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'e . éven stand to the gaunt Arctlc| What is i7" eaid udo, for he | white Spirithbear himself, but In spite
Q . | woit, whom mg&w as & | was beginning to hentrﬂ v of all these fantastic shapes, all on the

| rule fear beyond hat walks | “The slckness,” Kadlu answered. "It | very edge of' starting Into life, there was

the snpow. He and his master—they |5 the dog-sickness.” k0 the d0g | pelther sound nor the least faint echo

. did not count the team of ordinary dogs | lifiad his nose and how and howled | of  sound, And through this silence

A —'T":U as company—hupted do, day after In, VRCA s and through this waste where the sud-

P i day and night after t wrapped have not seen this before. What | den lights flapped and went out again

boy and savage, long-halred, narrow- | will he doT” said Kotuko. the slelgh and the two that pulled it

eyed, white-fanged yellow brute. All| Kadlu shrugged one shoulder a little | crawled ilke things in a nightmare—n
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CHAPTER L

“He has opencd his eyes. Look!"

“Put him In the skin again. He will
be a stiong dog; on the fourth month
we will name him."

“For whom?'' eaid Amoraq.

Kadlu's eves molled round the skin-
Mned snow house till |t came to 14-

r-old Kotuko sitting on the sleep-

g bench making a button of walrus
fvory., “Name him for me” sald Ko-
tuko, with @ grin. *1 ghall need him
some day."”

Kadlu grinned back till his eyes
were almost buried in the fat of his flat
cheeks, and nodded to Amoraq while
his puppy's flerce mother whined to
#ee her baby wrigghng far out of reach
in the little sealskin pouch hung above
the warmth of the Dblubber lamp,
Kotuko went on with s carving and
Kadlu threw a rolled bundle of leather
dog-harnesges dnto a tiny little room
that opened from one side of the house;
alipped off his heavy deerskin hunting
euit, put it into a whalebone net that
bung above another lump and dropped
down on the sleeping bench to whittle
ot a piece of frozen aeal meat, till
Amoraq, s wife, should bring the reg-
ular dinner of bolled meat and blowl
soup. He had been ouwl sinee early
dawn at the seal holes, eight miles
away, on the ice at the edge of the floe,
and had come home with three big
senls, Half way down the long, low
smow passage or tunnel, that led to the
fnner door of the house, you could hear
snappings and yelpings, as the dogs of
his slelgh team, roleased from thedr
day’s work, souflled for warm ploces,

When the yelpings grew too loud,
Kotuko lazily rolled off the sleeping
bench, and, pleking up a dog whip with
an 18-inch handle of springy whalehone,
and twenty-five feot of heavy plaited
thong, he dived into the pagsage where
#t pounded as though all the dogs were
eating him allve; but that was no more
than thelr regular grace before meals,
When he crawled out of the far end of
the passage hnlf a dozen furry heads
followed him with their eyes as he went
to n short gallows of whale jaw bonoe,
from which the dog's meatl wag hung,
eplit off the frozen stuff In bl luaps
with a broad-headed sgpear, and gtood,
his whip in one hand and the meat in
the other. Eaoh beast wag called hy
name—the weakest frst—and woe be-
tide gny dog that moved out of his turn,
for the tupering lash would shool out
Mke thonged lightning and fllck away
an inch or so or halr and hide. Wach
beast simply growled - onee, snapped
onee, choked onece over his portion, and
hurrled back to the protection of the
gnow passage, while the hoy stood on
the snow under the blasing northern
lights and dealt owt justice, The Jast to
be served was dhe big black leader of
the team, who kept order when they
wera harnessed, and to him Kotuko
gave a double allowance of meat, us
well as an extra erackof the whip,

AR spid Kotuko,  ¢olling up the
lash, “I have a little one over the lnmp
that will make a great many howlings,
8arpok! Get Inl"

He crawled back over the huddled
dogs, dusled the dry enow from his furs
with the whalebone beater that Amo=
raq kept by the door: dapped the skin-
lined roof of the house to shake off any
feleles that might have fallen from the

Dealt Out Justice,

dome of snow wbove, and curled up on
the bench. The dogs In the passage
snored and whined in their sleep, the
boy baby dn Amoraq's deep fur hood
kicked and choked and gurgled, and
the mother of the newly named puppy
loy at Kotuko's slde, her eyves fixed on
the bundle of sealskin—warm and safe
sbove the broad, yellow flame of the

P i

And all this happened far away to
the north; beyond Labrador, beyond
Hudston's stralt, where the great tides
throw the lece mount, north of Melviile
peninsula—north even of the narrow
Fury and Heecla straits on the north
shore of Batfin land, where Bylot's
dsland stands above thedce of Lancaster
sound lke a pudding bow! wrong sile
up. North of Lancaster sound there
i& nothing we know anything about ex-
oept North Devon and Ellesmere Land;
but even there Hve a few scattored peo-
ple next door, as it were, to the very
pole,

Kadlu was an Inwlt—what you call
an Esquimau--and his  tribe, some
fifty persons all told, belonged to the
Tununirmivt—"“the counlry lylng at
the back of something.” In the maps
that desolate coust s called Navy
Board Inlet; but the Inult name 18 hest,
because the country lies at the very
back of everything in the world. For
mine months of the year there Is only lce
a8 a8 rock, snow, and gale aftor

, with a cold that no one can real-

who has never seen the thermome-
ter go down even to mero. For six
months of those nine It I8 dark, and tlmt
is what makes It so horrible, For the
three months .of the summer it only
freezes every other day and every:
night, and then the snow.begins to
sweep away to the southerly slopes, and
afew ground willows put out thelr wool-
ly buds, a tiny stone crop or 8o makes
believe to blossom, beaches of flue
gravel and rounded stones run down to
the open sea, and polished bowiders and
streaked rocks 1ift up above the granu-
lated snow. But all that goes away
in a few weeks, and the wild winter
looks down again on the land: while at
#ea. the torn and powdered ice tears up
and down the offing, Jamming and ram-
ming, and aplitting and hitting, and

mes togoiher ten foet Lick Troms ta)

y n i

Jand outward to desp water e

In the winter Kadlu would follow the -

seals to the edge of the land fce and

spear them as they vame up to brea'the

thelr blow holes. "The seals must

‘o !I;'t;?:‘! to!l;; and out&: fish

i “op winter ¢he lce
would sometimes run

the Tununirmiut koew came from the
south—drittwood for sleigh runnera,
rodd lron for harpopn tips, steel knives,
tin kettles that cooked fish much bet-
ter than the old soapstone affairs, flint
and ateel and even natches, colored rib-
bons for the womean's hair, isttle cheap
mirrors and red cloth for the edging of
deerakin dress jackets. Kadlu ‘iraded
the rich, creamy=twisted narwhal horn
and musk ox teeth (these are Just as
viluable as pearls) 1o the southern
Inuit, and they indurn traded with the
whalers and the misslonary posts of
Excter and Cumberland sounds, and so
the chaln went on till a kettle picked up
by a ghip's coolk in the Bhendy bazaar
might end lts days over a blubber lamp
eomewhere on Uhe cool side of the arelie
clrele,

Kadlu, being a good hunter, was rieh
in iron harpoons, snow knives, bird
dartg and all other things that make
Jife vasy up there in the great cold, and
he was the head of his teibe, or, as they
say, “the mun who knows all about It
by practiee,” This dld not give him any
authmity, except now and then he
eould adviee hia friends to change their
hunting grounds, but Ketuko used It 4o
domincer o little, in the lazy, fat ITnuit
fashion, over the other bovs when they
came out at night to plny ball in the
moonlight or to £ing the childs' song to
the Aurora Borealls,

But at fourteon an Innlt feels himself
@ man, and Kotuko was tired of making
snares for wild fowls and kit foxes, and
most tired of all of helping the women
to chew seal and deer skins rthat
makes them supple ag nothing olse can)
the long day though wille the men
were ot hunting. He wanted to go
into the quagzl, the singing house
when the hunters gathered there for
their my#teriez, and the angekok, the
soroerer, frightened them into the most
dellghtful fits after the lamps were put
ottt and you could hear the spirit of the
reindecy stampling upon the nof, and
when o spear was thrust out into the
open black night . came back cov-
eredd with hot blood, He wanted to
throw his e boots Into the net with
the tired alr of o head of a famlily, and
he wanted to gamble with the hunters
when they dropped In of an evening (o
play @ sort of homemades roulette with
a tin pol and o nail, There were hun-
dreds of things that he wanted to do
but the grown men langhed at him and
anld: “Walt tIl you have been In the
buckle, Kotuko, Huntlng is not all
fat!?”

Now that his fe'ther had named n
puppy far Wwim, things looked brighter.
An Inult dovs not wasle a good dog on
hig son 11 ihe boy kKnows omething of
dog driving: and Kotuko was more
than supe that he Itnew more than ev-
eryvthing,

IT the puppy had not had an iron con-
atitution hp would have diwl from Overs-
stulfing and overhauling. Kotuko made
him @ tiny harness’ with a trace to it
and hauled hlm all over the house
flooy, shouting: “Aual Ja aua! (Go {0
the right!) 'Cholachoi! Ja  cholacholl
(G0 to the lefth Ohahn! (Stop'* The
puppy did not like K at all; but be-
i fished for In _this way was pure
happiness heside bedng put 1o the slelgh
for the firgt time. He Just sat down
on the snow and played with the seal-
hide trace that ran from his harness
to the pltu, the hig thong in the boks
of the slelgh, Then the team started
and the puppy fouand the heavy ten-
fuot sloleh runniog up hizs back and
drageing him along the snow, while
Kotuko lagighed 11l the tears-ran down
his fave, Then there followed days and
dayy of the crued whip that hisses like
the wind over lee, and his companions
all LIt Wm becauve he did not know
hig work, and the aarness chafed him,
and he was not allowed to sleep with
Katuko any more, but had 1o take
the eoldest plaes in the passage. It
was a4 sad time for the puppy. The boy
tlearned, 100, as fast as the dog; and a
g o heart brenking thing to
Fach heast Is harnessed—
kest nearest to the driver—hy
to trace, which rans under his

Ils sepa
left fore log (o the anain thong, where
it 1s fastened by @ sort of button and
loop which can be slipped by a turn of

the wrlgtl, thug Trecing ong Gog ot a
time. This |8 very nocessary, becnuse
young dogs often get the trace between
thelr hind lews, whete It ents to the
bone,  And they one and all will go vis-
{ting thelr friends as they run, jump-
ing in nmwd out sanone the traces, Then
they fight aad the result is more mixed
than o wet fishing Hne next. morning
A great deal of trouble can be avolded
by eclentifie uee of the whip, Every
Inult boy pridea himself as being a
mnater of the long lash; but it s ecary
to fllek at ¢ mark on the ground, and
difivult to lean forward and catoh a
ehirking dog just behind the shoulders
when the sielgh is golng at full speed.
If you ecall ong dog’s nnme Tor “vig-
iting" and :lf‘iaﬂn'lllﬂ”)' lagh auother
the two wdll fight at once and stop all
the -others,  Apgain, If 'you travel with
o eompanion and hoegin to talk, or hy
vourself and sing, the dogs will halt,
turn around and sit down (0 hear what
vou have to say. Kotuko was run
away from once ar twice by forgetting
to blook the glelgh when he stopped, and
he broke many lashings and ruined a
few thongs before he could be trusted
with a full temin of olght and a light
#leigh, Then he felt hlinsell a person of
consequence, and on smooth, blaek les,
with & bold heart aml n quick elbow,
he smoked along over the levels as fast
ag a pack in full ery. He wonld go
twenty milce to the seal holes, and
when he was on his hunting ground
he would twiteh a trace loose from the
pltu and free the big black leader, who
wis the cleverest dog In the team, Ax
g8oon a3 the dog had sconted a breathing
hole Kotuko would reverse the slelgh,
driving n couple of snwed-off antlers
that stuck up like perambulator handles
from the back rest deep Into the snow,
s0 that the team could not get away.
Then he wonld erawl forward Inch by
Inch and walt till the senl came up to
breathe. Then he gtabbed down swiftly
with his spear and running line, and
presently would hanl his seal up to the
lip of the lee while the black leader
came up and helped to pull the car-
cnss acrogs the lee to the sleigh. That
was the time when. the harnessed dogs
yelled and foamed with exchement, and
Kotuko lakl the long lash llke a red-
hot bar across all thelr faces till the
carciss froze stiff. Coing wme was the
heavy work. The loaded slelgh had to
be humored among the rongh’ fee, and
the dogs sat down and lpoked hungrity
at the seal instead of pulling.. At Inst
they would strike the well-worn slelgh
road to the village and toodle kiyl along
the ringing lee, hends down and talla up
while Kotuko struck up the “Angu
tivun tai-na tau-na ne?taing,” the pong
of the returning  hunter, and volces
halled him from house to house under
all that dim, star-ltten cold, -

When Kotuko, the , came'to his
full growth be enjoyed himself, too,
He fought his 'way up the team steadi-
ly, fight after it, till one fine eve-
niﬁo\mhulr.- o (] ‘tackied the big
bl : or (Katukd, ™ the boy, saw
falr play with the

ond dog.of

i ta ey hag. Be e wan
(dog. ey ray. w
moted Lo m',ln ! (hon&qt-lhl-leu‘lf
dog, running fiveYes advance of
all the dthers.. his: bounden

[

dyty to ston il fAightie In harness or

of it, amd he woref collar. ?’"
tin £ : lnw;*‘?‘ #ped

m«*_sﬁim |

skins for himself and his family. The
women folk make the skins Into cloth-
ing and occaslopally help In ‘trapping
small game; but the bulk of the food,
and they eat enormously, must be found
by the men. If the supply falls there
is no one up there to buy or beg or
torrow from. The people must dle,
OHAPTER IL

An Inult /does not think of these
chancea 41l he s forced to, Kadlu,
Kotuko, Amoraq and the boy baby, who
kicked about in Amoraq's fur hood and
chewed pleces of blubber all day, were
a& happy together as any famlily in the
world, They came of a very gentle
race—an Inuit seldom loses his temper
and almost never strikes a child who
did not know exactly what telling a lie
meant, stll less how to steal. They
were content to drag thelr living out
of the heart of the bitter, hopeless cold;
to smile olly smiles and tell queer ghost
and fairy tales of evenings; and eat
til they could eat no qore, and sing the
endless woman's song; “Amna aya,
aya amnah ah! ah!” through the long,
lamp-lighted days as they memxied thelr
clothes and their hunting gear.

Itut one terrible winter everything
betrayed them, The Tununirmiul re-

The O1d Woman Told +.his1 Stories. *
cilion fishing
early dce

el Tedy to

turned from the yearly
and made thelr hous

to the north of Bellot'
g0 afler the seal as =oon o
froge, But It was an carly and savs-

the sen |

dge autumn, All throush = ptember |
there wore continuous galez dliat broke |

up the smooth seal e wheie it was
only four or five feel thick and foroed
it inland and plled a groat barrler some
thirty miles broad of Tumped and
ragged and needly lee over which
It was kmpossible o draw the slelghs,
The edge of the floe off which the peal
were used to fish In winter lay perhaps
twenty miles beyond this barrier and
out of reach of the Tununirmiut. Bven
50, they might have managed to serape
through the winter on thelr slock of
frogen salmon and gtored blubber and
what the traps gave them, but in De-
cember one  of their hunters
across a tuplk, a skin tent, or three
women and @ glrl nearly dead whose
men had come down from the far
north and been crushed In their ka-
faks (thelr li¢tle skin hunting boais)
while they were out after the long-
horned narwhal, Kadlu, of course,
could only distribute the women among
the ‘huts of the winter village, for no
Inuis would dare refuse n meal to a
stranger. He never knows when his
owit itime may come to beg, Amorng
took the girl, who was about 14, Into
her own house as A sort of servant,
From the cut of her sharp-pointed
hood and the long diamond pattern of
her white deerskin leggings, they sup-
pogcd she eame from Ellesmere land,
She had never seen tin eooking pots or
wooden-shod sleighs before; tat Ko-
tuka, the bpy, and Kotuko, the dog,
were rather fond of her,

Then all the foxes went south; amd
even the wolverine, the growling,
hlunt-headed little thief of the anow,
Hd not take the trouble to follow the
line of empty traps that Kotuko eet.
The tribe lost a couple of thelr best
hunters, who were badly orippled in &
fight with & musk ox, and that Yhrew
more work on the others. Kotuko went
out, day after day, with a light hunt-
Ing slelgh and six or seven of the
strongest dogs, looking tll his eyes
nched for some pateh of elear lee where
o genl might perhaps hove seratched a
breathing  hole,  Kotuko, the dom,
rangcd far and wide, and in the dead
stlliness of the lee flelds Kotuko, the
hoy, could hear hi= half-choked whine
of excltement above a geal hole three
miles awny as plainly as though he
were 0l hls eliow, When the dog
found a hole the boy would bulld him-
self a little low =now wall to keeép off
the worst of the bittér wind, and there
he would walt ten. twelve, twenty
heurs for the #eal to come up to
breathe, his eyves glued to the tiny mark
he had made abave the hole to gulde the
downward thrust of his harpoon, a 1it-
tie renlskin mat under his feet and
hig Jogs tled together in the tutareang
—«the huckle that the old hunters had
talkedd nbout.  This helps to keep o
man's legs from twiching as he walts
and walts and walts for the quick-
cared seal to rise, ‘Though there is
no excitement in It. you can casily be-
lleve that the sitting etill in the buckle,
with the thermometer porhaps 40 de-
grees helow fero, ds the hardest work an
Inuit knows. When at seal was eaught
Kotuko, the dog, would hounl forward,
hig trace tralling hehind him, and help'
to pull the bady 4o the elelgh, whirs the
tired and hungry dogs lay sullenly
undsr the lee of the broken ice,

A seal dld not go very far, for each
monuth In the Hitle village had a right to
be filled and never bone, hide nor sinew
wng wagted, The dog's meat was
taken for human vse and Amoraq fed
the team with pleex of old summer
gkin-tents raked out from under the
sleeping bench, and they howled and
howled agaln, and waked to howl
hungrily, One could teéll By the soap-
stone lamps In the huts that famine
was near. In good seasons when
blubber Is plentiful the Hight in the
boat-shaped lamps would be two feet
high, cheerful, oily gnd yellow. Now
it was a bare #x Inches: Amoraq
carefully pricked down the moss wick
when an unwatehed flame brightened
for a moment, and the eyos of all the
family followed her hand. The hor-
ror of famine up there In the great
eold s not 20 much dying as dying In
theg dark. All the Inult dread the dark
that presses on them without a break
for glx months In cach yvear, and when
the lamps are low (n’ the housez the

minds of people begin to be shaken

and confosed, i

But worse was to come. ‘

The underfed dogs snapped and
growled In the passages, glaring at the
erld stars and snuffing {nto the bitter
wind, night After night. When they
stopped howling the silcnce fell down
again as solld and as heavy as a snow-

drift agalnet a door, and men ecould

henr the beating of thelr Llood In the
thin passages of the eay n.d the thump-
ing of their hearts that sounidad ns loud
ns the nolse of soreerers’ dr beaten
acrors the snow,  One 1i¥ht Kotuko,
ml.lqbdoxmm hecr vansun

head

came |

|

and crossed the hut € orhls short stab-
bing harpoon. The blg dog looked at
him, howled agnin and slunk away
down the passage while the other dogs
drew aside right and left to give him
wmple room. When he waes out on the
snow he barked furlously as though on
the trail of & musk ox, and barking
and leaplng and frisking passed out of
slght. This was not hydrophobia, but
simple plaln madness. The cold and
the hunger and above all the dark had
turned his head; and when the terrible
dog-gickness once shows itself In a team
it spreads like wild-fire, Next hunting
day another dog sickened and was
killed then and there by Kotuko as he
bit and gtruggled among the traces,
Then the black second dog who had
been the leader in the old days sudden-
ly gave tongue on an imaginarvy vin-
deer track, and when they slipped him
from the pltu he flew at the throat of
an lee-cliff, and ran away as his leader
had done, hls harness on his  back.
After that no ome would take the dogs
out ‘agaln, They neadil them for
something elge and the dogs knew it
and though they were tied down and

fed by hand thelr eyes were full of
despiir and fear. To make things
worge the old women began to  tell

ghodl-tales and to gay that they had
met the spirits of the dead huntern
lost that nutumn who prophesied all
sorts of horrible things,

Kotuko grieved more for the loss of
his dog than anything ¢lse, for though
an Inult eats enommously he algo knows
when to starve, But the hunger, the
darkness, the cold and the exposure
told on his sirength, and he began to
hear volees Inslde his head and to sce
people, who were not there, out of the
sl of his eye, One nlght he had un-
buckled himself after ten hours svalt-
Ihg ahove a “blind'" seal-hole and was

staggoring back to the village faint aniy |

dizzy—he halted to lean hig  back
agalnst o bowlder which happened to

be supporicd llke a rocking-gtone on n |
His welght |

glngle jutting polnt of joe.
digturbe<d the balance of the thing, it
rolled over ponderously and as Kotuko
eprang aslde to avold 1t =11d atoer him
squeaking and hissing on the lee slope.

That was enough for Kotuko., He
had been brought up o belleve that
every rock and bowlder had s owner
(itg Inun) who was generally a one-
eved Kind of a woman think ealled o
torpag, and that when a tornaqg meant
o hedp a man gshe rolled after him in-
ide her wtone howse and asked him
whetiher he would take her for a guard-
lan spirit. (In sgummer thaws the jce-
held rocks and bowlders roll and slip
all over the face of the land, =0 you can
eagily sec how the ldea of live stones
arose) Kotuko heard the blood beating
In hizg ears ag he had heard It all day
and he thought 1t was dhe tornaq of the
stone speaking to him. Before he
resched home he was quite certain that
he had held a long conversation with
her, and, ns all hiz people belleved that
this was quite poszilde, no one contra-
dleted him,

“She gald to me: ‘I jump down, 1
Jump down from my place on' the
gnow,’ erled Kotudo, with hollow eyes,
leaning forward In the half lighted mut.
“She sad: ‘I will be a guide. She says:
‘T will gulde you to the good seal holes.
Tomorrow I will go and the tornaq
will quide me”

Then Angekok, the village sgorcerer,
came in and Kotuko told him the tale
a second time. It logt nothing in the
telling,

“Follow the tornait (the spirit of the
gtones) and they will bring us food
again,” sald the angekok.

Now the girl from the north had been
Iylng near the lamp, eating very little

e Tells of Nis Tornagq.

and gaying less for days past, but when
Amoraq and Kadlu next morning
packed and lashed a little hand sieigh
for Kotuko and loaded it with his hunt-
Ing gear and as much blubber and
frozen seal meat as they could spare,
she took the pulling rope, and stepped
out holdly at the boy"s side.

“Your house Is my house,” she sald,
as the Nitle bone-ghod sleigth squeaked
and bumped behind them in the awful,
gllent Arctic night.

“My house I8 your house,” sald Ko-
tuko, “but I think that we shall both
go to 8cdna together,'*

Now dedna I8 the mistress of the Un-
derworld and the Inult belleves that

everyone who dies must spend o year In |

her horrible country before golng on to
Quadlipnrmiut, the Happy Place, where
It never freezes and the Yat relndeer
trot up when you calk

Through the village
shouting:
Kotuko, They will show him open lce,
e will bring us the seal agaln,” Thelr
volces were goon swallowed up by the
cold empty dark, and Kotuko and the
girl shouldered close together as they
stralned on' the pulling rope or hu-
mored the sleigh through the broken
foe, In the @lrectlon of the Paolar sea,
Kotuka Insisted that the tornaq of the
stone had told Hm to go north and
north they went under Tuktugdjung,
the reindeer—what we call the Great
Bear.

No Buropean could have made five
miles o day over the lce rubbish and the
gharp-odged drifts; but those two knew
exactly the turt of the wrist that
coaxes a #leigh round a hummock, tle
Jerk that neartly Mfis it out of an lee
erack, und Lthe exact slrength that goes
to the few dulet strokes of the spear-
head that make » path possible when
everything locks hopelesa,

The girl #ald nothing but bowed her
head, and the long wolvirine fur fringe
to her ermine hood blew across her
broad, dark face. The sky above them
was an Intense velvely black, changing
to hands of Indlan red on the horlzon
where the great gtars burned llke strest
lamps. Trom time to time a greenish
wave of the nothern lights would roll
across the hollow of the high heavens,
flick ke a flag and dlsa ar; or a
meteor would erackle from darkness to
darkness tralling a shower of sparks
behind. Then they could see the ridged
and furrowed surfnee of the floe tipped
und laced with strange colors, red, cop-
per,and Dbluish; but in the ordinary
rlartight everything turned to one Trost
bitten gray. '

————
CHAPTER TIL

The fide, as you will' remember, had
battered and tormented by the
utumn galea till It was one n
eatihquake, There were gullles and
ravines: and holes llke gravel pits cut
‘out of lee; lumps and reattered ploces
down to the original floor of
“floe: blotches of old black Ice that
floe In =ome

people  were

by the snow that flles before the
nd sunk pits where '1‘% or
lay five or feat the

The tornait have spoken to |

nightmare of the end of the world at
the end of the world.

When they were tired Kotuko would,
make what the hunters call a *half
house—" a very small snow hut into
‘which they would huddle with the trav-
eling lump and try to thaw out the
frozen seal meal. When they had slept,
the march began again—thirty miles a
day to gét ten milles northward. The
girl was glways very silent, but Kotuko
muttered to himself and broke out into
songs he had learned in the singing
house—summnier songs and reindeer and
salmon songe—all horribly out of place
at that seagon, ‘He would declare that
he heard the tornaq growling to him
and would run wildly up a hummock
togzing his arms and speaking to some
one In loud threalening tones, To tell
the truth Kotukomwas very nearly crasy
for the time baing; but the girl was
sure that he war belng guided by his
guardian spirit and that everything
would come right, She was not sur-
prised therefore when, at the end of
the fourth march, Kotuko, whose eyes
were burning lke fire balls in his head,
told her that his torpeq wag following
them across the enow In the shape of a
| two-heided dog. The girl looked where
| Kotuko polnted and something seemed

to slip Into a raving, It was certainly
not hunan, but everybody knew that
the tornalt preferred to appear In the
 shape of bear and geal and such like.

It might have been the ten-legged

“white Spiritbear himeself, or It might
| have been anything, for Ketuko and the
girl were 80 starved that thelr eyes be-
| trayed them. They had trapped noth-
| ing and scen no traceof game since they
‘had left the village; thelr food would
not hold out for another week and there
was a gale coming. A polar storm will
| sometimes blow for ten days without a
! break, and all that time It Is certaln
dewth to be abroad. Kotuko lald up a
snowhouse large enough Lo take In the
| hand sleigh—It s never wise to be sepa-
rated from your meat—and while he
waus shaping the last Srregular block of
| bee tinat makes the Keystone of the roof
'he saw a thing looking at him from a
| Httle ol of ice half a mile away., The
| air was hazy and the thing seemed to
be forty fect long and ten Ieet high with
twenty feet of il and a shape that
{quivered all along the outlnes. The
glrl saw K too but Instead of erying
aloud with terror sald quletly: *““That
Is Quiquern. What comes after?”

“He will speak to me,*” sald Kotuko,
but the snow-knife trembled in his
hand as he spoke, because, however
much o man may believe that he is a
friend of strange and ugly spirits he

| geldom likes o be taken at his word,
The Quiqueurn too, Ig the phantom of
a glgantle toothless dog without any
hair who s supposed to live in the far
| north and to wander about the country
| Just before things are golng 1o happen,
| They may be pleasant or unpleasant
things, but nol even the angekok care
to =peak about Quigquern. He makes
the «logs go mad. Like Spiritbear he
has several extra palrs of legs—aix or
elght—and this thing jumping vwp and
down In the haze ‘had more legs 'than
uny real dog needs,

Kotuko and the girl huddled Into
thelr st quickly. Of course, If Qul-
quérn had wanted them he could have
[ tern 3t to pieces above thelr heads, but
the gsense of o foot-thick snow-wall be-
tween themeclves and the wicked dark
was o great comfouit. The gale broke
with a shrick of wind caught In the
Jagged lce, llke the shriek of a train,
amsl for three days and three nights it
hedl, never varying one point and never
lulling even for a minute, They fod
the atone lamp between thelr knees and
nicbled at the seals' meat, and
watched the Mblack soot gather on
the roof for seventydlwo long hours,
The birl courted up the food n the
#leigh; there was not more than threa
days' supply, and Kotuko looked over
the lron heads and the deer-sinew fast-
enlngs of his harpoon and his seal-hook
and his bird-dart. There was nothing
else to do,

“We shall go to Sednn soon —very
soon,' the girl whispered., “In four
days we shal He down and go. Wil
your tornaq do nothing? Blng her an
angekok's song to make her come
here'

He hegan to sing In the high-pitched
howl of the magic songs, anid the gale
went down slowly., In the middle of
his song the girl started, lald her mit-
tened hand and then her head to the
fce floor of the hut. Kotuke followed
her example and the two _kneeled star-
ing Into each other's eyes' and listening
with every nerve. He ripped a thin
glver of whalebone from the rim of o
‘bird snare that lay on the sleigh and
after stralghtening get It up upright in
a little hole In the lce, firming it down
with his mitten. Tt was almost as dell-
| cately adjusted as a compass needle,
and now, instead of Alistening, they
watthed. The thin rod quivering a lit-
tle—the least lttle far in the world—
then 1t vibrated steadily for a fow sec-
onds, tame to rest and wibrated agaln,
this 1lme nodding to another point of
the compnss,

“Too soen!" eald Keoituko. “Some big
flor has broken far nway outside.”

The glrl pointed at the rod and shook
her froad. It %3 a breaking.” she sald,
“Listen 10 the ground-ice? 1t knooks.'"

When they knecled this time they
heard the mest curlous muflied grunts,
and knocking under thelr fest, Some-
limens It sgounded as though a Mind
nuppy were squenking above the lamp;
fiem as if & stone were being ground on
hard lee; ard agaln dke muilled blows
on a drum, but all dragget out and
made small as though they traveled
through a lutle horn a weary distance
AWRY.

"We shall not go te .
down,” sald Kotuko, . “T¢ In & bl ins
g‘il:‘e_’turnnq has cheated us, We shall

All this may sound absu
but the lwo were face to f:geo:'?ﬁr}:
very real danger. The three duays'
g‘n.!e had driven the deep walter to Baf-
fin's bay southerly and plled it on the

lf.!;;#i},m |

i

|

uh'ryl'unluam_g_hmn.
re of the far-reaching land lce
EEPatones. CFomm - fhtand o the

atretches from l‘lgl:t’s

RoLE out uf“f:n tef 80 nat ad
oy sound ca
At miles

time | o

away, while the Ilfttle rod quivered to
the shock of It. "

_ Now, :.a t'h:;tlmlit s'ay. when dhe tce
once wakes after Its long winter sl
there s no knowing wm;'f may hnpp?::
for solid floe-lce <hamges shape us
swiftly as a cloud. The gale was evie
dentiy a spring gale sent out of time
and anything was possible,

Yet the two were happler In thelr
minds than before. 10 the floe broke
up there would bé no more wafting and |
suffering. Spirits, goblins and witeh- |
pecple were moving about on the rack- |
Ing lee and they might find themselves |

“That Is Quiquern.”

steeping Into Bedna's country side by
gide with all sorts of wild things, tho
fush of excltement still on them. When
they left the hut after the gale the nolse
on the horlzon was steadlly growing
and the tough lee moaned and bhuzzed
allaround them.
"It Is st walting," =sald Kotuko.

CHAPTER IV,

On the top of a hummock sat or
ecrouched the cight-legged thing that
they hail seen three days before—and
It howled horribly.,

"“Let us follow,” sald the glel, “It
may know some way that does not lea
to Bodna” but ghe reeled from' W
ness as ghe took the pulling rope.
thing moved off slowly and ¢luw
aeross  the rvidges, heading always
toward the westward and the lnnd, and
they followed while Lthe growling thun-
der at the edge of the floe ralled nearer
and nearer. The floe's Hp wins #plit and
cricked In: every direction for three o
four miles Inland and great pane
ten-foot thiek lee, from a few yards to
twenty acres square, were Juitlng and
ducking nnd surging Into one another
and Into the yet unbroken Nos as the
heavy swell took and shook and spontad
between them. The Udtering-rom ee
was, 50 to speak, the first army tial the
gea was Nlinglng agalnst the loe. The
Incessant etash and Jar of these calies
almast drowned the *ipping sound of
sheetz of pack lee belng orwven bodily
under the floe ns cards ave hastily
pushed under a tablecloth.  Where the
water was shallow these ghepls would
be plled one atop of another til the bot-
tom-most tonehed mud fifty feet down
and «the dleoelored fea banked behind
the muddy lee til the Inercaging pros-
gure deove all forward agaln, The moany
ehallows and sanid banks on the norths-
enat eoast of Bylot's Island made It
Impossible to foretell the course of (he
rushing fce, For instance, In addition
tn the floe and the pack lee, the gale
and the currente were bringing Jdown
true bergs, salling mountalns of jos
snapped off by the frost from the Croens
land glde of the water or the north
shore of Melville bay, They poundsd
in solemnly from the offing, the waves
breaking white round them, and ade
vanced on the floe Hke an old-time fleet
undar full gall, But a berg that seemed
realty to carry the world before It wounld
ground helplessly In deen water, roel
over and wallow In a lather of fram
and mud and flying frozen spray, whila
a much smaller and lower bere would
rip and ride into the flat les, flinging
tons of fee on elther alde and cutting o
track a mile long before It was stoppeil.
The bergs were perhaps the most ter-
rible things to watch, becanse thelr
towera and pinnacles would “fall afier
the shock of collision., Some fell ke
swords, shearing a raw-edeed cannl |
through the floe; and others, falllng on
hard lee, could not break through it
but splintered Into a shower of blocks
welghing scores of tons aplece that
whirled and clrcled among the huam-
mocks, Others again roxe shoaled,
twlzted ne though In paln and el
gsolldly on thelr sides, while the sen
thrashed over thelr shoulders,  This
trampling and crowding of the iee into
every poealble ghape was golnm on as
far ng the oye could reach all along
the north line of the floe, From whors
Kotuko and the girl were the confusion |
fooked no more than an uneasy, rip-
pling, crawling movement under the
horigon, but [ecame towards them ench
moment and they could hear far away |
to the tandward a heavy booming, as it
might have been the boom of artil-
lery through a fox That =howed that
the floe was belng jammed agalnat the
fron cliffs of Bylot's laland, the land to
the gouthward, behind ther,

“Phis has pever been hofore sald
Kotuko, staring stupldly. *“This is not
the time. How can ithe Moe 'hl‘-':tl'.l
now

“Fallow that! the glrl érled, point-
Inz to the thing, half Hmping, half fun-
ning, distractedly before them. They
followed, tugging al ‘the hand #leigh,
while nearer and nearer came the ronr-
ing march of the lce, At last the fields
round them cracked and slanted in |
every direction and the erackes openid
and gnapped ke the tecth of waolves,
But where the (hing rested, onga moand
af old and scattered lee blopks some
fifty feet hilgh, there was no motlon,
Koiko Jenped forward wildly, drageed
the girl after im and erawled to the
bottom of the moumd. The talking of
the lee grew louder and louder round
them, but the mound stayed fast, and
as the girl looked at him he threw hila
right elbow upwards and outwards,
makine the Tnuit slgn for land in the
ghape of an fsland., Any land it was |
that the eight-legged Umning thing had
led them to—some granite-tipped sand-
beached ielet off 1he econst, shd and
sheathed and masked with lee =0 that
no man could have told it from the fow, |
but at the bottom solld earth and naot
shifting, drifting ice. The smashing
and rebound of the floes, az they
grounded and splintered, marked the
bordera of it, and i friendly shonal ran
out to the northward and turned asile |
the rush of the heaviest lee exectly as a
plowshare turns the loam. There was |
a danger, of courae, that some heavily-
squeesed fee field might shocl up the
beach and plane off the dop of the labet
bodily but that did nat trouble Katuko
and the girl when dhey mads their
snowhousze and began to eat and Geard
the lee erack and hammer an? skid
along the beach. The thing had deap-
eared and Kotuko was talking exciled-
y about his knowledge of apd power
over spirits a=z he crouched over the
lamp. In the middle of hlz wild soy-
Ing the girl began to lavgh and rock
herealf backwards and forwabds,

Behind her shoulder, crawling into
4he hut crawl by crawl, there wer two
heads—one yellow and one black—that
belonged to two of the most sorrowful
and ashamed dogs that you ever saw.
Kotuko, the dog, was one, and the black
i e e St e e
at, well-100k il qulte 0
elr proper minds, but couplad ta each
her  In ; dinary_ fashion,
hen the ' -

[l

. Nl
wire of Kotukos collar and had drawn
tight 50 that neither dog could get at
the (race to gnaw It apart, but was fags
tened gldelong o his nelghbor's neck,

The girl gushed the two shamefaced
oreatures towand Kotuko, and, sote
bing with laughter, erled: *“That is'
Quiquern which led us to safl ground,
Lotk at his eight legs and double hoad.”

Kotuko cut them free, and they fell
Into his arms, yellow and black to-
Bother, trying to explain how they had
got thelr genses back again, Kotuko
ran a hand down thelr ribs, wivch were
round nud wed chatiied, “They have
found (ood,” he sall whh a grin, "I
do not Wink we #aall go to Sedna so
goon. Wy torpagq  sent these. The
sickness has loft them.”

As #on as they had greeted Kotuko
these two who had been forced to slep
and eat and hunt together for the
past few monihs flew at cach other's
throat and there was a beautiful battle
In the snow house. “Empty Jdogs do
not Mzt Kotuko sald. “They have
found the scal. Let us sleep. We shaill
lingd food.”

When they waked there was open wa-
for vin the porth Lbeach of the island
and all the Ioogencd loe had been drivan
Il.u Iwird, ‘The first sounil of the surf
i one of the moat delightful that the
Imult can fear, for 1L meansthat spring
Is on the road, Kotuko and the sird
took hands and smilod, Tor the elear ftull
rear of the surge among (he lce

salmon and i
simell of blo ming

Even as they jooked
o sklm over betwosn
: of intense

| Nt fzan thera

v at was the light
of the sunken T wan more ke
hearing him yawn i his gleep than
soelng him v, and the glare only
lasted foran 'h}--ur or two, but it marked
tne turn of the year, Nothing, they
felt, could alter that HiRe, Ay

Koluka fourd the dogs fighting over
a fresh-kiled sal who was following
e fish that a gale always disturhs,
He was the fliet of 2ome twenty of thire
Ty eonl that faetled on the Izland &n
the course of 4 duy and, til the sea
frogs hard, there wore hundreds of kesn
Ylack heads rejoicing In the shallow
!'I water and flowting about with the

It was good to eant geal-liver agaln;
to N1 the Kmps recklogely with blubbher
andd wittel wo Yhree feet in
the afr, sron ag the pew seéa
foees Lo
harid-=
A% | never pulled before In
vl | o Tor they learcd what might
Bive happened In thelr village. The
westher, of course, was as pitiloss ps
naual, but 5t 4= cnaler to draw a slelzh
Ioadid with good food than to hunt
t. They five and twenty
i1 1 il in the jee of the
for uge and hurrled back

minded them ‘.;"
time ar

the
1r 4

#n.

{8

but as
Kaotuko nnd the girl loaded the
h n|1~.|! made the twodogs pul

starvir

The dogg showed
¢wWay ne soon as Kotuko told
thom what was oxpectel, and thoih
theve waa no slen of a landiark. for
tivo daya they wore glving tongue out-
slde Kadiu's Bovsn, Only three doea
arswered them; the others had Heen
cateny aml the houses avepe
Hut wwhen Kolisl=n e

“hollel ment) weak voloea aAnswo
and when he ealled the oall of the
Inge by name, very distinetly,
thore no gnpa In e

AN hour later the lamps blaged In
Kadlu's honse, snow woter was melit=
tngr, the pots wers heglnning to simmer
and tar snow was dreitting trom he
ool ot Amorag made rendy a moenl for
the ¥illoze, and the boy haby in the
hood chewedd at & strip of rich nutty
bBlublier and the hunters slowly and
mithodipily o] do ths
very ‘hrim wit npsl

vile

1 Ry

1o

eoEirl 10 thelr tnle, e two dogs
oween them, and whenever thelp
piaames oame In they cocked an sap
aplece and looked meost Mor nehiy
ashathed of themeelves, A dog who has
onee pone mod the Inuit =ay 18 safe
agelins: all attaecky,

"Eoo the tornag Ad not forget us”
Akl Iotulio, Y“The storm: bisw: the
fee broke and the seal swam in. Behind
the (e ¢ were frigisiened by the

storm, Now Lhe new senl holeg are not
two daya” disgtant, 1wt the good hunt-
ers go lomorrow and bring baclk the

Yellow and Black Togethor.

seal T have spared—twenty-five seal |
burled bnthe lee, When we have ealten
|:l1u.-'.‘-.- we will all follow the seal on the
e, ¥

“What do you do?'" sald the angekok,
the soreerer, In the same sort ol volea
as he used to Kadlu, the richest of dhe
Tununirmiut,

Kudiu looked at the girl from the
novth and s=ald quictly: “We bulld a
house,*” He pointed to the northwest
glde of Kadln's house for that Is the
glde on which the married son or daugh=

terr always dives.

The gir! turned her hands paim up-
wards with a Httle despairing ghake of
her head, She was a forelgner, plcked

up rnarving and she could ‘bing nothe-
Ing to the housekeeping,

Amorad) Jumped from the hench where
she sat and bogan to sweoh things
into the girl's lap—stone<lampe, Iron-
skin scrapers, tin kettles, deersking em-
broidered with musk-ox teeth and real
canvas needles such as sallors use—the
finest dowry that has ever been glven

| on Ihe Tar edge of the Arctie eirele, and

the girl from the north bowed her head
to the very floor,

“atsn these” sald Kotuko, laughing
and singing to the al--x;.u, who thrust
olr ool mugzelea lito the gire's race,
t‘h".-\rh,"]: a0 the angekok, with an ime=
portant pough, ag though he had I)r'_vn
thinklng it jll over. A8 goon as K=
tuko left the villnge, T went Lo the slps-

so and =ang maglc; I sang all
tehts and called upon the
the reindecr. My singing
Liow that broke the Ice
wo dogs towards Kotuko
would have erushed his
somea, My e drew the seal In be-
]Iﬂ,\.l (o Broken lee, My Body lay still
in the quagal, but my apivit ran about
an the fee and gulded Kotuko and the
dogs o all the things they did. 4 did
lhf':\‘- ryhody was very full and sleeyy
e no one contradicted; and the ange-
ok boiped HEmsll o yeét m..nlher‘
Jump of bolled ment and lay down to
gheep with the others, In the ward
wellitgiied, ofl<smelling  house.

- - L ] - - »

apirits ©

and drew thet
when the ©

Now Kotuko, who drew very well in
the Inult way, soratehed plotures of
all thess wiventures on a long flat
Pl of Gvary with a 4 le at ene end.
Whon he arcl the gine went north to
Ellcemere land In the year of the won-
Acecul opon winter dve left the plosures
story with Kadn, who lost it in the

stngle when his  dog-slelgh  broke
digen one summon on the beach of
Lake Netelling at  Nikesiring, and

there a  lake Inpdt found it mnext
pprimg and rold [t to a man at Imigen,
who was intorpreter on a Cumberland
sgound whaler, and he sold It 1o Hans
Olgen, who was sillor on board a big
grenmer that ook
North eape In Norway.
togrinte’ gearon was over the steamer
tan between London and Australls,




