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‘discover water or metals under ground.”

springs and currents, ores and native melals,

as discoverable by sensation, his description battery. .
“The Rev. Mr. Avery, of llolden, some

years since, made some scientifiz investig

dwmmg rod resolves itself into 2 question tions, 2d arrived at the conelision that llv
Xnnd a3 water and ore are the | effects on the rod ware produced by elee.
- most powerfdl conductors of this subtle | tricity. The s"nbject is oow being thorough-
fluid thut are:fodnd under grouad, it fol- I’ investigated.
lows that'ore will affect sensation, or rather | there are those in whose hands the tod wil
‘attract the rod, as well as water; and when | operate.
this iy the case, the yuestion arises, whether | or lcs»- thin' the usual guantity of eleetri-

wou]d bave been more full and correct.
{ For, ai the whole mystery of the so‘called

of electncxty

it is the -one or the other that produceq the | ci
effect? The practiced geologht iy best

Some years sgo there

borhood ‘of Hagerztown, *Maryland, a man operate.
who wos in the habit of informing the i nat confied to cither ave or sex
farmers who intended to sink a well, where ] dreds of wells -have becn dug and wated
they should dig with a certdiity of finding | found just as the wnter ‘bad previsualy;
Water. He used the fod, or hazel fork, | peinted out.,
and his experiments almus!. mvanably yet come to ln~ knr\wledb
provéd saffufactory. Neither he nor those | ered many fscts ov this
who.employed bim uoderstood the rationale | might be interesting o
6f the. matter, add hence they supposed | time.’ .
*The person who has had patience tu read
and 2 great deal of other superstition was | this article thus far will perbaps inquire
connected with it, both in bis own mind | bow are we to knuw whether the effect oy
and ju that of others. He was regardcd the rod i3 ‘,ausud by a stream of water or
by come as 1 most extraordinary person, [;bed of cre?
and treated by them with a degree of rev- hr'ul!) for an experioneed geoln,
crence bordermg on idolatry. in. most cases, be ablg Jto decide’ from th,n
This subject is now: better understood, | woil, &¢.,
In our country it-has iodeed ot yet re-|ant oreor native metsl in the vicinity.
It now remains to deseribe the mooduf
bas been. |nve>ugated,4und is now honored | oporaadi, and in doibg so we shall adop
there with a place among thesciences. 1t | the language of agother:
" has beeh nscertained that almost everywhere |, stick, of almost auy kind uf w uod auswe
individuals, females as.well 1s males, way | a very pood purpo
be found in whise hands the rod will ope- gro“th full of sap,
.rate, and that there is nothing in the phe- | pieces of whalebone, or olamc nh‘cl slmu
nomenarmanifested bu‘t what may be ex- | twenty inches long, of a size that will-ben
ith the established | vasily, fastened together at one end, wil

laws of nature. The charge of wenkness | answer all practical purposes
and saperstition, and the imputation of menting on the subject, the two extremitic
delusion and humbuggery, must therefore | of the rod are inmly graspad in each han
be given up, and the subject ‘be treated as | with the palins upwards, and held s Jitd
other branchies of science are. But what distance apart; with the’ point veiitical. de
are the Principles of Bletoniim, or how uvé | seribing a figure like the fetter V inverted.
the phenomena of: the so.termed divininy | When the operator passes over a veiv
rod to be accounted for? - water ip the earth, the rod wdl turn vy
1. Lt it be borne in mind, that as the { and point downwards.und there remain ti
buman body abounds with veins, srteries e passes on, when the rod will u~ually” rn
and other blood-vessels, both small and | <ume agebn its vertical pmnmn
great, whose office it is to distribute the | dnes nut
) vital luid throughout the system, and con- l:" ray
vy it back to the heart, the fountain-huid; | sumethi
,#0 the carth is 3 huge body coutainiug wa- | it down."[—

that he possessed a superhuman facalty;

ceived much attention; but in Fraoce it

plained in accordance

Remove the hand.-
is instantly drawn
numerous pxperiments which |-
has made shew thut all the phe-
the rod m~5 be explamed by |

. ; : kerchlef A
The Divining Rod, or Bletonism. down. The
. Webstér defines the divining rod to be | the wtiter
43 rod, commonly of hazel, with forked | nomena of
branches, “twed by ‘those Who jretend to electrical e i
ceﬁ;t extmct fmm a French papgr
. Of Bletonism, whose.chief charazteriatic is| gives the description of 3 man of high mo-
the 'sse of, this rod, he does not speak quite | rzl and idtellectual wiznding, why is 501
50 amblguoualy, he s3y8; nothing of pre- sensitive td electrical .
tence, but desxgn:mgs it'ad t“the faculty of | can tell withont a rol or: anything in h..;
perceiving and indicating subterraneous hands; where the veins of waier are.
springs and currents by sensation; s0 the sensativa produced by eleunur.\ on
. called from one Bleton, of ance, who | his throat, as he passes over any anwrductor |
" vas supposed fo possess this facdity.’’ | If]in the cath.

the great lexicographer. bad udded to as being similar to that prickling fcglmg
which! is experienced from the galumu

exeitation, that he ;s

I

This sensatisu 1~ describad ¢ :
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In other words, they have more

% Men of bigh mtd]cctual mogal worth,
* qualified to solve ‘this question. far above deception or trick, are fouud
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took hn.d of the top uud pul\-:

merous strata of ore-and veins of water.’
By.means of -the latter the subterraneas
water is conveyed through hills and vulleys;
frequently finds its way to the surface, and
haviog answered its destined purpose, it

returas ::gnm to'the briny ocean; is puri- e o, ‘.j;m,
v v, 0
fied, agnin taken wp by evaporation, de- |t fer LI T

- eoend., in’ r:un ‘and srow, and ‘again pusses | aavits e reputstivn In M,
abicn was dejosed G ettty
T

throngh the sume useful process. These

. upder-carth streamlets and teds of ore are | Lua Wi

the best “conductors of electrigity to' he
found beneath the esrtl's surface.

&i’ful finid called electricity is distributed |
throughou} the whole earth, but that sowe
. bodies genbrate or imbibe more than cthers.
_Those thaf contain more than their natural |

other megative. <

3. One of the' cetablished laws bf electri-)
city i found in’ the fact; that two hodies,
both positively or both nepatively ‘charged,
invariably repel gach other; while; if the,

one be positivelyjand the other negatively Sirte wiferte o
We wohid mn»l ( ”4 rifully eall the uum.x"n <l

charged, they uniformly-attract esth other. ¢

as is known, there is no cxcepuun to it
4. Tt has alrendy been remark(cci that th
best snbtemmcan conductors dre beds af‘:
ore,.or ‘pative metals, and veins” of water
1t is their nature to extract. the latent fisid

from surrounding objects, and absord nr‘

themselves ; hence, where these exist, lhu-']
will be the most clectricity, Io general,
_ the: human body is also a goed conductor;
but there e some excephom Some men
mually generate or dmbibe almost as much |
positive as neg:mvo fujd, and maintainfhg |
an equilibrium in their system, the divining

hands. Others produce positive elbetricity; . &
they are strcharged, or have Imvre than
;heu' natural share. 1t is said that ~ome}

- dre occasionally so highly charged, that,’

. Bke the far on a cat’s back in cold weather, |
tHey emit electrical sparks when touched or |
manipdiated. We confess that this.phe-!

:- tomenon has mot yet fallen under our |

notice. :
5. Let an individual. hlghl pegatively |

¢harged, i e. an individual containiog a! ""“‘ ““"’""”'
very emall amount of electricity, (only !} 'vmum— Jf“"

i l x N
such an oné is qu:hﬁed 1to make the mbst ! m?-’ ¥ :"x.» abote Krtracts, which are sl 4 part o

bn! st et U uuuu!v

- successful experument,) take the rod.into
his hands, and pass over a surfdce beneath
which there is 8 stream of water or 4 stra- |
“tym of ofe, and what, acéording to one of '
the unchanging lnws of ‘nature, will be—
“must be the effect on the rod, and conse-:

quently on the sensation of lnm who'holds ! wmu

.it? Remember, the persoy “making the! &

- the electricity - of adjacent bodies in the

"' earth; the elsstic twig in his hands forms

£ pm of the comnection between the posi-

itive and negative poles; and two bodies,

the one positively and the other negatively

. ¢harged, by an immutable law of nature, or

rn\‘lxer of the ‘God of mature, alwsys attract

esch other;—what, under’ such circum-

stances, must bé the effect on the twig, and

on. the perception’ of the expenmenur{

Unguestionably the twig will be attracted

- dowaward or toward the water, and the

- experimenter- will perceive it a3 well by thed"
sense of feeling'as of vision.

-G. Buppose the" experimenter is bighly

itively charged; like the water below,
EOﬂsystem has produced or imbibed x very,
large pomon of the latent fluid;—what
then? by the law already 1 referred
to, there wx]{be 2 manifest repulsion. The
twig, instead of bending downward toward
the water, will bend backward toward him:
gelf,and the phenomenon will be equally
percep!lb]e. ‘Lhas it appears that’ persons
.either greatly surcb:rged or grently defi-
cient, are nearly alike competent to make
the expenment 3 while with-those who are
_ only. moderstely supplied, or in whose
¢ systzm yomething like an cquxhhnum ex-
uu, no percmvable -eftect will take place.
g whole theary, if a_dclusion, can do
"o harm; for it mayh. e:mly tested, and
if after a full 4nd fair mveshgzmon it is
[ound to be a “bumbug,” it will fall to the
gmuqd of itself. But nd)cule, sbeers and
contempt, in ‘such a chse 58 this, amount to
nothmg, they are often. the nnly wenpons
of iguorance, and self.doneeit. A complete
and impartial trisl, based on an adequate
number of cxpenmcuts, ‘can alone finally |
sottls the question.

A gentleman in the North “Las been
examining the subject for many years, and
has tried-a ¢ varicty of experiments,
which show that all the phenomena of the .
. yod sre governed by the laws of electricity.
. Hebis tested the rod by'the clectrical ma-

en;the rod is brought nearsthe
posl ve pole, it’ is sttracted towards it.
But bring it towards the negative’ pole and
it isrepelled.”  Place,” says be, «a silk
handkerchxef under the rod, so as to break
the.conticetion- Petween it and the condue-

b
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