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CONSOLIDATION
The question whether the cities of

Pittsburgh and Allegheny, together with
the adjacent municipalities, shall be con-
solidatedinto one corporation, will come
upfor decision by the people directly in.
termed, at the October elacitiom This
is a question of much local importance.
Different opinions are held in respect to
it, and, vtaffimunitely. soma acerbity of
feeling ha been:engendered, resulting,
=frequentlywe me happy to say, In the
imputation of tmwortby and sinister
=d,.& As We judge, these IV2r ,*iiell'
manta Iris sot only unnecessary but un-
just. Tids Ls s question upon whichcit•
hens of equal intelligence and purity
may take opposite sides, without Wing
themselves open to condemnation as ac-
Mated by selfish or ambitions considera-
tions. It is net a question ofprinciple,
but of expediency. The" inquiry is not
u to what is right, but what is best
Will the interests of the people congre-
gregated in this locality, and here pros-
ecuting 'various lawful callings, be snore
largely and effectuallypromoted by com.
bizdng underone matdcipal gorentrient,
or bymaintaining the Venn and die-
tint corporations now existing? This
is the question the people am to deter-
mine; and, so far all relates to its maitre,
and theultimate disposition to be made
of it, there is no occasion for uncomfort-
Olebest.

Up to this time the opponents of Con-
solidation hare argued against it mainly
.from the pfunmption that it would ne-
mesia:lly result in lac:inningthe expenses
of administration. Itbas seemed to ts
that this line of argumentation was
probed beyond the fair limit ofreason.
The prime inquiry,m cases of this sort,
is not, eloredd not be directed to finding
which form will lead to the smallest
outlay of money, but which will most
ediciently conduce to the tine ends of
municipal • administration. Of course,
the question of resales cost lus its plsoe,
but it should be enbordinated to the
matter 'of chiefmoment. In expending,
money, whether for public or private
objects, reasonable cue should be tsken
toget the money's worth to return.

Dont:dies, it would be cheapor, so far
u relates exclusively to the amount of.
cash disbursed, to- disband the existing
cityand borough co potation,and go
back to the primitivetownahiparganiza-
tiou. Tout' isounomista, at every. de.
:parture from:that primate form of ad-
sillustration shave insisted, and truly
:enough, that expenses 'Would be tug-

' muted; but they were overborne by
considerittions superior, to those of re-
treneluneut. They were confrontedby
the stubborn fact that population had so
increased that township organizations
ware not adequate to the actual condi-
tion of asks. It was demonstrated
that forms of administration that cost a
larger number of dollars were indispen-
sable, and, on the whole, the least ex
pensive. The man who should now
prepose to abrogate the city govern-
ments of Pittsburgh and Allegheny, and
remit their respective populations to the
exclusive superintendence of township
boards and magistrates, would be'ac-
countedhopelessly absurd, if not actual-
ly demented:.

Allegheny has recently annexed a con-
tiguota borough and twin:whip, and

in obedience ,to the suggestion we
have just urged, is wellas of others we
Wall shortly develop. These annexa-
tions by her, as we judge, conclunvely
answerall the pinta set far made against
the farther consolidation, non whisk
the people will be called to pass.at the
approaching election. Was Manchester
=mudor Allot cny, solely togratify
the ambition of the latter? Wu Re-
l.:lesson added only to swell the cense-
quinceof our "liter city? If increased
expenditures result from thenabsorp.
Mona; are no compensations realized by
thetax-peyerst Is not the value of real
estate lamed,byimprovements already
consummated or In prospect! If better
school houses, more , teachers, and COM.

peitenter ones, are provided, education
mustbe on Amoresatisfactory butt. If
.watermains and fire engines ire sup-
plied to the new districts, buildings and
,thelr contents must be more secure. If
ampler police uningements have been
inadv for the outlying districts, both
Personsand propertymustreceive higher
protection. These'are amongthe things
that make city premerlies more valuable
in the raarkets than rural properties.
Whatever is wisely expended (or. these
purpose', is !irritably returned in en-
hanced prices ofreal estate. We should
be Mary to think that Allegheny had

'selfishly swallowed up the municipalities
adjoining her. Ifshe didsonnsaillshlL
tad. far the mutual advantage of all

concerned, as we doubt notA. did, the
aro:mein therm deducible is veryatrong
in favor ofthe projectfor larger consoli-
dation now minding. • -

These cities aid boroughs constitute
in reality but one :community. • They
are biterkickett-and interblended in innu-
merable wain What multitudesof our
citizens have their residentes in one
manicipality and their business in an-
other? What thousands have their
familyaltars in one corporation and at-
tend publlc worship in a dllferentone
Theseareonly speclmens of the mani-
fold evidences of identity of interests
and locality. Itseems obvione enough:
that they who actually constitute one
COMIIIIinityshould be one in form and
Ganrnment.

8o long as these municipalitiesremain
separate they' cannot escape constant
disparagement, in census tablas, in ru.
toss of productions, In historic lOW
mils, and in all other parricidal that- go
to maim up thereputation of a =anten-
na*/and commercial amponum. We

Lave heard It said that this was a matter
of personal feeling, rather than ofpros-.
Octal substance. We do not concur in
that estimate. The owns= Of &bonne=
establidonents of whatever sort it may
be, know It it of pecuniary consequence
to• them to have it popularly rated as
highas it will actually bear. -. Business
begets hotness. - The reputation ofbasf.
nest prodneei the saint effect. If the
general fame of the house of A. T.
STZWART 4 Co., should be dwarfed,
soas to be rated as a fifth or tenth rate
concern, its custom would speedily bear
the evidences of that impression. To a
'very considerable extent the MUM rule
is applicaLle to towns. Who doubts but
the Inutinoss-Of Chicago islargely helped
by the popular conception of her, much
of which is the net result of ceaseless
blowing on the part of her joins&I
Of mane the could not be wbat shewithout starling mint ; but she know.
how, by unityand by all other means,
to make the beat of her advantages

. Csr poopla are often annoyed by the
dliqoaraimmerite to which these Manic.
pal. divisions subject ..the.m. They be-
-491111/' died theauel.Tes occupying
pukka inferior to that to which they
'see entitled,..wben just recognitions
would be to their proilt. The dis-
quietude they fad,in consequence finds
expression in various ways; some serious
and some amusing. If the cenkno takers
or the internal revenue officials rote
Pittsburgh to be as she stands in her
Isolated, corporate capacity, tables are
lobortoriely prepared and published to
show that there is another and much
more Important Pittsburgh;riot one of
statutes, but of fact; that is, they add to
Pittsburgh lea surroundings' Why not i
intend the =poute lim its, and use
done with this labor of rolling the stone
up hill to hateIt condom again? • This•znay he taken as • manifestation of
salons disquietude. Ace. =ming ex.
Veldelt: of the' ante feeling may be
Exua fthwid'as7 day on the hotel reg.-
istete of New. York or Philadelphia.
large =gond" of boditos men living in

adjoining municipalities, invariably in- ,

scribe themselves as belonging in Pitts-
burgh; This is not done through weak.
ussa, butfor convenience and utility.

These sister cities, with the group of
boroughs around, have a high destiny
before them, tobe achieved not by.sep.
Irate existence, but by u nited netipn.
There are diEcnlties to confront and
purposes to attain, which -respire theirunited strength, and oriadom and ener-
gy. lin relation to some of. these we.
'shall have more to say.hereafter.

FAH% GARDEN AND HOUSEHOLD.
Attend the Fair.

ThePennsylvania State Agricultural
Fair will be held In Pittiburgh on the
24th, 25th,. 28th and 27th inst. The
grounds areinlng placed in good condi-
tion and every arrangement conducive
to the convenience and comfort of ex-
hibitors haVe been made. The list of
prizes is to be.quite liberal and farmers,
gardenens and horticulturists will do well
to be represented. That excellent
monthly, tho American 42.rieuiturut,
thus addresses its readers:

"Save time to awed theFairs; sod be
sure to take or send. something tohelp
the show., Have it in the beat possible
order, and don't expect so confldentfy to
get the prizeas to be made uncomforta-
ble if you lose It. It is no shame to be
beaten, but it would be shameful for a
poor articleto take a prize overa better
one. Therefore, rejoice that something
mornexcellent than year's could be
raised and that the raiser brought it. A-
good part of your reward shobld be in
having contributed to make a tine show.
A manseldom gains credit to himselfby
declaring openly that things he has, at
home; ate much bettor thanthose exhib-
ited. Such statements. If made, should
be saidprivately and generally in self
condemnation for not having ,brought
the articles. Tle unsuccessfal camped.-
tor seldom gains more than an unenvia-
ble notoriety by openly. impugning the
motives of judges.

Every one is happy to receive prizes,
and the hope that he may, is a great in-
ducement to present articles in compel.
iron. The honor and credit should
count for much, the money for very lit-
tle, and really the =selfish motive of
contributierto make a fine show, should
be the chief inducement to exert one's
self to thefair. An exhibitor going to
thefair With these feellogswillnot leavehis wagon loads of fruit, vegetablee anddairy products outside, while ha search-
es through the exhibition tables to findout it he will be morally certain of theprizes, before he decides to exhibit.'There Is nothing criminal in this, but it
Is certainly not honorable andcommend-
able.

Timely Hintsfor September.
From the American Apieulturiat 'WO

make up ourhints for the present month
as follows:.

fieptember is a happy month; it brings
the golden fruits of the orchard, and the
golden corn ripens under the autumnal
sans. There is, too, a harvest of green-
backs—no gold now-a-days—which Sep-
temberusually yields to those whohave
early crops to sell. Daring this month
the prices of grain in Europe become
settled, ordinarily. They may be suchhe to excite speculation, or the prices
here may quietly settle down to what
we may consider about remunerative

There is a greater variety of labors to
employ farmers in September than par-
hap' in any other month. Wehivema-
miring, plowing, sowing and harvesting,
threshing, feeding, marketing, all upon
tis at once, yet the labors are seldom
pressing and of an anxious kind, except
Perhaps a littleanxiety in regard toearly
frosts.'

'Animals'In general, need little care,
except good pasturage or feeding. ' Fat-
tening bullocks that ore to be finishedoff for the autumn trade need a gradual
increase of meal. as the weather grows
cooler. Sheep, also, thatare tobe *old,
should be separated from others sad fed
a little grain. Ersrolue any that it may
be necemarytohave Inmoist pastures to
check the very drat appearance of foot
rot. Shelter all during storms, and giveaccess to water and salt. Swum, to be
fattened this fall, will do much better Iffed a littleground old corn now whileat
mum. 4)1,13114g kept on thin swill, as Is

Orchard trait collect frequently, not
only for feeding swine and cows, but in
order to destroy the Insects Which sting
the fruit at the time of laying their eggs,
and toprevent the development of the
larvm which ceases into become gnarlyand todrop, prematurely ripe, or even
green. Much good eider for vinegar
may be madefrom windfalls.

Boot Crous.—All kind of root crops
haying becinne wellestablished and full
of leaf.keep on growing until freezing
weather, and often swell with limb.
glom rapidity, as the .e.150/1 becomes
moister and cooler. Keep the weeds
down and the ground open and loose,
and pull for cow feed whereter they
stand too thick.

lisans.—Pall before theripetted pods
dry, and lay theta tipto ,ripen in .small
h•ape, or, better, between two stakes
driven perpendicaluty about nye or six
Inches apart The plant■ being laid el.ten:Weil beads and roots—at the lame
time crosswise.
-Gran and Okra iSetdingmaybe done

now upon land which is in order to behad Gown
, to verygood advantage, pro-

vided we hare rains. If the grus and
clover can get a, start this fall, was to
make en approrimation toa award, they
will stand the winter well, and if theland is rich, be lit to mow next year. If
not ncb, the clover may be fed or inJnne,but not close, and cut for seed in
the fall. Timothy sowed now and get-
tinga good. start of all other accidental
grass ona good land, often yields a finecrop for two years in succession. If you
need the grain or straw, sow it, but ifyouwant grass, sow that. .

Waar.—Too moth stress cannot be
givet tohaving wheat land well pre-
pared—drained rich, and mellow, also
free front weeds, if possible. Sow dur-ing this month,-the earlier the better..Drill rather than cow broadcast, and putthe seed deep rather than shallow on alllight tolls.

is generally best to row ryo
Inthe early part of on:ober, ult often
gets too mach growth before ground
freezes If sown earlier.

Vermin' in Granarses.--driange to
have sea city from mice and rats.. Ratswill generally clear out mice and maythemselves bo.gotten rid Of by the phos-
phorous paste -which is a safepoison if
the poultry are !hutap and kept so for
several weeks. The.rate vomit up .the
polsou, and the chicken eat it and die.
The poison kills • few, but stampedes
the vermin.' .Ificeare not so effected; a
few die, the rest remain. Use traps and
cats; give the cat a sand box and punish
her soyerelY if ehe does not use IL
OW lamer, and well trained, Is almost
invainable. .

'Potatoes.—At the East theseason has'
been such' as to rot potatoes in some
places very much.. After tke vines die
or are. thoroughly blighted; the tubers
will make but little growth. They are
tit for mane, but not for market. Yet
many, are perfectly.good. It is some-
times best to dig and feed to pigt or cat-
tle before theyrot. If left in the ground
the sound ones willremain good, whilemost of the diseased ones will become so
bad that they may be detected at glance.This, it N claimed, is a great saving oflabor In picking over potatoes that rotIn the bin; beside'', the bound onesare
not contaminated,. and to more soundones will finallybe saved.

°unary aaa :gamey.
The question Of autumn planting

-should be decided by the locality. In
those places where winter sots In early,spring planting le preferable; but where
a long, mild autumn succeeds the plant
leg, the trees become well established,
and setting themat this season In advan-
tageous. The groind for the orchard
should be prepared as early, u may be,
by deep plowing and eubsoilltic. In
most cane draining also le advisable.
Order trees from the nurseries beforethe
seasonof taking up begfae, so:lts to ob-
tain them al soot u they areLt for Te•

Autumn Fruit is to, be picked as it
matures. This and anotherfruit should
be left upon the tree until it attains its
full development Peaches must be
picked before they soften. Pears shouldbe kept in a cool, dry minim, until theyshow signs of ripening. Bartlett pears,kept in a cool place until the supply isnearly exhausted, bring very high prices.Packages should be st hand in sum—-cient abundance to allow for the uncer-tainty of returns, from market Forpeaches, pears, and even the Choicerearly apples the basket Is fastgiving waytoa wooden crate, with two, compere.'melds that bold a half bushel eaeb.The sides of them aro made with slatswhich allow of ventilation, while thecompact form at the package allows itlobe packed to better advantage thanthe baskets.

Buddingwill continue with the peachand pear upon quince stockk Removeor loosen the ties as soon as the Imeshave formed a union with the mock,which is sumany in about two weak/.men of failure, ro•bud- if the bark
Avserting trait, either by drybaz -orcanning, is to. be attended to as the nly.
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earns kind Is 'useful where tlae_qoantity
Is large. Fruit dried ant-of-doors shouldbe covered by some open fabric to keep
off files and other insects.

Pomolvical. Exhibitions, either thoseheld by themselves, or in connection
withState and County fairs, do much to
Impart a knowledge of fruits. Visit
these; and if you have any fruit, go not
only as a spectator but as an exhibitor.
If there are any varieties of which thenave is lost, orany of doubtful identity,
take specimsns for compulion, and for
submitting toother fruit growers.

. Insects—Much may be done to diminish
the number of these by picking up all
fallen frOlt and feedbag it toswine.

Suds—Secure these as the fruit ripen:
Thais of atone fruits must not beallowed
to get too dry. •

Tads must Se kept down in the nur-
sery if good plants.are expected. The
plow, cultivator and pronged hoe; are
the principal implements used for this
porpnwt, and they should not be idle.

=CM:=I

The gardener is now occupied with
the care of his late crops, which, under
good culture, should be, growing tip—Idly.

Asparagus.—lt is recommended by
tome to plant in Unfelt. We have nev-
er tried it, but Meehan, of the Garden-
er's Monthly, says It Is advisable. One
year old plants have their tops cut offand
are planted ina well manured bed In the.
usual way.

Beans: Shell or dry all the Limas
thatwill netbe used before frost comes.
They are excellent in winter. Salt string

Cab3eges and Caulipisers.—Promote
their iorwth by frequent stirring of the
8011. U,, Ins if singe are troublesome
or trap them by means of cabbage leave;
laid on the ground. From the 10th to
the 20th sow seeds of early sorts in the
open ground to get plants for wintering
in eold frames.

Itoresok, or German greens,sow for
"sprouts"

Corn.-Baveseed from the best, and
dry an abundance for winter use.

Cueumbers.—Gather, If.large enough
for pickles.

Velcry.—Keep, the plants cultivated
and earth them up in list collars -00M
tea dale before .wanted for use: That
for winter is leftuntil later. •

Endite.--Blatch iranted for use
either by tying ::the leaves together, or
layinga pieceof boardsor slate over the

Manstre.—This is the key to 'widens-
NI gardening, and the heaps should be
increased from everraVailable source.

Melons ripen better if a board or wisp
of straw be placed between them and
the earth._ MEMOniwis.—illirrett,if not airendydone,
and 'cure and stone as directed last
'month.

Radish.—The Chinese Rose-eolored
Wintermay be sown. When not crrer-
grown. it Is tender end will keep good

6hallaa.—A species of onion, and
mach sled in the green state as a substi-
gatefor it. Divisions of the bath are set
six inches apart, in rows-one foot die.
tent. It is hardy an:d conies early in ttui
spring.

Spinach, for early spring, rosy nowbe
sowni.in drills twelve to fifteen Inches
apart. It meets with a ready sale in the
spring, and is enrol/table crop. •

Since Potatoes.—Carefully remove the
earthand take out the largest roots for
use. The smaller ones will grow until
host comes..

Squaahea—Alloir the Irma to root at
the
broods joiof-1sts, 'and look out for the late

uau.-
Tomatoes.--Preserre a good sopplY

and snake Wang while'the fruit is &ban-
dant. Select only tha best. formedand
earliest for seed. The "worm,"-before
mentioned, will still continua depre-dations.

Turnips.—SoW the round 60111 and
give Eissedeagood culture.' ' '

Winter Cherry. '—Bather as thefilth
ripens, and use for sweetmeats, or spread
in a dry room., _ • •

Oss'airaubeiry
Btrawberry plants can now be set out

it any time: - Itis trite August latener-.ll7 a. Very warm and very dry month,
but in case of tha absence of rain the
newly planted beds must he wateredevery day or two until theybecome es-
tablished.

The bed should notbe ina damp alto-
ation'or the soil heavy. Dig deep, pul-
verise finely, and apply a pretty heavy
dose of good barn-yard manure. Let the
divisions be about , three and a half feet
inwidth, andas long as may be desira-ble, Set the plaids aboufeighteen inches
apart, insert them in the grormditrtalyand well np tothe Mown, and then keep
clear ofall gram and weeds.

As to the varieties, wo would choose
for our, own planting the following;
"Triumph,'.' "liumell," and "Hovey,"
and if we wished another,,'Mumutda."
They should be planted m this wise In
making up a fall bed, with half a dozen
or a dozen divisions One Triumph,
two Juennda, three Hovey, four Russell:
In this way a fine crop is ammed withas
much certainty as anything can be. The
last of November protect the plants
with straw the first sear; after that, If
needed, lightimanure maybe substituted

Ahalfa crop maybe expected the firstseason. A mulch -of stew cut two or
three Incheilong will keep the ground
moist and cool, which this berry likes,and smother the weeds.--13cratentoteit
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