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danger the security, of other States,
Some European powers have regarded,

with disquieting concern, the territorial
This

—

' without resort on our part to our mer- tions, cordial relations of friendship have ditions of this character, escept in two in- 'vious ocession, they went prepared to as-

' cantile marine, the means of our enemy
to infliet injury upon our commeree would
be tenfold greater than ours to retaliate.

existed between the Governments and
people of the two countries. The kindly
sentiments, cherished alike by both na-

stances. Oune of these, composed of for- sert it by force of arms.
eigners, was at first countenavved and| Our minister to Central Ameriea hap-
aided by the Mexican government itself, pened to be present on that oceasion.—
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tions, have led to extensive social and it having been deccived as to their real’ Believing that the captain of the steam-
commereial intercourse, which, T trast, objeet. The other, small in number, e- boat was innocent, for he witnessed the
luded the vigilunce of the magistrato at transsction on which the charge was
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,

Tellow cttizens of the Scnote and the Hovse
of Representatives -

The past Las been an eventful year,
and will be hereafter referred to as a
warked epoch in the history of the world.
While we have been happily preserved
from the calawities of the war, our do-
mestic prosperity has not been eutirely
unioterrupted. The crops, in portions of
the country, have becn nearly cut offi —
Disease bas prevailed to = greater extent
than ususl, and the sacritice of human
life, throngh causualties by scaand land,
is without a parraliel. But the pestilence
Las ewept by, and restored salubrity in-
vites the absent to their howmes, and the
return of bu<iness to its ordinary channels,
If the earth has rewarded the labor of the
busbandman less bountifully than in pre-
ceding seasons, it bas left him with abun-
dauce for domcstie wants, and a large
surplus for exportation. In the preseut,
therefore, as iu the past, we find ample
grounds for revorent thankfalness to the
God of Grace and Providence, for His
protecting care and merciful dealings with
L+ 25 a people.

Although our attecution bas been ar-
rested by painful interest in passing events,
yet our couutry feels no wore than the
slight wibratious of the convlsions, which
bavesbaken Europe. As individoals, we
canpot repress sympathy with bumanp suf-
fering, wor regret for the¥eauses which
produce it. As a nation, we are remind.
ed, that whatever interrupts the peace, or
checks the prosperity, of any part of
Christendow. tends, more or loss, Lo in-
volve our own. The condition of States
is not unlike that of individuals They
are wutually depeudent upon each other.
Awicable relations between them, aud
reciprocal good wiil, arc essential for the
prowotion of whatever is desirable in
their moral, social, and political condition.
Herce, it has been my carnest oudeavor
to maiotaia peace and friendly ioter-
course with all nations.

The wize theory of this government, so
carly adopted and steadily pursued, of a-
voiding all entangling alliauce, has hith-
erto exempted it from many complications,
in which 1t would otherwise have become
involved. Notwithstsuding this our clear.
iy defived and well-sustained course of
action, and our geographicyl position so
remote from Lurope, inereasing disposi-
tton kas been manifested, by some of its
governments, to supervise, aud, in eertain
respects, to direet, our foreign poliey. ln
plaps for udjusting the balunce of power
swong theiuselves, they have assumed to
tuke us into acesunt, aud would constrain
us to couform our conduct to their views,
Upe or uuother of the powers of Earcpe
ha-, from time to tfme, undertaken toen-
foree mibitrary regulations, contrary in
wany respects to established priveiples of
interustional law, That luw, the United
States Lave, io their foreizn iutercourse,
uniforaly respected aud observed, and
they cannot recoguise any such interpola.
tions therein, as the temperary interests
of others way suggest. They do not ad-
wit that the soverigus of one eontinent,or
of a particular community of State, can
legislate for all others.

Lesving the traps-atlautic nations to
adjust their politicul system in the way
they may think best for their common
welfare, the iudependent powers of this
continent may well assert the right to be
exempt from all avnoying iuterference on
their part. Systemutie abstinence from
intimate political conpection with di=tant
forcign nations, does not conflict with giv-
ing the widest range to our foreign com-
merce. This distinetion, 8o clearly mark-
ed in history, seems to have becn over-
lopked, or disregarded, by' some leading
foreign States, Oun reiczs! to be brought
witbia, and subjected to, their pecuner
eystem, bas, I fear, created a jealous die-
trust of our conduct, and induced, on their

| ing alike to all nations, and by many lib-
Cerally exercised.  Under such ecircum-
éstaucea, it could hardly have been ex-
| pected that those among them, which have,
| within a comparatively recent period, sub-
| dued and absorbed ancient kingdoms,
planted their standards on every conti-
‘ment, and now possess, or claim the con-
trol of, the islands of every occan as their

friendly sentiments upon the acquisitions

of this country, in every instance bonora-
bly obtained, or would feel themselves
justified in imputing our advancement to
' a spirit of aggression or to a passion for
political predominance.

UOur foreign commerce has reached a
magnitude and extent nearly equal to
that of the first maritime power of the
earth, and exceeding that of any other.-

Over this great interest, in which vot on-

ly our merchants, but all classes of citi-

my, unless we at once departed from our
present peaceful policy, and became a

great naval Power. Nor would this coun-’

try be better situated, in war with one of
the secondary mnaval Powers.  Though
the naval disparity wonld be less, the
greater extent, and more exposed condi-
tion of our wide-spread commerce, would
give any of them a like advautage over

nestncss and desnalch, on reasonable | npproprinte domnin, would look with un- us.

The proposition to euter into engagze-
ments to forego a resort to privateers, in
case this eountry should be foreed into
war with a great naval Power, is not en-
titled to more favorable consideration
than would be a proposition to agree vot
to accept the services of volunteers for op-
crations on land. When the honor or the
rights of our country require it to assume
a hostile attitude, it confidently relies up-
on the patriotism of its citizens, not or-
dinarily devoted to the military profes-

will not be interrupted or checked by any
casual event of an apparently unsatisfac-
tory character.  The French Consul at
San Franeisco was, not long since, broaght
into the United States district court at
that place, by compulsory process, as a
witness in favor of another foreign coun-
sul, in violation, as the French Govern-
ment conceives, of his privileges under
our consular convention with France.
There being nothingz in the transaction
which ecould imply any disrespect to
Franee or its Consul, such explanation|
has been made as I hope will be satisfac-
tory. Subsequently, misunderstanding
arose on the subject of the French Gov-
ernment baving, as it appeared, abruptly
excluded the Awerican Minister to Spain
from passing through Franee, on his way |
from Louden to Madrid, Dut that Gov-
ernment has unequivoeally dizavowed any
design to deny the right of transit to the
Minister of the United States; and, after

zens at least indirectly, are coneerned, it $10M, to augment the Army and the Navy,
is the duty of the exceutive and legisla- 50 38 to make them fully adequate to the
tave branches of the government to exer- €mergency which calls them into eaction.

cise a careful supervision, and adopt
proper measures for its protection. The
poliey which I have had in view, in re-
gard to this interest, embraces its future
as well as its present security.

Loug experience has shown that, in |
gencral, when the poincipal Powers of |
Eurcpe are engaged in war, the rights of |
neutral nations are endangered.  This
cousideration led, in the progress of the
war of our irdependence, to the forma-
tion of the celebrated confederacy of
armed wueutaility, a primary object of
which was, to assert the doectrine, that
frec ships make free goods, exeept in the”
vase of articles coutraband of war: a doe-
trie wbich, frow the very cemmence-
ment of our uational being, has been a
cherished idea of the statesmen of this
country. At one period or another, eve-
ry maritime Vower bas, by some solemn
treaty stipulation, recognized that prinei- |
ple; and it might have been heoped thet !
it wonld come to be usiversally reccived |
aud respected as 2 rule of internationzi |
law. Dut the refusal of one power pre- |
vented this, and in the pext great war |
which ensued, that of the Frepeh revolu- |
tion, it failed to be respected among the
billigerent States of Europe.  Notwitk- 1
stunding this, the principle is generally |
admitted to be a sound aud salutary one; |
so much so, that, at the commencement of
the existing war in Europe, Great Britain
and France aunounced their purpose to |

observe it for the present; not, hewever, |
es a recognized international right, but as |
a mere concession for the time being.~— |
The co-operation, however, of these two |
powerful maritime nations in the interest
of peutral rights, appeared to me to af- |
ford an occasion, inviting and justifying, .
ou the part of the United States, for a
renewed effort to make the doetrine in.
gucstion a principle of international law,
by means of special conventions between
the severs] Powers of Europe and Amer-
iea. Accordingly, a propositicn, embrac-
10z not only the rule, that free ships make
free goods, except coutraband articles, .
Lat ulso the less contested one, that neu-
tral property, otlier thau contrabaud, tho'
on board cnemie’s skips, shall be exempt
from confiscation, has been subwmitted by
this Gorvernment to those of Europe and
Ameriea.

Russia acted promptly in this matter,
aud a couveution was concluded between
that country and the Upited States, pro-
viding for the obeervance of the prinei-
ples, announced, not only as between
themselves, but also as= between them and
all other natious, which shall enter into
like etipulations. None of the other pow-
crs bave as yet taken fual action on the
subjeet. I am vow aware, however, that
any ovjection to the proposed stipulations
bas been made; but, on the contrary, they
are acknowledged to be essential to the
sccurity of wmeutral commerce; and the
only apparcnt obstacle to their general
adoption is in the possibility, that it may
be encumbered by ivadmissible condi-
tions.

The King of the Two Sicilies has ex-
pressed to our Minister at Naples his
readiness to coneur in our proposition rel-
ative to peutral rights, and to enter into
a conveution on that subject.

The King of Prussia entirely approves
~of the project of a treaty to the same ef-
 feet. submiitted to Lim, but proposes an
'additional artcie providing for the re-
'pupcistion of privateering. Such an ar-

The proposal to suirender the right to
employ privateers is professedly founded
upon the yrinciple that private property
of unoffending non-combatants, though
enemies, should be exempt from the rav-
ages of war. DButthe proposed surrender |
goes but little way in carrying out that
principle, which equally requires that
such private property should not be seiz-
ed or molested by natioval ships of war.
Should the leading Powers of Europe
coneur in proposing, as a rule of interna-
tional law, to exempt private property up-
on the ocean from =seizure by public
armed cruisers, as well as by privateers,
the Unpited States will readily meet them
upon that broad ground.

Since the adjournment of Congress, the
ratifications of the treaty between the U-
nited States and Great Britain, relative
to coast fisheries, and to reciprocal trade
with the British North American provin-
ces. have been exchanged, and some of
its anticipated advantages are already en- |
joyed by us, althouzh its full exceution
was to abide certain acts of lecislation not
yet fully performed. 8o soon as it was |
ratified, Great Britaio opened to our com-
merce the free navigation of the river St.
Lawrence, and to our fishermen unmo-
lested aceess to the shores and Lays, from
which they had been previously excluded,
on the coasts of bLer North American
provinees; in return for whieh, shie asked
for the iutroduction, free of duty, into the

| ports of the United Ststes, ot the fish

caught on the same coast by British fish.
ermen.  This being the compensation,
stipulated in the treaty, for privileges of
the bLighest importance aud value to the
United States, which were thus voluntar.

' ily yielded before it became cfiective, the

request seemed to me to be a reasonable
one; but it could not be acceded to, from
want of suthority to suspend our laws
imposing duties upon all foreign fish.——
In the mean time the Treasury Depart-
ment issued a regulation, for ascertaining
the duties paid or secured by bouds on
fish caught upon the coasts of the British
provinces, and brought to our markets by
British subjects, after the fishiug-grounds
had been made fully aceessible to the cit-
izens of the United States. 1 recommend
to your favorable consideration a propo-
sition, which will be submitted to you, for
authority to refund the duties and cancel
the bonds thus received. The provinees
of Canada and New DBrunswick have also
anticipated the full operation of the trea-
ty, by legislative arrangements, respec-
tively, to admit, free of duty, the products
of the United States mentioned in the
free list of the treaty; and apn arrange-
meut, similar to that regarding Dritish
fich, has been made for duties now charge-
able on the products of those provinees
cnumerated in the same free list, and in-
troduced therefrom iuto the United
States; a proposition for refunding which
wili, in wy judgment, be in like manner
entitled to your favorable consideration.

There is difference of opinion between

explanations to this cffcet, he has resam-|
ed his journey, and actually returned
through France to Spain. I herewithlay
before Congress the correspovdence on
this subject between our Euvoy at Paris, |
and the Miuister of Foreign Relations of|
the French Governngut.

The position of our affuirs with Spain
remains as at the close of your last ses-
sion. Internal agitation, assuming very
nearly the character of political revolu-
tion, has reeently convulsed that country.
The late Ministers were violently expel-
led from power, and men, of very differ-
eut views in relation toits interpal affairs,
bave sueceeded. Since this change there
has been no propitious opportunity to re-
sume and press on mnegotiations for the
adjustment of serious questioas of difficul-|
ty between the Spanish Government and
the United States.  There is reason to
belicve that our Minister will find the

'present (GGovermment more favorably in-

clined than the preceding to comply with
our just demands, and to make suitable
arrangements for restoring harmony, and
preserving peace between the two coun-
tries.

Negotiations are pending with Den-
mark to discontinue the practice of levy-
ing tolls cn our vesscls and their cargoes
passing through the Sound. I do not
doubt that we can claim excmption there-
from, as a matter of right. Itis admit-
ted on all bands that this exaction is
sanctioned not by the general prineiples
of the law of nations, but only by special |
conventions, which most cf the commer-
cial nutions have entered into with Den- |
mark. The fifth article of our treaty of
1#26 with Denmark, provides that there|
shall not be paid, on the vessels of the|
United States and their cargoes when|
passing through the Sound, higher duties
than those of the most favored na!.ions.-—;
TLis may be regarded as an implied a-’
greement to submit to the tolls during the |
continuauce of the treaty, and, conse-|
quently, may embarrass the assertion of
our right to be released therefrom. There|
sre also other provisious in the treaty
which ought to be modified. It was to
remain in foree for ten years, aud until
one year after cither party should give
notice to the other of intention to tormi-
ate it. I dcem it expedient that the
contemplated notice should be given to|
the Government of Denmark. .,

The vaval expedition, dispatehed about]
two years since for the purpose ol estab-
lishing relations with the empire of Ja- |
pan, has becn ably and skillfully eonduc- |
ted to a suceessful termivation by the of-
ficer 2o whom it was iutrasted. A trea-
ty, opening certain of the ports of that
populous country, has been negotinted;
and in order to give full effect thereto, it
cnly remains to exchange ratifications,
and adopt requisite commercial regula- |
tions, ,

Tha treaty lately concluded between
the United States and Mexico settled
some of our most embarrassing diffieultes
with that country, but vumerous claims)

‘upon it for wrongs and injuries to our

‘of interruption.

'been reopened by serious misunderstand- of this

| Atlantie axd Pacifie.

re-:rmph:tion and importaunce of this tras

San Francisco, aud succeed in reaching | founded, and believing, also, that the in-
the Mexican territories; but the effective truding party, havieg no jurisdiction o-
measures taken by this government com- | ver the place where they proposed to
pelled the abandonment of the undestak- make the arrest, would encounter derpe-
ing. 'rate resistance if they persisted in their

The commission to establish the new purpose, be interposed, effectually, to
line between the Uuited States and Mex- prevent violence sud bloodehed. The A-
ico, according to the provisions of the merican minister aflerwards visited Grey-
treaty of the 30th of December last, has 'town, and whilst he was there, a mob,
been organized, and the work is alrcady|including certain of the so ealied public
commenced. functionaries of the place, surrounded the

Qur treaties with the Arzeutine Coun- bouse in which bhe was, avowing that they
federation, and with the Republies of U- hsd cowe to arvest bim, by order of some
ragnay and Puaraguay, secure to us the person exercising the chief authority.—
free navigation of the river La Platte, While parleyins with them he was wound-
and some of its larger tributaries; but the ed by a missile from the crowd. A boat
same suceess has vot attended our efforts despatched from the American steamer
to open the Amazon. Tle reasous in “Northern Light” to release him from
faver of the free use of that river,[ had the perilous sitaation in which he was
occasion to present fully, in a former understood to be, was fired on by the
message; and considering the cordial re- town guard, end compelled to return.—
lations which Lave long existed between, These incidents, together with the kuown
this government and Brazil, it may be | chkaracter of the population of Greytown,
expected that pending negotiations will, aud their exeited state, indaced just ap-
eventually, reach a favoratle result. prechensions that'the lives and property

Convesicnt means of trapsit Letween of our citizens at Punta Arenas would be
the several parts of a country, are not in imminent danger after the departure
ouly desirable for the objects of commer-'of the steamer, with her passengers, for
cial and personal communieation, but es- New York, unless a guard was [left for
sential to its existence under one goveru- their protection, For this purpese, and
ment. Separated ag are the Atlantic and in order to ensure the safety of passen-
Pacific coasts of the Uvited States by gers and property pas:ing over the route,
the whole breadth of the coutinent, stiil | a temporary force was organized, at con-
the inbabitants of each are elosely bound 'siderable expense to the United States, for
together by comumunity of origin and in- which provisicn was made at the last ses-

'stitutions, and by strong attzchment to sion of Congress.
‘the Union.

Henee the constant and in-|  This pretended community, a betero-
creasing inotercourse, and vast inter- genous assemblage gathered from vari-
change of commercial productions, be- ous countries, and cowposed, for the most
tween these remote divisions of the Re- part, of blacks and persons of wixed
public. At the prsent tiwe, the most blood, had previously given other indica-
practicable and enly commodious rontes tions of misclievous and dangerous pro-
for communication between them are by ' pensities. Early in the same wonth, prop-
the way of the I-thmus of Central Amer- erty was clandestinely abstracted from
ica. It isthe duty of the government to the depot of the Transit Company and
sceure these avenues agaiust all dunger taken to Greytown. The plunderers ob-
tained shelter there, and their pursuers

In relation to Central America, per- were driven back by its people, who not
plexing questions existed between the U- only protected the wrongdoersand shared

{pited States and Great Britain at the the plundsr, but treated with rudeness
{time of the eession of California.

These, and violence those who sought to rceover
as well as questions which subsequently ' their property. .

arose copeerning interoceanie eommuni-|  Such, in substance, are the facts sub-.
ecation across the Isthmus, were, as it was mitted to my consideration, and proved

'supposed, adjusted by the treaty of April bytrustworthyevidence. leould notdoubt

19, 1850; but, usfortuvately, they huve'that the case demanded the interposition
government. Justice required
ing as to the import of some of its provis- that reparation should be made for so
ions, a readjustment of which is now un-|wany and such gross wrongs, and that a
der consideration. Our minister at Lon- course of tasclerce and plunder, tending
don made strenuous efforts to accomplish |dircetly to the inseeurity of the rich
this desirable object, but has not yet treasure belonging to our citizens, pass-
found it possible to briog the wpegotia- ingover this transit way, shoald be per-
tions to a termination. emptorily arrested.  Whatever it might
Asineidental to these questions, I deem | be in other respeets, the community in
it proper to notice an occurance which questicn, in power to do mischief, was
happened in Central America near the B0 despioable. It was well peovided
close of the last se#sion of Congress. So With crdnance, small srms, and ammuni-
soon as the necessity was p:rwiw.d of tion, and might t_"‘-“:-lJ’ seize ou the up-
establishing interoceanic communications srmed boats, freighted with willions of
across the Isthmus, a company was organ- Property, ‘:“ﬁwh passed almost daily with-
ized, uuder authority of the State of Nie- |10 1ts reaca.
aragua , but composed, for the mostpart,| It did oot profess Lo belong to any reg-
of citizens of the United States, for the ular government and had, in fact, norce-
purpose of opening suek a truunsit way, by oguized dependence on, or connection
the river San Juan and Lake Nicaragua, with, any one to which the United Stutes
which soon becamwo an elligible and much ' or their injured eitizens wight apply for
used route in the transportation of our redress, or which could be held respon-
citizens and their preperty between the!sible, inany way, for the outrages com-
mitedd. Not standing before the world
Meanwhile, and in anticipation of the in the attitude of an organized poiitical
141t :-Jc:ct}'. beine neither c\:rn[.e‘t-'nt 1O CXer-

: tohts nor to disehurie the obs
way, a namber of adventurers had taken cise the rights nor to dischurge the ob

posscssion of the old Spani-h port at the lizations of a 130"1‘7“*3‘1"1“' UL o tact,
mouth of the river San Juan, in open de- 8 mariu fing estal lishmeut, too aanger
fiance of the State or States of Central ons to be disregarded, aund too guilty to
America, upon their becoming independ- | PAss unpuuished, a“"]' yet iveapable of
ent. had ridhtfully suceceded to the loeal bo"m;; treated in any other way than as a
- ' : G } ; 4 e “';‘” [ " 2 b

:*Ot't‘rt'igllt)' aud ju‘:jddicti‘:)n of Spillll."—' pll‘-.l.l.u t'l resort of Ollt!.l“‘-, or a l..l”lp Of

_ . a : ,

These adventurers undertock to change Savages, depredating on emigrant trains
the name of the place from San Juan del OF caravans and the frontier settlements

| Norte to Greytown, and though at first of civilized states,

pretending to act as tho subjeets of the| Seasonable notice was given to the pec-
fictitious sovercign of the Mosquito Indi- ple of Greytown that this govrnment re-
wns, they are sulmequeutly repudiated the | quired them to repair the ijurics they
coutrol of any power whatever, assumed’had done to our citizens, snd to wake
to adopt a distinet politieal orgsnization, suitable apology tor their insults of our

the United States and Great Dritain, as | citizens remsined unadjusted, and many apd declared themselves an indepcndcu:'miuister, and that & ship-of-war would be

to the boundary line of the Territory of !l new cases have been recently added to
|

Washington adjoining the British posses-

sions on the Pacific, which has already ]
art of the eiti- | obtain, from the Mexican government, a

led to difficulties on the p

- gens and local suthoritiesof the two Gov- |

ernments. I recommend that provision
be made for a commission, to be joined

the former list of grievances. Our lega- |
tion has been carnest in its endeavors to

favorable consideration of these elaims’
but hitherto without success. This fail-
ure is, probably, in some measure, to be

by one on the part of her Britannic Maj- ' aseribed to the disturbed condition of

esty, for the purpose of running and es- | that country. It has been wy anxious | which was in possession, under a title have au T R
Cer- | desire to maintain fricudly relations with wholly independeut of thetw, of citizens |disposition to make the required reps

tablishing the line in controversy.

;aovcrign state,

‘entertained that they might become a Passe
'stable and respectable community,
‘hope soon vanished,
‘assert uufounded eluims to eivil jurisdie-

' dispatehed thither to euforee compliance
s with those demands. But the notice
[ d unheeded. Thercupon, a com-
that| wander of the vavy, in charge of the
They procceded to sloop-of-war Cyane, was on:de‘red to re-
peat the dewands, aud to jusi-t upon a
tion over Punta Arenas, a position on compliance therewith, Findiog that peith-

NS : 5 ! .
the opposite side of the river San Juan’:t,r the popuiace, uor those a!-'s‘!.lm‘t;lg to
have authority over them, manifested any

If at the same time, » fuint hope wa

iuterested in the tion, or even to offer excuse for their con-

tain stipulations of the third and fourth |the Mexican republie, sud to cause its | of the United States, _ b ublic proela-
articles of the trcaty concluded by the U. ;rights aud territories to be respected, not Nicaragua Transit Company, and which;duc{; ho war_m-.d them by a P:i‘- sfﬁ“h.
States and Great Britainin 1846, regard- only by our cttizeus, but by foreigners, | was indispensably necessury to the pros- mation that if they did not give satisiac-

; . s Sy | . T ithi time spreified, bhe would
ing po sessory rights of the IJudson’s | who have resorted to the United Btates perous operation of that route across the fiov withio a E! ey procedure

part, oceasionsl acts of disturbing effect | ticle, for most obvious reasons, is much
upon our foreign relations. Our present | desired by uations baving naval establish-
attitude sud past course give assurances, ' ments, large in proportion to their foreign

Isthmus,

which sbould pot be quesiioned, that our commerc. If it were adopted as an in-
'ternational rule, the cummerce of a pa-

' tion having comparatively a small naval
foree, would be very muck at the mercy

' of its enemy, in case of war with & Power
' of decided naval superiority.  The bare
| statement of the condition in which tke
' United States would be placed, after Lav-
(ing surrendered the ri?rht. to resort to pri-
| vateers, in the event of war uiuh a bellig-
Ceraut of naval supremacy, will show that
this Government could never listen to
such a proyosition. The navy of the first
- maritime Power in Burope is at least ten

purposes are uot aggressive, nor threat-
eping to the safety aud welfare of other
natiops, Our military establishment, in
time of peuce, is adopted to waintain ex-
terior defcuces, and to preserve order a-
mong the aboriginal tribes within the
limits of the Union. OQur naval foree is
intended only for the protection of our
citisens abroad, and of our commeree, dif-
fused, ac it is, over 2ll the scas of the

obe. The government of the Unpited

tates, being essentinlly pacific in poliey,
stands prepured to repel iovasion by the
voluntary service of a pataiotic people,

and ides no permsnent means of
foreign aggression. These considerations
should allsy all epprebension, that we are

dimpozed to guerouch og the rights, or co-

The foreign commerce of the two coun-
tries is npearly equal, and about equally
exposed to hostile depredatious. In war
{ between that Power apd the Unpited States,

times as Jarge as that of the United States.

Bay Company, and property of the
Puget's Sound Agricultaral Company,
bave given rise to serious disputes, sud
it is important to all coneerned, thut snm-
mary mesns of settling them smicably
should be devised. I have reason to be-
licve, that an arrangement can Le mads
on just terws for tlie extinguishment of
the rights in question, embracing, also, the
right of the Hudson's Bay Company to
the navigation of the river Columbia; and
I thereforo suggest to your consideration,
the expediency of making a contingent
appropriation for that purpose,

France was the carly and efficient ally

of the United States in their struggle for |

ipdependenee.  From that time to the
prescut, with oceasione! slight interrup-

| for the purpose of organizing hostile ex-
' peditions against some of the States of
‘that Republic. Tho defenccless eondi-
'tion in which its frontiers have been left,
" has etimulated lawless adventurers toem-
'bark in these enterprises, and greatly in-
"ereased the difficulty of enforeing our ob-
|ligations of neutrality. Regarding it as
‘my solemn daty to fulfil, eficiently, these
;obligations, not only townrds Mexico, Lut
- other foreign nations, I have exerted all
"the powers with which I am invested to
“defeat such criminal proceedings, aud
_bring to pueishment those who, by taking
a part therein, violated our laws,

The euergy and activity of our civil
aud wmilitary anthoritics have frastrated
the desigus of these who meditated expe-

|

‘establishment at Puuta Arenas, but this/furuished

The Company resisted their bombard the town. o, =l i

groundless claims; wherupou they pro- be afforded '1“’“‘1 °§_{’°t‘“m ¥ 1o provide

ceeded to destroy sowe of its buildings, for their persoual salcty.

and attempied violently to dispossess it. d !
Ata later period they organized astrong loss of poperty, in the punichment about

foree for the purpose of demolishing the to be inflicted on .the oﬂ'cn.ling_ town, he
the means of removing their

mischicvous design was defeated by the effects, by the b_ar.ts of Lis owa ship, and
iuterposition of one of our ships of war, of a steamer which he procured and tend-
at that time in the harbor of San Juan. cred them for that purpo-e. At lengtl;
Subsequently to this, in May last, & body pereeivlngz mno dispositon on the part o

of men from Greytown erossed over Lo the town to comp'y with Lis r:;q.msn:.lo;ls.
Punta Arenas, arrogating authotity to be appcalcd.lo t‘he oommaf:nc;r o 4 e‘l;
drrest, on the charge of murder, a cap-iBriltauio Majecty's ac_hooner nm:l A,

tain of one of the steamboats of the Tran- who was secn to have l“m'f“;l“"*‘:n 7“ d“!"
sit Cowmpany. Being well aware that the parently mueh influcnce Wit l;lﬂ en :J"
claim to exerecise jurisdiction there would among them —to interpose, ang .l'f"':‘“l ay
be tesisted then, 48 it had been on a pre-"them to take #0mo COUTSE CirUzEtt to

To those also whbo desired to avoid®




