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MR. SEWARD'S 'SPEECH
ON THE KANSAS QUESTION•

Delivered in the Senaterf tAe United States, .dpril 9.
[OONOINDBD.I

What is wanting here tofill up the ample-
meet of a high judicial mean? It is an accu-
ser? The youngest born of the Republic is he-,
fore you, imploring you to rescue her from im-
molation on the alter of public faction. Is it-a.
crime? Bethink yourselves wl•at it Is that has
been subverted. Die the ,whole of a Complete
and rounded off Republicad Government of a
Territory, Indeed, by name, but, in subdtance, a
Civil State. Consider the effect. The People
of Kansas WWI '.'perfectly.free." Thanow are.
free only to submit aud obey. Consider whose 1eystem that Republican Government was, and
the Power that established it. It was one of
the Chnstitutions of the . United States,' estab- 1tithed by an act of the Congressof the United
States. Consider what atyranny it is that has
been built on that atrocious usurpation. It is
not a discriminating tyranny, that !pelmets and
punishes one, or a few, or even many, but it'
disfranchises all, and rednoes every citizen to
abjeafalavery. Examine the code created by the
Legislature.. All the etatntat of the .Btate ofMissouri are enacted ingrate, without alterna-
tion or amendment, for the government of Kan-
'em, and then, at :, tbe,--end, the heavy
blunder of mienomer le.correated by an septa•
natory act, and thzeirheineverthe word "State"
occurs, It means "TerHtory." And what'a
code! One that stiles not, indeed, thefruits of
the womb, bat the equally importantelemental
a State, the fruite—the Immortalfrtiltsof the
mind; a code thatputs In. peril _ ail rights and
liberties whatsoever, by denying to men the
right to know, to utter, and to argue freely,
according to ooneelence—a right* In itself con-
servative ofall other rights and liberties. Is an
offense, wanting? He stands before you, Inmany respects the most eminent. man in allthe
world—the President of the United States—the
constitutional and chotien defenderand protector
of the people who have been subjugated and
enslaved. Is there say thing of dignity or au-
thority wanting to this tribunal 1 Where else •
where shall be found one more august than the
Senate of the United Stales? It'ls the anolent,
constant, and undoubted tightand usage of Par-
liaments—it is the chief purpoie of- their being
—to question and complain of all .persone, of
what degree 'cover, found grievous to the Com-
monwealth, in abusing the power and trust com-
mitted to them by the people. Does this tribu-
nal need a motive? We have that, too, [open:l-
N reality. These usurpations and oppressionshave hitherto rested with the President of the
United States, and those whom he has abetted. '
If they shall be left imredreased, they will 1heneforth become, byeidoption, -oar own.

The conviction of the offending President is
complete, and now he sinks out of view. His
punishment rests with the people of the United
Sweet phase. treat be hit ,betrayed.;Hialeah.vietron was oily incidental to the business ugh%
is the order of the day. The order of the day is
the re:tress of the wrongs 01-Kantal.. . . .

Howlike Onto- eitaialherarelthd t,irinioi,fat
tyrannyand revolution in all countriteand In all
times! Senses to-day laltithe !cry act of retro-
Innen against a tyranny of, the President of the
United bites, identical in all its prominent fea-
tures with that tyranny of the King of England
which gave birth to the -American Revolution_
EMMY has iostltuteAl a revolution, empty be-
cause ordinary,remedies can be applied in
great political emergencies. There is nprolound
philosophy thathelongslo revolutions. Aceord-
big to that philosophy, the President id assumed
by the people of Karam to enteetain a resent-
ment which can corer be app seed, and his
power, consequently, must be who y taken away.Happily, however, for Kansas, d foe us, her ,
revolution Is Calf that was antielp led and Banc-'
tioned and provided for in the netitntion of
the United States, and Is, there re, a peaceful
and (pandemic& le the express'. may seem)a
consiltotional. one.' Never-hero have I seen
001118101% so great for admiring the wisdom and&recitet of those who raised that noble edifice of
civil government. The 'people of Kansas, de-prived oftheir sovereignty by a doe:nestle tyranny
have, nevertheless, lawfully rescued it provision-
ally, and, so exercialeglt, have oonstituttd them-selves a State, and applied to Congress to admitthem as such Into the Federal Union. Congress
has power toadmit the new State thus organized.
The favorable exercise of that power will ter-
minate and crown the revolution. Once •beat',
the people of Kansas conzPreserve Internal order,
and defend themselves -against invasion. Thus,
the coustitntional remedy Is as effectual as It is
peaceful and simple. ~

This is the remedy-for the evils existing in
the Territory of Kansas, tibial I propose,—
Happily, Marais no need to prove it is be either
• lawful one era proper one, or the only poe.
bible one. The Presidentor the United States
States and the Committee 011 Territories, unad.
imously canted@ all this broad ground, because
he recommendsit, endthey adopt it.

Whereto, then, ao !differ from them? Sim-
ply thus:, I prat:wee to apply the remedy now,
by admiding the new.Sbite with its present pop_

ation,-and present Constitution. "My epee-
ponenta Insist on postponing the,measure until.
the Territory shall be conceded by the usurpingauthorities se contain 113,100 Inhabitants, anduntil those authorities shall direct and anthorlee
the people to orgsolee a new Stateunder a -new
Conatitution.• In othet• words,. I propene to al-
low the people of Kaman toapply the constitu-tional remedy at once. The.Presiden& propene.
to deter it indefinitely,and to commit the entire
application of it to the hands of the Missouri
borderers. He confeents theleadequeey of thatcanna by sating appreptlitioris of , money to en-
able him to maintain and preserve order withinthe Territory, until the. indefinite "period : whenthe eonstitotional:rented, shall. be applied—-:There is no tioilieletit reason, for the delay which
the Pneident :abbot; - He admits the- rightfcil-

inese enctusiiiialty 'of the remedy: tis *aright-
lot and neeentary now as it ever IS be. It ifdemanded by theconditionand al metances ofthe of. Karam now You cannot justly
postpone, any mote than. you can justly dear,tbae.rlght.. To.postpone would be a denial.—Theitreeldent wilt need no grant of money, or
nf armed man, to enforceobedience to law, when
lon. havesretirement the wrongs of which thepeo-ple ' anntiltiln Eion raider , Gevernment. less;free than, ourown, there 111. no need of :powerwhere justice holds thehelm. When: jollies isimpartially administered, the obedience of the~subjeot or cltisen will be voluntary, 'cheerful,
ant practically unlimited.- Freedom justly,' due
cannot be conceded too soon. Truefreedom ex-:lsis, the utmost *lids ofcivil liberty are oh-:trifled, Only where comPlainteare &only bawd,'deeply considered.:and epeedily redressed. So
-.only can you restore to Hanna the perfectfree-dom which you pledged, and she bee lost.
' The Constitatientdoee not preseribie 98,700, or:any other number *Vs, aa necessary toeon-
Admit: a State. 'Besides;under the present ratio:of inoreseco, Kensas„.whose population now is
40,000;sill,nutolnt,M)o,ooo Imajew. laths.;The point isdwoonoetningnumbetelititherelbre
,practically 'unlM.purtent. and frivolous.' - The
.President objects that the peat proeeedinge, by
;which the new State of Kansas was organised,
:eare'irregular in three respects: Firat, That:thewere mutilated, conducted end completed,;without a previous pennission by Coignes, orby the local nithorities within. the Territory.,,Seootidl.r. That theY were hatituted, **adulatedand completed, by a party, and not by the wholepeople of Sanas.; and, thlrdly,lhat the new`,istateholdsin attitude of delisinie and Weber-filinatlitn-lowirde theTerrltivial euthorities andthe Federal Union.' I'reply 'find, that ir the;pmytixungs in questiois were irregular andpar-don-like and: factions, the exiganalM ofthe:;case would at least excuse the hunt, and Con-:mesa has unlimited ditatetion to waive elem.—:Secondly; Thepradeedingi were'not thee irrtypi-.let, partleandUte and feedons, becometie act ofCoupes' forbade theta—no sot :of the Territori-.

al Legislature forbade them directly orby int-' plicedion—nor had the Territorial . legislaturepower either to anther* or to prohibit them.—The proceedings. were, Indeed. instituted bya
party Whofanned them. -Bat they were prose.1 eland and In the customary formeof popular allelic:2o, . which were open toall the
inhabitants of the Territory emended to vote by
the arpolo law, and to no °them and they
haviinno ease come into cendiek nor does the
arw,l3tato 1101, sot or assume to engage In con-
Mat witheither the Territorial authorities or
the Governmentofthe Union.' :Thirdly. There
ears be. no Irregularity where 'theta is cc -kw
prescribing what shall be regalia. -. -Congtess
hae-paised .mt law retablithMif regulations foras -

dr admisticei of "news Stater,.
Pr le lisuall'Wel, being without tom*

MEM

,tiroin arewithout authority. This la •
couotry•whose government is regulated notby
precedents, but by Couatitutione.- Doti! -pre.oedeuts were ueoessarr, they are,„found in -theoases of Texas and California, each of which wasrecognized and admitted, raided to the came a.
leged Irregularities.

The majority of the Committee on Territories,to behalf of the President, tnterpoee tine fur-ther objeotion, by this new State emend-.ration to the influence of a secret; armed, Po-litical society. Secrecy and combination, withextra-juiliolal oaths and armed poorer, were theenginery of the Missouri borderers in effectingthe subjugation of the people'of Brautas,'as thatmachinery is always employed in die commie=sloe of political crimes. How far Wyss lawful,or morally right, for the people of Xmas: toc etheir 4smpali :Li:s e:ebb s 6 .at alllecertainlyrr:
ag enciesews nmoa tyf o onbr e sthei aor 112aals'

defen seea.°tIvan
oo toe

freelY confess, however, my deep regret thatseorot-sooletiee for any,purpose whittioever,hnre.obtained a plaits among political oronlas-Sous within the Republic; and It Is my hope thatthe experience which we have now so disdain!,bad, that they clan be but too surly adapted tounlawful, seditious and dangerous enterprises,'while they bring down suspicion and censure on
high and noble onuses, when identified with
them, May be sufficient to induce a general dbl..continusupi of them.

Will the Senate hesitate for sti. hoer between
thehlternatises before themf The passions of
the American People And healthful exerinse in.
peaceful colonliationt, and 'Abe construction of
railroads, and the building up_and multiplying
of republican- institutions. The Territory of
Kansas lies across the path thiough whichrailroads most be hunt, and along which each
institutions most be founded, withoutlislay,: in.
Arder to presets, the Integrity of our Empire:Shall we suppress enterprises so benevolent and
so healthful, and inflame our country with that
fever of intestine war which exhattats and con-sumes not more the wealth and. strength thanthe virtue and freedom of a tuition! Shall We
°oaten thit the ,proclamation ofpeptides nos-
ereignty within he Torritoty. of ,Kansma was'not merely a failure, but ins a pietenge Nandfraud ? Or will Senators now contend titildthepeople of Kansas; deetitute as they are of a,
Legislature of their own, of Illeintise authori-ties of their own, of a militia:of their own, of
revenues of their own, ,abject 'to disposal by
themselves, practically deprited as they are of
thirighte of voting, serving al jurors, and ofwriting, printing, and speaking'their own elfin-lons, are nevertheleeg In the enjejesent and ex-
ercise of popular 110TeiZati ? 81:111f we con-tees before the world, so briefs trial, that
this great political system of ours iefinadequateeither to enable the majority to control throughttie operation of opinion, without Conk or to
give security to the citizen spinet tyranny anddomestic vielench 7 Are we prepared to soon torelinqulab our simple and beautiful system ofrepublican government

, sad to substitute Intheir place the m inery of usurpation. anddespotism?
The Congress etas, United States can refuseadmiesion to Kansas only on the ground thst It

• will nut relinquish the hope of carrying African
Slavery Into that new Territory, If you are pre-pared to assume (hit ground

, whynot do it man-
fullyand consistently, and establish Slaverythereby a direct tind explicitact 'of Congress I' Bathave we come to that stage of demoralization
and degeneracy so 'goon ? We, who commencedoar political existence and gained the sympa-thies of the world by proclaiming to other na-
tions that' we bald ..these truths to • bti-self-evi-dent, that all men' are born equal, and. -have
certain inalienable rights; and that among then
rights are life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness:" we who, in the spirit ofthat declaration
have assumed to teach and to illustrate, for the
benefit of mankind, a higher and better civiliza-
tion than they have hitherto known If the
Congress of the. United States shall persist inthis attempt, then they shall at least allow me to,
predict its results.. Either you will not estab-
lish African slavery in Kansas, or you will do
It at the oast of the eatrifics of all the existing
liberties of the American people. Even if
glittery were what It is not, a boon to the peo-ple of Kansas, they would reject it if enforcedupon their accoptanoe by Federal guns. The
attempt is in conflict with all the tendencies of
theage. African_Weeny has for the last fifty
years, been eying way, us well In thicsonntry
main the Islands and on the main land through-
out this hemisphere. The political power and
prestige ofSlavery in the United States are pasa:.
ing'away. Theslave States practically governed
the Union directlyfor My years. They governit now, only indirectly, through the -agency ofNorthern bands, temporarily enlisted In their
support. So mach, owing to the decline of theirpower, they have already conceded to the free
States. The next step, If they :persist .to their
present eoarse, will be the resumption and ex-
ercise by the free States of ttte control of the
government, without each concetedons as theyhave hitherto made toobtain It,

ThrOughout a period of nearly twenty yearsthe defenders of Slavery screened it ,from dies
cession in the national councils. Now, the/practically confess to the necessity for defendingit here, by Initiating dieconsion therosehen—They hen at once thrown away their moat sue-easeful weapon, compromise, and, worn out thatone which wee next in :effectiveness, threats ofseneeelon from the Union. It is under such
unpropitioua eiremnsuocee that they begin the
new experiment of extending Slavery into free
territory by force—the soloed power of the Fed-
eral Government. You will need many votes
front tree States in the House of Represents.,
tires, and even some voteetrom those States in
this House, tosend an army with a rations ofoboes [nib train Into liteneas. Have youCount-,ed up year votes in. the two Hoes& Etairlij(ll3oak:elated how long those who shall beet such
votes will retain their places in tho
Legislature 1 . .

But'I will grant, for thee:Ohs of the argument
that with Federal battalionsyoueon !non el"very: intoKaneas, and rosin it ; !hers. _ kteyou quite confidentthat this ripublidan f of
government can then be upheld anci preservid?You will then youreeliee have introdoned the%Jan nine. No republican governieentpier
has endured, with standing armies maintained
in its bosom to entente submission to its lawe-
A people who hive once loathed to relltqektt,their rights, under compulsion, will tank be long
In forgetting that they ever had,any. In -ex-
tthdlog Slavery intaKaneek, therefore, by arras,
yon will antigen iibertiesof the people.Senatori-of tin free States, I appeal to Pol,Believe ye the prophets? I know you You
know then, that Slaver" neither worki,Mines
and quarries;nor founds cities, nor,huilde ships;nor levies armies; nor mans navies. Why, then,
will you inslat on closing tip this new Territory,
of Kansas against all enriching streams, of im-
migration, while you pour into it the turilid'and
poisonous waters of African Slaveri Whichone of you all, whether of Couneeticuti or ofPennsylvania, or of Illinois, or' of Michigan,would congeal thusto 'extinguish the ober light
of eitilliation within the State in which your
own tannest are east, and in'which yolk ownposterity are to live? Why wlll' you pursue a
policy so unkind,- so ungenerous, and "so,tiniest,towards • the helpless- defenceless, strugglingTerritory of Kansas, i nhabited as it la by pine'
ownbrethren, depending, on jou for protection
add safety!' .Will Slavery'in Kansas add to the.wealth -orpower of your own States, or to the
wealth;power, or glory of the ilepobilitl' You
know that it will diminish all at these. . Yon
Profess a desire to end this national debate
[Slivery; which has Wait; foiYou, istsletstas•
Ls it not time rellnoulah that hope I' Yon
have exhausted the virtue for that Purpoit., thatresided last:ampule and pftforms, la the sap- ,protean oftheright ofpetitbn,and in arbitraryparliamentary laws, and in abnegation Fed-end authority over the subject ofSkitret7 withinthe 'National Territories. , Will you even thanend the debate, by binding Ka nsas with Ghillie,for the safety Slavery' laMissouri Keenthew you teat giver over Utah to Slavery; tomake it secure and ,permanent in Kansas; andbyon mustAire over Oregon and' Washington tooth-PolygeMP sad StlTery, 110as to guarantyequallythe one and the other of those' peculiardomestict institutinir 11thh and so you must
go'on, sacrificing on the shrine of pesos, Ter-ritery [ after Tetvttory until the Prevents; na:
*nail!,offreedettaaok,of virtue shall be lost;
and the litchis anomalies *Mob you have bait-veto vainly hoped 'Almighty Wisdom wouldmove Drum ameba you withoutyour ownconcur-nue, -shell become the sontrolling elements in
the Bepublio. 'Hewhofound a river in his path,
and eat down to wait for the Ao-od to pass *ray,
was not more unwise than he who expects' theagitation ofalevery to cold while the 'love Of
freedom animates the bosoms of mankind.The solemnity alert occasion dthwitintiOurheads that cloud ofdlinnion, 'kick' sleep ari-ses whenever the*object ofSlavery li 4,ltatelStill, the debate goes on, mere "hrikintly,' earn.only, and angrily, than ever berors. It employsnew not merely logic', topnotch, menace,"retortand defiant*,but sabres, ass and and carrnon..Do ,pon look throughthis thedpient-wer quiteto the end, and see there peace, wait, ant baro-moat', on the subject 'ofslavery. Ifso;pray en-lighten me,ancfshowmithoiloog the bwhichleads to thatrepotoe. ThefrithStatheartl loyal andthey always will main so: 'Their foothold- onthieContizent irflostaad sun. abliti totoilintalts themselves unaided, Under the-presentConstitution, is [established.' The' Elian States[ *lnkhen been loyal hitherto; Cad-1 baps lied[ trust they ever maman

d
so. But if4.lanalenmould seereves, Itsomela theform of 'itsors!kon :slant_l4lllng &air I%

. .
would come, then, when the slave holdingpow.er, whichls already firmly established on theGulf of Nalco, and exteodi kthousand milesnorthward along both banks of theMississippi,should have fizetiAte,greppiltrirous upon thefountains :of the Missouri, and the elopes of theRooky . Mountains. Then thatpower wouldeitherbe intolerably supreme in:thisgepullak. IttWOuldstrike for Ineependence erthisive domination.. Then the tree, Sista@ and SlaveStates of the Ittihad; divilfeetand warring witheach other, woad,dirges the Five States of thePacific and they would haveabundant MU* andjustilleition for withdrawing -from -a .Unionproductive no longer of lessee; safety and libertyeiseieandno Linger bedding :'.4, 11mecherished 'hopes of mankind.Mr. President, the Connuental Congress of1787, on resigning the trail which it had die-charged with -gigue} - tidetity; into the hands ofthe authorities elected under,. the new CODStitn--11.56, and in taking leave of their constituents,addreased to the people or the.:l7iited Slatesthis memorable injtutottone -ttv liet it never beforgotten, that the cause of. the United Stateshas always been the cause of , human nature."--Let us recall that precious monition; let us a:-Bailie the ways which we hive pursued hither-to; under the light thrown upon them by thatin-struction. We shall find, in doing eo, that wehare forgotten moral right, in the pursuit ofmaterial greatneek and -we shall cease hence-forth from practicing Upon ourselves the mia-arable delutdon;that we can Barely extend Em-ph*, when we shall have become reckless of theobligations of Eternal Justice, and faithless tothe interests of linirereal Freedom. •
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