SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1862.

EXTRACT FROM THE LAST SPEECH OF
STEPHEN A, DOUGLAS.—¢ The conspiracy
%0 brenk np the Union is a fact now known to
all. Armies are being raised, and war levied
o accomplish it. There can be but two sides
to the controversy. Every man must be on the
side of the United States or agninst it. There
can be no neuntrals in this war. There can be
nomne bul patriots and traitors.?’

THE LATEST WAR NEWS.

Bur gallunt navy has addad another to its
alrcady brilliant list of victories. . Fort Henry,
situated on the eastern branch of the Tennesseo
river, just on the State line of Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, has boen reduced by ot gallant West-
ern névy, and the rebel flag which lately
faunted from its entrenchments has been
replaced by the glorious stars and = stripes.
The official repoert, which. we publish in another
column, states that the ‘gunboats Essex, Carondo-
let, Cincinnats, St. Louis, Conestoga, Taylor,
and Lexington, under the command of Commo-
dore Foote, after an hour and a quarter’s bombard-
ment of Fort Henry, forced the rebels to surrcuder
uncondilionally that fortifieation. The fort con-
taiped twenty gups and seventeen mortars, and
was gallantly defended by Gen. Tilghman, who,
with his staff, and sixty prisoners; surrendered. to
th TFederal forces. The Federal loss, so far a3
kpown, is put down at nine killed, twenty-five
wounded, and five missing, while the rebels state
that their loss was 5 killed and 10 wounded. About
4,000 rebel soldiers were encamped outside of the
entrenchments, but when the bombardment began
they ran and left the fort and its defenders to oppose
our guoboats. The soldiers must have been panic-
stricken, for they abandoned everything in their
flight. A vast deal of plunder feil into the hands
of the Federal troops, inciuding a Jarge smount of
ordnsuce stores. As a_strategic point, the Fede-
18l possession of Fort Henry cannot be underrated.
A few miles up the Tennessee river is the Memphis
and Obio Railroad, which connects Bowling Green
and Columbus. The possession of this railroad by
the Federal troops will cut off all communication
between Gen. Johnston, at Bowling Green, and-
Gen. Deauregard, at Columbus, and at the same
time serfously threaten the rearof tholatter plases.
The flag of the Union is again re-estublished on
the soil of Tennessee, and we hope never, in the
words of General Halleck, to be removed.

The Richmond Ezaminer of February 4 comes
to ns with a Jeading editorial on the alloged #in-
sult of the London TZmes on Mason and Slidell.”
The Examiner bresks forth in a torrent of sbuse
on the Times for daring to call Jeff Davis’ commis-
sioners ¢ those fellows,’’ and states that, inatead of
the said commissioners being ¢ suppliants’” at the
English Throne, they are there but to simply de-

“mand ¢ our rights under the rules which Eagland
herself has acknowledged to be just and binding.**
The editor then tries to prove that England cannot
wro_nEEé rebel Government without injuring her-
gelf, and concludes his article thus: ¢ We, there-
fore, confidenily expect of England an early com-
plianee with our application; while, at the same
time, we shall fecl that we shall not in the least
have compromised our independence. - We shall
owe her no homage and no gratitude. If she
perform to us this act of justice gracefully, what-
ever the ruling motive, we should owe her good
will, and the disposition to cultivate fricndly and
intimate relations; but such speeches as the Lon-
Qun Mipmes is reported to have uttered, would
neutralize all su.n. cantiments. John Bull is a
surly animal, we Know ; DU sacu polunibans vude-
pess shows a want of practical sense, 28 well x,
good manners.” _

By rebel sources, we have reeeived lato intelli-
ganse feom the Chootaw nation. A rebel colonel
has gone there for the purpose of enlisting a ;egi-
ment of Indians for the rebel service.. One com-
pany has been enrolled already, and several others
are in course of formation. The chief of the nativu
had resolved to call the National Counoil on the
first Wednesday in February, and urge the imme-
diate concurrence of the mation in traﬁf‘i made
it tho sl Govermmegt, L Ty
raised sucha cry a%“é&er&l troops—for their alleged
a5 they call =" B °
shart .y and .m‘humamty, a3 the very persons

-0 8T€ NOW enlisting the hostile savage to buteher
and dacstroy everything that Hés in his path, with-
out regard to age or sex. Surely, such a cause ag
that of the rebels cannot sucoeed, and its fuilure
will send a thrill of joy throughout the civilized
world, and bring down wpon its aiders aud abettors
the just execration of all coming generations.

General Dutler is rapidly pushing forward the

an

Ppreparations for his expedition to some point on |

the Southern coast. - Large quantitics of quarter-
Tnaster and commicsory stores havs alpeady gons
forward, and three more New England regiments
are only waiting means of trapsportation to their
Pplace of rendezvous. General Butler’s force will
coneigt of abou{ ten thowsand treops and several
batteries of artillery. It is surmised by some, from
the number of batteries going forward, that some
point in Texas will be visited by the expedition, and
that Ship Island, where the troops are to sail for,
will be ouly the place of rendezvous preparatory to
striking an effective blow.

The rebel cfficial report of the battle of Ball’a
Bluff haa just been published. Geéa. Evains states
that to .oppose the Federal treops he had only
£oventeen hundred and nine men, of whom thirty-
#ix were killed and eighty-six. wounded. He says
he saptured seven hundeed and tep piisoners, il
teen hundred stand of arms, three pieces of cannon,
and one stand of ecolors, together with ammunition,
cartridges, &c. He states the Federal loss to be
§00 killed,

Further intelligence from the Burnside Expedi-
tion will be found on our first page this morning,
The forces are still at Hatteras, but active prepa-
rations are being made to attack the rebels,

Public Amusements,

Al the theatres were crowded last night. At the
Continental Theatre temporary-seats had to be pro-
vided, in the aisles and lobbies, to acommodate the
-preaz of people. Mr. and Mrs. Williams had a full
bouse at the Walnut. They leave the city to-night,
at 11 o’clock, to undertake short seasons in Balti-
more and in Washington. Mr. Williams is one of
the beet business men in his profession, and his
enargy hasbeen proportionate to his thrift and inte-
grity. The engagement closing has been the most
successful that he has conducted in- Philadelphia.
Some years ago he was & subordinate actor at the
Walnut-street Theatre, with a salary of eight dols
lars & week. He has taken away as many hun-
dreds during the past five weeks, and could pro-
bably do well for another month. - We do not re-
gard Mr. Williams as a good actor. He lacks im-
pressivenecss ; ho does notimprove; he hasnot those
individualities so inscparable from  genius; and
be has professionally effected little . for the
eloevation of either tho Irish character “or the
Irish drama. At the gsame time he i3
pleasing in maby parts, and precise in all. His
pieces bave been, in general, cleverly contrived,
and he has been indefatigable in the buasiness de-
tails of his cngagement. Mrs. Williams is & hand-
some and spirited woman, but her pieces are flat,
ond lack probahility, Sheis a caricaturist, not a
delineator, and the ideas of American life that she
has conveyed to Europeans are by no means con-
ducive to a high estimate of our mind or our man-
ners.

Johae Drew’s benefit was fairly patronized. iast
evening. With the tact and thrift of Mr. Williams,
Mr. Prew would be ome of the most successful
actors on this continent, of not less repute than
wealth. His style is inimitable in its naturalness
and in its fervid humor and earnestness. Hig ec-
centricities are not exaggerations, and although &
comedian, his pathos sometimes approaches a tragic
intepsity. With his amiable and gifted lady, we
hope to ejoy Mr. Drew’s representations for many
maons to asme.

It affords us pleasure, in this connection, to bear
testimony to the merits of Mr. L. R. Shewell, who
will leave Philadelphia, for Niblo’s Garden The- ;

atre to-night. He opena on Monday in the ¢ Col- !
leen Bawn,’’ supported by Mrs. Jobn Wood, Miss
‘Wells, Miss Emma Taylor, and others.. Mr. Shewell *
3s an ambitious and careful gentleman, who has en-
deared himself to Philadelphians, having been |
attached to stock companies here for several :
years. His career has known mno retrogres-
slen, and he kas venturéd iate a varlety of fields,
often remote and difficult, but he has. never
failed to please and impress. Miss Emma Taylor,
in no wise remarkable, is, nevertheless, an amiable
and careful lady, whose face we shall miss. Mr.
Edwin Adams will take a complimentary beneft at
an early day. He has resumed his place at the
Walnut-street Theatre. Mr. Wayne Olwine, favor-
ably known as an actor, a deamatio author, and a
manager, is in town. Mr. E. A, Marshall will take
a complimentary benefit, at the Academy of Musio,
next week. The Arch-street Theatre will have no
performance on that night. The Germaniarehearaal
comes off this afternoon. Blitz’s benefit will take
plass at tha Apademy mewt wosk = Mr. Edwia
Forrest and Mr. John McCullough leave for New
York to-night. J. M. Nixon, Esq , went away yes-

Cotton and the Blockade.

The Annual Trade Circular of Messrs., Lir-
TLEDALE, of Liverpool, usually sums up- the
commereial history ef England during the pre-
ceding twelvemonth, and speculates upon the
prospects of the future. Their Circular for
1861, issued a few weeks ago, notices the
falling-oft’ in British trade, commerce, and
manufactures, which we have already noticed
—a falling-off which will render it necessary to
impose additional taxes, as soon as practica-
ble after Parliament meets—and is especially
significant on the Cotton trade,

In England, at present, money, which usu-
ally gives life and impulse to commerce, is
abundant, and may raise the value of stocks
and shares, and of some descriptions of pro-
duce—go abundant that the Bank of England’s
ratc of discount has been reduced te 2} per
cent., and the joint stock and private banks
and brokers have their rate lower still. Were
there full ‘demand for British manufactures
andproduce, ‘there would be abundant em-
ployment - for capital.- But, owing to our re-
cent - tariffs, British- exports to this country
have considerably declined, - and there has
been additional gloom east npon the various
manufactures of which Cotton is the staple,
not only by our tariffs, but by the total depri-
vation of all American Cotton, amouating to
three-fourths of the whole consumption.

The Manchester. Guardian, which is the
mouth-picee of the cotton-spidners and cot-
ton-printers of Lancashire, admits that, from
the general cessation in factory-work, there is
great distress in-the cotton-districts, but says
that ¢ it is a question whether this was caused
by dearth of cotton or by over-production.*
In fact, it cannot be denied that the cotton-
lords had more cotton-manufactures on -hand
than there was any chance of  selling.. Their
supply was greater than the public demaund.

The Littledale Circular, estimating the pro-
babilities of the cotton supply, says: ¢« Thus
far, Lancashire has suffered nothing ; the brunt
of the evil has yet to be felt, for what is a
stock of 250,000 bales of American cotton to
supply the world’s wants for the next four or
six months, during which time America, in-
stead of' giving to Europe a couple of million
bales, as she did last year, will herself take
from us a large slico of our remaining pit-
tance.”’ . In truth, anomaloud as it may seem,
there have been considerable exports of Ame-
rican cotton from London and Liverpool of
late, which reminds one of the familiar ex-
pression of sending coals to Newcastle,

Tow is the required cotton to be supplied?
The Littledale Circular asks whether India can
supply the deficiency—which it cannot—and
then “cautiously inquires whether France and
England will join in breaking the blockade,
adding ¢ This seems to be the turning point,
for we see no prospcet of its termination b
the belligerents themselves, That the Empe-
ror would gladly join us in the act there is
little doubts but after the giving up of the
commissioners to us on our peremptory de-
mand as neutrals, it would scarcely be cour-
teous in us af ouce to join France in a step so
deadly opposed to the Federalists, and we
scarcely think France wiill do it without our
concurrence.”

words ¢ at once,’> which we have here itali-
cized. LiTTLEDALF, it appears, takes for
granted that to obtain cotton from the South,
Englapd must- break  the blockade, but, for
appearances’ - sake, must not attempt it af
once—as that would be too soon after the
Federal concession of giving up Mr. JEFFER-
sox DAvis' worthless emissaries. Ience, to
the Lancashire mind, breaking the blockade is
only a matter of fime. To be sure, there is
here an assertion that France has this purpose,
but this is supplemented by a swspicion that

France would scarcely go to that length with-
[ fhg‘concurrence of England. Perhaps,

{ here, “fuaw LT, \
There are no ;pi)irgz}}'}lecl to the thought.”

fhe belief that Frasce, which “hA§-ISh for
been loyal in its friendship, meditates such an
act of hostility as breaking the blockade.
Moreover, it happens that the dearth of cotton
ic | folt . infinitely ‘more in England than in
Frabee,  Is it probable that Franes would
permit England to use her as a cat’s-paw ?
‘We shali not believe so until we see it.

The Littledale Circular says, sensibly
enough, in conclusion : < Under all cirgum-
stances, therefore, we fear that the difficulties
which last year threatened, may be more
fully realized during the present, and we can
only hope that out of them may arise a more
than - equivalent good, ghculd the blockade
continue long enough to stimulate the growth
of cotton throughout the tropics.” Precisely
80. ~The South, which used to supply the
world with cotton; has committeéd suicide on
its own produce, and Europe will become in-
dependent of American cotton by stimulating
its production In other parts of the world.  In
1862 the dearth may continue  to operate, but,
year after year after that supplies will pour in
from various quarters. In the South, King
Cotton has been self-deposed.

Congress and the Treasury Notes.

The passage by the Houise of Represcnta-
tives yesterday of the bill which prevides that
the Treasury notes issned by the Government
shall be received as a legal tender, has grati-
fied ail loyal citizens.

The credit of the nation must and will be
sustained, at every hazard. = For the Trea-
sury notes 1issned, the faith of the whole
American people is pledged, and, no mat-
ter what ‘may be our present difficulties,
there cannot possibly exist among us a more
solid and unguestionable security than that
which isbased upon the aggregate wealth of
the nation. That they will all be eventually
redeemed none can doubt; and the efforts to
discredit them now should be rendered inef-
fectual.

We trust that whila they will hereafter be
receivable-in the payment of all debts, public
and private, such financial ‘arrangements. will
be made for their redemption as will place
their available value beyond cavil.

In business circles, yesterday, we under-
stand that the action of the House was uni-
versally commended. The patriotic feeling,
and the financial interests of the land, unite in
a cordial endorsement of the wisdom and fie-
cessity of the new treasury-note bill.

City Railwayism.

Taking into account the dilatory mode of
the salting.-the.streets investigation, it will
probably be concluded somewhere about mid-
summer--three months after the snow has
vanished from the face of the earth. Mean-
while, we would suggest that the City Passen-
ger Railroad Gompanies make one. concession
to public opinion. Let them keep the cross-
ings of the streets cleanly swept, so that peo-
ple may walk across without getting their
shoes or boots saturated with the slush which
is augmented by the salt-sprinkling system.
The city, in granting them immense privileges,
bas done a great deal for the railroad compa-
nies. Is it not time for the companies to begin
to return the obligation? We are informed,
on authority, that nothing but the careless-
ness. of conductors prevents a full supply to
the public of exchange-tickets. '

—_——e
Hlasko's Philadelphia Cadets.
Mr. Hlaske has published the roll of hiz Phila-
delphia Cadets, 122 in all, regularly officered, him-
self being Adjutant, To this roll he has appanded
an Address to his patrons, pupils, and the public.
He enlarges, with no small force of argument, on
the necessity of physical culture for all young peo-
ple in every rank of life, thinking, with the most
eminent physicians of all times, that ¢ to give a
healthy tone te the mind, the plysigue of the bedy,
most especially in youth, must be carefully attonded
to.”” He has added an Institute for physical cul-
ture . and military training to his well-known
Dancing Academy,—and his qualifications may be
estimated from the fact that for six successive sea-

terday.

sons he instructed the United States cadets at West

. Point. His intention is continuously to have a:

cadet-battalion, in & regular military school, under

. competent instructors, at a low charge, and to an«

héx afi atiory theruto, capable of aceommodating
500 cadets, with ample room, seats reserved apart
from the atndents, for a great number of spectators.
For our own part, we wish that every sohool boy
and school girl in the Union had one hour's such
dzilling, every day, as we know Mr. Iiasko gives
his cadets. The Address cleses with ¢ The Union
Battle: Cantata,” dedicated to tho Cadets, words

! and music by G. Guwpert, arranged by F. Losse.

It is spirited and patriotie.
— ?

Hi6u-Scnoon  COMMENCEMENT.~The semi-
annual commencement of the Central High Sthool will
take place on Thursday next, Fobruary 13, at the Aca-
demy of Music. The occasion will be one of more than
ordinary intercat, - On bohalf of the Committes on ths
Bigh School, Mr. Thomas Fitzgerald will deliver the
opening address. The Germania Band is engaged for the
occasion. The number of four-year graduates is 24; of
yartial ceurses, about 50.

The special committes of the Board of Controllers, ap-
polnted o Investigate certalu charges madv against Prof
Maguire, are atill in segsion at the High-School Building,
corner of Broad and. Green streets. ' They will hardly
submit their report to the Board until the meeting after

| noext. :

There is considerable significance in the-
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LETTER FROM ¢ OCCASIONAL.”

Wasmnarox, February 7, 1862.

The British Parliament is now probably in

session. American affairs will undoubtedly
absorb most of its time, and cnter into most
of its discussions. The friends of America
in the two Hottses will start with thany advan-
tages. They write here full of ardor and hope
since the release of Mason and Slidell; but,
while expressing the utmost confidence in their
ability to contend against the aristocracy, plead
most carnestly for continued prudence, pa-
tience, and magnanimity on the part of the
Administration of Mr. Lincoln and his sup-
rorters.” It is astonishing with what accuracy
the . champions of American institutions in
Great Britain understand the issues at gtake in
this war. . Nor are these men the mere repre-
sentatives of a class.” "Among the list I could
name many of the most opulent and in-
fluential - of the British nobility, many
prominent - commeoners, and, of course,
all the genuine philanthropists who realize
the magnitude of our struggle,. after years of
reading . and reflection upon our system of
government. All these statesmen, all these
organs of opinion, concur in the warmest tri-
butes to the moderation, courage, and. ability
which bave distinguished the ‘management of
our relations with forcign Powers since. the
commencement of the war. Without cx-
ception, they recommend that every pretext
for interference in this war, on the part of
England and - France, should be removed.
They place considerable stress upon the de-
nunciation of the obliteration of Charloston
harbor, and urgé, with much ability, the ne-
cessity of immediate and vigorous action, so
that our arms’ may successfully seize, and
triumphantly hold, all the other great cotton
ports of the South. Nothing, in truth, does us
so much good in Greal Brilain as constantly-
renewed - exhibitions of the increasing military
power and netural resources of the loyal States.
There is a sentence in one of the letters, of one
of the most fearless and popular of the British
statesmen, which I commend, with due re-
speet, to the consideration of General Mec-
Clellan: ¢ Everything done with you which
shows power by land or sea; every new point
occupied ;
freedom to the slave, upon the basis of com-
pensation to the loyal owners, tells here
powerfully-—makes it less possible for our
Government fo deal treacherously with you,
and to inflict any- blow upon you.””
- There now remain three cotton ports of groat
importance—Savannah, Mobile, and New Or-
leans—the “speedy opening of which by our
land and naval- forces would forever dissipate,
alilce the idea of the recognition of the South-
ern Confederacy or the breaking of the block-
ade. It is alleged, I know, by incendiaries
like Cobb and  Toombs, that . cotton-growers
and factors would never be permitted to trade
with the authorities of the Urited States. But
this prediction is as unlikely of fnlfilment as
the call of Cobband Toombs upon the people
of Georgia is of meeting a favorable response.
Nothing is required in the premises but reso-
lute action, and such treatment of the loyal
and deceived people of the South as will con-
vince them that our armies ecome to deliver
them from their betrayers, and to restore them
to their prosperous condition before they were
compelled to raise their hands against their
most effective protector -and most  ¢arnest
friend.

We ought to recollect that we cannot stand
up against'a commercial pressure and panic
unless we show unwonted energy in the ma-
nagement of -the war. -You will do. me the
justice to say that I have never aided those who
have attempted to embarrass military opera-
tions by insisting upon unprepared forward
movenients. But . the fact that all our tried
friends . in Europe rest their hopes upon:the
success of our arms is so patent and public
that it would be crime to conceal it. If we

‘I\i‘b’ls[}.u?f?fl?‘l‘y t-h‘g ports of N ew Orleang and
receive imports, permreaxiaise the bl_?ckade,
toms receipts would go into our coffers. Tho
démand _for cotton in France and England is
already considerable, and may besome  formi-
dable.  The price has doubled, and, as the
price of yarns and cloth does not follow in
any proportion, trade is greatly embarrassed,
and many mills are not in operation,
working people the opening of the ports. of
New Orleans, Mobile, and Savannah, by the

_Federal arms, is of great moment.  We must
deprive the aristocracy of France and England
of all pretext for throwing themselves upon
the sympathy of their laboring masses, and of
recognizing the Southern.rebellion.

The action of the House of Representatives,
yesterday afternoon, in passing the Treasury
United States Note bill, and the bill for the
funding of these notes and for the funding of
the floating ‘debt of the United States, has
given general satisfaction. The propositions
include the < legal tender,” and I was particus
larly rejoiced to see that but five of the Repre-
sentatives from. Pennsylvania voted against
this wholesome and necessary legislation.
The debate was ‘mest. interesting and ex-
haustive, and, while I respect the opinlons of
those who did not see proper to support the
bill, I am confident that the-anticipations of its
friends, including experienced statesmen of
all parties, and the hopeful ealenlations of the
Secretary .of the Treasury, will soon be real-
ized in the maintenance of the public credit,
and in the provision of such a currency as will
bae gratefully accepted by the peopls in all
transactions between themselves and the Go-
vernment of the United States.. The over-
riding necessity will undoubtedly lead -to its

-prompt passage through the Senate,

Democrats in the House, under most malign
counsels, should  have opposed\"a moeasure
which is certain to affect the diréct interests
of all their constituents, This Imperatively
necessary bill not only relieves the Govern-
ment, but will increase the value of the pro-
perty, personal and real, of every citizen of
the loyal States. The day this bill becomes
a law real estate will advance to the value
it commanded before the war. - But, above all,
the poor man, and the soldier and seaman, will
be protected from - the money-sharks and
brokers. In making thig enrrency a logal
tender -we secure for it a universal eircu-
lation; and although some corporations
may suffer and growl, the great body of
the people will thrive. We can better
realize this’ when we recollect that the bank
notes of our State are . always below -par, and
received with distrust in another. ‘We are not
only making History, but we are making pre-
cedents. In' our just hostility to’ the per-
verted doctrine of State rights, by which
one State has been enabled to dislocate our
entire political _system, may wé not at
one blow ~cxtinguish this dangerous he.
resy, . by - defeating the  schemes of
the advocates of State sovereignty; alike
as to political "control' and pecuniary in-
dependence?  In other words, if the honest
friends of a strong Central Government; which
is forever to put down Secession and Rebellion,
are to succeed against Treason, may it not
be pecessary to complete their triumph by
now establishing such a national cudeeney asg
will foreshadow the necessity of a permanent
circulating medium? Nor can the boastful
advocates of State rights, North and South, ob-
Jeet, because they have inflieted alikze politieal
and pecuniary ruin upon their own people by
adhbering to their own contracted ideas.” We
are in- an era_ when, in order to save a
great Government .from destruction, we may
have to yicld up many prejudices and opinions.

A man who is ready to yield his life to his
-country -may readily yield his old notions that

OccasioNAL.

THE WAR IN‘KANSAS.

she may be saved.

SUPPORTED BY THE LE-

GENERAL LANE
A GISLATURE,

LeAveENworTH, Jan. 7.—The lower House of
the Kaneas Legislature, by a vote of 60 yeasto 7
pays, to-day passed -a resolution requesting the
President to appoint Lane a Major General, and
give him the command -of the Southern expedi-
tion.

The Clonservattve of -this ¢ity has made an ex-
posure of the recent bill for the transfer. of the
Kangas bonda to the Department of - the Interior,
by which the State, it is alleged, has been swine
dled to a large amount, probably $50,000.

Tuxr United States steamer Owaaco went to
28, fisin Btatén Yoland, on the afternvon of Fobruary 5.
The fullowing is a list of her officers :

John Guest, lieut t ding: Chester Hat-
field, lientenant and ex-officer ; Henry Babcock, Daniel
P. Moath, acting masters; W. W. Leavitt, assistant

surgeon; B, Beardgleyy acting awigtant paymester; W,
K. Furse, second ASgstant = enginser, - acting: ohief ;
Johp 'A : Bcot, Charles .H.: Greenleaf, Daniel M. Egbert,
:third nssistant engineers; John Utter, T. D. Babb, J. G,

Arbona, Williaza - P. Tomlinson, master’s mutes; A. D.
R. Crawford, captain’s clerk. - .

every move in the direction of-

To the-

It is to be regretted that the majority of the"

LATEST NEWS

BY TELEGRAPH.

FROM WASHINGTON.

THE PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.

AN IMPORTANT RECONNOISSANCE BEYOND
FAIRFAX COURT HOUSE.

A NUMBER OF REBEL SOLDIERS CAPTURED,

MORE TREACHERY OF THE REBELS
ON THE UFPFPER FOTOMAC.

A FLAG OF TRUCE DISGRACED BY THEM.

A PORTION OF HARPER'S FERRY BURNED.
&c., “&e., &e,

- Special Despatches to “ The Press.”

WASHINGTON, February 7, 1862,
Engagement with the Enemy near Fair-
tax Court House.

Gen. Wu. F. Suirn telegraphs that this morning
a party of his soouts returned with five prisoners
belonging to the First Cavalry, and one citizen.
The remairder of his regiment engaged the enemy
pear Flint Hill, in the vicinity of Fairfax Court
House,

Capt. CuRRY reported that he needed no assist-
ance.

The cavalry dismounted and assaulted a house,
and took the prisoners. -One of our captains and a
private were wounded. Another detachment sub-
sequently returned with four prisoners belonging to
the First North Carolina Regiment. Three of them
are non-commissioned officers. - Six horses and eight
Colt’s rifles were also captured. . The prisoners will
be sent to Washington.

Further Pmticul:irs—Scoutmg Expedition
of the Camercn Dragoons.

Tho following particulars bave been received :
Tt appears that, at four o’clock this morning, Col.
FrIEDMAN’S cavalry, the Cameron Dragoons, num-
bering eight hundred men, went out in the direc-
tion of Fairfax Court House, for the purpose of
capturing the Secession pickets. - They swept the
country from Fairfax Court House to Hunter’s Mills,
a distance of perhaps five miles, going within half a
mile of Germantown, which is several miles beyond
the Court House, and seven miles this side of- Cen-
treville. They drove in all the Ssssssien piskets,
excepting thirteen, who belonged to the Firat North
Carolina and StewART's Virginia Cavalry. These
they captured, and this evening they were brought
to Washington. They were found in a log-house,
and, on being surprised, fired upon our scouts. One
rebel was killed in this fight. Capt. WILsoN, of
the Cameron Dragoons, was wounded in the neck,
and a sergeant also was wounded.

The command was under Major BIass, of the
Cameron Dragoona.

A transportaiion wagon, belonging {o the rebels,
was captured, together with the horses and rifles
mentioned in the preceding despatch.

The Senate’s Ten-million Note Bill,

The ten-million note bill which originated in and
passed the Senate to-day i3 intended s a tempo-
rary relief, until the bill from the House, passed
yesterday, can receive the consideration of the
Senate. Tbe latter will be reported by the Fi-
nance Committee on Monday.

‘The Capture of Fort Henry.

The news from Fort Henry has diffused gsneral
Jjoy, and stimulated the openly-expressed desire for
additional victories.

Occupation of Romney, Va.

The War Department hag received a despatch
that Gen. LANDER mnow occupies Romney, the
rebels having retreated.

A Court-Martial.

The court-martial in the case of Colonel Berze
was concluded to-day. The verdict is not known.
Cotton Seed.

In a few days the Interior Department will de-
liver cotton seeds to those in the Middle States
who desire to make the e¢xzperiment of raising
cotton.

Charged with Disloyalty.
been 'ng'es'i&;"l.l.? name of HENRY JENXINS hag

~medr} s
loyalty, and committed to 'ﬁ%;’,’; :9:: “g;:i::e

here from Norfolk, under g flge

purpose of visiung his childre;, :fh??e?cfor e
sented as suffering for the necessariog of life 'eﬁ',f'
charges against him are not stated. ’ ®

Last night a young man named Frayg,, an
WHEATLEY, 8 Dative of this city, was arrestod by
the police for uttering disloyal senttments, by
usipg strong lapguage in favor of the Secessionists,
The evidence against him is said to be very strong.
He was committed, subject to military ordera.

The civil and military authorities are now arrest-
ing every one found uttering disloyal- sentiments.
A careful wateh is also kept over suspected
persons.

Suffocated to Death.

Jonn Scorr, attached to the Thirty-eighth New
York Regiment, was suffocated to death in‘his tont
by taking a pan of coals into it and closing up all
the ecrevices. His companion, JomN MoNEiLx,
came noar sharing the same fate. :

Hon. Jesse D. Brignt.

The Intelligencer, this morning, expresses the
opinion that the expulsion of Senator BrigHT was
decided, by the Senate, with an extremity of rigor
not justified by the historical circumstangeg under
which the letter, that forms the ground of the in-
dictment against him, was written.

Secretary Seward.

Secretary SEWARD, who is now on a visit to g

sick daughter, in Philadelphia, i§ expeoted to re-

turn here to-morrow. .

The Gunboat Quaker: City. ‘
New York, Feb. 7.-—The gunhoat Quaker City
has arrived, from St. Thomas on the 21st.
The Iroquots sailed on a cruise on the 16th fro
St. Thomas. F
Personal Matters. '
Seoretary CHASE gave a brilliant party last night.
The Hutchinson Family were present, and ga.w'e
some of their beautiful songs. The song for which
the singers were expelled from the camps w&
warmly applauded and encored. Agong the poi-
sonages present were CARL SCHURZ, Senator Howe
and lady, ex-Governor BouTwELL, Mrs. Generil
McDowELL, and Mrs. Goversor ANDREW. |
A commiitee has been here from Philadelphis,
and waited upon the Postmaster General in regard

o some matters connected with the Philadelphix

post office. 1t is understood that the removal o
Postmaster Walborn is demanded. )

Gen. Sa1eLDS i3 still in the city, but has not yet
been assigned to a command.

Col. Smuwoxs, of the Fifth Pennsylvania, fy
wartnly urged for a brigadier generalship. Ho ber
longs to the regular army, and has seen muoh hard
service. He is from Harrisburg. !

The Ultimatum of Secretary Stanton. '\

Yestordsy, while & membar of Cougiois was
urging the appointment of one of his friends, Secre-
tary STANTON very kindly replied: ¢« I can maks
no more appointments from political influence op
personal ‘appeals. The appointments in the army
must coine from the ranks. I bave the cases of &
pumber of widows, who have lost ‘their husbands
in the army, to attend to, and, as they are most
needy, and their wants pressing, they will receive
my earliest attention. v .

<« As for the fow civil posts in my gift, I shal] dis-
tribute them among the poor and meritoricus sol-
diers who have been crippled in- defence of theiz
country’s rights.” The summary manner in-which
the new Secretary despatches business is n&hv«ary
pleasing to greedy contractors, but it meéts the
hearty approbation of every honest and pmectioal
business man. Several members of Congress com-
Plain that the Secretary treats them very oavalierly.

They will get used to his ‘mode of doing Msiness

in time. ;
The Slave Pen at Alexandria,

Last Tuesday night & drunken soldier, ﬂ;l'm had |

been committed to that abominable place, the
slave peri at Alexandria, was frozen i déiath.
This place is . not fit to confine cattle in, duch less
human beings. Glen. MoNTGOMERY is much cen-
sured for retaining it as a guard-house when there
are 50 many vacant buildings that could boe used
for the purpore. .
From the Lower Potemac.

There is no news of interest from the Lower Pa-
tomac. The rebel steamer Page has not been seen
for several days. The Cock Pit battery is almost
continually st work. The rebelsfire at overy passing
vesgel they see, but without “any serious- effect.
Bome eight or ten small vessels, loaded with wood
and oysters, passed the . rebel batteries last night,
and have arrived safely at Alexandria.

Mititary Opthalmic Institution.

Thia merning Dr. F. A. MoSCHZISKER, the oculist
and aurist, was before the Military Committee of
the Senate, with & plan showing the necessity
of  appropriating a separate building, to be ar-
ranged and uged as » military opthalwic insti-
tution. He showed the committes,; from the
reports of European military surgsons, the ra-
vages of what is oalled Egyptian or military
opthalmia ; thst such institutions have always baen
found necessary in England, France, Austria; Prus.
sia, Russia, and Belgium The Doctor showed the
committee that, if the disease onoe breaka out, it is
of a contagious character, and any soldier whoshows
the least symptoms of epthalmia, should at once be
put under {reatment in o hospital appropriated for
that purpose. Senator WiLson takes a lively in-
terest in the matter. .

The Doctor offers his services free to the Go-
vernment to superintend such an instituto, and de-
gires the committee to appoint several young sure
geons to be under his guidance and  direoti
The necessity of an institution of the kind -will
strike every one as an important measure.

THE VICTORY IN TENNESSEE.

Official Report of Com. Foote.

BRIGADIER GEN. LLOYD TILGHMAN AND
STAFF TAKEN PRISONERS.

WasHINGTON, Feb. 7.

Secretary Welles has received the following
despatch : :

UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP CINCINNATI, }
OrF Fort HEnkry, TENNESSEE RIVER,
February 6, 1862.

The gunboats under my command, the Essez,
Commeander Porter; the Carondolet, Commander
Walker; the Cincimnati, Gommander Stembel ;
the St. Louts, Licutenant Commanding Paunlding;
the Cenestoga, Lieutenant Commanding Phelps ;
the Taylor, Lieutenant Commanding Gwinn; and
the Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Shirk,

quarter, have captured Fort Henry, and have taken
General Lloyd Tilghman and his staff, with sixty
men, a3 prisoners.

The surrender to the gunboata was unconditional,
ag we kept an open fire upon them until their flag
was struek.

In balf an hour after the surrender I handed the
fort and prisoners over to Gen. Grant, commanding
the army, on his arrival at the fort in force.

The gunboat Essex had a. shot in her boilers,

.and, after fighting most effectually for two-thirds of

the action, was obliged to drop down the river, as I
hear several of her men were soalded to death, in-
cluding the twe pilots. She, with the other gun-
boats, officers, and men, fought with the greatest
gallantry.

The Cencinnati received thirty-one shots, and

_had one man killed and’ cight wounded, inoluding
two seriously.

The fort. with twenty guns and seventeen mor-

~tars, was defended by General Tilghman with the
most determined gallantry. -

I will write as soon as possible.

I have sent Lieutenant Commanding Phelps and
three gunboats after the rebel gunbonts.

' A. H. Footk, Flag Officer.

Full Newspaper Particulars.
b CINCINNATL, Feb. 7.—The Cairo correspondence

of the Gazette and Commercial, of this city, gives
the following account of the bombardment and
capture of Fort Ilenry :

Yesterday, at 12.30 P M., the gunboats Craein-
natt, St. Louts, Carondolet, and Essez~the
Tyler, Conestoga, and Lezington bringing up the
rear. Advancing boldly against the rebel works,
going to the right of Paintor Creek Island, imme-
diately above which, on the east shore of the river,
stand the fortifications, keeping out of range till at
the head of the island and within & mils of ths
enemy, and passing the island in full view of the
rebel guns, we steadily advanced. Every man was
at his quarters, and every ear was strained to watch
the flag officer’s signal-gun for the commencement
of the action.

Our line of hattle was on the left, St. Louis,
next the Carondolet, next the Cincinnate, (for
the time being the flag-ship, and having on board
Flag-officer A. H. Foote,) and next the Esssz.

We advanced in line, the Cincinnati a hoat’s
length ahead, when at 12.30 the Cincinnats opened
the ball, and immediately the three accompanying
boats followed suit.

The enemy were not backward, but gave an ad-
mirable respoese.

The fight raged fiercely for a half hour. We
steadily advanced, receiving and returning storms
of shot and shell, when, getting within three hun-
dred yards of the enemy’s works, we came to a
stand, and poured into them right and left.

In the meantime, the Essez had been disabled,
apd drifted away from the scene of action, leaving
the Cincinnatr, Carondoler, and St. Louts alone
engaged.

At precisely forty minutes past one o'clock the
enemy struck his colors, and such cheering—such
wild excitement as seized the throats, arms; and
caps of the four or five hundred sailors of the gun-
boats can be imagined.

After the surrender, which was made to Flag-
officer Foote, by Gen. Lioyd Tilzhman, whe de-
fended bis fort in the most determined mauner, we
found that the rebel infantry, who were encamped
outside the fort, and numbered 4,000 or 5,000, had
cut and run, leaving the rebel artillery company in
command of the fort

The fort mounted seventeen guns, mostly thirty-
two and thirty-four-pounders, including a magnifi-
cent ten-inch columbiad.

Our shots dismounted two of their guns, driving
the ememy into the embrasures.

one of their rifie thirty-two pounders burst during
t{‘; ;nga%e;nent, wounding one of their gunners.

e rebel i . :
s, Workew e e et eV, ofctivo
" ber, all told, of our prisoners. Thay loat five killad
and ten badly wounded.

The infantry left everything in their flight, and
a vast deal of plunder has fallen into our hands,

- including & large and valuable quantity of ordnance
stores.

Gen, Tilghman is disheartoned. Ho thinks the
disaster is one of the most damaging blows of the

-war.’ In surrendering to Flag Officer Foote, the
rebel general remarked: I am glad to surrender
to so gallant an officer.”

Tlag Offiver Foote replied: “ You do parfostly
right, sir, in surrendering; but you should have
blown my boats out of water before I would have
surrendered to you.’’

In the engag t the Cin tZ was in the
lead, and the flag officer’s flying pennsnt was- the
chief mark. - Flag Officer Foote and Capt. Stem-
blecrowded her defiantly into the teeth of the ene-
my’s guns. - She received thirty-one shots, some of
them going completely through her.

Thé Essex was badly crippled. When about
half through the fight and while crowding steadily
against the enemy, a ball went into her -port side
on the forward port, passing through the heavy
bulkhead, and sguarely through one of her boilars.
The escaping steam scalded and killed several of
the crew. ’

Captain Porter, his aid, S. P. Britton, Jr., and
Paymaster Lewis, were standing in the direct line
of the ball’n pacsags, Britton being i - the centre
of the group. The shot struck Britton on the top
of his head, scattering his brains in every direc-
tion. The escaping steam poured inte the pilot-
house, and instantly killed Messrs Ford and Bride,
the pilots. Many of the soldiers, at the rush of
the steam, jumped overboard, and were drowned.
The Essex did good service before she was dis-
abled, her guns being skilfully . handled by her
gunner, Matt. Snyder, of Philadelphia.. She had
gix ssamen killed; two officers, and sevantesn men,
and five missing.

. The Cincinnats had one killed and six wounded.
There were no casualties on the St. Louzs or Ca-
rondolet, though the shot and shell fell upon them
like rain,

The St. Louts way commanded by Capt. Leon-
ard Paulding, who stood upon the gunboat and
fought the guns to the last. Not a man flinched,
and with cheer upon cheer they sent shot and shell
pmong the enemy.

Hot Pursuit of the Flying Rebels-«-Re.
ported Treachery Among Them.

Papvcan, Ky., Feb. T.—General Smith on the
west and General Grant on tho east side of the
river, sre pursuing theretreating rebeols,

It is reported, and credited by some of our offi-
cers, that the rebel troops from Fort Henry were
not true to the rebel cange, but took advantagoe of
the oppertunity offered by the attack to run away
from a fight that was distasteful to them.

FROM THE UPPER POTOMAC.

REBEL TREACHERY REVENGED.

A FLAG OF TRUCE DISGRACED.

THE TORCI{ AGAIN APPLIED TO HARPER'S FERRY.

Baxpy Hook, Md., Feb. 7.—This morning, Capt.
Baylor and thres of his men (rebels) concealed
themaelves behind a stone wall just above Harper's
Ferry bridge, while a black man, (or a white man
painted to represent a negro,} by displaying a flag
of truce, induced a loyal Virginian to go over.
When neatly across, Baylor and two othera fired at
and killed the ferryman. Our batteries on the
Heights then shelled the buildings, and subse-
quently a party of Federal troops orossed and set
fire to twelve houses, including the Wager House
and another hotel; the railroad buildings; ets. The
whole Iower part of the town is now in ashes,

A necessity existed for burning these buildings,
as they have afforded a hiding-place to rebel rifle-
men, who have been annoying our troops for weeks.

The number of the rebels was not ascertained,
but many were seon o mount their horses and
Jleave for the outskirts of the town by the Charles-
‘town road. .

* - Thia afternoon a rebel flag of truce, in the hands
‘of three of Baylor’s men, came to. the ferry, but
they were warned off by Col. Groary.

A large rebel mounted picket was stationed all
the afternoon near Bolivar.

FROM PORT BOYAL,

DEPARTURE OF ANOTHER EXPEDITION FOR
THE SOUTH.

| come——m———
NEw Yorxk, Feb. 7.—The sloop-of-war Savannak
arrived at this port to-night from Port Royal.
She brings no news of importance, except the
sailing of an expodition of the South, on the 26th.
The expeditlon was to Juclidé all the lght-
draught steamers and several pgunboats, with
several thoueand troops.

Everything was quiet at Port Royal.

' '

after & severe and rapid fire of one hourand a .

XXXVIITH CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION,

‘WasgiNaToN, Feb, 7, 1362,

SENATE.
Petitions Presented.

Mr. ANTHONY (Rep.), of Rhode Island, presentoed a
resolution from the General Assembly of Bhode Island,
in regard o the permanent location of the Naval Acas
demy at Newport. The said Slate had tendered exclu-
sive juriediction to the United Btates of the nocessary
laude, &c. Ho referred briefly to the loyalty of the Etate,
and the fact that Newport had sulfered greatly by the re-
bellion, and wan ons of the finest harbors in the country.

Mr. WILSON (Bep.), of Massachusoils, prosented the
memorial of & number of mercantile s ot New York,
ageinst any repesl of the present wirehousing system

Mr. WILMOT (RBep.), of Ponnsylvania, presontid
several petitions in tavor of smancipation 3 also, In favor
of homwopathic nurgeons.

Mr. DOOLITTLE (Rep.), of Wisconsin, presented the
ranoluti of the Legislature of Wi iny requesting
that the Senators and members of Congress from that
Btate vote for the abolishment of the franking privilae.

Mi, HARRIS (Rep.), of New Yoik, from the Sommit-
teo on the Judiciary, to whom #ere referred tho creden-
tials of Benjamin Starke and otlier papers, withont ex-
pre:sing an opinion as to ths effect of the pupers, or any
action of the Senate, reported a resolution that Mr.
Starke was erntitled to taka the conatitutional oath as a
Sepator.

Mr. TRUMBULL (EKep.), of Ttiinois, asked leave Lo file
the minority report. The commitiee had not seen it to
report on the testimony, and could not agree with the
majority of the committee.

Mr. HARRIS (Rep.), of New York, said the commit-
tee ¢id not express an epinion as to the effast of the pa~
Ppers on any subsequent action of the Sonato.

The papers were ordered to be printed,

Mr. HARLAN (Rep.), of Iowa, trom the Committooon
Tublic Lands, reported a bill to reduce the expenses
;)f dtho Government in the survey and sale of public

unds,

Mr. HALE (Rep.), of New Hampshire, from the Naval
Commitiee, reported aj joint resolution tendering the
tianks ot Congresa to Capt. 8. K. Dupont, and the offizers
and seamen under his command, for the victery at Port
Royal. Adopted.

Mr. HALE, from the Naval Committee, reported back
the bill providing for the construction of twenty iron-
clad steam gunboats, with an amendment.

The United States note bill was received from the

. House and referrrd to the Conunittee on Finance.

Mr. WILSON (Rep.). of Massachusotts, introdaced a
bill to increase the efficiency of the Medical Department
of the army, Heforred. .

Mr. LATHAM (Dem.), cf Californtn, introduced a hill
relative to the warchouse system in the Pucific ports of
the United States,

Mr. GRIMES (Rep.), of Iowa, moved to take up the
gunboat bill. He eaid that if the intelligence which
came to the city this morning of the capture of Fort

ebty by our gunboata in the Western waters was true,
then no bill was more important.

The bill was taken up. The amendment of the]com-
mittee appropriates $10,000,000 for the purposcs of the
act,

Mr. DALE (Rep.), of New Hampshire, read a lottor
from the Secretary of the Navy, saying that tha Depart-
ment could probably Luild ten or twelve boats in Bix
months, and doubla that sumber Is & yeury thnt ths Da-
partment do not intend te conform to any porticular
plan, but intend to avail themselves of the experienco
gained in the progress of the work ; that the cost rauges
from %360,000 to $580,000; but thar Capt. Ericason
proposed to build four in six months, at- $225,000 3 that
thoe purposesof the boats are to reduce the harbors of
the enemy and open them to the Union army. - The Se
eretary bdrhestly recommeonds the appropriation: of ten
millions.

Mr. HALE said that the vessel already built by
Captain” Ericsson was built by contract, and wus cox-
pleted within a day of the time spegifiod.

The bill, was aniended 8o a3 to limit thenumber to
twenty, and passed.

The report of the Naval Committes on the Secre'ary
of the Navy’s letter, in rogard to Mr. Morgan’s pur-
chases, wan taken up.

Mr. HALE said he considered the subject of much
importance to the Senato and to the country. - What he
was about to say was t) be said not as a Republlican, or
a member of any party. He stood here to-day to plead
for the country.. He had been auccused of being an
opponent of the Administration; but he wanted it diss
tinetly understood that on this subject he had nothing
to buy and nothing to eell.  The Administration had
pot a gift that he desired, and-he had nothing they
wanted except a faithful intereat in the country.: He
would say to the Administration, as the Hebrew
prophet  paid fo the King of Babylon, ¢« Let thy
gifts bo to thyselfy and give thy rewards to another;
but I will read to thee, O, king, the writing declared unto
mie, and interpret it.”* That wasexactly where he stood.
He would give to the Administration a:zealous support,
and they cculd help themselves. He would say to them
a8 Pecksniff said to Martin Chuzzlewit, $: Chuzzlewit,
X forgive you. You cannot help yourgelf.” - No earthly
consideration can make him /leave tho plase e occu-
pied here. - But this matter cannot be winked out of
sight; it cannct be cancelled or eaveraed up; nosophistry
can make anything else of it but what it is. There
bhave been some objections made -agaiust this resolu-
iion. The Senator from Maine (Mr. Fessenden)
theought it was not dignified on the part of the Senate to
act on the evidence that we had. That objection was re-
moved now.  The evidenée 14, that the Seévetars of the
Navy, baving occasion to purchase some vessels, em-
ployed bis brother-in-law, and for less than five months’
gervice paid him $70,000.  IIe laid aside the question
whether this sum was paid out of the public funds, but
returned to the aesertivn that, directly, the purchase of
these vessels cost the Government iwice that sum, and
indirectly cost "millions. If you should tell a man that
he must pay you one hundred dollars commission on &
gale, then, if he be of human nature, he would put twice
that sum in his charge. This transaction had gone
tbrough the land ; the people know that when they were
pouring forth blood and treasure for the support of the
Government, the Secretary of the Navy was paying M,
Morgan about $12,000 per month from these hard earn-
ings.

But Mr. Morgan daclares, on Lis reputation as a mer.
chant, and. the Secretary of the Navy also agrees with
him that he regards this as & wise systewn, which, if
fuithfuily. carried out at this time, would be highly con=
ducive to the pubiic interest: And the Becrotary of the
Navy refers to the reputation of Mr. Morgan as an honeet
man. Hae (Mr. Hale) did not proposa to gegie on the ins
tegrity of the Sceretary of the Navy or Mr, Morgan. - Ho
would only make the single remark, that he had had a
large experience in criminat trials, aad  according to
his experience A criminal would only resort to the
testimony of his previous goud character, as a last
and desperate defence, to be used when there was
106 other left: Heé had reselved inniimerable 1at-
ters on this subject, many of which were anonymous. He
ni ver read an anonymous letter, and had not done so for
seventeen years. He would ask, what would have been
the conduct of the Republican Senators if there had been
such a misapplication of the public funds by a Demo-
cratic Becrelary? The whole vocabulary of Grecian and
Roman claselcal invective would hiave been exhausted by
the Senator from M tato overwhelmsuch aman,
and the impulsive Senator from Michigan (Mr. Chandler)
would have stood up like the last of the triounes, and in-
voked death on such an oftender ; and heknew at a glance
that the chai of the C ittee on Finance (Mr.
cnges O Kquld have seen through oll the gossamer ¢x-

oo o mado. He raferred to and resd
a reeolution o&a@ém"unq “~+1. LA Loon pagsed by - the

House on & former Secretsry of the £ o ] -

time there was not even a Republican mnf()rﬂ'}ﬂ Mtk\g‘t‘
House. He did not ask for a censure of the Secratary.
He only asked for a rebuke of the system which the Se-
cretary says he has harnessed into the service of the
Government. It was not harnessed into tha service of
the Goverpgent, but into the eervice of G. B. Morgan,
and he drove that team very profitably.

Mr. Halo then read the letters of Rolert B. Min=
tarn, and Cyrus W. Fiold, that the commission for the
purchase of ships was 2) per cent. at the highest; but
on a large purchase an arrangement was gonerally made,
by which the commisgion of enly 1 and 1) per csnt.- was
allowed, . Mo contended that the Secretary hind coufiaed
the large purchase of vessgels to one agent, and to one
city, that of New York, at the highest rate of commis-
gion, and the whole country was discouraged when they
8aw the money of the Government thus wastsd.  He be-
licved the lberties of the country were in greater
danger to-day, from frauds  and prefligacy, than
fioinn the rebels. If we' want viclorles we must
cemmence on the floor of Congress. The people are
willing to be taxsd any amount fyr the suppression of the
rebellion, but not for pampering political favorites.

How can we 1ay taxes on the people if wo permit such
a system as this? He contended, further, that this sys-
tem was wholly withont authority of law,  He solemnly
declared that he had no sinister or selfish purpose in
bringing this matter before the Senate; but enly the
purest motives, and for the best interesta of the country.
He would say ch, Christ! who with emall cords droveout
the money-changers from the Temple of Jerusalem, is
there no scourge of laceratien for those whe turn the
temple of our liberties into a den of thisves?

Mr. DIXON (Rep ), of Connecticut, said he-did not
wigh in auy way to_palliate frand. No man was more
opposed to fraud,  He was entirely independent of the
Secretary of the Navy. He had asked no favors of the
Secretary, and had bad no consultation with him or any
of hia friands in regard to this mnttor. Tha Seavatary
bad sent the whole information to Congrese. The fact
wap that a large amount of money had been saved
to the Government. A large pumber of vessels had
been purchased, every one of which was seaworthy,
and worth more in the market to-day than when
they were-bought, This was an unusual purchasn,
and tha Reeratary wan-obliged to loss no time. Ae:
tion must be had immediately The Secretary was
admitted, everywhere, to be & man of the purest in-
tegrity, and this was the only complaint that can be madoe
agsinet- him, even of mistake in judgment. He then
read from the letter of the Secretary, showing that the
prices paid for various vessels were very low. He thought
the report of the Naval Gommittes was writtan rather in
& spirit of accusitlon. It secined as If they were hinting
for some public officer to find fault with. He contended
that the Secretary had done the very best he could do,
under the circumstances, and that Mr. Morgnn was the
very best agent that conld have been selected. The
ovidence before the committee shows this. He referred
to the unseaworthy vessels that had been purchased by
naval officers and - wave refuzed by My, Movgan, while
all ihe vesaels purchased by Mr. Morgan were seaworthy
ond purchased at less prices. Yet we were calted
on now (o censure the Secretary of the Navy because he
selected the best agent he could find, and that agent had
made the beit poesible purchases for the Government
and eaved a great amount of monays simply begause this
agent has in goie way made a large amount himaelf by
commission.. 'We havehad no reverses in the navy. He
believed this was due lo the true, honest, and peerless
mind at the head of Phat department.

My, WILSON moved as a substitute for the resolution
reported by the committee, that the employment of an
agont 48 malta purakasas fay tha Covarnmont whote som:
yeneation depend ission on the purchase is

on his
unwise, inexpedient, and never to be resorted to except
in cases of imperious emergency.

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEY (Rep.), of Maine,
the further consideraticn of the subject was postponed
till to-morrow.

Tha sivil approprtatisn LI way they taltan up.

Tho aniendment in regand to tho printing of the trea-
sury notes by the Anerican Bank-Note Company being
ander congideration,

Mr. PEARCE (Dem.), of Maryland, read the corre-
spondence between the department here anil the assistant
ireasurer at New York, and ssid it showed that the de«
partment had asted with the utnisst aars and Intaosity in
the whole matter, e thought it was but due to the
parties concerned  to make this explanation, in order to
refute the various charges which have been made in
regard to this case without the least foundation in fact.

The further consideration of the bill was then post-
yoned temporarily. )

The LIl ts authopira (ke additienal issue of Unitad
States notes was then taken np and passed.

The bill to authorize the issue of ten millions of de-.

mand notes was taken wp,

- On motion of Mr. ANTHONY (Rep.), a partof the ap-
propriation for seeds, &c., was ordered to be applied to
the preparation of finx as a substitnie for cotton.

The bill was passed.

Mr. JOHNSON ;Dem.). of Tennessee, handed to the
clerk the despatch of Flag Officer Foote announciog the
capture of Fort Henry, which was read to the Senate.

Mr. SHERMAN (Rop.), of Ohio, roported a Joint reso-

when the pulso of the nation for a moment stood still, he
said that advantage was taken of its trembling necessi-
tics by mpeculators He mpoke of the cattle contract
made in thia city, whoraby $50,000 was 1ealized on 2,000
head ; of the agency of Alexander Cummings, of Now
York ; of the immense amount of money paid out to him
without any vouchers; of his purchase of linen pata-
loons, London porter, Bcotch ale, and Dutch herrings, for
the use of the army. Ho next spoke of the charter of the
steanier Caliline, whereby m vessel worth 818,000 was
chartered to Governmont for $10,000 a month, and 850,000
to be paid in the event of her loss by war risks, intimating
alao that she was loaded for private speculation, to be
run at the expenss of the Government. He showed that
hor purchase was secured by four scparate notes, signed
respeetively by John F. Dovlin, Thurlow Weed, G. C.
Davizon, and 0. B, Mattison. He next alluded to the
borse contracts mnde at Huntingdan, Pa., where, on the
purchase of 1,600 horaes, the Treasary wasrohbed of over
260,000, thay horses of all agos, from two to thirty years,
and of sll diseasns, open and secret, were fraudulently
pasted and branded ; that a huge contract brokeragesystem
at the commiencement of the difficnltien wna sought to be
astabliehed whorek:y 5 per cent. was to be pald on contracts,
An a friend of the Administration which he aided to elect,
be claimed the right, ia the name of a comnicrce crippled,
Iaboy puralyzed, finances dinturbed, and a teansury nmpty
—in the name of that gnllant army of five hundred thou.
#and men, who this day, on the tented feld, are waiting
to rescue a loved country, through fire and blood—in the
name of five hundred thourand hearthatones madae droary
for the loved onen away—the thrice five hundredl thou-
sund friends avxiously looking, fearfully expecting,
tranblingly hoping—10 insist that this Administration
sk all drive corruption” from' the land, and treason from
the capital.

e then spoke of Mr. Morgan’s agency, showlng that,
although ho had paid less than the owners asked, he had
algo paid more than the vessels cost; that in some cases
vegsels were charged to the Government at & higher prico
than the owners rerelved ) thil the arrungement of So-
cretary Welles, allowing Mr, Morgan to tako two and a
balf per cent, from tho seller, was placing him in antigo-
nism to the Government which employed him; that the
per centoge was in fuct taken from the Government, and
the $70,000 which Mr. Morgan had received in five
months really belonged to the treasury ; nnd although tho
Secratary claimed that none of the sellers eensured him,
Mr. Van Wyck referred to the case of the Meycedenta,
‘wliere the owners claimed to have beon wronged hy this
aystem of purchase, and they had notified the Becretiry
in this case tbat Mr. Morgan claimed and obtained 82 500
88 comm’ssionns, when he did nothing toward nogotiating
the gale, Mr. Morgan claimed to have been asked for
this vessel 130,000, and the owners testified that they
bad allowed the Department to fig the - price. The “sale
of 5000 Hall's carbines, by Simon Stevens, to General
Feationt, with an inexcusiable Largain, by which, without
any risk of investment of capital, Mr. Stevens in ons
day. wan torealize 850,000 ; that in the Department of the
West, 3hmugh the agency of Quartermaster McKinstry
and his inspectors, the Government was plundered of
many thonsanda ; that although the generals and Cabinet
ministers were bowed beneath the weight of increasing ree
sponsibilities, thia reckless horde wara undaymining tha
very ground on which they stood. ' He commented on the
subject of army transportation, saying thut, by an order
of the late Socretary of War, the railronda were allowed
twa cents per mile for soldiers, and local rates for freight,
and, 50 great were the profits, that the Wedtern roady
had paid a bonns of from $1,500 to %2,500 for thae pri-
vilege of t ting ' single regil s. - The pirates
who infest the ocean are not moro to bs deapised than the
plunderers on land. Ile referred to the traltors who
were gnffered to remain in the capital, and denounced
the policy whereby slaves, who ferried our wounded sol-
diers over the Potomac, at Ball’s Bluff, were returned to
chaine and stripes, while the traitor masters who wounded
them were protected in their constitutional rights,  He
concluded Ly declariug that wo should aever surrender
to the rebels in arm s that wa should atand in defanos of
the Union and tho flag -

< Until the last red blade was broken,
And the last srrow in the quiver.”

Mr. DAVIS (Rep.), of Pennsylvania, said no man was
more earnestly desirous than himself of bringing to jus-
tice every man charged with fraud on the Gcvernmont.
He wau particularly ipterested In bringing one man to
Justice==namely, liis own brother; He asked tlie come
mittee and the House to unite with him in hia efforts
to have Captain Davis, assistant guartermaster, who
is charged - with crime, arrested, . conrt-martialed,
and, if found guilly, and the penalty is death,
have bim  shot. Lis brother - knew - nothing of
the charge of defrauding the Gov t and soldiers
until it was published to the world through the report of
the Investigating Commitles, Iie (DMr, Davis) had in
vain gonght to have his brother’s transactions inquired
iuto, and had been before tho committee with that view,
but he was told that it would cost £500 to bring Captain
Davia to vindicate bis reputation. All these investiga.
tions will amount to nothing unless means are taken to
punish the wrong-doers. His Lrother’a reputation was
worth more to him than thist of any other man Yiving,
All that he asked was that if hia brother is guilty, punish
him ; and if be is innocent, let the fact be declared.

Mr. DAWES (Rep.), of Massachusetts, said he could
appreciate the sensitiveness of the gentleman - tonching
the representation of his brother, Capt, Davis. - Ile says
that the first knowledge he had of the charge against him
wag In the reportof the coiutnittes. Now, tha teuth 14,
he came before the committes and furnishied them with
certitied copics of the papors himself. If Capt. Davis
ied the committee into error by giving; as true copies,
those which proved not to be so, the committes are notto
be blamed. Ifihe Captain would como Lefore the com-
mittee he would have a chance to correct his own mis-
take; but to enable bim to do this: it could hardly Lo X«
pected - that they should send for him, Ilia friend (Mr.
Duvis) bad done sll he could to have his bréther court-
martizled. Hao honored him for it; but the gentleman
should - not find fault with the committee that ho bad not
been successful

Mr, DAVIS replied, that he hud simply intimoted thet
his brotber knew nothing of the charges of fraud against
him till it was published. The committee had' intarro-
gated him a8 to Gen, Fremont's hody guard, whether
they rode on bay huraes, with drawn swords—how . they
were dressed, &c. His brother etood before the country
as a felon. e repeated, that he only asked that ho bs
puniehsd if guilty, and righted, if innocent,

Mr. CAMPBELL (Rep.), of Pennsylvania, said that
Cupt. Davis was examined ad to the affairs of the: Quara
termacter’s Department, but was not: at any time in-
formed that his owp character was implieated. Yrem
that time he had labored, through his brother, to have a
fair inquiry info his conduct,
© Mr, DAWES read from the testimony to show {hat
Capt. Davis purchased from his son in Philadelphia cer-
tain Liankiets, and repoated fhat Capt. Davis could ap.
pear kefore the committee to syt himeself right.

Mr. VAN WYOK made some explanation on the
subject to set himself and the committee right.

Mr. HOLMAN (Dem ), of Indiana, also said that
Capt. Davis had had facilities of being heard befure
them. Re submitted the following resolution:

Ttecolved, Thut Feeretary Cameron in employing Alexa
ander Cummings, without legal guarantee, to make pui-
chases, without restriction, of large amounts of military
supplies, and Sccretary Welles, in employing . Mr.. Mor-
gan, - without - requiring guarantees, for the purchase of
a large ber of is, the com tion depending
on the prices paid ipstead of employing responsible
officers, have adoptad n policy highly injurious and des
sructive to the public service and interest, and deserve«
ing of the censure of this House.

At this point, Mr. SEDGWICK (Rep.), of New York,
sent up the despatch received from Flag Capuain Foote,
by the Secretary of the Navy, informing the latter of the
eapture of Fort Henry. . Applause, both on the floor
aniti }in the gallerics, succeeded the readlng of the dea-

atch.
v The motion, at the earlier stage of the proceedings,
ot thg consideration of the report be postponed till
Tuesdiy I BEXt weuie, arac then agreed to.
Mr. BLAIR (RBep ), of 31380101, 11 vae ¢ha committes of
fe on the disag t of the two Houseson ine
amendments to the bill making the aypropriation for the r'ae
fences of Wasbington, made a report ,which was agreed to.
Tt provides that no volunteers or miiitia, in any State or
Territory, shall be muatered on any termsor conditions, to
continue in service therein, beyond 10,000 in Missouri,
and 4,500 in Maryland, accurding to the former authori-
zation.

Mr. BLAIR explained that the did nothing
with razard to homo tronps in- Kentuelty, fop the yeassn
that the bill on which the raising of them depended was
pending in the Senate.

Several private bills were then passed, when the House
adjcurned till Monday,

THE CITY.

AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

ARCH-STREET THEATRE—Arch street, above Sivth.—
s Aline; or, The Rose of Killarngy ==t Tha Irish Emie
grant.)

WALKUT-8TREET THEATRE—Ninth and Walnat sts,—
s Willie Riley’~—¢ Latest from New York»— Virginia
One hundred Years Ago.”

CONTINENTAL THEATRE—Walnut street, above Eighth,
—*% Unclo Tom's Cabin," )

TexrLe oF WoNpERS—N, E. cornor Tenth and Cheat-
nut streets.—Signor Blitz’s Entertainment. :

ASSEMBLY BUILDING—Tenth street, below Chestnut,—
# Panorama of America and the Great Rebellion.”

SKETCH OF IRON-CLAD VESSELS.

OUR - NEW FR1GATE.

The econetruction of the mammoth iron:clad wae
steamer, by Messrs. Cramp and Son, of Kensington, has
suggested the publication of a brief: historical sketch of
iron-clad vescels in general, togetlier with some few ree
marks 88 o the progress thus {ar made with ouriron-clad
ship in particular,

The great utility of the fron-¢lad ship consists la lis
being able to stand any length of time befors a fortress
and to suatain its fire, which, since the discovery of -the
explosive cannon ball and shells tilled with liquid iron, to
say nothing of red-hnt shot, was looked upon by all navaj
officera as the most hazardous of undertakings. Thers
was 4 time (apd that not long since) when the woodsn
walls of a man-of-war would stand without much injary,
the  fire of the atrongest fortifications. . This was Lefore
seience had endowed the cannon ball with' the faculty of
blowing up and setting fire to any quantity of inHamma-
ble matter. But these dave are over. Instead of the
comparatively harmless globular ball—ths hole of which
nesrly cloges itself—we have now the conical and explo-
give mipsile; which leaves behind it a gap through which
a horse and cart might be driven Who does not recol-
lect the terrible effect they produced at the time of the
Crimean war, when the Russian ficety armed with Paixe
han guns, sunk and burned, in & few hours, the whole
Turkish fleet anchored in the harbor of Sinope?

ORIGIN OF IRON-CLAD VESSELS.

Anpd it wae just this 8i i lisaster that wag destined
to be & brning point in the art of modern milisary wars
fare—thanks to the keen sagacity of Lounis Napoleon,
who from defeat could evoke an insirument of vietory.
Struck with the perilous condition in which the Paixhan
gun had placed his ‘¢ wooden walls,’* he sought & means
of obvinting this danger. Iron-cased ships had been used
by thie French at the siege of Gibraltar ; but us steam had
not yet been applicd to_navigntion, and as they were too
clumsy to obey the wind, they proved to be of very little_|
use, and were finally abandoned. But the dilliculty which
existed fifty years before, having been removed by the
introduction of the modern motive power, there were no
rearons for not renewing the attempt, this time with com-
plete success, .

Accordinglyy a few days after the naval battle of 8i-
nope, he issued a decree. ordering the constructivn of
three iron-clad steamers, which were called La Devasta-
tion, La Lave, and La Tonnante. They were of light
draught, with bombproof decks, and cased with iron all
over, except in the neighbiorhood of the prow. They had
A single range of cannons, placed a little above the water
&dge, with & very low porthole. Thay wara saut t5 ths
Crimea, and co-operated with the Anglo-Freuch fieef, in
front of which they stood on the I4th of October, 1855,
at the bombardment of Kinlmrn, then occupied. by the .
Russians. Buch was the effect of their fire thatin twenly=

i s the enemy was silenced, his gunnera noarly

lution for the payment of the expenses of the
apnointed to inveatigata the military claims in the Dea
partment of the West, 1t was pass .
On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, the bill
to define the pay and emoluments of officers in tte army
whas taken up.
The Senate then adjourned till Monday.

JIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Mr. STEVENS (Rep ), of Pennsylvanis, said that the
United States note bill, passed yesterday, provided for
the payment ¢f the interest on the bonds semsi-annually,
in cpin. This, he snid, was inadvortently iuserted, and
(by the unanimous consent of the House) he, to-day,
amended the bill by striking out these words, leaving it
to the convenience or option of the Treasury Departmont
to pay tha intereat in coin or paper,

Mr. HOLMAN ¢(Dem ), of Judinua, from the Commit.
tee on Government Contracts, reported a joint vosolution
declaring that certain lauds were granted to Missouvi, on
condition that Government troops and militury supplies
be transported over such railroads #s might be construct-
ed from the procesls of thie sales therent, fres of chiarge §
Yty In coneideration of ihe Tt thist the abiity of the
Hanuinat and Bt. Joseph and the Pucific Kailroads has
been gremly impsired by the public ensmy, the Sucreta.
ry of War is authorized to maks such an, arrangement
with these roads for transportation as may be jast and
reasonahle, during the existence of the rebellion: pro-
vided that the charges do not exceed those fixed by the
War Department.

Mr. HOLMAN showed the necessity for the aloption
of the resolution, and maintained that the Governmeut
could not iransport troops, munitions, and supplies as
economically, wers it to take possession of the roads, as
private poarties. :

After o debale, the resslution was recommittad ta tha.
Committeo on Govermment Contracts,

Mr. HOLMAN, from that committee, reported x reso-
lution requesting the Secretary of War to infrm the
House the anounts paid to each of the severat railroad
cempunies for the transportation of troops and supplies,
since the commencement of the present digiculities, 0.
gether with other informution on the sibjoct.

Mr. VAN WYCK (Rep ), of New York, moved that
the Jlouse proceed to the consideration of the repori of
the Cemmittee on Government Coutracts. Reforring to
the tragedy at Baltimoro, on the 19tk day of Aprit, 1461,

five
all killed, his pleces dismounted, and the ramparts thom-
scives partly demolished, This was due to the advanced
porition they occupied in frovt of all other vesseli—n
position which enabled them to aim with more accuracy
nnd to cause greater damage 3 but, before all, it was duo
to the impupity with which they stood: the fire uf the
Russiang, whose shots, falling powerless against their
iren armor, allowed the officers and guuners on board to
At Wit povfost sampanura.
THE APPLICATION OF STEAM TO THEM:

The fact of iron plates resiating the Inryest balls having
been satisfactorily tosted, another problem remained to
be solved. La Devaslation, Lu Lave, and La Tonnente,
having a special object—that of sirving as {loating bat-
teries—had net been built in view of going to seay Yeir
muachipery wan in consequerce siually and of veryiittle
power, and thelr shape roigh and heavy. Ths jdvi ol &
fast-suiling iron-plated vessel had not yot boon readizod §
against it was arrayed the majorvity of the oflicers of the
navy, who did not think it possible for an fron,sieumer
to . pusress the- suhie speed as wooden oves, Theiron
frigate La Gl.ire, 'milt & year after the Crimean war,
showed how grouvdless was their beiiel. L Gloire,
entirely clnd with dron; proved to bo as swift & veassel as
any other vessel of the same burden, and was, besides,
proof against red-hot bullnts. round and conical cannon
balls—in fact, against all kinds of prujoctiles.

CONSTRUOTION OF IRON-CLAD SHIP3 BY
ENGLAYND,

It was not long before Boglind, followlayg the cxanmple
of Kranoe, bailt the Warrior, an. iron-plated vessel of -5
larger sise, and enid to be supexior to fin Gloire. Than.
the Pefence, the Resistance, and the Black Prince, fuls
lowed the Warrior; and six new ships of the same
description wore afterwards ordered, Aud are now ape
proaeking eemplotion: In the Eondon Timess o8 OQga
tober last, we have the following brtef descviption off the
plan of plating ta be purswed iu the case of tho. frigate
Reyal Oak, building at Chatbam :

« The pianking ow which her iron plates wihbe. placad
will be of teak, twelxe inches in thickness, tapering down
to & minimum thickness of five inches, at adapth of five
feot below the water Hné, Tha shjact of baltig tha lioh
plates on teak instead of ork planking is thas the pa.
culiar ofl from the foymer wood is expectsd to act as a

preservative 1o the iron, while the acida from cak plank«

, ing ate found ta bie exceedingly injurious ta iron, on

4

" which they have a singularly destructive effect, The

energy with which the bullding of the Rsyal Dak {s now
carried on leaves little room to doubt that she will be
C"mﬁ""ﬁ' and afloat in very Iittle more than twelve
months,

PROBLEMBS FOR MEN OF BCIENCE.

Buccessful us iron-clad vessels have proven themselyes,
howevwer, it would be wrong to presume that thoy arsnot
still capable of vast jmprovoment. Thoir immense woight
and consequent draught of water has been made a vital
objection to them tn general, The manner in which this
difticulty i avoided, in thu case of our Phiiadelphia Hoate
ing Lattery, is well known to the public; but we shall,
perhaps, refer to it again,

Another problem which scientific men have failed to
satisfactorily solva is ns to the most advantageous method
of aflixing the armor-plates to the vessel, and the best
Tolative positien for them to occnpy with regard to each
other ) for, npon thase twn pointd, experisnes han da-
mopstrated that the resistance of the iron to the shets
very greatly depends. Furthermore, the thickness of
the plates, and the guality of timber to be used in the
vessel's frame, ars subjects which: yet remain to bo deci-
ded—and which can only be decided by n thorough series
of.e.\...-.;‘ t Jucted by of experience and
scientific acaniremonts,

THE KENSINGTON FRIGATE.

By the terms of the contract entered into with the
Nuvy Dopartment, by Menssrs. Morrick and Son, of S8outhe
watk, our Philadelphia frigate i to be completed by the
15th of next July. It is not probable that the unfavora-
ble weuther of the past month will delay her bayond that
term; Bithongh whan wa visited Mesars, Oramp's ship.
yard yerterduy, a dosolute stretch of snow, covering tim-
ber, vessel, workshops—everything—was pointed to,
with the nccompanying romark, that it. ¢ would cost fws
hundred dollars fo clear thal qway, before the shipe
wrights could resume their work.

Even in the suows.storm. however, the vessel had 8
noble, massive look, that drew many wpectators. about
her, There was eomething wouderlully imprensive in her
vast size, that made the mén wha elimbiad up giddy lade
ders to her bulwarks lovk more like Lilliputiang than thee
world-fameil “Philadelphia mechanica-that they werej
There was, lkewise, something wondorfully inisressive
in her vast weight, go that many visitors wondered that
sha had not driven lier propsinto the ground through tan
snow, I{ke 8o many teutrplns, and many others wonderoil
how . many men would bLe killed the day she wag
launched—as though It wers merely a question of num-

bets.
THE MYSTIC FRIGATE AND THE PHILADEL.
PHIA FRIGATE.

Much having beon written of the new iron-armed fri-
gate building at Mystic, Counceticut, we annex thes lol-
lowing detnils respecting heri Sha in to he thoroughly
iron ciad, and will have & new pattern of port-holss
which bave given rise to great expectations, She will
draw not less thun ten normore than ksixtoen feet of wa-
ter. She will have no beak projecting under water {n
front of her prow, and is, therefore, not intended ay a
ram, to run down vessels at sea. She will ba armed
with a small howsprit, made of {ron, to project fopward,
and her bow will be cased and mude extremely sirong
and, in whataver position placad, she will pressnt no=
thing but curved Iines. As to her armament, it has no¢
yet been decided upon; but, in all  probability, she will
carry two pivot rifiel guna of the largest calibre—say
eighty . pounders-—-and twelve thirty-two pouuders, also
ritfled, Thewe pleces will ba 8o disposad that no one will
be obliged to stand on the upper dock when the action
will take ylace.* Bhe i to ba of 1,000 tons burden, and
will weigh three thousand tous.

Our Kensington frigate is to be 3,500 tons burden.
Her armument, we believe, has not yet been fully deter-
mined, but slie will carry at least 18 guns of eleven-inch
hore, and will, doubtiess, have several deck pivot guns.
Notwithetanding her immense weight, she has heen so
modelled a8 to draw but fifteen fest of water, basidog
having the additional advantage of greator stendiness in
n heavy sea.  She i8 two hundred and thirty feet long,
sixty feet beam, twenty-five feet hold, and will have
three full decks.

THE NEW FRIGATE'S ARMOR PLATES,

‘When the constriction of the frigate was broached, a
doubt wan oxpreased as to the ability of our iron manue
facturers to turn out plates of suffoient aize for the purs
pose. It is a legitimate cause of Stute pride that this
doubt has been most successfully confuted. We are in-
formed that in & short. time Pennsylvania forges could
turu out a sufficient number of these plates to fortify

y very vesaelin the navy. .
«JThe plates have been designed by Messrs. I. P, Morrie
& Cow and are being made by the Brlatol Forge Compas
ny; and by DMesers. Bailey; Brown; snd Com pany, of
Plitshurg.. They are fifteen feet long, twonty-eight and
a Lalf, aud thirty and a half inclies wide, and four inches
in thickuess, A hammer, weighing two and o half tons,
1s employed in their manufacture.

No fears need be entertained as to the sufficiency of
their thickness. By uxpufimont it hnslbeeu ascertained
thiut platen brut one inch thick bave resisted sannon balls
of two hiundred pounds weight Irom an Armstrong rifled
gun, 'The only effect of this tremendous missile hag
lieen to loosen the plates, but in no case to penetrate
them.

From the forge the plates are transferred to the foun=
dry, where they are sepnrasoly. planed by the most
pawopfil Josepiptivn of wnshisery. In this maoner
their eurfaces and ends are made smooth, stralght, and
of the cxact dimensions—the latter, at the samo time,
bLeing grooved with u wortice and lennon joint, as in the
caee of an ordinary flonring-board. This groove is one
ineh in width, and half an inch in depth, The entire
casing of the vessel will thus be fitted tozether, and thera
will be no belts, rivets, nor crevices upon: its exterior
faca to. be battered or broken by an enemy’s projectiies.
Interiorly the plates are attached to the woodeu frame by

means of screws.
ARRANGEMENT OF TIE PLATEI-THEIR
WEIGHT, E10,

They will extend four feet below the water-line, and
eighty-five feet fore and nft of the centre-line, making
one hundred and seventy feet of planking, wThe iron i
to come up ta a ling with the spay-dsak, abava which
there will be a light rail,  The sides of the ship, with a
view to cause the shots to glanee, have an angle of thirty
degrees, from three feet ubove the load-linea.

The weight of the frigate, with such a coat of mail ag
this encasing her, will, of course, be scmething enormous.
Ve are assured, huwever, that it wili be less than that of
the Knalish steeliplated frigata Warrior, the sides of
which are two feet thres inches in thickness, Of this the
steel-plates are five inchoa thick : tho wooden framework,
of course, occupies the remuining twouty-two iuches,

HER MACHINERY, SPEED, ETC.

The machinery will be of the satie setisral descelption
A8 thut of & Brat-ciasy sjoop+OT-war; the wmain oxception
Leing that she will have four boiiors and a ¢ blower."
The latter i3 a mechauical coutrivauce which is intre
duced for the purpose of making the boiler steam, in cass
the emokesstack shou.d be shot away or dumaged by any
accident, It wutks upon the priaciple uf producisg o
dynught by the comprersion of air; rnd wilt be found Rn ina
valuable adjunct of the machinery,. The entite vesdel is
heing constructed under the careful supervision of Mr.
Henry Hoover, Naval Conetructor. The construction of
her machinery haa Leen cntrusted to Mr ¢, K, Wood,
Chief Engineer, than whom there is none more capabls
for the responeible duty., She will have two very pow-
apful aspines, angd one lurge bravg yeapelier wheol.

In the matter of speed, it is calculnted that she will be
able to « hold her own® with any craft with which she
may have vcension to measure lengtha, She in to be pro-
rellud at the rate of ien knota an hour, so that it would
secmt the advantsges of lier enormous size have not been
obifained by any alarming sacrifice of that most umportant
consideration—speeds  Nuvertholeas, 34 is truey in gene=
ral, that the fact of - & ship.-of-wur veing no louger rated
according to the number of guns she carries, would seom
tu settle the yuestion of speed in fuyor of small vessels,

The crew of the frignte will consist of one hundred and
fifty men. Her launch will certainly take place (unless
muany weferegeen circumstance should arise to deter it)
before the cloge 0F QUIy.: Muls law all {u all, abs {3 tho
moat creditable gpucimon of naval trehitartiite that our
shipwrigets have ever placed together, and a most glo.
rious caréer awaits her,

A correspondent, versed in maritime matters; sonds us
the following suggestive communication
AN ABLE COMMUNRICATION ON THE SUBJECT.

Every one has poad; eayg he; far the lnst fow years, of
the progress of experiments in steel-p'ated men-of-war,
and we have had derniled accounts of Knelish aad Franch
ships, and. elaborate discussiong o1 th:ir comyparative
merits. The testimony seems to be conc'usive, that this
plating is to change the character of all navies; in fact,
that a navy of wouden ships is no louger a navy worth
having. if they ara to ba onposed to sterlacled shipr. Tt
neemd to Lo setticd thing, that steel plates of 4)¢ inches
in thickvess, avd properly backed, will withstand the
100.pounder Armstrong gun at point-blank range, The
vessels, plated on their sides, are generally protecied vn
decks by a eovering, which is intended to ahed any shaet
yhich may strike. Desidos these deslrable qualitles, the
#hips have protection [or riflemen,  In tho great stavens
battery the men serving the guns are to accomplish theie
duty by the aid of mechanisn, which allows them to re-
nain in a place of perfect security. Assuming all this to
be true, and we believe it to be trus, it followa that,
unless guns ean: be so improved ay to advance in eapa-
bitley of destructivenves in proportion as materiat 11 com«
bibed to resist theit powny, all firing at u ship provided
with 1he moat appreved armor would Le a mere waste of
amniuuition, A sbip so protectid, and armed, us iae
tended, with the heaviest cannon, is not only a fortificae
tion, but itisa liue of forts: it is more—it ia a perfect line
of caircumvallation:  If such a shipd in action, should
Progress two‘mues, it would ba syval, If not to a tortifica-
tion of that length, at any rate it wonld be equal to a
fortification not much less, and might bo enual to much
more, from capability of locomotian. Bauch & ship could
dest!l‘;)y any number of wooden ships which might be op=
posed.

ENCACEMENT BBT%EEN TW0 IRON-CLAD
SH1PS.

Another reflection is snggested by the adoption of
armor for ships, How is a steel-plated ship to engage
a stecl-pluted ship 2 - Their guns can do no execution onx.
each other, and sailors, marines, and everything dee
structible are under cover. Whatis to he done when
siich ships, IF hostlle, maet 1 Ars thioy 15 talits and 7a-
tire in search oi smaller fry, or are they to fight { - I they
fight, it would be the combat of two Achilles, without
even vulpnerable heels, TIf thesa ships are sll that{s
claimed for them, there are but two ways for them to
epgage cach other—either to sheer offy and, like two
kunights at tournament, charge eacli other, when the pros
Bability {s that bath wonld ps down ¢ or olaa:ts elags and
board, when victory would ‘depend; not uponr the iuvul-
nerability of the ships, nor upon the enlibre of their
guns; and yet that is what these ships are built for, It
followe that u eteel-clad ship conld not protees a convoy
of ordinary transports ngalust ihe attack of unother
steel-clad ship. ‘FThe protector could ide noiling but
withu e the doatrnstion of hig convay. Tt raculta, thon,
that a steel-clad ship is useful ouly ns oppousd to wooden
ones or fortifications. .

IRON-CLAD: SHIPS TO: PROTECT IFARBORS.

It geems to me that the peculiar provinceof steel-clad
ships is the protection of harbors, The enemy could
never muke alanding in their presencs, unless wesipposs
the whole of his foroes to be embarkedion similer vessels,
which is impossible with the most wealthy nation, or
unless we suppose the force-to be a-very smuoll one. A
single steel. clnd ship issning from a harbor,. nnd encoun-
tering a ficet of transports, however woll protected, could
destroy them. For the Jdétence- of & liarbor, if « steels
alnd chip anasusters o sindlng oua, tha ssmbatants who
porsess tho shore would have: an immense-ndmnlage, in
the Rbility which they would have to put such masses
of men on their ships as to overpower all resistance {u an
attempt to board the other. It is easily neen, then, that
the protection of harb srs and coasts is the true sphere for
thewaction of steel-clud ships, - Ve caunotbe too eager to
provida this pyotusting.  Govornmont itag so far had ita
attention entirely taken up with a pressing need for gun-
Donts, It has done well—it-has-done- wonders ; but ano-
ther need as pressing hasarisen for steel-vluo\i ships for
our harbors. Let us have forts, but lot-us-have floating
steel forts, too. Thoy are forts that donot require work-
men to be seat to a-certain poiut to erect them, but forts
built wheraver men and material are-at hond and to ba
stationed where vorneeded, * Such forts might sail soon
enuugh to hold a:Southern harhor, when there would not
have been time to gain & foothold to throw uwp more than
a single breastwork, Withu such forts the harbor of
Charleston ean be taken, and-only by such:forta.

STEAM AS A MEANS OF DEFENCE.

Tt has occurred to us frequently, that an arrangement
in war steamers might be mude, by whick hose playing
boiling water might-be directed on_an enemy in-an at-
tempt to boarl him, or to repsl a bearding attack. I
think the same thing applieable tu nll' regularly con=
structed fortifications of masonry, wherever the ground
aidmits of ah atlempt-to storin & bEedch. of to encilade,
It would be fou much to expect of humas nature, that it
woull board a. ship or mniount & breach under a
stream of hoiling wuter thrown.from an ongine,

Need it be said that if-our views are correct, Delaware
bay nnd river could. bo: well: protectsd by n stesl-clad
ship—a fort one hundred milea long, cotnting fren the
mouth of the bay to the eity aof Philadelphia?

A B N

Viovarivg. A State Law.~Willlam H. Ni-
cholz, who keeps nn omployment offico, at No. 106 north
Froct street, was arrostedi yeaterday a'ternoon, upon &
wariant irsued by the Mayor, for & violation of the State
law prohibiting the enli t-of men for military orgae
nizations vuteide the.limits of the Commonwesith. He
Was also chargad with fodusiug suinars ts aulist withsae
thie consunt of their pvenbs,  Nichols had handbille
imsued deriring five hundred mew for the Maryland Homa.
Gusrd, - and offoring £100 Lounty, The casd was heard
by Mayor Henrv.. The evideuco showed that the sons of
M George Btockhoan, and Samnel Sabin, both undge

eiahteon ¥ nirs of-age, had been sent off by Nichals.

“Reung Subin tobl hin fadber that he win aning vet o

got work. The accueel was hald it ril to anawer

1 &S
ab court, and in defautt was committed,

e —— i
CoLLEcTION Or STATE AnrMs.—Captsdin, O
Raily is in the city engaged in collocting the arms bes
longing to tho State. Ho is acting nnder thevorders of
tho Adjutast Genowal of tlia Btate.  Onptain Baily wilk
remunin in the city about two weeks, and, duriag his stoy,
wli be located at No, 1118 Callowhill strect. He hag
been engnged for some time, in different paris of the
Rtate, in gathering thu muskots owned by Venpsylvanin

e et
Damisa Tuerr,—"The siwelling of Mr, Honry
Cox, at MIill und Cumberland atrooty, in. Germantown,
was entered, on Thuraday ufternoon, apd robbed of two
shawls and other wearing apparal, The thief entored
through tho front door, which hygdinccidentatly beon loft
wnlastensd, Mrs. Cox heard somie movewwnts in the
louse, as she supposed, bt alk the deors wore locked.
—

- L —

Derences or tHR Curvo—The amount ex-
pended by the CommMtes ou the I 6f nco nad Protection
of the City, during the past week, was $302.40. A por, .
tion of this sum was for tho purciwse of howltzers,



