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CHAPTER VL

Then my uncle and Mr Hardwlek
turned on Martin Hewltt with doubts
and many questions, “Why Jdo you
call ft sufelde” Mr, Hardwiok asked,
“4¢ fe plain the Fosters were with him
at the time, trom the tracks, Do you
miun to say that they stood there and
wiktihed Sneathy hang himself without |

interforing 2 | brothers Postor were following Sneathy
vNg 14 .,.‘1," Hewlitt vopliod, lights Land came this way. Therefore, If he
ing a cig 1 think 1 told you thut | hunged himsell before they werived, (it
“, v never saw Snealhy wollll sevem thut they musl have con
Sy e vl il and, vurse, that s | geross the body,  But youw 1 examined
what they =4id thems E'. A when they | the body bl Phere wag muid on the
were Brrvsted Butl the thing's lmpuss II;I. v, nwmd clinging to one ke was n
pible, Look ut the tracks sinadl leall 1t owas o leaf corresponding
The tracks are exactly wWhat 8 0 ypowe on the bush behind the trec,
veuled to me that 1t was not LNpOsSsis Foaa o was ot ead leaf, s musl
ble! Hewltt returned. P tell SO0 |y oy Just detachaed,  After my ex-
how the case unfolded Msell o me g0 sinn of the body 1 went to the
from e beginning As Lo the |Il‘l L buah, and there, 1o the thilck of It werye,
mation you guthered from m_.. l.}“::' for wy, sutticiently distinet Knee murks
worth comvhmin, to beg WitE R I one of whieh the Knve had erushed a
n |-1\.u|_\ of the bush uguinst the ground
- il from that spray o beal was missing
« r:\] i Beh \1 {11 Knee tmirkd wetre the in
{1 i dunt 8 ol ol toes In the softl, bare
’ earth under the bush, and thus the
;: " u.mrl.nn Thie poor lunatic had f
/% =

“an T Don't, Hewitt Replied.

conversation betwe the Foaters

b he overheard might well mean |,
pomething less serious th
What did they suy

stand, and it i de-
y must be at
in an asyfum before
happens. He has
= may
The
other
¢r he
.’ th
that

Gnoe Be-

doctor, what to do—Iin re-
gard to v formalitien. And
o A strugEle

re found neces-

Hkely, waan't

Mr, Hardwick replied,
It never atruck me In

Well, yes."”
#it certalnly la
that light at all”

“That was because you believad to
begin with that a murder had been
ecommitted, and looked at the prellm-
inary circumstances, which you learned
after, In the light of your nvietlan
But now ta come 1o my actukl ohterva-
tions. | saw the fontmarks across the
firlds and agreed with von (it was In-
deed obvieus) that Sneathy had gone
that way and that the brothers

had followsd, wilking over his triscks
This atate of the tracks continued until
well into the wood, when suddenly the
tracks of the brothers opensd out and
procesded on #ach side of Hneathy's
The simple inference would seemn to be,
of course, the ane you made—that the
¥oatera had here overtaken Sneathy
and walked one at each side of him;
but of this I feit by no means certain.
Another very almple explanation was
avallable, which might chanee to be
the true one. It was Just at the spot
swhere the brothers' tracks separated
that the path became suddenly much
muddier, becnuze of the closer over-
hanging of the trees at the spot, The
pith wie, as wiad to be expected, wot-
test In the middle. It would be the
moat natural thing in the world for
two welldresged young men on arrives
ing here to separate 0o an to walk one
on each #ide of the mud In the middle
On the other hand, a& man In Sneathy’'s
state (ussuming him, for the moment,
to be mad and contemplating suicide)
would walk stealght along the center
of the path, taking no note of mud or
anything . else. I examined all  the
traucks very earefully, and my theory
was confirmed.  The feet of the broth-
erd hnd everywhere allghted In the
driest spotg, and the steps were of ir-
regulur  lengths—which meant, of
courde, that they were pleking  their
way; while Sneathy's footmarks had
never turned astde; even for the dirtiest

puddle. Here, then, were  the  rudl-
ments of & theory,
At the watercourse, of course, the

footmurks ceased, beeanse of the hord
gravel, The body lay on a knoll at the
left—n knoll covered with grasg.  On
this the gigns of footmarks were al-
mogl undigeoverable, although 1 am
often able to discover tracks In grasa
thit are Invigible to others, Hers, how-
aver, N was almost useless Lo spend
much time In examination, for you
and your man had been thers, and
what slight marks there might be
would be undistinguishable one from
another, Under the branch from
which the man had hung there was an
old trge stump, with a flat top, where
the tree had been sawn off. T examined
this, and it

| thin

the rope wasa about his neck—his
mudidy footprint was plain to see; the
mud wias nol smeared abont, you sew,
as it probably would have been If he
had  been stood  there Tforcibly  and
pushied off, Tt was a simple clear foot-

print=another hint gt sulcide,
“Eut then deose the objectlion that
vou  mentionsd yourselr Plainly the

1 Sight of the dangling rope, un
oo suleide was Arresipl-
v e st u."
batily the volges
nd him the
1 nedintely, hid In‘
| ush il had passag, It s
1 ng who the glen wen
thiat they 'were fol-
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L letely ungov-
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that yuu saw
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thlngs about

W l|1 a

handed un
: For well
» the wrist

#=pointl had made «

trlangulnr rent In the coat =0
he hiand must have been held in
s right hand while hs |
with hig left—clearly o

W1 man
L important of all about the -
the Jugged halr . |
E-I-.;r_\..‘.r a3 alr |
cut and orderly ::I
ugh a woud plece had
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T was the Hand

{Then, you will re
YOUr reguest te

member, I went at

> the footprints of |

the Fuster ¢ purt of the path
past the watercourse, Hers, &N.’l!'.;.- it
wad muddy In the middle, and the 1\-
?r-'-'?wr-d had walked ua far Apart
;v “, althoy body had walked
: A fnal proof, If one
w N 0t " theory us to the
three lines of f ints

Now'l was to o er how to get at
°h .rf..n., Who ‘hod taken the hand -J.I-i
}::..-:l.:.l Be punished for the mutilation,
BUt beyond that he would be r--li,ulr-wf!
l.\I witness, Now all the fout-tracks
0 inhe vicinlty had been iccounted for

There were

those aof the hrot .
14 "‘n‘ fwthy, rothers and

» Which we have been Spenlc.

ing of; thage of the rustics lnuking on
wl leh, however, stopped a little was
oftf, smul i not Interfere with our
aphere. of observation: those of your

man who had cut stralght thr wgh thi
waud when he first suw the bady and

o lad Excaped!

Brett and 1 left yowand traversed the
w:tlnrvqum. bath up and down. We
found u footprint at the top left lutely
by u man with a broken shoe. Hight
down to the bottom of the watercourse
where It cmerged from the wood there
was no slgn on elther side of this man
havime left the gravel,  (Where the
body was, us you will remember, he
would simply have stepped  off' the
gravel on to the gPase, which | thought
It usflosa to examine as I have ex-
plained.) But at the bottom, by the
lank, the footprint appeared sgaln, This
then was the direction In which 1 was
to search for a left-hunded man with n
broken-sole shoe, probably wgypsy, and
most  probably o forelgn  gypsy —he-
cuuse o forelgn ‘gypsy would he the
maogt lkely to hold stil the beller in
the Hand of Glory. 1 conjectured the
man 0 be a straggler from o band of
gypules—one who probably had got be-
hind the caravan and had mide o shot
out neross the wood after It, so at the
end of the lune I look for a patrin.

! gulde stragglers following

This |8 a slgn that gypsies leave to
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holds in solution the albu.
moids and salts of lean raw
meat, prepared by a cold proc-
ess, containing the life-sus-
taining and tissuebuilding
properties of meat itself, yet
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had come back the sume ny with you
and our own, which we had been CHE e
ful 0 kesp away from the uthers
i'-dl'ﬂu'p;- ntly thers was no track of th
man whao had cut off the hand; thers.
fore It was certaln that he must have |
come alung the hard grave] Ly the
Watercourse, for that wad the anly
posuible path which would not tell the
tale. Indesd, It seems quite a lkely
path through the wood for a passens
ger o take, coming from the high
ground by the Shepperton rond
— 4 ) ~
]- LN
[ y---i"——-.lm-I-t-n._

up, Some-

thmes It s a heap of doad wiaves, sume-
times n fow stoned, sometimes & mark
an the ground, but more veually o
couple of twigs crossed, with the longer
twig pointing the roud. Gulded by
these patrins we came In the omd on Lhe
KV PHY varng Just us It was setting tl-m;,ll
far the night, We made ourselyves
ngrecable fas Hrett will probably des-
eribe to you better than 1 can), we left

them, and after they hnd got to slesp
we onme bnek and watched  for the
gentleman who I8 now In the lock-up,

He would, of course, weige the Arst op
portunity of trenting his ghastly trophy
In the presoribed way, and 1 guessed ho
would choowe mildnight, for that 18 the
tme  wuperstittion  teaches  that  the
hands should be prepared. We made
w few nmall preporntions, collered him
and now you've got him. And 1 should
think the sooner vou let the brothers
Foster go the bettep,**

“Hut why didn't you tell me nll the
contluslong you had arrived nt, nt the
time " naked Mr, Hardwlok.

“Well, really,” Hewilt vepliod, with o
qulet wrille, “you were g0 poxitive, and
gome of the traces T relled on were so
amall that It would probably have
meunt a loni negument and, o loss of
time. Hut more than that, confess—I1f |
hug told you bluntly that Bneathy's
hand had been tuken away to make n
medisval charm to ennble a thief to
pask through a locked door and stenl
plute calmly under the owner's nose
what would you have safd 7

“Well, well, perhaps T should have
been o Hitle skeptical. Appearances
vomblned so completely to polnt to the
Forters as murderers that uny other
explungtion, slmost, would have vevmed
unlikely to me, and that—well no, ¥ oon-
fess, 1 shouldn’'t have belleved In 1t
But It I & startling thing to find such
superstitions alive nowndays '

oy, perhups (618 Yet we find sl.lr-

done by gypsies, elther, FEven in Eng-
lund, ws Inte as 1865, & poor paralyaed
Frenchman was kKilled by belng ‘swiam'
for witcheruft—that was In Exséx. And
lows atrocious cuses of bellef in wiz-
ardry oceur again and agaln even
now.,"

Then Mr, Hardwlek and my uncle fell
Into o digcusslon as to how the gypsy In
the lock-up conld be legally punished.
ME, Hardwick thought It should be
trented as a theft of a portlon of a dead
body, but my uncle funcled there Wus
penilty for mutilation of o dend body
pier me, Lhough he could not point to the
mtntute, Ad It huppened, however,
they were saved In trouble of arriving
wt e declalon, for in the morning he wis
scovered to have escaped, He had
been left, of course, with free hands,
anid had occupled the night In wrench-
Ing out the bars at the top of the back
wall of the Hitle prison-shed (it had
stood on the green for o hundred and
fifty yoars) and climbed out. *He wan
not found again, and s month or two
Inter the Foster family left the district
entirely.

I'l he I:.mll
-
l.\h.lemly Not.
From the Washington Star,

SPalk te chenp,'” observed the man who
belleves In proverbs

“Humph!'* replled the man who doesn't,
“Thit remark shows that you never hired
a lawyer or ronted o telophone. '’
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Willnahlans, however, are hnrrjbly Bu-
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