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THE REAL CHINAMAN,

Few more entertalning books may be
sxpected to appear this year than Ches-
ter Holcombe's “The Real Chinaman'
(New York: Dodd, Mead & Co.; for sale
in Seranton by M. Norton). 1In the firat
place, it deals with an always interest-
ing subject, concerning which the ma-
Jority of occldentnls are profoundly, al-
belt unconsclously, ignorant, Second-
1y, it Is brightly written by a gentleman
who, having passed many years In
China as interpreter, gecretary of lega-
tlon and acting minlster of the United
Btates, 1= well qualifled to speak with
asuthority concerning many phases of
Chinese government, soclal Hife and na-
tlon characteristics. And lastly, the
book’s mechanical fineness, 1ts profuse
flustrations, wide margins, clear
printing and novel imperial yellow
binding in linen boards stamped with

the golden dragon, emblematic of the

Celestial empire, combine to make it a
pleasureful bopk to read. Still another
merit deserves to be noted, The author
writes of China and the Chinese not as
an apologist, critic or defender, but
slmply as an accurate nareator of facts,
He describes things as they are, with-
holding few things easential to a truth-
ful pleture of his subject, and adding
no touches of prejudice or favoritism.
The consequence I8 that he glves to the
reader many new ideas that frequently
prompt o revislon of preconceived opin-
fons, The book is divided Into fifteen
chapters, the first Introductory to the
extent of explaining the peculiar atti-
tude of the Chinese toward western na-
‘tlons; the second describing the govern-
ment of China; and the remalning chap-
ters treating of the Chinese language,
home life, soclal life, religions, super-
stitlons, queues, courts of law, officials
and people, education and literature,
etlquette and ceremony, merchants
and tricks of trads, the Chinese poor,
and lastly the empire’'s little under-
stood financial system. These varlous
chapters, only a few of which can be
here examined, are exceedingly read-
able. The writer of them omits to go
into the question of the moral quality
of the Chinese character, pussibly be-
cause he distrusts the fairness of apply-
ing to its measurement the standards
famillar to more clvillzed peoples. But
as we shall have occaslon to explain,
this omisslon Is fortunately corrected
by Henry Norman, in a book newly Is-
sued concerning the orlent. The work
of Mr. Holcombe, so far as It goes, is
probably the best and certalnly the
most enjoyable pleture of this peculiar
nation avallable In the mass of contem-
porary lterature bearing on eastern
subjects.

L

Moat persons wonder why China re-
malng g continually Impervious to the
influences of what we call civilization.
The answer I8 twofold, In the first
piaee, the governmental system in
China, having descended almost un-
changed from father to son for more
than 2000 years, teaches in most im-
priiglve fashion the self-sufficlency of
thie Chinese people, discourages immi-
gration or travel and makes it a cardi-
nal prinelple of the natlonal philosophy
—Af weé may thus use the word—that the
customs of the fathers must be imitat-
el tndeviatingly by the sons, We may
bLetter understand this latter clause
when we learn that In China the male
parent—rfor the woman, as will be ex-
plained hercafter, has no standing
whatever except as a creature of child-
Learing and burden—is “absolutoly
master of his gon, entitled to his ser-
viee and obedlence 80 long as the par-
ent lves, The son never hecomes of
age, In our sense of the word, until the
father dies, The son must serve the
father 80 long as the father lives, at the
enerifier of hig own wife and children,
if peccesity arise; must honor him with
an  extravagant funeral at death,
mourn him for three years, during
which period his wife must not give
birth to & child, and offer sacriflce twice
each year, #0 long as he himself lves,
@l his father's tomb.” The family, not
the Individual, Is the unit In China,
The emperor is supposed to be the
father of all Chinamen, hence to prop-
erly clalm the Impliclt obedlence of all
his subjects, And customs handed
down from father to son become not
oftén empty treaditions, as with us, bat
vital and venerable obligations ground-
ed in the very depths of the China-
man's being. The fathers decreed non-
Intercourse with oceldental nations;
the sons In duty bound do tnelr best to
obey, and 80 far as they are modern-
fzed at all, are modernized agalnst thelr
will and in violence to all that they
have been taught for a score of cen-
turies to hold most dear.

The second reason for Ching's “offish-
news"towagrd pale-faced peoples may be
expreseed In the adage that “the
burned chlld dreads fire.” The first
teal Introduction of China to the so-
ealled clvilized world In this age was
accomplished by foree of Britlsh arms,
Beni to punish China for destroying, in
1810, a rich cargo of oplum which the
Tritish East India company, contrary
to ail principles of both equity and in-
ternational law, had surreptitiously
tried to introduce Into China, for the
debas-ment of its citizens, The oplum
thus destroyed was valued at $8,000,000,
Great Tivilain forced China to pay $21,-
000,000 Indemnity, and unconditionally
cede to It the important tsland of Hong
Xong. Later England, at point of
bayonet, forced China to legalize the
oplum traffic—or, more propecly speak-
Ing, its oplwa  teaffic—and exacted
other concesklons that would, In elvil-
ined lands, smack of highway robbery,
but which, as applied to pagan China,
were regarded as an “Inevitable con-
quest of oceldental 1dens.” Other dem-
onstrations which China has had of
“Christlan" diplomacy have been
equally prejudlelal to a rapld over-
throw of natlve repugnance to interna-
tional Intercourse,

To these two reasons might be added
& third, In the complete ignorance
which originally existed and largely
still exists in the average Chinese mind
touching Caucasians. Until recently
it was an offense punishable by death
for a Chinaman to be caught traveling
outalde the boundarles of his native
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chial. The emperor bosses everything
and owns everything., He chooses his
subordinate counclliors and exccutive
officlals, who in turn choose thelr nssist-
ants, The father rules the family; a
counoll of fathers rules the viliage, sec-
ondary, of course, to the emperor and
his general representatives; and this
order of progression ls followed out
until the province I8 reached, which
corresponds to our state, There are
elghteen provinees In the Chinese em-
pire, und each enjoys a certain degree
of home rule, which is never checked
except when it conflicts with the Im-
perial wish—or, what |s practically the
same thing, with what s supposed to
be the Imperial wish. While the em-
peror s venerated most profoundly and
obeyed to a degree Incapable of ex-
planation to Caucaslan ears, the other
officials are regarded very much us
publie servants, to be respected only
ns parents or Instruments of the em-
peror, The Chinege system of eivil
promotion along the line of what there
18 deemed merit makes It possible for
uny bright Chinese boy to hope to be-
come, If not president (or emperor), at
least prime minister, The imperial
powers of the emperor alone excepted,
China I governed very much on the
tribul or democratic principle. A pecu-
lar fuct I8 that while the emperor owns
evervihing, even to the lives of his 100,
000,000 or more subjects, his family and
relutives are compuratively little es-
teemed. Mr. Holcombe says he has
many o time had in his employ & mun
who, o8 a blood relative of the emperor,
was entitled to wear the Imperial yel-
low girdle, or badge of highest dis-
tinction; but he was a hod-carrler, and
carned 6 cents n day. As showing the
possibilities open to the ambitious, in
China, the author elsewhere notes that
one of the grentest of Chinese premlers,
Shen Kuel Pen, “was the son of a street
peddler who esteemed himself fortu-
nate It he made o profit of ten cents a
day, from his business, Such cases ave
not exceptions, They form the rule’

11.
Very Interesting to the Amerlean are

and social life of the Chinese, for con-
cerning this subject hardly anything lg
known In this country. *‘In one re-
spect at least,” he tells us, “China sets
an example which all the world may
wigely follow, In this empire every
one marries and no one ‘boards” " But
it must be conceded as an offset to this
ftem of superiority, that the Chinese
marrlage, 80 far as the bride s con-
cerned, |s an emphatie fallure. She

the author Informs us, *“‘theoretically
at least marrles one whom she has
never geen, and to whom she has never
spoken. He, upon his part, has never
geen her, had no share in making the
sgelection, and has not the least reason
to be other than wholly indifferent to
her. In her new home the wife becomes
simply a convenlent under-servant.
The most menial tasks, the heaviest
burdens, are lald upon her. Her only
Justification for continuing to live is
found In chlld-bearing. Prior to that
event she Is not even glven the title
of a marrled woman, but Is still spoken
of or addressed as a girl, When she
hecomes a mother, and especially if she
bears @ son, then*at last she |5 entitled
to & certain amount of respect and
recognition as something hilgher than
a beast of burden) Hut
event oceura young wives, the author
aays, frequently commit suicide as the
only escape from the Intolerable cruel-
tica of the mother-in<law, who, even in
China, appears to rank as a promoter
of domestle discord,

1t is impossible to exaggerate the so-
elal degredation which Chinese cus-
tom decrees as the lot of woman. She
Is never anything but a servant to her
husband. “In the event of her death,
writesa Mr. Holecombe, "*her sons must,
by Chinese law, wear mourning and go
about with unshaven heads for a period
of 100 davs, But her husband would
render himself an object of ridleule
and contempt among his friends it he
put on mourning or exprossed grief at
her loss! In conversation with some
high offlcials of the government of
China the author onee referred to the
then recent death of the wife of the
Prinee Regent and remarked that of
ecourse the prinee woull go Into retlre-
ment and lay aslde his duties for a
time. 0% no, replied one of the
eablnet, v.th a laugh, “the death of o
wife counts for nothing with us. Why
should the prinee go into mourning for
her? He can get ag many more as he
wighes,” And, as n matter of fact,
the wealthier men of China do have
many wives, at one time. The emperor,
in additlon to four head wives, has
usually from 75 to 100 assistant wives,
or concublnes; and I8 “supposed to
study the character of all his numerons
sons by all these head assistant wives,
and to selett from the entire number
that one best qualified to succeed him
on the imperial throne'

Women are seldom mentlongd hy
men In China, They are not supposed
to be seen by thelr nelghbors except ut
a distance, It J8 regarded as an insult
to ask & Chinaman how hia wife is
Apropos of this pecullar social canon,
Mr, Holcombe narrates an Interesting
illustration, which we reproduce In hig
own language. “'In May, 180" he
writes, * news reached Peking that an
honored Chinese officlal, then resident
In the United States, had married an
Amprican lady. Hoon after the recelpt
of this Intelligénce the United Slates
miniater and 1T had oecaslon to vigit the
Chinese forelgn office, The minlater In-
formed me that he intended to con-
gratulate the Chinese offielals upon thle
marriage, 1 advised him that it was
contrary (o Chinede notlons of propristy
to refer to such subjects, and that his
remarks  would be misunderstood.
However, when the party were, as
usual, seated around g table at the for-
elgn office, ten had been served and the
ordinary salutations exchanged, the
minister réquested me to #ay to Prince
Kung, then at the head of the govern-
ment, that ‘the relations between the
United, Btates and China, which_ had
been of so friebdly a charsocter for
many yeara, ought to be much strength-
ened by the fact that a distinguished
Chinese officer ‘had mérried: a pretty
Yankee girl' I again remonstrated
‘with the minister, but upon his re-
newed request I repeated thiy remark
In Chinese to the prince. We were
-seated around & cireular table, and be-
sides the prince and two forelgners
there were present six members of the

down at his plate. None dared to speak.
Then Prince Kung raised his head,
looked at me In sllence, and drawing a
long breath, remarked: ‘It la fearfully
hot today.! This was the sole outcome
of our minjster's well-meant but lll-
timed congratulations.'

By reason of the fact that mixed as-
pemhblages of the dwo dexes are for-
hidden by tha Chinese soclal code, and
that It 1s even deemed a disgrace for a
husband to be seen walking,.in publie
with his wife, the soclal functions of
China are confined largely to men.
Women of the better class sometimes
exchange vislts and drink tea after the
fashion of our Amerlean'"*five o'clocks;"
but never form large gatherings. All
over three constitute a “crowd" which
I8 respeoted more for Its room than It
company, So great is this aversion of
the male Chinese to the company of the
female, In publle, that it I8 Impossible
for an Amerlcan traveling with his
wife In China to get natives to drive
the mule ltters In which all journeys
are made—that s, large sedan chalrs

tourlsts consent to occupy separnte 1it-
ters. Mr, Holcombe relutes an Instance
of this aversion which deserves to be
répeated, It will be remembered that
some years ago the Chinese govern-
ment, in o fit of soon repented Hberall-
ty, sent a delegation of Chinese young
men to this country to be educnted,
The campalgn of educatlon procesded
so rapldly that one day the venerable
Chinese director of these Mongolian
puplls, while out driving, on & Sunday
afternoon, espled one of his young men
wilking home from . Sunday school,
alongslde a4 young lady, “The young
gentleman politely bowed, and removed
his hat to his guperior, The conservi-
tve old disciple of Confucius could
hardly credit his eyes. Here was one
of the boys under his charge, for whose
moral and mental training he was re-
sponsible, actually walking in full day-
light upon the streets with a young
woman who was nelther his slster nor
hlg flrst cousin. This fact alone was
quite sufficlent to stamp the reputation
of both the young people as hopelessly
bad. But to complete the offense, the
young man had the effrontery to re-
move his hat before hig superlor, an act
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which was of itself a grave breach of
Chinese etiquette, The Incldent was
reported to Peking, where it was looked
upon, as the director himself viewed
and characterized It, as an evidence
that the students had quite lost their
manners and sense of decency.
With other causes It led to the recall of
the entlre body of students,"

Perhaps one of the reasons why the
Chinese do not Indulge in our forms of
soclial enjoyment Is because they have
been taught under the Confuclan sys-
tem (o reégard dignity and stutellness
and repose as the greatest of soclal
virtues. A Chinese gentleman seldom
walks fast, He never runs. He in-
dulges In little laborious physical exer-
else. He ls ceremonlons In the extrems,
but after hlg own fashlon.' The female
sex,” says Mr, Holecombe, "has no place
In his Idea of respectable pleasure, nor
has violent exercise of any sort a place
In his category of gentlemanly amuse-
ments." It Is related that the frst
Chinese minlster to this country was
once Invited to a reception In Washing-
ton where dancing was the prinelpal
feature of the evening's entertainment.
After watching the flushed and heated
dancera for some time In undiggulsed
amazement, and contrasting their vio-
lent exercise with thelr elegant and
manifestly expensive costumes, he
turned to n felend and inquired: “Why
do they do that hard work? Cannot
they alford to hire some one to do It for
them?"

Befors we pass to other phases of the
Chinese life and charaoter, we wish to
refer to a notable custom, religiously
observed in China, yet exceedingly gro-
tesque to occldentals, It has already
been stated that the supreme duty of a
Chinaman, next to his allegiance to the
emperor, I8 toward his parents.  One of
the odd methods taken to emphasize
this fillel respect and affection is thus
desoribed: It I8 no uncommon sight
Itd Peklng or any other elty of the em-
pire to see a company of men, headed
by a band of musle and mueny banners,
parading the streets In a long proces-
slon, at the center of which are two
caffing, The absense of white, which Is
the national mourning color, the lively
stradng of mugle and the general alr of

| pleasure throughout the members of the

party make It certain that they are not
performing the last sad rites for the
The two cofling have been pur-

Chang, as slight tokens of flal affection
and honor. And they gre belng carried
with gremt pomp and digplay to the
home of the old people, to whom they
will be pregented with plensant speeches
and approprinte replies from the sur-
prised reciplents.” An Amerlean par-
ent might question the spirlit of such a
gift. But Chinese paremts "have no
such gqueamish notlons, They accept
lacquered and decomted
coffing as a final proof of the fore-
thought and affeetionate care of thelr
children. The gifts are placed in the
slate apartments of thelr home, earefal-
protected from Injury and shown
with great pride Lo thelr friends. The
Jugubrious side of the gift never strikes
them. They see In [t only the love, re-
spect and forethought of their children.
It assures thelr minds upon one polnt
which is of great Importance to h
Chinese; It I8 m present pledge of an
honorable, dignified funeral.’

111,

When It 18 sald that the rellgion of
Ching I8 Confuclanism, it needs to be
explained that Confuclus was purely a
moril philosopher, who cared little for
forms of worghlp anfl much for abstrct
maxime, Thus the Chinese of today, al-
though glven over to a good denl of
formallan. In thele rellglous rites, are
tolerant to wn singular degreée of other
religions. 1t 18 not the white man's re-
liglon that these people resent when
Cheistinn  missionaries come among
them; It 18 the white man's diametrical-
1y opposite customs of life and manners
of thought, The Chinese are Confuckans

fth Huddhlsm superadded Ih dlstorted
‘orms; vet thers are milllons -of Mo-
hammedans lUving at peace within the
empire, and, strangest of all, the au-
thor tells us that in the center of the)
province of Honan, which |8 to say
nearly In the center of the Chinese em-
pire, 18 a single village of Jews, who
have occupled sub#tantlally thelr pres-
ent location since the dispersion of the
tribes of Israel. Through all the cen-
turies they have, In this undisturbed
village, quietly preserved their anclent
ritual and mll other essential forms of
thelr natiomal ldentity. This bespeaks
tolerance among the Chinese; but the
Chinese arg probably {olerant for the
reason that religion, as a rule, sits light-
ly om their shoulders. They become In-
tolewant only when touched upon that
Jtender spot, thelr superatitions,

‘In an earlier chapter Mr, Holoombe ex-
plains why, although the Chinese have

terly ated to Amerioa and

transported by mules—unless the two’
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they never form permanent colonies,
but after a perlod of migration always
return to thelr native land. This 18 due
to the deeply rooted religlous bellef that
unléss the body of a Chinaman Is in-
terred in the ancestral burylng ground,
that Chinaman's soul will not rest easy
in the spirit land but wander about like
a ghost perturbed. Perhaps the great-
est single manifestation of the hold
which the somewhat platitudinous
teachings of Confucius have ncquired
upon the multiplylng millions of human
beings who Inhabit China Is shown in
the veneration which Confuclanism
commands to be pald by its followers to
thelr ancestors, “So far as oan be dis-
covered,” our author informs us, “this
worship of ancestors ls as old as the
race. It I8 the most deeply rooted of all
form of religion In the very flbre of the
Chinese character and beyonu i gues-
tion, it will be the last of all forms of
false faith Mo die out from among
them." The masses belleve that the
gpirits of the departed remalin near the
home occupled by them during life, and
near the grave In which the body rests,
They belleve that these splrits are
powerful to work good or 1l to thelr
descendants, and that hence they must
be propitiated by offerings. Thus it s
customary for all Chinese familles, upon
appointed holldays, to the accompani-
ment of exploding firecrackers, to place
rich feasts of baked meants, rice and
cakes, together with rare wine and rich
silks, updn the graves of thelr departed
progenitors, in the hope that the spirits
of these departed ones wlill eat, drink,
clothe themselves and be induced to
view with favor thelr thoughtful de-
scendants™in the flesh. The apirits, of
course, do these things only In a spiri-
tual sende; and what 18 left when they
hiave satlsfled their spiritual desires, Is
promptly digposed of by the more ma-
terial providers thereof. This Interest-
Ing rite explains, among other things,
why there are no baehelors in China,
IFor, unless one marry and have de-
scendanty, how g one to be clothed and
fed after one 18 dend ?

Secondary to Confuclanism 18 Tao-
ism, a jumble of complex superstitions
and Idolatries difficult to be understood
or explained. Origipally Taolsm taught
asceticism, or that the study of pure
reason and the mortification of bodlly
desires formed the sole duty of man.
But nowadays, Taolsm has degenerat-
ed Into a craft gf mountebank priests
and astrologers, who play upon the
credulity of the lgnorant masses for
purpuses of thelr own. Buddhism is
also in general vogue, in corrupted
forms. Temples and =hrines to Bud-
dha are numerous throughout the em-
plre. The worship In these temples 1s
always Individual, there belng no such
thing as joint or congregational serviee
known. A worshiper comes In, buys
from the priest, for o few cash, several
sticks of Incense, which the priest lghts
at the sacred flame. These are handed
to the worshiper, who places them in o
bronze Incense-burner upon a table in
front of the image of Buddha, He then
prostrates himself upon a rug before
the idol three Umes, each time knook-
ing his head thrice upon the floor, the
priest meanwhlile beating a huge drum
or bell, to attract Buddha's attention.
This done, the worshiper rises and goes
about his business, These Buddhistie
temples advertise for trade, like any
other species of buskness housge; and
even employ priestly solicitors to drum
up cash-paying worshipers,

These solicitors, or professional beg-
gars, to be more exact, generally at-
tract attention by some marked pecull-
arvity of personal appearance, One had
clreular holes cut through hls cheeks.
Through these holes an fron rod had
been placed, 8o that Dboth ends
projected an Inch from the cheek.
A half-cirele hoop of iron was loosely
fastened to either end of the rod und
passed around the back of the head,
where It was attached to a log chaln
several fedt long, Another was boxed
tightly within a wooden overcoat, Into
which aplkes were driven so as to pin
him fast. The fellow set up a great
howling, and any one who sympathized
with his conditlon could contribute to-
ward his rellef by buying of a nearby
priest one of the offending splkes,
which, upon payment of its price would
he pulled out and glven to the merclful
purchaser as a souvenir of hig warmth
of heart, Not all self-inflicted cruelties
are, however, caleulated with a view
to securtng alms.  The author tells the
following clreumstance showing a sin-
cerity of faith which, desplte Its idlocy,
has a touch of the sublime: “One in-
tolerably hot and dusty afternoon 1
was resting at a wayside tea-house
to the southwest of Peking when 1
saw a man approaching and stirring
the deep dust of the highway I a very
peculiar manner. The man would take
one long step forward from a certain
point, measure his length, face down-
wiard, In the road, then place his feet
in the spot marked In the dust by his
forehead, take another step, measure
his length again, and so proceed, one
step and one  prostration, as the
Chinese call it, At eanch prosgration he
knocked his head three times in the
dust, The procecding reminded me of
the measuring worm of childhood, In
answer to my guestions, he sald that
a year before, when his only son was
very Ill, he had made a vow that, if
Buddha would restore the young man
to health, he would make a pligrimage
to Wu Tal Shan and back to his native
village, making the entlre journey In
the manner above described. The dls-
tance was nearly 2,000 mlles, and he
could measure only about three miles
a day. As he was 78 years old, frall n
appearance and about worn out, it
was easy to see that he would not live
to fulfill his vow., A calloug lump as
large as an egg had formed upon his
forehead, Yet this man was shocked
and angry at a suggestion that he
should abandon his useless pligrimage,
and passed out of sight measuring the
road with his feeble body."

1v.

The Chinaman may be tolerant in his
Ideas concerning religlon, of which he
possesses 1ittle, but he does not carry
this liberal spirvit Into the domaln of
his superstitions. The entire mental
fabiric of the Chinese nation, as Mr. Hol-
combe shows us, Issaturated with super-
stitlous notlong which hold the people
In & vige-llke grip, There Is hardly an
net in the entlre sphere of a Chinaman's
netivities which 14 not gulded In some
degree by these grotesque bellefs, But
perhaps the easlest way to & cleéar un-
derstanding of this assertion I8 to fol-
low the author through some of hig in-
teresting recollections of speclfic vaga-
rles common amongst the Chinese, The
most general class of superstitions In
China relate to Jocality and are known
by the untranslatable term of “feng
ghui.” The “feng shul" are the spirlts
of & glven lot, house or acre, who must,
at all hazards be propitiated. Clothe
the spooka of our Yankee haunted
houses with supernatural power to bless
or destroy the corporenl owners of thoge
houses, and you wlll have something
closely gannlagous to the Chinaman's
“feng shul.” The idea of the latter is

that énch particular spot of greund has

ita own spiritual forces, or Influences.
which are affected, for better or worse,

or conditlon of it. « These Influences
may be friendly to one man and hostile
to unother,” Thus, while the former
may prosper In a certaln house, the lat-
ter, moving Into it, will suffer serious
misfortunes unless, by some alleration
in'the bullding or cpange in the “lay of
the land,” he shall succeed In appeasing
the anger and exciting the gratitude of
the loeality's geomuntic powers.

This superstition takes the deepest
imaginable hold upon the Chinese peo-
ple, from emperor to pauper. “Only a
few years since,’ the author says, “‘a
number of Chinese officials united in &
petition to the throne asking that a stop
be put Lo mining coal and fron at «
point forty miles distant from the Im-
perinl tombs, upon the plea that this
mining would disturb the bones of the
empress, who had recently been burled.
A few years eaplier the viceroy at Foo
Chow formally reported to the emperor
that permisalon ought not to be granted
to certain foreignera to erect bulldings
upon the alope of a hill within the walls
of the city. He based his objection upon
the asserted fact that a great dragon
rested underneath Foo Chow and sup-
ported the foundatlons of the clty; that
ot the gpot named the veins and arteries
of the dragon came near to the surface,
and hence that the welght of the bulld-
Ings, If constructed, would impede hig
elrculation."

Quite as Interesting, In W5 way, 12 the
trouble experlenced by the government
offlelals In declding upon & burlal place
for the remains of the emperor Tung
Chih, who dled In January, 1875, and
was unable to find a satlsfactory rest-
Ing place, untll the following October,
The custom had been, up to that time,
to bury Imperial bodles alternately in
an eastern and i o western cemetery,
In tha hope that by this cxact counter-
balancing of mortuary honors the “feng
shul" of cach cemeteory would be afford-
ed no reason for jealousy. Inasmuch
as Tung Chih's father had peen Interred
In the eastern cemetery, the general
opinion properly was that Tung him-
#elf ought, In common falrness, to be
deposited In the western place of burlal.
“Bul the court nstrologers declared, as
& result of thelr divinations, that no
place could be found thers where he
might lle without injury to the state,
and hence that he must be burled clse-
where, Months of [nvestigation, re-
peated references to different boards
and departments of the publie service,
and numerous commands from the new
emperor followed, until, after nine
manthg of effort, it was finally declded
that he positively could not be Interred
in the western cemetery, where he be-
longed, but with certain precautionary
and conclliatory measures he might be
put under ground In the eastern. This
was done a8 the lesser of two evils, The
whole empire had been stirrsd up over
the question; It had been the vital topic
at numerous couneclls of state, and a
large sum of money, estimated at $250,-
000, had been expended, all to determine
at what spot the remalins of a worthless
and viclous young man might be put
out of sight."”

In consequence of the ultra-fastidi-
ousness of the “feng shul" of Chinese
cemeteries, millions of occupled coffins
are today. unburied. They are placed,
hermetically sealed, In temples or par-
lorg, pending an adjustment of the dif-
ferences belween the surviving rela-
tives and the gpirits of the burlal
ground. The methods by which the
“feng shul” are finally placated are
simple In the extreme, An astrologer
I8 eonsulted—and presented with a fee
—i he goes Into a pow wow with the
inhabiiants of the invisible kingdom;
and bLring: back o message command-
ing that a tree be planted at a specl-
fled place In the cemetery, a stone
added or removed, or some equally
trivial alteratlon made. This done,
the trouble ends, unless a second mes-
snge, communlieated through the as-
trologer—likewlse, for a consideration
—shall necessitate additional propitl-
atory offerings. This topographical
superstition of the "feng shul" Is actu-
ally recognized In the statutes of the
empire. A Chinese may sue and re-
cover duamages al law against another
for any actlon which can be shown to
the satlsfaction of the Judge to have
unfavorably affected the “feng shul”
of his hpuse or place of business,
“Years ago, Mr. Holeombe tells us,
“the secretary of the Chinese treasury
refuged to permit & well-known Ameri-
can who resided next door to him, and
who was In the service of the Chineac
government, to bulld any chimacys to
his house, as they would affect the
‘feng shul' of the gseeretary's resldence
In consequence, the Ameriean could
have no adequate fires In  his
rooms during  the ocold  winters.
Later, the construction of a high
chimney for some gus works In the
eapltal reduced by more than one-halfl
the value of all structures within a mile
of the ohjectionable work.” It is evi-
dent that such a superstition, to which
the whole people are committed, must
operate as @ conslderable barrier to
commercial and Individual progress:

Bellef In the “luckiness” of ecertaln
days obtuins throughout Chinn. The
merchant will not begin business or the
lover marry untll the astrologers have
named a favorable day. Every welghty
enterprise must be undertaken in ac-
cordance with the advice of those who
read the stars. In time of drought, If
ordinary incantations will not bring
rain, the emperor, In  his sacerdotal
character as head of the rellglous sys-
tem of China, must go 1o the sacred
altar of the Temple of Heaven, to which
he alone Is privileged Lo penetrate, and
there make sacriflces and supplicate
for raln, If after three such pllgrimages
the emperor’s prayers are ast an-
awered, he at once proceeds to play his
trump card. “Scyeral. hundred years
ago,'” says the author, "a plece of iron
was found In o well In o temple en-
closure severnl hundred miles to the
gouthwest of Peking. 1t was declared
to have dropped Into the well from hea-
ven, and has since been kept as a sa-
ered relie In the temple, The emperor
sends n commlission, headed by an Im-
pertal prinee, to the temple to receive
this bit of rusty fron from the priests
and carry it to the capital. There it
I8 deposited with elnborate ceremonles
in a temple, and on w day naumed in ad-
vance by proclamation, the emperor
proceeds to thin temple, prostrates him-
self before the bit of Iron, and prays to
It for rain' What would happen
ghould the lron onee more disappoint
his Imperial high mightiness s not re-
lated,

Minor superstitions are Innumerable.
A dark-colored spherleal stone, five feet
in diameter, probably a meteorolite, was
onee found, centurles ago, and Invested
with miraculous power, upon the theory
that it had dropped from heaven. Suc-
ceeding - oenerations  of  worshipers
have kissed its surface amooth. Onge
large locust tree, sald by the na-
tives to be 4,008 years old, has
been clothed by the masses with
supernatural qualitiea and s visited
yedrly by lons of worshiptul' pil-
grims who settk it ald In the cure of
diseass. Nogirlorw 1is p

foevune & vt s
enture neur a well that 18 being dug,
‘for reasons Known only to the Chinese

no  elrcumstances are the plates
changed. The Chinese say to change
the plates at dinner Is & certaln omen
of 1l luck,

—_—

V.

What s the actual normal character
of the Chinese people. considered with
reference to morals? In Mr, Holcombe's
book this question is parried. The im-
presslon one gets by reading it Is that,
considering all things, the Chinese s
really a pretty good sort of fellow.
Henry Norman, on the other hand, in
his just-issued book, “"The People and
Politics of the Far Hast,” as we learn
from an exhaustive review by Mr, Ha-
zlétine In the New York Sun, regards
the Chinaman as the incarnation of
pretty nigh all that 18 viclous and cor-
rupt. Every Chinese offiolal, except-
ing possibly one In a thousand, 18 In
his judgment & lar, a thlef and a
tyrant; and he opines that the people
who tolerate such officlals are them-
selves not much better, Thelr beget-
ting vices, according to Mr., Norman,
are dirt, falsehood, corruption and
cruelty. The first goes without saying.
The second and third are generally ad-
mitted, not even Mr. Holcombe caring
to enter a denial, As for thelr crdelty,
both to dumb animals and to human
belngs, Mr. Norman cites abundant evi-
dence, Hearing laughter In his stable,
4 friend of Mr, Norman, living In Pek-
Ing, Investigated, He discovered that
two of his Chinese servants had caught
a big rat, nalled its fore paws to a
board, saturated it with kerosene, get
fire to it and were witching Its frantie
movements, regarding them as excead-
ingly funny. Professional kldnapers
steal the children of white resldents,
tike them to distant eltles, blind them
and sell them Into slavery, No matter
what aceldent may happen to one of his
countrymen, the typleal Chinese will
render no assistance untll paid or
promigsed pay. For instance, n steam
launch built at Hong Kong blew up on
her trinl trip, and, among others, the
wife of the editor of a Hong Kong
paper was thrown into the water. Bome
Chinese in & sampan paddled up, and
positively refused to take her on board
untll ghe had promised them fifty dol-
larg.  Another member of the same
party hod to promise flve Hundred dol-
lars before & boatman would undertake
to convey several of the survivors to
Hong Kong. One of the latest news-
papers received from China tellg how
# boat, paddled by two men, carrying
riee from Shanghal to Pootung, cap-
slzed in the midst of a number of fish-
Ing boats, The fishermen immediately
seized upon the rice and property be-
longing to the eapsized boat, but took
not the slightest notice of the drowning
men.,

Do Chinese practlee infantlelde to a
conslderable extent? Mr., Norman
maintaing that they do: Mr. Holcombe,
that they do not. We shall present
hoth sides. Among the proofs elted in
Mr, Norman's book are the following:
One man, who had been In the employ
of & forelgner for two years, and had
recelved good wages, put his lttle girl
to death because, as he sald, he could
not afford to feed her. A woman, with-
out solicitation, told one of the foreign
ladiea that she had killed five children
in order to go out as o nurse, and that
her husband compelled her to do It. A
man who passed for a gentleman vol-
unteered the Information that he had
allowed two of his girls to die for want
of care, It was, he explained, “only a
small matter, We just wrapped them
up In bedclothes, and very soon they
were gone, I am a poor man; givls are
A great expense and earn no money,
and as we already had two we con-
cluded we could not keep any more.'
The testimony of 4 Chinese teacher is
us follows: “Infanticide I8 very com-
mon among the poor, and even among
people In pretty easy clrcumstances,
There 18 hardly a family whereln at
least one child has not been destroyed,
and In some familles four or five are
disposged of. Nothing can be done, The
officials know It, but say It Is something
they cannot control!” Another man,
who Is now a member of the Christian
church, says that, in his village, there
is hardly a family that has pot des-
troyed two or three children. A wo-
man testifled that “it was very common
for poor people to go into rich families
a8 wel nurses, because they reeelye
good wages, and, In fact, they often
destroyed thelr babies that they might
do sp." A lady contributor to the
North China Daily News furnished the
following statisties: “I find that 160
Chinese women, all over fifty yehrs of
nge, had borne 821 sons and 538 daugh-
ters, Of the song, nearly sixty per
cent. had lived more than ten years,
while, of the daughters, only thirty-
elght per cent. had lved thus long, The
160 women, accordlng to their own
gtatement, had destroyed 158 of their
daughters; but mone had ever des-
troyed a boy. The probability 1s that
the number of infanticides confessed
to Ia conslderably below the truth."

Mr, Holeombe, while not denying that
infanticlde may occur In rare instances,
thinks that the prevalence of the bellef
in its general ocourrence arises from a
mnappﬂahgnsl(hﬂ. He admits that
hundreds of ¢hildren die every day and
are lterally carted outside the elty or
village limits, like garbage, to be thrown
by the wagonfuls, into trenches or pits
and coversd over with quicklime. But
he contends that they are not deliber-
ately killed by thelr parents, but “are
the vietims of one of the most cruel and
revolting superstitions that ever found
lodgment in the human brain. When
a child slekens It has, according to the
means and Intelligence of the parents,
the same anxfous care and medieal at-
tendance that would be glven among
us; but If all remedies fall of effect, and
death Is apparently near, the situation
changes at once. The little thing s
stripped naked and placed on the floor,
which s elther of mud or brick, just In-
side the outer door of the room. The
parents leave it there and watch the
issue. I, which Is seldom the case, it
survivea the ordeal, it Is a true child of
thelr own Nesh and blood; 1f 1t dies, then

ANT

It never was thelr child, but an evil
SPIFIL secking admission to their hearth-
Blone In order to work them mischlef
and ruln, Henge, It is thrown Intg the
direet to be gathered up by the dead
oart, No power could Induce them to
&ive it proper burlal in the family rest-
ing place for the, dead, That would
mean its adoption by them, and what
sane Chinese would adopt an evil spirit
Into his famlly? This is the theory, and
this 8 the way they argue and act; and
the dead cart, with Its frelght, Is the
fearful result, Hvidently such treat-
ment kills many young children who
under other circumstances would re-
cover, and the results of this supersti-
tion are great enough to fully account
for a theory of willful infanticide.”

To the ordinary reader it will prub-
ably Bppear that the difference between
Mr. Normanand Mr, Holeombe touching
this point is one of name rather than

fact. L 8. H.
" .

AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS:

Charles A, Dana's book, “The Art of
Newspaper Muking," is announced,

Gertrude Atherton eall Boston “the clty
of ungemic virtue and emasculated yvice,"

“Oulde,' wecording to one report, 18
pennlless and all her property has been
sold for deht,

Mrs. Ward's “Marcella™ |s Iy Its 12th
edition In London, which means that the
20th thousend Is now on eale,

Harper & Bros. have brought out a wel-
come puper edition of George MacDonuld s
“Annals of a Qulet Nelghborhood.””

Migs Braddon, thank hieaven, Intends to
write no more novels, She has wlrendy
given to the world more than fifty works
of fletion,

Mudame Barah Greand Is getting better
and I8 =pending some time In Parle, whero,
It Ia sall, she I8 gathering material for an-
other hook,

The 10th volume of Dr, Furness's varl-
orum edition of Shakespeare, “A Midsum-
mer Night's Dream,' |s about ready for
publication,

A volume of pouns deallng chlefly with
Eeyptian subjects I8 soon to be brougat
oul by Miss Muthilde Blind, Bhe cills the
book “Birds of Passage,"

A tloth-bounid szet of Harper's Weekly
from thoe beginning—Junuary, 1857, 1o 15598,
Inclusive=I7 volumes, soll at Bangs & Co.'s
auction room In New York on Thursday
for ¥1156.62,

The firat yerles of the “Chlmmie Fadden®
papers I8 pnow in Hs 1Tth edition. Mr.
Towngend, the author, will bring out a
longer work, A Daughter of the Tene-
ment,'" In the fall,

Miss Gilder publishes in the Critic of
April 6 an amusing refulsion of @ story
In the Philadelphin Times sbout the down-
fall and decay of Claras Loulse Kellogg, the
“"onve gifted songstress,'”

Tolstol's new story is called *Master and
Man,” It describes with pathos and shin-
plicity the way In which a commonplace,
money-loving mun sacrifices hig lfe in a
great storm 1o syve that of iy servant,

The Amerioan Jewess s the title of &
new magazine hulling from Chlcago., A
portrait and blography of Mrs. Svlomon,
president of the Nationwl Councll of Jews-
I8k Women, Is given, while Dr, Emil G,
Hirgeh pictures "The Modern Jewess.''

Current Literature suys of lesa! Nassar,
o new life of Christ: “This new life of
Jesus 13 o wonderful volume, one of the
most importunt religious works that hag
appeared for many years.' It is written
by Peter ¥, Anna I, and B. F., A, Mun-
reoy, Russians, born in Jerugalem,

Lord Waolseley's book on Napoleon, which
will appear this spring, s confined
to the last disastrous years In the active
chreer of the Emperor, 1812-5. The author
cluims that Napolvon fatled in the mission
e sct for himsell and that he was Leaten
ut his own special gume of war,

The May number of Donshoe’'s Maga-
zine I8 to contain an article by Augustin
Duly on his methodsof preparinga Shukes-
pearcan play for the stage, Hev, John
Tulbot Smith, of New York, will contrib-
ute for the same number of Donahoes an
article on Augustin Daly himself,

Coples of the first two-volume edition of
Hryce's "American Commonwedlth' are
not only scarce, notwithstanding the fact
that it numbered thousands of volumes,
but are Inerensing in value, A short Ume
ago, at one of Bang's & Co.'s sales, It
fetched $11 a volume, The threc-volwne
editlon has sold as high as $285.5 for the
#el,

G, P, Putnam's Sons announce for early
publication “Dr. Izard,” & new romipnce
by Mlas Anna Katharine Green, the nu-
thor of “The Leavenworth Case,"” “Marked
Personal,"” ete, This story Is described as
quite distinet In character from the au-
thor's previous books, Of Mis=s Green's
soveral romances nearly 760,00 coples huve
in ill been sold,

Fruncols Coppee’s drama, “"Pour la
Couronne' (“For the Crown'), which has
gcored such 4 hit at the Odeon in Paris, 18
to be seen In New York next autumi.
Francola Coppee will cross the Atlantie 1o
s¢¢ the production, The play, which ls In
five acts, deals with milltary treason. A
#on 18 driven, through a sense of his duty
to his country and his love for It, to kill
his father. The scene is Juld in the Balkan
mountiins,

Librarlan Spofford, of the Congressional
Hbrary, reports that during the year 184
62,762 copyrights were entersd, aguinst 55,-
&5 for 1883, and that 40,208 copyright pub-
leatlons of wll Kinds were received, Of
the publications received, nbout 14,00 wero
books, 15,00 musical compositions, 16,W0
periodicnls and 5,00 photographs, while the
remainder were made up of dramatic com-
wositlons, engravings, chromos, prints,
deslgng, maps and charts, There has been
a stoady increase in the international copy=
right, *

Max Simon Nordau, whose remarkable
work entitled ""Degeneration™ is such a
savige wttack upon &ll Burope (upon Wag-
ner and Zoln, lbsen and Maeterlinck,
Tolstol and Wilde), 18 of Jewish extraction
and was born at Budapest nearly foriy-
alx years ngo. He begun in 1850 to prac-
tive medicine In Parls, where he still re=
glres, Of his many books only two, be-
sldes “Degeneration,” have carrled his
name bevond the German and Austrian
frontiers, One of them Is “"Conventionnl
Lies of Society,” suppressed In Austria
and Rusila ever since its Arst appoear-
ance, and “Paradoxes,'” Its worthy com-
panion, In “Degencration,’” Dr, Nordau
has undertaken to prove, in a sclentifio
and elaborte argument, that a large per-
contuge of soclety, In consequence of cér-
tain nervous conditions, hasx developed o
tagte for the inferior in art and musie,
and the depraved and even Hlthy In liter-
ature, and that the artlsts, composers and
authors who furnish the supply are mors
ally and mentally degenerate.
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SPRUDEL SAL
IS INVALUABLE FOR _
_ Stomach derangements,

 Kidney andliver-diseases.




