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The Woman Hater

[A SHorT STORY. |

the regiment as Stonewnll. From

this it may be gathered that he
was not un Impressionable or lmpul-
slve men. He had never been In love
—“honest Injun,” as hls brother offi-
cors  would have sald. They would
algo have added that when he did come-
mit that folly, he would go In protty
derp. En revanche, he wns a hard-
working officer, who got plenty of
work out of his Tommies, and con=
trived at the same time to be popular
with them.

He was not so popular with the fair
sex., No mun really is who persistent-
Iy holds aloof from them, and, without
being impolite in their presence, shows
that he can do thoroughly well with
thelr absence. Captaln Tunstall was,
from thelr point of view, no use at all
He could not be relied on except for
bBarren courtesy. What, then, did it
matter 1o any wearer of a petticoat
whether he was a populanr officer and
had earned the D, 8. O, or not? It
mattered just as lttle that he was
Lord Amershan's son, and would be a
peer one day, with comfortable neces-
sorles—except that It was exasperat-
ing for it all to be out of reach.

It was one time when his battalion
was gquartered at Windsor on guard
duty that the great event happened.
Agcot races were Just over, and by
way of finish to the week the Guards
had arranger a big day on the pretty
polo ground just outside Datchel. The
alite of Windsor and the two counties
gathered in state to see the gport, and
the place wns gay with flowers, frills,
frocks and fashlon. Captaln Tunstall,
of course, was playing in his own
team. He was one of {ts strongest pll-
lars, and when victory fell eventually
to his side it was largely due to his
rapid runs up and skilful shots nt goal.

“Oh, who 18 that man—the man who
made most of the goals?" ecried a givl
with enthuslasm., She was seated In
T.ady Philiston's carriage, which stood
at the side of the ground. Captain
Tunstall, riding in at the close of the
game, came almost satralght at the car-
riage, and the girl was able to see on
closer Inspection what a fine man he
wag, They exchanged glances,

“That is Captaln Tunstall,” replied
Lady Philiston. "He is good to look
at, isn't he? but you would he disap-
pointed If you Kknew him. They call
him a woman-hater—which, I suppose,
means that he is too stupid to he able
to make himsclf agreeable to any wo-
man, Not that he seemed stapid on
the only occasion that T ever met him,
But If he is really a woman-hater, he
must be a fool. Think what he
misaes!"”

“He evidently doesn't hate you,”
said the girl in a discreet whisper, “for
he is obviously coming to speak to
vou." Hut in her heart she wondered
whether it were true that the pony's
conrse had altered just a fraction since
the exchange of that glance,

“Dear me, so he ig," replied Lady
Fhillston in the same tone. “He has
not forgotten me then." She was obvi-
ougly much pleased. *'He ean't really
be such a bear as people make out,”

She  welcomed him  cordially, and
Tunstall responded with (for him) un-
udual brightness, Usually he was
grave with ludies., Lady Philiston,who
liked big, good looking men, and knew
well that Tunstall was not lavish in
even these small attentions, rattled on
for some time In a lively manner, tak-
ing all the compliment to her awn fid-
ing attractions, and pluming herself
on their effect. It was only ns an af-
terthought that she introduced her
friend Miss Certls,

The intelligent reader has probably
divined by now that it was Miss Cer-
tis' face, and not Lady Philiston's at-
tractions, which had drawn Stonewall
Tunstall out of his ordinary groove as
if with some wmagnetic power. In
truth, it was a wonderful face—not
altogether regular, vet charming In its
irregularity., What fixed the attention
at once was the eyes—large, dark and
lustrous., They might have belonged to
an orlental sultana but for the expres-
slon, which spoke of the active brain
of the west, not of the soulless torpor
of the east,

She spoka to Tunstall about the polo,
and he replied with zest. He had suf-
flolent sense not to neglect Lody Phil-
iston; but how great would have been
her pique had she known that he ye-
garded her as but the stepping stone
over which a man must pass each time
he comes and goes to the Happy Land?
It does mot do to kick It away into
mid-stream,

He was so sincerely delighted with
the encounter, go really anxlous to
please, that both ladies were captivat-
od with him.

“You must come and see me,"” said
Lady Philiston. “Oh, I know you are
not o calling man, but you must make
Aan exception. Write and say when
vou will come to lunch, Or, better still,
come on Tuesday—If yvou don't mind a
short Invitation. We have o few peo-
ple coming, and Misg Certls will still
be with us."

Now, Tunstall always refused lunch-
eon Invitations. People who had hid
any experience of hum in this way had
given up sending them. Great would
have been thelr surprige to hear him
aceept this Invitation readily, nav,
with gratitude.

Caplain Tunstall went to that lunch-
gon party and onjoyed It. Misg Ceortis
was not only pretty to look at, but
charming to talk to, Opportunities
camo in his way, and he used them.
Nor was the language of the eyves
wanting, Agaln and aguln the twain
drew together, and by manner and
glanee decliared the pleasure that they
felt In ench other's society, Curtis
Tunsgtall, whe was not, us o rule, of
aft {dealistic témperamant, found him-
self talking fluently on the affinity of
#ouls and the natural vapprochement
which, on seme rave and beatitic ocou-
slons, one feeld for another at the frst
fncounter, He did not actually ten
her dhat he had fallen in love with her
at fArst sight, nor did he Intend to, It
was loo early, Miss Certls, however,
would have been blind If she had not
percelved I, and she was not blind,
HFer pwn feelings—well, she llked to
hear It she wished that he would go
on, realised only too well that he wus
not that kKind of wan, and felt that lite
was very harvd, The waorse of It all

Cl.'lt'l'l.‘% TUNSBTALL was known in

was that she was leaving so soon, and
—|f #he had only met him helfore!

Captain Tunstall did not forget the
gtepping stone. He gove her quite her
fair shnre of attention.

“Yea, 1 can't tell you how 1 shall
miss her,'" she sald with reference to
Miss Certls, in reply to some remark
of hie. “"Bhe is o dear gl 1 wonld
kesp her by force If I could, But the
fact i8 that there = another who has
better colaims, That I8 the worst of
dear glrls. They are always, snappedd
up moonest."’

“Suapped  up?” obseryved
romewhat bewlildered.

“Engagoed, of course,
be marvied next month,
be avallable at leasgt for ome thnoe.

His house of cards had fallen about
his hend with such « shook that it
might have been bullt of sheels of
fron., He thought he had fotnd an
angel, and he had merely taken the
false balt of a heartless flirt,. On the
eve of heing marvied ghe would let the
most casual siranger make love to her,
and return it with her eyeg and man-
ner, If that was the kind that women
were, the Lovd deliver him from them
for the future! He would go back to
his firet love, the vegiment., There was
no fear of treachery there.

The result of this little adventure
wits that he beepqme mose of a Btones
wall than ever, and that na soon as the
generul edll to arms was lesued for
Houth Africa, he volunteered for active
duty, and war given it giadly by o war
office which was beginning to feel the
need of earnest oflicers. There he man=
aged to distingulsh himeelf, enrned
oflicial approval and mention In dis-
patches, and returned invalided v the
end of n year and @ halll or so—but
with a fixed determinaiton to go ont
agnin as =oon as possible,

As he was adviged not to spend the
winter in England, mid-sutumn found
him In the south of France. One day,
a8 he was slowly descending the stair-
case of the hotel, he encountered sud-
denly o face that made his heart bound
even after what had happened and the
lapse of time. It seemed perfectly un-
changeid sgince the day when he first
gaw it on the polo groumd in distant
Datehet. And wvet, stny, was it quite
the same? A little difference, perhaps
—ue to the lapse of tihme itself and
natural development of course, Buat Its
beauty was unchanged, the glorious
eyes were lustrous as every, the witch-
ery of their glance seemed to draw his
goul out as it had—, Was it only an
effect of shadows, or was the expres-
sion a trifle harder? He must have
staved unduly, for the Iady drew back
obviously in surprise and disapproval,
and without recognition.

T beg yvour pardon,' sald Tunstall
with haste and contrltlon. “But are
yvou not—perhaps 1 should say were
you not, Miss Certj=?"

“That certainly was my malden
name,'” returned the lady doubtfully.
“But I don't think we have met be-
fore,'!

“I am Captain Tunstall. ¥ dare say
you won't remember the name, but 1
met vou when you were slaving at
Lady Philiston's, just before you were
married—at least 1 was told that vou
were going to be marrvied shovtly.”

The lady glanced at him with a keen,
Inguisitorial  glance.  Ceortainly she
had developed in self-confidence since
rrringe,

YOR," she sald, “Lady Philiston,
Dropless, of course. Yes—I see,
that was nbout two vears and n
ago, or thereabouts, wasn't it?
vou have remembered me all
time? Very complimentary, 1T
suve,'”

Captaln Tunstall was slightly  he-
wildered at the thin actdity which ran
through this speech, also at the affec-
tation of oblivionsness with which she
gpoke of the date of her marringe.
Certalnly matvimony had altered her,
He remained silent, at a loss what to
Bay.

“Have you seen Luady Philiston late-
Iy she continued eastty.

N9, not since then,"” he replled, bit-
terly. I mean,” he added, in explani-
tion, I have Dbeen oul at the front
glnce then,"

The lady made a hasty mental onl-
culation that some six months muet
have elapsed between the date of that
vigit and the outbreak of the war.
Then her eyes softened gomewhat to-
wards him.

“You have been wounded?' she sald,
sympathetically, He carmvled the out-
winrd and visible signs about him.

“Yos, That is why I am here; other-
wise 1 should be still at the front. But
I hope to go back soon.*

She gauzed al him with enlgmatic,
inguiring eves, and there was o mo-
mentary sllence. She was the first Lo
break it

A8 it seems that we are old friends
and are staylng at the same hotel,”
ghe suld gravely, "I hope we shall see
something of you. 1 snould llke to in-
troduce you to my husbund, Sir Henry
Verdright. T am Lady Verdright now."

Captain - Tunstall murmured  some
sultable Inanlties. He did not feel the
slightest degire to renew the acqualnt-
ance which had already cost him
dear, Sl less did he desire It in view
of the change In her which had become
g0 apparent. Then at least she seemed
sweel, fresh, wdorable. Now  she
seemed openly harvd, cool, sarcastl
o thorough woman of the world. No
doubt she wished to amuse hersell by
digsecting his feeling, or perhaps in
other wuys that he knew of and haoted,

Beveral times the ldea occurred Lo
him—why not remove to another hotel ?
But he always declded that that would
be vcowardice, Better remain, trouble
not at pll sbout ner, and show her thil
her Influence was completaly broken,

AL the end of & week he was disgust-
ed o realize thut he had not gulte cors
ried out his programme, He hoad in-
sensibly deifted into an Intimney with
Lady Verdright Instead of keeplng her
ut p distapce, It was o gueer kind of
friendship, however, Bhe exerclsed un
attraction over him which In his coal
mements #truck him simply un-
canny, and yet all the time she was sn
repellent o his noture that wt tmes
he simply wondered why he did not
hate her and leuve her. There wers
moments when he thought that she
was dellberately leading him to u fir-
tation of the kind that he had always
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vowed he would never descend (o, and
nt others there winke 0 snrenstio glittey
In her eves as If phe thought that nt
Inst he wad falling into some snnre
which fhe had clevesty lald for him,
and rejoleed in his appronching  dls-
arter, Looking back. he could not see
a trace In her of the girl whom hd
could have loveid—except the face, And
the fuee 1teelf was po different, thoaugh
Just the snme! To think that ao short
n oapace of time could bhuve effected so
great an alleration! Yet, stay, that
girl, though to outwurd view an angel,
wne merely n heartlesgs decelver:. Pers
haps the inper flend had  worked
through at lnst,

It must be understood that he did not
think so of Lady Verdelght when he
wil with her. Hod that been the case,
It would have heen ensy to break
away. It was only when he was nlone
that he could criticiae her coolly ‘and
total up her defects, When he was In
her presence he was [ike o person hyp-
notigod,

One day they were sltting out In the
front of the hotel watching the polys
glot crowds that swayed to and (ro.
It hnppened that there passed by n
cortain Lady  FltzPallon, who had
mode herself notovious by the peou-
larly eynleal and heartless svay In
which ghe had thrown over o omian to
whom she wag engaged In order to
muirey another of higher rank.

"‘.'\:m\u that womnan 18 a heartless
Wreteh, if you ke, sald Lady Verds
right vehemently.

Captain Tunstall glanced at her and
shragged his shoulders, e remen-
bered the proverh which advisea nbe
stinence from nny discussion of hemp-
en manufactures In o house where o
member has died of oversuspension,

“Don’t you think =07 demanded
Lady Verdright,

“Perhaps she began as o flire and
slipped by easy stages Into what she
ig," wepled "Tunstall eynically.

“Ohag to irting—just ordinary ilirt-
Ing=human nature tends to It. But
this woman wans tiuch worse than
that."

"1 agree with you that for an
gigaed woman to flirt witn another mon
I= the worst of all,” =aild Tunstall, eye-
Ing her with meaning.

She bubbled over with

“Excuse me, I vould not help it
Really when »ou look at me In that
evers way you amuse me—idreadfully.
Now, 1 suppose the meaning of It all
Is that you think that some engaigeil
woman has been ilirting with you and
you resent it

This was bringing the war Into the
enemy’s  country  wWith o vengeance,
Tunstall di? not feel equal to charg-
Ing her fodmally with that offense—
egpecially as it seemed lkely that
would Iaugh at him, On the ather
hand, she really was not worth a lje,

While he was reaching this polite
conclugion, she struck in abruptly.

“Suppose oo oonse,' sghe sald, “oOd 1
know of one, in yvoung girl

1=

laughter.

she

which n
who knew havdly anything of the waorld
or her own mind, and hiad nevey
any man who moved her heart at
became engaged to o man hiefis
cause he propoged and her parents
proved, and she thought it was o
thing to be engaged. just ns, n
years before, she hod thought it o
thing to have her halr put up.
then suddenly she met @ man
opened her heart and showed her what
wasg in it, and the hopelessness noe
heartlessness of the union she  had
contemplated—""

“And when she had derived suflicient
amusement and instruction from the
contemplation of 1t, «he shut It up
agaln, and, ke g sensible givl, mnr-
vied the origlnal man, salved the wiolk-
edness, and saved the scandal, Do 1
take you right?"

“Oh, Tor goodness sake don’t look gt
ma lke that”" erled Lady Verdright
with a ripple of laughter, I st
laugh if you do, and 1 want 1o ery. bBui
she didn't wmarmny the oviginal wan. She
broke it off—"

“Broke It ofi*r
Then  the
about hevsell,
aEYe

“They have not met ngain.”

“Heally, what a pity! Do vou Lnow
I like the ldea of your feicml,
feems to me to be athey o nolbilo
One of the few, 1 suppose

“You excendingly  rade™ =il
Lady  Verdright betwixt angse  and
mirth. 1 will not prewemnd to ail=un-
ddrstand you any  longer, You hin
been digging at me all the time, and 1
Is most  Impolite. If my  hushand
wasn't such a bad shot, T would tell
him to eall you out.  And e
It s that you are qguite mistaken.”

“Mistuken!"” eried Tunstall,
on earth do yvou mean 2"

“Nou don't deserve 1o be told, In
fact, I 1 did what you degeryve 1 should
leave you o flounder as vour ave. Bt
I am very good-natured, so if you ke
o come o our roont @ owill show von
something that will interest vou,”

Almost  mechanieally  Tunsiall
lowed her to the private rooin on
flrst floor, Hiz thoughts
whivl, Mistaken? What did she
by thut? Was it possible thot
there was no coherence In [t
expected mystery, but
Onee arvived, she merely  poloted o
olie of the many photographs that
adorned the over-mintel,

“Do you recognize thoat?

“Of course, he replied, in
ment: it Is you—and a good
ness! "t
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Well, since you press me,* o
not without maliclous enjovment,
In you ot your best, Perhaps (@ 18 a
pity that you don't alwuys look
that, and do your habe Hike thot
had it 80 when you were at Lads
iston's."

She uttered a harsh

“Well, all through lite 1
given to understand that )
pretty a8 my sister, but never so plain-
Iy 08 now

“Slater?™' he goasped

“Twin sigter, Oh,
alike, and have been taken eiith
other before. Now, aon't you under-
stand? And 1 never staved with Lady
Phillston in my life, oy you hefore
that day on the stalvense here

"Then why did you pretond
had?'*
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Operations Avoided.

When a physician tells a woman saffering with ova-
rian or womb tronble that an operation is necessary, it of
course frightens her.

The very thought of ihe operating tabie and the kaife

rilzes tervror to her heart.

Ig ave full of women who ave therefor

ovarian and nb operanons !
It is quite true that theése troublos i roach astage
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1t 15, therefore, with full conzcionsness of the

ness of the discass and the stendy failure of other medicine

to cure it, that ‘'we present for ovarian angd womb trouble

Lydin E. FPinkham’s Vegoetable Compound as the

most certain to help of any medicine in the world to-day.
Any person who cculd read the letters in Mrs, Pinkham'’s
files at her ofiice in Lynn, Mass.,, would be convinced of
the efficiency of Mrs. Pinkham’s Compound.

The strongest and most grateful statements possible
to make come from women who have escaved the operat-
ing table by the use of this medicine. Let any woman
suffering from these troubles, or anything which may de-
velop into them, write and get Mrs, Pinkham’s advice, If
yon are beyond the reach of the medicine, you will be
frankly told so, but, if not, you will be fully and carefuily
and kindly advised.

The most servious of all the digeases of women, as well
as the minor ills, are promptly overcome by

Lydia E. Pinlham’s
Vegetalle Compound,
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Earnest Words of Gratitude.

“Dear Mas, Prygnani—TYour Veretable Compound has completely
-2 of the worst form of womb trouble, end made me s strong,
healiliy, robust woman. Bofore using Lyd
E. ukham's Vegetable Compound, I suffered
with severs peins in back and side, headache
and pervousnoess, nses wonld semetimes
oeor every two weeks, and once T had a se-
vere hemorrhage which lasted 2 month., I was
to my bed and the attending physi-
1 me L woiild have to undergo an oper-
aticn as soon us I was ong enough. I read
i1t one of vour lidtle bod several testimonials
ivor ladles who were cured by your Compound
ufter hoving beon told by their doctors thet an
operation was neceisary, nod 1 made uwp my
mind then and there 1o commence taking your
Compennd, 1 did so god it bas completely res
srtoved me o good L . Ihave gained twenty-
Lo poundis sinee taking it ond my flesh is na
solid as o ro Ay iricnds remarle about the
‘n me, I am pliving advertisement of
am's Vegetabiz Compound can do, and have in-
of my f ds to try It, which hus proved very gratify-
¢ o for restoring me to health,"—ANNIE
&, Baagamon St., Chicago, 1L

nls

NOTHER OPERATION AVOIDED,

U DA Mrs, Promrasi—I feol very grafeful to you for the benefit

I devived from vour lkind advice and vemedics. I was troubled with &
ul X troubles, had overitis, painful and irregular

lenienrrho: wrensness, and wenkness, 1 had no appe-
nob sleen uighits,  The least exertion would eanse short-
L dull puins in Iy and side. ‘The doctors all

an oplration wud have one of my ovaries removed,

! ¢ bour to think of. 1 was indon~ed to try Lydia E.
‘eczatable Compound, and after tuliiug the first bottle I
vl It orenewed my appotite, health, and strength, I

i, #lso vour Blood Parifler and Spuetive Wash, until

¢ troubles,  Thdpuins have never returned, and

nstpoution,

my health 35+
) 4 Wuve been o boon to me, and | am sure many o

life to them,"—MARI WEBL, 454 Columbus Ave.,

Vo rot
wornn owes het
Boston, Aless.

“Dear Mps, Pryppas:—1Y feel it my duty to publish the wam?rfnl
Lelp Lydia E, Pinkham's Vegetable Compound khas been to me. I was
e o eruzy persin—could not est or sleep; there was no rest for me
dey or night, Phyeiciens exaomined me and said an operation was
BeeEE s Before undergoing it. however, 1 detevinined to try Lydia
I, Plakham’s Compound, 1 am so glad 1 did, for it cuved me, T ama
woll wompn nosy snd can do any ind of work, I want this published
throughout the land, so that all my suffering sisters may read, and if in
any way afflicted with female troubles, they may
be induced by my sincere statement to try this
wonderful Vegetable Compound and be cured.”
—MRS, MARGARET BAMFORD, Centennial
Ave,, Crescent Beach, Revere, Mass,
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“Dean Mas, Prxenay:—1 wish to send you
thmanial stating the grand effect Lydla E.
wanr’s Vogetable Compound lius had on my
henlth, T was suffering to such an extent from
ovarizn tronble that my physician thought an
operation would be nec Your medicine
hiaving been recommended to me, | decided to
try it.  After using several bottles I found that
I was cured, Mysystem wos toned up and Isuf-
fered no more withmy ovaries, Your medicine is
the greatest hoon on earth to sutfering women."
—0ES. ANNLIE ASTON, Box 187, Troy, Mo.
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2 to the fuct that some skeplival people have from tuow to time questioned
i) of testimenbal betters we are constantly publishipg, we have
| owithy thu loua! Ciky Pank, of Lyon, Mass., $5,000, which \U[lll _I;m paid
above sl are not genuins, or were published before obtaining the
Msgney Mpwmoran Co, Lynn, Mass
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