THE SCRANTON TRIBUNE=TUESDAY, MAY 9, 1899.

(

e ——————

YOOOOOOOOTORBOOHOIK

The Surviving Heart.

By HOWARD MARKEL HWOPE.
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Along an old road in Pennsylvania
stands the charred ruins of an Inn
which In its day afforded weloome
shelter and rest 1o many a wayfarer,
Bevernl years after the Revolution a
pika was opened ten mlles to the
pouthward and the anclenn thorough-
farn becums a mere byway, Some of
the regular travelers, however, who
had grown used to the richness of Ite
larder, still patronized the tavern, but
on many an evealng s landlord, Joal
Beggn, sat alone in  the tap room,
which hnd been wont to resound with
the rollieking song or the hearty laugh
following a gay tale, ruminating upon
the decay of his fortunces or lJamenting
to & nelghborhood crony

One O¢tober night In
queesr tale runs—he rat smoking his
briarwood pipa Ly the great wood
stove and loeking couriously at a
stranger who ocveupled a chalr by a
table In the corner. The man had ar-
rived aboul an hour before, had hal
his overridden horse put up, had
etnlked Into the tep room, where he
had declined 1o regléter and refused
supper, Me had taken the chalr by
the table and had not risen from it
eince. A black cape fell to the tops of
his heavily epurred boots entlrely con-
cealed his Agure, whith might, how-
ever, have been surmised to be ex-
tremaely gaunt. Long and kinky lecks
hung to his shoulders, and from thele
raven mass his face looked out with
almost startling pallor, and hix eyes
aeldom left the hands of the tall elock
back of the bar. He had dropped his
eocked hat upon the table, and placed
beside 1t & box neatly rapped in oll-
skin,

Deggs had ecssayed soclalbility by
Asking as to the conditinn of the roads,
“Damnable,” lind Leen the answer,
Repelled by the tone, rather than
the adjective, which was mild tap
roam profanity, the landlord had tak-
en a turn about the room and then

mude n second effort.

“Is there anything 1 can do for you,
gir?"

“No."” waa the Impatient reply, “but
you can make out my blll as if I
had kept vour sculllons working like
dovils. You can do something else—
let me alone.

1705—n0 the

Joel had betaken himself to his chalr
and pipe and the stranger had relapsed
Into potnted allence. But as the form-
ot had continued to study his odld
guesl he suddenly stralghtened up, put
his hands upon hi= knees and openly
starer. The stranger did not notles
this, but a emall man, who came into
the room at the moment, Etopped short
upon seeing the landlord'a posture,
and also turned his small eves upon
the stranger. After a moment or two
he walked (o the stove,

“Hello, Lawis* Ereeted Beges, with-
drawing his eyes from his guest, “CHad
you come In. It's a damp night and
mighty lonesome."

“It 1s damp and It's come fogoy. ton.
But T didn't come In 1o talk about tha
wedather, Jool. Old Sydneyv's home '

They looked et ench other, then with
one acoord ecast wondering glances at
the atranger, who Kept his eves stead-
1y upon the face of the clock

“You don't mean 1Y observed the
Inndlowd et last, agaln withdrawing i
Faze, “"When 4did he come?

“This nightfall. Ha come through
the village at & mad Eullop, mud from
head to foot, und his horse dashed
with froth. T caught eglght of the old
mnti ns he ed Ridleyv's stare.  Hia
fave was as pale as a eorp=e's and his
eyen lookaed as If the devil had heon
rhasing him for many a good mile "

“He'd a-been chasing his own, then,”
sald Doggs, ristng,

e walked to a side window, whers
Btlles folned him. They turned thele
eyes upward. There was a lght,
hlurred by the fog, high up as If from
& houss on a hil.

“I wnd up there just afore | enme
In," suid Btiles in & half whigper, T
went round on to the blg poreh to the
window wherg the light 18, Old Sydney
hae a bright fire burning on his hearth

and he waw sitting before it in a blg
armed chair. He wos all bowed fop-
wird, gripping hlse knees and shiver-

Ing like he wius cold. A ghost couldn't
a-hoon whiter and u fellow that sees
the ghost ecouldn’t u-been more gfear-
ed."

“Is there anyone with him?"

“No one but—-"

Btlles tried to express his neuning
by & look,

"But what?" asked HReggs, falling
to understund.

“But his thoughts, and, Lefore God,
Joel, T wouldn't be alone with such
thoughta as that old man must have
for all Ms wealth."

"Yau den't mean to say that eld
Eydney—-""

“I do, Stiles Interrupted, with a

swift glance ot the stranger, who, how-
ever, seemed (o be ablivious 10 every.
thing but the laggard eclock hands
have good reason to speak out plain
about 1t now, and it's high time wa
ket the officers to help us look inte it"

“If you know anything certaln to
tell themy T'm ready to stand by you
in making the charge,"

“Wall, I do. You mind that the
young revolutlionary soldler came here
that night and naked for old Svdney,
He secmed to be in trouble When
Bydney came they were together in the
tide room for an hour, und when they
came out Bydney told us the young
soldier would =tay awhile at his house
and asked us to say nothing about his
beéing here. Fle took sick up there In
the old houge and dled, with no one
by him but old Bydney and that French
scholar who lived there and did noth-
ing but study hin devilish books."

“Of couree, I mind all that, Lewie,”

“But here I» the new part, Doctor
Lelghton told me this only tonight. He
treated the soldier up thers, hut never
could say what alled him. This sven-
ing he called me into his office und gald

he wouwld tell me something that
weighed on his mind and that he'd
never told anyone before. That was

that, unbeknown to old Sydney or the
Frenchman, he cut the young man open
to examine his heart, and hé found—"

He stopped Involunturily and cast a
quick glance at the stranger, to find
that his glarlng eyes were fixed upon
Alm.

.
“What did ha fnd?" whisparsd
Hegge,
“Phat there was no heart In the

body,” Btiles replied, withdrawing his
eyen with some difficulty. “Hut that
ain't nll. The heart had not been cut
out, or there was no rign of n cut on
the soldier's breast. Dr. Leighton thinks
that old Bydney and the Frenchman
performed some diabolical experiment
on the young follow."
Both men turned thelr

Weads and

l

lonked at the stranger, moved by n yot |

unspokan fact regarding him
Irawn his black halr free
rallld face and was still

from his
staring wt

l

thot). Thay shrank closer to the win-
.Inu'.

“Heaven above us,” whigpered Stiles,
catehing tha landlord’s sleeve, "did you
ever gee such a resemblance?”

“If he fsen't & twin 1o the young sol-
dier, I'e himeelr."

“And men here, Joel'" Stiles
with stiffening Lips, “It's ¢
veara tonight since the
dled un there

“It 15 by all
laewle.’

The strange? had risen and was oom-
ing toward them,

“Landlord.” he sald grufMy, "I can't
walt avy longer. 1 wil leave yonder
package In vour charge and If a young
man looking somewhat ke me doss not
rome for it by 11 o'clock, 1 want you
Lo take It up to Sydney Grevigton,'

The landlord started In spite of him-
aelf, and Btiles captured an exclamas
tion upen his lips,

What ars vou rvightened ubout 7" the

rocalled,

young fellow

that's—stand by me,

man demandesl, “You know old Syd-
ney, don't you™'
"Very wall, =lr; very well, Shall I

give him any message’

“Bay to him what you plenses, but you
are not to open the packsge. Now
fetoh me my horse and bae quick.”

Beggs gave the order, and while the
animnl was belng made ready the
stranger ftulked the room Impatiently,
but did not once go near the two men
or gpaak to them., When the horse was
at the door he flung a coin upon 4 tahle
without asking for his reckoning, went
put and clattered away

The landlord and Etiles gtood In won-
der until the splash of hoofs died awny
far down the muddy road; then, with-
ont & word, walked over to the table
and examined the package. It was
about elght Inches long by four square,
wrapped in ollskin and securely ticd
with a leather thong. At the knot and

xactly fiftecn |

He had |

the Intersection of the thong were red |
wax walers pressed by o seal In the
shape of o heart Beges lifted it

found it to be of natural weight and
Bet it back upon the table. There was
nothing sbout it 1o -wuggest that it
was other thun the ordinary package
ecarried by travelera

“I have an errand in
sald Btiles, “hut
fora 11"

“Yes, come Laok, Lewls, 1f 1
take the package up to olil Bvdney, T
want you nlong. The matter may he
all right, biut It has steac’ me un-
common queer gomehow."

the village,
I will com¢ back bes

Al

Obsarving that he wis himself anxl
ous 1o see (he end of the affal=, Stiles
went out and Joel resumed his pipe and

must |

chitir by the stove, The combination
of warmth, smokes and silones provea
E0pOrifi After o time he suddenly
pturted from a sound nap, cliutthed nt
his Bregst and =at boll upright, Je
had been aroused by one vielmt thump |
of hiv heart. He 1ooked agbout, sus-

pecting that Btiles was tving 1o fright-
eny him, but the room was guiet, he was
alane and the box still gtood upon the
tahie, e seitled bk In hi= chair,
unly Lo spring to his feet as N henrt
gave another extraordinary bound. e
wilked over to the bar and was there
frightened by an unnerving throb., HBe-
ing o man of spirit, however, he stood
his ground and discovered that the
heats wore rapldly Increasing in nun-
ber and foree and that the sensation
wae growing sickening, He backed to-
ward the door opening upon the rear
af the inn and turned the brass: knob
with a4 hand trembling In unison with
the then rapld palpitation. ‘The mo-
ment he croasad the sill his heart re-
gumed Ity normal action

Al that Instant he heard Stiles enter
the tap-room. He called out to him
to sit down by the stove and walt a
few moments for him; then, holding
the door sligbtly ajar, watched to see
it he should bLe #imillarly wffected, He
sat but a few minutes before he sud-
denly threw up hlz hands and looked
wildly around. He sprang to his feet,
gripping his left side, aua Acd towards

|the rear deor, his little body lerking us
ltlu.- pulsations grew mwre alurming
|The landlord threw open the door and

| stepped into the room In front of him.

Stiles stopped short, daged by his
abrupt rellel.
1 know what you sufferad” DBeggs

=nid
few minutes ago
pose it 8T

“That young soldier died up there
fiftesn YeOrs ago tonlght,” =ald Stiles,
as If reasoning to himself, “There was
no heart In his body The stranger
that brought that package looked ex-
notly like him, and there beart-
shuped seals on 10"

He turned about and looked at the
pivkage to signify his conclusion, and
the landlord, coming cloger to him,
nodded his assent. With one aoccord
they walked slowly to the table.
Nelther ventured to touch the pack-
age, but Bullez put his ear close to it
He started up, awe steallng over his
face as he motlioned Joel to listen. e
complied, and sprang erect, saying:

“IL may be out of my heiad, Lewle,
but If ever 1 heard & heart beating 1
heéar one in that package.”

The first stiroke of eleven from the
clock sturtiingly Intercepted Brlles' re-
Bponse.

“"No one has come for this devil's
affair.” sald Jo¢l, after the vibration
of the last stroke hud dled away, “and
I suppoie 1 must keep my promise to
the fellow that brought it here

"Ought we 10 lake it to old Sdyney
when we know the awful effect it pro-
ducea? Btlles consldered

“Well, 1 want it out of my tavern.
We'll tell 8dyney about it and he can
do as he pleases with "

What do you

ure

He lifted the box carefully, and, feel-
Ing no 1l effects, started with Stiles
from the inn. The fog had grown so
denee as to hide the lght In the win-
dow until they came to the stone fence
surrounding the grounds. The Ereat

l hallway and walked shrinkingly 1o the |

“It had its grip on my heart & |
sup- |

| uld of the 1able,
| ering
| stond as if walting for expocted help,

house, which had been the abode of
hospliality during the brighter days of
the Grevimtons, and up whose caphc-
lous chimneys “her great Hrea” had
roared. wtood then like a wepulchre of
by-gone timen, Desertad, silent, mourn-
ful, the hill which (it surmounted
seomed 1o be thrusting It far above
the world's activity and good cheer,
After they had passed between the

granite pillare at the entrance and
had cloged the creaking Iron guate
Beggn stopped and cautiously raleed

the box to his ear. He Instantly low-
ered it, and =2ald In a low whisper:

It s still Leating.'

“Yeu," Stilesa reponted, after laten-
ing, “it's bheating hard.”

They ascended (o the broad porch
and went nolselessly around to the
Hghtad window The LR Der had

burned low and the hearth lames wera
dying, but the solitary figure in the
groat nrm chalr was plainly revealed
0ld Bydney was bent forward staring
Into the smbers. His long hulr, plait-
ed and bowed, was little whiter than
hia face, upon which horror of mems-
nries he could not dismise was visible,
A the Jight had waned the shadows

hid crept cloger to him, and now
seamed (o be standing back of hia
chalr and looking over his shoulders

g IFf curinus to learn what he gaw In
the expiring glow.

Awed by the sugmested terrors of the
place, they tip-toed to the front door
and Bepgs swung the heavy iron ring
of the knocker. A third rap echoed
hollowly through the wide phuesage be-
fore the old man came to the door and
askoed rfrom Inslde who was thern

“lLewis Stiles and Joel Beggs," the
lundlor! reenonded.

“What do you want?"

“T have brought you at package that
wis Ieft at my Inn'

The master of the lonely house
ehoved the heavy oaken bolt and apens
ed the door. The light of the new tap-
per he held showed o man aged po
miturcly by distress. Fig large oyea
had a haunted laok—the whole face,
long pinched and pallld, wore the rapt
expression of one who suffers well-
grounded forebodings of the future,

Heo Invited them in, holding un the
Ight to show the way. They notal
that he had suddenly becomas  the
haughty Syiney Greviston they had
long known. the one in the chalr by
the hearth had been glranges 1o
them.

“A VOung man came to my inn thia
evening,” Joel explalned, “and asked
me to bring this package to vou if no
one came for It before 11 o'clock.*”

“"And he bore a romarkable resemn-
blance,” =ald StHer, soarching i1he
withered face which had suddenly v
come stolid. "'to the young soldier who
died up here fiftven years ago tanight.”

“Is that all, landlord ?"" sald the 14
man, lgnoring Stiles, but they gaw, in
spite of his eforts to hide them, thas
his frail hands were shaking 6a if with
polsy,

“Ie sulid there was no message, but
I fell it my duty to advise you, sir ™

“1'do not need your advice, tny
I have been expecting the packag

"Very well, sir"” BHogrs ngqaioses
“I only wished to ask you to put youe
ear to the package.'

“My ear? What foy?™'

"What an ear for,” Stiles Inter-
posed, indignuntly, “but to lsten?"”

With g labored smils old Syduney bent
und listened, His lips were tremb-
ling, when he rose, but he asked with
well-fefpnaed eredulity:

"What is thete to hear?™

"Sydney (Greviston,” sald Stiles, “ff.
teen years ago tonight a young #rl-
dier disd In this honuse Hiz hady had
no heart in §t, but thera 1s o hears
beating In that hox!"

A heart beating In that
game are you slmpletons trying to
Hay? Who ever heard the llke?
My dear landlord, you and yvour friend

i

hox! What

of

have been Imbibing stupldity at your
own boar You have now carried the
MesECNnEer's instruetisng, Gooad alght

They turned angrelly from him and
Witllkeed to the [ront door, the old min
following witli the taper and chuck-
Iing unnaturally in ridicule Carions

to Jearn If the HSydney Greviston they

knew or the one they had seen in the |

ehalr returned to the room they hest-
ened around the window and looked
in. It was the latter, & bent, withereil
fearful old muan—that come from the
table. He put down the swaying eii-
dle and fell to his knecs near the boy,
Sinking further back he bowed for-
wiard untll he was almost prone, his
white cue tralling upon the dusty floor
Fascinated by his wretchedness and
expected each moment to gee him af-
fected they had been, they stood
by the window and watched. Ile fin-
ally pulled himself to his foet by the
e placed ane quiy-

the puckage nnd

s

hand upon

At that moment u
further corner of the
strike

"Midnlght,"" whispered the landlogd

“Yes," sald Stlles, "“the young sol-
dler died shortly after midnight.”

The last stroke died away and the
old man took up the package in
hand and the taper 'n the other and
staggered into the hall, Thev noted
by the movement of the bann!ster
shadows and the dimming of the light
that he was nsgscending the stairas with
Breat feeblencas,

They left the house and descendad to
the inn, Resuming thelr places by the
stove, they were about to disouss the
wisdom of leaving the box with Syd-
ney, when the door was pushed open
and an old man entered His hlack
sutin  gurments were so6 bedraggled
with headiong haste, many mud splot-
ches clinging unheeded to his pale
fooe, and his damp white halr hung
te cloge to his cheeks that they did
not recognize him until he had come
close to the slove, They bind both
sprung to thelr feet, tha landlord ejac-
ulating, “Francois, the French schol-
ar

“"Yes, yoo," sald the man, excltedly,
“"Have you seen this nlght a young
iman, tall, black halr, white face, with
a package?”

"“He hus been here.”

“And where now," he asked, looking
eagerly around

The lundlord described the stranger
and tald of his request,

“And you have nol—nn, no—you have
not taken the box up to Monsteur
Gireviston?”

“We have just come from his housge *

“Mon Disul We must make haste
then. It is a trick, & scheme, a crime
of the devil. The box was atolen from
my colleotion, and 1 have traced the
thief here. It affects the heart of any-
one ulone with "

“Perhaps It contains the missing
heart of the young soldier who died up
there fifteen years ago tonlght,” said
Stiles, walking close to the Frenchman
and fixing him with his sharp eyes,

“What nonsense do you talk, man?
Why so waste time when the heart of
Mongleur Grevistan may be beating now
beyond all help? We must gu; we

tall clock In the
room began to

one

[
|
|
|
l

|
|
|
|
|

mu#t go, Good landlord, eall a boy and
pennd him for the nearest doctar, and
then we must all haste to save him."
Pager to o relleved of any possilile
blame In leaving the box with Sydney,
Begen summoned o boy, and bade him
tell Dr. Taighton o coine as wpeedily
na e could, The three then stactsd up
the hill, bul the landiord and Stiles had
nlmost repched the houss before they
noticed thut Francols had lagged be-
hind. They found that Sydnsy had for-
tunately left the front door unbolted,
and they entered the hall It was
totally dark, but having learned that
the oid man had gone upstairs they
wroped their way to the landing alinve.
They pnused theve, not knowing
whoether 1o go forward or back along
the pussage Thelr hesitation, how-
ever, was speedily ended by hearing a

mont near them, and, gulded by its
repatition, they ¢ame to a chamber
door, under which a very dim light
Ahone

Negra turned the knob and eautious-
Iy pushed the door open. The close nlr
that lssued from within told them that
the room must have been unoceupled
for years, The light barely showed a
bed In o corper with its tattered can-
opy, frayod chairs standing about, and
the ragged carpet upon the floor, Upon
the table beside the taper stood the
box, but Sydney was not vislble, They
stood but 4 few momentg, however,
before & deep groan called them In
haste to the bed. Old Sydney lay upon
it, bent with suffering, gripping his
walstcoat over his heart and breathing
feebly,

They were yelleved by hearing steps
coming rapldly up the stalre, Eagoer
for Dr. Leighton's anrrival they both
hurrled to the door and met Rim there,
“0ld SBydney I8 on the bed there*
snld the landlord, “and 1 think he |8 in
a serlous condition.”

“Ah, that bed,” said the doctor, re-
placing the taper with a resh one taken
from Wis case; it 18 the same the young
Revolutionnry soldier dled on.”

“Rifteen yenrs ugo this very night,™
sald Stiles,

“Almost the minute,
doctor, going to the bed.

e parted the tottered damask hang-
inga, held the taper forward and leaned
over, He {nsinntly stralghtened, pulled
the curtains together and turned to the
two men,

“Too lnte,” he sald quletly.

“Not dead.” they cried together,

“Yes; It I8 all over.™

With a rapid sxplanation concerning
tha box Stiles went to It and put his
enr down

' added tha

Lo

It is st beating fast” he ex-
claimed; “eome and listen, doctor.”

Dr. Leighton complied, and at onece
|smd:

“It I8 a porfoctly natural hearl beat.
This Ia a very dangerous affair and It
must be destroyed.”

He took & lancet from his casge and
pushed it under the leather thong. Ha
was about to sever {t, when an excited

protest sounded from the doorway. Tt
cama from the French student, whose
footsteps they had not heard. He

rushed townrd the doctor, cryving:
“Io not eul; It {8 mine, 1t was stolen

from me and brought here, It was a
disnbolical plot, but yvou wers In time,
Yes, veg, tell me you were In time to
save Monsleur Greviston'”

“XNo,"” sald the doctor; “he s dead."™

“In the same bed and in the same
room where you and he killed the
young soldler Aftedn VYeurs Ao to-
night,” sald Stilvs, glaring into the
mian's cyes

“That has nothing to do with this,
man. That was—Mon Dieu! what s
this! Help, doctor; help! 1—=Bacre!™

He was clutching wt his heart in
agony. He peeled about, and in a mo-

ment fell Into g lurge chalr near him,

“Tuke thut hex from the room," com
munded the docvtor, hastenlng to the
sufforer

Stiles putchis hands apon the bux,
but Instuntly sprang back from it
rrying

I would not touch It o save the
peoundsel Don't you do #0 elther,
Begr The hing eripped my heart
again.'”

Doctor Leighton sprang to hin case,
took out & phial amd poured a few
drops of a colorless Hgnld Into & glass,
After Stiles' warning Hoggs benl over

the hox, belng careful not to touch (it
He now rase up and caught the doos
lors arni.

“Your medicine will do him no good

now, The heart has stopped beating.'”
They turned quickly te the sufferer
on the chelr, Me was perfectly still,

|h'-.t hands gripplng the chalr arms in

his Inst agony, The doctor bent
him, then returned to the table,

“It s as you say, Joel' he quletly
gbserved, putiing the glues upon the
table, “He I« dead, Now we will open
this packnge.””

He cut the thong with the lancet and
nnwrapped the ollskin, A finely-pnl-
tshed mahogany Lox wns digclosed, He
ralzed the lid without difficulty and
took from It & bottle nnd held It close
to the taper.

*What I8 it asked the landlord.

“A human heart.” the doctor replied,

“The heart of the young soldier who
died here In this room ffteen ycars
ago tonlght,” repeated Stiles,

“Thint we cannot tell,” Doctor Lelgh-
ton responded, "but his  heart was
purcly milssing, a»d  clroumstances
make It likely that this is 1"

uver

OUR LITTLE ONES.

Thay wre nuch u.l-uh'. feotl.

| They have gons such a Mile way to mast

Tha years which are required to break
Thelr steps to ¢venness and mako

| Them go

More sure and slow

They ara such Hitlg hands

Be kind. Things are 50 new, aund life bot
stindy

A atep bevond thoe doorway. All Around

New day has Tound

Buch tempting thingas te shins upon,
and ko

The hands are tempted hard, you know,

They are such naw, young lives;

Burely tholr newness shrives

ThHam waell of muny sins. Thow
much

That being immortal they would touch

That if they reach

We musit not chids,

o8 B0

but teach.

They are such fend, clear eyes
That widen to surprise

AL gvery tum; they are so nften held

Toa suns or showers-showers goon dis-
palled

By locking in our face;

Love wiks, for such, much grace.

They are such falr, frall gifis

Uncertaln s the rifts

OFf light that s aleng the sky

They may not he hera by-and-bhy—

dive them not love, but more—ahove

And harder—patience with the love,
—(leorge Klingle, in Washington Star
-

A Terrible Revenge,

First booiblack—You had a row with
Nibsey, Hilly?

Beoond bootblaok—Yes, and I'm goin'
ter have my revenge, too,

Pirst bootbhlack—Coin' to tght him?
Bocond hoolblnok—Now, 'm goln' ta

#tand aslde of him when he's & whinin® a
gint, and when he's finished 1I'm goin' 19
wiy, “Bhioe, sir? —Pearson's Weekly,

RECEPTION OF
VISITING KNIGHTS

[Cineluded from Page 1.]

ever glven the degree, as the rohes
and paraphernalla are the best pro-
curable, It Is expected that all the

grand ofMlcers and representotives will
be present to enjoy this presentation
of the ritaal,

The den of presenting one degree of
the work at each gucceeding grand con-
vocatlon was instituted some time ago
and has rapldly grown In faver. The
work of this team will undoubtedly in-
cite the efforts of the others hereafter,

AL the conclusion of the degree work
a knlghtly socinl will be held,

GRAND COMMANDER'E REPORT,.

Grand Commuander Bir John Gow-
land, of Philipsburg, who, by the way,
Is & prominent party leader down his
winy, gave a representative of The Tri-
bune a resume of his annual address,
which he will read today.

In part, he sald: "Thers are now
114 commanderies located in mevonly-
nine places In 32 countiea In the state,
huving up to May 1 a total member-
ship of over 15,000, Bach commandery
hog taken an Interest In the work of
the order and the repressntatives are
oll prepared to do business, The con-
vocation will pass smoothly along In
its labors,

“"We have had a most succssaful year,
hiving 1,318 past commanders in good
standing, pald out over £35,000 in rollef;
have Invested over §45,000, and own al-
most $71,000 worth of paraphernalin. In
concluding, 1 might say 1 like your
city first rate, though I have seen but
little of It. The order seems to he
vory strong bere and represented by a
fine lot of men,”

POINTS FOR REPREBENTATIVES,

Only ten representatives can be elect-
od te the suprems econvoeation this
year, The representation Is Dased upon
one for 1500, The supreme body meets
Iin Philadelphia in October next.

Sir Louls B, 8tllz, of Philadelphia,
in said to be the tallest and handeom-
st knight attending the eanvoeation,
He ia chalrman of the committee cn
“grand commander's address and sta‘e
of the order,

Gienernl headquarters are at the
Hotel Jermyn, but Information and
gEnides can be sscured at Malta temple,
‘80 committer headquarters, where all
representatives should register

All tha grand ofMicers, with the ex-
ception of Grana Junior Warden "a-
seph W, Smink, of Shamokin, who is
1t at Atlantie City, are here ready for
worl.

About 200 represontatives have
rived already and n most
convoration is expected,

Aar-
successial

SONG CANARIES OF GERMANY.

Their Home Is in an Entirely Isolat-
ed Chain of Mountains,

From Chamboers' Journnl,

The home of these bitde, the Harz,
un entirely Isolated chala moun-
tiine rizing out of the pliin Letween
the rivers Leine and Saale, i« the n ost
northern elevation of npo“ance in
Germany and lles partly in Prucraa,
partly in Anhalt and Brunswick. The
best song canaries are vared aere ot
the present time, chiefly n Andregse-
berg, n town also celeorated for s
cllver mines, In every house and cot-
Lage of the pluce you see canaries, and
on a fine gummer's day, when walking
by, thelr song grests you from every
open donr and window, Wheras with
the other races of canaries color, mark-
Inga, shape and #lze are hoportant
puints, with this bLreed there is but
one—thelr song.

The birds are usuully of
and strongly built; the head 18 large,
thit lega shorter and the neck not so
long as In the common canury; the legs
glunt backward a little and the bird
doed not stand as upright as the others

ul

middle size

The breasgt ought to be broad aund
*urong, the eyes large and lively; the
feathers must lie smooth and the bird
ought to exccute wull jte movements

with o sort of coguetry The colors
viary from straw Lo golden vellow, some
with green markings, but deeper
shandes of yellow are not to be found
among them, If we say that thess
birds have to take the second place
In outward beauty of form and color,
wg cortainly must give them the flrst
of all In point of song. Thelr entire
villue Hes in thils,

With the utmost care and sclence
their volee has been cultivated for
years, and splended results have boen
obiained. The song of n really first-
clugs Huarz bird i 0 marvel of beauty
for those who understand It, but It
needs much practice and a musical ear
to note allght differences and faults
and 10 be able to choose the really best
songster among a erowd of birds.

-

AS POTENT AS A KING,

Influence of the Mad Mullah Among
the Bwatis,
Letter in Chicago Necord

Not much I8 known wubout the “mud
mullah,” the old man of India who Is
causing uncusiness in the nilids of Eng-
igh polittclans today. Hea ts mad only in
tho funatical #cnse. He fret made him-
solf nolorious in the Chitral outbreak of
1895, whnen, although more than geventy
years old, he was among the foremost
In energy and stralegle ability. In the
fighting =t the Malukand he lost twe
fingers, and afterward the membesa
ware burled with great pomp in the flo
nair valley, and a shrine was crected to
murk the spot,

The mullah Is a native of the Bonair
country, and wields thetvin a tremendous
amount of Influence. ‘Fhls Influence he
hos used In siclifully turning the enmity
ol the people in SBwat against the khun
of Dir In the “jehad.” or holy war, There
I u foud of long standing between the
Uwautis and the kahan. The kahun
clnlms certadn parts of Upper S8wat, and

Laondon

at Intervals from before the Hritish oc-
cupation until thig day he has bHeen In
the habit of raulding the country., His

agent, & Khaoka Khel of the Zalrat. near
Nowshert, had spread terror throughout

the wvalley, but It la Jdoubiful whether
the khan, with ull his bonsts—lor he s
a weak man—woauld ba able to mulntaln

his oMicla)] position were it not for Britisn
support

The Cfrontier will not be securo as long
ns tha mullnh = at large, but the =up-
progston of the present outhreak s Nkely
to lead to an Independent lnqulry inta the
pretenslons of the kkan of Dir with a
view to a seltloment of the old contras
Yersy.

-

SHIPBUILDING

AND TRON,

How the Metal First Came to Be
Used in Nautical Construction,
From the Pall Mall Magazine.

The stary of the use of lron 4% 4 mu-
terial for the construction of shios s
full of Interest, Jron was long ko used
experimentally for bullding bonis: aeve
ernl references to thess crude attempia
will be found In the annual reglater of
Iast century. Grantham quotes from a
publication dated July I8, 1887 Thi
writer says: A fow days ago n boat
bullt of English lron by J, Wilkinson,

e8q., of Bradlay Forge came up our
eannl of thia town, loadsd with 22 tona
nnd 15 hundredwelght of s own matal,
ate. It I8 nearly of equal dimensions
with other boats employad upon the
canal, belng 70 feet long and 6 feot
K 1-2 Inches wide; the thickness of the
plates with which It I8 made is about
five«slxtesnths of an Inch, nnd It is put
together with rivets, ke coppor or fire
engine hollers; but the stem posts are
wood and the gunwale Hned with the
game: the beamsa are made of elm
planks

“Her welght I# about elght tons; ahe
will carry, in deep water, upward of 32
tons, and draws sight or nine Inchex of
water when lght!'" It Is extraordinary
that such hints a® theso should have
fallen dead. Waos there ne shipbullder
with an eye swift to witness the enor-

2 by 4
|

| ty-tour gallons of water
| of the driving

mous possibilitios latent in theso Witle |

canal experimenia? A small fron boat
was Inunched In August, 1515, She was
fitted up In Lidverpool as o pleasure
boat, Hundreda viewed her a8 o curios-
ity. Bhe was sunk maliciously in the
Duke's dock, as though roma Dunlel
Quilip of a workmuan, forosecing iron
ne an |=sgs i thia boat was sulfered to
go on hinting, had put an end to her,
Her owner valoed her and sold her for
old iron; "but the loss of thia Loat,”
ha says “turned my attention to the
practicability of making an iron boat
which could not be sunk by any ordin-
Ary means.'

PAY FOR FLATTERY,

Capitalists, Tradesmen, Actors, Bports-
men Inordinately Proud of Praise,
From Tit-Nia
A friend of the writer is well nc-
aualnted with a wealthy emplover of
Inbor in the north of Eagland, who has

an insatlable hunger for Duttery, and |

will fo felt any reasonalle sum Lo se-
cure the pralse so sweset to his soul
Hia shrewd manager I8 well awars of
his weakness, and has pocketsd many
A fat fee in consejvence, Now
agaln a “testimonial” crnze will break
out among the employes of the flrm
and an Muminated address of o most

complimentary charncter will ba pre-
santed to the dellghted master, who
shows It to all his friends and Eends

coples to the press. But only those in
the secrat know that the men whe sign
the testimoninl get a dav's hollday on
full pay for so doing, while the wily
manager who engineers the affuir gets
A £L note,

Among those in the theatrical pro-
fesslon It Is u notorious fact that cer-
taln vrovineclal actors, when about to
visit a new townarrangs with an agent
for n “public walcome" at the rallwsy
etation und an ovatlon in the publie
streets, In every town there are men
who will applaud anvbody and any-
thing for a shilling an hour, A crowd
of these crantures arve hired for thy
oceaston, and appluud the actor as he
arrives {n the rown. They aleo follow
his carriage through the streots and
vociferonsly shout his name and fume,
This kind of thing s sure to be para-
graphed in the local papers, and pavs

| Infinitely better than any ordinary ad-

vertisement.

It 18 no uncommon ocourrence for
amateur music hall singera to secure
An ovation every night they appear, by
empioying a clique of pald patrons,who
distribute themeelves about
and ardently applaud at the
time. Thix In known as “deawlng the

| house,” and the pratse thus purchased

and preareanged often preves con-
tugious in exclting applause of a more
reneral and naturnl eharaotes,

An umnateur batsinan of some Mr-

ul |

—

Caroane, Tie helght does not surpass
seventy centimetere: It B often hars
neased to o lputin mall eonch,

PBerlin has the smallest elepliant In
the world. 1t s only one meter high
and woelghs elghi Kilmgramn

The smotlest Lelong In Persing
They are not more than ifty centimes
ters high,

The smallest cows in the world nre to
be found in the Samoan Islands

The smallest lowomotive ever mado
can now he at tha Omnha ex-
poritlon, 12 helght from the top of the
stack Lo the rall 1= 25 Inches, and the
gunge s 12% incheg, The eyvlinders are
inches. the boller 18 1% horse
made of steel and testod to 200
preesure, and will hold twens
The dinmeter
whool 10 inches. The
weight of the little englne s about 600
pounds, and it will ran on 1 rall three-
quarters of an Inch square, Tt will
| raw ten enrs, cach contalning two pers

#iny,

seen

Power,
ponds

In

-

REVOLT AGAINST SILENCE.

lHnw Solitary Confinement Prisonern
Rest While nt Liberty.
From the Philladelphia Telogruph

When the presumptive system of soe
gkregivte continement enforced nt tha
Hastern penlleptiary aroused the Ine
digontion of Charles Dickens, and his
trenchant pen gave expresddon to his
| horror of such punlgshment, the instls

tution on Falrmount avenue was given

A sinleter reputation bevond ity do-
serte. Binee the great novelist wmle
In terms =0 sovery of solitory impriss
onment the results obtalned by the
management of the prison here havo
refuted  In the madn  the s=irictures
passed upon the Eastern penitentlary.
Penvloglsts hiave given thelr testimony
lm favor of the sv=tem which Dickens

condemnod, and =alltars
In vogue in many
of the country, If
ter, ahd @ mun
Pawithin o nasrrow
with nothing
Iuni upy

confinement is
the penitentinrica
enforced to the let.
o Bt

ol

wus compelled

il after day,
hig own thoughta o
his mind, then, indeod, politary
continement wonld be a barbarity that
would civillzation ond humans-
iy, Moadness and deaith could only re-
sult In the majority of cases,

Fut when the convieted man stands
| before hls judge to receive his punishe«
ment, and listens to “soll-
tary confinement.” thelr torror 1= Hght-
| aned by the merciful provision that his
““H"“Ill:r-.\- shall Le relleved Ly “hard
;I.lhnr. Then, too, the crowdsd eandl-
[tion of the Eastern penitentiory re
guires that two, and frequently three,
(eonyvicls shall be confined In the game
‘rl'-'” and  the “"solhary confinement'”
part of the sentonee s more or les:
legul fiction

While o man has the compnny of his
fellows and the of work In the
| prison there lg Imposed upon him
punishment the severity and irksome-
ness of which can only be npprehended
|In 1ts full foree by one who has un-
| dergone |t he punishiment s silonee,
| Throughout the day no man dare spenlg

iy

bt

Flumnee

the wotrids

Livom

to his fellows gave of necesslty or by
stenlth, To n man who has vielded to
temptation and fallen from an honors

Iable place In soclety the need of s
man sympathy, the sound of a kindly
| voles, o friendly car into which to pour

the hall | the torturing surgings of hi= mind {=
slected |

most necessary, and must makes this
imposed sllepoe tervible th bear

The prisou anthorties recognize the
severity of the punishinent of  thesos
long brooding hours and the mental
stridn Imposed on the convlet Many
in pagsing the ponltentiary In the enrly

lety In the north is in the DAL of | hours of the ovenine must have been
bribing the lnda of the village %o an [startled by the eries and tumult echoll
plaud him as he leaves the pavilion. | ing from behind it stone walle, and
For sixpence a rural lad will shout wondered o8 thevy hurricd by If o
himself hoarse In pralse of any one, | hloody revolt was golng on within, A
and 10w or 158, so spent by the ocon- | pavals 1t (s, Idecd. that nightly tades
celted cricketer produses gpplauss po 11,“., but It is the rovolt of overbiita
tent enough to please the most exact- | qened hearts, of ansulshed souls und
Ing egotist, !H.'.' Ie, evil milnds sgainst the silenca

A weulthy man in the Midlands has | they have writhed under during the
invented & number of eccentrio bt | day Prowm 8 o'eliek untll % saeh nlght
useless articles, which he has placed !fh-- han of gilence ln ralsed, and the
upon the market at his own expense. | jnmaiics of the prison are free 1o givy
To any person who writes him w flat ‘\,“- to the tumlt of their minds
tering testimoninl concerning any of Lowled thers In their colls, the gr
these articles, he Invarinbly sends a | lority of 1l prisoners await eng-
letter of thunks, Inclosing w postal or- | erly ihe hour of 0. Al the given time
der for ten shilllngs, The testimonials | pandemonium brenks oo l The oore
he thue recelves—now numbering some | ridors echo and re<pehio to the yells,
hundreds—he preserves dn albumsmade | peels ond songs of the miserable
for the purpose, and thoese hooks he cagad men. Many of thent have rnn:
keeps upon his drawing room tabls for | cioal instraments. and these add el
the inspectlon of visitors | volume 1o the gencral discord 1top

An dtinerant  medico, of American | three hours the din conmtinues, hmt on
origin, while traveling In the provinces, | ihe sgtroke of % the cloctyl lghts go
was accustomed to pay n certain num- out, pllence ance mors hironda over the
ber of people to pralss his goods in the gloomy pliuce, and rorunate the man
presence of the public. These folk met | whg finds frecidom fn sleen
in the market square every evening, | == -
and, ascending the platform, gave per- | Giles in the Pulpit.
sonal testimony us to tha “benefit” they .
had derived from using the varlous The lencls of doln. Weslay st hiss

disclples warw esngerly ombraced iy Nor-
nastrums sold by the medicine man, | jolk wid Gl froqitently beenms o lo-
HSome of the more fluent and accom- | o, preach e Cloeal’ Sam by names,
plished of these prevaricators were | s describml o> v teacher, © though
pald half a crown for thele testimony. | hls  stmibles " I i the bur.
On one aceasion, however, an alterca- | Irsque. Un us K Tor s
tlon took place as to the payment of | 1eX!, "The wages nr =i ueatl b
one of these walking testimoninls, 5o :"";ll_"",l't:",' .T!"';"" | "_ I.'““:l‘. 2
the secret leaked out .'tl.' \\h.-.l-..;u.:-lbl' s I‘II. ‘: % oy -l.;I “ i\".;\\ :r“t\'-l NI:“J'

Certaln candidates for fa wmient In | whuther we Kin gra wot he maan byt
past electlons have not becen 4 bove pur- | S'pose | wor tu go an 41 omy hanryeat
chasing praise from memboers of thelr | for Me 11 in local farmers " nrter all
prospective constituenclies. One very | th' wolk wor dun, go b’ ax Mr, 1" une-
weidlthy candidate always Instructed | ¢ J r'f=
his agent to prepare a st of probalile 'i
patrons in a parish, prior to & publie | ‘
meeting These were arifully ap- r
proached, and advised that their ard- | s rvost ther ocoma an' nx
ent applavsge at the forthcoming meet- | ;e fur yor wanges fur An' #1 | wuk
ing would be noted and remunerated !..m my Wife fur 1h' daavil an' go tu God
And it was, too fur my rewurd, He wood sand, “No, no,

- | Bam; ymou goo tu th' duavil fur yer res
SMALLEST IN THE WORLD.  [Wward: yeoil hew wulie ] fur i i 1
1 i v [} L) ) 'l J i
Things and Places That Excite Inter- SRR AT el !I:-
est by Reason of Minuteness. REFRIGERATED BEEF
From the Chichgo Inter-Ocenn |

The smallest book ever printed (s thy | New York Mawv §.—The United Stateds
ktory of Perrault's little “"Hop-o'-My- | than st MoeCIellan will sall for Cula
Thumb,” lately published. 'he boals in and Porto e on Thursda Hhe wilk
one and one-half Inches long by one carey US0000 pounds of refrigornted
Inch wide, and quarter lonch thick. besl whibch will arrive at noon on that
it can be read only by the ald of a| 4.0 rrom Chicagos, Bhe will klgo carey
milgeroscope, but 18 complete in every R50.000 pounds of forage The bLhoeat
way und has four engravings ..ai-.l L1 will be nnded at Bune

Bhears no bigeer than a pin & one | o0, Clelion will carry 250 rae
of the exhibits of the gkill of & Sheillield rulte
workman;, a dozen of these ghears The transport Meds | tuduy fop
welgh less than half & grain, or about | o o 4,00 i L serulin tor the
the welght of w pustage stamp; they [ poon artitlers Fifth cavalry and
are as perfectly made as shears of or | Ileventh infantrs She will returt to
dinnry size. this port with the Nineteenth infantry.

Gaustl is the smallest republle as Lo | -
area, which 2 exud one mile, TI . B = —~—
population fumbers It is situnted SHERIFF BEATTY DIES
I ¢ Pyrences,

I-[-li:z-..],l“l 8 Lthe smallest republlc Penell Declares That He Will Nog
to population, having only OfLy-thires Be Taken Alive,
men, women and chlldren. It s twelve MeConneligburg, Pa., May B —=Iwpuly
miles from Sardinia Bhvittf Willlam Heatty, who was

Tristan d'Acunha. in the SBouth Al Ehol by Clem Pennell ot Barnes Gap,
lanti sonds out its mail once a4 yYenr | Pulton county. recently whils Beatty
to the outslde world; It hus 4 popula | With a posse was Lrylng to arrest Poens
tlon of smxty-four persons—eighuon | pail, divd at hls home in Buck villey
men, ninetoen women, fifteen boys and Yesterday
twelve givis Pennell Is being hurbored by frionds,

King Mulictoa, the Samoan monareh He 1= armed and swears he will kil
Iately dead, e pved o smadler salary any man whoe attempty 10 take him
than any royalty, $150 monthly, and it -> -
was usually in arrcars Wyoming Classis,

Chinese stroais are the Narrowest M| oo jjonn May 8.=The throo days' sese
the world—some of them are only etght ._!“”: of the Wyoming claxsis of the Rue
feot wide formeal churelh came to & close hereg to-

The sinallest horse In the world 18 o | guy The noxt meetlog of the ¢lussis

Shetland pony owned by the Marquls

will be held at Danville In & year henoay




