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A1..,;%.,T1.41.,:t CO., par.karo and Bro.
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. The following nommtudeation, as the leader
will eee, from the date) has been on hand 'some-
time, awaiting a chance for publication. The
writer when he permed it, wasnot &Iraq that•
no; mercantile agency we! to be eitiblinhed in
Pittsburgh :

For thePittehrph Gazette.I - Ma. Dorsett—l meet the fallowing paragraphin a late letter in .your paper, from your NewYork oorreepoidenr"o"
"A verdict has been given lathe UnitedStatesCourt against 'Tappan ttDouglass,- the propeidstore of a 'Mercantile Agency,: a sort of secretassociation to watch country traders; in orderto protect city meichanta from frandulenteme-tomers. The verdict rendered was ten thousanddollars, the jury very properly thinking it on

for any such system of ennatnercialespionage to be toloratA in New York. This.agency has its agents all over the country, gen-erally lawyers, who furnish their principalswith alt the gossip about town relative to mer-.Chants, their style of living, habits, and thoseof their wives. This Is all recorded here, and.city merchants forafee have access to thebooks.The lawyer who thus- consents to act as pimpgots, in return, the business of merchants whosue for pay, (or it is the custom to apply to the'commercial agency for the names of distantIn7yern, and the pimps are recommended of
.course."

In justice to the highly reputable founders ofthe New York Mercantile Agency and itsbranches in the principal commercial cities ofthe Malted States, and to the thousands of gen-tlentru of unquestionable legal and 'Octal rank,all over the country, who act as attorney; andcorrespondent, of the Agency and branched. Ito Fe the liberty of commenting upon the matteror this extract, read as it has been, by yournumerousreaders in this and other regions ofthe country. I premise that what-I shall day,will bo neither "town gossip" nor random con-jecture, but spoken of toy own petsomtl know)•
oalge; and that I have no connection with the
Agency in any its brand:lea, though having,heretofore had ample opportunity for the per-sonal knowledge of which Lapeak.The fact that your correspondent assumes

that the business of the Agency Is a system ofmercenary, wholesale libelling, elaborated pf
mere "town gossip," and of clandestine, unjust-ifiable "espionage," and that its monapra, at!
tornoya and correspondents urn mato "princi-pals" and "pimps" is transactions which be
bolds tip :th p'ublio reprobation, as odious and
dist 'potable, is sufficient proof that he has no
re, . knowledge; for 1-will not suppose that atleman such I believe him to be, .would,
whost possessing it, have no spoken of either
the business or the multitudes of unimpeacha-ble gentlemen connected with it.

Toe principal Agemey (st New York). 1149cbtttoi4.l Fame twelve yeoago, b,y air. Lew-Tappan. He continue 4 Go one or Its Enema-
Kerr. until ~ .un? Ito ;1r three years ago; whenhe weirei.eurc.icil by his brother, ArthurTappan;lir. frdoglabe minieil in thyabore szttuot, and
previously connuecteil withit, remaining an the
partner Crne latter.

T. thote who know the high character as
merchants end mm, which the 3lexers. InppantanVe turns fur years, no esonigalory word need

utteret ;Mr. pocilaaa le comparatively syoking utal ices generally known, but when
known, equally ahhee the need of defence labiacharacter ILA a business man and s gentleman.
Indeed, those who trulyknow the Mosses. Tap-
Lpatt, will tolmit the fact of a business connexion
with ifiriO, a+a' sulficirot testimonial of theohmmeter DOl...city of „Mr. !Mt:glass; but of allthe others eagegedin tic 4-amazement of theMeritantile LtstcD'uy and branches. Socha:snotthe sort et .men to employ themselves in anyindefeniible baldness, or to subsidise —pimps"
for any purpose.

The above extract 'furnishes abundant other
proof that your correspondent wee spiakingwithout personal knowledge or authentic infer.
motion; and as the traturo and operations or
the Merehatito Ageacy,irernsttera of some in-
terest in Commercial circles, as well as consid-
erable misapprehension not only with your cm,
respondent but with multitudes of others who
have Do opportunity of lamming the truth for Ithemselves I willcorrect the principal errors intowhich he has feller:, remarking that what I shall
;ay of the New York Agency, will apply gene- Irally to the vari.ms branches.
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lie in inerecr to caging the Agensj "a eonofsecret association." It in nothing of ibesort;but VD the contrary ai.publio in ',all respects as
any tostitation In .Naw York, except that enh.
scriber, (those paying the ••fee" of which hespeaks,' are alone entitled to the informationIt affords, as only those who pay the pre-
maim are entitled to the ,protoctlon •of anInsurance association. Its place of businessis tis well know:: in the city, no the MerchantsExchtme or City Hall, whilst the true charter of
its boeine‘s Ensalways been well known to allwho have cared to inform themSelves upon the
subject. NO concealment In this :respect has
prevailed or been nought.

It is true that' thefasts Upon its books are
act made public, or giien to any but its pa-
trons. Ara ;hose upon the books of s bank or
interline° company even thus far divulged? Itis farther true that even its subsCribere are notpermitted personal'access to Itsbooks. The
infortuntiou is given them orally InBusier toentwine inquiries; and no on, subeoriber everkna occasion to enquire for, or receives informs-tion of one in probably ten thousand of thosewhose namesand business statistics are entered
in the books. Your correspondent is; there-
fore, again in error in stating that the subscri-bent -have accasd to tho books."
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Other errors are, that the local correspon-dents of the agency, ("pimps," as your corres-
pondent calls them,) furnishes it "with the goo-die shout teen. relative to merchauls, their
style of living, habits, anti Bess of their wives."In truth, the information Is any thing but
"gossip " It is in the cant majority of cases, and
intended to be in all, of facts fully ascertained.The object is to enable the subscribers, jobbers,'
or wholesale venders,) to know whether it be
cafe to give or continue credit, or iotraln fromforcing collectlonn; and the thousands of intel-
ligent and largely dealing merchants of New
York, Medan, Philadelphia, and ether cities,who are subscribers, ire not the 'mown, paytheir hundreds of dollars a year for mere "goe-s*" as proof for airs purpose.

All regoired facts ere generally easily ascer-tained. Thus,the title and condi tion,as it respectstocumbranc.; of the real estate held by &mer-
chant, are usually ascertainable from the pub.
lie records of his residence orlennediate, vicin-
ity; AO its value from equally reliable
of information. So, whether he keeps his pro-
perty adequatrly insured; the value of hie stock,!et: goods; the annual amount of Elia • Wee; whe-therthey be for oasis, and if on credit, whether.the resources of theregion be such an 'to indi-
cate prompt, payments; and whether 'he allowshie notes to be sued or judgment's to' stand
against him.

It is not true that any thing illedroniutileated—at least nothing is relluletti—of the 4WD of
•Hying,' unless it be in the comparaUvely few ea-
ses to which the individuals are living beyond
their income, and, therefore, prospectively at
the expense of their creditors. In these cases
who has any right to complainthat each Xif the
creditors as are protident enough to-seek, pre'.furnished with timely Information of the
fact? And is not the style of a man', • living !
matterof public observation, and truly knownIndependently of town gossip! ' , 7 •

Are not aloe a man's habltal ' And yet each
only of a metelhasit's habits as define hie moral
character, buelneita oapaolty and 'pedant or fu-
tura solvency, ara required about: If i man
be a cheat, or a gambler, or a sot, has he anyright to complain that those from Whim he seeks
hr has obtained credit be Informed of it?. Such
a 'Donbas ao businessto havelorask credit at ell.And are not a man's habits in thee* respects
usually Xs well known or as readily ascertain.-
Meas hie name I They aro indeed, facts sus.
ceptible, and often' matters, of 'judicial=proof;
and need lawyers Treat to !gossip' for the
proof any more when acting as eurrespoudent
for the Mercantile Agency, than a counsel in
the courts
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Atany rate, "gossip" is not received or given
by the Agency. Nothing short of positive state-
ments of fame will answer, and noneare em=
pipped as correspondeuts, but each se irehe.hosed to be judicious, impartial, cautious to do
no Injustice to those of whom they speak., and
in all reepecto reliable. 10-be Inge, men'of adifferent stamp may sometimes Impose. them-selves, nr Imiiniposed upon the manages, aacorrespondents, whilst correspondenta ; them-
selves may innocently give unfounded informa-tion, and injustsice be than done to individuals,,But ench caves, I am safe insaying, are rare,and When discovered, the corrective is promplyapplied.

1 know that the instruction of the managersenjefn the utmost caution upon the correspond-ents, requiring them to deal cirentaelmetlY withcredit and mercantile and moral character; andthat their errorsare far oftener in favor of thoseof idiom they • speak, than against them; forBoy whatwe will of the it:dimities of humannature, the great majorityof menare more proneto epeak well thane ill of their. neighbors. Iknow that in practice, the rule le, where habitsand character are not known to be bad-aidcredit out mainstay doubtful on ascettainedflats, to hold them good;—following In Cale m-ita, the kindly rule of the CommonLaw.That the habits of merchants'. wives,!as re-.pqrtad, Is empty untrue, except as It talky pee.
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futaibly happen in one ease Mtge thousand, wherehowever frugal the ,hushiunk the wife indulge.extrangtheica which threaten him with hank,riptey. Inever knew of a report to or by theArmor, of elm such a case. •
As to theoornenondents themeelves, it shouldbe satacient to lay, that they are amongst themost respectable of,the legal pa:eft:aeon sad ofthe communities in which they live, and almostlaudably possess, by length of nsidence end'extent of be er: hans, ample •urnicator aseertain-leg the fa \-which they—cominankate; whilstfurnishingin eir own 'characters, ample guar,unties of thofairnen of their statemente..Take

• one example of the character of One correit-pendants, that of a gentleman for years thtingin that capacity; and now•Profeesor of Late inone of the very first collegiate institutionit inthe United Stales, le euelt_the material -whereofto make :,:intor?" Your correspondenteertaitilywould at denounce a correspondent for a naps-paper, at • "pimp" because of Itthi pecuniary.,consideration and the suppreesiottot his realname. Why then should lte,the cerreepoadentof a respectable agency! ,
,Again, it is part of the 'regular business oflawyers to give their clients, whether they beindjUdrials or essociotions,"just such informa-tion as the correspondent gives thotigenoy. ItIs, of ''tee no, given with equal privacy! Thelaw. Itself sanctions such communications bymaking them "privileged;" nod thaorotectingtheir authors against prosecution forelander er :-libel beeeuse of them. Their ateriins for. themercantile agency are, therefore, take regarded I•as not less honorably than anyother partietooftheir professional besinear. , , .

But it .aeuns the Proprietors -of -the NewYork agenoy4sie for once been ,abetted inbeery- damaged for repeating the informationderived from their attend-eye.- This may have •
been one --Of the rare taros of misinformation--
and tansequeut injustice herein:shore, referred

- .
to; or if the action bo one of libel, thereal de- -Una. may have beou shut out by the rule gen-erally prevailing which excludes .proof- of thetruth indefence; or if ono'ef oral slander, it'
maymay have been shut out by the state of the plead..Inge. At all events, the prosecution la the tintof the kind of which I have ever titan!., Agabi, your correspondent. ;nye, .the Jary-a,thoughtteuch a eyntotn of -"espionage" anneees- ..

eary. . (Then the jury was probahly not empen-;nailed of New York jobbers; for not only thelarge number who are sethoeritere to the Mer-.
motile Agency, but all of that class, well knotthat just such information as the Ageney far-cairn is necessary to protect them against con- •tinuecl imposition nodruinous losses. , So longas the present vir,itias credit system shall pre-
vail, wome means obtaining will be employed,-:
and those who suppose that the city jobbers willsell their goods on etedit toetrengers without'having, obtained it insome shape, are quite as
fereseratit no they take the metropolitan mere
hints to be. ' • .

Portlotie of those who are not subscribors tothe Agency, procure their information by' ar- •
rtuigctecuts With cock other, And. for their com-
mon use, through theirre-apeman attorneys and
correspondents in the sectiuns wherein they -give ordesire to give crmhts-.-titue formihg lim-
ited private agendas of their own. Otani re -

nice it for a .`fee" from persons whotineel in
particular sections of the century to procure It.Other partied obtain it through theircon clerk, -
whom they send gut at 'intervals ostensibly -tor
make collections, sod- stenra Hair customers,bet especially IQ onertain.who are trwityrorthy
and toentire enitonaers of inch only as are:

Now, is' there any objection to the procure-
ment of this ioformotion, through the Mercan-tile Agency, that does not lie with et least equal' ...force -against these, or -anyother mode of pro-curing it of third persons; On the contrary, In
it not better, uud do not fair and trust worthymerchants deserving credit in. the cities, prefer
that it shall be given through a medium like the'Mercantile Agency, public, iivell, known, con-ducted by gentlemen a character and responsi-
bility who can hi found and called into courtby any parry eorieidering hiraelfaggrieved,ea to
the ease noticed by your correspo!.tient?' And,espcciilly —do not such merchants prefer that It
be primarily collated and communicated by their
own fellow eittaine who, in addition to the -
gnernatisa afforded in their own characters,
which have been mentiened, are In almost all,
cases, person.ily in:treated in the general pros-perity, end, therefore, in the comialercial cre-
dit of theregion of their eommou residences,
slut who can spook of their Own knowledge andare not liable to be imported oponlry."goaelp"or the fileehooda of rivalry or private malice,'rather than have it' hastily picked up and noted.down, by strangers transiently visiting the re-gion, obliged to take itentrust; andliabletobethus imposedupon contlintinf!' ; ••••

•'

!"
'--

--•

The system of "espionage,"• as poet corree-pendent calls it, does not stop with the custom-,
era of the city jobbers. Corresponding infor-mation in respect to them; is obtained in oneor
another mode by the importers; and In respectto the importers, by the foreign homes sop-

..plying the imports.
The beaficial operation of the. Agency ank7:branches in affording protection egotist the.."

-common fraud of obtaining goods by false pre- •
teocee, particularly, is well understood by those-who have had opportunity of obsening it.---Prior to its establishment, the lossie by thatfraud, as well et by innocent insolvency, werefar more common in the cities of their location,than now. There is no ouch agency ar brand:. - -
in Pittsburgh, and do tot your own and theother papers of nor city, abound with reports'of prosecutions fort that ttLfenctl .1 undertake •
to say, that iuproportion to numbers, rajah- ,-jets of Pittsborgiveutrir from that cause far of-
tener than those tifithe cities whereinthe Agencyaudits branches are Qstablishid, and ten timesas often tie the subscriber: to atom. . •

If the present system of buying- on credit toaell again, is to be cuutitined, well would it bafur all credit-worthy merchants and for the.
commtinity dt large, if branches were estaii-
Hatted in every' jobbing city, reliable corres-
pondents employed inerery Tillage, and aser7jobber a subscriber; and unless cash purchasesere substituted, "to tbis complexion itroust,come at last." , . •

I say better for community at large, because
so long as jobbers are subjeetsd to the henrylosses from fraud and inaolleuey which the great
majority of them edit tocoutizer, there Must bo
eintelderableamounte included in theirgeneral,prices, by way of insurance, and paid ofcourse, :Itt the end, by tilobody of the at:ilium-6m,

Protect the jobbers as far may be done,
against those losses, and goods could, and,
therefore, on the :fixed principles of dude,
would be affordedtoconsumers at probably from
ten to twenty per cent. less than- new..The
protettion is, therefore, Ice, for them thanforthe people at large.

What, then, Is the objection toan-institution
for affordinelt, What is the objection to theMercantile Agency, which affords it

-with less Injustice to Indiddifele tbjux other in-strumentality yet deviled! Itegnes may well
object to it, but honest men !should not..

Jan. 16, 1E452. 1 • Noluess.
•

SteaniCommunication Berman Now York
and Glasgow.

THE GLASGOW • AND NEW ,
mod goo luau vow... t tsna.MrsZi.taTAVlllllAtill=7.lll47lll

.•

• iAtuaat MONEY:
That Cabo.latorard...l4;E

• No Eiteorago Paki;Wsers
Fraiche or hook, her .11 s
Thom rata& holistic wooktoze. boil. In etor h 4w..which bo OZboard&cockier.. accrete,10,rodeci or&won.kipplr to • -• • - J.:kaki/ONiocklkety,•Itkowh 10, 18.=--fosel7.llwlwCMy York..

jr.k.SS.AOE FOR. CALIFOR, . •NIA BY WrEINISIIIP N'r.W
Pterwr tor siErdu,..vras-

DA, 1.14) tors, Kthe rvrir•
eeilfrom New Lark, ?Lack 17th.

balmybr •
ber

,
fle. Chstne ttWrrarimlnEH**hake Mr, ems.WtAt.urst. taa

. .

The htestosb/9 UNITED STATEN' efIf Tork ind8•2 Frahosch Ihewstshlp Lt., will .0 from haw York.llatett=h. tor Chaves. Pa,,avrti h..rwill hikethei•hleatlLl tmnth/h WINFIELD.sthETT, lawsum Eattams &boat lOth Al ,rit.without detult.tou .t P.o.YU.
. ..

....
A km na•Wrom Panard• torear rrauciaco, InN.WINYLE EL , ran toprocured. e.Pawky. lu aU t er store etadmerr MO hyyeennyl by •Y--',Bother, to • _.... KUNYLUID • KILL.Yana kolldlug, Mk:corner et lblY4 and In,t striada,Ph i1•1141011s. 4onte or LA, Yrtla k Cd. of kaar York.—Yka•—Prom =1 to KU& throuytt iackets. , . -

Modern Langtuiges'
(1 F. SAitniao, Prof. of Modira Dingus--11-13r.VPAVglZA1.11fi( lf=tl.'c'ggl2-'prlvatelrornd racy Zafrlvritd Le1410.-WilWI EnT,be soon of the Muer St.r• Blr. 11. glrlrer,lhtr4 U.

itzrzurrer-1).:161ebbrlo, Mr. 11.1{.1.1mr; Zion-ricrr Froriet.tormsrly Proturoorut iLak re-00 laragrer.p..

it
AMINO sold my entire stock of hard

__'w'areCUUerfRJleClnb4teb.rfaarrmotoomnd him t.. thaw. Who Mae lowthiMiMA-.21. .lOto
May eotl3.l.llollojent boat tr,is ridzycr wrd
10the Weal 1shwilmmiunIn Ito mmo Mom, 10.15
Wad 'Meat. to atteol to MA mtlienewt of my 1n1.1.004.
b.. 411 venom lodothwt to merit Mom oa ma sot•

thi their amouhtw.• • JOUR WALEES.
TORRI§ M'COIkIBS, Isucceedoi JOIIN-.l.llV'ALKER)fairoMott. Aminfo Rawlaw smd Dame".

111 wan 00.04Weal 'Ler:moo Utammd Aliey,rwhilloirbrthatrwei. Picnurgb. .IGrewthm.!..eT.l.`i.

AVINO purchased the eltiriottock ofji JointWLKER.fmnalo. AC. ]will cvlatinae
amwittiokclpcato luMmre.Cuth

Lord nall won.'
omit of Rrilehw a tha oho;a IlAsorbich 'rulebo lotl At
tbo luo 2 hrku in. rasp. -

lAmbmimism lilyM -11 to
eW amt mamim. stock at the old • need. ha. Ws Waal
gum, (W.hEl ) Aonnis-woumett.

Ohio & Peumoylvazia
Glo SUAlas for Bala by

aimroo.2 1.6pLebova-Scrtheast cosurriak. Waal .ta-r.nor


