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From the London Telegraph,

It was a pretty little house, in very
charming country—in an untravelled
corner of Normandy, near the wea; &
country of orchards and colea flelds, of
goft  green meadows  where cattls
browsed, and of deep elm-shaded lnnes,

One wae rather surprised 1o see this
little House just here, for all the other
houses In the neighborhood were rude
farm-houses or laborers' cottages; and
this was o cogquettish  littio chalet,
white-walled, with slim French win-
dows, and baleonles of twisted lron-

/ work, and Yentlan blinds: a gay little

pleasure-house, standing In o bright
little garden, among rose-bushes and
papjerres of geraniumg, and smooth
ﬂ“’HI'hl'n of greensward. Beyond the
garde there was an orchard—rows
and couples of old gnaried apple-trees,
bending towards one another, like fin-
tastic figures arrested in the middle of
a dance, Then, turning round, you
noked over feathery colza fields and
yellow corn fields, & mile away, to the
sen, and to a winding perspective of
white clifis, which the sen bathed In
transparent greens and purples, lum-

inous shadows of s own nomeless
hues,
A board attached to the wall con-

firmed, in roughly "painted characters,
the Informs = I had had from o
agent in Dleppe. The house was to let;
and I had driven out—a drive of two
long hours—to inspect it. Now I stood
on the door-step, and rang the bell. 1t
wag o big bell, hung In the porch, with
a pendent handle of bronze, wrought in
the semblance of a rope and tagsel,

It enrried, at any rate, as far as a low
thatched farm-house, a hundred yards
down the road. Presently o mon and a
woman came out of the farm-hiose,
gazed for an instant in my direction,
and then moved towards me; an old
brown man_ an old grey woman, the
man in corduroys, the woman wearing
& neat white cotton ecap and o Blueg
apron, Both moving with the burdened
galt of peasanta,

“Youd are Monsieur and Madame Le-
roux?" I asked, when we had accom-
plished our preliminary good-days; and
1 explained that I had come from tha
agent An Dieppe, to look over their
houre, For the rest they must have
been expecting me; the agent had gaid
that he would let them know,

But, " to my perplexity, this business-
live announcement seemed somehow to
embarrgss them; even, 1 might have
thought, to agitate, to distress them.
They lifted up their worn old faces,
and eyed me anxjously., They ex-
changed anxious glances with ench
other, The woman claspal her hands,
nervously working her fingers, The
mian hesitated and stammered a lttls,
before he was able to repeat vaguely,
“You have come to look over the house,
Monsleur™"

“Surely.” I sald, “the agent han writ-
ten 10 you? 1 underastopd from him
thay you would expect me at this hour
to-day"

YOh, yes,"” the man admitted, “we
were expecting you." But he made no
motlon to advance matters, He ex-
changed another anxious glance with
his wife., Bhe guve her head a sort of
helpless nod, and looked down,”

“You see, Monsier,”” the mun hiegan,
as if e were about to elucldute ths
situation, “you see—" Bul then he
faltered, frowning at the air, as one at
a less for words,

“The house is already ot
suggested 1.

“No, the housge is not let,” sajd he,

“You had better g0 and foteh the
key " his wife sald at last, in o divary
way, still lroking down.

He trudged heavily back to the farme-
house, While he was gone, we stond by
the door In silence, the woman always
nervously working the fingers of her
clasped hands, 1 tried, Indeed, to make
a little conversation: 1 ventured some-
thing about the excellence of the site,
the beauty of the view, She replied
with & murmur of assent, civilly, hut
wearily; and 1 did not feel encouraged
1o persist,

By and by her husband rejolned us,
with the key: and they begun sllently
1o lead me through the house.

There were two pretty  drawing-

perhape’

I grooms, on the ground floor, o pretty

dining room, and a delightful kitchen,
with a broad hearth of polished red
bricks, a tlled chimney, and shinine
copper pots and pans. The drawing-
‘ooms and the dining-room were pleas-
intly furnished, in a light French fush-
lon, and their windows opened to the
#un and to the fragrance and Breenery
of the garduvn, 1 expressed a good deal
of admiration: whereupon, lttle by lit-
tle, the manner of my conduciors
changed, From constralned. depressed,
It became reshonsive; even, in the end,
effusive. They met my exclamations
with smiles, my inguiries with voluhle
pager answers, Bul it remalned an
megltated manner, the manner of pao-
ple who were shaken by an emotion.
Their old hands trembled, gs they open-
ed the doors for me, or drew up the
blinds; their volces trembled There
was something painful in their vary
smiles, as If these were but momentay y
ripples on the surface of & trouble ’

“Ah'" 1 sald myaelf,

“they are
hard-pressed for money. T ¥ have put
their whole capital into this house, very
likely, They are excited by the ‘_,.,I__;,
pect of securing a tenant.'

“Now, If you please, Monsleur, wao
will go upstairs, and see the bed-
rooms,"" the old man said

The Fod-rooms were alry, cheerul
rooms, Ily papered, with chintz cur-

taing, & | the usual French bod-room
furniture,” One of them exhibited
migns of being actually lived in: there
were things about it, personal things,
A woman's things. It was the last
room we visited, a front room, looking
off o the sea. There were combs and
brushes on the tollet-table; there wers
pens, an Ink-stand, and & portfollo on
the writing-desk: there were books In
the book-case, Framed photographs
stood on the mantel-plece, In the clos-
&t, dresses were suspended, and shoes
and slippers were primly ranged on the
floor. The bed was covered with a coun-
« terpane of blue sllk; a crucifix hung on
the wall above It; beside It there was a
prie-dieu, with a little porcelain holy-
Waler vase,

“Oh," I exclalmed, turning to Mon-
sleur and Madame Leroux, “this room
is occupled

Madame Leroux did not appear to
hear me. Her eyes were fixed In a dull
stare before her, her lips were parted
slightly. Bhe looked tired, as If she
would be glad when our tour through
the house wns finished. Monsieur Le-
roux threw his hand up towards the
celling, In' an odd gesture, and sald,
“No, the room I8 not occupled at pres-
ont."”

We wefit .hack downstaire, and con-

1 was 1o take
Madwme

an agreement,
for the summer.
Leroux would cook for me, Monsieur
Leroux would drive Into Dieppe on
Wedneeday, to fotch me and my g
gEage out.”
- -

cinded
the house

On Wednesday we had heen driving
for something ke half an hour without
gpeaking, when all at onee Leroux sald
to me, “That room, Monsieur, the room
you thovght was ocoupled 4t

“Yes? I questioned, as he paused,

“1 have a proposition to make," sald
He. He spoke, as it seemed to me, half
shyly, half dogzedly, gazing the while
at the ears of his horse,

“What s 112" 1 asked,

U you will leave that room as It is,
with the things in It, we will make a
reduction in the rent. 1 you will let us
Keep it as it (87" he repeated, with a
curious plending Intensity. “You are
alone, The house will be big enough
for you witheut that room, will it not,
Monglemy 7"

(M course, T consent:d at once, 1f
they wighed o Kkeep the room ns it was,
Ih--._\ were Lo do 8o, by all menns.

“Phank you, thank you very much.
My wife will be groteful to you,” he
il
or o lttle whlle lomger we drove on
without gpeaking, Presently, “You are
our first tenant. We have never let
the housge before,” he volunteered,

“Ah? Have you had it long?" 1
nxkad,

“1 it it, 1 bhullt it five, six, years
ago” sald he. Then, after a pause, he
added, 1 buailt it for my daughter.”

His volee sank, ns he sald this, Buat
one relt that it wag only the bweginning
of something he wished to say,

I invited him to contivue Ly
terested “OhY"

“You sce what we are, my wife and
L" he broke out suddenly. “We sre
rough people, we are peasants, Buat
my daughter, gir''—he put his hand on
my knee, und looked earnestly into my

an in-

face—"my daunghter wues as fine as
gutln, as fine as lace."
He turned back to his horse, and

again drove for a minute or two in sll-
ence, At last, always with his eyes on
the horgse's ears, ““T'here was not a lady
in this country finer than my daugh-
ter," e went on, speaking rapidly, in a
thick volee, almost ns If to himsaelf,
“Bhe was beautiful, she had the sweet-
o8l character, she had the hest educu-
tlon. 8he was educated gt the convent,
Iin Rouwen, at the Sucre Cosur, Hix
vearg—from twelve to elghteen—she
studied at the convent She knew
English, sir—yvour lunguage, She took
prizea for history. And the plano! No-
body lving can touch the plane ag my
daughter could. Well," he demanded
abruptly, with a kind of ferceness,
“was a4 rough farm-house good enough
for her?” He answered hig own gues-
tion, “No, Monsler, you would not sil
fine lace by putting it In a Jdirty box,
My daughter was finer than lace, Her
hands were softer than Lyons volvet,
Anil oh'" He coried, “the sweet smell
they had, her hands! It was good to
smell her hands, 1 used to kiss them
and smell them, as you would smell a
roge," His voice died away at the
reminigeenes, and there was another
interval of silence. By and by he be-
Fan again, “I had plenty of money, 1
was the richb#ft farmer of this neieh-
borhood, T gent t6 Rouwen for the best
architect they have theps, Monsleur

Clermont, the best architect of Rouen
Mureate of the Pine Art Schools of
Paris, he bullt that house for my

daughter: He bullt &t and furnished it,
to make it fit for a countess, 20 that
when she cime home for good from the
convent she should have a home wors
thy of her, Logk at this, Monsleur,
Would the grandest palace in the world
be too good for her?

He hud drawn a worn red leather
case from his pocket, and taken out
a small photograph, which he handed
to me, It was the portralt of a Eirl,
a delleate-looking girl, of about seven-
teen. Her face was pretty, with the fr-
regular prettiness not uncommon in
France, and very sweet and gentie, The
old man almost held his breath while |
wis examining the photograph, “ist-
elle gentille? Est-elle belle, Monsieur?"
he begought me, with a very hunger fur
sympathy, as I returned it, One ans-
wered, of course, what one could, as
best one could. He, with shaking fing-
ers, replaced the photograph in [ts
case, “Here, Monsieur," he sald, ex-
tracting from an opposite compartment
a little white card, It was the usual
French memorial of mourning; an ¢n-
gruving of the Cross and Dove, under
which was printed: “Eulalie-Josephine-
Marle Leroux. Born the 16th May, 1574,
Died the 12th August, 1882, Prav for
her,”

“The good God knows what He does,
I bullt that house for my daughter, and
when it was built the good God took
her away, We were mad with grief, my
wife and I; but that could not save her,
Perhaps wo are still mad with grief,"

the poor old man sald simply. “Wa
van think of nothing else. We tever
wish to speak of anything else, We
eould not Hyve in the house—her house,
without her. We pever thought to let

. 1 bulit that house for my daughter,
1 furnished it for her. und when it
ready for her—she died. Was it not
hard, Monsieur? How could 1 let the
houge to strangers? But lately 1 have
had losses. T am compelled to let I, o
pay my debts, I would not let it to
everybody. You are an  Englishman,
Well, if 1 did not like you, T would not
let it to you for a milllon English
pounds, Put 1 am glad 1 have let it
to you, You will respect her memory,
And you will allow us to keep that
room—her room. We shall be able to
keep it us It was, with her things In
It. Yes, that room which you though
wus occupied—that was my daughter's
room.*'

Madame Leroux was walting or ua In
the gurden of the chalet, She looked
anxiously up at her husband as we ar-
rlved. He nodded hils head, and ealled
out, "It s all right. Monsleur agrees.'

The old woman took my hiands,
wringing them hysterically almost.
“Ah, Monsleur, you are very good,"
#he sald. Bhe raised her eyes to mine.
Hut I could not look Into her eyes,
There was a sorrow in them, an aw-
fulness, & sacredness of sorrow, which,
I feit, it would be ke sacrilege for me
to look at.

We became good friends, the Léroux
and I, during the three months | passed
us thelr tenant. Madame, indeed, did
for me and looked after me with a
#eil that was almost maternal, Both
of them, a8 the old man had said, loved
above all things o talk of thalir daugh-
ter, and T hope I was never loth to
listen. Thelr passion, thelr grief, their
constant thought of her, appealed to

wWans

ene as very beautiful, as well us very,
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The Cream

Not

of Friday Bargains '

Baits or Trash, But

Honest Merchandise That Defies Honest Price Comparison.

36-in. English Percales, in
handsome designs and color-
ings; worth 124¢, ativ. oo 0610

300 Pieces of “Pest Quality
Indigo Prints, at...........
s0 Pieces of Tull Width

Outing Tansel, large varicty
of patterns and colprings, at. .

3ic

611

50 Dozen Large Size
Bleached Turkish Bath Tow-
els, heavy quality,, .« ...3 for 25¢

50 Dozen Extra Large Size
Doubie Thread Turkish Tow-
els, worth at least 20¢; today. 106

Three Special Lots of Pil-
low Muslin, finished with wide
HemM . vevennnesssesa.00s Bes 10¢

50 Pairs Full 11-4 Size
Wool Filled Blankets, worth
$1.98.. Today at..........$1.29

The
(Great
Store.

JONAS

LO

50 Pairs Full 11-4 Size All-
Wool Blankets, worth $3.08
Today at soviiinviiiines 3249

New Lot of Manufacturers’
Strips of Embroidery, in s-
Yard Lengths, Insertions and
Edges—Guipure Designs—

Lot 1, value 10c¢ yd., at...

Lot 2, value 15¢ yd., at...

Very Handsome Eiderdown
Dressing Sacques—not over
30 of them. Worth at least
$1.25. 1oAY cunsvasisnnas

e

9¢

200 Beautifully Decorated
China Lamps—DBowl Shape
With Embossed Glass Globes:
worth 78¢, at ssesuvivacess 220

10-Quart Agate Chamber
Pails; worth 75¢c, at.vovvenns

Heavy Tin Wash Doilers,
worth 50¢, 8t....suwsssenss 220

Large Size Market Baskets,

4c

9¢

25¢

at
Heavy Tin Tea and Coffee
Pots; worth fully 20¢, at....

NG'S SON

Fine Quality Walking Hats
and  Sailors; worth 73¢ to

$125 at oiiiiieapiaaaa. 170

Best Grade of French Felt
Hats; worth $1.25at........ 210

150 Dozen Solid Black Os-
trich Plumes, full and Pretty;
worth fully soc, at..veveenae. 160

100 Bunches of Large Eng-
lish Violets—six dozen in each
bunch and worth 29¢c, at..... 150

The
(reat
Store.

touching, And something like a pale
spivit of the girl geemed gently, swecet-
1y, always to be present§n the house,
the housge that Love had built for her,
not guedsing that Death Pwould come,
ns soon ag it was finighed; and call hee
away, “Oh, but it Is a,¥oy, Monsier,
thaot you have left us Her voom,'” the
oll couple were never tired of repeat-
Ing, One day Madame took me up into
the room, and shtvwed . me Eulalie's
pretty dresses, her'grinkets, her books,
the handsomely bownad books that she
had womnr e prizes at the convent. And
oh another day she shogedime soma
of Eulalle's letters, axking me. if she
hadn't o beautiful handweiting, if the
letters wire not beautifully expressed,
She showed me photographs of the
girl at all ages; a fick of her bair; her
baby clothes; the priests ceftificate of
her first communilon; the bishop’s cer-
tificate of her copfiemation. And she
showed me letters from the good sis-
ters of the Bacred Heart, nt Rouen, tell-

ing of Eulalie's progvess: In her stu-
dies, pralsing her conduct and her
character. *Oh, to think. that she is

gone, that she s gone!" the old woman
walled, In a kind of helpless Incom-

prehension, incredulity, of “lose, Then,
in' a moment, she murmured, with
what submissiveness she could, “‘Le

bon Dieu sait ce gu'il fait,” crossing
herself, .

On the 12th of August, fhe annivers-
ary of her death, 1 went with them to
the parish church, where oL MIAR Wil
sald for the renoge of Eulalle's soul
And the kind old cure afterwards came
round, and pressed thelr hands, and
aspoke words of comfort to them

In September T I8ft them, returning |

One afternoon L.ohanced th
same old cure In the high
gtreet theore, Weo stopped and gpoke to-
pether—naturally, of the Loreux
what excellent peapls they were, of huw
they grieved £or thelr daughter, “Thelr
love was= more than love, They adored

10 Dheppe.
meet  thit

the child, they ldolized her. 1 have |
never witnessed such affection,” the
oure told me, “When she died, T gop-

fously feared they would lose thelr rea-

gon. They were dazed, they were lw-
side themeelves: for a lopg while thov
were gquite as if mad, But Gl (= mer-
ciful. They have learasd o live with
thele atiletion,

“Itis very beautitul,” said § the woy
they hiwe sanctifted her memory, the
way they worship It You know, of
vourse, they kKeep her room. with her
things in it, exactly as she left it Thuay
geema Lo me vory beautiful”

“Hep room,” questioned the oure
lonking vague, “What room?'

‘Gh, didn’t you know?" T wonderail,

“Her hwd-room in the chalet. They
keen It ns ske left i, with all her
things about, her bhooks, her dresses,”

“1 don’t think I follow youw,” the cure

sald. "she bed-room in
the cehaler ™

“Oh_ T hog your pardon, I
front rooms on the first Noor was her
room,”" T Informed him.

But he ‘shook hils head. “There ig
gome mistake. She never lived in the
chalet. She died In the old house. The
chalet was only just finished when she
died. The workmen were hardly out
of ju."

“No” 1 said, “it I8 you who
be mistaken; yvou must forget. | am
quite sure, The Leroux have spoken
of it to me times without number.”

“But, my dear sir.” the cure insisted,
“1 am not merely sure; | know, [ at-
tended the girl in her last agony. She
died In-the farmhouse, They had not
moved Into the chalet. The chalet was
heing fornished. 'The last pleces of
furniture were taken jin the very day
before her denth, The chalet was never
lived in. You are the only person wha
has ever lived in the chalet. 1 nssure
you of the fact.”

“Well," 1 mald, “shat

never had a

tine ol

must

s very strange,

that is very strange indecd.” And .or
i minute T was bewildered, T-did not
know what to think. . But only for a
minute, Buddenly 1 erled out, “Oh, 1
see—~I gee. T understand,”

1 saw, 1T understood, Suddenly 1 saw
the plous, the beautiful deception that
thege poor stricken souls had sought
to practice on themselves; the beauti-

ful, the fond Hlusion they had created
for themselves, They had bullt the
houge for their daughter, and she had
dled just when It was veady for her.
But they could not bLear—they could
not bear—to think that not for one
little week even, not even for one poor
little day or hour, had she lUved in the
house, enjoyed the house, That was
the uttermost farthing of thelr sorrow,
which they ¢ould not pay. They could
not acknowledge It to thelr own strick-
en hearts, Bo, plously, reverently—
with closed eyes, as It were, that they
might not know what they were doing

they had, carried the dead girl's
things to the room they had meant for
her, they had arranged them thepe,
they had sald, “This wus her room:
this was her room.”  They would not
admit to themselves, they would not
let themselves stop to think, that she

had never, even for one poor night,
slept In It, enjoyed It. They told a
beautiful plous falsehood to them-
selves, It was a beautiful pious game

of “make-hellevd,” which, like children,
they could play together, And—the
cure had sald 1t: God Is merciful. In
the end they had been enabled to con-
fuse their beautiful falschood with re-
ality, and to fAnd comfort In it; they
had been enabled to forget that thely
“make-belleve” was a “make-believe.*
and to mistakerIt for a beautiful com-
forting truth. The uttermont farthing
of thelr sorfow, which they could not
pay, was nol exacted, They were suf-
fered to keep it; and It became thelir

| BO

treasure, precious to them as fine gold,

Falsehood—=tyuth? Nay, I think there
are (llusions that are not falschoodes—
that are Truth's own smiles of pity for

us,
—_————— -

THE BEARDED LADY,

“urloui Story of & Woman Hermit
Who Lived in n Cave,

Many storles havebeen written about
Sherwood forest, and of Hobin Hood,
who was buried beneath the old yews
thnt for centuries had withstood the
storms of heaven, and whose gnaried
ond Kootted trunks iwvere not Inapt 11«
lustrations of the Hie of him who was
lald beneath thelr shade, But little
has been mentioned ol cut
Langton, “the beardsd ‘ady.”

This extraordinars woman wos dis-
covered in a cavern In the forest of
Sherwood, Eng., about the year 1018;
and so strange was her appearance
that no ona could Imagine that she was
anything but an old man, When found
she had a lomg slivery beard which
descended to her chest, She stated
that she had resided In this curlous re-
treat for thirty-seven years, being in-
duced to take 1o the life of an ascetic
by having been crossed in love,

Dorothea was the only daughter of a
grocer in London, and was in here

Dorothed |

youth accounted a most handsome wo- |

man; as, Indeed, her features oven then
corroborated. She sald that it was not
titl ghe had been ‘n the cavern for
sevVen vears that her face became dis-

| tigured by the singular phenomenon of

t beard, but ite growibh was very rapid,
that In four more years It
reached its Tull length.
Lhesp years she had
lonely retrear she
munication with
antd had never

in her

cOme-
being:
farther than

remiined
hiid had no
any  human
ventured

| about kalf a mile from the eavern, liv-
| Ing vhietty
| water from a spring

wild Bervies and the

The envern wns

unon

most  curiously constructed, and the
entrance to it was under an immenss
onk tree, and was so small that it
seemed searcely possible that 4 human
being could crawl through it The
place ghe occupled consisted [ but
one apartment. which was hardly lofty
enough to allow her to stand upright,
nnd posgessing not pingle artiele of
Turniture, Hey bed wis formed of
Teuves, and she hod n few books of o
™ UE nature

When fiest dlgcovered it was with
great ditficalty that she conld bie mmds
Lo understund when spoken to, ns she
hail almost forgotten the use of speech:
but after a time it veturned to hey,
when she begeed sarnestly that they

would allow her o die in her mlgerabile
nbode To these requests, however,
they would not lsten, but conveyed
her 1o London, where, the wonderful

circumstances of her mode of living be.
Ing made Known, she excited universal
curiosity. Dorothens’ uncle, a very old
man., who for a number of vears past
had retired unon a comfortable for-
tune, hearing the name
nfien, resolved to travel to London to
ascertain whether it was hig nleee,
UTpon arriving there Dorothesa aquickly
recognized the venerable old man, and
consented to go home with him, but
she had not been at his house for more
than two days when she was attacked
by fever and shortly afterward died.

Her uncle did not long survive her, ns
they were both placed together in one
Erave on the same day,

- -

VETERAN AMONG BRIDGES,

Its l'uculi‘urliu'm- of Construction
Munke It n Curiosity.
From Lloyd's Newspaper

The trinngular bridge at Croyland, in
Lincolnshire, Is probably not only the
most anclent hridge In England, but on
account of its pecullar construction one
of the greatest curlosities in Europe. It
I8 built in the middle of the town at
the contluence of the Welland and the
Nene, The plan of the bridge s formed
by three squares and an equilateral tri-
ungle, about which they are placed. It
has three fronts, three thoroughfares
over and three under It. There are the
samenumberof abalments at cqual dis-
tances,from which rise three half arch-
e#, cach composed of three ribs mesting
in the venter at the top. 8een from any
point of view a pointed arch appears in
front .

Antiguures fanciful

-often writerg—

have suggested that the plece of ma-
sonry was bullt a8 an emblem of the
holy Trinity; for, though the bridge

pussesses ' three arches, 1L yetr properly
has but one groined arch. More matter-
of-fact archacloglcal authors hold the
Alructure to have been designed as a
sturting place for measuring ecclesias-
tical boundaries, With the additional
utility of forming a support for a mar-
ket crogs,

An exceptionally Interesting feature

of the bridge is a much weather-worn
effigy, Mz?n_ll,\' sald to be a repre-
gentation of King. Ethelbald, The rude-

ness of the deslgn.<the uncouthness of
the headdress and drapery, lead to the
conclusion of the efMigy belng o gen-
uine Baxon sculpture. Placed in a sit-
ting posture at the end of the gouth-
west wall, the fAgure 8 embellished
with u erown. In one of Eldred's char-
ters the triangular bridge at Croyland
wis mentioned, but that now existing
is supposed to be, from lis style of
architecture, of the time of Edward 1.
The statue munt b of much greater an-
tlquity, Croyland, ‘ten miles south of
Bpalding and elght and a half north of
Peterborough, should greatly interest
artlsls abd lovers of antigue assocla-
tions, i

mentionsd 2o |

| eanal bot Philip L,
had | :

During all |

CURIOUS HISTORY
OF PANAMA CANAL

The Big Project First Proposed Nearly
400 Years Ago.

AND PHILIP OF SPAIN OBJECTED

Active Operations Begum in 1881,
About #200,000,000 Already Exe
pended, and #£100,000,000 More
Will Be Needed Hetore the Giant
Task Is Completed-=The Railroad.

Joslahh B,
Journal

Bowditeh, in the Providence

The Mea of connecting the waters of
the Atlantic and Pacific by a canud
arross the Isthmus of Darien or Pana-
ma Is not & new one, Darien was one
of the sarllest Spanish settlementg on
the main land. In 1513 the conquistas
dor Balbon, governor of Darien, erossed
the isthmus with 290 men, and on the
2ith of September first caught sgight of

the vas: Paclific sein, A2 the two oceans
wera Jess than 0 nfles apnrt at the
narrowest part of the Isthmus, the
idea of outting a cunal across was
natural, As early as 1520 the pro-
Jeet was digcussed by Angel Baa-
vedri, A half century later two

Flemish enginesrs srrveved n route for
for political rea-
song  forbade digcussion of the suliject
on pain of death. After a time it came
o be helleved that the helght of the
Andes made gsuch an caterprise impos-
sille,

In 1826, however, a iine for such a
cannl was traced botween Pansma on
the Pacific and Portobelle on the At-
luntle., Tn 1529 Messra, Ldoyd and Fal-
mark, two English civil fmgineers, con-
dueted a serles of levellings for the Co-

lomblan government, and agcortained
that a brenk of =everal milés In the
great mountain chain made the canal
priject n feasible one.  Afterwards, be-
twern 156D and 1874 rercated surveys
were ntade by Wrench, ' English and
American engingers

The digcovery of gold in Californis
hurvied up matters, The tide of travel

46 foss the Isthimus eould nol wailt for
thae reallzation of the canal projoect, and
the Panamiik rallroad was built in 1855,

with American money, while this coun-
tiry entered into an agreement with the

Colombian government o protcel the
hipe from external or Interaal interfer-
eIIe.
DE LIEBSIIPS,
In 1870 an Interoceanle Caral con

gres= met in Pavls, under the ausplees
of Ferdinand de Lesscps, the famous
bullder of the Suez canal, and ap-
prave] of o route nearly pirillel w the
Tanama rallrosd, A French company
was formed by De Lisseps In 1880, and
having obtained a favorable franchis=
from Colombig, commenced operations
in 1541 The idea of thiz Amertean
cann! being controlled by France was
decidedly distasteful to the Amerlcan
pecple. Mr Blaine, then secretary of
gtated, dusted off the Monroe doctrine,
and proceaded to defy all ereation, in-
cluding Chile, but subsided when the
latier threatened to gsend a4 war vessel
or two to attack San Francisvo, The
Panama company meanwille looked
after 118 interests in this country, and,
by the liberal subsidization (as haa
been charged) of certain  influential
American journzls—notably In New
York—succeoded In maoafacturing an
interest, of Umited dimensions, favor-
ahble to this French enterprice,

As long as the money lasted digging
proceeded vigorousgly, Up to June 30,

1886, 772,045,412 francs, or nearly $150,-
000,000, had been expended, and the
funds were practically exhausted, It

was found, after & careful examination
by expert engineers, that nearly as
much more would be required to com-
plete the canal, and that even then the
Jocks would not be at the sea level, An
attempt to ralse a new loan of 600,000,-
000 francs in 1888 fajled, and the com-
pany went into liquidation, Operations
were suspended after March 15, 1880,

April 4, 1588, the Hquildator of the
company secured a prolongation of the
canual concessions from the Colombian
government for 10 years on condlition
that the new company to be formed
shopld resume work before Nov, 1, 1804,
and should pay over to the government
17,000,000 francs in money or stocks. The
new French company was Incorporated
in October, 1884, and work was réesumed
“pro forma."

PRESENT BTATUS,

The new company has a capltal of 85,-
000,00 francs (nearly $13,000,000), five
millions of which have been glven to
the Colomblan government, while twen-
ty millions 14 to be pald to the lHguida-
tion €old company )or the acquisition
of the Panama rallroad In case the
completion of the canal I8 found im-
practicable,

As soon as half of the capital 32..
500,000 francs, has been expended, a
commission of engineers, chosen half
by the new company and half by the
lquidation, will exumine the work done
and decide upon the practicabliity of
the completion of the canal, The situa-
tion is, therefore, this: After an ex-
penditure of nearly 3200000000 by the
old company, funds falled, and the
company waent Into liquidation. The
new company has ralsed $12,000,000 for
experimental purposes. If the report of
the commission |s unfuvorable,, §5,000,000
nearly all that is then left of the origl-

nal $13.000,000, will be pald the old come-
puny for full ownership of the Panama
ruilvoad, and the canal project will be
abandoned by the company.

The lguldation has made a free
transfer to the new company, of all
rights and concessions, all work done,
all machinery and materlal on hand,
and 68,000 shares of the Tanama rail-
road. This Is done In consideration
that, upon the completion of the canal,
the two companles shall share half and
half in the profits, after the payment
of & per cent, Interest upon the capltal
expended (n completing the work.

The wages of employes and laborers
having been reduced, they begun a
strike In January, 1885, Threaie were
made to destroy Calin (Aspinwall) and
destroy the railrond property  unlesa
Hving wages were pald, The outbreak
of a revolutlon about this time ine
creased lawlespness, and weakened the
abllity of the government to protect
canal and rallroad property. Three at-
tempts were made to burn Colon. The
strike on the rallroand and canal con-
tinued and the mechanics also went out
many of them leaving the country In
April.

WORK RESUMED,

By July the strikers began to weaken
and many laborers resumed work at
the old wages, and In August the com-
pany prepared to réesume operations in
CUITIeSsE, Artlsans were hired and a
guard of Columbla soldlery was distri-

buted along the lne at a coet to the
company of $10,000 a month.
Work was begun by the new come-

pany In November, 1884, on the summit
of the Culehra, on the line of water-
sher between the two oceans, At the
latest reports, s cut of about four miles
in length, three-fourths of which Is on
the Atlantie, and one-fourth on the
Pacific slope, had been made, The ex-
cavation has an average depth of about
§0 feet, and it is about 50 feet wide at
the bottom, Some 1,700,000 cubje feet
of earth has thus far been removed at
this point, The work Is belng prose-
cuted with laborers imported from the
West Indies and West Africa,
Competent engineers estimate that
100,000,000 will he needed to complete
the project. At the beginning of the
present year dredging was in progress
to deepen the harbor at Colon, 8o that
ghips of the largest size could reach
the wharves and unlond cargoes di-
rectly into the cars Inftead of unlond-

| ing by lighters, as Is necessary at the

prexent time, This imoortant Improves
ment will, it is expected, be completed
by the end of the prosent year. Some-
what similar work i= now heing done

at the port of Lin Buca, the Pacific
terminus of the proposed canal A
great metallie pier, which Is being
built, will allow the transter of goods

from ship wo ship
The Panama rallroad was sold to the

Canal company early in the elghties,
although the United States j=  still
bound to guard It from all harm., A

trifiie of nearly $100,000,000 p year goes
over this 46-mile road, and its stock
has always been quoted above par. The
roads Income will doubtless fall off
somewhat when the canal is completed
but holders of the road's stock do not
as yel see cause for worriment.

WE MAKE
A SPECIALTY OF

OYSTERS

Fancy Rockaways, East
Rivers, Maurice River
Coves, Mill Ponds, &e., &c.
Leave your order for Blue
Points to be delivered on
the half shell in carriers.

WK PIERGE PERN AVE. NARKET

Webster’s
International
Dictionary

Sueeesaor af the * Mnabridged.
The One Great Standard Authority,
)

Bo writes o, 1.0, Brewer,
Jsthca U B, Supreme Court.

Standard
of the V. &, oyt Printing
OMee, e UL 8. Sapreine
Uourt, all the Stais 50
e C OIS 0f near
lr all the Bchoolbooks,
Warmly
Commended
hy Stute ‘-iupt'ltnh-nulrnlu
of schwols, Collegn 1o -
denta midutler wators
almost without number,
Invaluable
fi the househiold, and s
the weacher, lu-lm\nr, pre
fesplonal man, and welf-
ednentor,

W= Spectmen pages sent on application to

Springficld, Mass.
P CAUTION, Do not be deceived in
) —————— buying small so-called
""Webster's Dictionaries.” All anthentio
nhridgmotts of Webster's Infernational Dietion
ary dn the vilrious sides bear our trade.nuaek on
the front cover as shownin the cuts,

Taking Inventory and decided to sell all
of our

ODDS and ENDS

— O —

Hats

FOR——

$1.00

Look in our show cise; you will And §2.00
and S2.50 Hats amongst them,

CONRAD’S. -
A GREAT OFFER

)

Germania Wine Callursy

Hammondsport and
Rheims, N. Y.

We are determined

SOFT
and
ALPINE

g W oun see 0o belter wa

of dolog this thun by sell-
ng them & oase of our
goods, contalning eleven
hotties of wine mod one
tottle of our extra flue
R doubie - distilled Urape
drandy, al one-hull 1ty ao-
tuil cons.  Upon re-
celpt of $6.00 wa
will send to any
remdenof this per
ons  cuse  of our
goods, all fArst-olass
and put up in ale
wunt style, sssorted
an follows:

1 qt. bot. Grand Ime-
perial Seoc Chame-
pagne,

1 qL bot

1 ql. bot

1 qt. bot

Mt hot,

Law bis.

at. bot

qt. bot.
qL bot,
at. hot,
qt. bot,

i bot,

abaiin,

q@i. hot.
randy.

‘l'l:l.n offer s mades
mulnly to introduce
our Orand Imperial
Sec Champagne und
our flne doubledin-
tilled Grape Brandy This case of goods is
efMored al aboul one-hulf Its wetual M et and
It will please us if oar friends and | Wrons
will tuke ndvantage of this und Lplp us lotre-
duce our goods,

Delnware,
Riesling.
fokay
Sweel Cae

Hherry.
Kivira
Niagars
Angellon,
Port.
Hwoel lo-

[ —

Ilm. Giraps

Wells Light

giving a 2,000 candle power light
from Kerosene oil.

OVER 10,000 IN USE.

Invaluable for Engineers, Iron Found-

ers, Contractors, Builders, Mines,
Collieries, Street Railways, ete

NNTIONAL SUPPLY & METAL GO. Aois

M. E KEELEY, Managor.

700 West Lackawanna Ave., Scranton, Pa.

Telephone 3954,




