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THE DECABENCE OF

Fall of the Greatest Empire Ever
Scen on Earth.

INSTRUCTIVE BIT OF HISTORY

Wealth and Extent of the Spanish "ll}l
During the Days of Charles V. and
Phllip 1L.—How the Vast Do-
minion Has Collapsed.

From tha Globe-Democrat,

To the student of the philesophy of
history ne more thrillingly Interesting
chapter hag ever been written thun that
penned by Buckle on the causes of the
decadence of Souin, and ne more slg-
niticant words Were ever spoken than
thuse he u=ed when contrasting the
Spaln of Philio 11, with the Spain of
today. As it 18 Known to us, no country
in Europ+ 19 of less consequence in the
world's ufuirs. Little Portugal, that
once acknowledged the daminivn of
Spain and furmed a province in the

" Bpanish emplre, is now of more Import-
ance, The Balkan states, which arose
but yesterday out of the ruins of the
Ottoman empire, are infinitely more po-
tential, Even Greece and Denmark,
both ones grent emplres, and now, with
Bpain, In eclipse, cut a larger figure In
the world's afulrs, for each, by its
geographlcal position, is able to com-
mand @ respect that it not shown to
Spein. The time was when the affairs
of Europe and the world were directed
from Madrid, but now, when the pow-
ors meel In conference to settle ques-
tions of anighty import, Madrid sends
no representative to the congress, for
Spain has no influence, is not consulted,
and 50 far as appears on the records,
isnot even thought of by the diplomats
of the powers that now mmmlﬂ the
affairs of the eastern hemisphere, From
& position of supreme authority, Spain
has sunk %0 low as to be utterly disre-
garded In the world's politics and lg-
nored In the world's movements,

THE SPANISH EMPIRE.

When the universal contempt into
which Spain has fallen is remembered,
* 4t is diMenlt to realize that only three
centuries ago Spain ruled the world.
1t was the Emperor Charles V, who
first made the proud boast that on his
dominlons the sun never set, nor was It
an idle word, but & plain statement of
faot, At its greatest extent the Span-
iuh empire spread so far beyond the
1imits of the peninsula that the original
boundaries of the Spanish state In-
closed 118 smallest possession. The
sway of Charles was acknowledged, not
only over Spain, of which he was the
hereditary monarch, but in a large part
of Southern Italy, in Siclly, in Portu-
kal and In the Netherlands, while as
emperor he ruled over a conslderable
portion of the present possessions of
Austrla and all the small states, which,
almost from the dawn of nuthentic his-
tory, have been grouped under the gen-
eral named of Germany. In Americn
the Spanifit power was acknowledged
over & Lerritory so vast as to make the
mightlest empires of antiquity seem
contemptible by comparison. Charles
clalmed for his own the 8,000,000 square
mitles of North America and the 7.000,-
000 of South America, a grand total of
15,000,000 square miles on this slde of
the Atlantic, while his possessions in
Africa, Asla and the Innumerable is-
lands that, in every sea, acknowledged
alleglance to  the Spanish  throne,
brought up, with the Furopean states,
the aren of the empire to a grand total
of not less, and perhaps more, than
17,000,000 square miles, Never before
nor since has %o vast a territory been
governed by one man. The Czar of
Russin rulés o territory a llitle mors
than half the size of that which owned
the sway of Charles; the Britigh fla
MOAs Over muen Je8s than two-thirds
that area; the Roman eagleg, In the
golden days of Trajun, were honored
over i territory only one-gixth as large
as the dominlon of Charles, while the
emplreg of Greece, and™ Assyria, and
Babylon, and the great states, founded
by the Moguls and G®nghls Khan, were
petty by comparison with the Spanish
dominiong, Over 100 different politizal
commonwealths have been carved out
of the Hpanish empire, and still the

process Is golng on,

A COMPARISON,

The overshadowlng supremacy of
Bpaln can he better understood by
glancing at the relative positions held
by other states orf Europe that have
grown while Spain was declining, When
Spain was nt her best, France was
hardly more than u vassal state.
Hemmed in on every slde by her power-
ful nelghbor, the territory of France
was much more limited than at pres-
ent, while the crushing defeats of the
French arms ot the hands of the dread-
e Spanish house caused, in 8paln, the
sume contempt for France thut is now
felt In the latter country for Spain.
Germany and German slates of Aus-
trin were & part of the emplire, while to
the goutheast, the Hungarinng were so
constantly engaged In batiling with
the Turk as to Hod no time for other
cveoupation, The stutex of Italy not un-
der control of the Spanlsh emplre were
under its political influence, while to
the east of Germany, the kingdom of
Poland, when not divided by civil gtrife
among Its nobllity, was allernately
waging war against the Turks to the
suuth and the savage t(ribes In the
Breat steppes which extended 1o the
base of the Ural range, Russia was
little more considered In the affalrs of
Europe than China is at present, being
regurded ns & savage state, while Den-
mark and Sweden were hardly more
esteemed than Russia. Bven England
had not, at that time, come to be recog-
nized us a first-clags power, and, al-
though Charles and Henry VIII, met on
terms of equallty as relgning sover-
elgns, 1t was regarded at the time as
speclal condescension on the part of the
former that he, the ruler of the world,
should show such a courtesy to the king
of a petty group of Islands north of the
channel. The English colonial period
had not begun, and nothing was known
of the marvelous ability of the English
people as colonists In a new country;
the English commerce and manufac-
tures and banking institutions were al
in the future; there was no standing
army on the islands; a few top-heavy
ships, more dangerous to the sailors on

rd from a tendency to capsize, than
to the enemy, represented the splendid
fleets that now carry the British flag
on every sea. Bpain was the master
of the world, and no proposal of inter-
national consequence was made in any
court of Europe without consulting the
Bpanish ambassador: nor was any plan
carried out without the approval of his
master.,

WEALTH OF THE EMPIRE,

The natural resources of the Spanish
”"l'e“tll:a“fn lr: h:hm”““ #o consid-
erab t d8 of an enter-
prising and industrious people the
country would take high rank among
the nationa of the earth, but the re-
wources of Spaln were but a trifle com-
rnl with those of the empire. The

talian and SBiclllan possesaions were
wealthy,

le sums sent to Spain
from the almost llmitless colonles in
America.

SPAIN

ery of the new world 2,000 tons of gold
and three times that quantity of silver
crossed the ocean to he squandered In
Spain.  Penniless knights, with only
their arms, borrowed money to seek
their fortune Iin Amerlca and returned
milllonaires. Merchants and capital-
ists who investad their means in Amer-
lcan ventures became snormously rich.
Men who went out to America as com-
mon soldiers came back in a few years
and paraded the streets of Madrid and
Toledo and Cordova with processions
of slaves and attendants such as be-
fitted the state of a prince, In 1640 a
Spanish soldier was married In Barce-
lona to the daughter of a nobleman and
gave away in alms at his wedding
$600.000 in gold and silver. Spain was
Hterally intoxicated with wealth, and
went wild with  the expectation of
more,  In every town there were those
who hud made fortunes in  America
and returned to Spaln 1o fdeunt thelr
ill-gotten galns before their furmer us-
soclated, The wildest extravagancs
prevalled. A returned Spaniard In
1557 stoud st his window In Muadiid and
threw, a handful at & time, two bar-
rels of sliver colns Into the street be-
low for the pleasure of seeing the peo-
ple seramble and fhght Tor the money.
The wildest tales of spendtheift fancy
during periods of abnormul develop-
ment elgewhere seem lume when uu;u—i
pared with the foliles of the newly )
rich In Hpain durving the century after

the discovery, |

HEGINNING OF THE DECLINE [

Extravagance, whether national or In-
dividual, infallibly brings its own pun- |
Ishment, and Spain was no exception lnl
the rule. It Is possible far nutions, as
for Individuals, to become shifiless, and
Spain had become a nation of mprovid-
ent gamblers, Agriculture and the In- |
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~From the Chicazo Times-

dustries which bulld up the substantial
prosperity of a natlon were neglected,
while thousands of the young men, the
best blowd of the country, Hocked to
America to joln thoge who had gone he-
fore In the search of gold. So grent
was the outflow of the bone and sinew
of the nation that in 1684, mechanics
In the cltles of Bpain commanded four
times the dally wages that had been
pald thirty years earlier, while, in the
agricultural distriets, labor could not
be had at any price, and hundreds of
farms remained untilled because of the
lnck of men to perform the necessary
work. The stupid policy of the gov-
ernment still further inereased the dif-
flenity, for Philip 1L, affirming that he
would rather not relgn at all than
relgn over heretles and unbellevers, be-
gan a polley of expelling Digsenters,
Jews and Morlgcoes, who ook with
them a large share of the industries and
artk of Spaln. The expulsion of the
Moora in particular did Infinite dam-
age to the country, for whatever of
industrial skill remained in it belonged
to them, and the result of their emigra-
tlon was the Immediate annihllation of
Bpanish manufactures, This, however,
was only a part of the Epanish misfor-
tunes. The sudden exaltation of Spain
preduced o degree of pride that, to
other notions, was unendurable, while
the wealth of the Spanish monarch ex-
cited the bitter envy of all his con-
temporary soverelgns, and led “to coms-
binations against the Spanish power,
Personal plgue often plays ns lmport-
ant & part In nationgl as In soclety
wffalre, and when the embassadors of
England, France and Venlee found the
repregentative of the mojesty of Spain
vlaiming precedence over themselves,
berause, 1o use the grandiloguent lan-
guage of one don, "My master rules
the earth and your kings are but his
puppets,” It was natural, not only that
they should report thelr grievance (o
thelr governments, but also that thelr
Indignant soverelgns should take up the
quarrel and make It personal to thems
selves,

THE WARS OF CHARLES V.

The consequence was that even dur-
Ing the relgn of Charles V, the empire
became Involved In war with all its
nelghbors, while the peace within was
often broken on gocount of the zeal
with which the state undertook to aid
the church In the extirpation of heresy.
There wias & long and costly war with
Francis 1,, arising from the Jealousy
relt by France for her more powerful
nelghbor: there was a longer and still
more expensive strife waged against
the Protestants of Germany amd the
people of the Netherlands, while
Charles, though eager to exterminate
hereties, did not seruple to make war
on the pope, and military operations
on a large scale were also carrled on
againgt the Turks, Tunis and Alglers,
The consequence was that even the
tnormous sums sent to the Imperial
treasury from Mexieo and Peru were
insufficlent to defray the expenses of
these campalgns, and Charles was
forced to levy extraordinary taxes on
the people. 'This caused revolts all over
Bpaln, and In several provinces a guer-
rilla war was carried on by the people
against the Imperial: troops for several
of the later years of the reign of
Charles. Even the extraordinary levies
falled to produce funds In sufclent
amount to carry out the plans of
Charles and he was finally compelled
to contract an enormous debt, for the
payment of which he pledged the reve-
nues of the state. There is abundant
reason to belleve that Charles clearly
foresaw the approaching decline of the
Bpanish power, but there is no speclal
evidence to show that he abdlcated in
order to escape his share of the re-
sponsibility. He was not a man to
ghirk responsibility. Hia abdication
seems Lo have been the act of an old,
broken, disappointed and  thoroughly
heart-slck man. He had seen all his
plans fall. He had seen France once
crushed, but stronger than ever; he had
seen Prolestantism apparently exter-
minated in Germany, but having ten
times more adherents at the close than

| accompanyling It to England, The ruln
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at the opening of his relgn, He wu’
gslek of the whole buginess and, so'in
disgust, turned it over to his son to.
munuage as best he could, v

THE GREAT ENGLISH WAR.

The evil that Charles did lived after
him and soon grew to mighty propor-
tions under Philip 11. Some of the mis- |
chievous measures of this short-sighted
king huve already been alluded to, but
the most d&ultmuinand far-reaching
mizstake was the glilsh war. His
marriage with Mary had not endeared
him in the least to the English people,
and his conquest of Portugal and mer-
clless campalgns agalnst the heretics
of the Netherlands showed the English
what they might expect should he suc«
ceed In obtalning authority on the
Islands, The death of Mary did not put
an end to his schemes, but his fallire
to contract a matrimonlial alllanes with

of Napoleon's wars, and worse was to
come, for three years after Napoleon
had been sent to St. Helena mutterings
of revolt were heard In the American
colonies. By 1520 the ‘'whole of Span-
Ish Amerlea was in open lnsurrection.
Herole attempts were made by the gove
trnment to put down the rebellions
that had sprung up all over the Span-
tsh colonles, but from Mexico to Chili
the whole country was up and armed,
and the few troops that could be sent
from Spain accomplished nothing. The
game policy that {8 now being prose-
cuted In Cuba—that of extermination—
was attempted In Ameriea, but the
Spaniards were too few to exterminate
whole nations, and, though the war
was prosecuted with as much vigor as
could be shown by a degenerate race,
before the close of 1826 the Spanlards
had been driven from every position on
the mulnland of Amerieas and thelr

Ellzabeth enraged him, and, for re-
venge, he plained the conguest of Eng-
lanad,

known 18 the Tuct that Philip was (n-

]
gpired o 00 out the great eet n 1588 |
bived t¢ . ik | stroggles buve tended to weaken

by the suceess Of o navael campalgn
ugainst the Turks in 15505 in which the |
Spanish  fHeet, allled with the naval |

forves of all the Mediterranean states, |

put an «ml to the Turkish growth at |
sea und foreed the Moslems to confine
thelr military onerations (o the land,
Philip dreamed of another Lepanto on
the English coast, and, with sublime
confldence In the nvinelbility of hig
fleet, was with difficulty reatralnsd from

of the Armada was the lirst great shock
to the Spanish monarchy. It had been
weakening for years, but the weakness
here and there observable did not de-
tract from publle bellef In Its general
strength. The lJoss of the Armada
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E GREAT SINGER.
Herald, By the Courtesy of H. H. Kohlsaat.

showed the world Bpain's weakest polnt,
and the enemles of the Spanish state
were not slow to profit by the knowl-
odge thus gained. The Engllsh, the
Dutch, the French hastened to bulld
vessels on the type of those In which
Drakeand hiscaptaing outmanoeuvered
the unwleldy galleons that foated help-
lessly up the channel, and in less than
a century three other great feets bear-
ing the Spanish flag had been captured
ar destroped by the small fleet cruisers
or these constantly hostile nations, and
iInnumerable Hpanish vessels had been
taken singly, whose treasure was spent
as prize money In Amsterdam,Bordeaux
and Portsmouth by elated sallors,

INCOMPETENT RULERS,

In addition to these reverses abroad,
a traln of disasters came at home from
the incompetence of the Spanish rulers,
No country was probably ever so
cursed with fanatical and imbeclie
king= as was Spain durlng the seven-
teenth century. Each seemed, If pos-
sible, a little worse than his predeces-
sor: o lttle more stupid, a lttle more
bigoted, @ little lesg able to see facts
thut were obvious to all others, until
the llke was ended by an ldot searce-
Iy alile to master the knowledge neces-
sury to slgn his name (o state papers.
The consequences were apparent. both
at home and abroad, Travelers through
Spaln declared that the whole coun-
try seemed under a biight, Industry
waa dead, the farms were untilled, the
pastures untenanted, the population
had fallen off to an alavinlng extent,
the roads between towns could not be
used, The provinees and dependent
giates were in constant rebellion, There
were Insurrections In Italy and Siclly,
Portugal recovered 1ts  indépendence,
the Svanish were driven out of the
Netherlands, there were wars with
France In which the arms of the latter
were uniformly victorlous, the Amer-
fran colonles were almost eompletely
cut off from intercourse with the home
government on account of the activity
of English and Dutch erulgers, while
‘what news came was largely of mis-
fortune, for the mines of preclous metal
were falling, rival viceroys and gover-
nors’ were fighting, and the nirates of
the West Tndies infested the coasts of
Mexico, Central Amerien and Vene-
auela o such an extent that only o
large and well-nrmed fleet could pass
in safety through the gnuntlet of plrate
brigantines. To crown  all, under
Charles 1), ot the beginning of the fol-
lowlng century, came the fumons war
of the Spanish suceeaslon, in which the
hest blood of Spaln was poured out on
distant fields in a quarrel In which the
Bpanigh people felt Httle Interest, and
at Ite close the power of the state was
still further reduced by the cesslons
which Philip V. wasg compelled to make
in order to maintain himself on the
Spanish throne,

THE AMERICAN REVOLT.

The eighteenth century was a perlod
of almost uninterrupted dizaster. Two
unsuccessful wars were waged with
Kngaand; during one, Gibraltay became
an English posgession; during the oth-
er, when Spain took rides with France
after the revolution, the Spanish fleet
was destroyed, all the ports of Spain
were blockaded and the country re-
duced to abject misery, But these
great misfortunes were small when
compared to those which came In the
first quarter of thig century, The at-
tempt of Napoleon to foree a French
king upon the Spanigh people led to'a
guerrilla war against the Invaders,
which raged for years In every noolk
and corner of the peninsula and though
successful, left the country a barren
waste, © , officers of Wellington's
army have left accounts of the pitlable
condition of Spain and It Inhabitants
a8 witnessed during their campalgne
against the French., Throughout whole
provinees not a farm was under cultl-
vation; heaps of ashes and standing
chimneys marked the sites of towns
and villages, anfl a few rugged, starv-
Ing wretches, pleking up ecorns in the
forests, represented the population,
Buch was the state of Bpaln at the end

The story of the “lnvincible Av- |
mada’” has been often told and s fainll- |

lar to every schouiboy, but tot #o well | Frauce in 1555 civil wars in the Basque

splendld emplie wds gone. Sinee then
the decline of SBpain has been still more i
muarked than Lefore, Kevolution has !
suceeeded  vevolution: with

4 war

countey.  the Carlist war and olher
the
nution, while industrles are paralyzed,
apricultue Is at o standstill, and of it
former greatness Spaln retaing only

the pride of vecollection,
THE CAU'SES,

8o rapld a decline and a fall so great
have not taken place without attract-
Inge the attention of phillosophlcal minds
which have exerted themselves to dis-
cover and explain the causes of the de-
cay of an empire that comprised more
territory within its limits than any
other known to the historlan. It is in-
teresting to observe that, In general,
the historians have explained the phe-
nomenon according to thelr own preju-
dives. The Prolestants uses the de-
cline as an object lesson agalnst the
prevalent religlon of Spain,, finding a
full and satisfactory vxp!anahun In the
Inquisition and the suppression of the
freedom of religlous opinion;one Catho-
lle historian, on the contrary, attributes
the decadence to the lenlency In denl-
Ing with heresy in Its early stages, af-
firming that had Charles V. exerted due
dillgence In stamping out the Reforma-
tion In Germany, 8pain would be today
what she was then, the grentest power
on the earth, The political economist
teaches that the enormous wealth
brought from America, Instead of en-
riching, really Impoverished Spain,since
it induced neglect of home Industries
and generated an extravagance which
became the ruin of the natlon, Buckle
finds, or thinks he finds, the cause,
partly at least, In the superstitious reyv-
erence for authority which kept the
Spaniards falthful to church and state,
even while they knew the one to be
corrupt and the other Incompetent.
Pride of character and an arrogance
that excited the hatred of all forelgn-
ers and the antagonism of all forelgn
states, the warlike habits of the Span-
ish people, confirmed by elght centuries
of constant conflict with the Moors,
draining the country of Its best men
and leaving only the weakly and infirm,
each and every one of these causes, to-
gether with Innumerable others, have
been upheld by able advocates, Bx-
plain it as we may, the fact remains,
that from whatever cause of cayses the
Spaln of today s but a phantom of the
Spain of three centuries ago; the splen-
did emplre of Charles V. and Philip 11,
has not melted away, It has been vio-
lently rent In pleces, and not a leading
power in the world but has grown
great, in some degree, at the expense of
Spain,

Notes on Science
and Industry,

A great number of people who can nevar
cross the ocean without being prostrat:d
by seasickness huve come to look upon
svery reputed ciure for that distressing
malady as a delusion and @ snarve,
Whether the latest remedy, or rather pre-
ventlve, I8 more efficaclous thun the rest
remains to be proved, Dr. A. D. Rocks
well says It Is. He asserts that the rea-
#on to little attentlon has been pald to
scasickness, especlally by those not sub-
Ject to I, 18 that thers was & fallacious
lilew that to be seaslck (id a person good;
that It cleared out the system, and theres
fore nature should be allowed to take Its
course, Dr. Rockwell holds that there
Is nelther advuntage or need for the all-
ment, It must be prevented ,and the bat-
Ll of preventlon must be fought on land
before sailing., For three days before the
voyage doses of bromide of sodium must
be taken—in ‘Illw«remm'e to bromide of
potagslum—and thls course must be con-
tinued for three or four days after satl-
ing, One pleasant effect of this bromizu-
tlon is the sound and refreshing nature
of the sleep It Induces, The dose recom-
mended by Dr, HRockwell Is thirty grains
of bromide of sodium three times a day
for three days before the voyage, and for
three or four days after starting, He has
Invariebly found this treatment an abso-
lute preventive,

oA I |

Among the noveltles In bicyele gear 18 &
new foot clip, which huas severd]l good
featured, The construction is such that
when Lhe pedal s not In use snd hanging
downwarl, the mu-.-ll[: awings out of the
wity, so thut the pedial may be canght by
the rider's fool without any attention be
Ing pali to the clp. The Instant the foot
Is pluced upon the pedal the clip fles Into
position, where It locks tlrmly, When the
foot is removed, and the pedal turns with
the clip on the underside, the mechuniam
Immediately unlocks automatically, and
Is ready for further use. Hy the use of
Ui elip the sideguards on the pedals may
be dispensed with, ad the clip I8 provid-
ed with & metal strip, which acls as a
guard, and which can be made narrower
ur wlder to suit the rlder’s fuot. The clip
welghy three ounces, It s =lmply and
strongly made, unil can be adjusted 1o Mt
almost any kind of pedal, The lnventor
of u new bleyele bruke cluims that his
applinnee, wheh can ulso be used as o
foot brake, will not cut or wear the tire
material, The brake frame, which Ix of
meinl, carrles two flanged rollers, on
which Is tightly stretehed o rubber band,
the brake belng attached (o a stem which
extends up the steering head, When the
brak® stem or rod s forced downward
in the upnal way the band bears with cor-
responding pressure on the wheel tlre,
(e of the rollers of the band Is wdjusia-
ble, and can be s0 moyed as to Increuase
the tenslon on the hand,

It seems that, independent of the now
much-mooted question of horseflesh for
htiman food, thers can be no doubt as Lo

the value of that animal's boues for in-
dustrlal wnd chemleal purposes, An in-
vestigutor of this subject states that the
leg bones are %0 very hard and white as
to he speclally valuable for handies of
pocket and table cutlery, omd the ribs
and head are burnsl to make bone-black
after they have been treated for the glue
that Is In them: in the caleining of these
bones the vapors arlsing are comndernsed
and form the chief source of carbonate of
ammonin, which constitutes the base of
nearly all ammonlacal galts, To make glie
the bones ave softensd In muriatle acil,
dlugolved In bolling water, cast Into
aquares, and dreied on nets. The phos-
phate of lime, acted upon by sulphuri:
acld and caleined with carbon, produces
phogporus for muatches, The roots are |

stance Is shipped to the manufarctorles of
combs and & variety of special articles. |
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Dr 8. G, 8terlin Ryerson has grouped
together - few of the admonitions by
which It is sought from t(ime to time 10
warn the public agalnst frittering away
their eyesight. He says: “'Don't read in
rallway tralng or In  vehlcles in
motion; don't read lying or In & con-
strained position: don’t read by firellght,
moonlight or iwllight or by fickering
garlight or camilelight; don’t road books
printed on thin paper or books which have
no gpace beiween the lines; don't read for
more than ifty minutes without stopping,
whether the eyes are tired or not; don't
hald the reading close 1o the eyes; don't
study at night, but In the morning when
you are fresh; don't select your own
glasges at the outsel.' Dr. Ryerson ex-
Inina Lho! reading dying down tends to
ficrease the straln an the accommodo-
tlon, #nd reading while traveling tires
[ the cillarr-muscle beceuss 'of the too fre-
quent adjustment of the focus, In short,
anything which tends to Inoregse the
q;mm!ty of Wood in the organ favors
the Increase of the defect, leading In ex-
tréame cares (o detnchment of the retina
and blindnean,
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FONALE. DL FHTERS

Spain’s Collection of Feminine Mata-

dors Who Fight to Kill.

A STUDY IN HUMAN DEPRAVITY

Account of Some of the Deeds of Blood
and Daring Performed by Ama-
sun-Like Donnas of the Fire-
Esting Kingdom.

From the Clobe-Democrat,

When the people of Barcelona fired
the whole world with talk of war be-
tween Houln and the United States by
mobbing the Amerlcan consulate in that
clty and dragging the Stars ond Stripes

| in the dust they had Just come from a
| bull ngnt.

The ferovious sport had ex-
clted thelr tlery natures to the polnt of

| Trenzy, and they were ready for any

extravagant act to relleve their surplus
excltement, If there had been no bull
Nght that day, Spain might not now be
Httlng up privatesrs o préy upon our
commeree und spernding money which
It can 111 afford to vee, It was the bull
fight which suddenly brought on the
crisis, otherwise the national differ-
ences would have bheen shuttled back-
ward and forward in the devious chan-
nels of diplomacy, until all the bitter-
ness of feeling had been dissipated,
The Barcelona bull fight Is quite dif-
ferent from the same Kind of sport In
other Spanish cities, for it Is there that
the woman bull fighter is born and bred
and makes here Introductory killing be-

————

lives long enough ‘to enter the ring the
next day, but he is usually so weak
that the bull makes short work of him.

WOMEN IN THE RING.

On the day set apart for the women
bull fighters there are women only in
the ring. The plcadors ride in on the
equine wrecks garbed in the costume
of the Epanish knights of the middie
ages. The women look very handsome
and ride with considerable grace. Fol-
lowing the plcadors are the chulos on
foot, who wear wonderful cloaks, and
enough ribbon to stock a small shop.
They group themselves so that the
swirling mass of variegated color will
aggravate the bull. After a short
pause, in comes the matador with a
naked sword In her hand. She, of
course, Is the queen of the day. The
right hand holds the sword and In the
left ghe carrles the muleta, a slender
stick with a bit of scarlet silk at-
tached. The pleadors take up o post-
tlon In the center of the ring with thele
long lances held firmly.

Then the bull Is driven In. This Is &
eritical moment. ‘The experienced oned
in o moment can tell IF the bull Is a
natural fighter or whether he s peace-
ably Inclined. If the former, they
know that they will get their money’s
worth in blood, If the latter, they
have thelr doubts. The best Aghting
bulls are supplled by the duke of Ver-
agua, the descendant of Christopher
Columbus, who visited this country
during the World's Falr. The duke's
Income 1&g supplled by this business,

If the bull Is qulet, and shows no
disposition to attack at once, the plea-
dors ride around him, prodding him
where they can with thelr long lances,
The chulos excite him by the fashing
of their gorgeous colors. 1t is not in
the bull nature to stand this for any
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5, MARVELOUS CHILD SOPRANO,

~From the Chicago Times Herald. By the Courtesy of H. H. Kohlsaat,

fore an admiring audience, Some of
the aristocracy of the old regime de-
plore the existence of the woman bull
Aghter, but the middle classea adore
her, and every year marks an Increase
in the ranks of the feminine dabblers
In blood.

HOW IT USED TO BE.

In the old days the bull fighter was a
gentleman of the bluest blood, who rode
Into the ring on an Arablan charger,
worth almost his welght In gold, It
was a great accomplishment In the old
days, and the young gentleman who
ranked as the cleverest bull dghter of
his tlme was a man of vast social dis-
tinction, He was the pet of all the fine
ladies of the land and the envy of all
the men. Kings, queens and princes
smiled upon him and there was no favor
too great to be heaped upon him. He
was the idol of the people, He did not
fight In the manner of today, He car-
ried a simple javelln, four feet long,
and slew the bull unalded, at the same
time putting his gpirited mount through
4 serles of intricate evolutions to show
off the paces of the animal and his own
horsemanship,

These were brave days for the young
men of Spain, They ware supplanted
by the bull fighters who entered the
arena for hire, These men at frat took
more desperate chances than the oth-
ers and, moreover, rode poor, broken-
down horses, which were so slow and
nerveless that they could not avold the
cumbersome charges of the enraged
bull, The horses were gored, and this
added 1o the pleasure of the populace,
The more blood that s spilled and spat-
tersd about, the greater the sutisfaction
of the audlence. 1f some poor pleador
I# lald low thelr delight is supreme, 1f
the matador Js hasty and kills the bull
carly In the fight without giving the
beast a chance to gore some one the au-
dlence s angry. It has been cheated
of its share of blood,

THIE NEXT BTEP,

The next step I the degeneracy of
the bull ring, according to Spanish au-
thorltles, came with the appearance of
the woman fighter. Trom the ranks of
the Barcelona mill hands, girls with
ngile bodies, handsome in face and form,
come the women bull Aghters. As mill
hauds they are virtually slaves, earn-
Ing only enough to keep body and soul
together, As bull fighters they are the
Idolg of the peonle, the reciplents of
showers of adulation, with fine clothes

| and plenty of money. to apend, They
| live under a halo of happiness and pros-

perity. No wonder It Is the dream by
day and night of all the pretty dark-
eyed girls slaving away in the mills
that they, too, will enter the arena
some day and kill bulls amid the wild
enthuslasm of the best people of the
city,

It s almost needless to say that
the most popular of these Amazons are
the prettlest and the shapeliest. They

bolled to extract the oll; the horny sub- | wear the same garb as men bull fight-

ers, and they ride the horse astride.
If they rode with the side =addle it
would be a mest dangerous proceed-
Ing, for a fArm =ecat I8 essential Lo safety
of e and limb,

In the ring at gome lttle digtance It
Is guite Impossible to distingulsh the
gexes, The girls are quite as tall as
the men, and almost as heavily bullt,
There Is nothing feminine about them,
either, when the fight really begins.
They do not sicken to galn feroclty
by it, and they are happy In a ecene
which would catuse the average Amer-
lean woman to faint In short order.

The horses which the women ride are
the same Dbroken-down wrecks which
the men use. In fact, the management
finds that women are more reckless in
exposing the horses than the sterner
fex, ‘This has led to a practice which
the B8Soclety (or the Preventlion of
Cruelty to Animals would kil off In
no time In any city in this country, It
Is this: When a horse has been hor-
ribly gored and staggers about the ring
with his entrails hanging out, he is

not killed to end his misery, but Is led
‘Into one of the stalls, where his en-

tralls are thrust back and the wound In

length of tjme, and soon he begins to
charge right and left, Horses are
bowled over and gored, When the bull
has been worked Into a perfect frenzy
thr.-kmaamdor prepares for her dainty

task.

To kill him at one blow s conaldered
bad form, aithough it I1s most diffiey t,
The popular matadors stick him l re
and there until he streams blood 11 a
score of places, When he Is at nis
wildest the matador by a few deft steps
worka to his left side and at the proper
Instant stands up on her litttle toes to
her full helght, and with a downward
thrust of the sword sinks it to the hilt
Immediately back of the shoulder
blades, If the aim be true, the sword
blade cuts the heart In two and the
bull drops dead In his tracks, This Is
consldered a great feat. and the lucky
matador who accomplighes It the first
time I8 caught In a shower of jewels,
colns and flowers from all sides of the
arena,

The cleverest women bull fighters In
Spaln today are Providence Almeda
Marla Alvarado. They are great rive
uls and each has an Immense following
of admirers, Y
—

YOUR GOOD HEALTH.

Chaerfulness, first of all, Is a duty n
man owes to himself, Any physiclan will
tell you that one of the best preventives
of diseuse Is cheerfulness, and one of thi
best curatives, when disuse hus set in, 15
that happy and hopeful disposition thut
feels it 1s ull for the best, whatever comes,
health or slekness, life or what they call
deuth. Such u man will be restored 1o
henlth under the most adverse clreunis
stunces, while the strong but despondent
and melancholy disposition will wesken
Al fade awey. All the doctors in the
lund cannot suve w man who has not ens
ergy enough to will his own exlstence,
Thinking of this, the great English hise
torinn sald that cheerfulness was worth
more thuan 5,00 a year,

The Dublin Journal of Medlcal 8clence
quotes an Interesting statement by Sir
Benjamin W. Richardson concerning his
observations on the duration of life of the
offspring as compared with that of the
parents, He conalders that §f the ages of
the two parents and of the four grand-
parents be added together and divided hy
six, the age of the case In point will b
told with an average varlation of not moro
than two. If the ages of the parents are
high, the offspring tends to improve on
them; if low lmf‘ un nverage of 40 or low-
er), the life of the offspring will probably
he ghorter,

as o most appetizing breakfust or lunch-
fon rellsh., The sharp stimulus of fralt
is one of the best things to set the diges-
tive organs In order for the duy and the
pecullar properties of the kl'lﬁbfnlil glve
it mygrked medicinal value, ‘hen eaten
ot luheheon It Ia prepared In o different
way than for hreakfast wervice, For the
second meal the contents of two halvea
should be scraped out, the secde nnd
tough cone of dviding skin taken out
and the pulp and julee thus obialned e
to 1l one of the hiulves, which it will just
about do. A tablespoonful of sugar and

fuley pulp, add the imrfn--uug flavor, At
breakfust, with the long, polnted orange-
spoon, the meat I8 eaten out as I# that of
an orange and very litle sugar In use,
many pergons preferring none on  the
ground that itz full medicinal value is bet-
ter ohtained,

The diet in old age s a matter of no Mt-
tle Importance, Milk, milk preparations,
and farlnaceous foods gre usually well
adapted Lo the nourlshment of aged in-
dividuuls, Vegetable uliments rich In
etarch unid sugar and animal food con-
taining much fat sare to be avolded, be-
cauge they are likely (o Increase the
fatty deposlts within the body, and also
becanse, I consequence of a retarded cir-
culation and less vigorous respiration,
thev become o obeck (o tlssue metamor-
phosls—withdrawing from the blood 1he
OxXyEen necessury for transforming other
and more avallable principles in tlssue
fooil, On the other hamd, an excess of
nitrogenons food Is to e avolded becatise
of the falllne paowers of the organs of »x-
cretlon—narticularly the kidney and lv-
erg, Plethorle perrons should partieulnr-
Iy avold a tod stimulating dlet, for the
wnlls of the blood-channels loge much of
thelr strength with declining years and
render easy, from teifling cause, the rup-
ture of n ves=el In lungs or brain. For
gimllar renrons sirong emotion or undus

the stomach séwn up. Bomestimes he

?hyuleal
he aged

one of rum or sherry, mixed with the |

exertion are frequently fatal to J

Crape-frult is an admirable tonle as well |
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THE LATEST WAR CLOUD

It Hovers Ominously in the Vicialty
of Khartoam.

GREAT TROUBLE'S SMALL START

The Successor of El Mahdl Is on the Wap
path and the Soudan Will Proba=
bly Soon Re-echo with the
Clash of Swords.

Upon small events great results hings,
A meandal In Rome twoyears ugo threats
ened the safely of the Crispl ministry,
and to divert attention Ttaly pmlllnn‘.
war on the dervishes of the Soudan. The
wur to u certain point was successful;
but the playlng by ltaly of & bunce
game on Menelek 11, king of Shoas, In
Abyssainla, In the form of & gold-brick
treaty, rolled that dusky sovereign ins-
to fighting humor, and the next thing
that ltuly knew, her crack commander,
Ueneral Buratlerl, hud been ignomins
ously defeated. ‘This litle Incldent cont
Crispl his oficlal head, nearly upset
the throne of King Humbert, and last,
but not least, it has filled with flre-eat«
ing belligerency every unhung savage
in uncivilized North Africa, has given
John Bull a long-sought pretext to make
a new grab for territorial spolls, and
threatens to set all Europe at dagger's
points,

The victorler of Menelek have evie
dently roused the war spirit of the rules
of the dervishes, and a bloody and re
lentleas war with the forces of civillsa«
tion is Imminent,

ROMANCE OF THE MAHDL

There Is no more interesting and roe
mantic drama In history than that of
the rise of the Mahdist power, which
is now to be broken forever by Engliah
arms or to engulf Egypt.

Barely ten years ago the Soudan was
under the rule of Egypt and open to
civilization. In the chief towns were
found European representatives, In
Khartoum itself the foreign powers had
representatives, ‘Travelers could pass
through the land unharmed. Tele,
lines and postal services facllitated in«
tercourse. Mosques, churches and
schools looked after the moral and in-
tellectual training of the young, The
land was inhabited by diverse tribes,
many hostile to each other, but kept at
peace by the strength of the Governs
ment.

Today this whole terrltory Is undee
the despotle rule of Khalifa Abdullah,
the head of the Mahdists. No European
can venture to cross the limits of the
land, which Is cut off from every civil=
Ized Influence. Death or life-long cap=
tivity would be his lot. The people are
kept In the greateat subjection, while
Khalifa and his chosen companlons lead
lives of luxury and llcentlousness at the
capital, Obdurman.

The cause of this remarkable change
of conditions was the Mahdil, who, tak«
ing wdvantage of the discontent due to
Egyptian officials’ avarice and misgov=
ernment, led the Dervishes In a revoll,
expelled the former rulers gand made
himself the autocrat of the reglon,

SUDDEN RISE TO POWER.

The man who announced himself as
El Mahdl was Mahomet Ahmed, & low=
born Dongowall, whose family was
lrughed at for insisting that it was de=
scended fromm Mahomet, This Ahmed
became a fanatical recluse, renouncing
the snares of the world and getting
local fame as a holy man, He de=
nounced the leader of his sect for de-
parting from some Injunctions of the
prophet. The story of hls deflance and
stern opposition to the degeneracy of
the time spread far and wide among the
tribes of the Soudan and made his name
& gynonym for plety,

Ahmed began to think of himsalf as
the Mahdl, had vislons, asserted that
Mahomet held long talks with him and
finnlly confided to a few Intimate
friends, who believed, or pretended to
belleve, him. Boon he was working
miracles with ease and frequency and
carrying on a secret correspondence
with leaders of disaffected tribes
through the Boudan. Then came the
revelt, which ended with the tragle
death of Chinese Gordon on the day of
the storming of Khartoum,

After the fall of Khartoum the Mahdl
ruled supreme, with the Khalifa Abe
dullah as his chief adviser., Hoth wers
Ignorant bigots, pretending to be strict
disciplea of the religion, but secretly
glving themselves up to shoeking
drunkenness and llcentlousness, The
Mahdl bullt himself a capital on the
bank of the Nile, opposite Khartoum,
on the site of the village of Omhurman,
and retained Its name.

There he strengthend his army and
announced that he was about to start
on the expedition of conquest Into Ku-
rope and Asle, He sent letters to Queen
Vietorla and other Furopean rulers,
calllng upon them to surrender gand bes
come his vassals and Mahdists,

But a few months after the fall of
Khartoum the Mahdl dled, He was
taken off by typhus fever, which found
him easy prey on account of his des
bauchery,

KHALIFA ON THE THRONE,

The Khallfa suceeeded him as leadep
of the Mahdists. To Intrench himself
he called the Western nomads, who are
of his own bloml, to come to his capital,
They marched through the Soudan,
robbing and murdering as they came,
They rolled Into the Nile digtrict, drove
out the peaceful farmer and toovk thele
lands, thelr houses and thelr slaves,
The Khalife promised thelr furmers
compensation, but never gave It. He
| gave them instead the right to oppress
and rob as they pleasod,

The reglons that are ruled by the fols
lowers of the Mahdl are bordered on
the north by the Saharn Desert and
Egypt, on the east by the Itallan strip
of Afrlen and by Abyssinin. To the
south and west lie the Congo Froe State
and the English and French and Gers
man territories in Western Africa.

When the Mahdi first rose to power
the entire country was with him heart
and soul. Fanaticlsm burned in the
heart of every soldlier, and the Mahdist
army Insplred well-grounded fear In
the Europeans that fought agalnst It,
for every soldler would flght untll he
died, and flight was unknown.

DECAY OF THE DESPOTISM.

Sincee then there has been a change.
The Khalifa, with his eastern Arabs
for backers, has ruled with o rod of
iron, and the unfortunate tribes fairly
long for a return to thelr former alleg-
lance to Egypt. Seventy-five per cent.
of the population has besn carried off
by war, famine and pestilence since the
Mahdl's day; the remainder are little
maore than slaves. The terrible scourge,
the slave trude, is rampant In the land,

Nevertheless, the Khalifa Is probably
securely Intrenched against internal
foes, He lves ghut up in Omdurman,
surrounded by guards, and gpending a
good part of the time in his harem,
where he has no fewer than 400 wives
and concublpes, His throne s defend-
e¢d by a standing army of about 50,000
men, many of whom are fairly well
armed with rifles.
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Chronie Rhenmatism Cured.

Dr. B. H. Hettinger, Indlanapolis, Tnd,,
says: "For several months after sprain-
ing my ankle I was severely afflicted
with Rheumatism. 1 finally: tried Det-
chon's *Mystic Cure’ for Rheumatism,
and In 4 days could walk without my
cane; two botlles cuved me sound and
well, T take great pleasure In recom-
mending the ‘Mystic Cure’ to all who
are afficted with Rheumatism.” BSold
by Carl Lorenz, Druggist, 418 Lacka-
wanna avenue, Scranton.

-

James K. Hackett has been engaged to
replace Herbert Keley as the leading man
of the Lyceum Theatre 8tock Company,
Intwo or three years, Manager Dan
mt:n expects o bring Hackett out as &
SLAr,




