)
|
|
|

THE SCRANTON TRIBUNE-—./EDNESDAY MORNING, AUGUNT 13, 1556

THE YANKEES OF
THE EASTERN WORLD

Interesting Description of the Castoms
of Modern Japan.

COUNTRY OF GREAT POSSIBILITIES

Labor and Wages, Jupanese Farming,
Marriage, Divoree apd the Socinl
Evil Studied by an Experiemced
Observer=sAmericans Yery Popular
in Japan.

AL W. H., in the Sun.

It Iz a sober and s:nsible, and, there-
fore, trustworthy account of contemp-
orary Japan which Willlam Eleroy
Curtls has given us in the two volunies
collectively entitled “The Yunkees of
the Fast” (Stone & Kimball), The au.
thor evidently was convineed that o
new book on Jupan was peeded, for he
has no high opinlon of the comments
of some preceding observers, He polnts
out, for instance, that Murray has pub-
lished a guide to Jupan. but he pro-
nounces 1t Incomplete and unsatisfuc-
tory, In his opinlon, the most useful
books for the ordinary traveller are
Chamberlain's “Things Japenese™ and
AMigs Beidmore's “Jinrikisha Days"”
wiffis' “The Mikado's Emplre™ is re-
gurded by Mr, Curis as the most gde-
quate of all historical works, while Dy,
J. J. Beln's remarkable but coetly vol-
ume I8 acknowledged to e the beat
authority on the arts and industries of
the country. It Is also suggestid that
one may get an accurpte and compres
hensive glimpse of Jdapanes: home life
by reading Miss Allee Bacon's “A Jap-
ancee  Interlor” and her Japanese
Girls and Women," On tohe other hand,
It 1s allegad that Sir Edvin Arnold's
rogeate views of Jaypan were obtalued
from a pretty villa at the top of &
hill in the resldence district of Tokio,
The author thinks that it would not
tie polite or pioper to repeat the gos-
sip that Is freely civenlnted concerning
the behavior of this gentleman durieg
his stay In Japan, but it may be sald
that the missionurics do not refor 1o
him us a shindng example of Western
morality, We are told that he wrote
“The Light of A=la" at Omorl, o gen-
shore resort, where he was surrounded
by a chelee selection of geisha gles,
and the gulides now point out the
svenes of his wdventures as they do
other places and histovical interest.
As for the prose poems and pletures
of Japancse lfe that have come from
the pen of Lafeadio Hearn, thes: are
admltted to be “a little more accurats
than the writings of Sle Edwin, but,”
continues Mr. Curtis, “practical people
have not been able to see the same
things In the same Hght as they ap-
pear to his eye. Mr. Hearn s a Greck
by Lirth, and Hyved for many years: in
the United Btates, whore he did news-
paper work at Clneinnoatl and  Noew
Orleans, For u time he was o teacher
In n government school in the Interior
of Japan, but later has been living in
Kobe, He I8 o dreamer, with o postie
temperament and a wonderful gitt of
words."

In a useful preliminary chapter the
American traveller is warneid not te
buy anything in Yokohama until he
returns, after vivsiting other elties, Hoe
2 further told, what other travellers
have omitted to mentlon, that a great
drawback to travel in the Interlor of
Japuen s the vigor and activity of the
fnsect life, The natives, who are loosl-
ened by continual exposure, do pot
goom to notice the inflictton; the tender
flesh of forelgners is more tempting,
and, whenever one arrives In a rural
town, the ereeplng and jumping things
heve a matsuri, which is, It seems, the
name of a Japanese festival, when
evervhody comes out for a goud time,
My, Curtls is, we repeat, the firgt ob-
server who has revenled this fact, and
he ndds that the Japanese Insecis are
peculinrly active. “They are always
on the lookout for a job” he =ays,
vand when night ecomes they begin
business In  earnest.”  Much more
agreeable §8  the admonition  that.
wherever an American traveller goes
in Japan, he should make himself
known as an American, That, It seems,
Is an open sesame to every home and
every heart. The Japancse hate the
English, the French, and the Russlans,
although they treat them politely De-
cause politeness is due to their own
gelf-respect and the laws of hosplt-
allty, A cltizen of the United States,
however, requlres no further introduc-
tlon than a mentlon of his patlonaiity.
The first question asked of a stranger
I8, O kuni wa?"' (What l& vour hon-
orable oountry?)  Englbhmen who
know the sentlments of the poople of-
ten proclalm  themeelves Yankees In
order to get the best rooms in the
house and the largest share of atten-
tion,

Of the twenty-threec chapters In this
book we can touch only upon those
iwhich deal with the question of labor
and wages, with Japanese methods of
farming and with the subject of mar-
rlage, divorce, and the soclal evil,
which cannot be wholly everlooked in
any conspectus of the Mllsnﬂu's empire

L

According to Mr. Curtis, it Is a grave
mistak’ %o say that the Japanese are
not an orlginal people, but that they
have always been, nnd still are, merely
imitative. It is undoubtedly true that
the Japanese workman can make any-
thing he has ever seen. Give him a
most complicated mechanism, a wateh,
& printing press, or an electrieal appa-
rotus, and he will reproduce It exactly,
and get [t running without Insgtruction.
He can Imlitate any processg, and can
copy any pattern or design, more exaot-
Iy and skilfully than any other work-
man In the world, It Is undoubtedly
that faculty which has enabled Japan
to make such rapid progress in western
civilization. Amid the circumstances
in which the lot of the Japanese people
has been cast during the last quarter of
a century, originality has not been
needed, but rather the power of adapt-
abliity and imitation. These very pow-
ers, If they stood alone, wouldl make
Japan a dangerous competitor for the
European nations In manufactured
merchandiae. As a matter of fact, they
have evinced a vemarkable faculty of
selection, They have found one thing
in Switzerlund, another in SBweden, an-
other In Englapd, others In Germany,
France, and the United States, and they
have rejected what Is not of value to
them as readily as they have adopted
thouse things which are to their advant-
fge. At the same time, avers Mr. Cur-
tis, it I8 & mistake to suppose that the
Japanese people have no originality.
The records of thelr patent office, to
which reference Is made in a chapter of
this book, are enough to settle that

'question beyond a doubt, for they show

proofs of the development of a high de-
gree of Inventive genius, particularly in
the line of labor-saving appliances and
machinery,

It appears that the enlistment and
employment of about 400,000 mechanics
and coolles for the war with China first

caused the employer class in Japan to
comprehend that they have the best,

there likely to be, in view of the multl-
tude of people struggling for a Hving,
which consists of a mat to sleep upon
and a few handfuls of rice for food.
The advance in the cost of labor caused
by the war, though it was fell, was very
small, when constdered In the light of
wiages pald In ¢ther countries, One o
two cents a day does not geem very
much to men who are accustomen to
recelve 850 and $76 a monthk, but in
Japan, where the average Income of the
workingman does not exceed §46 a0 year,
It I a matter of importance on both
eldes,

Prom the United States consul gener-
al at Yokohama, the author obtained
the average wages pald in that eity,
which Is the principal shipping port in
the country, and where the forelgn
population is largest. We proceed to
quote gome filgures, but we cautlon the
reader that the wages named are pald
to Japanese artisans in the local money,
which is worth only about one-half as
much as Amerlean gold. The average
pay of carpenters in Yokobhamo 1s 50
cents a day; of stone catters, 36 cents;
of bricklayers, 81 cents: of dyers, 25
vents: of tailors for Japanese clothing,
28 cents, and for forélgn clothing, 49
centg: of porcelain makers and lacyuer

makerz, 20 cents: of compositors, 29
cents, and of minting press men, 26
ecents: of farm lands, 19 cent2, and of

weavers, 15 cents, Wagea pald by the
month range from $5.74 to hakers and
$4.52 to weavers to £2.21 for fnrm hands
and 8118 for women house gervants, 1t
ehould be noted that the avernge work-
ing hour s ten hours. Factory labor
recelves even a smaller remuneration.
Embroidery women, who produce the
work that is g0 much prized by Amerl-
cans and Europeans for decorative pur-
poses, selidom recelve more than 15 oy 20
cents a day In our money. One of the
mast prominent tea shipping houses In
Janan, that of Middleton & Co, em-
ploys o jarge number of persons, men
and women, who work from & o'clock tn
the morning to 6 at night, with three
short intervals, when they cat thelr riee
or what other refreshments they hring
with them,
this firm are 42 sen a day, whivh s
equivalent to 21 cents in United States
cwrrency. This is received by men who
are experts in hnmdling ten, The lows
est wages are pald to young boys and
girls, who plek aver the tea leaves to
remove the stems and other forelgn sub-
stances.  They recclve 13 sen, or 6
cents, a day for about twelve hours'
work, not including thelr resting spells,
It #hould, of course, be borne in mind
that the wanges current in Yokohama
are the highest padd in the empire,

In the chapter on Japanese methods
of farming we are told that Japan s
one vast gnrden, and that, as one loosks
over the ficlds, he might Imagine them
o be coversd with toy farms, where
children were plaving with the laws
of nouture and ralging samples of difr-
ferent Kinds of vegetables and gmin,
Everything 1s on o diminutlve scale,
and the work is as fine and aecurate
as that applied to o clolgonne vase
What, asks Mr. Curtis, would an Illin-
olg or Towa farmer think of planting
hig corn, wheat, cats, and barley In
unehes, and then, wien It is three
or four inches high, transplanting
every spear if it In rows, abont as far
apart as one can Btreteh one's finger,
The truth Is that a Japanese farmer
weeds his wheat field ns carefully as a
Connecticut farmer weeds his onlon
bed, and cultivates hig barley and po-
tatocs with s much ass=idnity as n
Long Tsland farmer bestows npon Hirs
asparazus or his lowers,. Not only
every kernel of graln, bul every par-
tiele of straw 12 =2aved, and the latter
Is put o o thousand uses,  They
make of It bhatg, rhors, ropes, toofs,
matting, the partittons and floors of
hous waterproof  conts, bhaskets,
boxes and o thousand aml one other
useful  articles, They breaid §t for
fences also, and the finer, softer gual-
itheg are cut up for folder. There I8
very lttle hay raiced In Japan. The
zrn=s Is very wiry and indigestible, Tt
cuts the intestines of anfmals, Some
alfalfa is grown, but It does not pros-
per. In the neighborhood of Kobe, on
the southern shore, the soil seems bet-
ter adapted than elsewhere for hay
and the best beef comes from that o=
eality, The ordinary Japancse hopse,
which originated in China and i= ealled
a griflin seems to lke straw and to
thrive upon i, but he is small and
ugly and not capable of much endur-
ance, A Journey of fifteen miles wiil
uge him up. The straw s chopped
very fine for feeding purposes, s mixad
with oats, barley. millet, and other
grain, and, by adding water, i made
into n kind of mush. To oxen Is piven
the #ame food as to horses, and in
| some parts of the country one sees g
Ceeod many of them, They dirmw thetr
| leads by ropes stretehed from a eol-
lar to the axle of a two-wheeled cart.
One man lends them hy carids attached
to rings In thelr noses. while another
steers the vehiele with a tongue that
sticks out behind. On rare sceaslona
you find a man ploughing with a cow
or an ox, but more frequently such
work 1a done with man or woman posw-
e, The Japancse plongh Is the sect'on
of the trunk or a branch of a young
tree, with the proper curve to It and
it s all woad exexopt a narrow-pointed
binde, which is fitted into the frame-
work. It has only one handle,

In Japan a couple of acres i3 consid-
ered a large troot of land for farming
nrnoges, Most of the farme are of
smaller area, and the crops are gr.-ui]y
diversified. Upon such a little ploce of
land wifl be grown almost evervihing
known to the vegetable kingdom: a few
saquare feet of wheat, barley, corn, and
millet, a plat of beans perhaps ten feet
wide by twenty feet long, an equal area
of potatoes and peas, then a pateh of
ontons abput as bir as a grave, while
beets, lettuee, salsify, turnips, swoet po-
tatoes, vegetable oysters, and other va-
rietieg of cereales and roots oceupy the
rest of the area. The farmer scans nis
grawing crop every morning, Just as an
engineer would Inspect the movements
Lof his machinery, and If anvthing =
wrong he repairs it 11 a wesd appears
in the bean patch he pulls it up. If a
hill of potatoes or anything elge fatls i1t
I8 Immediately replanted.  When he
cuts down a tree he always plants an-
other to take 1ts place: the artificial for-
ests of Japan cover many hundreds of
siquare milea and permanently assure
the prosperity of the country. We add
that, as one crop Is harvested, the soll
I8 worked over, fertilized, and replantod
with something elge. The lnrgost area
of agricultaral lands In Japan, perhaps
as much as nine-tenths of the whale, 18
devoled to ralsing rice, and, ns thal
orop requires n great deal of water, the
paddies are banked up into terraces, one
above the other, and divided off Into lit-
tle plats, 36 ar 40 feet square, with
ridgen of earth hetween them, to keep
the water from flowing away when they
are flooded. All farming land {s frri-
gated by a system that I8 a thousand
Years old. As in French Canada, so in
Japan, the farmers live In villages, and
their farms are sometimes o mile, or

two or even three mileg awey from the
homes. There are no fences or other
visible marks of division, but every

been in his family for gencrations, Ir-

the cheapest, and the most skilful la- | rigating ditches and little paths are
bor, for the money, in the world. There | usually the boundary lines.
[are no labor unions in Japan, nor are | ally, all the land beiongs to the emperor,

"Rheoretle-

1 but the greater part of that under culti-

vation has been long held In the same

| families, and always descends from the

| father to the pldest son.  Bales are made
and recorded very much as they are in
this country. and land is mortgaged to
secure loans. The actual value of every
acre is fixed upon the assessor's book
for taxatlon purposes. The oflicial sta-
tistics of Japan show that there are
11L.400,008 men and 10948052 women en-
gaged In agriculture, which s more
than half the total population.

No other grain or plant requires o
much care as rice, and, from the be-
eluning of the season, the paddy flel
are full of patient workers, men ant
women, standing half way up to ther
kneos in the mud, prepaying the soll or
grubbing out the water weeds that
spring up rapidiy and would smotner
the young shocts If they were not re=-
moved., Alen and women work 1ogeth-
or, weaving wlde straw  bats  that
miake them look Hke so many muszh-
roons, and, aithovgh the pest of the
"Ilnll}' may be naked, oxcept for the
loin cluth that is prescribed by law,
,lﬂn-_\' all wear thiek cotton |lsgaines os
IMigh as thelr Knecs, o protect
from sludge, bloodsucheis, and water
vermin of varluvus Kinds that swarn
In the filthy scil, Every farmor ol es
some rice. The riee product exie
five bushols per caput of populnid g
und more than half of i 1edd
The viee of Japiun is the in the
world and brings (he highed priess m
vte of Burope and the Unlted
The product of Chiva, Tadin
poorer guatity and
majority of the

iz ex

Thes

States,
and Corea 18 o
much choaper, an

furmers in Japan prefer Lo cell thels
own o erep for export gmd buy thag
which is lmported, for homs consunip-
tion. Rice s used by the penple Inoan
Infinite variety of forms. IU appea
upon  the  table of the pinees  as
woll as of the paop v thiees thmes

o day, just ke bread In Ameciea, wnd
entess Into as many food preparations
ag our flour, In conngetion with this
tople Mr. Curtls remarks that there
can be no market for Americsn agnl-

The highest wages pald by | eultural hinplements and machinety in

Japan for two simple reasons: (st
the farms are not big enough, and, see-
undiv. Wnbor i= too plentitul. 1f a Jap-
anese farmer should introduce @ mods
ern venper and gelf-binder on his farm
he would eut duwn everything in tho
way of cropa while he was turning
It around, and there wonlid be nothing
left four him and his family to do all
the rest of the seasgon

111

We pass to the chapters on mairase
and divorce, and on the peculiar ine
stitution Kknown as the yoshiwara.
There have been In the course of eon-
turles marked chongez in the matrl-
monial customs of Japan, but It ap-
pears that now, when o young man
wants to get marcied, he doos not of-
fer his heart and hand to the girl he
lowes, but It an arrangement has not
heen alveady made for him by his
parents with the danghter of a nelgh-
hor, he goss o oo disere marrid
fricnd, and nsks that he and his wife
act a8 nakodos or go-betgweens, for him
in the matter, The gentleman  amd
Indy who undertake this dellcate fune-
tion avsume vespongibilitles that fow
people in the Epited States wonld eare
to aceept, They npot only agree to find
n sultable partaer for thele friend, bat
remaln through Hee in the relation of
godfnther and godmoither to the yonng
l'-ni[rln'. They are I<S|-|'t‘l-'1| 1o nusist
them if they get into ditficultics or
gufor migfortunes, and tp geve ak a
boned of arbiteation to settle disputes
thaet may arise in the family. Strange
to gav, this pegpongibility is not dread-
i in Japan,

Ag a rule, In the upper clreles of go-
elety marvinges between the sons and
donehters of friendly familles are ar-
rianged by the varents when the chi-
dren are very young, and a boy or girl
often knows whom he or she 8 going
to marry long  before elther ls
enough to understand the nature of the

relistion, They are not allowed. how-
ever, to agsoclate with each other, Cons
fucins taught that chiidren of =even

venra ghonld be separated aceording to
arx, but the Japenes
hera! in this regpoct, and boys and
girla may play together until they are
ten or twelve vears of age,  After that
their associntion I forbidden, Court-
ing g Impogsible, and even the children
of fomilies whose houses mny adjoin
grow up as strangers to each other, This
rule applies to the nearest relations,
There can be no such thing as friend-
ship betweéen young men and young
women, It is disreputable for a Japa-
nege young man Lo marry for In\'_--.
When a young man and a young woman
are known to love each other, publie
sentlment places them very low In the
seale of morals,

On the other hand, the social lnws of
Japan require that people shall marry
at the age of 18 or 19, and it = a Jdis-
graoee for a man or & woman to remain
single after they are 20 or £1. A8 a con-
goguence, there are vory few ald bache-
lorg or old maldz In the emplre,  Al-
thoitgh courting,
Impos=ible, a young man usually he= an
apportunity to inspect the givl selected

tweens) before an engagement is deeld-
el upom. and If clther & dissatisfied
with the appearance of the other, the
negotintion comes to an end, This
meeting 15 called a mi-yal, which means
liternlly, “mutunl seeing.” “Aceording
to the etiquette of what ig enlied society
the interview wmay tnke place at the
resldenee of the mo-between or at the
housge of the young ndy’s father: but
among the lower classes 4 vlenie or a
theater varty, a boat ride or an exeur-
sion of some gort serves the purpose, If
the vislt takes place at the house of 1he
young Indy’'s father, the young man
and his go-hetween are recelved by the
hoszt with grent politencss,  After some
conversation on indifferent subjocts the
latter elaps his hands and the young
Indy hersell appenrs, dressed in her
pretuiest kaimono and obl (robe and
sash), and bearing a tray contnining
three cups amd 2 pot of ten, These 2ne
pliices upon the mat lo front of the
guests and proceeds to zerdfo the bover-
age, Girls are trained to perform this
duty with the utmost degres of grace,
for tean pouring 8 regarded n= the
highest accomplishoent a  Japanese
Wiman  can acguine, She I8 not 10
spenk uniess she I8 spoken th, and
the responsgibllity of begluning n con-
versation with her rests upon the go-
Letween., If he ig a person of tact he
introduces some subject that i= calens
lated to bring ont whatover converga-
tlenal powers the young woman may
possoss, and In the meanthme ghe gits
upon her heels and endeavors to bhe as
charming as pogsible. The young man
may engage In the conversation, but
It I8 not good form for him to address
his remarks o her,
her as much as he Hkes, but It i= bad
manners for him to show the young
Indy any particular attentlon, Aftes
the mi-yal |ls over the young man and
his go-between retire for consultation,
He thinks the matter ovor, and If e

his parents send her a box of handsome

man knows his own land, for it hui;ifu. Then the bride’s parents send

presents In return, which is equivalent
to an engngement, and an early day ie
selected for the wedding, If the young
lady should happen to object, which is
not often the case, as she {8 gulded en-
tirely by the wishes of her parents, the
go-between is notified before an oppor-
tunity to send nresents Is given. When
the day for the wedding is selected the
trousseau of the bride acd several ar-
ticles of houschold furniture are sent to
her hugband’s home, and they are usu-

tally exhibited to the friends of the fami-

I¥ beforehand. The wedding gown a8
always pure white, and the bridegroom

Is attlred In kamishimo, o pecillar dress |

| made of various kinde of silk in colors
| according to ha ranie

| the houge of the bridezyvoom's

| other menbs
| betweens, follovwed hy

them |

The woedding ceremony takes place at
parents,
and the friends of hoth familles ace In-
vited to attend. The bride is escorted
there nt nightfall by her parenta and
of her

servants bearing
gifts to the family of the bridegroom.
It was formerly the custom to light o
Baniiv
entanl home gnd to It her over §t, the

ceremony slenlfring pusilcation, The |
bride Ia t out=lde the maln door by
L i tive groom's family, but

he-rermen seated on o cuzhlon In front
of the tobkonema, & ¢hallow vecess or
aleave thuat v foond In all Japanese
houses, and s peed for the disotay of

arnamenis,  When she enters the daom
she Is escorted to o seal hweside him

{The go-letween sit ot hin right, and at

tgerve ax brldo spndda, When the party
| i thox placsd, o oborus of visjees In the
L adjuining vooim siog o Jnvnnese song |
[ ealivd “Utall” A low table of wihite

ol |

are o Vitle more |

| system of Japan

fand no
as we have sald, s

|

by his parentg or his nakodos I'jrml--'-l

thy

He may ook at’

decides that the candidate 12 apceptable |

his left ar
oy twi 1t le

vEually two maprried Ludies
frls drossed in whitee 1o

waok! thnt has
brought In, and a teay Is placed upon it
cantaining three cups, which one of the

brldesmaiids ol with  sake. or e
brandy. The simallest cup is handed to
the bride, who tukes dalnty sips from it
and then 3 50 o the hrldpreseoam,
whn the same. The gecond and
thivd cups are filled in a similar man-

ner, amd the ceremony 15 reponted,  As
the bridegroom retuens the thivd cup to
the afMelnting Ywldesmald all clap thelr
Hands, which 2 a salute of approbation,
anncunehse that the ceremony 1z over
There Is no kis=ing or embracing, but a
great many copgratulntionsg are offored
o the young eouple and gueets of Hter-
ary attalnments are expected to hand
them poems of their own composidon,
which are afterward bound in o Hittle
hook ag o memento of the oceasion, The

couple then retire to pot off the w.--nl-:

ding robeg and resume their ordinary
catiments, and afterward joln the guests
't feast, which =2 served with great
cercmony.,  When the guests have leftt
the hause, the go<betweens take the
couple to theldr bedroom, assist them, to
remove thelr garments, and put them to
bl After they are well covered up,

another cup of sake is passed prowml
wmd the final good nights are repented.
In the morning the father of the groom
or the male go-betwesn goes to pollc
niar-

headgunrters and  registors the
riage, giving the noames, agea,
thomes, aud residence of the couple
the thivd day after the wedding the
bride returng to her futher's house, to
dtny three or seven duvs, as the case
many b T the tirgt three days of mar-
rhed He have not been satlafactory to
the bride, she potitics the go-hetwoens
of that fact, amd does not return to her
husband's home, which Is equivalent to
a divoree, I the husband on his part
18 ddissatlsfiod, he also notilies the go-
bitwoens, aml they are expected to com-
munleate with the bride's purents, 10
a divoree s ingigted upon by elther par-
Iy, It must e aceentod by the other,
But such o procesding 4 seldom resort-
ed Loy exeept whers misrepresentation
has been nude as to the temiwr aml
physleal comdition of elther party. If
thes bekde or groom proves to be de-
formed, impoient, or diseased in any
manner, n divoree ls consldeped honors
ableand legitimote, andd [t I only noces-
#ary to vegister the fact at pollee head-
quarters,

There are even canses, according 4o
Confucius, for which a man may di-
voree his wife, They are disobedisnee,
n fallure o bear children, unchastity,
Jealously, an incurable digseasoe, dishon-
eely, and a sharp tongue. In other
waords, he enn get rid of her wheneyver
he lKes, and by a very slmple pro=
Al ke has to do 18 to wrile hor
o letter, known as the “three linss aml
& hall,” deelaring that everything fs
over between them, and advising her
to return to her parents, Such a let-

OOES

ter addressed 1o her father or her eld- |

est brother, If she has no father, will
answer the same purpoge, Then he
must go to the registrac's offior and e
port himself as a divoreed man.  For
similar causges o wife may gt vld of
her husband f she desires to do so,
but she will loge her soelnl position
If ehe has any, and s much more k-
Iy to he reapected and make a second
mirrlage It ¢he lg the defendant in-
gtead of the piaintiff in the case. Mr
Curtlis admits that this I8 somewhnt
of a paradox, but he maintains that 1t
throws n search light upon the sozial
What 1z there rve
quired above all from women is obed -
fence, That is the highest of virtues,
albiedleont woman wauld ever
seelk o divorce from Ler hesband for
any cause
v

While divorecs among memberg of
the upper elass of the Japanese are
very are, It s doubtful if there 1« any
country upon earth, not cven n
hamimnscan country, where they are
mure frequent among the common peo-
ple, The anthor knowvs the sunerin-
tendent of the lighters of a steamsh’p
company of Yokchuma, who has bhoen

diovresd nine timee, and o misslonary |

from Chileago told him that hls former
eook had hal a:ven wives In succcssion
when he left hig coployer four yenrs

amo, and that several had sines te-n |
added 1o the list, The offioid] rocorde |
«how that the high r eivilization ad-
vanees In Japan the more numerons

are divorees, though the difference s
not pronounced. In 1583 the number

of marriages par 1,000 Inhabitants wos |

860, and the pomber of divopees 852
It will thus be scen thnt the numbep
of divorecs now
Iz alionut ene<third a4 'afge a< the nuim-
ber of marringes, The
tistics quoted in th's Yook da not ghow
how many of the divaries were gought
husbapds, but the auihor svea tald
by a person conversant with the de-
tadleld returns that only abont one pre
eent, of them originotod w.th the
wivin, The mornls «f the woamoen vpen
to have very Hitle to do with divoree,
The prevalling cavee |z dlgsatisfoe-
tlon and a lnek of affection on th: part
of the men, who become tired of their
wives, aied svant to try another chane
I the Jottery of martlage. In Japan
the law of chastity applios to wives
it not to bueshande. From the no-
Bifltg to the peanentey a deable stand-
ardd of morn's nbtainge. The Fushina

may be s Heentlous o= he [Hkoe, and |

the wife sellom grumbles, for 7 vh
degz ghe la Hable to loas her home and

he feoprated from her children: as,
mercaver, she bern edueated 1o
Lelisve that whatevor man  doos |«

right, she docsn't think much about
Lthe matter

amity and the go- |

In fromt of the gate of hor par- |

ver been usod 8 then

AMo. |

taking vlace annually

Cndengod gta- |

It = well known that a Japarese wo-
man never addresses her hesband in
terms of ond arment, ror has the Jap-
apcese man any poet names for his wire,
While there 18 no doubt genuipe af-
fectlon and devetion on both sldes In
the majority of familiez, both 8:Xes
have been taught 1o repress thelr emo-
tlons, A Japancse husband never
kisses his wife or hig children, Chil-
dren and wives are taught to respoct
and revercnee the head of the family,
Le he father, husband, brother, or son;
und this deference js carricd much
| further than with os; but If carcgcea
ere ever excharged the world s not
nllowed to kuow I, When a husbara
introduers hin wife to his frionds |
! In with words «f Cép eoiotl-n. He (avs
this I= mwy “humbil:" my
Fruanid’ wi oF my “upvorthy'™ wirs,
cr my “urfortunate” wite, fust as he
refors hi= humble or unwortixy
home,
cades the wife whenever they enter o
hotse or a4 room or are walkine
| ether upon the street. When guests
| ere present, the wife alwaye inkoe o
sept ot o distunes pear the door, It
19 In shart, aceountod the dute af wo-
mih to walt gpon man, 1t a mat or
| ten, or anvthing ¢l=e je e, 1
alwaye sooan for it
| ore o gre wis the ggrvants

i Unlike many of the forelmn writ ra
M. Curlds vepatedly ave »
covpse of these two volumes
that the Japaws - women are nat £ od
| Iochinge. 200 of the frwg vols
ume he =ava th “ipis not have
o opredly higore : alwoyz short
e gtumpy i walst are
oo brovid, and her

.
o

o

wite She Is

ity

e wanld vav that ghe Eal ne
| Feape nt oall, and therefore 1t is 1m-
possible to make a Kuayop an dress Mt
Fer, The snciont mative givie of gar-
ments, rartlealarly that used by the
uppet clacses, wes espoclally adanted |

Lavvoment We are assurad thet a lady |
nlwaya ook well in the s.ft grays and
flellcate pinks thoat she selecta for nor
kalwmenns, op 1ol bur ene whay will
look extremely graceful and probably
ettty in her patlve eostume, loka

lihe a guy whon #hes puts on a Parls

fown, no mntter how fine the mater’al | gee Vardner.”

ol who the mnker,

On page B of the second volume the
author desevibes o Japnnese digpner amd
the geleha geils who are employed Lo
entertain one. “No o omatter what Sir
Edward Arnold and other sentimentnl

| wrlters on Janan may say, these girls
are not pretty. Thelr figures are shape-
leas, thelr fealures see tat, thelr com-
plexions are muddy, thedr tecth are bhad,
and, If they wore Buropean garnents,
one wonld never glunce at them a sec-
ond  time, They cannot compare in
losks with the shoapgirls of Chicagoe and
New York sod the waitresses in our
| eountry  hotels will average guite ne
well for beauty, But thelr kKimonos
| trishies) ave of the daintiest shades and
leombinations of colorthelr obls (snshes)
lare of the richest brocades, and their
Ihodr s a marvel for ity arrangement,
All this makes them Interesting, and
they have pleasing, geaceful manners,
whileh often, however, approach famili-
urity. The ecisha girl I8 not always
naughty. but she tries to be attractive,
for that is hor eapital in trade. As the

| e housges e reguentsd by men only, |
she naturplly ndopts the manners and |

{ the methods thoat the
|.u'l|!!r-<.
Livaree ja

CUurtomers most

for mote freugent In Japan

than In any Molnmmedan conntry, and, |

ilu-;u-im: in miml the state of things in
| the landg of Islam, wie might infer that
| there I8 no seone for the soclal evil
| This is fur from being the case in the
reabm of the Miksdo, Avcording to
Mr. Curtis, who allots n chapter to the
| subfect, the veceullar Institutlon Known
;:l-i the yoshiwara Nourishes so rankly In
Japan that itz 18000 establishments arve
!yul-l to contisin 200,000 inmates, We are
| reminded that the Buddhists do
[rnl'lnlri progtitation, provided 1t s
regorted to from n love of pleagure, A
|\\--m:1n. they hold, may adopt such a
| menns of earnlng money for her own
| neweds, or for the support of her family,
l without committing sin, if her motives
are  pure, The phrase they use 1§,
)"“‘lllll' It defiles the body, It does not
defile the hearv,” Men whom Mr. Cur-
tls knew to be well Informed told him
llhul 0 por cont. of the inmates of the
vosiwara are there not only with the
‘ concent, hut with the encovrgement of
thelr porents, who the bodies of
| their daughters to the Keepers of such
| establishments for a term of years and
receive ne n consideration a bonus In
cash and a cortain amount monthly,
| which represents a percentnge of the
| earnings of the girl,  The author of this
| book confirme the current bellef that it
1% a cusgtom among the lower ¢lagses of
the Japanese, who have large families
to maintain, to pliee thelr dauchters in
a yushiwarn for the earnings they can
contribute to the family treasury. It is
not only consiilered honorable on the
[ather's part, but for the davehiter also,
and she lozes no respect from her asso-
clules becanuse she adopts such a e
for such a purpose. If, on the other
hand, she enters the yvoshiwarn volun-
| tarlly, or selfishly retalns her earnings

gell

;s:-im--' This distinction 8 very clearly
| drawn, but t appears that the practice
Is vonfined to the lower clusses of the

pupttlation, ;

The inmates of a yoshlwara, the
term applsd to the whole preeinet de-
| voteddl to casunl sexoal relations, are
| tervaed by the luy ghogl: but yoju,
| which mcans “a lndy of ploasore,™ [ n
meie polits term uged In addres:ipg
them, Any woman above e age of
I who desireg (o entey vpon the 1fe
el a courtegan may apply for n leesae
at poltee hoplguarters in porson, ae-
combanicd by at least one of her par-
ety or rucrdlans, and her applica-
tion muer e accompanied by o wrlt-
ten certificate glgnifying thelr cong nt
Havine alitalnea her Heense, th
makes o contract with
a kashi-zashiki, that Is to say, ene af
the cetablishmontz within the peelnot
of the yoshiwa:a und-r akich o tra:
the heoper agrees o provides h# with
whiolereme ‘oo, lodgings, anlcloth ne

pay hor, or her parorte, ns Loe
iny Le, a certaln poeree togs of
carntipg=  manthly—uszuslly  one

Fand, the +h gt

nirees all the rules and resu-
| Intions, o conduct hovze'f in an or-
decly raenrver, o report all praiu’ties,
ot Comtrivela caaict be made for
| more tnan reven years: the gsunl tern
| is throe, If o woaman violat g her cnn-
| trart or boehnves badly . her omgilsyes
Is not pnorritted to pamish Her, but
st aoport the el to the yoliee, win
cdmuntrter e nece sy desipline
Nov te he permitte] 0 detsta hor dr ot
any tupe she despes to abandon hor
pmoltekon Tefore the explir otion of the
enntiunel. &She then s ke the protoe-
P thor of the poiies, who pive hor 2 re-
f lva=e on tleliet of leav |, bul requ'rs hoo
| to veport Ber whoreahonis ot polire
headguarteis for o eor'ain leneth of
time. The feca ehargad In the csinn-
| Nshmente are “mpessd by the polen,

and printed schodplos with the regilp-

| tlnps miust e pasted 0 conspeuens
| ploceg for the Infarmation of vlsltag,
Nolther the Forpers nor tha Inmintes

Lare permitte] to solleit custoin, elthep
arally or by printed or writles lnv.ga-

The hushand, to, alwayas pre- |

v evenly dig pibuted, A

ter the peomiiurities of the "“l"'“'?'l“|

not |
not |

or wastes them in dissipation, she s de- |

| prnding the score of my “Wizard of the
ol |
the kooper of |

Cmantle drama, A Soldier of Fortune,™

| Iy afterward,
| #0nn

|
|

|
| of stntuary, each one representing pn
| govereign, supported hy two
| most iHus
| Willlam 15 has crdered that the statye

|
’ I
|
|
|

tions, and they are forbidden to re-
quest guests to partake of refresn-
ments, or to accompany the women to
thelr roomas,

We are told that in the precinet oe-
cupled by the principal yoshiwara In
Tokio, the houses are larger, costlier,
and of better construction than most
of those In the clty outside. The ma-
Jority arve of stone or brick, profusely
adorned, and having wide porches, pil-
lars, verandas, cupolns and towers.
There I8 no suggestion of sin or squal-
or, 'This colony of peaple who are coms-
pelled to lve asart from the rest of
human kind evinees unusual pride In
sppearances, The grounds about the
| tmperial valace are pol better kept;

the dwellings of the princes and nobles
| are pot mors pretentious or furnished
with greater elegance or laste. Every-
| thing that one sces from the outside
Ia auractive, and, through long, cool
corridors you catch glimpses of lovely
| pardens fliled with fruit and flowers

and splashing fountains. Gay-colored
swhings sholter the western and
| southern windows from the sun. Mar-
tuoee are stretched over the lawns,
gnd In the arbors and shady corners
are tables where refreshments may be
served to order. Tea housces and rhops
glternate with the dwellings of the
! young  women; everyvthing can be

tought Inside the precinet that the in-
Labitents may need. So long, Indeed,
os thelr contracts hold, the women are
not allowed to go beyond the gate,
excont in cases of necessity. There |s
evena Budidhist temple withinthe yosh-
iwarn al which they go to pray—not for
I'the nardon of thelr sins, but for many
t;'ml wenerous lovers, The comprehen-
sive pantheen of Duddhiam has sup-
plled specinl patrons even for these
| poor gonle, to wit, Jizu, “the compas-
Cgfonate,” and Tengaiten, who protects
widows and orphans and those who
have no other friends,

DRAMATIC NOTES.

Fmily Rigl will star next season.

Lole Fuller has fully recovered her
hwealth,

“Lost In New York" will be given In
London, N

Harry Mainhall will star in “Tennes-

| The Schrodes will be seen In “Su-
l perba’ next season. =

| In Venloe a box costs butsd cents and
A pit seat but 17 conts.

Kyvrle Dellew and Mrs. Potter will act
In London in September.

“All forsa Girl” and “Lavarre”
new nlays by Allce B, Ives,

James W, Regan will star next sea-
son in "T'he Bells of Shandon,'

Clarn Morrls has booked almost her
entlre seagon In one night stands,

Robert  Downing has added “In
Search of Happiness” to his repertolre.

1t is reported that Manager A, M.
| Prdmer may star Virginia Harned with
Henry Miller,

Henry Guy Carleton's new play for
the Hollands has been named “Two
Men of Business."

A dramatization of Rider Haggnrd's
“King Solomon’'s Mines" will be used
by Robert Mantell,

Rejane lately revived In Paris “Ly-
sistinta,” which Is o wicked that she
wits afrald to try it here,

Neil Warner, the old tragedian, has
been engaged by Manager W. A, Brady
for “Under the Polar Star.”

Jogeph  Arthur, author of “Blue
Jeans,” was born in Indiann., His fath-
er wng a Methodist preacher,

Arthur Hourchier will probably re-
vive the late Westland Marston's poet-
feal comedy, “Donna Diana.” -

LA Lehmann was recently stung
In the neck by a bee, and this caused o
awelling which necessitnted an opera-
tiom.

Megsre, Cannry & Lederer have ar-
ranged to produce thelr annual bur-
lestiges  herenfter  simultaneously  In
New York, Philadelvhia, Boston and
Chlengo,

Mrs, Patrlek Camnbell, who had par-
tially artanged to come to this country
with Beerbohm  Tree next winter, has
deelded not to. She objects to visiting
the United States and has temporarily
retired from the stage for rest,

Paderewskl's shysleal collapse 1s 80
complete as to lead to the cancellation
of ull the nlanlst's sngagements for at
lenst the enrlier part of next season.
The player's outlook 18 a serlous one.
Ho is temporarily a nervous wreck.

Dion  Boucicault, the younger, who
hag been very successful g an nctor
and manager in Melbourne and Sldney
for the Ingt ten years, hag bidden fare-
well to Australin, and Is about to be-
gin o orofesslonal career In London,

Inthe third act of Hammersteln's
new opera the stage will be devold of
seenery. Hammerstein's new patent Is
the application of aluminium for stage
purposes.  In ghort, the whole stage Is
to be congtructed of that metal, It will
be entirely white,

A new Napoleon play 18 by Georges
Ohnet, the noveliet, and author of “The
Forge Master.” It Is called “Colonel de
Boqueburne,” and the action takes
place at the close of the great French
Emperot's  relgn,  This character s
aubordinate, however,

Augustus Van Biene, an English ac-
tor and ‘cellest, is to play at the Amer-
lean theatre next winter In "“"The
Broken Melody.” He has given the|
play, which is an adaotion of and old |
piece ealled “Monsleur Jacques," more
than L0 times In London.

E S Willard may possibly present a
Shakespenrean nlay during his forth-
comtng Amerlean trlp and his cholee Is
gald to be “Cymbellne.” Mr. Willard
wus a very successful Jachimo some
thirteen years ago In Misgs Wallls' re-
vival of the play at the London Gadety.

The immedinte cause of the dissolu-
tion of the Arragon Opera company
wis 0 wrangle between Frank David,
the comedian, and George Hroderick,
the hasso, two of the most Imnortant
artist In the comrany, Each of these
wanted to sing the role of Devilshoof,
in “The Hohemian Girl"

Vietor Herbert Is about half through |
seoving o new opera. the book of which |
Is= by Harry . Smith. "Besldes my
twoe  dally  eorcerts at Wazhington
park,” gays Mr. Herbert, "1 am writing
wonew ooera, the musle for a musical
comedy, which poes on the road this
fall, and last it not lesast, T am ex-

are

Nite" for an orchestra of 50 pleces, so

that the Vienna manager may have it

by the middle or lnst of September,
e Skinner will nroduce his new ro-

nt the Grand Opera House, Chieago,

Sertember 21, Tt is understood tHat Mr.
Eklrner wrote the niay at the, Instance |
of a well known Chieagn manager, who |
neelsted In Its  constructjon, mbfnne|
opening his recular scason, Mr. Skin- |
ner will nlay a mrellminary two wecks
In Minneanolis and 8t Paul, anmearing
in n round of Shakesperean characters, |
Inetuding Hamlet, Romeo and Richard |

At the fubiles performance of *“The
Eiinh' at the Crvetal Palace, was one
hnsa ginger who had tnken part In the
first repderine of this work 60 years |
ago, when Mendelsshon himeelf eon-
ducted. This veteran, Mr. Pountney,
Is «1ill in excelent health, and came
from Nirmingham to London to sing on
thiz neeasion and returned Immediato-
Amony the 23000 per-
vrésent “there were many  who
hed witnessed the first peerformance of
“The ENjah™

John Sebastinn Bach is going to have
a suificientlv original monument at
Periin, Willlam 11, has concelved the
i of ornamenting the Avenue des
Vietolres in Thiergarten with 32 groups

of

the
Tous mon of his relen,

Now

of Frederick 11, the rayval compg

iutist, shall have a genernd l:;r :rr.'f
elde and the grand “cantor* of Leipsic
on the othe*

—
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ONE CHAPTER FRO
HISTORY OF CHILI

Her Struggle After the Fall in the Price
ol Sliver.

WAGE-EARNERS MOST  AFFECTED

Chili's History Constitules One of
Ihe Most Instructive Chapters in the
History of the Free Coi age of Sil-
verseShe Tried to Maintnin the
Equal Bimetallie Coinage of Goid
and Silver==Silver Fell and Gold
Flew==Gold Now Resumed,

———

One of the most Instructive chapters
In the history of the free colnage of
sliver I8 that which relates to the ex-
perience of Chill, says the New York
Herald, The people of that highly In-
telligent, wealthy and compact republie
have suffered within a narrow era all
the results of experiments with bimet-
allism, have tented the Impossibility of
malntaining It, and have experlenced
the fall In the real wages of labor and
the oconfusion of foreign exchanges
which Inevitably follow such a policy.

Chili endeavored, Illke France, to
maintain the equal bimetallle colnage
of gold and silver, The mints were open
to both metals by act of January, 1851,
The ratio was not quite 16 to 1, but a
little less friendly to silver, being 16,29
to 1. This slight difference protected
Chill during several years after bimet-
alism became an acknowledged fallure
In France,

France was substantlally upon the
eingle silver standard prior to the opens
Ing of the Californian and Australiamn
mines. These mines increased the pro-
duet of gold Bogreatly that gold became
lesn valuable than sllver, at the French
colnage ratlo of 15% to 1, and was the
only metal offered at the mints.
France’'s  bimetallists insisted, like
American bimetallists today, that gold
valued at 6f, by the colnage laws could
not fall below sliver francs In value,
because it was worth that at the mints,

This did not prevent sllver going
above the colning value and disappear-
ing from clrculation ha absolutely as
though It had been wiped up with a
sponge, It was this condition of things
which made gold the chlef medium of
circulation In France, and kept it in
clrculation In Chili so long as the differ=
ence between the market and the coin=-
Ing value of gold and silver was not
Ereat.

SILVER'S UNSTABLE VALUE,

Chill began to experience the same
strange fluctuations In the colnage of
the two metals which was experienced
by the countries of the Latin Union af-
ter 1874, Silver fell from 16.13 to one In
1875 to 17.80 to ome in 1876 and 17.96 to one
In 1878. The fact that the two metals
were equal at the mints did not pre-
vent the sudden arrest of the presenta-
tion of gold and Its heavy exportation,
The amount of gold minted In Chill In
18756 was 86,434 pesos, and the amount
of silver was 2,161,735 pesos, The value
of the gold peso was then about $1 In
United States gold coln. The mechani-
cal forees of the mint were acarcely suf-
ficlent for coining 250,000 pesos  per
month, while sliver was Imported and
offered for coinage at the rate of nearly
600,000 pesor & month, The government
was compelled to suspend the reception
of silver while nine new machines were
put In operation to keep pace with the
required coinage,

The evils of specie suspenslon were
complicated and enhanced by the fall
In the price of silver. War with Spaln
compelled the gsuspension of specle pay-
ments by the Natlonal Bank of Chill, on
Sept. 24, 1865, while the country was still
upon the gold basis, The fNight of god
from the country after 1874 tended to
ereate n contraction of the currency,
which was met by Increased Issues of
bank notes.

Forced loans by the government In
the form of bank notes, Issued for pub-
lic uses rather than for the legltimate
purposes of business, drove paper be-
low par In silver and led the country In
& mire from which escape grew dally
more difficult with the steady fall in the
price of sliver. The government made
a bad matter worse by putting out Its
own paper issues In 1879 and 1880, which
were swelled by the lssues of President
Balmaceda during his attempt to crush
the Congressional party.

WENT TO GOLD BASIS.

The persistent fall in the value of sil-
ver made resumption of specle pay-
ments In that metal little better than
continuance upon a paper basis, The
Chilinn government, therefore, deter-
mined to resume specle payments In
gold, but at a rate of exchange which
would accord with the actual value of
the paper in gold at about the time of
resumption. The first legislation on
the subject was not successful and It
became necessary to make a new read-
Justment which carried the value of the
standard coin, which had formerly been
31, down to about 3049 cents In United
States gold coln. The dollar was made
the monetary unit, but was reduced to
one-thirteenth part of a pound sterling,
instead of constituting more than one-
fifth of a pound sterling, as in the case
of a gold dollar of the United States.

The view consul at Antofagustn fure
nished a table showing wages In differ-
ent occupations during 1875, 1885 and
1806, These statistics showed only &
small advance In wages during the first
perfod of 10 years, when the value of
the peso had fallen In gold from 43%
pence, English money, to 26 pence.

The decline In the gold values of
wages, thercfore, was from 88 cents, In
United States money, to 52 cents per
peso, while the actuanl wages In de-
preclated money advanced only from
rates of 250 to 4.00 pesos for hlack-
smiths in 1876 to 3.50 to 6.60 pesos 1885;
carpenters from 3.00 to 400 pesos In
1875 to 3.256 to 4.00 pesos In 1585, and me-
chanies from 1,00 to 4,50 pesos In 1875 to
GO0 to 560 pesos In 1885, The wages
of laborers, Including servants, remain-
ed statlonery at 150 to 1.76 pesos In de=
preclated currency.

The actual gold value of wages thus
fell In the case of laborers nearly 40
per eont. and In the caze of mechanies,
toking the maximum In each year,
about 18 per cent. Minlster Strobel In
fumming up the results of his inquir-
Ies, states that “ the rise In wages has
not corresnonded to the depreclation
in money,” and calls attentlon to the
fact thut “in a country like Chill, which
I8 In a state of development, it would
be natural to expect an increase of
wages In 20 years—from 1876 to 1585—
even if there had been no depreciation.™

—— A

Mother Goose on Wheels.

The king hae left h's counting-house and
wigely spent his money;

The queen and he ure bleyeling, forgetting
bread and honey:

The maid has bought a wheel, too, and left
her hanging clothes, 2

"Twould tuke & nimble blackbird now te
nlp off half her nose.

=Toledo Biade,



