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AT TABLE

By MRS. BURTON HARRISOR.

[Copyright, 1805, by Bacheller, Johnson and Bachellan)

BYNOPSIS,

hl.lc%u Charlion, & beautiful and spirited
‘iﬂ belonging to an old but impoverished
rginia famdly, hna accepled a position
&8 private secretary to Mrs, Caldwell, a
wealthy soclety leader at Newport. 8She
Bhas formed a pleasant acqualntance with
& young man pamed Duncan Moore—a
guest In the house of her employer—who

first did nol understand Felicia's posi-

. The young lndy has just been mor-
tifed by the distant manner of her pa-
tronesa,

I1.

The incident, occurring upon the
threshold of her new experience, struck
her unpleasantly. With her simple,
hearty, southern ideas, she conld not
imagine arrival In a strange house
without some sort of a personal wel-|
come from the hostess; and the quality |

[ white hand she motioned him to re-
mal!n.

“Hiyt why?' he sald, “or, at least, |’

when, shall I talk with you ngain?”

“When you shall have been properly
Introduced,” she exclalmed, vanishing
from his sight.

Muoore sat for a while upon the for-
saken bench, till shadows lengthening
upon the lawn, and the purple light of
evening on the gca, sent him within
doors to dress for dinner.  When he
came down Into the library where the
house-party met before dinner was &n-
nrounced, he looked eagerly about him,
biit In the varlous groups saw no sign
of the falry of the cliff. A= look would
have it, his seat at table that night was
far away from Mrs, Caldwell’s, and, un-

of that Investigating gaze was to her| Ul Just after the men came In from the
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totally unknown. But, taking heart,

she noted with dellght the vxquln!ll'l
beauty of the verdant lawns and radi-|
ant flower beds on either side the well- |

kept driveway leading up to such a
house as surpassed her fondest dream
of Impoesing completeness, The striped
yellow awnings over all the windows
on the front, shading flower hoxes that
overflowed with bloom: the verandas
ylelding glimpses of chairs and couches
and tall palms; and above all the fow-

“I Bag Your Pardon,” lle Sold,

era and planta masged In every angle
where they could be placed In exterior
decoration—seemed to Felicla incredi-
bly enchanting. As she sprang out of
the trap and looked around her. eateh-
ing o distant vista of blue sea at the
end of & reach of velvet sward, she was
duzed with exvitement. She forgot that
ghe had been left standing there alone;
and her first fall from the clomds was
eaused by the too easy manner amd lan-
guage of a lady's muld who came 0
egcort her to her room,

Fellela had nothing to complain of In
externaly, certuinly, The room that
was asslgned to her, all white-and-rose
and pgreen-stained furniture, with a
window looking upon the sen, was de-
lightfully cool and tempting. Ten was
gerved to hor there, her Jittle trunk was
brought in and unstrapped, and upon
the table =he fuund o book or two,
ghould she wigh to pass her time other-
wise than by looking out of the fower-
framed shaded window. But by and by
a sense of loneliness set In, and to ban-
§sh it she stole out for a walk about the
grounds,

Gasing from o shaded bench upon
the cliff over the sea an infinite peace
fell upon her spirit. How long ghe had
gat there she did not know, until she
became conscious that a young man In
summer flannels had come along the
path leading to her eyrle, and was
gearching for something he had lost.

“1 beg your pardon he anld, taking
off hia hat; "I did not know anyone hmj
succeeded me in my fevorite haunts.

“You are looking for this?" she sald,
holding out a little compHss of gold and
eryntal she had pieked up, then for-

1 ' -
.‘al‘l{'l:g, thank you, Tt represents the
economies of my small sister who sent
it to me for a birthday gift to-day." he
gald, taking the trifle from her tinger
tips. “'1 suppose you have just come,
and have not yet scen our hostess,

Cheered by his cordial tone, Folleln
answered as the girls of her race and
bringing up are wont to do, euslly, fear-
lessly smiler, viaying around her rosy
lips and In her friendly eyes: and at
once they were lausched upon a eon-
yversation that proved, apparently, as
satisfactory to Duncan Mouvre ns It cor-
tainly was to our poor little confding
Felicla, tongue-tied for so many bours
and aching to communicate her sensa-
tlons to somebody.

She at once discovered that Me. Moore
was, like herself, an Inmate of the
house; was spending a fortnight with
the Caldwells, aml was already almost
#done to death” with the Insistence of
Newport hospitality, He, of course,
took his artless and refreshing little
person, whose good Jooks charmed his
eye, 0 be a guest upon his'own plane,
Even It Fellcia had suspected hia mis-
gake, It would not have occurred to her
fo do more than laugh at it. “Down
gouth” the young lady engaged to be

erness or companion or gecretary is

all things & member of the family;
and when, as usual, she is well born
and well bred, the fact of poverty is the
merest bagatelle, so far as social con-
sideration is concerned, How could It
enter into Fellcla's head that she was
henceforth to be a taboo to the familiar

associates of her employer?
Luckily, upon thig occasion, she was

finding it out. The maildenly
m that in her underlaid & manner
coquettish In Its  directness,

her to withdraw from the in-

. As she arose, and Moore of-

to walk the house with her,

Wwith the

smoke-room, he had no apportunity to
make Ingulries of hls hogteass,

“The young lady who arrived this
afternqoon?” repeated Mrs, Caldwell,
In bewllderment. “You are drenming.
Nobody new 2 here. You know they
suy I nm faithtul to the same old gang,
and you wie all present, [ belleve."

Mouvre shrank a Httle from her as he
went on In his dogred wny:

“Mlss Charlton, T mean,
lady from Virginla,
you were driving.”

Mrs. Caldwell threw back her dark,
well-colffed head, with a peal of laugh-
e,

"I goe what you mean now. 1te my
new secretary, who's ¢come to replace
that dreadful. nushing ereature I wold
You oy and, i you believe me, 1 got in
#0 inte to dress; I have not seen hep
Yo, How could you make such n omis-
take?"

“What mistake?

Y To—er—sup pusse
of my pueste,”

Moore, nngercd By her supercilions
deawl, felt his color vlse, Then, re-
stinining himselr, e turmed on his hee!
ead deft her, Inwardly sesolved not to
spend ancther doy under the roof of
thie pretentions worldling,

But when the nexst day came he dill
Tl g nwany.

The young
who came while-

that she wae one

Poor Pelleln' 't wag such o sad
anwnkening!  Twenty-four hours spent
I &y new eapacity were quite safli-
cient o show her that business, not
frlendehip, was the platform on which
she Mocd,  Mrs, Caldwoell, when, on the
morning  ftollowing  her arvival, she
sunmoned hore latest employe into the
howdle, where Felleln's dutles wors Lo
e performed, had vecelved her with
the most  perfunctory of handshikes
and without & smlle, The girl, unne.
custonusd o thig omisglon of soclal
conrtesies, fancled horsell an offender,
and for o moment stood slck at heart
with wondering what she had done. In
@ short thme, however, Mrs, Coldwell
miade 1t perfectly elear that Miss Charl-
ton hid In no wlsge transgresaed, and
wag cvent weleomm In the stress of her
ecinployers’ arrears of correspondenes
Leaning back in a deen wilcker chair
with fantastic frilled cughions of Chinn
gk, buegide o table covered with specis
men vages of emerald glass each cun-
telning a perfect rose, the great lady
dictnted a dozen Hitle notes of courts
esy, conventionality or charity, which
Fellcia's flect  pen transcribed upon
gheets from a sllver-mounted papore:
cape noon o table lttered with every
contrivanes for elegant dalllanee with
Jetters, This done, and evidently dane
to Mrs, Callwell’s satistaction, Felicin
received Instructions o f1l up a #eries
of dinuer invitations, with namgs and
datgs for a hanoust to be given thres
woeks off, nml to address envelobis
from a list furnished her for o musicale

| tor which a great artist had been ens

gaged to come up from New York,
“Phig will glve you cnough for to-
day,” sald Mrs, Caldwell, rising to go.
“you will consider this room your own
to st nat all hourg, but your meals will
be taken In what we call the schouol-
room, which 18 more convenient for the
gervants to earry the travs into, 1—er—
think you probably dined there last
night. It = o nlce little room, and 1
hope you will take care that they glve
you everything nleely. The housekeep-
er has the strictest orders about my
geeredary’s comfort, and you must im-
medintely report to her If anything is
omitted. At any time when yYou waunt
to drive out, one of the grooms can take
you In the bagkel phacton; and, as you

With Footstcps Light as Thistle Down.

see, Lhere are books here, and a plano, If
you play. [ mm happy to say that |
think you will sult me exactly; and 1
am glad Maud Branhum spoke Lo you,
Yout salary will be puld monthly, end
here ((handing her a checl) s the first
month In advance, as you muay have
some purchases to meke.'

This was n kindly thovght, and to it
Fellela's spitvit responded; but, looking
Into Mra, Caldwell's ever unsmiling face,
ghe dared not speak. The lady rustled
rrom the room, and Felleda, left nlone
In the apartment that was g0 far beyond
her dreams of tuxury, dropped her little
head down upon the blotter before her
and burst Into tears,

“She doer not mean to be unkind,”
Fellota mused, after a week of her new
life had paszed. “I think, in her heart,
she fancles she 8 & model patroness,
But oh! the wiy | am made to feel my
distance! Nevér a laugh or a jest for
me; yet as soon as she rejoins any of
her guesin, she Iv the gayest of the gay.
Bhe must know—Maud told her—1I am
a lady born, and entitled to rank with
the best. [ wonder If it ever occurred
to her what life 18 without anybody to
talk to or to confide In. | suppose a
reglly superior ‘charaeter would find

In thin beautiful room, add the
and drives, and, above all, In
[P, 1 woth bt Dttt pass

. ‘ . people, peo-

Bomebody to sympathise srith
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SCRANTON, PA,
CAPITAL,- - - - - $250,000
&5,000

UNDIVIDED PROFITS, - 35,000

Business and Personal Accounts Received

. OFFICERS.
HENRY J. ANDERSON, Vice-President,

DIRECTORS.

HENRY J. ANDERSON,
GEORGE SANDERSON,
R. T. BLACK,

WILLIAM T, SMITH, President, JOHN W. FOWLER, Treasur.

HENRY BELIN, Jr.,
EDWARD B. STURGES,
WILLIAM CONNELL,

WILLIAM T. SMITH,
P, J. HORAN,
CHARLES H. WELLES,

CONRAD SCHROEDER,
J. BEN DIMMICK,
T. C, SNOVER.

Savings Deposits received and Interest paid thereon January 1 and July 1
of each year.

This Company acts as Trustee, Executor, Guardian, etc., under appointment
by the Courts, Corporations, or Individuals.

Designated Legal Depository for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
the Courts of Lackawanna County.

Safes of Desirable Sizes in Fire and Burglar Proof Vaults, from $5.00 to
840.00 per annum, and Convenient Storage for Valuables for Summer Months.

port that it wonld be of #ueh fon to talk
over, | declare | almosl hate this loves
Iy old Blue wall paper, and the white
eimeted furniturve, and the blue china
ornwments, and that Heavenlly bit of
blue glimmering  sea 1 see over the
flower box in the window. I know,
now, how a canary must feel in his
e, wan't to get out; Iwant to sing,
Lo spread my wings oulside,"”

An Felein spoke, the dimpleg came
bk Into her checks: her eyves shone
Dlue as the sea; she sprang out of hep
vhalr, and, pushing away the chalrs
from o space on the mirror-like par-
quetted floor, began to tread the moas-
ure of & solitury minuetl,

Alter Mra, Caldwell had left her for
the morning, she was sure of several
uninterrupted hours; and now she must
relivve her restlegsness or nerish, the
Hitle matden thought. Ho, humming a
tuns from Don GHovannl, she accom-
punied it with footatepd light as thistle
down. Nearing the doer into the hall,
she did not percelve It was ajar, until a
tap came, and at the aperture was re-
vealed to her stariled view a gentle
man,

“Oh!" exclalmed Felicia, Instantly
transformed Into o stitue of confu-
sglon,

“1 don’t knosw what you think of me
balting In Hke this,'' sald Mr. Duncan
Moore, penitentially. “iut Mg, Cild-
well is responsible.  She s just akout
starting for her round of visits, and
told me to ran ud and get her address
bonk—thnt Iy, she told her footmon
Miss Charlton would give it to him, and
as he did not hear her, 1 eame. T hope
yieu won't mind, 1've been wanting
awlully to see you, eveh gince that day,
and to ask you to tale a walk with me;
but, somehow, 1 couldn't get a chanee,
Why do they keep you mewed up Hke
this? It 1s shameful to treat you as If
you were 60 and a frump.”

“Here i8 the book,” =ald Felleln, put,
ting Into his hands o silver-clasped af-
falr of lizard skin, **You need not apol-
oglze, 1 am not angry. [ am only too
thankful to snveak t® gomebody who s
not a servant.”

“Thanks for small favors,"” he
plied, ruther nettled.

“Rut I am very much anshamed that
you saw me prancing nhbout ke a luna-
tie,” ahe went on; “1.was only taking o
little exerciae; and now, please go, for
Mre. Caldwell does not ke to be kenl
waltlng.* x

Wil #ou fix an hour to walk with
me?" he purgued, eagerly.

“No, I#r;n'i; .#0  don't mentlon It
again' %

“Wiit yon talk to me somewhere—
anyw % d
“HoW énic 3" asked Fellola. ready to

e

ory, 1 pdher heurt, she should
have, & better than the
COmpH nship o his hearty, bright-
faced Poung fellows

“Phen 1. shall just go out of this
house fordorrow,”” he sall, like a spolled
child. "As If T hadn't stayed on here
a week, for nothing bul to get another
peep at youw."

“Don't, please,” eald Fellcla, now
earnestly; and with an imnatlent ges-
ture he departed,

(To Be Concluded.)
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TO OUR PATRONS:

Washburn-Croshy Co. wish to assure thelr man rll-
rons that they will this year hold to their usual BI!I om
of milling STRICTLY OLD WHEAT until the new
is fully cured. New wheat (s now upon the market, a
owing to the cxcuunlvall;' dry weather many miliers are
of the opinlon that i; {s already cured, and In proper
condition for milling. Washburn-Crosby Co. will take
no risks, and will allow the new wheat fully three
months to mature before grinding,
This careful attention to every detail of milling has
:-:cfs. Washburn-Crosby Co.’s four far above other
n
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Wholesale Agents.
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BEAUTIFTL GOODS AT LOW PRICES.
JEWELRY | WATCHES
SILYERWARE CLOCKS

DIAMOMDS, 1o vings, sast pius, .~ OPERA GLASSES, Etc.
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Also an efeeptionally fine line of

GOLD-HERDED CANES AND UMBRELLAS

Our stock embraces everything in the way of
desirable and appropriate

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

for old and young. .

NO GOODS MISREPRESENTED.
C. LUTHER,
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ORGANIZED 1890, ASK YOUR SHOER ABOUT THEM.

For further particulars address

BITTENBENDER & GO

SCRANTON, PA. '

Agents for Northern Pennsylvania and Southwestern New York.
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and LIBERAL.

T bank invites the patrooage of bus

ICKSON MANUFACTURINGCO
RANTON AND WILKRS-BARRE, PA., Manufacturers of

I.ocnmuti“msﬁnmaﬁnna Englinas,nullars,

AND PUMPING MAGHINERY,

Geoeral Office: SCRANTON, PA.
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