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The:Mayes of the Lamp
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•- AGNES N. BEACH.

A party were sitting over their wine and
dessert. Ono peach, and only one, re•
rains upon thetable. It is veryrich, very

- ripe; very luscious, very tempting. Every-
ody has offered it to his neighbor, and

everybody's neighbor has politely declined
ie. There appears somethieg greedy in
coiling the last morsel on the table.-',-
Everybody then envies the peach, yet
loaves it unappropriated .on the table.
Everybcdy appears careleas of that about
which everybody is interested. Everybody
ie greedy, but no one will'own it. • The
poach .:;ie the:. cause of all white lies, -the
petty envy, the'paltry covetousness), which
even that respentable party—for they wereall respectable, and not ono of them cared
a pin's head about' the peach' in theta)),
stmt.—could not help giving up a littleearner of their breasts to,-as a passing-place for shelter.. . • -

. Suddenly the lamp went out,' and as the
room was left in darkness, six hands,simultaneously stretched out; encounteredeach other in the dish; the whole party,

• with ono unitedeffort, strove to appropriatethepeach.'•
i.l'Vhen the lamp was reAighted, theywere-ashamed to looliat etchother in theTice. They felt how paltry they were;arith whilt petty cowardice-.nth what

' shabby cunning—with whet sneaking eel-
fishness they had acted. ' 'Twas only theturning of the lamp which had kept them
decent. They were all slaves of the lamp.And-are we not all, more or less, slaves

-of the lamp?'

.Our neighbor's advantages are our
peaches. Society and society's law burn
therestraining light, and mankind in gen.
oral are the various malcontents who dis-
claim the fruit While ;they, long for it—-
whose tongues `refuse 'the morsel, while
their teeth water for its ripeness. •

So manrdifferent men—so many differ-:
cut peaches. Crime is the ruffian's for-
bidden fruit—punishment the himi) whichscarce him frem it. But, albeit, we hope
WO are no ruffians, we have all of us.our
poaches. The sparkle of .a diamond, or
the texture of a dress, may , it not be a
peach, which, were the Imp of aoncen.
fonal image out, a lady might not scruple
to vow she coveted ? Formark, we donotspeak of those who actually snatch their
fruit, were law extinct, or opportunity eOll--but those who are shamed -by the
conventional virtue—or, perhaps, the dc.
cant hypocrisy of society, from avowingtheir longings--of speaking plain truths
in plain words—from ,saying they would
like to have the peach.

CONYTDENON rx Filtraibs.—l will
eloso myself no whit to my enemy, some-what to my friend, wholly to no man, hehtI should be others' than my own. Friend--1.. ship is brittle staff. How know Iwhether

, he that lovesme maynot hate me hereaf-.
ter P—Baxter.

PARENTAL ADVICE. The followingadvice was imparted to thelate ex-Presi-
dent Adams by his mother, in 1778, in a
leiter to him while he was in Europe
" Great learning and superior abilities,Amalfi you ever isoss,,,ig them, will bo pf
little value and of small estimation, unless
virtue, honor, integrity, and . truth are'cherished by ,you. Adheie to the ridesand principles early instilled into yCur
mind, and remember that you are raspact.
Bible to yourGod Dear as you are to me,I would muchrather prefa that you wouldlid a grave in the ocean which you hiivecrossed, than to see you an immoral,.grace•less child!' ~"
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