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Prrni the London Mos.THEC OMFT—IIIIAT IT RAS A/EL.—AND WHATle To BB AAID ABOUT COMITS Ll Gm/mum—Weare just parting with a 'leiter who, attractedgreet attention, and probably excited greatniarm, at his last visit, more than two thousandyears ago. As that is theatmertained minimum,and on a very elaborate ealetalittiOD, 2495 yearsthe maximum of- the journey which the Comethas done since hie last appearance here, weknowthat it occurred during that period of historywhich is most interesting and best known to mostof us. Euglishmen know ancient history bet-ter than modern, and the affairs ofRome, Greeceand the Eastern Empires bettor than those ofany exietiog State. Sowe might feel almoet athome with this Comet, and welcome It as an oldfriend. It might, at its last appearance, haveterrified the Athenians into accepting the bloodycode of Drams It might hare announced thethatructiouof Nineveh, or ofBabylon, or the cap-lure of Jerusalem by Nebachednezzar. It mighthave been seen by the expedition which mailedround Africa, In the reign of Pharaoh Necho.It might have given interest to thefoundationof the PyraLin games. Within the probablerange of its Lie visitation, are comprehendedthe whole of those great events and persouagenthat constitute what we can the hinter). of Greece,from her early struggles with /biotic despots toher subjugation by 'tome, la the-annals of thelate Dower,-we have the whole periodfrom AlmonMartins and the destruction of Carthage tochoo3ofrom. Beyond a doubt, however, et some timeor other in that period scrfamiliarand so dear tous, precisely the namesign was seen in the skies.Among its spectators might have been not only,Kings and conquerors famous in story, but theRO called sagsv , Greeceend even the prophets ofHoly Writ. Thales might have attempted toHl its return, andtried toread its warning. Jeremiah might have
But how different the significance of the won.drone eight at the two periods ! Till moderntimes the boldest conjecture neverpleeed cometsso far as the moon: and the prevailing beliefwas that they were rather meteoric then celes-tial bodies. Thus they were describedas hang.tog over n doomed city, and marking the very siteof a Divine visitativa. They were namelycompared toa flashing seimetar or the burningbrand, The very expression is, thata Cometblazed la the sky. We are mot aware that itever occurred to astronomers tilt two or threeeenturien ago that Comets returned, the varietylu their appearance produced by the differentplaces of the earth in its orbit being quiteenough to belle any attempt to identify them.Ns sooner was it found that comets are in factplanetary bodies, re•oleing round the sun by theSame law as ourselves, than speculators raninto the other extreme, and fondly hoped theymight be linite between thia,otetem and comenob, or mitt. ri,n wonder trrough the me-setae, ruOi•na, tiro sue ease, the another, toallhue. Modern neiceee,however. though thathe range of our present visitor though Im-mensely wide earnperet with our lenetary pro-,portjene, Is st.rahoutor one withatelier dietancee. Ile had his t In the at-traction of the eon, as we Imre He cantravel,indeed, three ho- 'era and fifty time., furtherfrom the ns on, and Ithetit twelve timesfurther ;ban ~fame, the most distant and leesdiecovered 'dew of our system ; but even thisdee, not carry him one lit part of thedtetanco or the nearest fixed star. Let anyonetaken half eheet of note paper, and, markinga-tree with a sixpence in one earner of it, de-scribe therein our 'ohm eyetem, drawing the or-hien of the earth and the inferior planetsas smallas he can by the uld of a magnifying glass. Ifthe circumference of the sixpence stands for theorbit of Neptuue, then an oral filling the pagewill fairly represent the orbit of our cornet ; andIf thepaper be laid oo the pavement under tilewen door of .St. Paul's the length of that edi-fice will tasolesivately represent the dzetance ofthe timers'. fixed star. Chet the comet 'needmke more than i,OOO years to travel round thepageof note paper wehave supposed, is explain•ed by its great diminution of speed as it recedesfrom the nun. At its perittelioO or am we haveneon it more lately, it has traveled 127,000miles an hour, or mere then twice as feat as theearth, whose motion is about a thousand miles a Iminute. At its aphelion, however, or its greet- 11et die %Pee from the sun, the comet in a veryslow body, nailing along, as if doubtful whetherto return, at the rate of 480 melee en hour.This in only tight times the speed of a railwayexprasa. At thin pace, even if the comet couldwholly shake off the attraction of the sun— 1which it certainly could not—and were it totravel onward Ina straight line, the lapse of amillion years would find It traveling half waynetweee our sunand the nearest fixed star.__Comets, then, can hardly be Imagined visitorsfrom our system toany other or from any otherto our own. There le every reason to believethey belong to us, and are only planets of elighter material, leeeeettled construction, moreeccentric orbits and somewhat more devious.path than our solid globe.Comets are the very ricer of astronomers.Every science has its difficulties; policy its ye-see; history Its mysteries medicine its femme,ble diseases ; surgery Its deadly operations ;life itself it. great trials. But a Comet seemsto comene la one all the difficult problems ofobeervatitm and calculetion. Though it cannotbut-move by the same laws me our own planets,yet the ellimes is en immense sad the coursehomeward towards the Sub no straight, that itis neceseary to make the false assumption ofparabolic motion. The true ellipse, however,ascertained, the difficulty does not cease: forthe Comet is so disturbed by the attraction of theplanets near which it euooessively images thatthe orbit of one day is contradicted by the orbitof the next—curve, velocity, period, distance,all changing from -hour to hour. Been whenwe know, as we no with regard toHalley's Com-et, its history for two thousand yearn, and cantell the period and other elements of Its orbitfor all that time, still at every fresh return thecomet suffers planetary disturbances whichaffect it forever. But the material, the con-struction, and Lhe internal history of cometearo still more Inscrutable. The atoms( obser-vation and research havetailed to discover anyweight In them. The comet nowreceding fromour view passed on Monday within nine millionmiles of Venus, and if it had any density at allcomparable to our own would have effectedtheorbit of that planet in an appreciable degree. jWere that found to be the case, it would be thefirst to:ct of the kind In the history of these sla-tular bodies. But even if there were no weightin a comet, it might still be of very opapne mat-ter. It Is, however, hy no means certain thatthe very nucleus can intercept the light of aemail Isleemplo star. Yet in this light

,.trans-parent substance, is Inc source of the 'someonetail, which in some comets has been a hundred112111/0130,and in the present Instance, not leesthan forty millions of miles long. It is theseat of the most extraordinary changes and themost violent eruptions, throwingout columns ofluminous matter, many millions of miles long,in a few hours, not only in the usual directionaway from the sun, bat directly towards Guinn,and otherwiee as some chance maydirest. Thiscomet has exhibited the average of such tram,formations, as yet entirely escaping all the re-Sources of glass and of figures. But -if thereis more dlfficnYi and mystery In these bodies,there is also more promise. There is more chanceof new discoveries }sere than in the solid oldplanate. They chanie. They approach. Theyreturn. They Seam to have an office to dis-charge In our system whereof we all partake.Some of them are old friendsof the new ways;some are strangers. Both are welcome. Weno longor *expect them. either to drownor burr, the world. That it as Heavendimes; and dependson no chancecomet-stroke•ftle .hardly, postible !to look at them withoutitialn, that they repbutlek. sad perlialerlielth.phjs subtle medium, through yid*. they. diemthelr-bright prespsels,-and which-- Wars aper.,'.lll**ll4bulas thdOztaguti: •:.:414t=
4.:,4

,~ :~:~ ,:.~v

breath, it leas nothing compared with the thous-and and one chances on which mortal life de-pend& Italways hangs on a read, and thatthread is not weakened to the
n

amount of onefibre by all the millions of Comets which aFrench pbilo/101111CT Oilletjallel to mere in OUZ jsystem.

DAM:Z(36IIOI STA.Still or CIIHIST. —ln a lateletter of Bayard Taylor, in which be describeshis visit to the sum mer palace of the Imperialfamily near St. Petersburg, we find the follow-ing exquisite passage:In the course of one walk we came upon aruined abbey, so capitally imitated that if itetood anywhere else even an old traveller mightbe deceived by It. One square tower alone isstanding, and in this tower, which you reachby a wooden staircase built over the ruins, isthefamous Wattle of Christ, by Danneoker, thesculptor of Ariadne and the panther. This isno traditionary Christ with low forehead andstraight, insipid features: the bead is ratherthat ofa scholar and a thinker. You are atonce struck with the individuality of the figure.He'srepresented as speaking, turning towardthe left and slightly leaning forward. A singleflowing garment, hanging from his neck Whir;feet, partly conceals the symetrical yet some-what delicateform. The head is large, noblyrounded and balanced, with a preponderance ofdevelopment in the intellectual and moral re-gions of the brain, his hair long, but veryfineand thin; as if prematurely thinnedbythoure ght:the beard scanty, and the expasion of thecountenance at once grave, gentle and spiritual.The longer I looked upon it the more I waspenetrated with its wonderful representation oftho attributes of Christ—Wisdom and Love.Theface calmly surveys sod comprehends allfornia of human passion with pity for the
It
erring, joy in the good, and tenderness for all.is that transcendent purity in whose presence'the sinner feels no repellant reproof, but onlyconsolation.

I have seen few statues like this; where theform is lost eight of in the presence of the idea.In this respect it is Danneaker's greatest, as itwas hiefavorite work. Re devoted many a dayof labor, thought and aspiration to the model-ing of the head. When, at length, it was coin.plated in clay, a sudden distrust in his successoverwhelmed him. Having no longer confidencein his own judgment or that of his artisticfriends, he one day took a little uneducated childinto his studio, placed the head before it, andsaid: Who's it ?" The child looked steadfast-ly upon the features, so unlike the convention.al Christ of artists, and without hesitation an-swered: "It is the Saviour." The old man,himself a child in his eimplicity and einccrity,accepted this answer as a final judgmen t, andcompleted his work In marble.

T1,2 1Leer OF 1116 BOEDZII Humana—TheBorder Ruffians who once figured so largely inRansm, are pow hard tofind, and no oneis will-ing to acknowledge that he was one of them.Gen. B. F. Stringfellow is about to take up hisresidence at Memphis Tenn. Be is in too hadodor to remain in MissourLIlls brother, Dr. Stringfellow, has recentlyjoined the Congregational Church, and may beseen partakingof the Sacrament with his old po-litical enemy, GeneralPomeroy. flenow declares-birneelfa Free State Democrat, and is. stronglyreccomended by his friends as the properpersontit fill the °hee just Teemed by the resignationof Gov. Denver.
Gov. Shannon has met with a great moral, aswellas political change. Re has discontinuedthe use of his once favorite beverage, whisky,—discarded his Border Ruffian associstes—and isnow one of the most exemplary men In Lecomp-ton.
His old friend, the notorious Col. Titus, afterproving himselfa coward in Central Americaand• vagabond in Kansas, headed the Lynn countyaassesbis, the remnant of Col. Buford'e ragamuf-fins, and leftfor Arizona, there to work in themines, or "if unsuccessful, to rob the SpanishChurches."

Chic? Justice Lecompie is presiding over amurder trial in Leavenworth.Jack Henderson, who was conspicuous inclinking up fraudulent election returns, appeareda few dein since Inthe secret caucuses of theDemocratic party.Gen. McLean has not made his appearance inthe Territory since he perjured himself in con-nection with the famous candlebox.Ills miserable master "Gen. Caudle 800 Cal-Lotto," ix inclined to keep at • safe Jimanco fromthe people over whom be once assumed dictate,ship.
hi

left Fort t,„flans In the late ..tM•dtterittoffice of l'oreer in the Nary, an appointmentConferred upon hint by the lateeennieEmory is hi the United States Land i )(lice atKlckspoo.
General Whitfield le the Register in the same I

rke, tho murderer of Itarhottr, hento •ro 6o worked frith Lh. Rur-

Sheriff...Tones has recently receive :1 the appoint-ment of ',Receiver" in Arizona.All of the above notorious characters havebeen, or are now the recipients of importantoffices under the General Government.- -

nat. LA9 name Dectinto ix New desaer.—The Newark Lally 44w-titer alludes to the re-colt of. the recent election in that State as a rev-olutiou, and says Chet "if we are to judge of thenature of the verdict from the case an arguedbefore the public by-thisand otherjournria, andrubmitted to that public, by them and the candi-dates, the verdict proves thet Jerecyineu roin furor of protection to homo labor, fraeelabor, and think that Congress should amendits tariff so as to countervail that foreign policy,which is trying to monopolize the manufacturesof the world."
A malignant °bolero broke out among theRlareß of a Jefferion parish planter, and in oneday eighty, out of about one hundred on theplace, died of the peeiiileruie, Rays the New Or-leans Delta of the :13d.
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