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ludmg to & door 6lose upon  tho slates.
-He t!mlght it most unlikely that any living |
would be found dwelling thers; but,
,5“» to- satisly bimself, he resolved on
.the ‘ladder. Onhreachw lt,l:;
d it so low that he was obli
dw'h;t:‘!:ro he eould enter.  “Is mgeere
**“any one here?” ho inquired.
#Come inl”’ mmd o feeblo voice.
He entered, and found's little boy the
" politary tensnt of this wretohed home.
“There was no bed—no. farniture of any
kind. Somé straw sod a!uva in ome
sarner formed the p;oi httlahfc low’s seat
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#tHave you s mother! 4
“4No, ¢ir; mother it in tho grave”
“Where is your father?. You must

N mly weary very much for his ommng H

home in this dark, soli place.”

#No, sir, rephed ‘the boy, sorrowfally.
_“My father| :gets drunk. - He used to spnd
" e cut to-steal; and whatever I stole, be

- spent in dnnkmg

.- %Does he not make you do o ntxll'l"
.. .4¢X weat,” replied tho boy, ¢to tho-Rag-
ged Bohool, and’ X wis there ‘taught “the
= words, ¢Thou shalt-not steal.” I was told
about hnveu and, hell—that Jesus Chnst
came to MYe Einhers—that God. punishes
; H nndlrosolved

N ow,” continndd ‘the ‘little sufferer, 4. ny
-~ father himself ste;ls, and then gets tipsy;
-w'and then he gets angry nt me, and is croel
" "to me, and whips me, beoauso [mll 20  lod:
e L !
Poor iittle boy l” paid tho' gc_nt.lem:m,
- deeply interested in: the sad history.. ¢I
am #orzy indeed for you. You munt feel
-, very lomely bere.” '
% No,” ‘axid .the other,’ ith a smlle on
' hufuo 1 am not alone. -God is with mo
—Ohrut is with me. I am not alone.”
The gentleman took out his parse, and
* gave bim & smull trifle, promising that be
would come back again and see him on tho

Ry . "S&opl” raid the littlo' follow, as his
¥ind visitor was preparing to go down the
lldder. T ean nng ” And anh saymg, ho

ended, in
hymn, ‘with whloh 'he loved to cheer his
eohhdo' :
“Qeatle Jerus, mesk nnd mild,
_Look upon-a little child;
my simplicity, ~
e to coma to thae.
l'.h would I:to thee be brought;
Gracions God | forbid it not;
.Io the kingdom of thy grace
Glve n child' s placo.”
" The gentleman was touched by the tale
dist sad the ter of the deso-
llh child; and next day he told the case
“to. l 1ady.bie know wonld feel intercsted in
'lyho lady requested that he would
Tny ber fo the boy'a dwelling, to
e resdily consented, . Taking along
mtll her a bundle of .clothes, whish might
bé useful to him, they mado their way to-
., gether uip the dark:stairs of the house, till
. they reached the ‘ladder. On ascending
" tho steps, snd comirg to the door, they
;- knocked; but therd was no reply. They
kmosked’ 3 still mo replyl” Again;
but still ro voice as before calling, ¢ come
in.” - The gentl opened the door.
 'The bed, tho straw,|tho shavings, were just
““us ho had Jefy them. Tho boy was there,
200, but hé was pxaD! The boy lay on:the
. bed of straw; but the spirit had fled to the
"' God who gave it.—Ragged School Mag.
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