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THE PLATFORM ON WHICH THE
PARTY WILL MARCH TO VICTORY

HE REPUBLICANS of the United States,
through their chosen representatives, met in
national convention, looking back upon an un-
surpassed record of achievement and looking
forward into a great field of duty and appor-

tunity, and appealing to the judgment of their countrymen,
make these declarations:

The expectation in which the American people, turn-
ing from the Democratic party, entrusted power four years
ago to a Republican chief magistrate and a Republican
satisfied.

congress, has been met and When the people

then assembled at the polls, after a term of Demoeratic
legislation and administration, business was dead, industry
paralyzed and the national credit disastrously impaired,
The country's capital was hidden away and its labor dis-
tressed and unemploved,  The had no other
plan with which to improve the ruinous conditions which

Democrats

they had themsclves produced than to com silver at the
ratio of 16 to 1. “The

plan as sure to produce conditions even worse than those

Kepublican party, denouncing this

from which relief was sought, promised to restore pros-
perity by means of two legislative measures—a protective
tariff and a law making gold the standard of value.

The people, by great majorities, issucd to the Republi-
can party a commission to enact these laws. This com-
mission has heen exceuted, and the Republican promise is
redeemed.  Prosperity, more general and more abundant
than we have ever known, has followed those enactments,
There is no longer controversy as to the value of any gov-
ernment obligation.  Every American dollar is a gold dol-
lar or its assured equivalent, and American credit stands
higher than that of any other nation. Capital is fully em-
ployved and labor everywhere is profitably oceupied.

No single fact can more strikingly tell the story of
what Republican government means to the country than
this—that while during the whole period of 107 years, from
1790 to INSOT, there was an excess of exports over imports
of only $A83,02849T, there has been in the short three years
of the present Republican administration an excess of ex-
ports over imports in the enormous stim of §1,483,537.004,
And while the American people, sustained hy this Repub-
lican these
triumphs in their business and commerce, they have con-

legislation, have been achieving splendid
ducted and in victory concluded a war for liberty and
human rights. No thought of national aggrandizement
tarnished the high purpose with which American standards
were unfurled.  Its armies in the ficld and the quick and
signal trivmphs of its forces on land and sca bore equal

tributte to the courage of Amertcan soldiers and sailors and

to the skill and foresight of Republican statesmanship, To
ten millions of the human race thiere was given “a new

birth of freedom,” and to the American people a new and
noble responsibility.,

We endorse the administration of William MeRKimnley,
Its acts have been established in wisdom and in patriotism,
and at home and abroad it has distinctly elevated and ex-
the the Walkng

untried paths and facing unforescen responsibilities, Presi-

tended mtluence of American nation,
dent MceKinley has been in every situation the true Ameri-
can patriot and the upright statesman, clear in vision,
strong i Judgment, firm in action, always inspirig and
deserving the confidence of his countrymen.

In asking the American people to indorse this Repub-
lican record and to renew their commission o the Repub-
lican party, we remind them of the fact that the menace to

their prosperity has always resided in Democratic principles
and no less in the gencral incapacity of the Democratic
party to conduct affairs. The prime essential of business
prosperity is public confidence in the good sense of the
government and in its ability to deal intelligently with each
new problem of administration and legislation, That con-
It is hope-
lessly inadequate and the country’s prosperity, when Dem-

fidence the Democratic party has never earned.

ocratic success at the polls is announced, halts and ceases
in mere anticipation of Democratic blunders and failures,

We renew our allegiance to the principle of the gold
standard and declare our confidence in the wisdom of the
legislation of the Fiity-sixth congress by which the parity
of all our money and the stability of our currency upon a
gold basis has been secured,

We recognize that interest rates are a potent factor in
proditction and business activity, and for the purpose of
equalizing and of further lowering the rates of interest, we
favor such monctary legislation as will enable the varying
needs of the season and of all sections to be promptly met
in order that trade may be evenly sustained, labor steadily
emploved and commerce enlarged.  The volume of mone)
in circulation was never so great per capita as it is today.
We declare our steadfast opposition to the free and un-
limited coinage of silver. No measure to that end conld
be considered which was without the support of the leading
commercial countrics of the world. However firmly Re-
publican legislation may seem to have secured the country
against the perils of a base and discredited currency, the
election of a Democratic president could not fail to impair
the country’s credit and to bring once more into (uestion
the intention of the American people to maintain upon the
The
Democratic party must be convineed that the American
people will never tolerate the Chicago platiorm,

We recognize the necessity and propriety of the honest

gold standard the parity of their money civenlation

co-operation of capital to meet new business conditions and
especially to extend our rapidly increasing forcign trade,
but we condemn all conspiracies and combinations intended
to restrict business and to create monopolies, to limit pro
dtetion, or to control prices, and favor such legislation as
will effectively restrain and prevent all such abuses, protect
and promote competition and secure the rights of produc-
ers, laborers and all who are engaged in industry and
commerce.

We renew our faith in the policy of protection 1o
American labor. In that policy our industries have been
established, diversified and mamtained, By protecting the
home markets competition has heen stimulated and produc-
tion cheapened. Opportunity to the inventive genins of
our people has been seeured and wages in every depart-
ment of labor maintained at high rates, higher now than
ever before and always distinguishing our working people
in their better conditions of life from those of any compet-
ing country.  Enjoving the blessings of the American com-
mon school, sccure in the right of self-government and
praotected in the oceupancy of their own markets, their
and skill
them finally to enter the markets of the world,

constantly inereasing knowledge have enabled

\‘bl‘ !-:l'u'l"l ”1\ .'I.“‘-l‘l'i:“lll Il"“i'.‘\ llf !'Ln.}ii'il("‘_]\ TR l.|i'

rected as to open our markets on favorable terms for

articles which we do not oursclves produce in return jor

free foreign markets,

In the further interest of American workmen we favor
a more effective restriction of the immigration of cheap
labor from forcign lands, the extension of opportunities of
cducation for working children, the raising of the age limit

for child labor, the protection of free labor as against con-
tract, convict labor and an effective system of labor insur-
ance.

Our present dependence upon foreign shipping for
nine-tenths of our foreign carrying is a great loss to the
industry of this country, It is also a serious danger to our
trade, for its sudden witlidrawal in the event of European
war would serionsly cripple our expanding foreign com-

merce.  The national defense and naval efficiency of this

country, morcover, supplty a compelling reason for legisla-
tion which will enable us to recover our former place among
the trade carrving fleets of the world.

The nation owes a debt of profound gratitude to the
soldiers and =ailors who have fought its battles, and it is
the government’s duty to provide for the survivors and for
the widows and orphans of those who have fallen in the
country’s wars.

The this sentiment,
should he liberal and should be liberally administered. and

pension laws  founded in just

preference shonld be given wherever practicable with re-

spect o l.'Il'|1]-HTrlf."F1l in the ?*11!1[;.\' service o soldiers and

sailors and to their widows and orphans.
We commend the poliey of

maintaining the efficiency of the civil service.

the Republican party in
The ad-
ministration has acted wisely in its efforts to secure for
public service in Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii and the [hilip-
those

by training and experience.

whose fitness has been determined
We believe that employvment
in public service in these territories should be e miined as

pine islands anly

far as practicable to their inhabitants.
[t was the plain purpose of the fifteenth amendment
to the

l}].

constitntion to prevent diserimimations on account
De-

vices of stite governments, whether by statutory or con-

race or color in regnlating the clective franchise.
stittitional enactment, to avoid the purpose of this amend-
ment, are revolutionary and should be congdemned.,

Public movements looking to a permanent improve-
ment of the roads and highways of the country meet with
our cordial approval and we recommend this subject to the
carnest consideration of the people and of the legislatures
of the several states,

We favor the extension of the rural free delivery ser-
vice wherever its extension may bhe ratified.

In further pursuance of the constant policy of the
Republican party to provide free homes on the public do-
main, we recommend adequate national legislation to re-
claim the arid lands of the United States, reserving control
of the distribution of water for irrigation to the respective
states and territories,

We favor home rule for, and the ea
statchood, of the territories of New Mexico, Arizona and

admisddon to

COiklahoma,

The Dingley act, amended to provide sufficient revenue
for the conduet of the war, has o well performed its work
that it has been possible to reduce the war debt in the

sum of S0,000,000.  So ample are the government’s rev-

entes and so great is the public confidence in the integrity
of its obligations that 4

L
ts newly-funded 2 per cent. bonds

“TL‘ ¢ .

pecting, and it will be the policy

sell at a

I‘“-""I'”:”v L 15 1OW _i'.'—1'.l‘t\t] n ex-
of the Republican party
to bring about, a reduction of the war taxes,

We favor the hip,
protection of an Isthmian canal by the government of the

United States.

construction, owners confrol and

New markets are necessary for the increasing surplus
of our farm products, Every cfort should be made to

open and obtain new markets, especially in the Orient, and

the administration is warmly to be commended for its
suceessful effort to commit all trading and colonizing na-
tions to the IIIIIir\' of the open door in China,

In the interest of our expanding commerce we rec-
ommend that congress create a department of commerce
and industries in the charge of a secretary with a seat in
the cabinet. The United States consular system should
be re-organized under the supervision of this new depart-
ment upon such a basis of appointment and tenure as will
render it still more serviceable to the nation's increasing
trade,

I'ie American government must protect the person
and property of every citizen wherever they are wrong-
fully violated or placed in peril.

We congratulate the women of America upon theie
splendid record of public service in the volunteer aid asso-
and as nurses in camp and hospital during the
recent campaigns of our armies in the eastern and western
Indies, and we appreciate their faithul co-operation in all
works of education and industry.

President Mclsinley has conducted, the foreign affairs
of the United States with distinct credit to the American
people.  In releasing us from the vexatious conditions of a
Furopean alliance for the government of Samoa his course

clation

is especially to be commended. Dy securing to our un-
divided control the most important island of the Samoan
group and the best harbor in the Southern Pacific every
American interest has been safeguarded.

We commend the part taken by our government in
the peace conference at The Hague, We assert our stead-
fast adherence to the policy announced in the Monroe doc-

trine. The provisions of The Hague convention were
wisely guarded when Iresident MceKinley tendered his
friendly offices in the interest of peace between Great

Britain and the South African republics. While the Ameri-
can government must continue the policy, prescribed by
Washington, affirmed by every succeeding president and
imposed upon us by The Hague treaty, of non-intervention
in European controversies, the American people earnestly
hope that a way may soon be found, honorable alike to
both contending parties, to terminate the strife between
them, f

In accepting by the treaty of Paris the just responsi-
bility of our vici ries in the Spanish war, the president
and the senate wor the undoubted approval of the Ameri-
can people.  No other course was possible than to destroy
Spain’s sovereignty throughout the Western Indies and
in the Philippines. That course created our responsibility,
before the world and toward the unorganized population
whom our intervention had freed from Spain, to provide
for the maintenance of law and for the establishment of
cood government and for the performance of international
;-1‘1!-_-:11&-11-. Our authority could not be less than our
re ~|ulnn_-i1=i1il_a- and wherever sovercignty rights were r.:x-
tended it became the high duty of the government to main-
tain its avthority to put down armed insurrection and to
confer the Hlessings of liberty and civilization upon all the
rescued peoples.  The largest measure of self-government
consistent with their welfare and our duties shall be se-
cured to them by law.

Cuban independence and sclf-government were as-
sured in the same voice by which war was declared, and
to the letter this pledge shall be performed.

The Republican party upon its history and upon this
declaration of its principles and policies confidently invokes
the considerate and approving judgment of the American
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HUW THE SPANISH ers, monny _"_'“'|"l'!'-‘ transporiation, “Aceording to the law, some classes | tax on commerce, he sald that former- | his father or grandfather looked for- l best of ocean steamships was an {1+ | Nighted and generally =0 uncomfortabla
. v r.ll.ln']i-‘-‘ of 'Iﬂl-lll:\'.ld Ir.t]nk:i. luli:r I.l}-lﬂ of business nnd occupations are agrems- | 1y he pald $8500 o year to the stite ae | ward in terror to the necessity of a | smelling and uncomfortable place. The | that only the necessity of illness kept
. und other companies; e d, s | i w OMe BMe hi g . " o o b dRan 2 ! % g % + DASSONEE ' Hue
...-:nm-. “”.‘. ;f| tl ,L‘. l.u l1||:’ 1II|- inble and some are not, A partlenlar | an _1111;- rier f first class, and | trans-Atlantie trip. In those days the | berths, rough wooden cots, were un- the passenger in them, Such a thing
i B e « Fagar, rum, machin- | class is onlled o gremio, The lawyers, | $1L.050  to  the municipality, making as a smoking room was unknown, and
e ‘["'-" '!‘"“';'."*””‘- "t‘:"""j"*“"» ""'i ete. the | for example, would form one (class), | $1.750 o year. He then pluced himself = = = = | the passengers indulged their fondness
ouruh, de professions amd  ocoupis | the doctors another, the mechanies an- | in the sccond class and paid $421 to the - {for tobacco sitting in the companione
EVERYBODY AND EVERYTHING tions, and the fifth, patents or new | other and &0 on. The custom was for | state, refusing the municlpality's de- wave, The suggestion of tiled bathe
WAS LEVIED UPON. ?-hnj.-r. _l'.u lorlies, ete., which had to pay | the stiute to announce the amount it muand for Its TV per cent g roome on shiphoard would have mads
it SDee. '1_ installation twax, Merchants | needed, end those composing the vars | 'ERY ONE . N TErT i A a sklpper of that day laugh In derisions
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with Which Many of These Taxes D PR T s N ‘ ' 2 - « of tixatio 1 I g themselYos, DoIng much me
t y Humacan, : ¢ ¥R N Adjuntas, Pay-| bers on the basis of the arifr. I: ':ll ;' * .lI“l ': ':““ e e » { those of the present day, and none of
Could Be Evaded by Bribery of | amon, oteg 52 in Ceame, Camuy, et | o X A [ 1 j."u.- d heen ralthtully admin- | them with the modern advantages of
. | 55 In Aibhonita, Parranquitas, ete,, and b AV, AASAN Ly bt Bk 10 persen and no articls or 1ed | pched frigh
the Spanish Officials Life Would |,r.| in Dovado, Santa Isabella, ete. Mer- “The terrvitorial tax was levied on | form of property could vscaped ‘r';:::"” :Il' : (;1 nat m,_r‘ e lu merally
s o [tn xh o - T ully, ani ¢ passengoers ¥ L '
Not Have Been Endurable. | chants vholegale or wholesale and re- | the income of real estote, both urban ]‘ r Sron : 'I-l u trden [ wore kept in such a state that they
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a speeial tax on the loading and uni= | TAN ON EALARIES of taxpavers., In valuing the lncome | nt r||I|. to 320 ol .- I Fle wi |‘| P ...”_-“ niences -u_l\--' |--I t=ergguly |k -
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! 2 J imonlesa, ote,, paid per cent of . 2 | a patente or tax fo riviloge: vet the vate bath-rooms nil all the comforts
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gtituted by far i'n-- ;III'-'\""- ftem ol | o cont. of the amount of thely con- || “*‘]-‘ T-"ﬁ---. at $12, and 88 was al- | 0ol o this e . ' i aoma o 1r lII..1\‘| Has to ustome
the ‘recaipts of the Insular treasury. | e banks 10 wpei cont. of thely | Jowes I expenses. On urban props " Ehita i st b i b ) -
“There was i system of direct taxie- | profit f:n»l exporters, pe- | VW & per cent, discount was allowed; [~1 I_,' I'I\_\ -.| '_ll Il' t hus ,T‘ g ’ 'I Kot In the dining-voom perhaps ‘t-ho
tlon, resung on 1 basis of Income | colvinge nnd rermittin ke s g on pasture lnnds, 10 per cont e i change is the most markad of ull. The
2 ) st » "'I" Iving 1 remitting, buying and sell- = S I ] been impart 3 S and colivet- develol t of modern refrigeration
and not on valuation, The tervitorial} (0 ani; ping and conducting banking All taxes were payable quarterly. | 4 tut the fact that i1 wi y Hoaws bpiat et bl e bl h 1
tax, yielding $410,000 to the Insular| o oeaiions paid $700 In cities of the | The amount assessed for the benefit | goviiiens hod on Influence on peaple makes I 1"'":"" I"I' the tnbio Lhat in
treasury, affected urban and suburban | ;.4¢ divinion. Provinelul and municl- of the ate was 5§ per cent,, both on | 1o conceal thelr property as much as "1”"_” ,IH : e I:'.' '-‘\': i fink hr be
property: the industrial and commer- i pal officors wers not required to pay | Wrban and suburban property The | nossible ond undervalue their wnnual bt Aol Lg i do .:I‘i the: delicacies of the
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clal, yielding $£240000 to the Insular| yax on thelr saluvies. But no kind of | rate for the municipality varied ac-|jpecome. Artleles of commoen use, such . ‘ \ r;' = ;I _'_im? x4 1y yeryshing
treasury, included all kinds of manu- i business sgeems to have oscaped the | €Prding to its needs, but was generally | gu rlce, flour, corn, eharcoul, wines ¥ 19 bp DR, GRS Gyed)s mun'.‘-ln.njf
foctures and Industries. all branches sharp eve of the state experts. Publie| ! o % per cont. The complaint was | sie. not only pabd heavy Import dutles palnin > ana templing 10 the-Agpetive
t ) i of ¢ fare I8 no loy the scourge of
of the marcuntile and banking business | paths, vuils and concerts, periodicals, | 9uite general that those who had much | byt were subjs togother with fresh i sl e 4 podie "“L\ i
5 . r o - ’ 1 i 1 tha M MARNON ) fe ;
and all occupations, including daily papers, laundries, fus | Property, and onght to have pald rge | beef, milk and sugar, produced on the A :“!. " 1.!. 4 hl e II'_ ”rl ]1 n:-
TAX ON COMMERCE AND INDUS neral agencles, gymnasiums, lvery | #WME& escaped with small payments, island to o consimo tax at the gates of »I ,'-h.'l.; ..\ . I.l II.‘ f I..I'I. 2 m
AN ON COMMERCE ? ? B > chent ! 0 wovided as an aceo
TRY _E stnbles. nll kinds of industries, even BERIBERY OF OFFICIALS, the municipalities. For example, flour, ..1~,.I.v‘1-| vH \m I.’ : by o :‘ ; : a
; the manulfacture of artificial feet, were “Methods of evision not unknown | Which had paid o duty of 400 kilos at : ’I“l-l Vi ~l~l » .l ‘”.:;I"- ;»-{;1 travel s
“The Industrinl and commercial tax; tnxed. Blackamiths pald, according to | n other countries seem (o have been | the cu=tom houss puld av the oity p ”.I‘i. 1 “IIII at l‘l-- t-l-r-l‘l-l.iln\-' il‘l’i*i ”1‘0
was divided according to the popula- | the town In which their busincss was | practioed in Porto Rico, including | ¥0tes $2.00 consumen tax, or o total of lant stemshins swhich it has developed
tion of citles and towns, classified ac- | conducted, from 12 to 8 pesos; archi- | bribery of officials. A German pesldent $0.1 which wis the rate of 31 a :-n‘lI - 11-“ II;--‘| xlll; 1. IIEI. A 1.|. u;.l-'
cording to the character of business | teots, from 30 to 6; dentists and phar- | of an interios distriet told the com-|undredwelght| rice, the common artl . “.. 1“'h en sy III"lr L ‘n .;I 1;12
ite g | COm- d - avlerr O ey ¢ different 0 F
ard graded according to the amount | macists, the same; physiclans and sur- | missioner how he got his annual tax | ©'® ©f diet, pild $2.70 import duty and ¢ :r i '.|.! -.:: I;
. 5 0y . o 8 o ol iy pe, o sallo
of buiiness. Thete were six divisions | geons. 4% to 12: nurses and midwives, | raduced by bribery, learning the trick | ¥ consumo tax; fresh boef paid a con- s the - ‘ "ihe
=3 oo ¥ bribery, learning the trik sl 5 & hundred kit . o no longer the supreme factor in the
on the basla of population. San Juan, | 18 to 5; vetef¥fnarians, 16 to §; barbars, from older presidents. It I8 charged sumo tax of 3 a hundred kilos, or 220 1 " - nt of . ste hl
Ponece nnd Mayaguez constituted the |8 to 2; lawyers, registers of property | that Spanlards were favored by the pounds. This was I." addition to the :H- ;.-I”-‘t‘ nt\-hlf :‘ 11: lh .n“ ’i\r:-m hp.
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