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‘SPEECH

GEORGE W. WOODWARD,
AT THE

GREAT UNION MEETING,

715!d December 13, 1869, in Independence
Square, Fhiladelphia. ’

[Tha meeling was calléd by the Mayor ofthe ¢ity,atths
¢ of the Seivet acd Cummon Conncils, 2nd was held
, Thursduy, 13th I ber, 1860, i Indepoud
Siayor llenry was callad to presids, aud a lurge
uf geotlomen ofliclated co Preridenta end
terizs. The meetlng wWas opened with prayer by
p totter.  ‘The address of the Mayor followed. The
ous wera redd Ly Joha B. Myors. The speakers,
kya iitee of C: ils, theh add d the
-t conrourza assombled in the Squdre, tu tha fllowing
n. Joreph K. lugersoll, George W. Woodward,
£. Lex, Theodore Cuyler and lsxac Hazelburat.}

Vi

W¢ hnva assombled, fellow-eitizens, in puran-
sace of tise Trociamation of the Mayor, that we
may * canusel together to avert the danger which
threatens our country,” That danger is not
re¢ent or new. It bas a history. And we must
siance At that; we must obtain a clear view of
ihe aelual state of the crisis, before we can give
or recsive intelligent coungel.

Jt was announced o few years ago that the
emilict which had eprung up in this country
twween free and slave labor was irrepressible ;
2t & house divided against itself could mot
siand ; (het all the States of this Union must
terime free or slave Stales.
he mieaming of this was, and is, that all were
13 hecoma fres States, for the eoil and olimate of
s majority of the States uro such that it never
wn T.ezome the interest of the superior race to
intin slavery in them. Everybody knows this,
id therefore the allernative form of the propo
fiiien was only to give it an appearance of
tairness qod a little more rhotorical effzct.

Tae full scope and mesning of the announce-
1eént are, theo, that oitizens of the United States
e 12 be (otally divested of the properly they
uaw hold in four or fivé millions of slaves, of the
agaregatd value of many haundred millions of
duflars, and thai the habits and domestic eondi-
tion of the people—their commercial relations,
sad their political rights, in 8o far as these In
teresis are conmected with the institution of
Havery, are to undergos revolution.

Ner was this prediotion the voice of an obscure
2nd unkonored prophet, but of a citizen whom
tte people of the free States have just distin
iskal, in A signal manper, by couferring on
uia the highest offive they had to give. Ia 2o
tar av their votes are to be considered as respon-
siv2 10 his announosment, they are s loud amen
—a zzlema anawar, 8o Jot it be.

Whilst it is not to ba doubted that maltitudes
vated for the Precident elect with other views,
a3l did not intend » distinet  endorsement of his
tasorite progwsition, yet, as the record is made
up, the prophocy aud the prophet stand approved
1y & majority of the people of the free States
s he inexorabie exclusion of slave property from
i common territeries, which the Government
hatds in trust for the people of all the States, is
a natural and direct step towards the grand re-
salt of extinguishing slave property altogether,
anil was one of the reoord issues of the late elco-
thm.  Fhis policy must be considered as ap-
yroved algo. Not that every man who voted for
the ful 3 t to afliv, that &
trastes for several co equal parties has & right,
in law or veason, to exclude the property of some
and almit that of others of the partics for whem
ka2 holds-_but so is the record.  And whilst it is
7ot 10 bn 18ken e expressing the sniversal sense
*f tha volers, it does, undoubtedly, imply that
vast masses of Northern people do heartily ap-
prove, bath of the proposition to make all the
“tates free, sud of boginning by cxcluding sla-
very feom the territoriea. '

Tne Sonth seems inclined so to sccept the
selgment. She holds the property that is to be
«hui gut of the {erritories, that is to be restrict-

«l, cribbed, and confined, ore and more, until

it i finally extinguished. Ecerywhere in the
Sauth the peoplo are beginning to look out for
the :neans of melf-defence. Conld it be expected
that they would be indifferent to such events as

have oconrred - That they would stand idle and

223 measnres connerted and carried forward for

(e annihilation, sooner or later, of her property
Such expeotations, if induiged,
The law of self-defence
includes right of property as well as of person ;
and it appears to ine, that thers must be 8 time,
in the progress of this confliat, if it be indeed
irrepressible, when slaveholders may lawfally
fall back on their natural rights, and employ, in
defence of their property, whatever means of
1 do
uot agree with them that the time has arrived
yat; but it would be well for those who push on
1kis conflict, in whatever form, to consider that
they are hastening on that time, and that they
have convinced one or more Southern States that

ia slaves?
wera not rensonable.

vrotestion they ¢ or ean nd

it has already come, .

Several States propose to retire from the Con-
Wo come

federacy, nud that justly alarms us.
together to consider what may bo done to pre

vent it, and we are bound, in fidelity to ourselvés
and others, to take the measure of the whole

magnitade of the danger.

This irrepressible confiict has grown out of the
Anzla Snwen love of freadom. What that pas-

sion is, and how It was offended by the intro

Auction of negro elaves, may be read in the
chivonicles of the American I'rovinces, and es-
Preislly in the earnest, the eloguent, and ro-

d d by tho Colony
of Virgiain to the Crown and Parliament of

irancag ad

Poated v

(ireat Lrituin against their introduction.

Bat if the Anglo-Saxon loves liberty above all

ather men, he is not indifferent to gniv and thrift,
424 is rewarkable for his owpacity of adaptation
whereby be takes advantage of any- ciroumstan

¢25 in which he finda himself placed. And, ne-
«ardingly, by the time the Colonies were prepared
to 1hrow off the Dritish yoke, and to sssume
among the powers of the earth the separale and
<equal station {0 which the laws of nature and ol’,'

conntinurd at the erpivition of the
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that the unwelcome workers, agninst whose in
troduction such earnest protests had been made,

alone counld produce some of the great staples o

ployment as the Houth could aftord.  Considera
tions of humanity, nlro, as well as tha rights o
private property, eatered into the discussions o
that day.
thrust unwillingly upon a superior ?

Inw of tha rolation to protect the infavior?
to the General Government. ?

new Uovernment ¢ Shonkl jurisdiction to abol

of that day, were wisely settled.
The Northern States abolished their slavery,

but they did it gradually, and so did not wound
their lova of gnin. They sold sut alavery to the
Souih, aud they roceived a full equivalent, not
only in the price paid down, but in the manufac
turing and sommeraial prasperity whiah graw up
from the praductions of slave Lubor.

When the Constitution came to be formed,
some of the Northern States still hold slaves, but
several had abolished the institution, and it must
have been apparent that natural eauses would
force it ultimately altogether upon the South.
The love of liberty was as inteuse 88 ever, and
as sirong at the South sz at the North, aud the
lova of gain was common also to both sections.
Here were two master passions to be adjusted
ander circumstances of the greatcst delieacy.
They wora adjusted and the great questions of
the time were ssttled, in the only manner possi-
ble. Concession and compromise—cousideration
for each oiher's feelings and interests, sacrifices
of prejudices, forbearance and moderation-—these
were the mcans by which tho ¢ more perfect
Union " was formed. ’
*And what a work it was! If the Unlon had
never brought us a single blessing, the Constitu
tion of thn United States would still have been o
magnificent monument to the unselfish patrictiam
of its foundera. Not an alliance mercly, butaclose
and perfoot union between peoples equally ambi-
tious, equally davoted to freedom, equally bent
on bettering their condition; but separated by
State lines, nnd jenlous of State righte—one
section seeking iig prosperity uhder institutions
whioh wers to make cvery man s free man—the
other under institutions which tolerated negro
glavery. .

Tiad the Constitution failed to work out the
beneficent results intended, here was an instance
of human effort 10 do good—an effort to restrain
and regulate two natural passions, and to compel
them to co operate in blessing mankind—whieh
would forever have challeng=d the admiration of
al! good and thoughtful men. But it did not
fail, thank God; it has made us o great and
prosperons nation and the admiration of the
world, for the motive of the founders is swallow
ed up in wonsder at tha success of their work,
But all this the < irrepressible conflict” ig-
pores. The passion for liberty, spurning the
restraints imposed, has burned out ail tho memo.
ries of the compromise and the compaot in those
Northern communities, which, under the false
name of Liberty Bills, obstruct the execution of
the bargain. What part of the purpose of the
foundors are the underground railroads intended
to promote 7 Whence come these cxcessive sen-
gibilities that cannot bear a few slaves in a ro-
mote Lerritory until the white people establish a
Constitution ? What does that editor or preacher
know of the Union, and of the men who mada it,
who habitually reviles and misrepresents the
Sonthern people, and excites the ignorant and
the thoughtless in our midst to hate and perse-
oute them ? What has bocome of our glad and
willing obedience to the Supreme Court asthe
finnl expositor of the compaat 7

.Be mnot deccived. Let me not prophesy
amooth things; and cry peace when there is no
peaca. Let the truth be spoken, ba heard, be
poudered, if we mean to save the Unicn. The
conflict boasta that it is irrepressible. It allies
itself with equal rendinsss to religion and Infi
delity. It enlists all our passions, good and
bad. 1t makes common onuge with the cham-
pioms of freedom the world over, and with the
promoters of insurrection, riot and discord at
home. With Freedom inscribed on the bannor it
bears, it tramples under foot the guaraniees of
freedom gontnined in the Constitution and laws.
How ia it to be repreesed? QCovernmental
administratién aannot subdue it. That has been
tried for several successive periods, and the con-
fiict has waxed hotter and hotter.  Will thenext
Administration be more fal? MHoping for
the best it oan do, what right have you or I to
anticipate that the honest man who has been
elected will prove reareant to the maxims that
made him Prestdent 7 Con trade and commerce
subdue it? LKook at the votes of Boston, Phlla-
delphia, and Piltsburgh. The manufactarers
and merohants are the governing classes inthese
cities. They are intelligent and quick to dis
cover their interests. They have weighed and
mensured the Soulhern trade, and than. have
voted against the Southern people. But what
if they had not—what if, like the city of New-

be overruled by the country counties? Com-

people of the interior Tond it their sympatbies.

States shall all hecome free.

od again and agaih, the decreo.

seems to have sanctioned it.

States stand for ihe present committed €o it.
What hopo iu left for the Unlon? Iathere a

Riot can go on and the Union last? If there be,
that man ig beside himself; ho haslost his wits.
{ will reason with no such man,

80 great areproach and gvil, that the whole influ-

other—even though, as o conseguence, the slave
States should be driven out of the Union.
ia the prevaleni distemper of the public miand,
1t Who can minister to s mind diseased 1"

heart {o the lips.
When, under the articles of confoderation,

bedient ; and the General Government had prov:

arislng, the people took the romedy inté thel

ger, and the possible remedy. Thus the popula
dangers were averted.

examples.

'y

tion of the Unlon. Under the amendatory atang
of the Constitution, Congress is bound to oall

islnturca of two-thirds of the States. ;
Iature will assemble next month. Lei us potitio

nature’s (iod entitle them, it had been discovered

could-lie turned te profitable account in the
Nouthern States-~that the African constilution
wag well adapted to labor in latitudes whioh

life —and that the Nerth, which could not employ
them profitably, would be benefitted by suca em-

What was beat for an inferior race
That buth
should be free, or that the inferior shonld serve
the ruperior, and the superior be bound by the

If best for hoth races that the existing slavery
should continue, then what was to bo its relation
How should it bo
represented in the Counoils of the Nation ? How
far protected or discouraged by the power of the

ish it be granted to the Governmont, or reierved
to the States and the people of the Stetes ? These
were great questions, and, like all tho questions

and go gratified their innate love of freedom—

York, they had voted against the conilict, only to
morcial cities ocannot repress the cooflict, if the

No, no, there is reason in the boast that the
There .is good
ground {o'apprehend the extinotion of property
in alavea. All New England has decreed it. The
great. Statea of New York and Ohio have repeat-
Pennsylvania
The Northwestern

man in thig assembly who deems - that this com-

Bat, though
few may believe that the Union con long endure
the shock of the contlict, yet many people think
that freedom—sbsolute, unconditional, universal:
freedom-—is so great a baon, and negro slavery

Thia

Fellow-citizens, I profees no ability in this re-
gard, but my mouth is open, and 1 will atter
gome of the thoughts that pross up from the

which carried ue- through our Revolutionary
war, States had grown jealous, uafraternal, diso-

ed itaelf too weak to suppress conflivts that were

own hands, called & Convention, and formed o
stronger government. The aall of the Conven.
tion, the election of deputies, the State Conven—
tions whioh followed, sll served to engago the
public mind, and to direct it to the common dan-

mind prepared iteelf to receive with approbation
the Constitution that was formed, and impending

History Is said to be philosophy teaching by
Let us be instructed by this example.
As we, Ionneylvanians, were the first to abolish
slavery, let us be the firat to moye for the salva-

goneral convention on the applioation of the Leg-
Our Legis-

them to demnnd the convention. (ood exnmples,
Llike bad ones, arg contagious. Perhaps one and'

another of the Northern and Soulhern States
may do the like until the requisite number have
aoncurred, and then wo will have a National
Counveation to cunsider the ovila"and dangers of
the dry, sl to devisa remedies which, it may
he hoped, shall prove as salutary as those of
1787. And now, as thon, the progress of these
muasures will awakea inqguiry st thoughtful-
ness in the masses, will oall off their minds from
tho petty palitics of the day, and Trorm the mis—
chiovous agitation of slavery «uestions, to the
graml problow of how wo can render this glori-
ous Union porpetunl.

In what form and to what extent the power of
the General- Government shonlil be increased is
not for me to indicate, but with the confossions
of Prosident Buchanan and Atternoy General
Black before ug, that the Government, ns now
conslituted, is unabla to preveat or panish se-
cession, or to suppress tho proud conilict that
diaturbs our poace and honsts itself irrepressible,
have 1 not a right to assame that the Government
needs to he sirengthened ?  Ilave 1 not a right
fo say that the Governmont which was all auf-
ficiont for tho country fifty years ago, when rail
and olimate, and Stato sovercignty coull be
trusted to regulate the spread of slavery, is in-
suflicient to day, when overy upstart politician
can stir the peuple Lo mutiny against the domes-
tie institutions of ourSouthiern peighbors—when
the ribald jests of seditious editars, like Grecloy
and Beecher, con away Legialaturas and popular
votes against the handiwork of Washington snd
Mudison- -whon the sourrilous lihols of suah a |
book ns IHelper's become a favorite eampaign
document, and are accepted by thousnnds as law
and gospel both—when joalousy and hate have
killed out all our fraternal feelings for those
who were born our brethren, and who havo done
ngno harm? The traditions of the elders ling-
ered in the generations which immediately sue
ceeded the adoption of the Conatitution,land their
passion for frecdom, just a8 sirong as ours, was
chastened Ints loyalty to the Union, and venera—
tion for the rights of the States. The Constitu
tion, which wns strong ewnough to govera suoh
men, is too weak to restrain us who have out
grown the geave #nd moderate wisdom that
excited no irreprossible conilict between breth-
ren, but taught them fo dwell together in unity.
I would make it strong cnough to restraln tho
madness of our day.

And let the people consider the molives for
presorving the Union. Thoy would hbe brought
dircetly to these by the debates of the Convention
and by the antecedent and subsequent debates.
I enn suggest only somo of them.

First, our nome, and plage, and power, a8 one
of the nations of the earth. = Aro not these worth
proserving ¥ In eighty years we have matched
the greatness that Rome and England were oen-
turies in attaining. What may be donein the
next eighty ?

I hoard a sagaocious siatosman say, about three
yoars ngo, that in twouty ycars from that time,
if we kept together, we would drive England
from all the markets of the world as a first—olasa
trador. They were words of cheer, but there
was the inovitable i/. In what markets wo
shouid rival Englund, or even the pettiest king-
dom of the earth, atter s disaolution of the Union,
that statesman and no other has venturcd to
predict.

See what prosperity would come Lo us of the
North in the process of the grand rivairy pre
dioted by that siatesman. Manufactures and
pavigation have buill up the greatness of En-
gland, and they would do thesame for us as o
nation, and for our section of the mation. Man-
ufaciuring has already made us grest. Inno
ofie respeot sro the rise and progress of our
country 8o romarkable a3 in its manufactures.
The narrow-minded English statesman, wuo
would not have us manufacture evon o ‘ hob
vail,” could he bz oarried slive through tho fac-
tories of I'miladelphia, Pitisburgh, or Lowell,
would, to be consistent with himself, curse the
false gods who had isspired his unrensonnble
wish, and hasten to die again,  We shall never
necd to depend again on any forcign nution for a
Jubric that can be made of cotton, iron or wool.
Thus far, at loast, we have come. And what
¢itics; and towns, and railroads, sud canals have
we built up in our progress! How much por-
sonal wealth and social happinesa have we crea-
ted—what addilions to our population—what
acoretions in the vilue of our furms and minerals
—what industry have we stimulated and reward-
od—what commerce have we won! Think of
these Lhings, fellow-countrymen—eon them ovor,
one by one—dissect and analyze ech fact—trace
its tions and ] ; and then,
when you combine them all in.one glowing pio-
ture of national prosperity, remember that cor
ToN, the product of sluve labor, . hns been one of
the indispensable elements of all Lhis prosperity.
More, it must be an indispensable element of all
our future prospority. I eay it must be, The
world cannnt and will not live without cotton.
There is not a matron i ell the Union that ean
‘| clothe her family or herself without it. Novoan
England Jdo without our cotton. [Ier mills and
ours would rot, and her operatives and ours
would starve, if the negroes did not raise cotton.
Maaumit them and they will sever raise another
-Jorop. They need the authority of & master and
the eye of an-overseor to compel and direct them
to the duties to the cotten plant whioh must be
rendered at the right season pracisely, or the
crop is ‘lost.
And thus it happens, that -the Providence of
that Good Being who has watched over ua from
the heginning, and saved us from extornsl foes,
has 80 ordered our internal relationa as to make
negro slavery an incaloulable blessing to us and
to the peopla of Great DBritain. I say to us; for
I do not enter into the guestion whether the in-
stitution bo nn ovil to the paople of the Southern
Staies. That is their concern, not ours. Wo
have nothing to do with it. And to obtrude our
opinions upon the people of sovereign States
ning their d tic institulions, would be
sheer impertinenee. Bat do you not see and fosl
how good it was for ue to band over our elaves
to our friends of the South—how good it was for
ug that they have employed them in raisinga-
staple for our manufacturers—how Wise it wns
to 8o adjuat the Compramiaes of the Constitution
that we could live in union with them and reap
the signnl advaniages to which 1 have adverted ¥
We consign them to no “heathen thrall, but to
Christian men, profcssing the same faith with
us—speaking the same language~~reading tho
golden rule, in no one sided and distorted shape,
but ag it is recorded, o rale to slaves as woll as
masters.

This allusion to the golden rale reminds me of

!

f
f

ence of a good man'g life and condust shauld be | an objeetion which will be urged to much that 1
directed to promote the one and puppress the

have advapoed. It will be eaid that slavery is 8
sin against QGod, and, therefore, that all renscns
drawn from our material interests, for favoring
or abetting it, must go for notking.

If it bo a #in, I agrao there iz an ond to my nre
gument, but what right has the Abolitionist to
prounounco it & sin? I say Abolitionist, because
tho pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.of
Brooklyn, in a sermon prenched within a week,
defined au Abolitionist to bo one who holds that
alnrqry is nsin. I accept the definition, and ao-
cording to it many of our best Christian peoplo
must bs acoounted Abolitionists; for it ia as
tonishing how extonsivcly thereligious mind of
the No#th has admitied into itaelf tho suspicion,
not Lo say conviotion, that slaveholding is a ain.
It & sin, then it is a violation of somo Divine law,
for sin ia tho transgression of thdillw. .

Now, I deny that any savh law has over been
‘Toveajgd. The burden of showing-it ia on him
who alleges, aud whon it is shown, I agree it
shall rule out all that has been said of can be
gain for a Union founded on slavery. I bind my-
pelf noyer to raise my voios again in behalf of
guch & Union. But, so far from any such law
being found plainly written for our instruction,
‘whoever will atudy the Patriarchal and Levitical
institutions, will see the priuciple of humaun
bondags, and of property in wan, divinely sanc-
tioned, if not divinely ordained ; andin all the
sayings of our Saviour, we henr no injunotion
for the suppreasion of a slavery which existed
under his eyes, whilo ho delivered many maxims
and prigelples, which, like tha golden rule, entar
! right into and regulate the relation. 8o do the

1

@
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prossion.

Statas i rinful.

is founded in part?  Qood people RRy wo no not

sist to reatoro the fugitive to his mnster. Hach
pooplo soon come to oonceive thal tho more un-
friendly they can feol townrids sinvery, the more
harsh epeeshen thoy make about alavehaldors,
the move they help ou Lhe irrepressible conflot,
Gad.  lo soma churches gnii slavery sentiments
ing to sume ecelesiastioal councile, it would seem
that the great daty of the American Christinn
is to wnr with his neighbor's property; and,
:f opportnuity presants, to holp eteal and hide
Alas! alas! for tho times upon which we
have fallen.

Wo must arouss ourselves and re-assert the
rights of the slaveholder, and sdd puch guar-
antees to aur Constitution as will proteot his
property fram the spolistion of religiona bigotry
gnd peraccution, or else we must give up our
Constitution and Union. Eveata are placing the
alternative plainly before us— Constitutional
Union, and liberty according lo. American law ; or
else cxtinetion of slave property, negro freedom, dis-
solutivn of the Union, und anarchy and confusion.
Can any man, ovon though his mind has boen
poisoned by the sophiama of infidels and Abo-
litfoulats, seriously contemplatoe the aliernative
with composure nod indifforence? We hear it
gaid, lot South Cnrolina go out of the Union
peaceably. I say lot her go pencoably, if she
go at all, but why riiounld South Carolina be driv-
on out of the Uniop by an irrepressible confliot
about slavery? Other States will be sura to
follow, sooner or later. The work of disintegra-
tion, once fairly established, will not end with
South Carolinn, nor oven. with all the slave
Stnates. Already wa seo it announcod, on the
flaor of Congress, that the oity of New York,
tired of her connections with Paritan New En-
gland, end the fanatioal inlerior of her own
Htate, wiil improve tho opportuaity to set up for
herself, and throw open hor magnifioent port to
the unrestricted commeroe of the world.

Let us be wise in time. Qur resolutions are
soothing and encouraging in their tone, and this
vast assomblage is symptomatic of returning
heoalth in-the publio mind; but popular meetings
and fair spoken resolutions are not going to save
the Union from destruction. The people must
act, and act prompily and efficiently. Lot them
show the South that the hoart of the groat State
of Pennsylvania is sound atill. It is gaid that
the late elections do not commit Pennsylvania,
unalterably, to the mischiovous confliot. Iam
willing to believe it. I hope it is so. I hope the
ovents of the winter and our future clections
will prove it. Then let Pennsylvania appeal to
tho South to stand by us a little longer, till
we have proved, not by fair worda, but by deeds,
that we will arrest the irrepressible counflict ; that
wo are not ready to give up constitutional liberty.
for licentious liberly; that wo will not sacrifios
all the memories of the past, and all the hopes
of the fatare, for négro - fraedom ; no, Rot for
pegro freedom, even; for though we tear down
this fair fabric, we make no negrofree’; but for
a vain snd wad attempt ot negro freedom, That
is the peor, the abortive, the absurd, the wicked
purpose for which we are expected to sacrifice
our sacred inhoritanco. QGod forbid it.

Herc on Lkis consecrated apot of earth, where
the foundations were 1aid of the best Government

[ the world over saw, let us renew our vows to the

Union ond send sslutations to our breihren.’
Talk not of socession—go not rashly out of the
Unlon—dim no star of our glorious flag—give us
time to place ourseives right in respect to your
“ peculiar institution,” and to roll back the
clond that now obseures, for the moment, our
devotion to the Uniom as it is. Spoak thus lo
the Southorn States, and follow onr words by
fitting deeds, and Pennsylvania dan stop ssses

sion or oure it if it oocurs. We can win back
any Stata that may stray off, if only we ean prove
our own logalty to the Constitution ‘and' Uanion
as our fathers formed them.

And would it not be o proud page in the blsto-
ry of Pennsylvania that should record the ros-
cue of the Americhn Union from impending ruin,
by prompt, genarous, united aotion of the peo-
pio of Peunsylvania ! That great glory may be
ours. Let usgrasp it erp it be forever too late.

POLITICAL HERESIES.

ADDRESS
BY DANIEL ERMENTROUT, ESQ.,

Reading,
July 25th, 1563.

viewa and opinions of your fellow Democrats on

our governmont, and take counsel for tho repub-
lig.

we love our country that we are Democrats; be-

through the valley of Dark Shadows

writings of aul abound with regulations of the
relation, bnt not with injunstiona for ita sup-
1f we go to the most'accredited com-
mentutors, or consult divines roally wise and
good in onr midse; or what i3 hetter, study an:d
wearch Lthe Scriptures fur ourselves, we shall fail
‘to find a law which, fairly interpreted and ap-
plied, justifies any man in auertiog, iv or out of
the pulpit, that the negro slavory of .the Uniled
What right, then, I ask agnin,
has the Abolitionlst to chent tender conrciences
inlo hostility to an inatitution on which our Union

wish to disturh slavery whora it exists by loonl
faw, but believing it to ba sinful anrd inexpodi-
ent, we will not submit to its extonsion, nor ns-

the better will they récommond themaelves to

have hecomo essontial to grood standing. Aceord—

Before the Democratio City Club of

According Lo your custom, you have assembled
hero to-night, fellow-citizons, to listen to the

the important cvents now (ranspiring in our
land ; to diseuss the fundamental principles of

And though we do mest hers.as a distine-
tive Dumocratio organization, it is not partisan-
“ghip which brings us here—Wwa are not Democrats
from mere accident, 1 hope, nor from motives of
aelfish interest or prospect of gain. It is because

enueo we feel aagured that the organization which
mouldad your constitutions, which gave you your
bill of rights, which, since the exisience of the
governmunt, has dona baitle for the rights of
man, Tich and poor—which has elood by your
Lawa, your Union, your Constilution and your
Fiag, and by so doing has epread on the pnges of
history a record, which, whether this nation and
this goversmont bo saved from the calamitics im-
pending over it, or gink undor them, will out—
ghine a1l the records of the past—I say, we aro
Democrats- becauss we foel assured that- the
principles which led to results such ns these, are
the only staff by which we hope to be guided

one, at least, now acknowledged to havebeen in-
gans, put in their places; and tho < gallant ™
Milroy proniiving to put down the Demoorats of
the North, and to crown all, the ¢ Uideonitish
Stauton, moanly and with the malevolent apirit
of l.hp Drevil, taking advantage of an oconsion for
publia rejoiving to insult n large und respectuble
body of the peopio. In the fuco of all this, we
il diere do our duty on the field nnd in souneil,
and will never conss deing it until sur asuntry
is-onoo more restored. (ov. Segmour and Gov.
Purker cuno to our resoue when not s sollier
from Republican (Qovernors was sent us ; whoen
our own weak kueed (lovernor was frantle with
fear, nud when the Administration told us to take
cats of oursolves. Whaere is the partiranship—
on whioh side? Thank Uod, every Demoorat
oan hurl baok. into thoir teeth with ncorn the foul
imputation that he lovey hie party moro than Lis
eountry. .

I have mado these remarks preliminnrily, that
wu olf mny foel that we ara approaching tho dis-
oussion of our thema to night an men who hnve
dono their duty though others failsil—in the pro.
per apiril—with no desirs toaay aught about the
powors that be, which is not capable of proof.
Unfortunately, gentlemen, we no longer moel our
opponents for the discussion of politieal quen-
tions, A6 in years gouo by, on platforms matually
cavering tho whole continent; uefortunntely it
is not the Bank or the Tarift—it is o mightier, a
more important issue—it involves, in our humble
judgment, your form of government; it touches
the fundamontal charters of your rights; in a
word, Lha existonoce of your nationality, and the
many and rich blessings which we have enjoyed
under it. And this, my friends; is a potent renson
why wo should, laying asldo all faetiousnoss of
purpose, without vituperation or abuse—for he
who wantonly abuses his countrymen, loves not
his country as he ought—haadle at this inpor-
tant orisiy all questiona toushing the welfure of
tho nation, in a calm, cool, deliberate, honest,
trathful, Christian, fair manner, nctunted by pa-
triotism nlone, as becomes tho fres descendants
df that noble ancesiry, who, through seven
yaonrs of toil, privation, suifering and blood,
achieved our liberlies, and afterward, through
prayer and compromisc, cousultation and mutual
forberance, by tho bleseing of (led, secured thom
in the glorious fabric of & most noble Union
founded on the provieiens of & wise Constitution,
overy lins of which was writien during the pori-
od of long ages in the commingled blood of
tyrants and patriots, of kings and people, op-
pressor and oppressed.

1 propose, gentlemen, to discuss and warn you
againat the ¢ Dolitical Horesies” or errors of
dootrine that are atiempted to be foisted on the
minds of the peopie by mobs, drumhoad court-
martints, unlawfal imprisonments, by. bayonets
and military satrays, abolition orators, adminis—
tration pimps, abandoned women, gontractors
and cabinet ministers.

At the very threshold of the disoussion, I am
mot by a heresy which, if bolieved in, would stop
my mouth and yours at once—and thé dead
gilence of despotism and tho fostering rottenuness
of political corruption would reign overthisland
and people unchecked. To prevent this, and for
our vwn protection, end to pave tho way for
what wo may eay hereafter, let us hasien to bring
it before the bar of public opinton to mect that
condemnation which it so richly deserves, The
doctrine I allude to i3 this—+*<the froedom of
specoh and of open publio discussion of the moa-
sures and polioy of the Administration, is un-
patristic and treasoneble, and must be suppres-
ed and restrained.” There is no Ameripan
citizen within the sound of my voioe or clsewhore,
exoapt lie bo & monarchist, whntever his politienl
comploxion may bo, who will deny that the right
and capacity of the people for self—government is
the foundation stono of nll free govoriicient. It
is the grand principls which guided the bark of
the oppressed stranger across the tempestuous
ocosn to your Bhores-——which felled the primeval
forests nnd Huilt cities dnd tewngin this weatern
continent—it is the immorial prinoiple of the
Deciaration of Tndependence—ihe grand indiot-
ment againut |yransy everywhere, for the main—
tenance of which, sages and statesinen pledgod
their lives, their fortunes and their encred hon—
ors ; and for which warriors and soldiers drow
their swords and sealed their oonvictions in
blood, till « the oross and the lion went down.”
This principle being 8o, it followa that the peo—
ple are the masters and sources of power—in
other words, those who administer the laws ars
the servanta of thoe people—they have a right te
know who governs, to know after what manner
they do govern, aud if they bo not satisfied, they
have n right to determine by whom and how they
shall in the future be governed. Furthermore,
there is » rule set over our publio servants by the
peaple of the respective States--and shail not the
master have a right to. call his servants to ao-
connt for uny violation of the rules of the housa?
How ridiculous it would scem to youll yoypwere
told that you had no right to call your Congress—
men, and your Logislators to account, (that is,
provided they are respounsible agents,) and in
what respeat can & different role be maintained
a8 regards the President? In all ages has the
freedom of the press and of speech at all-times
heen regarded as the great safeguard of civili-
zodliberty. InEngland under s monarchieal form
of government, during our revolution, this priv~
ilege was freely - exercised §n the public prints
and on the floor of parliament. In our country,
Daniel Webster, than whom no one belterunder—
stood the principles of constitutional liberty, eaid
¢+ It is an nncient and undoubted prerogative of
this people to canvass public measuros, and the
merits of publio men. It is & home-bred right,
a fire-side privilego. It hath over been enjoyed
in every house, cottage aund ecabin in' tho nation.
It is ng undonbtod aa the vight of breathing the
air, or walking on-the earth.” ‘And Mr. Blair,
not tho Blair'that now is, but his father, said
_that the frécdom of disvussion in the presa could
not be interfered with even amid the thraes of
oivil war. And why? Without it, gentlemon,
we would be slaves at the foot of power, we wonld
be donying our birth-right, our origin, our tra—
ditions, and insulting the memories of cur de-
ported heroes and statesmen. Truth is desirable
at sl times—discussion is tho groat sifier of
trath, Truth fears not the light of discussion—
for that is ite aliment—error flics from it a3 from
gertain desth. ¢ Where truth is left free to
gombat, error may be tolerated,” said Thomas
Jefforson in his first inaugural address. And
our opponents have the audacity to hold him up to
us in testimoay to their cause. Why ia it thon
that in those States where rebeilion against the
ov t of the United States does not exist,

ging ne. Let no man, then, tell me

thoroughly uanpartisan.

and o constitutional war was flung (o the breeze,

are they now? Let the gravee on the field ¢

country and their devotion to duty. And this,

taunts, throats of mobs, haflers, imprisonmen
and actunl inearoeration in presidentisl bastile

our return ?
insult ; still bitterer hatred and bitterer threats

1
P

slng the oonfid of the p

that in
slanding up here to-night, I love my party
more than my country; for he who is attached
most truly to Demooratio principles-is the most
¢ neced not go outside
‘of the present war for evidence of thig faal.
Though the great majority of tho people of the
North are attached to the principles of the Demo-
cratic party, yet when the banuer of the Union

and the notion of Congress declared that the war
would bo oonduoted in that manuerin good faith
—where were tho Democracy then and where

Bull Run, the Peninsula, Antietam, the South~
West and Gettysburg boar mournful testimony to
their solf-sacrificing devotion to the laws of their

too, my friends, in the fage of insult, bitter

—without horge, gun, ship and shoddy contracte,
without a share in the emoluments of oflice. And
how were thege things met, and what has becn
Ineraased contumely and increased

still viler proseription and abuge on the part of
the partigans of the Administration—the only
limit being the cowardly fears of our assailants.
Man oesupying oabinat positions nolorisusly un-
worthy of publio confidence, bat good Republi-
cans; (lenerals notoriously capable and posses-
and the army,
relicved becauae they did not bielisve in the justice
or feaalbility of the prinaiples and polioy of the

q‘iitors are torn from thésanotums, eitizens from
theit homes and cocupations, by the hands of
‘arbitrary power,incarcerated in distant fortresses,
out off from their friends and all communications,

snd puffered to rot until it be the ploasure of the
Administration to froe them, beoause they have
tho manhood to stand in the exeroise of an un-
doubted right, against tho imbeoility, the corrup-
tior, prodigality and violations of law of Lthose in
authority ! And then, after all this, to be dis—
ohorged without knowing the accueation, or the
acouser, without being reimbursed for lose of
time, 1088 of health and with & stigma on their
oharacter, unfounded, but which givea to cvory
irrosponsible villain the privilege of pointing tho
fingor of aco¥n at them and their children. And
the high potentaie, by ¢ color of whose authori-
ty " thoy have been imprisoned, mockingly
wraps himself in the mantle of an Indemnity
Act, and grine like a gibbering idiot nt free
Amerioan citizons, wronged in their Wearest
rights, without & remedy. Oh!’when will the
proud hour como, when disenthralled and unde-
graded, with the consciousness of truth, every
vein and fibre thrilling with exultation, each one
oan face the world and say, 1 am sn American
citizen, touch me wrongly at the peril of rogeiv-
ing the punirhment meted outto all wrong-doors
by our eacred laws? We trust. that time may
not be far distant. Thera ia one patriotic apirit
who awaits that heur with noblo patience. The

{

11
8

the British Possessions, whose roar lulls him to
sleep in the evening, and greets him on his
waking in the morning, is not more sublime, than
Lihe violated majesty and stern duty of the exiled

Adwinistration—others noteriously unfit, and

_trator thoroof, for opposing the unlawful exac—

gront handy-work of God on the boundaries of,

citizrn, suftorer for opinlon’s snke, the vietin of
arbitrary power, unjustly accused, unlawfully
tried, and tyranuieally pumished. A fugitive
whnderer by lund and by wen, threatonsd iy gune
which should have protected him, abova which
tlonted the flag he loved 80 well, ho now awaits
on & foreign soil with orlu resiguation the thun-
der tones of an insulted sovareign people, romzed
from their lethargy to call the mactyr to the
erowa of power.

“0u! Liberty can nun rosign thea?

Oneo hnviuy folt thy gonerobs flame?
Can dangoouns, hnlts il bars oonilno thes,
Or whips thy noblo spirit tune v

Gentlemen, when the pewers that be ave un-
willing to permit public assemblages of the
peaple, it js strong grouud for belioving that
they think peopls 1o ho either knivea or fooly —
knaves, because they do not trust them; fooly
hegnuse the unavoidable inference is that they
belieru them to ho too ignorant to digeorn good
frum evil, truth from error, And yet they parads
the nnme of Jaokson in justifiontion of their
horesy. Jackson! the man of tho peonple, the
man vho loved the teiling milliops na his own
chillron, the mun  who fought their battles
against Banks aad the Arisiocraoy, who through
sunshine and storm holieved in them and trusted
them--and these people hold up Jackson na one
of their propbets !—» mockery, u slander, an in-
sult to the old hero of Now Orloans! DBut, we
arg tolil by our opponents that it is'in times of
war, and concerning tho war policy that this
‘right shall be restrained. It givesaid and com-
furt to the guemy to find fault with the policy of
the Administration, and therefore you are un-
patriotic. Supposo the policy of the Adminis-
tration is wrong and not ealculated to giva suo-
cess to our cause, would it not he unpatriotic in
us not io protest against and reck to ohange it?
If the exerciae of this right is valuable at all, if
it ba beneficial et all, it shonld not fail when
denger is greatest. In times of quiet, of peaop
and tranquilily the exercise of the right isnot
often necessary ; but in times of great peoril,
then it is dearest; we then have more at stake,
and irae counsels should prevail. I pray you,
is it unpatriotic in you, who have fathers, bro-
thers, sons, relalives and friends, who lhave
oifered themselves up a8 willing sacrificea upon
tho altar of your country,—have wo, when every
housae in the land has boen filled with mourning
—when ‘thoro is a vacant place at every hearth-
stono,—whon the unbuviod bones and festering
bodies of our fellow-oitizens and friends cover a
hundred battle.fields, a-prey to the valturcs and
buzzards of the air—when incompetent and
blundering generals lead brave men to the can-
nons’ mouth, to certain alaughter, ‘without any
hope of success—when mad fanatios, for partisan
purposes, seck to prolong such scenes at the na-
tion’s expense,—daro Abrabam Lincoln or nny
other man unblushingly proclaim that we dare
not discuss tho war policy of the Adminisira-
tion? How different has been tho practice of
the Demosratic party at all times, particularly
in the wars of 1812-14, when overy- moans of
ombarrassing the Administration was resoried to
by the oppesition party, when their public jour-
nals and their orslors openly di ded our

.

good and Ioyal cilizens, prepch doctrines which,
if your ancestors liad believail in, would find this
gront ompiro of onrs a oclonial depoudenoy of
the Lritieh Crown to this day. Sustain euch
dootrine, and you change your goverpmont every
four yoears-—sustain this doglrine nnd we become
tho alternating sluves of changing factiong-—
sustain this doctrine aml you become the prato-
rim cohorts of modern Bmperors, like those men
of Romo who declared that the pleasura of the
prince, idiot vr wiso man, shonld have the force
of the Inw—or like that French King who sald,
s [retiit ¢'est moi'—T1 am the State. This hereny
hay a decpor mesning and has for its fuundation
tho most damnable baresy of all; that treaeonn-
ble error which finds ite moat specloun wanifen—
tation In the expression that In time of war the
Constitution phould be set nside. It ia hero that
tho deep Iald and insidious plos of the radi-
aale who ssem fo control public movemnents, pre-
fionta (tself in it most hideons and slarming
aspect.  Why was your war insvgurated? The
renolution of Cangresa declares it to ave been
for the maintenance of Unien and the vindication
of the Constitution ; and yet woe aro now askad
fo prosent to the werld the strange spectnole of &
people waging a war to vindioate certain funda-
mental principles  which they themaeelves
declave nuil and void, and asking the oitizens of
tho Houth to submit to rules above which we
consider ourselves and which we declare to be
out of existonce. Het mside your Constitution,
lock it in & box till the war is over, as these
people say, then this struggle inaugurated, as
wo fondly helieved, to maintain the intogrity of
the government, in the manner and spirii in -
which it was founded, will be degraded into a
contest of rival factions, fighting for rival dogmas
and political supremacy without a rule or rudder
and gompass to steor by. What Intorests .can
the lovers of liberty, the friends of human pro-
gross and freo government have in such a strug-
gle? What is gained thereby, or vather is not
all which we are fighting for lost ? Tell me not
that thia atato of things 18 to last only till the
war is over, and that then you will return to
your fealty to the Constitution.uand make that
your rule of mction. Do not delude yourself
thus, It fa o dangerous thing for rulers to act
in dcfiance of law—it produces bitter frpits. En-
courage violations of law on the:part of parti-
sans of the Administration, and you encourage
violations of law on the part of the people. The
city of New York has alrerdy borne bitter testi-
mony to this truth. - : : :
Lot me also tell you that if your Constitution
be set asido, your form of government is set
agide ; teach the people such doctrine and you
will prepare their minds for aenything. It is
thus tbat the liberties of nations are sacrificed—
it is thus that they are led down step by step (o
acquiesconce in despotism nntil their tyrants
have 50 debauched and degraded them that in-
clination to resiatanco is gone, or where the in-.
clination exists, the power iz gone. We de-
sire no change in the form of our government,
howover desirable a change in its administration
wmay be. Our confidence in the capacity of the
people to administer it, is undiminished. " Unlike

citizons from making loans to the government,
when they coutrolled the finanoes of the country
against the government, and in New England,
tho contre of their strength, advooated & aeparate
peace with Great Britain; and in the war with
Mexico, whon even our old public functionary
distinguished himaself by the fiercest oppesition
to the war and the Administration, in tho exer-
cise of the right of free speech. Why was such
a herosy as this ever advocuted? It grows out
of another herosy, fo wit: ¢ That the Govern~
ment and the Administration are one.” We must
be excased if we have not so sacred a respeot for
the divinities at Washington and for the doctrine
of tho divine right of Kings as our political oppo-
nents have. What constituies & government ?
What did the fathers and sutkors of the Revolu-
tion think on this point? Why was the Revolu-
tion of ’76 fought{ They were n law-ahiding
people; all their predileotions, their inierests,
their affaclions, their weakness, their unprotec-
ted condition, were siropg reasons why  they
should not out themesslves loose from the protea-
tion of the Britich Crown. - Hiutory tells us that
guch was not thoir intention at the outsst. Al
who are scquainted with the events proceeding
that struggle, need not be told how petition after
petition, embasay after embnssy, were senmt
soross the water. Why ? Tu oltain the bensfits
of the lawa and constitution of the RBritish Em-
pire. They had an address to the British peo-
ple, to George the Third; they only claimed
what British laws gave thero—the Declaration of
Independonca will teach yow this, What has
been the doclrina of all nges on this subjoot?
Has it not been that the laws and not its admin-
istrators nre the supreme authority in sll free
governments ! The barons met at Kunnymede—
werothey Lraitora for makinga distinetion between
their King and their goverament— for making &
distinotion betweon thelr lawa and the adminis-

tions of their King John,. and insisting upon a
renewed gusrantee of their rights—for Magua
Charta was only an additional guoarantee of
rights which their ancestors had enjoyed forages
before ? Still later, were the men of the English
Revolution traltors for opposing their King for
violuting the provisions of the English Cousti-
tution, for advocating the supremacy of law, and
wringing from the hands of the throne the bill
of rights as nrepewed guarantee of the Magna
Charta? Were your oW ancestors traitors be—
cause thoy protested and petilioned against the
unlawful acts of their king, and refused him and
his administration their counteuance? They
wera law-abiding people, they loved their land,
their mother oountry; and yei these people, ao-
cording to the modern doetrine, would ba traitors.
All jurists and statesmen in all ages have re.
cognized (Ro right of revolution as being n sacred
right. Why the people are the source of power
—they seleoct their form of Government—ihey
establish their laws—and when those who ad-
minister them act in violation of those laws, they
go beyond the authorily lodged in their hands ;
and yet the citizen apd tho subject, must they
submit without & protest and-in gilence? The
mere statemont.of the proposition shows ita #b-
surdily. We are askod, under the penalty of
being onrlled traitors, (o support the ndministra-
tion in all its measures, for thoy are sll war
measures, whether they be honest or dishonest,
adequato or jnadequate to the end proposed.
When the foundation was laid for the extension
of the Capitol, Daniel Webster made an address,
perhops the greatest effort of his life. e thon
told the Amerioan people the great truth which
- this Administrationsecms to have forgotten—that
+law is the supremo rule for the government of
all.” He only repents n sentiment which an old
heathen poet, without the light of Christianity,
sang in noble straing—

¢ What eonstitates a State 7

Not high ralsed battloment or labored mound,
. Thick wall or moated gate;
Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crowned ;
Not bays and brozd armed ports,
‘Where, laughing at the siorm rich navies ride;
Not starred aud spangled Courts, -
Where low-bowed busences wafts perfume toprids,
No: men, high minded men,
Mon who their dntiss know,

Tot know thelr rights, and knowing dare maintaln;
Proveat the long almed Llow,

And erush the tyrant while they rend the chais !
These constitate a Stato ;

And govereign law, that State's colleoted swill,
Q'er thrones and globes elale,

Sits Empress, crowoing good, repressing 111"

Apply this principle to your own State, to
Pennsylvanis, and tell me whether you belicve
Andraw G. Curtin to be the State; to be the Gov-
ernment? No, my frieuds, men are but of to-
dny, falliblo and weak, only worthy of your
regard and support when they act prudently and
in accordance with our written Constitutions,
founded on the immediate authority of the peo—
ple themselves, aud regulating and restraining
all the powors conferrad by the Tiegislative, Ex-
eoutive or Judioial, Theso things constitute your
government and not the corrupt, imbecile policy,
proclamations and messures of men whose
¢ breath is in their nostrils” raised by accident
to a power, whose duties they can not compre-
hend, and who in asking you to support them in

Thaddeus Stevens and the olass leaders of the
Radicals, we are for the Union as it was—for the
Constitution in substance as it is, True, it may
be necossary to insist upon new guaranties for
its provisions just as in the English Revolutlon
new guaranties were insisted upon for the pro-
visions of the Magna Charta, and just as at the
time of the adoption of our own Constitution,
now guaranties were demanded whioh were afler-
wards incorporated in it; but gontlemen, no
Freusldent, no legislative body, even thc people
themselves, except in the manner pointed out
by the fundamental laws, can effect any change.
And this for & wise purpose—aside from the grent
danger of precedent and the moral support they
give to rulers who wish to do wrong—there ognld
be no stability in any government if its funda-
mental pringiple could be set sside at the will of
the excoutive, and law, icflexible law—the com-
raon senue of mankind—tha reagon of agen, the
shoet-anchor of public and private security.in
life and property—tho shield of the nation—
would become no rule at all, and instead thereof
would be substituted the whims, the ocaprices
and prejudices and passions of weésk men o¢ the
iron soepter of the strong hand. Behold the
pyramid of error to be erected on the rains of
your Government. Your Conatitution set aside-~
tho Administration moro men—and your gov-
evnment, consiating of statute and.written iawa,

oune and the samo—ahject silence, without (he

right of oriticising or condemning the structure.

‘Are the Amorioan people prepared for such a

state of things as the doolrines now openly ad-
voeatod tend to ? If they ore, then are they in-
deed fit to be elaves,—then can we well despair
of free governmeut, for never had men so fair
an opportunity of testing ite pravtioability as we.
" The great means for putting into operation and
effect suoh dootrines is coeraion, the great pana-

.cea for all the illa that-the body politic iz now

suffering. And hero is another of the politionl
heresies of the day, that coercion, physiocal force *
alone, enn preserve the integrity of the Union.
Every government has: the right to proteot itself ;
every government, and none more 80 than ours,
is clothed with the necessery powers to do so—
but in the conduct of a war for the maintensnce
of & government, if that be in gincerity its ob-
jeot, regard should always be bad tothe peculiar
naturc of that government. All American oiti-
zons are sufficiently well acquainted with our
history to know that ours is a government of
matual consent, formed on a principle of bear
and forbear ; in & word, of compromise, The
debates of tho convoition show this. If the
spirit of hatred, disregard for the prejudices,
traditions, education and social habits of the
people, had raged so furiously ot the time of the
formation of theo Constitution as now, it would
never huve been formed. Do the American
people wish to-see that Constitution supreme
again? Then lot them sgain show the same -
spirit which gave it birth. 1i7is not by cannon-
bulls and bayonets alone that we oan hope for
peace—they may slaughter men, but they will
never eradicate from the minds.of mon the feel-
ing, howover groundless it may be, that. thoy
have been wronged—never can thoy restore
that fraternal spirit of love and natfona concord,
which is the only permanent hope and support
of the Constitution. The hour for the renewsl
of that kindly spirit is fast eppreaching. Our
brave soldiers, for more than two yoars under tho
most disadvantsgeous oircumatances, through
many reverses, have borne our good old flag up
bravely ; victory soems at last to have perched
upon our banner—the fortresses of the rebellion
on the Misaissippi have-succnmbed 5 their army
has been driven from our State, and-the Queen .
oity of the rebeilion totters to its fall. Wehave
but one army to contend against. Promptitude,
energy and vigor on our part may-bresk the
power of the army of Virginia;: then will be. -
the auspivicns momoeunt for magnanimity, for
statesmanship ; with the advantages of war on
one side, 8 little generosity, an sssurancs placed
beyond tho power of any man or'zien ‘to brodk,
may restore to us pesce, . peace with Union,
Union with liberty-and law : and then our pes-
ple, chastoned by the sufferings they have horne,
walking in the primifive honesty of our fathers,
might again Iay thé foundation ‘of the nation’s
property, broad-and deep==rocover the proud
position we have lost as & nation and live on for
ages yot toyoome an enduring monament of the
capacity of man for self-government.

Should, however, the hearta of those that gre
in wuthority; Tike that of the Bgyptisd.Kibg. of
old, ;grow hard—with patience and:forbearance:
wo. have one. meaps in reserve .by which the
nation cah be redeemed—-thetb:“]‘:::.‘!‘!.‘t“da_qn-
lightenod voters ; the longestnight must end.

ssm,esn; indeo’ﬂ 18 the thought that ur public -
gervants are acting at variance with the wishes
of the paople, but hord as it ia we minst bide our
time—our hour will come-~the opportunity is
rapidiy approsching when you and I, and all of
us con holp on the great work and stand side by
gide with the noble States of Indiana, Illinois,
Neow Jersey snd New-York in the great work of
politioal redemption. The eyes of all now tarn .
to the Demooradic party, peither Abolition nor

all their measures, if you desire to be considered

Seceagion, not xesponnible for the Toverses, the



