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Cause of the Terrible Disaster IS
Still in Doubt.

THE TORPEDO THEORY POPULAR

It Thus Far Secms to B¢ the Most Plausible
Solution of the Sad Affa_lr.

A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION WILL BE MADE

Suggestions That an Infernal Machine Might Have Been
Placed in the Coal Bunkers Will Be Given Proper
Attention—List of the Survivors and Victims of the
Disaster So Far as Known by the Officers.

Washington, Feb, 17.—80 far ag any-
thing oMclal is concerned, the cause
of the Malne catastrophe at this
writing a matter purely of speculation
and conjecture. Rumors and theories
fnnumerable follow upon each other,
but it 1s almost sure that the exact
cause of the explosion wiil
known until after the officlal investi-
gation, and perhaps not then, if the
damage should have been so gEreat as
to leave no clue for a satisfactory so-
lution,

Early in the day came a dispatch
from Madrid which created much in-
terest, It was to the effect that Pre-
mier Bagasta had had an important
conference with the minister of ma-
vine, Rear Admiral Bermejo, on the
subject of the voyage of the first class
armored cruiser Viscaya to the United
Siates, It is said at the Madrid min-
istry of marine that a long telegram
in cipher has been sent to Senor du
Bose, the Spanish charge d'affaires at
Washington, directing him to give in-
structions of a precise character to the
commander of the Viscaya so soon as
that vessel reaches the American coast,
%0 that he may be prepared to avoid
iull eventualities,

The charge d'affalres may go pergon-
ally to New York to deliver these ine
structions,

At Key West the anthracite conl
supply for the United States warships
is being overhauled In a search for
Infernal machines, It I pointed out,
however, that the Maine took her cogl
un board there o week ugo, nnd it is
not lkely that the mechanism of any
Informal instrument would delay ace
tion 8o long.

Captain Bradford, chief of the bu-
reau of equipment, says that the coal
taken on there was anthracite, “which
I8 no more subject to apontaneous Com=
bustion than a plle of stopes.”

This coal I8 kept at Key West he-
hind a picket fence, very much ex-
posed to any evil-minded person who
might desire to conceal a bomb therein,
something which could only he effect-
ed with great difficulty after the coal
was storéd in the bunkers.

A late dispatch from Key West says
that a number of the oMcers and men
who were aboard the Maine at the
time of the explosion have been Inter-
viewed, and that it Is thelr unanimous
opinion that it was due to some Inter=-
lor cause and not the result of the ex-
plosion of the torpedo on the outside,
Admiral Sicard telegraphed Scocretary
Long from Key West today that in the
opinion of Lieutenant John Hood, of
the Maine, who had arrived from Ha-
vana, the Malne could never again be
utilized as a =hip,

LIST OF BURVIVORS.

The first dispateh of the day direct
from Captain Sigsbee reached the navy
department at 220 p. m, It gave the
list of survivors, Injured and unin-
Jured. Omitting names already sent by
Forsythe, from Key West, the list of
Captain Bigsbee I8 as follows, those
followed with interrogation marks be-
Ing unidentified from the depurtment’s
muster rolls:

Men uninjured now at Havann:

C JH. Bullock, Fraonk Rush
W. Anthony.

Men injured now at Havana:
Henry Joctson (7)., Alfred J.
Juhn M. Hurbert, J. MeDovite, Willlum
Anderson, Benjamin R, Wilbar, T, J.
Witers, M. V. Weber, A, Anderaon, Goo,
Koebler, A. N, Verlckson, Henry Will-
lams, J. Willlams., J. E. White, Thomus
Mack, F. Cofftee, W. Allen, Duanlel Crook
D. F. Cahill, Fred Jernse (7, (.
Bmith, J. 8. Hea, A. B, Hernoas, J
Haoftron, J, F. Bloumer, H. Jolhnson (%,
Carl Mathlason, C. F. Plicher, F. Choli-
ger (1), P. Loftus, X, MeManus (7), W,
Mattison, James Rowe, A. Tlullon (7,

Carlos A. Fobotale

in

not bhe

K., Kushidn,

Halland,

Captaln Bigsbee adds that he cannot
e gure of correct initinls

The tollowing wWAs recelved from the
niavy department at 345 p. m. (rom
Captain Slgsbue:

General Blanco called on me person-
ally at the hotel last night, unid plun
the muavor of the c¢lity. They have
requested mo to permit the governs
ment here to glve a public burial to
the dead alrvady found in order that
publle sympathy may be expresscd
thereby and due honor shown the
dead. Ground for the burial has beon
socured. It Is ussumed that | am ex-
pected by the depariment 1o bury the
dosd here? In fact would be Impracs
ticable o transport remains to the
United Btates Means and facllities
pre lacking. 1 have aceepled the of-
for of the authorities and thore will
be & public funeral at % o'clock toduy.
All here from the Maine will go; also
n delegution from the Fern, Fifteen
bodies recovered during operations.

| Hanry

Jparations
wuorther.

provenied by rough

In answer, Secretary
following:

Long sent the

Telegram recelved and action ap-
proved. Express to Captain General
Blanco and to the mayor and people
of Havana the thanks of this depart-
ment and Its cppreciation of thelr ou-
tlon In extending the honors you have
roported to those lost on hoard the
Mubne.

MARINES ON BOARD,

The navy department this afternoon
gave out & final and complete list of
the marines on board the Maine, in-
cluding the lost and the survivors, as
follows:

Willinm Anthony,
at Huvana,

Sergeant Mechan and Privates Galvin,
Lutz and McKay, uninjured, now st Key
West; Corporal F. P. Thompson and Pri-
vates MeDevitt and Grimon, slightly

Thé following are given as “belleved
hurt, now at Key West.
to be lost™:

Private H. A. Van Horn, Corporal Jo-
soph Schoen, Priviate John MeDermott,
Private J. J. Jardan, Private John Ben-
rett, First Bergeant Henry Wagner, Ber-
geunt J. T. Brown, Privates Henry E,
Pto.k. Edward B. Bumun, A. V. War-
ren, Willlam MeGuinness, John Coffee,
Frunk Kelly, C. H, Lemitt, I'. A. Losko,
A. C. Wills, BE. J. Xean, Joseph Strong-
man, ¥. B, Timpany, M. J. Downing, .
E. Johnson, V. H. Bottling, James H.
Roberts, Paul Loftus, F. J, Newman,
George Bros=non, Copropal J. R, Burns,
Corporal A. H. Richter, Drummer J, H.
Dierking, Fifer C, H. Newton,

private, uninjured,

The depurtment received this afier-
noom from Captain Forsyihe at Key
West the fullowing detalled dispateh,
showing those survivors of the Maine
who are now at Key Wost:

Cuptain Slgabee reports that the tfols
lowing named officers snd men were
saved from the Mailne, and arc at hey
Wost:

Uninjured men, fifteen; Peter Molkel-
son, Sei,; Charles Galpin, private mar-
ini; Thomas Melville, C. P,; Mlehael Lun-
nihan, L. D. 8. ; Peter Larsen, Sea.; Muar.
tin Heden, 8Sea,; Louls Morinere, 8o,
Alonzo Willis, App.; John Turpin, M. ALL;
Woestmore Harris, M. At Michasl Mee-
han, sergeant U, 8 M. C.; Edward Me-
Kay, private 1. 8. M. . Fresonanl Owa,
M. ALt Dan G, Toppin, W, IR, Caok, Jo-
seph Luts, private U, B, M. C.

Men slightly hurt, twenty-six: Frank
G, Thompson, Corp. M. €.} Chester Gor-
mond, private M, €.; John Herbery, Ord.
Fea, s George Schwartz, ship's cook; Al-
fred Johnson, 8ea.; W, H. Thompson, L,
D, 8., Charles Bergman, Bts, Mate;
MeCann, Sea.; Walter B, Rich-
ards, App.; Arthur Rau, Sen.; Joseph H,
Wane, L. D, B Willium MceDevitt, pri-
vivte M. C.; John I Load, M. A A.}
Chavles Lohman, ¢ P.; Willinm Gartrell,
fireman: Osear Anderson, Coxs.; Alfred
Hallberg, Coxs.: John Panck, fireman;
Goeorge Davis, Bea.; Ambrose Ham, App.;
James Williams, 4. Mate.; Henry Wili-
lome, cabin cook. Henry Teackle., Bea.:
Thomns J. Durchan, L. D, B.: Wil
¢, MeNair, Ord. Sea,; Michael Flynn, Sea,

Men gcriously hurt, five: Chos Christ-
innson, fireman; Patrick J, Foley, Anp.o
Gonrge Fox, 1. 1. B.; Robert Hurchins,
L. . 8.; G, J. Dressler, Apn.

Of the men seriously hurt. Foley is con
glderad to be the only ane In nny danger,
The lst has been compliled by Lieuten-
unt Jungern and myself carefully, and 1s,
1 think, correct.

The following is the list of the oflicers
of the Maine now at Key West, all un-
injured

Liesutenant Jchn Hood, Lieutenant Carl
Jungen, Lisutenant George P, Hlow, Lieu.

tenant George J, Blunden; Past Assist-
ant Engineer F. P, Bowers: Asslstant
Engineer J. R. Morrls, Naval Cadet
Bironson, Naval Cadet P, Washington,

Nuval Cadet D, F. Boyd, First Licutenant
Catlin, marine corps; Boatswaln E, F.
Larkin, Gunner J. Hill, Carpenter George
Helms, Pavmaster's Clerk MeCarthy.

The state department this afternoon
received the following dispateh from
Consul Genernd Les:

Merritt in junlor ofllcers’ mess room,
Jenking In ward room mecs room ki
the time of explosion. Latter left be-
fore wn oMcer who was sived. Must
have gone the wrong way. Lights out
immediately end water rushing in.
Moerritt got to hateh with Naval Cadet
Hoyd. Ladder gone Bovd elimbed
through wnd tried to pull Merrit wp,
bt latter left o hig hands, fell back
nnd was drowned, Bodies of these
officers rot yet found, possibly 1n
wreck, Sallors' funernl today at 2
Wil be an immense prodession

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE,
The most important news of the day

was (he appolntment of the naval
committee and the announcement that
It would forthwith proceed 10 Havana
to " Investigate the explosion, The
beard 18 eomposed of Captaln Willam
T. Bampson, of the lows; Captain F.
E. Chadwick, of the New York; Lieu-
tenant Commander Bohroeder, of the
Massachusetts, and Lieutenant Com-
mander Marix, of the Vermont.

They have full authority to make the
most searching Inquiry into the cause
of the explosion

It is probable that the fumilies of the

OF TH

E FATE OF

vietims of the disaster will be cared for
by the governameni as were the survive
ors of thise whn wees logt In the Ba-
moan hurricane several years ago,when
i American officers and sallors were
Jost from the Nipele, Vandalla and
Trenton, which were wrecked on that
oceasion,

Iepresentative MceClellan, of New
York, Introduced a joint resolution ap-
proprinting $150,000 for thi= purpose in
the house today,

LIEUT, BLANDIN'S ACCOUNT.

Thrilling Narrative Relnted by One ot
the Officers of the Maine.

Key West, Peb, 17.~Lieutenant John
H. Blandin_ of Baltimore, one of the
Malne's survivors, who is at the Key
West hotel, gave the correspondent of
the Associated Presg thie evening a
succilant account of the disaster, say-
ing that not until now bad he been
able to recollect the sequence of events
In the awinl ten minutes following the
explosion Tuesday evening. Lieuten-
ant Blandin was on the Trenton at the
time of the terrible disaster off Samoa
in 1880 when American and Germin
viessels lost 244 men all-told,

Licutenant Blandin says: 1 was on
wateh, and when the men had heen
piped below, I lookad down the main
hateches and over the side of the ship.
Everything was absolutely normal,

“T walked aft to the quarter deck be-
hind the rear turret as i= allowed after
eight in the evening, and sat down on
the portalde, where I remalinaed for @
fow minutes, Then for gome reéason
1 cennot explain to myself now, I
moved to the starboard side and sat
down there. I wag feeling a bit glum
and In fact wag go qulist that Lieuten-
ant Hood came up and asked loughineg-
Iy if [ was asleep, 1 sald, no, 1 am on
wateh,

“Searcely had I spoken when there
came @ dull, sullen roar, Would to
God thiat | could blot outl the sound and
the gscenes that followed, There came
& <harp explosion—some 2ay numerous
L
detonations~I remeniber only one, It
seemed to me that the sound came
from the port side forward., Then came
a perfect rain of misglles of all de-
scriptions, from huge pleces of cement
to blovks of wood, steel rallings, frag-
ments of gratings, and all the debris
that would be detachable in an ex-
plosion,

“1 was struck on the head by a plece
of cement and knocked down, but I was
not hurt, and got to my feet in a mo-
ment. Lieutenant Hood had run to the
poop, and I supposed. as 1 followed,
he was dazed by the shock and about
to jump overboard, I hailed him and
he answered that he had run to the
poop 1o help lower the boats, When |
got there, though scarce a minute
cnuld kave elapsed, T had to wade in
witer to my Knees and almost instant-
ly the quarter deck was awash. On
the poop I found Captain Sigshee, as
conl as if at a ball, and soon all the
officers except Jenkins and Merritt
Joined us, The poop was above water
after the! Maine settled to the hottom.
Captaln Sigsbee ordered the launch and
eig lowered, and the officers and men,
wha by this time had assembled, gol
the boats out, and rescued @ nurhber
in the water. Cantain Sigshes ordered
Lieut.-Commander Wainwrlght  for-
ward to see the extent of the damace
and if anything could he done to rescie
those forward or to extingulsh the
flames, which followed close upon the
explosion and burned fiercely as long
as there was any combustibles above
water to feed them,

THE LAST SAD ORDER.

“Lieutenant Commander Walnwright
on his return reported the total wand
awful character of the calamity, und
Captain Sigsbee gave the last sad or-
der, "Abandon ship,"” to men overs
whelmed with grief Indeed, but calm
and apparently unexcited,

“Meantime four boats from the
Spanish crulser Alfonso XIII, arrived,
to be followed soon by two from the
Ward line steamer City of Washington,
The two boats lowered first from the
City of Washington were found to be
riddled with flying dehrisa from the
Maine and unfit for use. Captain
Sigsbee was the last man to leave his
vessel and left In his own glg.

“I have no theories as to the cause
of the explosion. 1 cannot form any.
An examination by divers may tell
something to a court of Inguiry. I,
with others, had heard that the Ha-
vana harbor was full of torpedoes, but
the officers, whose duty It was to ex-
amine into that, reported that they
found no signs of any. Personally, I
do not believe the Spanish had any-
thing to do with the disaster, Time
may tell, I hope o,

"We were In a delicate position on
the Maine so far as taking any pre-
cautions was concerned, We were
friends In a friendly, or alleged friend-
ly port, and could not fire upon or
chall nge the approach of any boat
bourding us unless convineed that her
intention was hosatlle,

"l wish to heaven T could forget it.
I have been in two wrecks and have
had my share, Bug the reverberations
of that sullen, yel resonant roar, as if
the bottom of the sea was groaning In
tarture, will haunt me for many days,
and the reflection of that plllar of
fNames comes to me even when 1 close
my eyea"

Later reports today from the wound-
ed show them to be doing well, excent
Patrick Foley, whose skull I8 frac-
tured, Tt is feared he will die.

The afficers from the Maine here are
&t the hotels or are quartered with
nrmy or navy friends, and the seamen
and otheérs have boen provided for at
the barracks or hisve heen sent to the
crulser New York.

A distribution of clothing will be
made to them a8 soon &s possible. The
officers can buy all they want here in
the way of elothing.

OFFICERS ARE RETICENT

Regarding the explosion, the ofMicers
of the Malne are reticent, They are
evidently under orders to keep quiet on
the subject, but the men talk more
freely, and they are almost unanimous
In insiting that the explosion was
caused by a large torpedo planted be-
fore the Mualne arrived at Havana.

The naval men here say that would
be possible, but s not likely. 'The
anchorage of the Maine was designated
by & buoy and the location of the buoy

e

was fixed by the harbor ofMoclals, 1t
I8 added that any ofMicials perfoectly
posted ae to currents and tides might
plant a torpedo at night, so that under
certain conditions of tide it would be
under the forward part of the Maine
ag she swung to her moorings. Once
planted, It Is further stated, such a
torpedo could be exploded from the
shore or from & boat at any time fixed
upon by those in the secret, All this,
however, & regarded as being unlikely
to occur, and as belng almost impos-
gible without the collugion of Spanish
officials,

The Maine, according to the reports
recelved here, was split open forward,
therefare, It Is added, it ls difficult to
see how such a result could be ate
tained by a torpedo from the outside,
and therefore it 18 pointed that the
explosion seems to have come from
within, although the keys of the maga-
zines were Iin the hands of Captain
Slgebhee at 8 p. m,

WHAT DID CONGOSTO MEAN ?

Warmned Genernl Lee That Tronble
Would Follow Visit of the Muine,
New York, Feb, 17.—8ylvester Scovel

wires the World from Havana:

“1 ghall now quote what Secretary
Congosto, then the acting governor
general, or fulfilling the functions of
that responsible position, sald to me
the night before the Malne had ar-
rived. Torsv]l General Lee had told
him that afternoon that a warship
would come.

“Congosta belligerently
leneral Lee then said:

“Rememoer, If any trouble does a¢-
cur, 1 shall have the whole fleet here
In fouy huurs,”

“Shortly after 1 saw Secretary Con-
gosto, and he was very mad,. He was
ulgo indiserect, He saild to me:

“If your people would oniy lét us
alone it would all right, Spain has put
up with more than any other nation
would have done. I have warned you
that there will be trouble if the Maine
comes here, Now brimg your ships
here, If vou want war you can have
it. You will find 8paln hasn't' forgot-
ten how to fizht.'

“I tooik irese words at the time as
the angry utterances of an overtaxed
diplomat. Now they seem to mean
something,

“Two dayve ago a Bpanish daily here
claimed Senor e Lome wrote his fa-
mous letter and caused Its capture be-
cause he saw no gain in further delay-
img a hreak Lelween the two governs
ments,'”

objected,

OPINION OF A GUNNER.

Eilmer Meilstrnp Thought the Harbor
of limvana Contnined Torpedoes,
Detroft, Mich.,, Feb, 17.—A special

from Bay City, Mich., says:

A letter was received today from El-
mer Mellstrup, gunner on the battle-
ship Malne, dated Feb, 11, in which
Mellstrup wrote that he would not be
surprised if they should be blown up
any day: that the ship was surrounded
with torpedoes and could not leave
the harbor without consent and direc-
tion of the Spanish authorities,

Meijlstrup's letter says:

“The Spanlards have a couple of gun-
bhoats and a crulser and there are two
German gunbonts, The guns of Moro
castle are pointed at us as 1 write
The whole bottom of the harbor Is
covered with torpedoes g0 that if they
did not want to let us out we would
not be able to go very well, We are
Iying between the Spanish and German
men-of-war, and they have picket
boats out all nlght watching us"

In a letter of Feb, T Mellstrup says:

“1 do not lopok for any trouble un-
less something very unexpected should
happen.”

In a letter of Jan. 12 Meilstrup tells
of an aceldent aboard the cruiser Mar-
blehead, when five men were Injured.
Commenting, he sald:

“It i& a wonder some of the ships
don’'t blow up, they are so careless,”

QUEEN REGENT'S SORROW.

Genernl Woodford Thanks the Ade
mirnity tor Conrtesies Extended,
Madrid, Feb, 17—The queen regent

presided at 4 cablnet meeting today,

The subject chiefly discussed was the

loss of the battleship Maine. The min-

Ister for forelgn affairs, Senor Cullon,

read o disputech on the subject from

Washington and the queen regent ex-

presged sorrow at the catastrophe,

The Bpanish warship Viscayva will, it
I# sald, recelve her final Instructions
“hy semiphore'” before she enters New
York harbor,

There I8 much comment here at the
alleged dispatch of a United States
torpedo flotilla to Havana from Key
West.

A Spanish minister, who declines to
have his name used, sald to the cor-
respondent of the Associated Press
here today: “All the official dispatches
agree that the loss of the Maine was
due to an accldent. We Keenly regret
that the jingo element, with palpable
bad falth, are endeavoring to make
capital out of the catastrophe,'

The United States minlster, General
Woodford, accompanled by his secre-
tary and the naval attache of the
United States legation, called at the
admiralty today to thank the govern-
ment for the proofs of conslderation It
has given and for the assistance of the
Spaniards of Havana in saving the sur-
vivors of the Malne,

CONDITION OF THE SHIP,
Ouly the End of the Main Mastsa e
mnin Above Water,

Havana, Feb. 17—The night of the
dlsister to the Maine a lght wind from
the southwest was blowing and she
hnd her head pointed in & southeasterly
direction, She was moored In about
12 metres of water forward and drew
about 13 metres  aft, The Soanish
eruiser, Alfonso XIII, was about 200
metres from the Amerlcan hattleship

The correspondent of the Assoviated
Press was In the cable office filing o
message when the erplosion occurred,
He saw from the window of that office
a great column of fre shooting up-
wards, llke o blg bluge of fire works,
and he hu cded to the wharet and (o the
guarters of Admiral Manterola By
that tme the correspondent could see

the flames extending over the whole

#hip, and a few moments after the
Maine gank.
The explosion =so0 disjointed and

twisted the battleship that her remains
now appear llke a plle of wreckage.
All the upper deck structure, turrets
and guns are in 4 heap, and one boller
has been blown out of Its place and at
2 o'clovk yesterday afternoon was still
smoking.

The foremast and bow of the Malne
have collapsed, and now only the end
of her main masts remaln above water.

The boats of the Spanish crulser Al-
fonso XIIL. have pleked up a quantity
of wreckage, including boats and a
flag, and today ten more bodles were
found in the harbor and taken to the
morgue, It i& Impossible to identify
them.

Captain Bigebee went on board the
Alfonso XIII, yesterday and thanked
the Spanish commander, Captain Man-
uel Ellas, for the services the Spanish
sallors had rendered on the occasion
of the great disaster,

Contrary to reports current yester-
day, the divers have not yet made any
Investigation of the wreck, and the
general opinion expressed In Spanish
circles is that the exploslon occurred
Inside the Malne,

FUNERAL OF THE VICTIMS.

Fings on Public Hulldings at Hall
Mast and Many Honses Deaped.
Havana, Feb, 17.—=The Interment of

the martyrs of the Maine took place
thig afternoon. The flags on the pub-
lHe bulldings were at half-mast, and
many of the houses were draped In
mourning., All classer were represent-
¢#d in the throngs that filled the streets
along which the funeral procession
passed to the cemetery.

The order of the procession was as
follows: The municipal guards on
horseback In full uniform; the city
fire brigade, the municipal employes,
the alderman in seven splendidly dec-
orated cars, special carg bearing the
remaing, the clergy, deputations con-
sisting of the chlef otlicers of the army,
navy and the volunteers, representa-
tives of various official bureaus, a com-
mittee representing the chamber of
commerce, a delegation representing
the grocers, the council of administra-
tion, representatives of the treasury,
the press and various political organi-
zatlons, then the chief officers of the
Maine, the representatives of forelgn
governments, the city magistrates with
their mace bearers, provineclal deputies,
employes of the general and regional
Autonomic governments, the municipal
mace bearers, then General Parrado,
with four alde-de eamps, representing
Captain General Blance (whose per-
sonal presence was not allowable un-
der the law), having on his right
United States Consul General Lee, and
on his left the mayor of Havana; the
Marquis Lerrinanga, Admiral Monter-
ola, Genernl Salano and other officers;
two companies of marines and in-
fantry.

The funeral music was furnished by
the bands of the Isabel la Catolica and
Porto Rien battalions, which accoms-
panied the bodies.

THE VIZCAYA'S ARRIVAL.

Du Bose Ordered to Prepare Her for
Eventunlities.

Madrid, Feb. 17.—The premier, Senor
Sagusta, bas had an important con-
ference with the minlster of marine,
Rear Admiral HBermejo, on the subject
of the voyage of the frst-cluss arm-
ored crulser, Vizeaya, to the United
States. It is sald at the ministry of
Maine that a long telegram In cipher
has peen sent to the Spanigh charge
d'affalres, at Washington, Senor Du
Bose, directing him to give Instructions
of a precise character to the command-
er of the Vizcaya, so soon as that
vesael reaches the American coast, ‘8o
that he may be prepared to avoid all
eventualities."

It is Impossible that the charge d'af-
faires will personally go to New York
to deliver the instructions referred to,

Washington, Feb, 17.—8enor Du
Bose, Spanish charge d'antaires, has
heard nothing in regard to the Midrid
cable relative to the Vizeaya. It was
expected that this battleship would
arrive In New York today or tomor-
row, and would remain twoe or three
days before proceedinig to Havana,
The Legation i8 algo without Informa-
tion concerning the reported note of
Spaln cloging the De Lome incldent,

MAINE WENT TO FIQHT.

Gun Crews MKendy for Hattle on
Reaching Havana.

Reading, Pa., Feb. 17—Frank An-
drews, aged 26, of Reading, Is one of
the seamen on the [ll-fated ecrulser
Maine, and today, almost simultane-
ously with the news of the disaster, a
letter was received here from him by
his brother, He says:

“When the Malne received orders to
proceed to Havana we saw that all our
guns were in good order; coylinders
filled, shot and shell broke out and the
decka almost cleared for aotion, Every-
thing was ready for business and we
turned In for a couple of hours’ sleep.
We sighted Cuba at daylight, and all
hands were goon on deck.

“We had heard the Spaniards would
fire on us, 0 wWe were prepared to re-
turn it with interest. Our ordera were
to ¢enter Havana, and it had o be done,
go there was no half-wiy about any-
thing on this outfit, As we steamed
in under the guns of Moro Castle we
calculated how long It would take us
Lt sllence It

“Our turret gun crews were standing
at thelr guns under the turrets, out of
slght, of course, while the rest of the
vrow was lounging around the deck,
but ut the first shot from the Spanish
they would have soon found thelp
places, and we could have shown them
one of the nestest Yankee tricks that
was ever played, However, nolhing
hoppened, and we steamed in and
moved to a buoy .

“We kept the ship ready for action
untll United States Consul General Lee
came on board, He looked proud, and,
planking his foot down on deck, ex-
cintmed: ‘At last!" We stlll keep our
ammunition ready and stand night
watches, ready for business at a mo-
ment's notlee."

THE MAINE

Capt. Sigsbee Had No Warning of
Torpedoes in Havana Harbor.

THE DENIAL OF A COMMON RUMOR

Commander of the Mainc Had No Knowledge of
His Destination at the Time of Departure.

THE LOCATION OF ALL TORPEDOES A SECRET

Their Presence Known Only to the Spanish Officers—The
Wounded Sailors at Havana Will Be Looked After by
Clara Barton—Visit of the Vizcaya—State Department
Receives Many Messages of Condolence.

Washington, Feb, 17, ~Yesterday Cap-
tain Sigsbee suggested to the navy de-
through the communder at
Key West, that it would be well to de-
tall g lighthouse tender or
small eraft to wateh over the wreck
of the Msaine, As the upper warks arc
ahove water in places and much valu-
able property is thus exposed, the de-
partment has acted upon the sugges-
tion and has authorized one of the ves-
sels now at Havana, the Mangrove,
probably, to be used for the purpose.
It Is sald at the department that the
naval court of Inqulry which Is to in-
vestigate the disaster can scarcely as-
semble for the work at Havana before
next Monday, Lieutenant Commander
Marix, who left Washington at 11
o'clock this morning, can hardly reach
Key West before the end of the week,
and as the board must prepare itself for
the work before leaving Key West, a
day 18 little time enough for that and
the transportation to Havana, It is
not yet known where the board will
hold 1ls sessiong at Havana, and this
detall has been left for Admiral Bicard

to fix. It may be held at one of the
hotels or perhaps on board the Ward
line stearner, the tender Fern, or the
const survey steamer Bache,

The navy department authorizes a
denial of the statement attributed to
Captain Sigebee, that he recommended
to the department before he salled for
Havana that no other ship than the
Maine beé sent to Havana, because the
harbor was too dangerous, owing to
the number of torpedoes planted in the
bottom,

As a matter of fact, Captain Sigsbee
had not the slightest hiat given him
that his ship was to bhe selected for the
visit twelve hourg before his departure.
He was then at Key West doing patrol
work and had gone (o join the squad-
ron at Tortugas before the telegraph
orders of the departument for his ship
reached Key West. The telegram was
dispatched after him by means of the
torpedo boat Ericeson, and was deliv-
ered to him at Tortugas that night.
Hefore daylight his ship was on the
way to Havana and there was no cor-
respondence with the depavtment be-
yond the acknowledgment of the or-
dery,

REGARDING TOHPEDOES.

As to the statement relative to the
number of torpedoes planted in Ha-
vana harbor, it |2 said at the navy de-
partment that nobddy aside from the
Spanish ofMficers in Havana knows what
has been done to protect the harbor In
that manner, It I8 customary to di-
vide all great harbors into sgections
and in plans of coast defense to assign
plang for torpedoes on the bottom at
certain Intervals, The location of these
torpedoes is kept a profound secret,
only a few officers of the army being
entrusted with the knowledge, 1f their
tocation were known it would be easily
for an attacking enemy to remove or
explode them without causing harm to
their own vessels, It is not usual to
keep torpedoes actually in their berths
in the water In times of peace; they
are placed in the posgitlons assigned
to them only as & wur measure, There
are some exceptions to this rule, for
instance at Hong Kong, where the tor.
pedoes are at all times kept in posi-
tion, and it may be presumed that the
pame precaution has been taken in
Havana harbor to guard against an
unexpected rald by a swift steamer
that might fall into the hands of the
insurgents. These torpedoes are not of
the contact type, as are the torpedoes
that are set to go off upon the toud h
of the hull of a vessel passing over
them, but are arranged to be exploded
only hy means of electric currents sent
from shore by burled wires These
fixed torpedoes are really mines and
cartying much larger chargee than the
small automobile torpedoes discharged
from the torpedo tubes of W arships,

VISIT OF THE VIZCAYA.

In view of the near approad h to New
Yorl: of the Spanlsh warship which has
coused 80 much comment, although It
has been explained semi-officially that
she I8 merely returning the courtesy
exhibited In the sending of the Mainpe
to Havana, It may be proper to stale
that the naval regulations provide for
a proper reception to the ship. The
commandant at the navy yard, Admir-
al Bunce, will look after the necessary
tormalities. A salute will he exchang-
el with the ship by the shore forts and
a paval officer will be sent from the
na.y yard to board the visitor and ex-
tend! to him the courtesies of the port,
An anfhorage will be polnted out and

partment,

some such

all proper precautions will be taken to
make the stay of the ship sale and
comfortible, It Is proldble that she
will lie in the North river naval ans-
chorige unless she veceives other or-
ders from the Bpanish legation,

The officialg at the pavy department
devated the day to the effort to cors
rect the lista of living and dead and
to answering rrantic telegraphic up-
peals from relatives of men on the hat-
tlezhip, The disposition of the surviv-
ors has been arranged for as well as
could be from this distance, The
wounded sallors In Havana, when not
in condition to be brought hack to Keyv
West, will Le carefully louked aftor hy
Miss Clara Barton, who has been glven
ecarte blanche to buy any and every-
thing necessary.

As for the Maine herself, notwith«
standing discouraging reports as to her
condition, the navy department will
make the effort to raige her,

At the navy department, specific de-
nial was given of the report emanat-
ing from Madrid that a torpedo flotille
wis about to leave Key West for Cuba,
Ouly two torpedo bouts, the Cushing
and the Ericsson, are at Key West,
and these have not been and will not
be ordered, uccording to present plans,
to Cuba. It was strongly asserted
that no present purpose existed of
sending any warship there,

Benor du Bosc, the Spanish charge,
had received no Instructions up to §
. m. as to golng to New York and
etopping the Spanish ship Viscaya from
entering the port, and reports to this
eTect were discredited,

S0 far as could be learned the only
Informution as o the sltuation in Ha-
viumid that reached the president direct
came through the Associated Press,

The evening was absolutely devold of
Interest so far as officlal clircles wera
concerned, It was sald at the navy
department that fio NOWE Was expected
before Saturday, when some results
begin to appear as a result of the court
of inquiry at Havann.

The state department has received
messages of condolence from Queen
Victoria, through Ambassador Paunce-
fote; Emperor Willlam, the British ad-
miralty, the Greater Republic of Cen-
triil Americn; the Prince and Princess
of Wales, the Sultun, of Turkey, the
President of France, the Russian min-
ister of marine, the lord mayor of Lon-
don, General Blanco and the colonial
government of Cuba, and a great many
other rulers and high officials,

HOSTILE CIRCULAR.

Copy of the Incendiary Handbill Cir«
culnted Abont Havana.

New York, Feb, 17.—Medical Directop
Wond, of the naval hospital, Brooklyn,
I8 in pogseesion of the copy of a clr-
culary, incendinry and outrageous,
which was passed about the streets, on
rallway cars, and other places in Hav-
anik. A translation of the elrcular was
sent to Director Wood by an officer an
the Malne, who ploked It un while on
A train returning from i bull fight. The
circular s as follows:

Spaniurdal

Long lve Spain and her honor!

What are you doing. thnt yo allow your-
selves to be jrsulted In this wav? Do yon
not see what they have done to 11
withdrawing cur brave and bheloved Wey-
ler, who at this vury time woulld have
finighed with this unworthy rebelllous
rubble, who dre traumping on our flag and
our honor? Autonomy Is imposed on us
to el us to one slde and Lo give povta of
honor and suthority to tho=e who Inltiat-
wd this rebellion, thesa lli-born autono-
mists, ungrateful sms of our beloved
country, And, finally, these Yankes hogs,

|wlm meddle in our affairs, humillating
us to the lust degree and for =il greater
tuunt, order to us one of the ships of wor

ter Inaulting
driving us

of thelr rotten squadron, &
in thelrt newspapers and
from our homes

Spuniurds! The moment of action has
arrived! Bleep not! Let us show thess
vile traltors thn wie have not vet lost

shame and that we know how Lo profedct

with energy belitting a natlon worthy
and strong as our Bpuln Ix and always
will b

Dewth to Amerieans! Death to Autons
omy!

Long live Spaln! Long live Weyler!

Jungen, wife of Lieutenant Curl

wateh ofMigsr on the Maing, is
of her uncle, Medieal Di-
Wond, In answer o questions
whether any of her husband's
Iindicated o fecling existing In
the American ofhoers,

Mrs
Jungen
at the
rector
a8 Lo
lotters
Havana ngainst
ahe sald:

“Oh, yes

In wll the letters from my
husband he has spolken of the bitter
feeling agninst the Awmericans, which
wire everywhere appiirent. Thisn wans
among the lower class of Spaniah, une
derstand—Weyler's followers. In a lete
ter dated as late as Feb 10 he used
the slgnificant expression ‘If we don's
awvay from here poon there will Le
trouble, * e Ty o W
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