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O12 THE third time the congress of the United
Sinles gre pugemnled to cammoemoriate the 1ire
wnd the denth of o president slin by the hand

of a wssusein, Phe o attention or the futore
higtorban  will b pliracied to  the Fentures
which recappenr with startling sameness

the uselesnoss, the

all three wi these awlul orlmes:
utier lnck of consegquonce of he net; tho obscurity,
the Inglgnincunes of the eviminal; the Blnmelessness
w08 ne Iy our sphese of existence the best of men
may e held Blamels of the vietim,  Not ong of ouy
medered prosidents Bad an enemy In the worlis they
wore wll-of dich proseminent purity of e that no pres
text could be given for the attack of pasglonal crine:
they were all men of demoeratic nstinets who coull
pever have ofended the moxy fealous advocates of
eguality; they weprs of Kindly and generous natare. to
whoiln wrong or injustice wag bnpossibie; of moderate
fortune, whose glendepe fobody  could  envy.
They wore mon of pustore vivtue, of tender heart, of
embnent abilitles, which they had devoted with single
minds to the mood of the Hepublie, If ever nien
walked before God and man without Blome, 1w
thiesn thres pulors of our people. The only temptoation
1o ablack thele ves offered was thelr gentle radiance
— {0 eves hating the Hght that was offense enough,
The stuphd tselegsness of sucl an Infuany ulfronis
[BIIE Conoeive

HItans

the comunon sense of the world. can
how the death of a divtitor miay chynge the poltical
conditions of an cmpires how the oxtinetlon of o nar-
rowing 1line of kings may breing in an alien dynasty,
But in o well-ordered Bepublic ke ours, the voley
may fall, but the stote Teels no teemor. . Ouar beloved
and revered leader 18 gond—but the natural process of
our laws provides us o ldentical In pur-
pose and fdoals, nouvished by the same teaching, in-
spired by the same principles, pledged by tender af-
feetion as well as by high loyalty to carry 1o comple-
tion the Immense task committed to hig hands, and Lo
eimite with iron severity every muonlfestation of that
hideous orime whilel hig mild predecessor, with his
dying breath, forgove, The savings of celestinl w isdom
linve no date; the words that reach usg, over two thou-
sand vears, out oof the darkest hour of gloom the
world has ever known, are true 1o the Jife today:
“They know not what they do The Hlow struck at
our dear friend and rulor waz as deadly as bDlind hate
could minke it; but the bBlow struck at anarchy wos
deadlier still.

What o world of Insoluble problems such ah event
excites in the mind! Not merely Iin Hs perdonal, but
in s publie agpects, It presents a paradox not (o be
comprehended,  Under a syetem of government so free
and so impartal that we recognize its existence only
by its benefactions; under o sovial order so purely
democratic that clagses can not exist in It, affording
opportunities so aniversal that oven conditions are as
changing ag the windsg, where the lnborer of today Is
the eapltalist of tomorrow; under laws which are the
result of nges of evolution, so uniform aml so0 benefi-
coent that the president has just the same rights i
privileges us the arvtisan; we see the same hellish
growth of hatred and murder which dogs equally the
footgteps of benevolent monirehs and blood-stained
despots,  How many countries can Join with ug in the
cormmunity of a kindred sorrow! 1 will not speak of
those igtant regiong where assassination enters into
the daily life of government, But among the nations
bound to ug by the tes of familine intercomrse—who
can forget that wize nnd mild Autoerat who had
varned the propd title of the Liberator? that enlight-
ened and magnanimous citlzen whom France stil]
mourns® that brave and chivalrous King of Ttuly who
unly Hved ror his people? and, saddest of all, that
lovely ad sorrowing empress, whose hurmless life
coulil haridly have excited the animosity of 4 deéemon,
Against that devilish spirit nothing avails—neither
vietue, nor patelotism, nor age nor youth, nor oon-
seletce nop pity. We can not evon thit eduea-
than is o suflle safegunrd aghlnst this baleful evil—
for most of the weetches wh erimes have o shovked
Lumanity Iy recent yvenns ¢ men nol unletiered, who
have gone from the common seliools, through murder,
to the affoll.

e minds can not discorn the origing nor coneelyve
the oxtent of wiekodness go perverse and o orael: but
this does not exampt us from the duty of trying to
ol and counteract it We do not andersiand
what clectrichty is. whenece It comes or what 18 hid-
don propertes may be,  But we Know It as o mighty
foree for good or evil—and so with the painful toil of
vears, men of learning and skill have labored Lo store
anmd to subjugate it, 10 neutralize, amd even to em-
ploy e destructive energies,  This problem of anarchy
is dark and Intefcate, but it ought to be within the
compass of democratie govermment—although no sane
niind ecan fathom the mysteirdes of these untracked
and orbltless nutures—io guard agalnst thelr aberra-
tions, to ke nway from them the hope of escape, the
long luxury of gcandalons days in court, and so by de-
grees o make the crime not w h committing, even
to these abnovmal and distorted souls,

Lt would be prestmmptuous for ome in this presence
1o suggest the details of remedial legislation for a
madady o mallgnant, That task may safely be left to
the =K aod patience of the national congress, which
hus never been found unegual (o any such emergency.
The country bolieves that the memory of three mur-
deved conrrad of vours—ull of whose volees still
hount these walls—will be a sufliclent Inspivation -to
engable you to solve even this abstrase and painful
problem, which has dimmed so many pages of hig-
tary with blood and with tears.

Hefore an awdienee loss sympathetic than this, 1
ehould not dare o spenk of that great caveer which
we huVoe et too dommemaorate, But we are all his
friends, and fvlends do not evitivise cach other's words
nhoul an open g I thaunk you for the honor you
Lave dope me In inviting me e, und not less 1 the
Kind forbeavance 1 know 1 shall have from yon in my
sl Inddeguate ciforts toe speak of him worthily.

The Hife of Willlam Meinley was, from his birth
to his death, typiecally American. There 8 no en-
vivanmaent, [ should =ay, anywhere else In the world
witlelr could produce just such o character. He wus
tnto that way of lite which elsewhere I8 called
the middle clagss, but which in this countey s so ne
Y ouniversul os o make of other classes an alimost
wigible quantity. He was neither rvich nor poor,
ither proud nor humble; he knew no hunger e wus
0L sure of soalisfying, no luxury which could
viate mind o body, 18 parents were sober,
aring people; Intelllgont and upright: without
enslon and without humility. He grew up In the
wompany of boys Hie hbmsell; swholesome, honest,
elf=resprcting.  They down on nobody; they
wvel felt be possible they could be looked down upan,

nelr nuses were the homes of probity, piety, putriot-
. Thoy learned in the admirable school venders of
BRIty yours ugo the lessons of hevole and silendlid e
which have come down fram the past. They rewd in
thelr weekly newspapers the story of the world's prog-
reas, i which thoy were eager o ke part, and of
the sing and wrongs of colvillzatlon with which they
hurned Lo do batthe, B was a serious and thoughitul
time. The boys of that duy rfelt dimly, but deeply,
thint days of sharp struggle and high agehlevement
wore before them, ‘Chey looked st We with the won-
dering yeu vesolute eyed of o young esquire In his viglhl
of arms,. They felt o tme was coming when to them
vhould be addressed the stern admonition of the apos-
e, “Quit vou HEe men; be strong.'”

11 18 not easy to give to those of a lalter generation
any clear lden of thut extenordinary spivitual awanken-
passed over the country at the lrst red
signal fres of the war between the states, 11 wis not
our cavllest npocalypse, o hundred veurs before the
vation hud been revealed Lo dtsell, when after long ols-
cussion and much searvching of heart the people of the
colonles hoad rvsolved that to lve without Nberty waus
worse than to die, and had thorefore v el o the
solemn guine of war “thele lives, (heir fortunes, and
thelr sacrad honoo To o #tress of het and lubor un-
utterable, the countey hud been hatmmered amd welds
ed together; but therealter for nearly a century there
had been nothing in our e o touch the Innerimost
founteln of teeling and devotion: we had had rumaors
Oof wara—even wars wi had hud, not without sucorifices
and glopy—but nothing which went to the vilul self-
consclousness of the (ountery, nothing which chals
lenged the nation™s vight to live, But in 1580 the na-
tlon was going down bita the Valley of Declglon, The
guestion which had been debated on thousands of
piatforins, which had been discussed in countless pubi-
leationg, which, thundered from nnumerable pulpits,
bad suuged In thelr congregations the bitter stelfe and
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digBcngion to which only caser of consgclence can give
rlge, was everywhere préssing for solitinn Al ot
merely In the varloos channela of publolty wis It
wlive and climmorous,  Aboul every Hreside bnothe Toond,
Iy the conversition of [vlends and nelghbors, and,
deepor g, Iy the secret of milllons of Buaman hepris,
Phe battle of opdnlon woas waglng, and all men felt
and savw=—=wlith more or less cleariess
to the ymportunate guestion, SBhall the
woe due, and not to be denled, And 1 do not
thut In the North slone there was Lhis nusters wresi-
lioge with consolence, In the South as well, below il
the effervesconce and excitemant of g people perhnps
miore given Lo elogquent apeech than we were, there
wns the profotmd ony of question and answer, the
simmaong to declle whethier honor and  freedon did

thut an anewey

natlon Hved
ienn

not call them to vevolution and ware 10 & eusy for
prattisanghip to say that the one elde was tlght and
that the other wus wrong. It e sull eoasier for un
idolent magnanbmily 1o oy thot both wera vight.

erhaps in the wide view of othics one 1 plways right
ta follow his consclence, though It lend him to dis-
aster und death, Bat history Is Inexorable. 8he tiKes
oo aecount of senthment and intentlon; and o her
cold and luminous eves that gide le vlght which fights
Lt harmony with the stava in thelr conrges,  The men
wre pighit through whose efforts and stroggles the
world is helped onward , and homanity moves (oo
higher level and o brighter day,

The mon who ave Bying today and who were young
e 1800 will never forget the glory and glamour il
filed the earth and the sky when the long twitlght ol
donbt and uncertninty was ending and the thine of
aotion had vome, A specch by Abraham Lincaln was
an o event not only of ligh moral signifieance, but of
far-reaching nportance; the deilling of a militin com-
neny by Bllsworth attencted patlonind attentlon; the
tuttering of the kg I the cleay gky drew tears from
the pyves of yotng men.  Patclotism, which had been
hetorical expression, became o passlonate emotion,
in which instinet, logic. and feeling were fuseil. ‘The
countey was worth saving: 1t could be saved only by
s 1o saerifios was too great; the young men of the
country wers togdy for the saeriflee; come weal, come
woe, they were ¢ Iy,

At 17 years of age Willlam Melintey henrd this
sutmmons of hig country. He was the gort of youth
to whom a military life in ordinary times would pos-
seEs no abiractions His naturve was for different
from that of the ordinary soldi e had other
dreams of life, ite priges and pleasures, than that of
marches and battles, Bot to his mind there was no
citolee or question,  1he banner floating in the morn-
ing breeze was the heckoning gesture of his dountry.
The thrilling notes of the trumpet called him—him and
none other—into the ranks, His portrait in his flrst
uniform is fomilar o you all—the short, stocky 1ig-
ures the quiet, thoughtful face: the deep, dark eyes.
It s the face of a4 lad who could not stay nt home
when he thought he was needed in the fleld, He was
of the stuff of which good soldiers are made. Had he
Been ter yeurs older he would have entered at the
head of o company and come out at the head of a di-
vision, Dut he did what he could. e enlisted as a
private: he learned to obey, His serious, sensible
ways, his prompt, alert efficlency soon attracted ihe
attention of his superiors, He wasg so falthful in lit-
tle things they gave him more and more to do. He
was untiving In camp and on the mavch: awilt, conl,
and fearless in fight. He deft the army with field
rank when the war ended, brevetted by President Lin-
coln for gallantey in battle,

In cothing yeavs when men seck to deaw the moral
Gf ouwr great civil war nothing will seem 1o theim so
admirvable in all the history of our two magnificent
armiles as the way Iin which the war ciime to a close,
When the Confederate army saw the time had came,
acknowledeged the pitilesas logie of facts, and
wased fighting, When the army of the U'nlon saw it
wits o longer neseded, without o muymue or guestion,
makling o terms, asking no return, in the flush of
victory anmd fullness of might, it laid down Its arms
and melted back into the ndass of peaceful cltizens,
There Is no event, since the nation was born, which
has =0 proved its solld capacity for self-government.
joth sections share equally in that crown of glory.
They had held s debate of Incomparable importance
and had fought It out with equal energy. A concln-

clon had been reached—and it 18 to the eyverlasting
honor of both =ldes that they each knew when the
war was over, and the hour of a lasting peace hal

struck. We muy admire the degperate daring of oth-
ergs who prefer annihilation to compromise, but the
pathm of common sense, and, 1 will say, of enlightened
patrlotism, belongs to the men like Grant and Lee,
who Kknew when they had fought enough, for honor
and for country,

Willkam Melinley, one of that sensible milllon of
mien, gladly lald dewn his sword and betook himself
to his books. Ye qguickly made up the time lost in sol-
diering, e attacked his Bluckstone as he woolid
hove done o hostlle entrenelment; fMuling the viange
of a vountey low library too narrow, he wenl to the
AMbuny Low School, where he worked energetically
with brilllant suceess: was admitted 1o the bar and
settled down te mactive—an brevetted veteran of 24—
in the guiet town of Canton, now amd hencelorward
forever famous ns the scens of his life and his place
of gepulture. MHeve many blessitngs awalted him: high
repute, professional success, und o domestle alfection
=0 pu 80 devoled and stalnless that fature poeis,
seeking an ideal of Christian maprlage, will tind in it
a theme worthy of thelr songs, This Is a subject to
which the lightest allusion seems profanation; but it
I Imposzible o g2peak of Willlam MeKinley without
remeimbering that no truer, tenderveoy Kknight to his
vhosen lady ever lived amaong mortal men, 1f to the
spivits of (the Just mwade perfect is permitted the cone-
selonsness of earthly things, we may be gupe that his
tulthful sonl is now watching over thiat gentle sufferer
who counts the long hours in their shattered home In
the desolate splendor of hig fame.

A man pogsessing the gualities with which nature
had endowed MoeKlnley politieal activity s
naturally as a growing plant seelks light and alr. A
vwholesome amblition: « rarve power of making friends
and Keeping themw; a faith, which may be callgd re-
liglow in his country and its institutions; and, thow-
ing from this, a bellef that o man could do no nobler
work than to serve such a country—these were the
clements . in his choractery that deew him lreesistilily
liito publie Ife. He had from the begloning & ree-
murkuble equipment; a manner of singular grace and
charim; a volce of vinging quality and great careryving
power—vist g were the crowds that gatheraid about
i, he renched theiv utmost fringe without apparent
vifonrt Heo had an extrpordinary power of marghaling
mwnd presenting signitleant facets, $o0 as to being convics=
tion to the avernge mind, His ruhge of reading was
not wide: he read only what he might some day tind
usefnl, and what he read his memory held like bragss.
Those who Knew him well in the erly davs can
never forget the consummate skill and power with
which he would select a few pointed facts, and, blow
ppon blow, would hammer them into the attention of
great assembloges In Ohlo, a8 Juel dyove the nall Inlo
the head of the Cunnanite captaln, He was notl often
Impasgioned; he varely resoried to the ald of wit or
humor; yet I never saw hils equal In controlling and
vanvineing a popular audience by sheer appeal to thel
reason and ntelllgence, He did not Aatter or cajole
them, but there was anglimplied compliment In the
sirious and sober tone in which he pddyessed then,
He seemed one of them; in heurt and feellng he was
one of them, Hoach artisan In o gre crowd might
gyt That is the sort of man I would Hke to be, and
under more favoring clroumstances might have been.
He had the divine glft of sympaihy, which, though
iven only Lo the elect, makes all men thely felends.

Bt cnme naturally about that in 18T6-=1he begli-
ting of the second ventury of the Republic—he hegat,
by an clection Lo conpgress, his political caveer. Theres
wlter for fourteen years this chomber was his home, 1
e the word advisedly, Nowhere in the world wis he
harmony with his environments as here: nos
whete else did his mind work with such full conscions
ness of s powers, The ale of debote was native 1o
Lim; here he drank delight of bovile with s pegrs,
in after days, when he drove by this stately plle, or
when on rare ovcasions his duty called him here, he
preeted his old huunts with the afMectionute zest of W
child of the house: during ull the last ten vears of his
life, fllled as they wers with activity and glory, he
never ceased (o be homesick for this hall. When he
vanie to the presidency, there waueg not w day when his
vongressional sevvice was not of use to him. Frobably

feeks

S0 in

s accent of

no other presidont s been i goch foll and cordinl
rommunion with congress, I we may except Lineoln
wlane,  MeKinley knew the legislative body thorough-
Iy, i1a composition, e methods, te habits of thought,
He hodd the profoundest respect for e nunthovity and
i intlexible bellef in the altimeie rectitude of e purs
Our history showa how surely an exeontive
conets dlsuster aind rul by desuming an attlitade of
ottty or distrase (o the legislniure; and, on the
other hand, Meinley's frunk and sincere trast and
vonftdence in congiress were repald by prompt and loy-
wl wiipport and cosoperition, During his entlve term
of olliee thie muatnal trust and regard—go c=rentinl to
the publle wellfnre wng never shadowed by o #ingle
cloud,

froaea,

e awibs o0 Bepuldivan,  He could not Be anything
elge, A Unton soldler grafted vpom a0 Clay Whig, he
necesLarily bhelteved in the " American system™—Iin pro-
tection to home Industries; In o strong, agereasive nie-
tonolity; In o Hberal construction of the constitution,
Whnt any self=relinnt notlon might rightay do, he lelt
thig gatlon hod power Lo do, IF vequired by the coms-
mon welfare and ot prohiblted by our written char-
Ley,

Fallowing the natural bent of hig mind, he devot-
el bmsel! o guestions of findoee and vevenue, to the
easentinla of the notional housekoeping:.  He took high
vank In o the house feom the beginning, His readipess
I debate, Jis mastery of every sibject he handled, the
breight il amilable Hght he ghed about him, and above
all the upfidling courtesy und good will with which he
tremted felend and foe alike—one of the surest sligna-
fees of o nature born to grent destinles—made hils
servive fn the house a pathway of unbroken success
and brought him at last to the all<important post of
chgirman of ways and meang and leader of the major-
Iy, OFf the famoud reventue pet whieh, In (that capac-
Iy, he feamed and carcled through congress, it ls not
my purpose here and now to spealt. TThe embers of
the controversy In the mid=t of which that liaw had L8
trotbled being arve yet too warm to be handled on a
1y like thig. T may only say thot it was never suffi-
clently tepted to prove the praises of its friends or the
critlelsm of (ts opponents,  After a brlef exigtence it
cod away, for o (hne, In the slorin that swept the
mblicans out of power. Melinley aleo puassed
thrangh n hrlef sone of gshadow: hig congressional dig-

trlet having been re-arranged for that purpose by a
hostile leglslature
Ho e has sald v ig easy to love our cnemies:

they help us o much move than our friends, The peo-
e whose malevolent skill had tuened MeKindey out
of congress deserved well of him and of the Republie,
The Republicans of Ohio were saved the trouble of
chossing o governor—the other fide had chosen one
for them. A vear after MeKinley left congress he wns
made governaor of Ohlo, and two years lnter he was re-
clovted, epeh thne by majorities unhoped-for and over-
whelming., e came to i a space In the publle eyve
which ob=ewred a great portion of the field of vision,
In two nationul conventions, the presidency seemeil
within his reach, But he had gone there in the inter-
st of others and his honor forbade any dalllance with
temptition. So his noy was nayv—dellversd with a
tone amd gesture there wis no denying. His hour was
not yvet come )

There w however, no long delay. e became,
from year to year, the most prominent politictan anid
ariataor In the country. Passglonately devoted to the
principles of hiz party. he was always ready Lo do
unything, to go anywhere, to proclaim Itg ideas and to
sipport its candidates,  His face omd hig volde became
fumiliar to millions of our people; and wherever Lthey
wers geen and heard, men became his partisans, His
Tace was cadt in o clnssle mold; vou see faces like it in
antique marble in the galleries of the Vaticun amd in
the portraitg of the great cavdinal-statesmen of Tialy;
nig volve was the volee of the perfect orator—ringing,
vibrating, tireless, persuading by Its very ound, by
gincere vconviction, So pradent and o
suarded were all his ulterances, so lofty his courtesy,
that he never embartassed his frelends, and never of-
fended his opponents, Por several months before the
Republican national convention met in 1894, It was
cvident to all who had eyves to see that Mr. MeKinley
was the anly prohbable gandidate of his p V. Othier
nanes were mentioned, of the highest rank n abillty,
character, and popularity: they were supported by
powerful combinations; but the nomination of MceKin-
ley a8 against the fleld was inevituble,

The campalgn he made will be always memorable
in our political annals, e and his frienda had
thought that the lsgue for the vear was the distinetlve
dand historie difference between the two parties on the
subject of the tariff. To this wager of battle the dis-
cussfons of the previous four s distinetly pointed,
But no sooner had the two parties made their nominn-
tons than It became evident that the opposing candf-
vitte declined to sccept the field of discussion chosen
by 1the Republicans, and proposed to put forward as
the mualn issue the free colnnge of sllver. MoKinley
at onee acceptod this challenge, and taking the battle
for protection ng alrendy won, went with engrgy Into
Lhe digcussion of the theorles presented by his oppon-

He had wisely conclhdded not to leave hig home
1 The convass, thus avolding a procesding which
has always been of sinister augury In onr polltics;
but fvom the trant porch of his modest house in Can=
ton he dally addeessed the delegations which came
from every part of the country to greet him in o series
of speeches so strong, 2o varled, so pertinent, so full
of fucts brietly set forth, of theories embodied in a
single phrase, that they formed the hourly text for the
other spenkers of Lis party, and give probably the
iost convinelng proof we have of his surprising fer-
Pty of resouree and flexibility of mind, Al this was
dune without anxiety or strain, 1 remember o day 1
spent with him durving that busy summer. He had
ande nineteen speeches the doy before! that day he
made many. But in the intervale of these addresses
he sat In his study and talked, with nerves as quiet
nnd nomind ayd free from cuve us 0 we had been spend-
big o hollday at the seaglde or pmong the hills,

When he came to the presldency he confronted a
#ltuation of the utmost diffteully, which might well
have appalled o man of less serene and tranguil selrs
confidence, There had been a state of profound com-
mereinl and  indostriad depression, from which his
friemds had sald hig election would relieve the country.
e relatlons with the outside world left much to bhe
iesired. The feeling between Lthe Norcthern amd
Southern sectlons of the (Inion was leking In the
cardinlity which was necessary to the welfare of hoth.
Hawall had asked for annexiation and had been re-
Jected by the preceding administration. There was o
state of things in the Cavibbean which could not per-
maonently endure, Our nelghbor’s house was on ilre,
wnd there were grave doubls as to our vighis and du-
Hes o the premibses. A oman elther weak or rash,
elither lrresolute o headstrong, might have brought
ruln on himsell and ncaleulable harn to the countrey.

Agaln 1 erave the pardon of those who differ with
me, If, aguinst all my Intentions, 1 happen to s8uy o
word which may geemn o them unbefitting the place
and hour, But 1 am here to give the oplnlon wlhilch
his friends entervtalned of President MceKinley, of
eourae clidkiming no immunhty from critlclsm in what 1
shall gay. 1 belleve, then, that the verdict of history
will be that he met all thege grave queations with per-
fect vilor and incomparable abliity: that in grappling
with themn he rose to the full helght of o great oooa-
glon, In o manner which vedounded to the lasting
Lienellt of the country and to ik own bnmortal honor,

The least deslvable form of glory o 4 man of his
hsntdiual mosd snd temper—that of successful war
wiis nevertheless conferved upon him by uncontroll-
i « pvents, He felt ibomust come; he deploved s
ity he stralned almost Lo breaking his relutions
vith his rfriepds, In order, Hrest, o prevent and then
o postpong It 1o the litest possible moment, But
when the dle was cust, he Jlaborved with the utmost
eiergy amd ardar, and with an Intelligence in mllitary
metiers whilch showed how much of the soldier still
urvived in th uiture statesman o push forward the
wWir to 6 oo irluse Wi v pngulsh Lo bhlim;
b waatited I short and conclusive. His merciful seal
communieated Hsell Lo his subordinnies, and the way,
#“0 lon draadod CONBEgUen oS
entous, ended In o hundred davs

Ay, Stedmun, the dean of our peets, has called im
“Augmenter of the State It U5 o proud bl i
Justly conferred, It vanks hith among the few whoae
imes may be pluced definitely and l.nu\'.-? I charge
of the higtorle Muse., Under bls rale Hawall has come
ind "Mutuila: Porto Rico and the vast arvchipel-
ugoe of the East. Cuba i (ree. OQure position o the
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Curibbenn e asgored beyond the possibltity of foture
wuestion,  The doctelne enlled by the nmme of Mon-
oe, ro long detided and dended by allen publiciste,
evokes now no challenge or conteadiction when uttered
o the waorld, It hoas become an internationnl tealsm,
One glater republics to the south of us are convineed
thitt we desire only thelr peace and progperity,  Hu-
rope knows thiat we chepleh no drewims but those of
world=wide commerce, the beneflt of which shall be Lo
wll matlons,. The state i= apgmented, but it threatens
o pntlon under heaven, As (o thore reglons which
have come under the shadow of our lag, the possihils
ity of thelr being domaged by such o chonge of clr-
vimetances was i the view of MeKinley n thing uns-
thinkable. To belleve that we could not adminfster
theim Lo thelr advantage, wis to tarn infidel o our
Amoviean falth of more than a hundred years,

In denling with foreign powers, he will take rank
with the greatest of our diplomatists. It wag a world
of which he had Hole special knowledge before coming
to the presidency. But his mavvelous adaptabilicy
wis In nothing more remarkable than In the frm
grasp he immedintely displayed In international veli-
tions, In prepaving for war and In the restoration of
peace he wag allke adrolt, courteous, and far-slghted,
When a sudden emergency decloved [igelf, as in Chilng,
in o stote of things of which our history furnishesd no
precedent and international law no safe and cevtain
precept, he hesitnted not o moment to take the conrse
murked oul for him by consideratlons of humanity
and the nntlonal Intereats,  Even while the legatlons
were fighting for thelr lves against bands of infurint-
ed Fannties, he declded that we were ot peace with
Chinag and while that conclusion did not hinder him
from taking the most energetle measures (o rescue our
fmperiled cltizens, it enabled him to maintain close
and friendly relations with the wise and herole vice-
rove of the gouth, whose regolute stand saved thot
ancient emplre from anavehy and spoliation. e dls-
posed of every question as 1t armde with a promptness
and clarity of vislon that nstonished hisg advisers, aml
he never had occasion to review a judgment or re-
verse o decision,

By patience, hy fitmness, by sheer regsonableness,
he Imiproved our understanding with all the greal
powers of the world, and rightly galned the blegsing:
which belongs 1o the peacemakers,

aut the achievements of the nation In war and
diplomacy are thrown in the shade by the vast eoo-
nomicnl developments which ook place during Mr,
MeRKInley's adminigtration. Up to the thme of his
first electlon, the country wns sulfering from a long
perion of depreasion, the reagons of which 1 will not
tiy to #eek. Hut from the moment the hallots were
counted that betokened his advent to power a great
and momentous movement in advance declared [gelf
along all the lines of Industry and commerce. In the
very month of his innuguration steel ralls began 1o
b sold at $18 & ton—one of the most slgnitieant foacts
of modern thmes, It meant that American Industries
had adjusted themselves to the long depression—that
tirough the power of the race to organize and com-
bine, stimulated by the conditions then prevalling,
and perhaps by the prospect of legislation favorable
to Industry, Awerviea had begun to undersell the rest
of the world, The movement went on without ceas-
Ing, "'he president and hig party Kept the plédges of
thelr platform and thely canvass, The Dingley bill
s speedily framed and set in operation.  All Indus-
tries responded to the new stimulus and American
trade sel ont on its new crusnde, not to conguer the
world, hut to trade with it on terms advantageons o
all concerned. 1T will not weary yvou with statisties;
but one or two words seem necessary to show how
the acts of MeKinley as president Kept pace with his
professions as candidate, His four yveurs of adminis-
tration costly: we carried on a war which,
though brief, was expensive. Although we bovrowed
two hundred mlilllong and paid our own oxpenses,
without a=king rfo¢ Indemnity, the effective reduction
of the debt now exceeds the total of the war bonds,
We pay six millions less In interest than we did be-
fore the war and ne bond of the United States yvields,
the holder 2 per cent. on 1tg marvket value, Ho much
for the government eradit; and we have five hundred
andd forty-six millions of gross gold in the treasury.

But, coming to the development of our trade in the
four MeKinley yeurs, we seem’ to be entering the
eahm of fable, In the last fiscal year onr excess of
exports over imports was $664,502,826, In the Jast four
years it was $24,850,442.213. These figures are 8o stu-
pendous that they mean little to a carveless reader—
but consider! The excess of exports over imporis for
the whole preceding period from 1790 to 1807—from
Washington to McKinley—was only §a06,508,822,

The most extravagant promises made by the san-
giine Melinley advocites five years ago are left out
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of sight by these sober facts. The “debtor nation'
lias become the chiel ereditor nation, The financial
venter of the world, which required thousands of

yvenrs Lo journey from the Fuphrates to the Thames
| the Seine, seems passing o the Fudson between
vhreak and davk.

I will not waste your time by expluining that 1 do
not invoke for any man the credit of thlig vast result,
The captain can not clnim that it is he who drives the
mighty steamshlp over the tumbling billows of the
trackless deep; but pralse {s justly due him If he has
ade the best of her tremendous powers, I e hos
rend apright the curvents of the sew and the lessons of
the stars, And we should be ungrateful, if in this
hour of prodiglous prosperity we should full to remems-
ber thot William MeKinley with sublime faith fore-
saw it, with Indobitable courage labored for it, put
g whole heart and mind into the work of bringing It
about: that It was his volee which, in dark hours,
1ang out, heralding the coming light, as over the twl-
Hght waters of the Nile the mystie cry of Memnon
announced the dawn to Egypt, waking from sleep,

Among the most agreenble incidents of the presi-
dent's term of office were the two journeys he made to
the South, The moral reunion of the sectlons—so
long and 2o ardently desived by him—had been ini-
tluted by the Spanish war, when the veterans of hoth
gldes, and thelr sons, had marched shoulder to shoul-
der wogether under the same banner, The phesident
in these journeys sought, with more than usual elo-
cuence and pathos, to create a sentiment which should
end forever the anclent feud. Me was oo good o poli-
tlelan to expect any results (n thegway of voles in his
favor, and he accomplighed none. But for all that the
good seed did not full on burren ground, In the warm
wndd chivalvopus heartg of that generous people, the
evho of his cordial and brotherly words will linger
Tong, and his noame will be chervished in many o house-
hold where even vet the Lost Cause is worshipped,

My, McecKinley was re-elected by an overwhelming
majority, There hud been Hitle doubt of the result
swmong well-informed people; but when L was Known,
a profound feeling of rellef and renewal of trust were
evident among the leaders of capltal and of Industry,
not only in thig country, hut everywhere. They felt
that the immedinte future was secure, and that trade
and commerce might safely push forward in svery
Held of effort and enterprise. He inspired universal
vopfidence, which I8 the lHle blood of the commerciul
system of the world, It began freqguently to be sald
that such o state of thin ought to continue; ane
wlrer another, moen of prominence, sald that the presi-
dent was his own best suvees He pald Hitle at-
tention to these suggestions until they were repeatod
by some of his nearest friends. Then he saw that one
el the mipst chervished traditions of our public Tife was
In dangey, The generation which has seen the pro-
pliecy of the papal throne—=Non videbis annos Petrl
twice contradicted by the longevity of holy
In peirdl of forgetting the unweitten law of

men was
our Re-

publie Thou shalt not exceed the years of Washing-
ton. Mhe president saw it was thne to speak, and In
s characteristic manner he spole, breletly, but

wnough, Where the Hghtning steikes there s no need
of leration. From that hour, o ong deeamed of
doubting hia purpose of retiring at the end of his gec-
ond term, and It will be long before another such leg-
ron s requlred,

He felt that the bharvest thme was coe, L0 garner
in the fruits of so much planting and culturve, snd he
determined that nothing he might do or suy
shiould be liable to the veproach of o personnl hLerest
Latt us 54y frankly bhe was & purty man;: e belleyved
Lthe policles advocated by him avd his frlends counted
tor mueh i the countey's progiress and  prosperity,
Jle bopsdd n his second term W aecomplish substan
tlal results o the development and afflrmation of
those polleles, 1| spent a day with him shortly before
he staried on his foteful journey 1w Buffalo, Never
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lad T seen him higher In hope and patrlotic confidencs,
He was ap sure of the future of Wis canntry us the
Pralmi=gt who orled “Glovious things are dpoken ol
thee, thou Clty of God.” e was geatified to the
henrt thut we had arranged a treaty which gnve us a
fres hond In the Tsthimus, I fancy he saw the canil
nlrendy bulit and the argoster of the world passing
throtigh It In pence and amity. Me saw In the (me
mcnee evalution of Amerlean trade the fulfillment of
ull hie divenmes, the rewnrd of all hin labore, He wos-=
I nesd not say—an ardent protectionist, never more
sineere nid devoted than during those last days of his
I, e regurded reciproctty as the bulwark of pro-
Wwetlon—not a breach, but p futfliment of the law,
The treatles which for four vears had been prepacing
under hig personal supervision he regarded as ancll-
lary to the general weheme, He was opposEed to any
revolutionnry plan of change in the exiating Togisla-
tan: he was oureful to point out thint evervihing he
Iu-lui donie wim i fulthful comphonnce with the lnw =
wolr,

In that mood of high hope, of generous expecti=
tlon, he went to Buffalo, and thers, on the threshold
of eternity, he delivered that memorable speech, wor-
thy for Its lorftiness of tone, s blameless morality, it
hreadih of view, o be vegurded as Wis testament Lo
the nation. Through all hig pride of country and his
Joy of 18 success, runs the note of solemn warning,
ad I Kipling's noble hymn, “Lest we forget””

SOur capacity to produce has developed o enor-
mously and our products have so multiplied that the
problem of more mavkets requires one urgent and fm-
medinte attention, Only o broad and enlightened pol-
loy WHIE Keop what we have. No other pollcy will get
more.  In thesge times of marvelous buginess CHergy
and galn we ought to be looking to the future,
strengthening the wealk placer in our Industeial and
commercial systems, that we may be vendy for any
Storm or straln.

“By sensible tade arvangements which will not In=
terrupt aur home production we shall oxtend the out=
lets for onr incrensing surplus. A syatem which pro-
vides o mutual exchange of cotmmodities s manifestly
essential to the continuéd and healthful growth of our
export teades We musl nat vepose In fancled seourlty
that we can forever sell everything and buy Httle or
nothing, If such o thing were possible, it would nol
b best for us or for those with whom we deul, * + =
Reciprocity is the notural outgrowth of our wonderfu:
Industrial developmoent under the domestic polloy now
firmly  establighed, * The perviod of exclusive-
nesg jeg pasl. The expansgion of our trade and com-
meree I8 the pressing problem. Commercial wars are
unprofitable. A poliey of good will and friendly trado
relitions will prevent reprisals. Reclprocity treaties
are in harmony with the gpieit of the tmes: measures
of retaliction are not," -

I wigh I had thne to read the whole of this wige
aid welghty speech: nothing 1 might say could give
such a pleture of the president’s mind and character,
His years of apprenticeship had been served. He
tood that day past master of the art of statesman-
#hip. e hod nothing more to ask of the people. He
owed them nothing but teath and falthful serviee,
His mind and heart were purged of the temptations
which beset all men _engaged In the struggle to sur-
vive, In view of the revelation of his nature vouch-

suafed to ug that day, and the fate which impended
over him, we can only say In deep affection and sol-
uwe,

emn “Hlessed arve the pure in heart, for they

iod” Even for that viglon he was not un-

bolt of doom, and for a week after—in an agony of
drerd broken by illusive glimpses of hope that our
prayers might be answered—the natlon walted for the
end. Nothing in the glovious life that we saw gradu-
ally waning was more admirvable and exemplary than
its close. The gentle humanity of hia swords, when
he 2w g assallant In danger of SUmMmAary vengeance,
“Don’t Tet them hurt him;'" hisg chivalrous cave that
the news should be broken gently to his wife; the fine
conrtesy with which he apologized for the damage
which his denth would bring to the great exhiblition;
and the heroie resignation, of his final words, “It is
God's way, His will, not ours, be done,” were all the
Instinetlve exprassions of a nature so lofty and o
pure that pride In lts nobllity at once goftened and en-
hanced the natlon's sense of loss.  The Hepublic
grieved over suvh a son—but is proud forever of hav-
Ing produced him. After all, in spite of Its tragle end-
ing, his life was extroordinarvily happy. He had, all
hi= days, troops of fviends, the chesr of fame and
fraltful Inbor; and he became wt last

SO fortune’s crowhiing slopee,
“The pillar of a people’s hope, -
The center of 4 world's desive,”

wle was fortunate even in his untimely death, o
an event so tragioal colled the world imperatively to
the immedinte study of his life and charvaceter, and
thus untlelpated the sure praises ol posterity.

Fvery yvoung and growing peaple o to meet, al
moements, the problems of Its destiny, Whether the
QUESLOn comes, v, Yram o gphinx, syvimbol of
the hostile forves of cmadpotent nature, who punishes
with instant death our Catlure o anderstand  her
meaning: or whether e conies, o8 in Jerusalem, from
the Lord of Hlosts, who commuands the bullding of His
temple, it comes always with the warning that the
pagl s pust, and experlence valn, “Your fathers
where are they? and the prophets, do they live for-
ever? Uhe futhers are dead; the prophets are sllent:
the gquestions are new, and have no answer but in
time,

When the horny outshle ecase which protects the
Infancy of a chrysali= natlon suddenly bursts, and, In
i single abrupt shock, [t finds lself floating on wing*
which had not existed hefore, whose strength It hae
never tested, among dungers it can not foresee und is
without experience o meagur'e, every motlon s o
problem, and every hesitation may be an error. The
pust gives no clue to the future, The fathers, where
are they? and the prophets, do they live forever? We
are ourselves the fathers! We are ourselves the
prophets!  The questlons that are put to us we mus=
answor without delay, without help—for the sphinx
allows no one to pass,

At such moments, which have already oceurred ni
least twice in the brief history of our owtn lives, wae
iy be humbly grateful to have hod leadeys simple in
mind, ¢lear I vislon—as far as human vislon cun
galely  extend—penetrating In knowledge  of  mesy,
supple and dexible under the stralns and pressures of
soclety, Ingtinet with the energy of new e and un-
wied strength, coutions, coalim, and, above all, gifted
in u sapreme degree with the most surely victorious of
wll political virtues=the gonius of InfAnite pationes,

The obyvious eleinenis which enter into the fame of
i publie man dire rew wind by no means recondie.
The man s o groat sttlon In g peviod: of
change, who leads hlg countey successiully through &
time of erisis: who, by his power of persuading and
controlling others, hias been able w leave his country
In a moval o materigl condition in advanee of whers
he found (t—such o man's position in history 18 secure,
I, in additton to thip, his weliten or spolken words
possess the subtle guality which cavey them far and
lodge them n men's hearis: and, more than all, if his
utteranees and actions, while Ipformed with a lofily
morallty, are yet tinged with the glow of huban syms-
puthy, the fame of such o man will shine ke g hew-
eon through the nists of pges—an object of revereive,
of imjtation, amd of love., 1t should be 0 us an o=
vaglon of solemn pride that In the three great ovishy
history such witg not denled us, The
moral v dbue to o putlon of a renown such s Washing-
ton's and Lincoln's and MokKinley's 8 beyond all com-
putation. No lofcier idesl can be held up (o the @mus
Litlon of ingenuous youth. With such examples wo
vatt not e wholly lgnoble, Gratetul us we may be foy
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what they did, et us be sU0 more graterul for what
they were Whitle our dolly belng, our public pollcies,
sthll feel the fnfuence of thelr work, let us pray that

fn our spivits thebe Hves may be voluble, colling us up-
ward and opwaird.
There s not one of us bor feéesls prouder of hie ou-
lnned becuuse e 0 ligure of Woashington
presided over s beglnoing: N ane but vows It a
tenderer loye Lincoln poured out his bloml
for it no one but must Teel his devotlon for s coun
try renewed and Kindled when he remembers how
Mok inley loved, revered, und served it, showed In hia
lfe how a vitigen should live, and in his last hour
teught us how a gentleman could die.
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