oth r.no that the packets cannot
| stage of water, witkout- reducing the hclghl cj’ xhexr
clnnmup, or, lowering them. monicx to pass-the
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FIBST BE!SIDK M “
TEE WHERBLING BRIDGE.
~ SPEECH OF .

THOMAS'M. HOWE,
"7 OF PENNSVLVANIA,
‘In the House of Representattves, Aug. 13,'52.
On the bill declaring the Wheeling Bndge‘
a lawful structure and apost ronte. . !
M:r. HOWE said: i

chaut, Dealer § 1 end Produce ‘M. Spraxza: 1 do not proposs io discoss the -
T8 Kkt at, a8 Felond stt Ptsbarah B P m“:eldesﬂ posions b s nlved i e o
re| b; Charmun_ of the commitiee on the
Henry H. Collins, '~ L pa,t Ofﬁie and Pnu Roads, and now: pr:enud }g, g, Tbu defendants are required to relieve’ navi.
HOLEQALE Pmdnce, ' and | the of this House. It has been truly | gation from “‘obstruction 'hy elevating” the !md
rorwanding Marchants. ndDu!euln Tron, Nalls,. | ‘suid by my wonthy . colleague, the Chairman of tha 1o the height of 111 feet above low-water fevel”
Oounn Yarn and, Pitteburch. Magufact; Judiciary committee, that the bill did javolre ques- the width of 300 feet over the channol..
g n._ atar 8 ur'.h tions which are 1y of a judicial ck 10, This ean be done, and the bﬂdge, lflel' all ex-
ORWARDING & QOMMIQSKON ‘Mor-
thants; | uinrmduunfnuundl.u Ko, 27
lberly nxxw!.?:m
X Always oo haud. ‘I 0. ﬂnxu- aad )anuut

 Thefirst of thescboaty srrived at the bridgo on the 1dth
pﬁNou ber, 1349, ot :her downward passa, n a
twcaty fedtstage of water, and had to cot her chimunoys
before shé could pass’ the bridge: "Shé was detained
there about seven Lours., She .was sulsequeptly de-
4t the bridgo aoven buuu, zod had to cul off. h( et
:hlni::cn & s#cond time..
The pasticulars.of the dcn:nxmn of the. becmh,
) deuuled in lbe lesumony of Captain

i qnd afterdetsiniog ber passengers all
‘to vesdup them to Pmaburxh by the. stramboat “ in-
chaler, which boat is a cen Pittsburgh’
; Wheeling, and, remained abova the bridge, be.
mp Diable 19 cbuic sader’ The logs 1o the Brilliaot
by “this -delay -nd obalruction; was between ZWO

The Brlliant was detained Kﬁc b
| Tuesday until Friday Botlowing, ‘in the al
] The Brilliast wax built with her pilot | Doosd at i
pnuen! bmght. in the year 1848, premnl 16 the ee--
the Whetlmg bmhc. &ur Upwirds.:

| Question. :
du;mnfya hn-: u,»&u '5:’
speed of the Clippe:

S Asnarcer] llhmﬁu mdeudn‘, ‘gf
threr howrs v onr passage wp.ie. e,w‘
bsrgh. We could. not cunsume. 2y much.
. ﬂ{ eou]d Bt make. us ’
3 dmfl

“Pfdgmnu ucmut in
theb

duN o, MEIJDB.Duhr in B&mo?orte.&

Ingtroments,
h sgent for m:l ﬁno Ivrm. for
wmrpmul'hnh— “ﬁ“"‘

ENRY KLEBE Mm m'n!nmo. Mu-
umg?il bﬁ‘m ?bllrl‘l crand md na'mmm

Pison
CQKMISBION AND FORWARDIXG
8pringer Harbaugh.

(accctuos 0.8 & W, aRBAUON.) - -

(‘!OMMISSIOV & FORWABDING Mer-
n Floar, Wi 1y,

e |

3
00
uuu nf?ll M
3
oth -rueh-.- s
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{BS "McGUFFEY, Whnleu'le Drﬂgﬁ’
mﬂ—rgum-é\e Drun:. e CCHAL Nu‘l.l’lﬁ" W""d
‘e door MT‘&. fth - Oppow t8 to mf

Pittshu Censtauti, thands
1: Cough 877up, Liver mr::’

- .Jobn. B., eatt.

BOLESALB -Dealer in’ Drugs, Pumts
: md Dre Etnm. No. 296,

I 6. It ix clear] pmred by mcm-c, and confirmed
y practicat skill and cxpenience, that present height
of the packet chimneys is necessbry, and that: they
tanpothe. redured in- length: without serigus injary
to!hc apeed udpower of the vesgel

ket chimneys were an high os they §
no- ‘are b:fore the erecnon of the bndge. Chxm-
eys of equal ‘and eeater height ‘are used on the
ocexn steamens, and the brest packets of ‘the enu:m
wateray the lakes; and the Mississippi-
- “8. It is proved by um'nce, expenuncc, nndlhe na-
ture of lhmgl. thatthe pac m.gn cannot be
owered in order to pass 1h: bndge. without wpcumg
heavy expense upon tho packet, dxngering the
nﬂ:\y of the vessel, and the lives of the passgngers

achl.
“We left Cuu:mnzn nn*‘n . the 9ih ofho\cm

Juu;‘aﬂ- wmm ber, on'her last trip, bound to - nuburgh. with abont’
: RELLY- .ﬂ-‘-‘ﬁ w hl(nmt cwu gmenxer- in all when sho Jeit - Cincionati, |’ ; GRACE
; 'mr..np;l'xﬂdwmrn’- "“fﬁn_ vopphing sl bount to differct .ports, but_principally for- Pitte- Swnrn snd qubu:nbed,l m day™ ar April, A, D

v s _.__,_,___ .y .. burgh.” We had not a ?mu deal of freight on this u?
trip;the principal partof it was for Pitisburgh.” She “Fiomas Snzu Aldorman. &Yy :
reac! heeling oo Sunday, the 1th of November, Edv«ml Bollnd, of lawfal age,. being duly aworn, } been made ‘longer in bosta’ o conterned in tha packet
about noon. There were 25 nez7mchc: of water 1a | doth depose und. eay : trade between Pittaburgh and thi Fl\h of the Qhio;
the channel at Wheelmg. She did not reach Pitts-| 1 am s carpenter on board the- steamboat Brillian:, | and there is & Tess ‘number of boilers ix- bmpor-

burgh at her usual time; she was hindered by the | 'and way on hor duting her last trip from Cincinoat | tion” v.olhen::o[ boata bOﬂI &re

bridge. She could nB;Lgel undenhe bridge with ber } to Pifsburgh. . The 3aid boat arrived at Wheeling on | nsize. s \
| chimneys. §t was nothing more than-u -common Tuesflay the 20th instant, about fve, p.m. of sad | “*Question. What bas been ‘the e&'act of subk
7 | freshet—nothing more than common bigh water. day. and wai unablo 1o pass under lha bndge, ow-, chinges upon the speedand power of the boln
Thebridge was from Gto 7 feet toa low for her to pass td the bigh atage of water. “Anzweer. To give momlpted
cn thit stage of water. We laid the boat up at gl‘u fael.
Wheeling, and shipped her freight-and passengers on
board the James Nelson fur Pintsburgh. . The: Nelyon |
s asmall boat: We can't.say whatthe damiage is’
yet.  We' paid to the James Nelaon for one item,
8140 for passengers. - Her next down trip was ine
jured by ot being'in Pittaburgh in time. She did
‘ot reach Fittsburgh uitil 7 o'elock on Tne!dn{
morning. Her regular time for reaching Pittabus
is from  Sunday noon to Mondsy moreisg. .Iudgmg
from ordinary occasions. she waa injured . in. her
dawnward tnp 8400. Ouge of our chimneys, which
was injured in pnnm" the bridge, was taken dowp,
and they ‘are working on 1t now.’ If it £annat be putup
again, the costof s new one will be £300.° Lthink u
‘canbe putup again."-—Capiain Klincfelter. -
*“The second obatruetion to the passage of the. Hi-
bernia ozcurred: day before yesterday, leh Dezcm~
ber.  We left Pﬂu)urgh shout 11 o’clock.
HWe reached” Wbeehn‘znbouls o'clock, “The- vml:r.
by the marks on the Wheeling wharf, was 273 feet.
We lacked about 6iect ,of getting under the bridge, | a
'We found the river falling so alowly that we should
not be able 1o got under the Lridge in less-than thiny
or thirty. six bours, which would throw us.off our
regular dayand cause-us-to lose a irip, as we ahould |
not be ablo to leave Cincinnati on.our repular day
We leave Cincinnati on the szme da; r every wczﬁ,
and if we miss that day we ‘have to lay by, for a week.
We then lhougbt proper 1o reship qur freight and pas-
scagers: un lno ost, and e Hibemis, No. 2
She will havp 1o lie here
umntit l.\u re;u]nr day for going dawn ‘next week.
There will be no regular boat to take the place of the
ibernia in coming up from Cincinnati to.motrow,
(Fnduy, the 24th of thiy month,) so that the upward
trip is entircly Jost to ns.

“Wao bave loat the receipts of the week, which, o
on average, at this season of the year, woald" bo
about 81,600 2 week; and ¢ has caused uatolie stilf,
under.an ox%ome of §500 or Our present
losacs are nothing, in companwn 1o thow which will
follow from the loss of contidence in our boat. Our
friends will not go with us, from the spprehension,
on every prospectof high water, that we shall not be
ahle 10 get under the “bri ‘io We loft this, ‘on the
duy before yesterday, with but ninetern cabin pas-
seogem, and I never knew so small & ‘number leave
Pitsburgh on & packet boat before: The cause of
this, {-have no doubt, was the upprehansion that this
boat would not- be ‘allle to ;;cl under: the- bridge at
\Mmelm\( Original Record, 173,

The f Inwxn; is from_the lrmmou) of Captain
Itedmond Urace, tu reference to lho detention of !he
steamer . Brilliant:

“Brilliant, Thursdoy Packet,

“The Brlll.;r.l was de;:uhr-dal Wheeling yutcrday
wmormung,’ December 18, 1849, by the obstruction w
her pazsage cawsed by the bndge. The stage of
watar when we reached thclmg.-n ‘nbout24 feet. |
We were detained there between three: zod sour
bours, We were compelled tacutoff 4 feet from
cach of ourchimueys. The water was, still rising.
We weso very near havirgto ot off an additional
portion uf our chimneyn, Fmru the ‘rapid. rise of the

500 -

w.'r‘.x'mn Sty iedictnes-
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There are other also, of o ial mmdz will yield a fair pmﬁno the
cbaracter no Ices eminent; and while [ prof to stockholders.
lease to my colleagues, who are learned in the l»} ““From the history of the case, it is “apparent that

aie . directed deponent -ml lhe first mau:.
Wllhnm mick, 1o measurd the distance between
the bridge and the sarface of the water. xnd also to.
meanpre the. hoight. of the pilut-house and hog.chain|
bracey, lo:('e if we could pxss_under. In compli-
ance with his onlers, we ‘Weni out and found 1he size’:very. muuch; .
distadcé Hetween- the bridgé and: tho surface’ of the | #ud the chimneys bave been- mmued ln their
water, .41} feet, and we also found that ‘the hog. hught und dnam:xer. in pom to the u;
chair;braces were too bigh hy about 7 fcel, to allow ‘bo
bout 1 pase uiders - 'l'hc bmlan. in mlny ing!
The pilot-house was . too h:;h to paysunder.by cedmnumbermboau
betweep 1. u;d 2 feet. . The Brillinat was detained | same speed ob d by
from Tu power, that’ ix,

g&gﬂwga 200th e

" “Resben  Miller, (80 . What
"nx

nging -u‘lda
chafiges have been made-in the construction of boats
ond their chimaeys since you have bée:
them? I

* “They bave been increased - in”
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i{ ~H. SELLERS; . “hnlea?la Dcalor ‘:cu
- e i R ol et

the discussion of the former, I must trespuss for j | the guestion s, whether.a great public wrong shall
fow minutes ©pon the indulgence of the Hous be sanctioned in order to velieve a privite company
while I present, in a practical way, for 1ta conmider- | from ?,"’,mp“""‘"l’ small loss, occasioned by the
ation, the prominent points’ involved j in this cootro- | unsh of their eng and their own dis-
veny r:‘anl of law! Whahcr the commcrcul rights of

Under the guise of declaring the hndgu ‘which shall 1 anpoy-
bavé been erected across thal great artedy.of com-|. “m"-’ and njury io order that wro 51‘:]{:’“" may " be
merce, the Ohio River, at” Wheeling, “Virginia, and | relieved from affording a redreas wil their power,
Bridgegort, Ohio, to bd t roads, the true ab),ﬂ and which will still leave them an amlrle revenue
sought to-be accamplished is: The sancgion, upon the a;;nul iuvested in their illegal znxer-
act of Gongress, of-an sdjudged “violation m’ the
tights of the Stats which 1 1 part vepresent, and to

rpelu:le what has benp decreed by the highest j jue
diéal tribunal known 1o our lawa tobe ** A public nui-
¢ sance on anational Righiay.

That the Ohio riveris a navigable stream 138 mat-
tet of history. sbundantly attested by the statistics of
its commerce in your Tressu pafiment, and
was declared to bo a common bighway, antenior to
the adoption of the préseat Constitution. -

On tho 12th of May, 1786, on motion of Mr. Gray-
';? of Virgiois, the !‘ollowm; ruoluuon was u.lopt-
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I N. WI(,I;EBSHAM, ‘Wholesalo Druggist -
&1:3 Dealee 1 Seoda arnl Agzicultaral. Lroplezeati
and $1G \Fma #treet, coroer of kisth.
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redu-

m
of the same ch.nb"-zd lbe
day unlil Fndny aftermoon, following;

lhe enfuxemem of the
EDWARD BOLAND. <} of the valves of lge .cylinders, the lmpmemgog:ms
Sworn and tub:cnbed thiy -29th -day. of April, § enlargement of ‘the’ fire beds wnd chinineys, and the
1852, ‘Thos. STEEL, Alderman. , | increased height i{ the. dwuy»fotm
William Romick,of lnwfnl agc, bemg duly lwam increasing the nn the uu'-.m. Fw .
doth depose and say:. “Captain Thomas J.  Haldema S ‘n,
&nnnum“, and boats are,now built souch lnn?er and wider thu for- -
ve heard the

metly,-and deeper in " Yk
fncu set forth' in.the sffidavit ofEdwnd ‘Boland, lhurchunney ave bernmnc
know . them 10.-be cotrect and true, and I hereby:] the langest boats on the O
fully join him in .his statements, .and, propounce

were about ninety fect m_‘l . d
h the W’MC lm'h xnd nathing but tho | the hoxts are thireo hundréd and five feet lon; And
AM ROMICK.

WILLL the chine; {l have Been incregied in ‘Aeight ondin dia-
Sworn lnd lubxcnbe lhu 20th of Apnl, A.D, | meter in the same propor!m.or ‘nearly 20,
852, 2. S1aEL, 4 “The: of the "ﬁ. ¢
Tt haa froguect! -been .uu:d. in-the progress of § rapidly that 1t requires’ hrgnr lo b thcbu-
thia controvcray, that the’ pipes or chirineys of thé | mineas; and these larger boats-havs pmmh
ittsburgh and Cincinnati packets are of an unséces. | ductive to tho owoers. . The. . prices. .af;
- xa; ?helghl‘ and in- the ‘memorial of the Wheeling | passage have both been very muck, dimi
and Belmont Dndgebompany,;reuntedtu&ngm“ !l'-e-peedof travel - has been ineressed.
al its present session, and which is the ground-work | the cabin paysage from New: Drleanx'ito Ci
of its present action, it is distinetly charged, that | was from,$100 to 8125, and now it -is from . 815 to
# they were lengthened | solely fos lhe us)use of f."., $20."._ There is about the same relative differenca in
nuhmg testimony a;mm@ the bridge. the-prices of the dawnward passage, and sbout the
p'cnker. is a grave char) F" uttered - :gnm:t ‘a lugc sune relative differance in the prices of freight both’
my who- i@ pro- § Up and down. . In 1820, it fook- from mmy-ﬁvr(o
&nolan and officers of Lhue boaﬁ—gcnllemen who, | thirty doys 10 muke a. trip. Jrom New Orleans:to
¢ intellig nnne, ; honor, nrt'lhuneny of ‘purpore, will § Louisville; and now the average: trips, with the fast
compsra -rombly with.the Tonstituents of avy wem- | boats, is from five to six days. fast - boats are
hes on Lhu floor, and lhty requirg no endorsement. at ﬂf the larger class of boats: . There ban :been xbous
my hands the sxue differenco in the rate of lpeed
i s uuﬁexent \u nﬁv that the charge iy nueﬂy Louisville .and Cincinoati. . The - -reason; why, the |
the spced.f Jasger boats have proed more profitable ix that their
of the bo“ wn ﬁctwhlch bas | been Pmucall) and { capacity hay been 80 much ‘incressed, for, passen-
glmmh, gern and (reight, witbout .much additional expem!
i ruading the boats. - The reason..is, that the same..
Fm er that drives & boat ona hundred and etghty T
eet long, will drive o boat two hundred -and™ fifty
feetlong faster, the hruu\of bexm being the sddie.
The ‘cxpepses for pilots,  musters, firemen, - maley,
engincern, deck-nands, and ercw, with the -
| of the experse. of- servanta to .sizend ,u
whose segvicea are ge b 3t
ut (he salne.’

A hrgc number of witnesses. all test

lully to the same general fact, ¥iz: that lgé '-luu;r
tion of the chunneys of steamers hiax beés goifig. on -
gradually for wany years; and:‘that the object mmed
athis been an incresse ‘of the ‘power ‘and speed of

rndtm
mngbn:,wﬁ

Tk Tk
. nnnuo 'vm

ortisemients nul.nu x
o ber of insartiens,

tadie b
Farget r«'?ﬁ.u"“{:hﬁ‘:-uon.

rigel” ¢
P The mljomy of the eommuce'. in lhzlr rep\m ae-
companying thia bil, concede the fact that the bridge
1 sn obstruction to what they are pleised to term.
“high-pipe ateammboats” bm um 'it may, st ll:ulu
) be these
*high pipes’ &b that they my luw:red while pas-
nngg xl:nl:lec.r the bridge; whilst,” upon: the other.hand,
tho elevating of the ridge tothe hclgh! of 11 fccl.
“ad ordered by the court, 0 s to- enable this clnu of
steamboats during Ligh, foods to_pass -
bridee without loweritg their chimneys, umdd be
atterded with great:expenss fo'the compasy, and
ch i to the and” travel
pushiog over the river.”.
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‘Resolved, Thet the navigable ¥ Wwaters leading into
the Miasisaippi and St. Lamnce. and the carryiong -
places between the same; be” and' they are hereby,| 7ThA committes'do not pretend thu: it is impracti-
declared to bo tuminion highways, azd be forever | cably fo elevate the bridge in accordance with the
free, as well to the inhabitants ol’ said tetritory as to d ¢e of the count; for the fact thet such
the citizeas of the United States, and those uf an {procticable bix becn abundastly: demonstrated by
other States, that may be admitted into the Coufed- | 1€ testimony of many af the beat engineers of the
eration, without any tax, -impost or duty therefor.’ .

And. sulseqoently, in 1789, When it was pmpoud
by the Biate, of Virginia to'create an P
State out of ¥omuch of her territory as now compri- P@'Wﬂ bridges, says
u: thie State of Kentucky, the Gancral Assenbly of

ursmn passed an act for ‘ite /eroction as an inde-

ndent State, upon certain terms and conditions,
among which arv the” !ollowm;. vie: .

“That the use aod navigation of the river Ohio, 5
fux a3 the territory.of the .proj . State, or the tef-
vitory that shall remain within the limits of thix Com-
monwealth lies thereon, shall be fres and cormon to
‘taol emuns of lhe. Lnued States."—Fo. Rev. Code.

9, p- 80.

This act pm«:d as it will be'secn by the General
Agsembly of Vll;mu, as a candition precedent 1n
thé :dmmumef Kentueky into the Union; and aaa
U , it is fair fo infer. o' the other States
fot their consent thereto, was assented 1o by Con-
grésy, (L U. S. Stat.at Large, 64,)and thefelore be-
came a compact between Virginia and Kentucky
with the other States of the Unilon: ‘The State of
Peunsylvania, therefore, as one of the parties to this
compact, cluims the free navigation of the Ohio river
8v:a right of which ahe cafinot be du—eﬂed without
her own consent; znd’ demies that any power can
lawfully be exercised bere or elsewbero to ohstrut
thd same,

Om looking into the histery of the soveral attempts”
which have at various times beea made to bridge the
natrigable waters of the West, it will be found that
the several Liegislatures, which have granted char-
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1 am acquaint m!h the locality of the Wheel-
ﬁ; Bridge, having mada the surveys necemsary for

launing and exccution of sych s structure, A
bndge might bave been constructed at an elovation
in the'centro of 25 feet more than the elevation of
the ono crected, of abaut 120 feet in the clear above
low: water, by aimply continuing the rise of the floor
atthe rate of five feet-in a hundred from the abat-
wmeats to the centre—a distance of 500 fest. Botk
abutments would have to be 95.feet high from low
water to the base of the towers; tho lutter would ro-
qoire a_further height of abont’ 100 feet; total, 195
teet. There is ample distance on the ialand to ofizet
a dascent,  If therc was any absslute pecewsity for a
still bigher elevation, mors might be.obtained. by
going further biack with the approaches, and by -
creasingtheir rate of ascent "~ &xgnul Recard, 180,

E.F. ston, enginecr, says:

I bave made & rough estimate in my mind, of the
coxt of raising the ruspension Lridge at Wheeling ta
a height of 130 fect above low water—a poruon of

tbo bridge of ihis height to be 400 feet in extent; the
remainder of the roadway ta inclhioe in the same
degren as the present bridge now’ declines. My
dpinion is, that this change can be effected for be-
Ewlrlen finety thousand and one hundred thousand

ollnes.”
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of o tridze crerite Oblo at the Faliy, paaged Decein-
“ber 23, 1831 provides in the ninth section : ..

“That the said permuu;t :}nd&w shall be :{vﬂcd

oo nytittha pasuage of o schonera, sloopr;
o O the Torgers aicy anTAghF 4t 18
highest stage of water in the.river.”

And 10 seesion eighteenth ;

islature reserves the sight o amend the
:h.mu #0 a8 to seenro the navigation free from any
injury.”

1ot et autborizing the vrection of a tiridsa be-
tween Cincionati xnd Covington, pasml l-‘cbruuy
l'lLlSlC\. it also provided ;

That rothing contained in this act .hxll be soton-
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“Thal nothicg contatn
strued a1 w aunt nmo 3

mitle:

If, hotcu:x.ll shall bo determined ‘to” press the,
Hoase now, withoit auch examination by that com:'
millde, to tinal sctioa upon the passage of the bill; i,
then | would respectfully suggest, that in the consid-
cration uf facts ta guide its deliberation, such facis
as bare been judiclally ascertained, are far sater
gades to & just conclusjon than the various ex parte
state@ents which have from time to time beer pro- o Cigein:
furely scuitered sround thi hall Yo FIbareh. Whioh se ik, Ehe s
nebr e, L e s e e e sl S

ouse to auch facta as have u - | not aloce ng, viith the chimn-
siced to be such, and whieh are x‘IRhHEd from the | noys,are uxx;d. .l: Ihﬂ'thm dudnnt stand stright, and

 lowerin, 'wer 1o one i
gson of Chanerllur Walworih, and the opiaian of ! Th n:u‘:!en?n the other boat, the “steamer Uiucla-

The fact that the bndgeru an cbrtruetion is not :‘:;‘:( shus d pi v b::‘“" testimony of John F"K“-
only shown by the report of. the cowmmissianer, Lt iy ” s
conceded by the copmitice who have mpvne‘d this | e ched gl':“'d"“n' }Vdnugq Paciar.
bitl: Tho extent and degree of obatruction is thus ¢ reached the bridge 3 liltle after dark. . 1t was
stated by the court : | d beautiful moonh!ht evening. [think there was bes |

“ 11 is said thatseves packetanre’ mg,m'y boats | teen 4 and 5 feet wiiter on the bar at Wheeling ;
obstructed by the bridgs of the $wo bundred’ nnd. but L.did nat looksat” \hu‘gul mark. We lowere
thmr uhxch ply upon the Ohiv, and ron to Puuburgh. odr chimneys ut the wh eeling, low eiongh,

B¢ ani ay westhought, to' pass under the bridge.. We came
lhru: packcu. wnll show therr ml.muv nnportance n; mpta the bpdge as glow a~we could come ; and as
betwee

thy 1t, the oll‘nltrrpnlut, whra ]w;’: looking
Pittaburgh. me the evidendé “ appears that m,’ aut with the-captain on the forepart of the burricane
conrey sbout one half the goods. in. rPnlm:. and three d}:"ll‘;)““"d tome, tn stap the boat ]“"d‘“ the l{”
fousths of tho passengers, Untwegn thowe cities, 'Ta- | he boat wils ‘T’“‘me"c‘“ fohp.l:. bl H]'lﬂ\e T
hing the Keystone, State aa a.criterion. each packet | ™ ““’ ‘”"Y bighest g"““ of the bridge. He told me
transport angually thirty thousand nige hundred and ¢

bettar back the boat: 1 stopt ber axacon as |-
-mylv.onl of freight, and twelve lho\u:m; paasengers: m:’f;nm l‘h"l ‘a“‘:‘“""‘ ;'ige;‘{::: 5:.!1]?& ‘;"(‘J‘:Sg
1(,-:; \he ‘“L?&b:;t;d‘h“ 1::: {,;‘L (:;n:p,‘;,ﬁ be more dangerous toback her,at the chimneya being
betw {’t:wabom citic s illion of s scn- | 1owered back | went ahead, | The ehimneys Leing,
oen he 4 neary am [ lowered Laekwards, would have been torn down by | ;
the bridge if § had Lacked th
me to-starnt“tho boat  shéad
done. 30, By this time the chimncys- bind gotten be-
Zond the bridge. "1.asked him if the guys were not
roken : the gaptain. and the, other pilot: said they
thought noL. 1 ;told them womething had etmmck the
pilot-house Yery “elose to A picee of the
cross timbers of the bridge which the flooring
rests, u little over 2 feot long, which bears the miirke
of haviog "been - xiruck by a chimney, and torn of,
whan , shortly “afterwards - found on- the hurricane
dcck near tho pilot-house, - All the guys -of thir lnr.
rd chimpey, excopt ane, wers.broke .the.
hinge of the cixmney ‘was nlyo broken' to pieces, und
that chunney hyng, u:mcnng ovv:r :the pilot-house
nearly over ‘thy e When 1
sway. over tny head in ‘that way, U vru very badly
frightoned; but dared not-leave my post.” Twop of the
iron croas-pieces between tho clmnneya, which stay
them from :wnymg were broken ; and one of them
broke through the husricane deck. nndthu calin dcck
and fell on to the lowerguards of the man deck.
fell Lhroug,h the cabin where the passengers u'unlly
stand when we pass the,  bridge ; but wo had no pas-
sengers oo board nt the' time, baving been; tying
aground at Bufffgton. * The meee of iron-must have |
weighed 15 or 20 patnde, to huve broken throughi the'
dcrE by ils own weight in falling, Thero were
many of the ringa atthe 10p of the chimney, 10 which
the guy rods werc aitached that were broken. ., One | i
of the chinttieys” w “badly | mished at Jho mp— We I'rofl
had to toke bo! himnéys down ‘and repair them, uud “fouis
pot in new guy i John: Ferguson, Pilor,
'nm.m 1-bavtf. Qeoted from the record. 1 now-
propose, Mr Speakor, to.read: tho afiduvits of :Rede
mondJGmn Edward ‘Boland, and Willinm - Ro-
mick, the captain; mate and carpenter of the xicamet | |
Bnllnm\. o ‘:how thap’ llux boal. of her puugn up- $
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Nsn: 2. Apdwaid company is (wither authorized, with
the consent of the Legislature of Virginia, or by ai-
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from said State, to construet a hridge br viaduct across
the Ohlo river at Steubenvillo, 50 as to connect said
road with a road leading eastward from that placoe:
Pravided, That said dridge, or viaduct, shali be rp cun-
atructed as oot to intedero with the of satd
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Al meaos for sicamboats zn tho Ohlo river usiug
knd bituminous coal, 16 artain a maziraum povrer
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ind; with 8 limited extent of grale atd fire surfaces, | of
1§ regard to lhg 'enmxm of am, lnd thc wodae of
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the puint'at which.the contents of the.thi becae { oft a Ssh ¢ive to them a
condtbyed by cooltng 1o auch an oxtent that their spe-
afic ginvity woald boeqial to to'thespecific gravity of the
air ouyside of thy chimney. :As the ucts of combue-
“tion ig tho chimue: "Xh torally heavier than cominon
air of tho same b condftioh of.quilibsiam would
tako place ratherbeforcdhe gases in \he: chimne! ¥ Wezo | bo on. A
cuolod downi 1o thie {emperatute; uf\ o mmundm: ate 'e -mqnc- of your Treasury Déparunent
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o slation of the lm“ of: Nllincis, Missourt, and
mlzm also be cited to show that they have
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br{dgu lheu- navigablo Hvors to’ guard abninst obstruct-
ing their freo navigation; but I will not consume the
unm of the ltm:]u by~ & recital of thcir varions atts of

Assemdly upon this ect.

It is :]’JPOPI::I from tho sevoeal acts of Congress, and
the compul of Virginia aod Kenxncly. ‘with tho other
Blates of the Ilnmn referred - to, the exposition
whick Chuu acts have unlfdrmlé ncelrnd at the hands
of the Legistaturcs of all-the: 8tates bordering on the
Oblg river—Virgmia herfel{ tncluded—during & penod of
half ‘s contiry, u::ulm unobstructed navigation of th
nrer.(rﬁ $o.ali ¢l

n on;blc. until the recént controversy Satween mu
g“:uol Penosylvanis and the \Vlme.unxlod Belmotit
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-t It is in proof that the_life of theao’ packcll aver-
-nzrs five yearn, when their Eluu in the ling mustbe
lupphed Dy new boats, If'to-their original eost of
comstructior: there be added the expense, of runaing
them for five years; wdding nalhingfur fepairs or ac-
cideats, a total xum will bo exponded of. 81,680,000
This ‘amount’ of capital is appropriated every five
‘years in running this line of packets. . The structure
of the bridge cost less than onc»clghlh of that sum!

“ Tho npeed of theao boats, their. excolient acvon
wiodations, and their general good m ent, re-
commend thém to the public, as is sbown by the hry:
amaunt of gooda and:passengers ‘1bey ‘convey: nnd
any change in their struetare, -or in‘thty praduction
of the propelling power, which shall - impede their
progreas, would not ‘only impose upon thelr proprie-

tors & most onerous tax, but ‘would greatly lcssen
y.actof tha their profité, by reducing the-amount of fieight snd
Virginis, passed in 1847, v.he wm: l\u ension. bnd o | pamsengers.  And no partof the amousit would pl;;)—
-how-existing betw'aen W anc’s’ ubly pass to other hoaty‘on the rirer, but to ths
was commenced in 1848 lnd lmuhcd in. Decom thorn ¢ or lines, whcn: greater cxpcnhlmn
1849, Before its it being di inglve
" that it would obatruct the steamboat nnv?gnuon of the L‘,‘r',:‘: ;:‘P:’:‘;“l#:l c“mﬁ"ﬁﬂf; ’n‘x’n: atog the site
Otiio river, and be a serious infury to the ‘Pb- | of the prosent .mp:,fﬂ“ h:idp in lswp;'ungmmthc
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full argument the case was reforred to :dhun s
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