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ARMY ABSOLUTELY

WITHOUT A HEAD|

QUEER PLIGHT OF THE CHINESE
EMPIRE,

More Than a Million Soldiers With- |

out n Central Commander—Individ-
ually They Are Brave Men, but in
Organization and Bquipment They
Are Bimply Grotesque—Navy Like
the Army,

Borlin Correspondonice of Loandon Times

I anm ablie to forwurd to you n trans-
lation of the most Intereeting portion
of an article on the Chinese krmy from

ihe pen of Haron von Reltzlngen, &
muajor In the German army, whe hns
been ont for some time in China res
organzing & portlon of the Chines
forees, and who holds the Chiness rank
of general. The follov.ing 18 his de-
seription of the Chinesge armsy

The pecullarity of the political goos
graphica) and economical conditlons of
China, the historical developmeoent of
the state and of the family, and othes
iured, hive given a peodllor charaeter
to the Chinese defensiy yutem, An
militnry forces are to be noticed the
Manchu troops, the provincial troops
and the go-called irregulars, which ar

enligtold in case of nesd and again dia«

missed,. No such thing exists as a
ventralizged command of thess hodjes

The Manchu troops are in gepneral the
descendants of the Manchus and aof
those Mongols and Chinese who In the
aeventesnth  century overthrew th
Ming dynasty and established the pres-
ent one upon the throne. They =still
constitnte the chief support of the Ta-
teinge dyvnoasty, nnd are divided Inta
olght “hanners,” according to thelr
elght differently colored flags Tholy
strength may be reckoned at about
dimbtht men. Originally they were kept
in Peking as o body guard, but the
viceroys the provinees, in ordor 1o

wonken the

central authority, manage 1

Ly ek upr this forde under the jre-
text that they wished the imperial
power to have repregentatives In the
provinces, According to other actounts
the detichm vere gent them froin
the beginning in order to enable them
tn keep control of the conquered ter-
ritories, These troops are quartered in
puarts of the town specinlly walled In,
the  so- alled Tartar quarters The

obligation to military service ig heres
ditary among them, and originally, in
addition to concessions of land, they
received high pay and portlone of rice
from the court Even now every Muan-
chu receives u silary from the emper-

ar. but It Is =0 small that it does not
suffice for hix own maintenance, much
lesw that of his family. However, the
military duties are not fulfilled very
conscientionsly, and the soldiers hawve
plenty of time 1o devote to other ooe-
cupitinns Marriages between Mpn-
chus aml hinese ure strictly forbid-
den, but | have none the less seen a
conslderable number of small-footed
women in the Thvtar quarter ot Huan-
king, and atanchy omen, as |18 well
known, are not allowed to ceripple
themseives by arvtifleially lossening the
sige of thelr Toot Every son of a
Manchu and Manchurin Is entereid by
name i oa voll kept by the governs-
ment and = entitled o a salary from
the imperinl trensury. Although  1hs
Manchu troops have degenerated cons
siderably through the ldlences of their
live, they have, nevertheless, sven In
gquist rvecent times, given proofs ef
their devotion (o the throne and of
hevole courig In the stroets of the
Tartur guarter the angular Hight-
brown fices of the well built men, and
the curious headgear and long  red
tronisers of the women, form an agrees
able contrast to the Chinese custom
The Tartar general Is the commander
of the few thousand Manchues who
are stutioned in eacll provine Ha
holds whl the govemor & privileged
position In the provincee, These Man-
chu garcisons are of very lrtle ux

they rather tend to Increasge the dis-
of the Chinege by reminding
them that they are a subject race, ITn
considering the development
of the imporial the Manchu
troops may be neglected

content

external
l| wer

PROVINCIAL TROOPS,
The provineial troops, with their
green banners, are rvecrulted entirely
from the Chinese population, They are
under the eontral of the viceroves and
EFovernors and are enlisted voluntarily,
They constitute the garvisons of the
most important towns and are ine
trusted with watch, police and inspee-
tion duties. They number about 400,-
000 o 00,000 men. A =inall number of
these troops stond in a close relation
Lthe

1o gavernor and aclt as his hods
guard The only corntrol the central
government has over the provineiol
troops 5 that it g«ttles the amount of

the annual estimates and apponts the

superior otficers

Judged by our conceptions the Chj-
Nnese troops are, to all intents and pur
poses, guite untrained, bandly armed
nni thus nseless, Moreover they loek
a contralized command. The so-cqlled
“hruves" st 1o be vounted as
among the hesl They are hetter
armed and provided for. Bome of themn
have been through a4 courses of Fuara-
pean drill, and thely officers bien
tradned In military somonts The duly
of arranging for the commiseartnt and
armament of the troops s intrustoed
to the 1eral n th snperinten- |
demta of the cnmps Thiese mbintoln,
as a rale, only a small proportlon of
the vegulation strength, a frcud which
I= cannived at by the superior offielnls,
who divide the profit with them, Oe. |
caslonally a camp I8 temporarily o
even permansntly broken wp but it
still appearg In the acoounts T hi
wages which are pafd are generally
InsuMcient, and the soldiers endesvor
to fupplement their means by privats
work and hy rohbery Chinese offivers
regard the post of superintendent of
8 camp as n wspocylation Cheating is
umversal The Weanterment and
tralning of the soldjers nre different in
BVery provinos In one provinee the
mwen are cxarclsed  with  antlgoated
lancees, halberds and ypdkex. In nother

with Martini rin and In ancther with

German model 88, n one venr Krupp
guns ave brought ovt, remuin lving
about somewhere and In a short time

Are In #uch a stute that it fs Impossibls
to ugs them. The officers are seertly
Flad of the opportunity (o byy pew
weapons, and make a small profit on
the transaction. The oM like alt
other oMelnlg in China, have to make
thelr living by embersloment They
obtaln thelr positions by the faver of
high ofMcinls and Meappear with the
tall of their putrons without recelving
elither o pension or further employ-
mont. The corruption 1§ Increased by
the fact that rank and oMeial posts

Oy

are abluined by purchase, and thar
punighments, even for serlous orimes
can be hought off AN I8 nutural in
such clrcumetances, Ydisobodipnee |Is
rife in the oMclal world. "The #ttemints
At  re-orgunizaticn  after Kuropean

models which have been made hy somn
govornors hiave made no progreas, Tha
body of troops formed ot Wusung has
fallen back Into Chinese hands,

NAVY ALMOBT A8 BAD,
[ 4

What has beon sald of the militars
forces applies to & cortaln degree (o the

navy, although the officers are hore
better trained, and In soma Instances
honorably anxious to do good work.

The purchase of modern ships of war
and torpedo boats In being carried on
us rapidly ng means will allow: bt
there s a lack of oMcers capable of
commanding all these ships and main-
taining an undivided control over them,
It mugt be added that nelther the land
nor the sea forces are sufficlently sup-

ported. There I8 a luck of vonds, raifls
ways and modern fortificntions,. The
gu-cilled fortressen dre mostly bulit

with sloping walls of clay scarcely i
fool thick at the top, Fortg bullt acs
cording to European natlons are only
to be met with at a foew places on the

const. Of those fn the north, the fort.
resxes which, In canjunction with the
fleet, were designed to defentd the on-

trienee into the Gulf of Posehl-ll have
paEsed lnto the pogsesslon of the Eurp-

opan powers, Port Arthur and To-llen-

wiun, and of Chi<fuan, the northeyst
point of 1th Bhan-tung peninsuln,
There remain to be meationed the forts
whicth protect the coasts of the Gult
of Leéao<tong and of the Gulf of Pe-
chi=lh OFf these, In-hw, on the Lanho
river, has to protect Mukden The
mast important link in the chaln of

fortificntlons dof
Peking is Taku

ending the approach to
at the mouth of the
Pelho river. 1t s Intended to o t
the 1y of the river, and thore s n
Hne of forte extending from Tiku to
Tien-T#in and the camp @ th

north-

vrn army, Of the fortifications of the
Yang-tse river, the fort at Wusing
has éently fallen into gemplete do-
t¥. The Nan-ghl-tang and the mod-
vrn Sgetzelln battery st remnin, At
Kint-yong, too, there are & fow modern
batterics oxisting side Ly side with the
inciont ones, and the same s trie of
Taln-Kinng, Further up the rlver the
biktteries 4t Nanking are the uttly for-
tificationg of any mportanc:

To the morve important fortresses of
the southern coasts of Ching belong the

fortificitions of Trin-Hal, which guard

the entrance to Hang-Chuy, and thosa
Of Fu<Clhun at the mouth of the River
Min, which consist of flve forts built
by French engineers.  Further south
We find the fortresses of Amoy and
Swateau, and, opposite Hong Kong, the
Rroup of forts at Canton. Thoese last
conslst of three zones Intended, In con-
nection with mines and torpedoes, to
protect Canton from attuck. Tt wonld
not be worth while to consider more
fully the importance of these various
fortificntions, The high clay walls of
the majority of the forts, the sentry
housen, the flag poles apd the high
rates offer magnificent marks &or ar-

tillery, The protected shootlng places

are quite antiguated, The size of i
tourt-yards, with the clay huts which
they contaln, facliitates the destries
tion of the forts, Only o few batteries
coarrespond to modern conceptions, Buat-
teries, 1oo, wre 1o be found whilch nre
COTT s of twenty or more guns «if-

Ving entirely from one another in size
Aamd constinction. This fict alone waonld

rendor 1L impossible for
the wi battery to he
single will, and the same effect s Jirire
fuced by the placineg of o single
at the summit of epel of the
Kinu-Yong and Nanking, But the fme-
portant principle that the fire of a bai
tery should be dir from n single
center i nor understaod by the Chle
ness, with whom it Is nat the officar,
but the man In charge of the gun, whao

the action of
divecied by o

1] L

&ills

it

ted

directs the firing,

The guns, too, are In @ vory sad stats
wWhers there fre no Eurapenn instruc-
tors, In the forts on the Yang-tse fin
powder 18 even now wsel for heavy
krupp guns, while on the other hand
brown prismatle powder s ugl for
Aring salutes with Armstrongs. Tables
of charges are only 1o be found when

they have been fixed to the guns. Cov-
erings and packings nre not, as . rule
wiatertight Ammunition is
pluced in damp reoms, nr 1
nny thie balllsth
the

genvrally
nobody has

api of

iden of

Buns

tlies

CO-OPERATION NOT UNDERSTOOD

3ul even if the fortiffeations wers
in & better state, they waould be of
little use to China, for there is na
comminder who I8 cupable of unidar-
stunding what is meuant by the co.
operation of troops and fortifications.
There 18 not even an offiver who his
& vlear idea of the co-operation of
different kinds of troops on the Aeld
6f battle, and from this Judgment 1

would not even except Lleutenant Cien-

wral In-Chang, who spoiks Germun
wnd 15 at present in command of the
narthern  troops. During  the many
years 1 spent in China I only once
heard of 4 proposed combined stratoghe
| action of the troops, 1 refer (o the
rlan which I8 reported to have been
drav'n up by the counsel of war at
Peking and sanctioned by Imperial
deecree for use in case of wal with a
European power, Acco o this
plan Lin-kun-l, the vleers of Nan-
King, would be appointed as commund-
er-in=chief of the Yanet valley with
G50 men under hin The Vicepoy
Cheng-Chi-Tung, In Wut-Chang,
would be entrusted with the command
Or 45000 men Iy the centra! portlon of
Yoo gt s« Th defens of  the wWest
wld be under the control of the gos
roorg of Hu-Pof and Hu-Nan with 1s
LU n HIRNY men. reEpoctively Tha
valerwns of the Yungls waould be
prent 1 by Admirs]l Huun with 40,.-
Wi men.  General L1 of An-Hin would
be appainted to command the gouthern
et I have not been able to ascer-
tain with eertuinty whether this Pl
has uny real exlstenc In any cake
ths (hiness BROVernmomnt hus not
t its vommetnd nne-tenth uf
1 by of Holdiers whaosp
Heposition I8 thus arranged for, and
the lack of roads would render It very
Aiflewt toy use them us proposed. And
then, too, It must be considerod that
these wroops lack eversvthine they
would need to take the feld with any
chance of pycoess: e idershin, disel
, tradning, arme, a witerment and
! Heariat, all are wanting:. Even
the small corps that was bullt up with
Fuch energy and success at Wu-Sung
I8 no longer an excoption Lo the ¢l
®inee It has been removed Klau-
Yong, and deprived of Ity German In-
structors The Ching of the present

day has, In fact, no understanding for

mihitary matters, nor hag the governs
ment the money necessary for the cre-
atlon of o good army. Nons the less

the government has recently taken up
once more the ldea of reforms, which,
however, are chicfly concerned with
the extension and improvement of ths
nivy.

It s not saoldiers nor modern w sapony
of which China has the greatest nedd

What Is wanted I8 & man with the
cournge and gbllity to break with the
olld traditions, to utilige the treasures

which exist In the country, to resrean-
Ige thy ndministration. to put an enAd
to the misguvernment of the oMolale

WE HAVE CUT THE PRICES TODAY ON ALL HOLIDAY GOODS, THERE MUST NOT BE A DOL~=
LAR'S WORTH LEFT WHEN THE CURTAIN RINGS DOWN LATE SATURDAY NIGHT, NEVER HAVE GIFT=
GOODS BEEN SO LITTLE PRICED AS NOW,

h . t l h. t F .d P i
¥ There are none of us infallible. _ ‘ .
We go to the markets and look over the Christmas novelties;: we see things that we think will
sell, we bring them home and spread them out before you in all their gorgeous array.
As a rule, we are not disappointed; the gift=things find quick owners here, But not always.
And so it happens that certain lots of articles, bought for the Holiday Trade, are not marching out
of the store as quickly as we could wish. It may be the price: if so, we have remedied that for Friday.
It certainly is not the styles or qualities—for over our buyers is the generalship of experts, who seldom
make mistakes,
This week's sale, coupled with our enormous Christmas trade, will be a record-breaker.  To the
Holiday Goods are added several articles at startlingly low prices.
Come early in the day if you can.
Decorated Lamps, Iustrated Bibles, Photo Frames.
S1.25 instead of SLAY and $1,89 S1s oon | I']-l'.il_\ insteaidl of three dol- ,"' .l'l‘|.||" instead of 30 .l'l'lﬂ..‘. -
Fhis for vour choice on Friday of | [gr<. "] his for your choice of a In; quantity
nearly a hundred. Al hand '!\-\'nr'.nwl.l What more appropriate gift than a | ol |‘_l1-utu l:r;um-«. seven by nine TI.I\'IIH-
with globe or dome shades, extra large | Rible—a good one that can be handed | in size—will hold :Ew ]-‘I"_L'_l"‘*l r.';imu-_i%.
Purners aind tweaty styles and colors 10| down from generation to generation. Made with easel backs and finished with
choose from | We offer on Friday only and on ny (™#1s m fr".|11 . ‘
A day Fridayv—after 10 o'clock, other dav. fiftv Teachers' Bibles, con- A decided bargain at the price,
| . i Il dav IFridav—after 10 o'clock
Double Roasters. tamming over six hundred magnificent il- All day FFriday—after 10 o'clock,
. . unstrations of Bible scenes and localities. | =
20 cents instead of 40 cents, 1|’ '“u“i ns of I|| 1l 'a. e |':I 1 .I_n -.1I|t: Hand Sleds.
1 - on s W'rior - i wpor,
May as well have the turkey done to I Tf““|l. },‘” ;. ”. .IJ“I;|'\ y 1; IT. 1] 20 conts riday instead of 59 cents.
turn when you can buy a roaster for so | DO i W moroced, sk sewed, W Ihere's plenty of snow ahead—Dbut
fitte ' Divinity circuit, red wnder gilt edges, i‘ : 2 I. L et Sy The
: B thler st it Viade with |and complete with maps and helps, the “'I‘I iy ‘__"”E”'_”__ .“.‘fn o, ”'!'-I t:‘:
; - These are the famous illuminated edi- | itthe folks can, it they've a pretty sle
patent yvent—will hold the biggest bird . A : loale &
1. ¢ ptvatted hia vour tehe tion that have attracted universal atten- 4
that ever strntted mio vour Kichicn. tion -|'|h.-ﬁ. T (A 16 Biokt Yohou. it ],r.‘T s SHppose T].].'|‘. we HH'lT T]H‘ room
A day Frdav—alter 19 o'clock. ‘“” ) o o o - | I we dod aned that von need the sleds
’ e . five and six dollars and we do) and that yo :
Lace Curtains, ( “nlh- fifty of them Friday at the | N far exchange will be no robbery—so
SN instead of 82 the pair. special price of SLSI—mu h less than | Come tor the : b I:t:'l"."' ;” SWEEREY SCHs,
We have never offered a hetter bar- | cosr, In twor -I-l}.m the high one for :_:!l]‘\'
can i iols tore 1) is this] Al day Fridav—alter 10 o' clock made with bent knees and  pretuly
h. Veryv fine citalite eurtiains b i o aimted: the | ones for the bovs—
L L 1 LY ey o A | ! . e ]
ds lomg and 54 inches wide, complete Bovs' Suits " | g to withstand all sorts
m o ormment o any i = it knocks,
; S1LAN the suit, instead of S2.50, \ll -]..'1_‘. [“riday after 10 o'clock.
Fridav—afior 10 o'clock. Don't know of a much more " -
Al able present to give a boy than a Rocking Chairs, ‘
o uﬁ-‘;r —carils. clathes l"!'\.'l.-l"l”‘- when vou can Isttw F'wir lots for %-nul.{,_‘ -1 -!;1_‘_ ndid :_;ifT
S3.0% instead of five dollars, | the expensive kinds at our low Friday | for very httle money
This for your choice on Friday of | prices. The 8250 kind at $1.98,
seventyv-ive Clust r Scarfs in Stone | hraacted in stvle. heavy it weight and The 600 kind at S22 .
Marten, Sable and Electric Seal: :1..'-u A lin many pretty und desired patterns. Three hundred parlor roc I.rr-l in ma-
few in the much desired imitation Silver | any pretty and desired patterns hogany and oak finish, Your choice of
I.'I\ ‘ \” "‘itfl."\ I.]'\rl‘]'r =even Lo f]f[;-t-” VUUrs, -i'i|1|“(‘_ i 1kh||‘l’ or l!{tllwl-ll. rml seat=,
This is a typical fur scason—never All day Fridav—after 10 o'clock, Made with high carved backs, torned
have cluster searfs been so much in de- ' and straight spindles and broad arms.
mand; the markets are practically empts St AR An unpreceden o offering right in
—and yet we give yvou this unparalleled the midst of the Chiristinas season.
chance for Friday There’ll be three  hundred  happy
All the newest season’s shapes _]p.mn tomaorrow mght,
M day Friday—aiter 10 o'clock, All day Fridav—after 10 o'clock,
1
o erente an eMicient body of troaps with her faco swuthed in foldod | Ing’ the native () servant guestion F R
under th nirol 1 ventral aue- tllewing only the oves 1o remain remain® as din it 1o snlve a8 hivt O
thority, and o mElruet ronds and ol The hot wipds that sweopn “PThe Poer frau st it home and
tillways that troops could bée im- | ayver the ntry feom the Kalhard de- | runs  the farm (of several  thousand
moediately Jdispn wherever o Jdix- gert bl Foand burn and play havo neres), while thie men of the family !
play of military powe i IR, s with 1t " It to war. and hey | ot and arcs !
| to defend Lhe cmpire Sile (8 1ot iIgporant o one woull | quired hateed of the Foglsh g 8o in
U but shie lacks that worldly | tense thot she glor frr belng ahle to [ ]
» = | el - oSy which the En send hor sor to dogtroy them Bhis
AMONG THE AFRIKANDEERS, fivh woman ha LA I, She is In j8 extrome In her 1k sl dlsii ~ )
hy an hWiesa busfor 1 il the Englishmian hng no bitt
The Boer Women Have an Intense | (. .iu unloes ) ' 6 fos than the Boer fran
Hatred of the English. A it e met nhosl I'he I'.-. h .h:n.- i love ‘r I prines ° ~ I ] b Ollr
From the New York Trihun tinles .';l; r1lll-i 0 : ;-::l’,.'._- i |.?‘TI il I.Il;."l‘-“.;l'. '-I .Fl' I'i l-" I.l..ll -lll\ .ll,.\l: I :Ii1~ m rw ‘ls
n 5 P ¢ " pdded color Mhe 1o her checks ns sh on several occasions eRUm {0
11 o Boerd by »I]J i !\I l..”; t | #a3 l You come Iram, yepublic ik the oatward appiarance of timidity
il Iy i i A ] (R SR in the Boer, and In turn been soundly
Loulse V. Sheldon, who lived thras | VUF 0WNH, Meligbsr L 4 - 1. Tie Yale N: )
veure in Bouth Afvls They Al .11-[: “Hhe s m:-"'}'.l... e JJ S AL . I‘mliness _\ar:e‘t_‘l; of I.{:m{!les.' :[jcl lJa\_S. :‘-_'itur‘.tl
nlwave will pemain primiltive men and | that it ties - .-.1:".1-1“:1 i . 4 Ik' .I..-_a_ v Cff)('lkﬁ. hlt‘rhllg h:.ve_r, I'.IC.. l.ﬂ ril“L‘lil, }.ul'lliln, Ll'lorla
b gautie i B b "'I'f}"‘ gy will never be, because Americans have [and Fine Twill Silk.  Great variety of
Brme i fivom  ans ivirs h it eI i iy ’ et
Boetr's ancestor, probnb!y me Dutety | erecd, and rlr', -'Hi-l to Ao in -l.- FROpIng |..-|_n- 8
or French Huguenot exile, ‘trekked® | Into towp :" ’ """f‘ in thelr 10 ’l'-'l‘“‘-. f"."
lo the conmund of the sutlander, who | beautiful chureh bullt of s eontod Po. Baee) SHithe U & inple Creok, Pocket BOO[{S,
came mul tock possession of his plavea | At 4 cost of J30ER ar AQ000, In A YVii- ““.' TUHES Y], e VEY ARE R S
! b ) a vorking, are richer than the richest
and farm. But he will not *trvk’ ngaln | Inge of not over Le0d inhabitants | v ,I... ! : I i e
Lo Il--“|,!- nny or \ “Hey lany, blacl native servanis | ;f.ll..".‘ in  Lhe Johannessurg gold card Cases| Shopplng Bags'
“The Boer svomen are very prolifie have (0 bhe told every day from the | Wik
wny of ther having N i ffteen to | Umig they L'rive fros thelr distant . s
e e o A e e e Boston Bags in Seal Alligator,
uncemmon fa vl these children are | Wwhat they #t da 'he Knafir bhus i
uled by thelr mother with o stropg | no memory for the white man's waorlk .
gy A el i ol o (v g et e gt Morocco, Russia Leather,
race pre till and massive, with glants | on ks back I8 1he niy rEuient
for 19, Whom they bring up in bures | Which the Boer fruu uses pnd which
footnd fre -"--"u Lo Yun -w-:' H:-I-il na will ks him work P‘or Infants and Childrex. Er(;, E!(-
e el e e atvass ot servance | The Kind You Have Always Bought
“Good fenturer and a heautifl com- Elrange Lo . whillo her English
plexion are common to the Boer wo- | neighbor will be foreed ta do her own Bears the .
men, and. withopgh sha may only Jive | work through lack of underst inding ; ézz;-‘:
In a primitive Houm f cement and | how 1o rule them Until one Hyven In m‘u“w'“ of . v MEARS & HAGEN 4 15I4 l 7
olay, e s vosl eareful of her ks the country wnd closely obsorves the
When in an ox wagon or cape cart she | customs of the cape people in govern- y LﬂCkﬂWﬂﬂﬂa Au.




