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they may unconsciously be leading the
lives of saaves. The subject is worthy
attention and invetigation, and we are
glad it has found notice at Washington.
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car .densed form,

all the matters discussed
referred to in the report.
The best
hat we can, do is to call the attention of
our reader.„ in a general way, to a few of
the subjects, with the view of inducing
theca to give them that careful and profound. consideration which their importancrJ demands.
The leading objects of the Society are.
The amelioration of the condition of
prisoners, whether held in custody for
trial, as witnesses, or convicts; and the
improvement of prison discipline and the
government of prisons, which it holds,
and we are far from denying, are as much
in need of reform as the inmates themselves. Indeed, it will be a useless work
to 'reform prisoners until most of our
prisons and reformatories 'undergo a
thorough and radical change. As at
organized and administered, most
al them are nothing better than high
schools of crime.
It might be interesting if we. were to
trace the history of prisons from the days
of Joseph and Jeremiah down through
the penal annals of Greece and Rome; or
recount !be labors and services of Rowan!), BECCABIA BENTIIAII, MILL, and
others. But our limits prevent us from
entering upon a field so extensive, how-.
ever interesting its survey might be.
We are not certainly of the opinion
that •jails and penitentiaries, or even
housnof reform, should be made luxurWe do not think they should
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