the brevet of General Aid-de-Camp to
the Emperor—the brevets of the Com-'
mapdaut of the Cavalry of the Guards
and of the regiment of the Hussars—of
Chief of the Corps of Cadets, and of the
Mining Engineers—of President of the
Academy of Arts, aud members of the
Academy of Seicnces and of the Univer-
saties of St. Petershurgh, of Moseow, of
Keasan, of the Military Schools, of the
Council, &e., &e. Al this, with the title
of Imperial Highness aud several millions
of revenne,

“Now," said the Czar to the young man,
who was beside hims=c1f with joy, “will
vou quit the service of Bavaria, and be-|
me the husband of the Princess Marie?”
The young officer could ounly fall upon
Lis koees and bathe with tears the hands
of the Emperor.

“Yousce that I also love my daughter,”
<aid the father, raising his son-in-law in
his arms. '

On the 14th of July following, the
(irand Duchess was restored to health,
and the Duke Beancharnais de Leuchten- |
' burg espoused ber in presence of the Rep-
resentatives of the Royal Families of
'_,'.T-T‘I C.

Sueh an sct of parental love merited |
for the Czar and his danghter a century

of happiness. Heaven, which bas its se- |
‘creta, hiad

co

ordered it otherwise. On|
Tuecsday, Nov. 5th, 1852, the Duke of
Leuchtenburg died at the age of 45:
worthy to the last of Lis brilliant destiny,

(he and leaving to Marie Nicolocwna eternal |

regrets.
All the young princes of the world will
dispute again the prize of her hand-—but

she has been too bappy as a wife to con- |

|

sent to beeome a queen.—Atl«s.

i b

“Does your son play Euch

re!” said a

gentleman to Mrs. Partingten, on sceing

Tke enter with a peck of eards in bis hand.

“La sakes,”” answered the old lady,
looking over her spectacles, “Ikey don’t
play the pianny, but I shouldn't wonder

ntleman.”
“I can’t,” said the young hopeful.
“It is strange how that boy has regen-
crated lately,” and taking up ber knit-
ting work commenced to kuit ina dejected
manner.

“Don’t you feel well mothier?”

“No, my son, I don't feel well. I am
degusted with the immorality of the young
folks npow-a-days,” upon which Tke

g€

t clild of brought the camphor boltle to the old la-
r a brief dy.

“Ab,” said she, “Ikey, you are one
of Job’s counterfeiters.”

e - — — —

g& Life is but the sccond edition of

a tallow candle; all we have to do with it
iz, to live comfortably, to use the snuffers
‘of humanity and knowledge trim the wick,
and keep the grease of meanness from
rupning too strong, and we will be sure
when the light burns low—when it flick-
ers in the socket—to have the consolation
of “going out” in a blaze of glory. Amen.
-e

|

lie
‘and his wife, in that city, were engaged
in arrangiog a seperation. The principal
pifficulty was the baby, which the woman
‘tearfully begged to be allowed to keep,

the year just closed, present many causes
of joy and congratulation, and afford a-
bundant reason for thankfulness to a be-
neficent Providence for his goodness and
mercy—our prosperity and happiness, as
a people, I regretto say, has not been un-
alloyed. The general growth of the coun-
try, the progress of the arts and sciences,
and other causes of moral and social com-
fort, have not, it is true, been interrrupt-
ed; but the loss of valuable lives and prop-
erty, by the casualities of the clements,
has been unusual, both in number and
extent; and in certain sections of our Com-

E

monwealth the afllictions of pestilence and |

~disease have also been sorely felt.  Nor
‘sheuld we estimate lightly the suffering
that manifestly exists amongst the poor
/in our cities and towns. The drought of
the season deprived the husbandman, to
some cxtent, of the auticipated rewards
of his labor, and lessened the means of
human subsistence; whilst the depression
in monetary and business affairs, has de-
prived many laborers and mechanies of
their usual earnings. The means of sub-

sistence are thus greatly enhanced in val- |

ue, at the same time that the opportuni-
ties of earning them are much diminish-
ed. The field for charity is consequent-
ly wider than usual, and to meet its rea-
sonable demands on the part of those
blessed with abundanece, will be to sus-
tain the christian character, and meas-

& urally to merit the continued bounty of

[eaven.

The operations of the Treasury for the

last year, will be presented to you in de-
tail, by the head of that department. The
results are highly satisfactory, showinga
steadily increasing revenue from nearly
all the ordinary sources.
. The aggregate receipts for the fiseal
‘year of 1594, including loans and the bal-
ance in the Treasury, on the 30th No-
vember, 1853, amounted to the sum of
£6,664,912 01. TlLe gross payments for
the same period, to the sum of $5,424 -
983 20; leaving a balance on the 30th of
November, of $1:240,929 72,

The extraordinary payments copsisted
of the following items, to wit: loans re-
paid, £235888 40; to the North Branch
Canal, $206,552 76; to the construction
of the new railroad over the Allegheny
mountains, $461,921 03; to the payment
of debts on the public works, £3389,916
38-  Of the balance remaining in the
Treasury, a portion is applicable to the
payment of the State debt, and the re-
mainder to current demands.

The simple, or ordinary operations of
the Treasury for the same peried, were
as follows, to wit: the reccipts, exclusive
of loans and the balance in the Treasury
on the 30th of November, 1853, realized
from permanent sources, amounted to the
sum of $5,218,099 00. The ordinary ex-

enditures, including the interests on the

finisbed lines of the publie works, ex-
cluding the payments on new works and
loans, amounted to $1,116,744 84; being
£1,101,490 15, less than the reccipts.
This statement may be regarded as the
workings of the Treasury simplified; and
as establishing the gratifying fact, that
the present reliable revenues of the State,
exceed the ordinary or unavoidable ex-
| penditures, over a million of dollars; and
‘that, relieved from the demands for the

construction of new hwprovements, the

' Treasury ecould pay a million or more of
It will also be |

‘the public debt annually.
perceived that the iucome from these
For in-

‘sources is steadily increasing.

pot if bie could whistle it. Ikey, put up those - 8% State
«]¢ wicked cards and whistle Euchre for the [#agen, iu LS55, with s Seate fox, st

present rates, and the same extent of im-
\provements in use, with nearly all the
‘present sources of revenue in operation,
the gross reeeipts awounted to but little
over three and a half millions,

. No more reliable estimate of the opera-
‘tions of the Treasury for 1855 can be
made, than is furnished in the results for
1854, The ordinary roceipts may be
safely estimated at a willion of dollars a-
‘bove the unavoidable cxpenditures. A
'portion, of this cxeess will be required to
complete the new Portage railroad, and
the North Branch Canal; and the remaind-
er should be fuithfully applied toward the
payment of the Stute debit.

. The aggregate receipts on the public
works for the past year, as reported by
the Canal Cowmissioners, amounted to
the sum of §1,876,078 00; and the ex-
penditures to the sum of $1,101,570 54;

leaving a balance of $774,508 34, from |

-whieh, however, should be deducted the

(sum of $37,900, properly chargeable to

‘ ] the year, for new locomotives and other |
lﬂ"" Spunlky!—The St. Louis “Repub- unavoidable expenditures—thus reducing ' reconstruetion of the bottom of the canul,
an” says that a fews days ago, a man the net profits to 736,608 34, If we add | could prove sufficient; and this was nee-

to this, $131,000 00 recived from the
Pepnsylvania railroad company for the
three mwill tax, which is elaimed by
some as a part of the ineome from the

the Imperial Palace. ‘while the man angrily refused. Atlength publie works, we find a net reveuue of
For siz weeks, all that p::udence, tem- the wife almost threw the child into the $867,000; a sum cqual to the interest
pered with love and severity, could in- Lusbands's arms, and exclaimed, “Take on scventcen millious of the five per cent.
ire, was tried to destroy the !Enﬂge of it, I can soon have another !” Edebt of the State. The nggrcgate IC-
Colonel in the beart of the princess. | ceipts were $67,121 less than for the year
At the end of the first week she wasre- . ribe greatest luzuries of life, is 1853, ind the reduction in expenditures
d; at the end of the s.econd week "}e to pay s bill. And yet there are some 8mounted to over $159,287,00. The
t; at the end of the third she wept in people who never indluge in the thing at withdrawal of the business of the Penn-
lic; at the end of the fourth she wish- o, ™ 7 0 o v 4o square round and try sylvania railroad from the Portage road,
ed to saerifice berself to ber father; at 0 s o ‘readily accounts for this difference.
end of the fifth she feil sick; at the end e s Viewed in every aspect, this exhibit is
| p@Nicholas Longworth, of Cincinnati, gratifying. Few similar systems of im-
bimself is perbape the richest man in the West.— provement in the couutry can present a

of the sixth sio was dying.
. ile, the Colonel, scein A
Meanwhile, j 8 wilh- He pays 821,544 tax. At one time we more favorable pieturc. Some of them,
enuse, helivee he wan a POOI" shoomgkgf

~

race at the court of his host
fees bimsell LL

in disg
oyt idaring to con

[

in other States, have rceently been re- !

-

petition, the revenue would have been
largely increased. The general move-

panies, to advance these rates, may per-
haps, relieve the State to some extent in
this respect.

The Delaware division makes a most
 gratifying exhibit. The gross receipts
' counted $365,325 07, and the expendi-
tures $59,738 67, showing a net profit of
$305,588 40; a sum equal to the interest
on six millions of the public debt, and to
20 per cent. on the original cost of the
work, including the expenditure for new
| works.

The North Branch Canal and the Co-
lumbia railroad also present favorable re-
sults. The business and tolls on the for-
' mer have inreased with marked rapidity;
and the mapasgement on both these
branches bear the marks of skill and
cconomy. 'The expenses on the Alleghe-
ny Portage road bave been largely redue-
'ed, and the business better regulated than
at apy former period.—As a whole, I feel
constrained to say, that the condition of
the public works has been improved du-

ring the last year: in no particular, to so |

valuable an extent, as in the matter of |
coutracting debts, which it seems has
been almost entirely avoided. The of-
ficers on the respective lines report that
they have paid all expenses; and some

of them have gone sofar as to say to the |

(Canal Board that they will be personally |
responsible for any debts that may here- |
after be discovered, This is truly a great |
reform—for nothing has cost the State
so much, as the pernicious practice of
making debts on the public works; I still |
think it should be iunterdicted by positive
law. I.

In my last message I gave my views
at length, as to the principles and rules
that should control in the managment of |
the State improvements and I need not |
repeat them in this. I would respectful-
ly suggest, however, that so much of the |
law as binds the Canal Commissioners to |
a fixed rate of tolls for the whole season, |
should be repealed. The officers direct-
ing the operations of the public works
should it seems to me, be left free to mect
the exigencies in trade and commeree, as
they may arise.

The work on the Mountain railread has
progressed slowly, and it it obvious that
it will not be fully completed before the
summer of 1855. I must confess myself
sadly disappointed as to the time and
money consumed in the construction of
this work. The expenditures, since I came
into office, have greatly exceeded the
whole amount estimated as necessary to
complete the line; and yet, it is but jus-
tice to say, thatthe Pennsylvania rail-
road, lying parallel with it, has cost a
still larger sum per mile.

I have endeavored, during my service,
to guard against the commencement of
schemes of this or any other character,
to entail future liabilities on the Treasury.
This ought to be the settled policy of the
State. No new improvements should be
undertaken, upon an pretext whatever.—
The payment of the debt, and that only,
should absorb the surplus revenues of the

Treasury. If this policy be pursued, no
other financial schewe, to pay the debt,
“will be necessray. The large annual sur-
puls will reduce the State’s indebtedness
with sufficient rapidity.

I regret, exceedingly, the necessity of
announcing to you that the North Branch
Canal is not yet in full operation. It is
pow more than a year since the Canal
Commissioners directed the water to be
let into the main trunk of that improve-
ment, and deelared their confident belief,
that it would be in successful operation
Ly the middle of last summer; but (heir
sanguine expectations, as well as those of
 the people, Lave, in this respect been gad-
ly disappointed. A variety of unforsccn
difficultics presented themselves in the
“way of the attainment of this end. The
“old work,eonstructed some twelve or fifteen
'years since, as well as some seetions of

the new, located on the hill side, near
' the matgin of the river, when tested by
the admission of water, turned out to be
| porous, and totally insufficient in its ma-
terial and formation. It some instances
' rocks, roots, trees aud stumps have becn
concealed under the bottom of the ehan-
| nel, covered only by a few inches of carth;
‘thus presenting but a slight obstruction
to the passage of the water out into the
' bed of the river. This is especially the
| ease in mueh of the old work, in all such
sections or places, no remedy, short of a

essarily a tedious and expensive process.
There is still a considerable portion of the
work to remodel in this way; but it is confi-
dently belicved that it will be ready for use
in the carly part of the coming season. That
the utmost skill and vigilance has at all times
been exhibited by the agents of the State, on
this line, I do not believe; but the deficiencey,
in this particolar, on the new woerk, has not
been so palpable s alleged by some. Iudeed,
since May last, great energy has character-
ized the wanagement on this line; the Pres-
ident of the Canal Board having devoted much
of his time to a personal supervision of the
work. But it is obvious, no degree of capae-
ity in the State’s asgents, for the last year,
could have overcome all the difficulties that
were encountered, with sufficient celerity, to
have entirely satisfied public expectation.

At the time [ eame to office, the enm ne-

ment now on foot amongst railroad com-

cessary o eomplete this work was estimated |

luy, I cannot refrain from repeating my on.
faltering confidence in the wisdom of the pol-
icy that dictated the eompletion of this work.
The large increase of business and tolls for

the year just closed, on the older portion of

the line, indicates what we may safely antic-
ipate from the new; and, I cannot doubt, that
the gross amount of business it will command,
and the revenue it will yield, will exceed the

most sanguine expectations of its advocates, |

The inexhaustible mines of ceal with which
that section of the State abounds, the pro-
ducts of which are destined to pass through
this avenue to a limitless market, will fur-
nish for it & never failing supply of business
and tonnage. Besules, its completion will
be an act of justice to the industrious and en-
terprising inhabitants of that part of the Com-
monwealth, who have heretofore willingly
contributed towards the construction of the
other improvements of the State, from which
they could derive but little advantage. It
will, also, add to the general prosperity of the
adjacent country; to the value of property,
and consequently to the revenues of the State.
At the time of my induction into

oflice the funded debt. including

accrned interest, amounted to

$9E SUT OFceiniorerireesrssensnanereeane B9 (1,104,457 48
Add to this the loan of April. 1852,

to complete the N. Branch canal, 850,600 60

$41,004,457 45
Deduet payments as follows:
terest on outstanding cortik-
CAlEB s cisiisasasasaniiom Sa.063 39
Reeeipts to the sink-
ing fund up tothis
EEIIIC. .o eeesrasnvasaesans 1,000 . 856 15

In

Total fnded et 2o 000,537 B4
The flonting debt and unpaid ap-

propriations at the periodaiready

indicated .o iciiaaasmssamsesannies:  14H21.090 15
Deduet the available balapes then

i the Treasurs .. (20,000 00

S671.08015
The floating delit. temporary loans,
unpaid appprepriations exeept
for repaivsafter the 1st Deeom-
lll‘[‘. l?‘-.l't
Dulanee in the Treasary, Novems-
ber 30, 1854, after deducting the
amount applicable to the oli
publie debt and the relief issaes

1. 634,000 00

......................................

then onhand,....voo .. 865,920 GO
BALAIICE, o civesnssonsisssusinniessormonsss S0 H,020 00
During the same period the following appropri- |

ations and payments kave been made toward the
construction of new improvemionts, to wis
For the reconstructing of the Co-

Inmbia railroad,..... ..
For the new railroad oy

&514.407 66
er the Al-

legheny mountaing, owweeeen.  L117,055 03
For the complaticn of the Weat-
OTIl FOSOEV O civeermsereressrensensa — ol DEk. 00
For the North Braneli canal,........ 1.206.352 56
New locks on Delaware division, 100319 99

eeinl payments.......... 95,335 71

Sundry sp

22,086,778 U5

The foregoing figures exhibit the aston-
ishing fact, that the Treasury has been an-
nually paying over a milliou of dollars to-

wards the construction of new improve- |

ments and at the same time accomplished
a small reduction of the puplic debt

As made my duty, by an act o "the T.e-!

gislature, approved the 27th of April last,
providiug for the sale of the main line of
the publie works, sealed proposals for its
purchase were invited, up to the first Mon-
day of July last.  No offers were
under this invitation ;and public notice was
agcain given, on the 14th of November
last, In aecordance with the 20th seetion

of the aet, for proposals, to be submitted |

to the General Assembly; but none have
been received. This illll'}‘il\'l'ﬂll'!i{ i-‘u,
therefore, still the property of the State,
sulijeet to such disposition as the Legisla-
ture may deem necessary

" My mind has undergone no change, on
the subject of selling the public works
sinee the period of my last message, |
think the llnlil.';\‘ of the measure dependls
mainly upon the price that can be obtain-
ed, and the econditions on which pur lias-
¢rs may he willing to hold these works for

the nse of the publie. With a full aud fair |

consideration, and on terms amply protec-
tive of the rights and interests of the peo-
ple, in the future enjoyinenis ¢ { these high-
ways—a sale might uot prove injurious to
s the public weal.  Bat it is eertainly nei-
ther wise not petitic to assume that they
| must be sold for whatever ean be obtaju-
Led; or that they should, in any eveut, be
given away. Nothing could have a more
| prejudicial eficet npon the interests of the
Rtate, as involved in these improvements,
than the avowal of such a determination.
! Nor is it less nuwize to disparage the val-
tue of the Commonwealith’s property, at

for sale. No intelligent private eitizen

tate. e would hardly give notice to
capitalists, in advance, that he weuld sell
| his farm for a faiv price; but if wuwilling
to pay such reasonable consideration, they
could have it for half the money.  Nor
wonld such a person proclaim, that of all
the farms in the country, his was the least
productive.

citizens of the State—perhaps of a wajor-
ity—that the public works should be sold;
but this desire is evidently based upon the
assumption that the measnre weould be
one of real economy-—-that it would leasen,
withont the hazard of increasing, their au-
writl toxes.  'The realization, of such on
object, it must be pereeived, then, llt‘-":t'!u].-i
entirely upon the priee and terms. I'hose
who desire a sale, certainly expeet the
State to be the gainer by such a wmeasure.
No other important, or sufficient reason
for parting with this property has been
assigned.

1t is nsually said that the works should

be soid to ‘pay the public delt and lessen
the hurthens of the peoanle: bat it must be

1.103.918 54 |

made |

tlie very monient of putting it in market |

would so act, in reference to his own es- |

It is certainly the wish of many good |

qual to that on whiech the nett earnings
would pay the interest, then the effect
would be to inevense rather than diininish
these ammnal burthens. Thisis vot what
the people desire to accemplish by a sale;
nor will they be satisfied with such a dis-
position of their property.

The real value of the pablic works, is n
propogition full of difficulty; and I doulit
not the General Assembly will approach
the inquiry, duly impressed with its impor-
tance. Ten millions of doliars was fixed,
by the law of last session, as the price for
the wain line. This minimam is said by
some to be too high, and the feilure 1o
sell, regarded as the consequenes.  Otlh-
ers attribue the absence of the bidders, to
the condition of the mency market—to
the stringent restrictions imposed npon the
law; aud to the cffeets that had Leen pre
vionsly made to disparsge the valve of
the line. Butitis obvious that more
than one of these eauses may have opera-
tedd: and o greater than all may have
| been the hope of getting this property on

better terms, ot o future time. 1 feel very
| confident that the latter cousideratiou
was not without its infiuvence.  But, he
this as it may, it is certainly wiser to fail
to sell from any one of these canses, than
to hazard the works in the market, with
out any restriction or limitation as to price
| or conditions. A buad sale would assured

Iy be a greater misfortune, thae no sale at

all
The benelits resnlting to the pe lnixi" from these
{ improvements, have beon numerous and diver-
siffedd. They Imve faeilitated trade and com-
meree: stimulated productive industry in every
department; and have not enly enabled the fur-
mer to reach a ready market with the fruits of
his lubor, but have furnished convenient out-
lets for the rich mineral treasasures of the State.
Without them, the miner would be deprived of
Lis gecupation, the transporter be leftin help-
loss destitution, and the Cemmonwealth itself be
permitied to retain a parsimonious possession
of vast masses of natural and unproduetive rich-
Our prodecessors were wise in opening
thees avenues to trade and commerce: and if
wo wish to be rated wise hereafter, we shall nod
rashly and hastily throw away the advantoges
of their Mmture nse.  This use, to the full sxtent
in the event of a sule, can only be secured by w
]::ur---'liu.i of the right of the people to

}
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enjoy it.  The very first conditions of sneh o
| measure should be, that the works, and every
bianch of them. be kept ail times in good crder

{ and operating conditioe. and remain forever

| public highways, for the use of all persons who
may wish to transport goods of merchandise over
them, upon rates ot greater than those t‘]:.!!‘L‘—‘!l
upon other similar improvements.  No cor-
{ poration should get po=sasiva of these vainabie
| avennes, on such conditions as woild enable it

[t impose unreasonable Jurthens on the internal
| trade and tonnage of the Stute, or in gny way

to encroach upon the rights of the individual
citizen.  To obviate sueh resuits, the powoers,
| privileges and restrictions of an¥ corporation
| getting the works. shonld be minutely defined.
| Past a-'\]h"‘i'_-:u:-- sugzests these prudential coun-
| sels: for we have often seen in this State, how

diffiealt it is to confine the operation of these
artifeial bodies within the limits prl‘:-._'ri'iw-l Ly
| the laws: and we shoull not fuil to profit by the

ieseom
By the 29th section of the aet of
Oth of May last, providing for the ordina-
ry expenses of government and other pur-
| ]‘-0:-'“:'-: Nimrod Strictland, of Chester coun-
| ty, John X. Purviance, of Butler county,
and John Strohm, of Laneaster county,
! were named as commissioners to settle
certain claims and debts against the Com-
monwealth. It was also made the duty
of the Qoterpor to supply by appointent
any vacancy this eotimission which
micht oceur. The geutlemen already
' pamed having declined to serve, 1 accor-
dingly appointed Willinm W. Williamson,
of Chester county, Willilam English, of
Philadelphia, and John C. Magill, of
Westmoreland county, in their stead.

After a tedious and laborious investiva-
fion, these gentlemen have completed the
duty ussigned to them, and the result will
be communicated to you, in detail, in
their own report.

{ regret to perceive that the acconnls
go examined and settled, exceed the o-
monut of the appropriation nearly $100.-
LY It is well however, Lo see the end
of claims of this charaeter; and having se-
complished this it will be prudent to guard
arainst the recurrence of a similar stute
of affaire. ITndeed the practice of con-
tracting debts, on ‘he public works,
should be at once and forever abandoned.
it has been a fruitful zource of confusivn
i in the accounts, if not of palpable wrong
' upon the Treasury. The right to seatter
! the eredit of the Commonwealth in this
unguarded way, is, I venture to assert
without a parallel in the management of
- publie affairs.

b

in

Of the many defects n
the system of managing the State im
provements, this has been the most pro-
“ductive of evil. In my firet, as also in my
last annual message, I most earnestly ur-
ged the General Asembly to provide, by
law. that no debt should beeontract
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edd iJ:\‘
| the officers on the publie works; —that
the necessary labor aml material to main-
| tain these works should be paid for in
cash—and that each officer should o
compelled to settle his accounts prowmptly
The examirations just mudo, tdemonsirate
more clearly the necesity for such roform
Repeated attempts have been made to
repeal somuch of the net ineorporating tho
Pennsylvania vailrond compauy, us re-
quires it to pay into the ‘Treasuey annual
ly, a certain per centage on the amount
of tonage which may pass over that road
as an equivalens for the privileges grauted
' by the Commonvealth; but the (ieneral
- Assembly have as vepeatedly rejected

T the proposition: and I sineerely hope, that

| so long as the State may need the veve.
pue from this, sourcy, a'l fature atter pis

1o aecomplizh this eud, may mect » simi’
ar fate




