THE SCRANTON TRIBU!

e

—— e —

ANTON EXPERIENCED

A PROSPEROUS YEAR

Strikes and Other Untoward Events
“lectric City Shared Generously
the Country’s Prosperity.

AUSE FOR
PESSIMISTIC VIEWS

ne of Business the City Has Ever Known--Fallures By Far
i Losses Less Than Preceding Year—Clearing House Associa-
's a Most Gratifying Report—Interviews With Bankers, Busi-
., Real Estate Agents and Manufacturers Which Show That
ust Closed Was a Most Sutcessful One and That the Future
ton Is Full of Bright Promise.

TON is not going to the bow wows.
Not much.

obody has said she is, but there are those of a naturally
imistic turn of mind, who have been, for some time, har-

t of fear that the Electric city was in decline; that she had

st days and that her future was not promising.

no good ground for any such fear.

h, it is true, has had n regrettably large number of strikes;

her steel mills, and because of thess and ‘mome other few
rard events, her real estate is sluggish. =

hite the strikes, the year 1801 was a banner year in the
tory of Scranton, The steel mill went, but in its place is

as sure as anything human can be assured, an enterprise
bay concern—that will be a hundred fold more bene-
of confidence caused a depression in the real estate market,
hce is gradually but surely hbeing restored, and there is no

that the immediate future will see real estate once more
vards,

b is too big, too wide, too aggressive, too well-grounded to
v disturbed by the unfavorable experiences she has encoun-
. If she was hurt to any considerable extent there would be

tion of it in the year’s business reports Such indication is

ting. Scranton had her full share and more of the prosperity
ountry at large has been enjoying.

view of marshaling an array of facts and figures to substan-

aration that Scranton is ““all, all right,”” the Tribune went

the men who have their fingers on the city's business pulse
iligent inguiry as to how the Electric city is faring. The

s sanguine of the city having enjoyed a yenr of remarkable
but the result of its canvass was plensantly surprising.

e some excerpts from letters in response to the Tribune's re-

expressions:
reatest volume of business in the
ager, R, G. Dun & Co.

ve we are near the period of our greatest prosperity."—
ansing, president of the Scranton board of trade,

Heposits increased at an unprecedented rate.”—H. C. Shafer,
anton Savings bank.

on trade presents a most assuring aspect.”’—W. D. Zehnder,

Seranton Bolt and Nut company.

ggest business we have done in our experience of thirty-one
muel Samrter, clothing.

pd a year as we have ever had in the shoe business.”"—C. W.
Schank & Spencer.

menal increase in business."—Cleland & Simpson, Globe Ware

city's history.”"—W. H.

enr the clothing business has ever experienced —M. H. Grif-

ceptionally good year.”'—Jonas Long's Sons’ department store,
e wholesalers made money.”’—Joseph Levy, of Rice & Levy.
pst holiday season on record.”—C. 8. Woolworth, notions, ete.
ng future for real estate—R. E, Comegys, W. T. Hackett,
hlager.

pus incrense in clearings—Clearing House association,

vious records broken—Postofflce reports.

ve building operations—Building Inspector F. L. Brown,

Dun & Co’s Repoirt.

d by W. H. Logan, manager, at the request of the Scranton

1808,
62

1800,

58

41
17
485.600
212.600
382.700
102.900
168.100
44.500
43150
42147

1900,
70
5T
22
345,742
144,430
207.742
48.000
124.005
20.425
4115
427

1801.
18
25
23
345,700
149.900
215.000
130.700
102.300
47.600
47%
307

County ;
ton 31
ranton . NT 31
. +R2B.5256
.. 104,745
. 128,725
. 104.800
.622.045

42.500
457,
41

P . .

AR

ity
utside . "

de .. ..
Linbii.ties, City
[Liabilities, outside

TR

bove tabuladion, showing the vecord of mercantile fallures, cover-
I of four years, in Lackawanna county, there s ample oanportu-
Wy, The most noteworthy feature I8 the small number of fails
clty during 1001, hedng six less Lhan 1808, sixteen less than 1800,
WO less Lthon 1800,
regite defanlted debte are practionlly
sl than 1880; besides the percentage of
m 41 peroent. o 474 per cent.
Bepirate lines of trade are represanted In the
rrecord of two previons yYears |8 sustploned by
manufacturing pursuit,
216,000 Habilities, 3170000 s vepresented
pdisteibuled pinmong twenty others
risining  infuence of the bankruptey luw  has  boen
need, and Nagrant fraud has been alleged in but one
it absconded. Only two of the falling  traders
bankruptey court,
punty, outside of the city of Scranton, the number of failures wnd
& Indebtedness ls substantinlly the same as o 1000, and $95000 of
$180,700 debts Is wccounted for in the failure of three misman-
woturing companies, Fifteen sepurate lnes of buginess ave rep-
it 18 noted that the percentage of assets o liabilities has de-
1 42 per cent in 1000 to 34 per cent. In 1801,
ibulition, no wecount is taken of those who Luve retlred from
hout succesding and who have, or will have goon, discharged the
ineurrad,
bar of active mercantile and manufactiving  concernsg in the
Increased about sight per cent. during the year, o good porton of
nppearing In suburban towns and the least wmount in the cliy
endency of the smaller enterprises belng to locate In adincent
than in the city,
mé of bDusiness transacied in Soranton
ve een he lavgest ln s hisiory, this
anches of trade, moanuficturing, Jjobbing
tter, lubor has been sieadlly euployed, and
nequalled in the aggregate. The number of stores opersted o
ith mines has been reduced and thelr place tuken by smalier
Il of whom have felt the wholesome benefit of the seml-monthly

tie supne
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e oAn 1,
Habilitivs

bt
L0 has
twenty-tve rall-
Ho fallures ocouy-
eoive tallurves, leaving
woparent in
vass, where-
ure poassing

I M1 Is confidently
ety applying to
and  retall. Winges
the Wwage payments

ut
()

of coul for the Lackewanna region, It sald, wil reach

lonk, There Is an active demand rfor all coal mined aud the
continuous operation seems (o be good,

@ Collectlons have been Satisfactory, and there has been o manis

on on the part of the larger grantors of eredit to require sinalle

b recognlge Lthe nevessity of shorter credits, in view of more setls-

Itlons.

ness of the cily bas suffered some interruption during the pust
by reason of @ sivike of the traction company’s employes, but

overing from this, and the hollday trade. taken us & whole, was

« However, two recent fallures, lovolvivg over 530,000 Mabilities,

Is

are ativibuted by the unfortunate ones
to the temporary cessatlon of travel
on gtreet cars, and It may e thiat the
January and Februnry  lauldotion of
purchase aooounts mny anecover others
whose business has deccvented motes
riallv,

Some Banking Figures

In the commercinl world the reports
of the Cleaving House nssocintion is re.
garded as the most relinble of all gen-
eral trade barometervs, Ir this reliance
I not misplaced, Bervanton hid o mar-
vellongly busy year, The Incredse in
vlearings in 1900 over 1888 was, in round
numberg, $1,500,000, The inorease of 1001
over 1900 wasg nearly 512,000,000,

Here are #ome figurea from the an-
nual report of the Horanton Clearving
House associntion, mude publle for the
Arat time:
Clearings for 1901
Clesvings for k0
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There was not o single month of 190;
but what exceeded Ity correaponding
month in 1900 by & good siged murgin,

In the matter of bunk deposits some
gratifying figures e also to be had,
Desplte the fact that three new banks
were started during the yvenr eanch of
the nine old banks report a heavy in-
creags In deposits and In nearly every
Iinstance the increase was comparalive-
Iy larger than the preceding vear.

The three nesw banks alveady averoge
more thun a quarter of o milllon in de-
posits. The average increased deposits
of the nine old banks is 450,000,

Incidentally, it might be mentioned
here, ag an evidencs of the bankeyrs*
falth In Scranton’s future, thut gix of
the nine old banks snd one of the new
ones have recently built or are about
Lo bulld handgome new homes for then-
solves, while another of the old banks
contemplites  extensive addittons and
Improvements to Itz building to accons-
modate (g vupidly growing business,

The following Is an expression from
H. . Shafer, cashier of the Seranton
Savings bank:

“The oullook for Scranton's business
develapment is encouraging—much
more g0 than it was a year or two ago.
The deposits in our banks hoave in-
creased ot an unprecedented rate, And
the yesult of thisg increase will gooney
or luter be reflected In an increasing
industrinl activity.

“Our wollers in the mines and shons
wre working steadlly at better wages
than ever hefove. Industrial growth
lias been retavded through fenr aid be-
cnuse of industrial disturbances.  This
obstacle to proaperity will be vemoved
when labover and employer come to
realize that their Interests nre mutual
—and that friendly co-operation mmeans
mutual prosperity. Thir happy con-
dition seems likely to be realized soon-
er or later, the Initlative along thig line
having been taken In New York late-
Iy, when repeesentatives of lbor and
Industry met in friendly discussion to
devise methods of solving Lhe questions
thit have heretofore been so perplex-
ing.”
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Building Statistics.

According 1o figuves
Building Inspector ., L. Brown, the
past year huas  been an  exceedingly
brisk one in the building line, the totnl
value of buildings crected being almost
twice the value of those erected in 1900,

The following tahle showsd the num-
ber of permits  Wwken out for each
month during the past year and the
value of the bulldings for which they
woere taken out. compuarid  with
gimilar figures for the vear 1800:
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Among the larger miscellunsons build-
Ings for which permits were taken out
may e mentioned the following: Thiv-
teenth reghiment armory, $1285000; Y. An
. A, building, $150,000; International
Correspondence Schools” printery, 3260, -
0o0; pddition to Connell building, 3100,-
000; Merchants' and Mechanies® bunk,
$70,000,

The mercantile bulldings erected cost -
ing more than $10,000, were ns follows:
J. B Dovie, $10,000; Williams & M-
Anulty, $15,000; Henwood estite, $17,-
Ua0: Matthews Brothers, $10000; 1 L.
Crane, $11,000.

A glance over he [ollowing list,
showing the value of bulldings erected
for industrial purposes, costing oyvey
$10,000, veveols the et that many of
the largest of Sevanton's  Industrles
hive not been in o state of torpldity
during the past yeur: Bolt and Nut
works, $11,000: Alls=Cholmers company:,
$20,000; Horanton Rallway  company,
£55,000; CIF worls, $20,000; A, Rohin-
son brewery, $10,000,

Out of the total of 385 perniils issued,
twenty-three only were forr bulldings
costing $10,000 or more, showing thut
most of the new bulldings erected have
been lowspriced.

Post Oﬁiﬁcg Figures.

Appended s Postmaster B H, Rip-
ple's contribution of leaven to Scran-
ton's confldence. The fAgures show that
in the nostoffice the sear 1900 was o
record-brengser In recelpts;  that the
month of (Actober surpassed all previ-
ous months and was In turn Fsurpassed
by the month of December, and that
the incrense for the year 1901 over 1500
wus wlmost ag large as the Increase of
1900 over 1888, nlthough 18680 showed the
unprecedented Increase of §-10 per
cent, over its preceding year:
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General_Canditions.

JAMES A, LANSING, pregident of
the hourd of trade—"The veports from
nll sectlons of the country show thut
the industrial development and volume
of buginess done In 1901 are the great-
L In our higtory,

“The nmount of wmoney poid oot in
Seranton I8 the lorgest In many years,
and while the volume of business done
has been conglderably in excess of muny
previous years, It has fallen much bes
low whut the commercial conditions of
the country should warrant,

“Industrind development and progress
in Seranton huve lagged, Continuous
strikes hove mode capital timid, Inbor
regtless and values feverlsh and un-
sattled. Our capitalisty, Instend of fn-
vesting money at hame, have sought
other fleldse for Investment. Real os.
tiate  has deprechinted In value, bnd
manufacturers geeking new locations to
establish plants, have been frightened
wway from our clty,

“I believe that o change is neur ot
hand, when the professional ngltutor—
whose job iz gone when industrial pence
und harmony previall—will be compelled
to retire to the background, where he
belongs,

“We have no fdlers in the Scranton
bee-hive of industry, and when we re-
trn to our normal conditfons amd ull
work In harmony with the common
purpose of making the most of our
present opportunity, Scranton will again
resume its vightful position s the most
lnw=nblding, aggresalve and
Ive community in the sast, IF not in the
whale country,

“T have every contidence in ouyr pao-
ple and resources, and belleve we are
near the perfod of our greatest pros-
perity.”

SAMUEL SAMTIEEH-"I'he yeur 1901
wiig the best In the clothing busi-
ness in Seranton of any of the thicty-
one yveurs ol our expevience in this
lne of teade, and from my obseryvi-
tion 1 wouldl conlidently suy thut all
the leading houses in this line can
mitke o similar veport. There never
his been such o volume of teade, and
what is morve indleative of prosperity
the demand from all classes has heen
for u hettey e of goods than each
heretofore had been buying.

“It bas been o year of vemavkable
prosperity throughout the whole coun-
try anid SHeranton, despite many draw -
bueks, hus had o very 1iberal shive of
this prosperity,

“The yvear just opening promises Lo
bee o vecord breaker in the clothing
bugines=, In all lines of wenvubles, the
winter trade opened up o month earlier
than usual, This paved the way lor o
thorough eleaning up of stock, the
prompt payment of bills and # beltey
inventory of hills than would have pe-
sulted with o later opening up of wine
e trade,

“The swikes, to my mind, had nore
of a funeled than veal il effect on bust-
ness condltions.  The sirike of the
streaet cur men, for inslance, wis inore
W matter of Inconvenience to the cus-
tomer than o detviment to trade.  The
customers came, althongh the coming
cosl an extra effort, Scvanton dealers
In some lnes of trade, of course, lost
custom to the smuller suburban deal-
ers, but this losg was far from generanl,
and surely will nmot have o genevally
bad effect because the nmost It meant
wus the diverting orf civeuwlation from
one avenue to another.  Money wur
plentiful and it circulated,

“Seranton's future is all right., With
the new street raidlway system in opers
atlon, the water vawe question sectled,
as it must be, satisfactorily, and the
proner inducements held out to Indus-
tries that knock at our gates, there will
he o prosperity here such as Seranton
never before knew, I am not worrying
about & possible continuance of the li-
bor troubles that have marked the past
yvear. The tendency s away from these
conflicts. The time Iz ut hand when
labor and capltal In this loeality will
come together through o neutval, fulr-
minded medium for the settlement of
any dispute they can not settle he-
tween themselves, The spivit permeat-
ing the National Civie Federation is
here and it will soon be dominant here,
No one hag cause to lack confldence {n
the future of the Bleotric ity

(. 8. WOOLWORTH—It wus the
best holiday season In my experience,
Bome who through lack of confldence,
did not put in thelr usual swock, may
not be able to report this, bot it woas
thelr own fault. There wog plenty of
trade Yor those who got out witer It in
the vight way,

JOHN. SIMPSON, of Clelaiud
Simpsgon—=The fall season of 1900 wus
the best we ever had, The yeur ns a
whole showed u phenomenal incrense
In businese, Lobor is employed full
thme, money is plentitul and the villey
Ie In good shape. We have o spending
pithlic and the public now has money
Our holiday season was Afty per cent
better than last yeur

AL H, GRIFPFIN, Clothler—=This s the
best yenr 1 have exsperlenced,.  There
has bheen vastly move business than
st yeor and 1 ean say there never wus
such o demand for high eclnss goods,
I fee]l viry confldent of a very prosper-
ous new year in all lHnes of wrade,

JONAS LONG'S BONB—It wus an
excoptionully good yeur, We did an
Ilimmense business in every department
and our holiday trade was at times so
lavge we could not handle it

C., W. BCHANK, of schank & Spen-
cer—The year just closed wus ns good
n year, It not the best, we huave
had in the shoe business. But for o
falling off In the hollday business I
would have far exceeded all previous
YIS

JOSEPH LEVY, of Rive & Lovy
the wholesalers made money. The senil-
monthly pays resulted In more gutls-
{actory colleotions and better vegulated
cpedits. There wus blg buying und
proampt payving and good Prives pre-
valled In all the markets. Tt woas
markiably successiul with
wholesalors

Reél_ _Estate.

Thut there hus been a decling
eslate values can not be gainsald. That
the decling hus by pno means been o
slump and that there 8 an Immediute
future for real estote in Seranton s a
eertalnty Appended are some inter-
eiting views on this subject that should
g0 far towards Ingpiving confidence o

Progress-
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ANy ong who may be dublous as to the
future of Heranton properey:

. EUNEST COMPBGYS-~I
Joln In maying eomething  thot
kit the fulse Impression abroad that
Heranton  Ir not  prosperous. Who-
over heard of o proaperous communily
which does not have gome nbor trous
Blen?  Plitabury, the sodond wenlthlest
and by far the most prosperous oty In
onr state, If not In the United Stios,
I® the home of atrikes, Etrikes never
oveur In “graveyvard oftleg"

Horanton e prosperous,  ‘Uen
ngo we had but 7,000 people.  Todoy
we have over 100,000, Where e there
another city showing o lovger porcent-
age of growth?

Think of the lnprovements golhg on
at thin time here. The Merchants' and
Mechantiea® bank building, of which
there Im none better nnd mores beautiful
in the country; the Flest Natlonal bank
bulliling on Lockawanna avenue, the
thivd vichest bank In Amerien; the
Title Ghuaranty and Trust company's
beautitul  new bullding  on Bpruee
sireel; the largest and most up-to-daln
Young Men's  Chelstlun  association
bullding, with five exceptions, in the
country; the new niechanlcal boildings
of that tremendour institution, the Nn-
tional Text Hook company, #ald 1o be
the lnrvgest of tae kind to be found any-
where, and many other lmporiant en-
terprises,  The Connell bullding when
completed will afford more offices than
iny office bullding in the stiate outslde
of Philadelphin and Pittsburg., If in-
dieations mean anyvthing, we are goon
to have the great Pennsylvania railrond
unlonding its passengers nenr the heart
ol our clty. Rich and new tyolley come-
punles are veady to tuke possession of
our streels as goon ns councils glve the
word, These ure the things that should
Insplve faith in the future of Scranton.

Tuxes, We hear a great deal about
taxes now-p=daya. Phlladelphia, Pitis-
burg amd Allegheny have had our pres-
ent experience and they live and pros-
e to tell the tale, and so will we. And
thisg cry of tixes has hod o great deal
Lo do with real estate values, but |t
should not, The tuxes of any other
clty physically sltunted as is Scranton,
wonld be as high as our taxes,

The veal cause of the decline In the
mrices of veal estate here 18 not fay te
#ee,  The same cause exlsts nll over
the country with o few exceptions,
History iz repeating tselr. There are
two bnportant channels through which
money 1 invested, one I8 veonl estate
and the other industries, such as husi-
ness and mannfactaring,  For the past
several vears industries In this country
have bheen prosperving and  profitable,
consequently people have been putting
thely money Into them. Scranton reat
estiale I8 as low as it will ever be, Re-
ports from  other vities Indlcate that
the tide of Investments arve In favor af
real estate, as safest ot this tme, nnd
the immedinte futare»

It is true that our merchunis have
hud good reasons Lo complain of the
Gilling off of business during the puast
few months, but they will loge nothing
by 11 In the end. The money still re-
mping in the valley and will eventually
vome back to the cliyv. AR long us
Sceranton is  the central discweibuting
point It must come back. And then we
can look at this in another light, Sev-
ernd vedrs ago Seranton had the distine-
tion of belng a wonderfully progperous
ity and this fuct was known through-
out the whole country, and as &

mladly
mny

Venre

evervwhere to do business, thercby cre-
wting competition among our merchunis
to such an esxtent thit there were imore
milures in Scranton than In any other
vity its sive in the state,  Statistics
prove this, Today this is not the case
and we believe that the condition of
our merchants iz better than at any
time for a number of vears,

When the labor troubleg arve ended
and falth restored in the future of this
wonderfal city, we who are on the
ground will rise with the tide of pros-
perity and listen to the ve-echo of that
volee from the mountain egldes, saying
better wages, higher prices for real es-
tate, work for everybody and good-will
between capital and lubor,

W, 1. HACKETT—1 believe the fu-
ture of our city, soclally, Intellectually,
finnncinlly (and I hope, morally), will
far surpass it breilllant past,

The Immediate past has been very
dark and the effect has begn very dis-
tressging und depressing. Bul Lthe elouds
nre lifting and the sunsghine of pros-
perity is beginning to shine, nnd before
another new yvear's day we will forget
the treinls of 1800 and 1901 in the grate-
ful contemplation  of what 1802 has
wrought and the brighter prospects for
1000,

1 believe  there I8 o great fature
ahead of ug, because our city today is
i glant in fts great strength and wealth
of redources as compared with a few
yeurs ago, What city of our size hag
the banking strength that we have?
What inlund city can offer greater ad-
vilntages to manufncturers thian Scran-
ton  But to my mimd  our  greatest
strength les In the fact that today we
have an army of noble yvoung men and
women, graduates of our public and
private schools, who are ready and
anxlous to place Beranton in the fore-
front of American cities. With the su-
perior educationnl advantuges of ouy
youlg people added to the wisdom and
wenlth of thely parents, arve they not
better preparid to grapple with and
solve the morad, soclal, political, coms
merciul and financial problems of the
future? Can there be any auestion as
to the vesults?  Assuredly not,
have any doubt as to the material that
our youug people ave muade of, just plek
out u few of the bright yvoung people
among the many hundrads, yves thous-
andg, In our clty today, and  wateh
thelr caveer during the next ten years,
With such an array of young Morgmans,
Depews and Roosevelts, as we doubl-
leas huve vight heve in our midst, the
glovious future of our clty Is assured,
Again, by way of encourugement, one
of our young merchants  informs me
that his hollday trade wus double that
of o yeur ago, and that from present
indicutions, he will have to move into
larger quarters 1o accommodate his in-
crenging business.

As for the real estats
wollld sy that unless
men and contractors get
Bulld some more houses and Hals, we
will have to erect tents shortly to sup-
ply  the demand. New wnd
yvoung marvied people wre bowrding be-
vhuse they cannot find sultable apart-
ments for housekeeping

We need also to have erected, for
sule, o number of medium-priced, mod-
ernn houses that can be purehased on
casy monthly payments. We need also
more fuctory space with power, I had
a call last week from a sllk manufucs
turer looking for mill space with pow-
er Wi need also several more large
up=to-date, bourding houses like the
Nush and Holland.

And lastly and all the time we want
everybody in Scranton to tulk and
work for sScranten, snd then we will
soon have everythiug coming our way,

CHARLES BCHLAGER-~The
1901, 1 believe, has been to
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business  men, and
workmen of this city & prospers
oun  vear, What might It have
been Lo all the people had we besn an
free from sivikes amd boyeotts ar in
the duys of yvore! Under normal cone
ditions we would aadoubiedly lhave
rianked ar the grémntest nnd most wios
cessful clty of its size in the land, Un-
fortunntely the labor troubles strick
s like a errible oyclone and to quite
an extent cheoked the yoar's proEper-
iy,

Muany of our citizens think real es-
tate hae been dead during the yeay,
That Is not correct. Large nnd oostly
heen and are now In
votrse of construction In the hearvt of
town.,  Others will follow during the
new year. The number of new homes
erected In different parls of the clty
are, 1 think, quite up (o former years,
A vigit to the outskirts of olr cliy will
comvines the most alkeplical that hune
dreda of pretly homes have been orecls
md, Naturally thelr would have been a
greater number under more fiuvornble
olronmstances.  The very feaw houses
for rent in Serunton certainly Indicates
that our city continues to grow, Weeks
und monthe ave spent by new residents
In finding uitable homes; thege people
nre murpriged ot the great scarcity of
vacant houses in so lnrge & clty,

With the present strike and boycott
settled and a continuation of the coun-
try‘as prosperity, with all mines and fac-
tories working at full time in onr city
ond valley, the people of Scranton will,
I think, seer o great business and real
estate boam during the new year. Let
us look with chesrful hearts Lo 1002,
and all pull together, to mwoake L the
most suceessful year in Beranton’s hin-
tory. .

The Iron Trade.

Some thoughtfal conmuments are con-
talned in the following contribution on
“The Tron Trade,” from W. D, Zehnder,
president of the Scranton Bolt and Nut
company:

Time and gpace will not permit propey
conglderation of this subject. Three
phaseg confront ux: The past, present
und future, With two we are familing;
the thivd is 0 mere conjecture,

Our industrinl life, like the beach of
the ovean, i3 constuntly changing. The
time I&, no donbt, within the memory of
the majority of citizens of Scranton
when fron was the chief centre of at-
traction, and the ¢ity occupied o pros-
pective position of ranking firet pmong
the fron cenlres of omr countiy,

In the past we enjoyed the distinotion
of belng ploneers, hoth in the manufine-
are of ron and stesl, il of possess-
Ing ot one time whiat Is sald o have
been the lauvgest industry of Itg kind in
thiz country. The rapid transforma-
tion from iron to steel changed wll theve
conditions, which were rapidly met and
muintuined until such time as natural
resources  compelled a  transfer 1o g
point nearer the base of supplies, 1
yofoer, of conresn, to ore depogits, While
we have lost for the present the manu-
facture of steel, there g no rearon why
we should not retain the manuvfacture
of speh artleles a8 we now poseess In
fron, and add largely (heveto, So that,
I hold, the present offers o mMostk assur-
ing aspect, and the future holds out
bright hopes to participnte in the gen-
eral wdvancemenl that muel assuredly
take place.

When the statlstics of 1901 are wril-
ten, it will be seen thot we have puassed
through o most remuivkable yeur in the
iron and steel business; that as i@ nn-
tlonn we have produced apnroximately
17,000,000 tonk of pig ron, consumed
very largely within our borders: that
the increase In this production in the
Iast twenty-five yenre has bheen over
1.000 per cent.; and that our own state
will stand first on the record.

I note from the industrial stntistics
that in the vear of 1900 we prodoced in
this stutle 6,640,000 tong of fron and steel,
and that  Lackawannn  county  held
fourth position in the list, vroducing
4,67 per cent,  Allegheny county led,
with 68 per cent.: Dauphin, second in
position: Cambris, third. With these
facts before s, it is apparent to every-
one thut iron and steel I8 the most fm-
portant factor in owr industrial life,
and lkely will for many yvears to come
retain the honored title of "king.”

We are entering a perlod of recon-
struction which extends into all lines—
stenmships, ruilroads, locomotives, cars,
bridges awl  bulldings—the basis  of
which hom and steel; and through
which may hope for a period of
prosperity.

The demvession prior Lo the year of
W9 found us vecovering from the lowest
vitlues we hoad ever veached. The rapld
rise during that year, and the reaction
following, convulzed ovr whole indus-
treial life, as the two extrames had been
met within one year, And it wag not
until the sorving of 1401 that we were
able to pecover ourselves and find a
true hagls. Early in the yvear through
which we have just passed, values as-
suimed o normal position, and huve con-
tinued so0 throughout.

i fron and steel
tond on  the  highest
reached in years, and
throughont its vealms:. We enter upon
the new vewr with most encouraging
conditions; and if we cun but remems-
her our dava of wdversity, so thut the
recolleotions of these may have o satlss
fying effect upon us in our progperity,
1 gee no reason why we shall not hope
that the vear now entered apon shall
contribute to both employer and ome-
ploye alike, the greatest blessing, from
g temporal standpoind, that we hove
5 vl enjoyed., “'Lest we forget," let
ua recull the pust and profit thereby,
wlvaneing cautlously nnd prepare for
the veaction sure to confrvont ug in due
course of thime.

On June 1, 1884, groond was broken
for the congtruetion of the plant with
which I am connected, We have been
imn illil‘l'llliﬂ“. now, l'Xih'I.')' Lwao Yeurnm.
Durving this time, by hard, untiring ef-
forr, we have operated, proctically,
every day. We were fortunate In ses
curing in this city an organisation of
whilch we are proud. The bulk of our
employes hoave been apl siadents, and
many huve visen from nominal posi-
tlons upon which they entered, 1o that
of makers of bolts, nuls, ele,

Qur paliey has
man's mrogress who
position wnd sbllity
any man's abilivy
reputition  of the product of these
works has  been establlshed both In
yuality and workmanship, and may be
and
to Bovth Afviea, Mexico,
Rico, SBouth America and

thousundas of

Is

we

s rewnvded
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peace relgns

Labor

beon o retard no
exhibited o dis-
o vise, or curiall
o produce The

is exnorted
Cubia, Porto
the Orlent.

Competition has been keen: at thmes
extreniely so. We have therefores found
It nacepsary 1o ‘nerease soms depuort-
ments, and heve just completed the
construction of 17,000 sousre f[eel of
lactory bulldings, In which will be
placed & large numbeyr of new machines,
some of which wre now on the ground,
others ure belng bullt. This will neces-
savkly Inorease the number of omployes
very largely from the 30 that we now
huve.

PERMITS FOR |
THE MONTH

HAVE BEEN ISSUED BY INSPRC-
TOR BROWN.

One of Them Was for the Naw
Printery of the International Text
Book Company Which Will Cost
More Than §250,000—The Permi®
Cost $128—Permits Were Tasusd
for the Erection of a Number of
New Dwelling Houses and Repaira
of Others,

A bullding permit for the most ex-
pensive bullding on the books of the
bullding Inspector’'s  department whs
Issued yesterdany by Bullding Inspeotor
Brown to the Internintional Text-Book
company for the mummoth printery te
be erected on Wyoming avenue for the
Internationnl Correspondence sohools,
The building will be 187x480 fest in
alze and wil cost $250,000. It will be
three stories high and will be bullt of
brick, The permit cost the company
$128. The other permits Issued during
the month thus ended were as follows:

Jduimes 1. Hart, Sixteenth stveet, alleration.

do W, Farr, Fare avenne, 20x25, thrée two.
Atory frame dwellings,

Eadl Paull, Meadow street, addition.

Cliist  ohureli, Washington avenue, alteration
and vepair,

M. ¥ Howley, Anthony steeat, barn,

I 1y Jenkins, Best Markel strest, S80¢5, greea
Intnien,

A B, Hunt, Lackawanna avenue, alteration,

Wasliburn, Willlamm & Co,, Meridian  strect,
Aaxn2, alubile and shml,

St Mark's Latheran cnoeh, Washborn street,
alteration amd vepuir.

M. B Bean, Lafayeite street, stable and shop,

I, A, Kiger, Hrown avenue, dwelling.

Luther Keller, West Lickawanne avenue, 24x
B0, sarehinnse.

Spriks Brothers, Linden street, five two-slory
Liotwes, 24N86,

Elizaboth House, Boulevard, barn,

Jucolr Frfes, Prescolt avenue, alteration.

Naleon, Morris & On., Eighth street, barn.

Nay  Aug Lvinber company, Rundle avenus,
twoestory dwelling, 18535

1. A, Ranfold, Prescolt avemie, single dwell-
ing, 1wo stories, 28405,

Delaware, Lackawanna amd  Western
vanipany, North Main avenune, aiddition,

Delawire, Lekowinn and Western Rilvoad eam-
paly, near Dodge mines, 108548, boller house,

My Jdane Jones.  Bromley avenue, two-story
dwnlling. 1740,

Jumes Kern
dwelling, 18x

Jo B Jdones, Lugerns street, single dwelling,
T,

Chivisti
HOTETIN

I’. F. Corrigan, Vourth street, carriage house
and diwelling, two slories

Augnst. Blair, south Teving avenue,
weledition,

Clarles €. Miller, Shart avenne, two-story dou-
Il lionse, SGRAS.

Jo W, Alworth, Providence voad, two.story sin.
@l dwelling.

Frank HWazard, Dickson avenue, alieration

Cliseles Du Pout Hreck, trusice, Beach wsireet,
alteration and renair,

Mrse Mary Cogrios, Linden atreet, double houss,
1R EA

i ¥

Laiiner
121,

Mary Huggeriy
dwelling.

Teaders" Neal Eslate company,
nue, bwo-story sigeln dweiling.

F. A Kigr, Brown avenue,
dwellinge, 24x25,

Indernntiotial Test Book company, printery, 187
AN thressiory brick, 40,000,

The above Hst is not quite complete
g0 thot the total figures cannot be glyve
(SN

Railvoad

Elfzaheth street, two-story single

Coll, Ninth  street,  threa-story flat,

twosstory

Fiteh, Bonlevard, ive liouse,

Thomee, Rundle avenue, club  house,

Hennett siveet, twosstory single
Harrison ave-

twn two-story

[ S —

ALL WILL BE HARMONY.

Organization of the Poor Board on
Friday.

The Scranton poor board will reor-
ganize on Friday afternoon and fron
present  indications there will be no
contests for any of the offices,

Iteese G, Brooks will andoubtediy
suceeed himeell as president, and (%
Joseph Gillesple will be unopposed for
gecretary, 1. M. Vernoy, the collector
of tuxes, has intimated that he has no
egpecinl wish to guceeed hbmsell and
for this reason Harry G. Dile has be-
come @ candidate for this place and
will probably be elected, as thore is
no opnesing candidate In the fleld.

Ambroze Herz will be given another
term a# terasurer and George Eeemern,
who has given such splendid sotistacs
tion as superintendent of the Hillside
Home, will be re-slecied unanlmously,

—_— -

A POLICE INSPECTION.

Revolvers and Other Paraphernalia
to be Looked Over,

Superintendent of Police Lona Day
vegterday issued an order providing for
an lnspection of all police parapher-
nalle on Friday afterncon at 2 o'clock,

The members of the foree will as-
somble at that hour and particeular
enre will be taken In inspecting thel
revolvers, Any weapons which arve not
in good order will be condemned and
their owners furnighed with new ones,

LIST OF ADVERTISED LETTERS.

Lt of letiors gemminiog  on. hand dn. the
sScvanton postottice,  Lackawanps  wounty, Pa,
Jar A, ML, Personis calling theso, Jattais
will plodse say wilvertised and give date oF list

Beva W, Wipgle,  postiist s

l. B, & 'y

MeClotland, Junies
JohnMeare, Mrs, Mury
Manueey, B, A,
Miller, Mms, Lupy V.
Morles, M, 1. P,
Micholis; ¥. "Il
Multooney, Mis Belindd
Marlin, Fujean
Moore, Churles W
Multhoon,  Mew, At
Martin,  Mbs Muuey
Mabon, P. ).
Powell, Mis Elizabuih
Poindexter, W, W,
Wobbineg, Blagoh
Roat, M, J. 1.
Ridgeway, M, E.
Hanbloberg, Alberd
sty doseph's Problory,
Smith, Miss Mary A,

Ihepry, Mar
st Hortow s
Behopppy, Mis *
Suwgant, Eliae
Hwegan, Mrs.
Suthan, Mis Lisie

MEbgonsan, M
Austin Shoe o
Avisteong, M Muan
Bates, Leonund W,
Browning & bros
Hrown, Charles
Bouldry, Fred
Hanton, M, 1.V,
Buike, Miss Viols M
Brown, Mrs. Hinney
Bowers, Mm, J. \§
HBrady, Hugh
Boyd, H. ;
Cllomons, W, W
Carrell, Miss Mary
Counell, Mis= Kale
Cannon, Mis . W,
Conron, I .
Cogbin, €, R
Uhiubb, Mes, K, H
Corpingan, B
Ihaviea, Miss Helen M
Dilaing, Mis Anng
Docker, Miv. Oths M,
Detlets, Mis.  Edwand
s ke, Slmonw,  Altvad
Kast, Mis lda  Witker,Sohooeka; Mes
Fapl Lewou stivel, " } i
England, Seward I salvin
Englisli, susie LTS
Ferguaos, Mra Ellen mununeryille, Fioiuds
Franhliv, Misa MargerieSeans, M. B,
Uough, My Thomweot), Mis, Lenore
Ginty, Thempeen, Mea, E. ¥
Vorbert, Slephen B
Tuleavite, Maw
Vanoy, M, Jeanie
Valf, Friediwan
Willlamms, Mrs. T
Williard, Mrs, Agues
Whaiton, Thuolhy H.
Zyebr, Nlcholas
Siworth, Plil
Breukstons, Ester
Davis, Jdames P
Garit, Yu
Gillaid, Mise Mary
Lawbart. Mise Ha
Rocle, I J

n

allie

Goldamit

Huses, € L.

Huthuway, Mis Grace L.
Hill, Mya. Lany
Huttile, Mis. Enuna
Hartlngton, ¥,
Humae, Davld
Joues, Fred .
dondan, Jdoba ¥
Juncs, Mis Madge
Krob, Mis Elizabeih
Bilgrew, Min ) 4,
Llayd, Tl
Liak, N.

3 Walymeki, “’whl:h. k.
Llosd; Mis Alive o r




