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The New Court Bill,

HEE TASBAGE by ths
of the Lill creating o
Puited Btates Judiclal dis-
Lriet known as the
Midele distelet of Pennsylvania and to
hold court sittings in Havrisburg, Will-
Imsport and Seranton, will he welcome
news to the thousands of livigants In
the thivty«two couantles comprehended
within ftg Hmhs, who have for years
ruffered inconvenience because of the
Hetenees separating them Mom  the
nliices where the present court hus
held its geattered =ittings, I prompt
ratification by the renate will be ex-

reeted as o matter of falrnegs.
In furtherance of this measurs
resentative  Connell
Ffutigable and untiving. Persons not
familiar with the ing and outg of cons-
gressional procedure can form n very
bmperfect ea of the dificulties P
avercoms  In =ecuring the favorabls
recorded Soturday in the housse,
First the bill has to he reported from
n committer where one hostile Influs
sfee I8 usually suficlent to effect a
Then to call it up from [ts
the calepdar requires unanis
s consent and thig can only be had
ny the preliminary mollifieation of all
apiposition At the beginning of his
Heht for the new vourt hitl, M, Cone
nell  encountered  almost  insuperable
abgtraction, 'There were few members
whiee bedioved he conld ever succead,
Lhut the ald of friends hoth within
il without the Pennsylvania delegi-
T, he has  persevered antil
lins reglntepsd  In
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Those Army Promotions.
HEEE OF the nt o army
nainations have been held
itpe in the senate=thoges of
Waond, rant and Hell for
brigadicr generalships, The objection
to Wood i= that he has been jumped
ton far and too fust for a man who
Nl w rull military edueation,
confivmation would lift him over
hewds of 7 colonels. 93 lieutenant
calonele, 271 ma)ors and £l captains, or
WL oof his technieally superior officers
in wll, und very naturally these mon
and  thelr frlends object, 1t Is con-
voded that Wood, under clircumstances
af extraovidingry diMeanlty, hus shown
kit which fit him for the very
highest posts, but 1o the regular he
contract surgeon and there-
fore 1o be viewed sitl, professional
Asdain
Much
in the

”~
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Hovey

His
the

fs only a

the sanie objection Ik raised

promotion of J. Franklin Bell,

Oy A year ago s otirst ey~

tenant, o make him o twigadier gon-

val would Invelve fjumping

el naw in
M

whom
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him
line: ahiead
doubtless toele

more alllvers
af him, vikvh of
that  favoritism Ix
st Bell bs o Waest
My Beltiant wdbitney
objection 19 his elovation an
pronounced than in
ither W Gran!

1 with regand 1o
oftiver may e shown
Mr, William 1,
Chivago 1
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Pointor; he has
n oo 1]
nnd th
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[roan Cur-
cord: “1The
that his

sentimaoental

T in th
elalm
entively
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fppatienis il
pp@dntment s
e the resnlt ol Importunitics
t Bis moather. They that Grant
hak peyver distinguished himselt in the
iy, that he I8 slimply & common-
pnee suldler, with Jesg ability than
hreedourthe of the officers now hold-
commissions! that he never d'da
duty with his regiment when
Hewtenant, but alwiays had
Lillet the stuff of General
shorldan ue n Arst Heutenant untll he
vesigned 1o go Into business. He waa
recognized by receiving an important
Bplomatie sgpointgent as ministey to
Austria during Harvison wdminis-
vution nnd a commission a@ brigadier
general of volunteers during the Moe-
Kinley adminlgtration, sand while the
Democrats were In power he held
clvil oifices in the cléy of New York.
Therefore they argue that the obliga-
tlons to hie futher's momory have bheen
fully pald without placing him in
command of men who have grooler
ability, who have served falthfully
in the army during all the yoars
thut he hoas been in civil life, and have
surned the promotion which is glven
to him without any wmerit of his own,
bt slmply to gratity  his  mother
Thay clalm that there are hundreds

e
vl v
hee Wae n

n solt wun

| und
over '

of mothers whose sons have naver re«
onlved recognition froms the govern-
ment and are better qualified for the
duties of o brigadler gencral  than
Grant.” F

There In more trath than poetry In
thig, The son-of-hig-father business
can bs overdone. But In the other
cawres, I econsplonous merit In yvoung
men I8 to be robbed of recognition,
what i® the use of displaving it*

= >

The "powers that ba™ at Harrisburg
have declded to repeal the libe! act
of 1507 and clnim to have the votes to
do 11, The matter is not materinl, No
reputable newspaper, however the jlaw
reads, will shrink from telllng the
trith when prompted by publle duty
orf submit te attack from speculntive
nurees of unsuhstantinl Ntigntion.
- - -
The Programme in Congress.
2 NDER
there
sian

certain contingencles
will be an extrn ses-
of congrese, but thoss

contingencles are not lkely
to arise, Hhould the present congress
adjourn without passing the routine
appropriantion bills, or should It shirk
Ite shure of the rexponsibilities grows
Ing oul of the sltuation In Cuba and
the Philippines, an extran session may
be considered Inevitable, Buat should
the present congress prove amenable
to the counsel of ita recognizged lead-
w#re, whoee programme 18 aleeady for-
muinted, there will be w0 neod of an
extrn gousion

With regard to the Phllippines the
Iwogramme Is to attach to the army
appropriation bill the following amend-
menl, drafted by Bepntor Spooner:
"That all mititary, elvil and Judicial
powers necassary to govern the Phil-
Inpine Islands shall, until otherwlse
provided by congress, he vested in
such person und persons, and shull bhe
exercised in such manner as the presl-
dent of the United Btates shall direct,
for the establishment of civil govern-
ment and for maintaining and protect-
ing the inhabitanty of sald islands in
the free enjoyment aof thelr lberty,
propecty and religlon: provided, that
nll franchises granted wnder the aune
thorlty hereof shall contaln & reser-
vidtion of the plght to altey, amend op
repeal the same"  With (5
uba  an amendment, L My
Npooner, Is proposcd, In substance os
followg: “That the uermy of the United
Htates shall not be withdrawn from
Cuba D the Cuban constitutionul von-
vention shall have
that part of
tion which
relintions to
the Tnilted
Inted,™

The flrst o
self-oxplanatory
tuling civil government
the Phillppines under divect
from congress s hud,  Congress
cannot at this sessjion formuplate a de-
talbl  plan  of government: it hos
neither the special knowledge nop (he
time requived, The president hns boih.
Henee the task i committed provis-
lonally to hime Lade CONLE RS,
ufier due study, will assame nmd comes
plete i,

The proposition i g uln
requires some explanatbon As s wells
known, the convention of
valled to draft a constitution and des
line the island’=s status toward the
United Stutex has practically  refused
Lo perform the latier half of its duties,
The rudicals who conteol it
ol up @
Insist

regad
wlsao

sulistactorily
the cull
stipulated
oxist
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mat
the convens
that the future
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which
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government first, they
that the 'njted =hnll
forthwith recognize us independent in
purtientar: and they arve willing
that the guestion of American
tiong shall then eome up. Hm
provide no security that the
ment which they seek o sel
not, when in full swing,
shoulder upon the Unlied
leave us in the position of having
slond godrather to an Ingrate Tl
iden which prevalls at Washington s
that the time o come o o final undeps
standing I8 before, not after, Cuban
independence.  As a membier ithe
cabinet gaya to a corvespondent of the
Chicago Times-Hervald:

“Inasmuch as it is our duty o guar-
antee Cuban independence and to pro-
teet it against the workl, wiant u
stipulation that Cuba i8 to enler Into
no forelgn treaty without the consent
of the Unlted States, 17 Bive the
new  vepublic  absolute, unvestriined
control of (18 forelgn relations how
doe we know what entanglivg alliances
many be contracted? JU wonll e ok
sible for the Spanish clament to gain
control of the politics of
the  sband
o ostiblish & Bpanish i
French or Heltlsh
Inasmuch an |1 iy
to protect Caba we want n
thut shall not
vond o certaln Umit
went of the United
English, we do not

orse
Lo Giermany ol
with danger thne the
will b forecloscd by grabbing
custom=house or the whole o
of island itseld,
of our dutlcs,
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We Want
©tations
prive the Cuban
pendence, bul for
Cor our protection
“In all this there 15 nothing
sonable, nothing  inconsistont
Cuban  Independence o with  ow
pledge given by congress, The United
Htaten would not annex the Island if
it coulqa, We do not want | We
wint the people of Cuba to have In-
dependence. We ready 1o glve it
o them, Bat want the meung of
perpetunting that independence. The
Unlted States has made groat sacel-
flees for Cuba, We ask no compensa-
tion therefor. The Unlted States has
n vastly groeoter stake In the future
of Cuba than any other nation has.
All we ask Is a stipuwlated right to
protect our Interesis and to protect
the people of Cuba at the same time
We seck no control of their domestie
wflalrs, no check upon thely taviffs
Nor should we scek o serutinize too
clogely  their constitution and their
method of government, As to the de-
talls of that constitution we care noth-
Ing—that 18 thelr affalr. All we care
o know I8 that seouprity, peace
sLabitity wre establshed, and thut
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UNRTei -
with
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we
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shall
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Cubin  repiblie shall be  prosparous
and enduring.”

Congress can take (ts choles between
passing  these two resolutions, for
which thers will be ample time be-
tween this and adjournment, and an
extrn seasion, lable to keep It In Wosh-
Ington during the hot weather of May
and June. It must choose ons Alters
natlve the other, 1t will choose the
firsl oneo.

or
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One of the tax reforms urged by
Governm Odell of New York and
sharply eriticlged i» the propoxition to
put u tux of 1 per cent. on the sur-
plug of snvings banks, which has been
denounced  uk . purposed  levy on
thrirt, It is interesting to note that
the governor hag not budged from his
first position, Fe fgures (t out that if
depositors had o pay It the tax
would amount only to 51 in §70; but
he contends that It would bhs horne
wholly by the banke
Dasia

bonrd of directors of the Pltta-
cliamber of commerce have not
on record with a unanimous
but they

Thes
burg
only gone
Indorsement of the ripper bill,
algo want to Impoge power upon the
governor to put the mayver whom he
shill name undey 560,000 bond and also
to remove any municipal employe for
Centraligation 18 evidently
Plttaburg
- -

If it Is the word “subsidy” in the
shipping bl which seares faint-hearted
Republicans the promoters of it might
move fop n change of nomenclature,
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Contented with a Nominal Fee.
AFEAIN  JAMES MUGHATH

pectod  with  the  Uldoaga
shiltigton
i,
tide i e was eomfined to his
whed came out 4 eripple,
apiny o &E5000,

sopptor Mason

who  is  oun
promtoffice, fell
ST AR M@0
Wahiington
bl fop
He sued
unil gol

albor-

areet ear In W

wl s mesaninly telutes a
Fivm
b Uhnnie
i owl pewl o
peiod of w2 W wus hi
s
miatrer was sertied veoentiy by
of 82,000 1o Cupraln Metivath,  He took iy
anil wont o the capitol, tound Mason, and
LT 1 wot for that accls
1 have indorsed the oheck mvovr to you,
Takie ot yontr fow and hand me the balanee,™
Seamteor Mason looked gt MoGrath and said
That leg of wours nover will get straght, will
W, captabn?®
N0t peplivd
guod, 1 guiss'
SAn] S0 |
e such A ching,
be looked up smddenly and aebed:
ot w cigar”
Mitirath had  one
Then he began o
“lut, senstor," it
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Thought His Chance Had Arrived.
MEY arg telling & good
fusd now at Ll

story In Edinboreh
expuwnise ol a eortaiy Yeo-
an unensely pepilar man, whose
Kniesa s bolbol that the making of
vhion he went into thie
i landon nows
warrissning  Fdin.
ibmenice of the Gordon High
LU L apriviie,  and the
otlier W ogirkhior of  Lirads
anmong the of etripling rushed Into the
edlalilishiment of Lhe allsor

S0l Colewel BooandS
hicarsd the news! You ani
wrevice fmmedintely !

The colonel  slartes 0 . ol
hravenst'™ )

maney oflicer,
Hhe Woeok
0 grost genecal wus
husinoss of Keeping

paper The militia
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The Best Man,
A GUUD story was told st an election moeling
the other pight. An Irishinan ottabned por
mislon from his etaplever o atiend o wedding
Me wturned up the nest day with his arm lu o
sling and o black eve
“Hello, what Is the
ployer
Wall,
e VOTY IRMTN 5

matter™" guld hin em

you se'' sad e

dienda;

vorlding guest
il 1 Ew

strntting aboud with a wwallow-talled eont and
A white walsteoat.  “And who might yon be¥
wId LY I'm the Best man,' ser he, and begorra
he was, 100"~ Roattleh Atnerdean,

“Look Lake Smallpoox.”

A SWEDE arrlest 4t the Unlon depot  the
other morning aml started throwah the gele
0 go uptown, vhen he was dghted By some
of the uttachin whowt the sintbon, who lumped
At the conclusion that he had & well-developed
cuse of emallopor, He was given & wide herih,
until one more Lrave then the test detuanded to
know by what right the Peat House was boing
cheated oul of a pationt.

“Aye goess you bane miastatom ' explained the
Bwede,  “Aywm bame up in Minnesots snd Ape
trled te meli o aunpeider Mo fai=
Late foo clode Wi Lkt whal make als
look like smalipoos

The station forve Dieathold easier -
ks 1'rose

Grand Rap-

Wanty Another Initial.

HAYE lived one lone Hie of mised
dey," sadd Mes Elibu Root, wile of the
secretary of war, the other duy, “and now | s
an mdvocato of middle pames,  Everybody should
bave & middle nume, "

Mra, Ront's troubles have arisen
taht her hesband's name is Fiila Rook sl e
chilblren's namen are Blihu, Vdiih and Bdward
All |,||_r||l|rr Is marked 1. R and M, Root's
many  diletnmas imagitied, —Niw
Yeork Warld,

Year'shfommerte
on Great Lakes

“

from the faot

van ity be

Warhington, Feb. |
HE COMMERCE of the CGreat Lakes in the
I nuvigation seasan of 1000 haa exceeded tliat
ol any preceding year. The report of the
treasury buresn of statlsties covering the
buainiens of the principsl ports, combined with
the reports of the ofeers o chwrge of the
Sault Ste, Marie canal for the year ending Dee.
- VRN, and  comparing  (heses fiures with
thime o preceding years, filly fistifles this as-
sertion,  The work of the brean of statistics
during the season of 1000 was the frat attonmpt
to classity  and study the movements in the
grest artloles from . port o parl upen e Great
Likes, and while ft was pot found practieahle
in this experimental iclude  in this
work some of the minor povts; or to shiain
duti dn all casew for the opening wonth of Hhe
poason, the figores may be accopted an presenting
4 falrly pecurate view of the port 1o port com-
merce of the artlcles and  classes of  articles
which form the bulk of the trafe an this great
tnternal watervay, L
i)

Nocotding to tle Agures secuned by thie barcan
of statietiow, there were received by vessels af
the thirtyweven principul ports on the Gircat
Lakes between April 1, 1), and losa of
the year. & total of 1960504 tons of  llour,
B2 bushiels of wheat, 70,905,801 lnshels of
COrt, 00,767 baahiels of aate, 10,584,300 In In
of barley amd 1,840,802 B Thes
ligures  relute purely o Ve i
tweott Unlted States paoiis. awd do not, thares
fore, (nchade the slilpmonts to or from  ports
on the Canudian side of canals or thraugh
the Welland capal. The great bolk of the grair
trathe  originated at  Chiv aoed Pwduih
had Buffalo as ita poalut natlen, S0 |
oh can be fideed from the e e b
the tigures tepresentative of sl e
eeiple, respeotively, after o lovwanie
the grvain in stofage on oth ol 1
Deginpinig and closie 4f  the sonson, sod  thelr
shilpeiomts frem aroull portd pot Ineladed In e
sason's  compilation, the movement of grain
vin the Canadian tor pontes odbd not reach
thwe prropovtions which had been predicted for it

e

e Lo
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e
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vhing b

The reeelpt ol wutor bl peoris
cinbirneed in the cotpilation  reachied
o totul of 10,28 0587 tons, and this moy e we
Coptasd per vemt. of e entire miov
ment of won ore Lol by il and water.  All
the pripeipal ore eieclving and shipping ports
are covered by the burean's statement. OF The
16,200,007 tons hapdled, 15.508,651 tons aro shown
to have boen shipped irom the «<ix ports of Two
Hatbors, Duluth, Fscanaha, Ashland, Marquerte
aml Wesl  Superior, awl  10EL0E bous
reselved e slx porie of Ashy

., U ut,  South (e
a romarkable exémplifeation of the extent
to which the leon ore tvaffle s concenteated

— =
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amrean's
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Wil
tabiply,  Meve
agey,  Buifale  and
Erle

wich A
rrpotted

Many diflovent
provisions, dry goods and handware, wre
wnder the general head of melissifted  frelaht
This novement al the principal tuke ports during
the past year reached the aggrogate of $4T1,180
oms Ao this ttaMe the oty of Chicago led,
with 52,221 ton The vecdipla ut other ports
weres  Buffalo, lonsg  Cleveland, ¢
tons; Detroft, 23,482 tone: and Miteankee,

124 tons,

vhassos of commmodinies,

(IR |

O
the wwhers
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PENNSYLVANIA HAILRIIM

Schedule in Effect May 27,
Trains leave BScranton, n. h E.

Station:

6.45 a. m,, week days, for Sunbury,
Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Balti«
more, Washington and for Pitts«
burg and the West.

0.38 . m., week days, for Hazleton,
Pottsville, Reading, Norristown,
and Philadelphia; and for Bun-
bury, Knrrisgurg. Philadelphia,
B ltimore, Washington and
burg and the West.

2.18 p. m, week days (Sundays,
1.58 p. m.) for Bunbury, Harrls«
burg, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Washington and Pittsburg and
the West. For Hazleton, Potts-
ville, Reading, &c., week days.

4.27 p. m., week days, for Bunbury,
Epwlatnn. Pottsville, Harrisburg,
Philadelphia and Pittsburg.
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J. B. HUTCHINSON, Gen. Mur,

Lehigh Valley Railrond,
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