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jhelel--, peri'ortnera muudstid of seven Betti.

MitirldridArab:4 from ,Ainsd, a town lying one
h4ntrrA and thine leigues to the. east of. lia-
-trit.";','Six 01 them were playing upon Dotes
.vbefi*c mune up .; but, ou being requested by

Abu•Bekrel lioant to exhibit their serpents to
:.'es, they consented with alacrity.

~_ tiering made their-arrangements. all 'seven
- constimaced by putting op their hands uifbold

a
.' 4g4 herdwc while they mannered in concert

' -.- *;prayer addressed to Sides Abler, the patron
- or make charmers This invocation -finished,

, thesis musicians took their Bates and began to
play—the, chief charmer spinning with great
velolity, in a kind of wild dance, round the

Palm-leaf_ basket covered with goat-akin,this
which the.reptiles were kept.

„

* gadded? the dancer stopped, and, plunging
'Ibla baud into the basket, drew out of it an sap,

o'hake, which he whirled about, twining and
;eatwiningiV, until it !stoked like timid of green-

lib yellew silk. Ile -.then wreathed the serpent
• round his.• head, like a turban, dancing all the

, time, while thereptile . remained where he had
1plimedit, appearing to accommodate itself to
the, movements and will of the dancer.

ir. -The ;was then placed upon the ground,
... .!‘from

' itreared hull perpendicularly—the
1 bl attack taken by it when its haunts
:are in aded—waving Its body.from right to left,
-In ti with the mask of flutes.

the dancer, wheeling more and more
'raiddl , In diminishing_circles, again plunged

-',,-kis -Into the basket, and again drew from
;it rely four horned vipers, or tabu!

------•Tharereptiles, livelier and levy docile than the
. : 'asp, kept themselves hallcoiled, with their heads

. ~
;ideating -forward, ready to strike, as they fol.

i ,ME4,,vrith gleaming eyes, the motions of the
t charmer,on whom they darted, with open jaws,

'WWI' heLearn° within reach, launching their

,begiawith wonderful ewiftness, while their tails
ay es if fixed to the ground, and then
•again' winding themselves into coils.

. .• The danoer parried, with his abbeys, these
assaults uponhis bate legs, the vipers
'log to Impregnate the garment with thilLPlrltri--

- , am. Beth= nixed ono of them behind the
head, Alencing round, and calling in a lond

'. ;voicenaws of thehis patron saint.— •
' 1 0 the Meal, elastic jlexttullWith ,stick he showed nsits fangs,

from which oozed a whitish, ofiy imbstanca—
Then heheld his arm near the snake, which
struck him isimediately, upon which he ceded>.

• ' .'fed his contortions, as it an agony or pain
calling the time upon Sidna,Aluer, the reg.

- - tlie still continuing to strike, until he withdrew
his arm and showed us the blood trickling

1 - from it.
.. . - Rephscing the viper on the ground, the

charmer now applied his lips tothe wound,
aquae:Lig it between his teeth, and still keep-
ing np his dance, while the fintes went Rater
and faster, until at length he ,topped from sheer

intharitlon. ...

---:,..ir:,.. - .As lan w-confident that this man was an
4.- 'arrant juggler, and that the poison had been

-,"4.1.: , extracted trotti , the reptile, I asked him to let

.:r"l'' ' mehandle it.
' t-, • ; . - "Art thou a serpent charmer ?" asked the
' ....: . Bail•Scidddad---quist thou a faith implicit in

the power of Sidm-Alaser ?"

*Neither the one nor the theother," replied I.
...Should the serpent stzike thee, then, thy

honr is come,' rejoined he. "Bring hither a
hen, or some other living animal, and 1 will
prove the truth of my words" -

Unfortunately for iteelt a wretched cat hap.
paned to be at hand. It was brought to the

-., • charmer, Who caused the viper to strike it; tan=.
mediately after-which poor piles fell into con-

. - vuWons, which hutted for a law seconds. stet
~.

' sued about for a moment, and then fell, stiff
. , and 'Aced, soon Wier which its nose and eyes

maimed ablueishtint.Ineed Scarcely add that this experiment cured
me of any frantic desire to play with the horned

Of theae facts I speak from ocular esperienee:
. -.-,,. • , but, although I have investigated the matter

cloaely, Ihave never yet met with any person

',-, , 1,..!-- who couldpropound a satisfactory theory upon
i,
1.14-+4,, ~ the subject. I have applied to the charmers

:. --.,-

- - themselves, and to the people about them,
-. 1 , ' offeringmow, in exchange for their secret, but

..,• • 1_:,....: ; invariably with thename -result.
—"lf we die not from thebite of the serpents,'

.
... _, . ~., they would say, with au appearance of Inver-

.. ~1 turbable faith. ..it is owing to the protection.
-.1 . - Bnm:titian alone can satisfy - the Arab for

fit;'' this curious fact, of snake.charmers. To me
whoam not given to the supernatural, it seems
that these .men _must possess a knowledge of

. certain herbs, the juice of which neutralises
' . the effects of venom; and that they bold this

.1F,....,,ai remedy in their months whilesucking he wound
• them obtaining results usually produced by es-

,
•

~.. maim and cauterization. This suggestion I4,.''i • . ": rive for what it is worth.
Uusurrffsaimmuuragrutusdetarenivol.
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