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Sin ¢ Your sopfidential noto of the 15tk of No-
vember. pot marked as a despateh, has been sub-
-nitted to the President. and I hasten to reply to it
n time for tho Wednesday’s mail. .

No minister ever spoke or acted moroe wisely in 8
ori5i8 which exeited deep publie slicitude than
you did on the oceasion of the Lord Mayor’s din-
ner. We are impressed very favorably by Lord

. Palmorcton’s convereation with yan.  You spsks
{ the simple fact when you told him that the life of
1his insurrection is sustained by its hopes of recog-
_ nition in Great Britain and in France. It would
~ perish in pinety days if thoge hopes shonld eonzs.
I T have never for 8 moment believed that such a re.
| cogrition could take place without producing im-
| mediately a war between the United States and all
, the recognizing Powers, I have not supposed it
possibje that the Brifish Government could fail to
| 3ee this; and at the same time I have sincerely
{ believed the British Government must, in its in~
most heart, ba as averse from such s war as T know
this Government is. :

T am sure that this Government has carefully
avoided giving any cause of offence or irritation to
Great Britain. But it has seemed to me that the
British Government hag bheen inattentive to the eur-
rents that seemed to be bringing the two countries
into collision. * k] * *

1 infer from Lord Palmerston’s remark that the
British Government is now awake to the importance

' of averting possible conflict, and disposed to confer
and act with earnestness to that end. If so, we are

The Trext then stopped, 2ud an officer with alarge
armed guard of marines boarded her. The officor
said he had orders to arrest Messrs. Mason, Slidell,
McFarland, and Eustis, and had sure informsation
that they were passengers in the Trent. While
some purley was going on upon this matter, Mr.
Slidell stepped forwarg and said to the American
ﬂﬁil!l!!_' thet tha fsur pérsons he had named wore
standing beforo him. The Commander of the Trent
and Commander Williams protested against the act
of taking those four passengers out of the Treat,
they then being under the protection of tha Brirish
flag. But the San Jecinto wag at this time only
two bundred yards distant, her ship’s company at
quarters, her ports open and townpions out, and &0
resistance was outof the question. The four per-
sous before named were thon forcibly taken out of
the ship. A further demand was made that the
commander of the Trent should proceed on board
the Sen Jacinto, but hesaid he would not go un-
lasa fdi‘éibly coxnpé"g& “kewis’c, and this demand
was pot insisted upon.

Upon this statement Earl Ruseell remarks that it
thus appeurs that certain individuals have been for-
cibly tuken from on board a British vessel, theship
of a nentral Powey, while that vessel was pursatog
a Jawful and innocent voyage, an act of violence
which was an affront to the British flag and a viola-
tion of international law. . ]

Batl Russell noxv says that her Mnjesty’s Go-
vernment, bearing in mind the friendiy relations
which have long subsisted between Gireat. Britain
and the United States, are willing to. believe that
the pavul officer who commiwed this aggression
was not acting in compliance with any authority
from his Government, or thut, if ho conceived him-
solf to be so authorized, he greatly misanderstood
the instructiona whieh he had reasived.

Earl Russell argues that the United States must
be fully aware that the British Governicent conld
not allow such an affront to the nativnal honor to
page without full reparation, and they are willing
to believe that it could not be the deliverate inten-
tion of the Government of the -United States un-
necessarily to force into discussivn between the two
Governments a_question of so grave a charaoter,
and with regard to which the whole British nation
would ‘be sure to entertain such unanimicy of
feeling.

Euarl Russell, ;egting upon the statement angd the
argoment which I have thus recited closes with
saying that her . Majesty’s Government trust that
when this matter shall have been broaght under
the consideration of the Government of tho United

| States, it will, of ita own asasord, ~ffas to tha Beitish

Government sach redress 23 alone could satisfy the

_British pation—namely, the liberation of the four

prisoners taken from the T'rent, and their delivery
o your lordship. in order that they may again be
placed under | British -protection, and a suaitable
apology for the aggression which bas_been com-
mitted. - Earl Russell finally instruets you to pro-
pose those terms to me, if I should not first offer
ibero on thie part of the Government.

a This despatch has Leen submitted to the Presi-

ent.

The British Government has rightly conjecturad,
what it I #ow iy duty to state, that Capr. Wilkes,
in conceiving and executing the proceeding ‘in
question, acted upon his own suggestions of duty
without sny direction or instruction, or even fore-
knowledge of it on the part of this Guvernment.
No directions had been given to him, or any other
naval officer, to_srrest the four persons named. or
any of them, on the ZTrent, or on any other British
vesgel, or on_any other neutral vessel, at the place
where it oceuired, or elsewhere. Tle Brirsh Go-
vernment will justly infer from these facts that the
United States not only have had no purpose, but
even ne thought of forcing into discussion the

. question which has arisen; or any other which

conlit affeet in any way the sensibilities of the Bri-
tish nation.

Tt is true that & round shot was fired by the San
Joamnto from her pivet sun whon the Trent was
distantly spproaching. But, as the facts have boen
reported to this Govercment, the shot was never-
iheless intentionally fired in a direction sn obviously
divergent from the cource of the Tang as ts ba
guite as harmless as a blank shot, while it should
be regarded as a signal.

Bo. also wo.learn that the Trem¢ was not &
proaching the San Jacinto slowly when the shell
Wwas fired aeross ber bows, but, on tha contrary, the
Trent wae, or teemed to be, moving under a full
Lead of steam, as if with a purpose to pass the San

i Jacinto.

We are informed - also that the boarding offleer
(Lieut. Fairfax) did not board the Trenz witha
large armed guard, but he left his marines in his
boat when he entered the Trent. He stated his ins
structions from Capt. Wilkes to search for tha four
persons naxed, in a respectful and courteous though
decided manuer; and he agked the captain of the
Trent to show his passenger list, which was refused.
The lieutenant. as we are informed, did not employ
absolute force in transferring the passengers, but he

: uged just so much a3 was necessary to satisfy the

disposed to meet them in the game spirit, as & na- :
-tion chiefly of British lineage, s=ntimeuts, and sym- |

pathies—a civilized and humane nation, a Christian : 1 | .
i Trent was not at any time or in any way required
* 0 go on board the

people.
Since that conversation was held, Captain Wilkes,

in the steamwer San Jacinte, has brarded a British °

+ -gglonial steamer, and taken from her deck two in.
-gurgents. who were proceeding to Europe on an er-
rand of treason against their own country. Thisis

. a new incident, unknown to and unforeseen, at

i east in its circumstances. bv Lord Palmerston. It

' is to be met and dispesed of by the iwo Govern-

; ments, if possible, in the spirit to which I have ad-

! -yerted. Lord Lyons has prudantly refrained from

| opening the mbjest to me. se [ prestiie walting

| jpstructions from home. We have dope nothing on

, the subject to anticipate the discuseion, and we
hava not furniched you with any axplunutions.” Wa
adhers to that ecurse now. beeause we think it
more prudent that the gronud taken by the British
‘Government should be first male known to us

hera; and that the discussion, if there must be one,
| shall be bad here, It is proper, however, that you

" should know one fact in the case without indicating
that we attach importance to it, namely, that, in

the capture of Messrs. Mason and Slidell on board

it g tain Willzes baving astad with- |
a Rritich vectsl, Gaptain Wille < the articles of the declaration made by the Congress of

_ smhject is, therefore, free from the embarrassment : Paris in 1856—namely, that the neutral or friendly

out any instruct'ons from the Government, the

-which might have reculted if the act had been spe-
¢ially directed by us. :

T trust that the British Government will consider
the subject in a friendly temper, and it may ex-

arties concerned that refusal or resistance would
e unavailing.
So, also, we are informed that the captain of the

an Jacinto.
These modifications of the case as presented by

© Commander Williams ase based wupon our official

roports.
I bave now to remind your lordship of some

. facts which doubtlessly were omitted by Ear! Rus-

sell, with the very proper and hecoming motive of
sllowing them to bé brotight into the case, oo the
part of tbe United States, in the way most satis-
factory tv this Government. These fuots are that,
at the tima the trananstion  sceurred,. ah idsitrec-
tion was existing in the United States, which this
Government Wwas engaged in suppressing by the
employment of 1and and naval furees s that in ra-

- gard:to this domestic strife the United States con-
. sidered Great Britain as & friendly Power, while

she had assumed for herself the attitude of 8 nen.

. tral ; and that Spain was considered in the same
: %g_hj,_ and had assumed the sawe altitude as Great
- Briwain,

It had been settled by correspondence that the
United - States axd Great: Britain mutaslly re-
cognized a8 applicabla to this loeal strife thesy tws

flag should cover enemy’s gouds not contrabund of
war, and that neutral goods not contraband of wur
are uot liable to capture under an euemy’s.flag,

: These exceptions of contraband from favor were a

pect the best disposition on the part of this Go- -

~vernment.

Although this is & confidential unote, I shallmot
-ohjeet to your resding it to Earl Rnssell and Lord

Pulimerston, if you daem it sxpsdisnt.
am, sir, your cbedient servant,
WiLLiay H. SEwARD,

EARL RUSSELL TO TLORD LYONS.
Foreicy OFFICE, November 30, 1861.
‘Tae Louwp Lyoxs, K. C. B., &e.. &c., &c.
" My Lorp : Intelligence of a very grave nature
-has reached her Majesty’s Government.
This intelligence was conveyed officially to the
. knowledge of the Admiralty by Commander Wil-
; Tinms, ngent for mails on board the contraststeamer

“Trent. }
Tt appears, from the létter of Commander Wil-

negative acceptance by the parties of the rule
hitharts avary whers pacognized 23 & part of the
law of nations, that whatever is contraband is liable
to eapture and confiscation in all eases.

Jamoe M. Magon and K. J. MeFarlind avs siti-

" zens of the United States and residents of Virginia.

John Slidell and George Eustis are citizens of the
United States and residents of Louisiuna.

: well known at Havana when thess partics ems
- barked in the Trent that James M. Mason was pro-

cceding to Englard in the aff-cted chuaracter of a

" Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of St. James,

liams, dated “Royal Mail Contract Packet Trent,

st sea, November §," ther the Trens left Havana
on the 7th instant, with Her Mnjesty’s mails for
‘Epgland, having on board pumerous passengers.
. Commander Willinma etnteg that chortly after noon
.on the 8th, & steamer, having the appearance of a
man-of-war, but not showing colovs, was observed
_-ghend, Onnmearipg her af 110 P. M., she fired &
round shot, from her pivot gun, across the bows of
the Trent, and showod American colors. While
the rens was approaching her slowly, the Aweri-
*.pan versel diccharmsed a sholl noross the haws of the
Trent. explodingimlf a cable’slength ahead of her.
i The Trent then stopped. and an oficer. with a large
| :armed guard of marmes, boarded her. The officerdes
‘% manded a ligt of the passengers ; and complianes with

under 'a pretended commission from
Dayvis, who had assumed to be President of the in-
surrectivnary party in the United States, and E J,
McFarlapd was going with him in a like uureal
character of Seceretary of Legation to the pre.
tended mission.

John Slidell, in similar eircumstances. was going *
to Duris ae & pf'eléﬁdérl waibister to the Emperor of i

- the French, and George Eustis was the chosen seo-

this demand boing refused, the officer said he had or- .

ders 10 nrrest Mesers. Muson. Slideil, McFuyriano,

their being passengers in the Trewe. While some

parley was going o upon 1his matter, Mr, Slidell
-stepped forward and told the American officer that

before him. The commander of the Trent and

taking by force out of the Trent these four passen-
. , then under the protection of the Bridsh flag.
%ut the San Juanto was at that time only two
-hundred yurds from the Trent, her ship’s company
at quarters, her ports open, and tompions out.
.Resistance was therefore out of the question, and

taken out of the ship. A further demand was
made that the command.r of the Z%ent should

-and thisd i wag not i d upon.

hoon foreibly talren from on board s British vasssl,
the ship of a neutral Power, while such vessel wus

-and & violation of internavional law.
Her Majesty’s Governwent, beariog in mind the
friendly relations which have loug subsisted be-
' tween Great Britaln and the United Stutes, are wil-

who committed the aggression was not aeing in
[eumplinnee with any anthority from kis Quessn-
. ment, or thatif he conceived himself to be so au-
thorized he greatly misunderstood the instructions
which he had received. For the Government of
‘the United States must bs fully aware that the
" British Government conld not allow such an affront
to the national honor to pags without full repara-
tion ; aud her Majesty’s Goverzmenpt are unwilling
- to believe that it conld be the deliberate intention
-of the Bovernment of the United States unnecessa-
rily to force into discussion, between the 1wo Go-
vernments, & question of so grave a character, and
‘with regard to which the whole British nation
would bo sure to eatertain such unanimity of feel-

ing.

%er Masjesty's Government, therefore, trust that
when this matter shall have been brought under
the consideration of the Government of the United
$tates, that Government will, of its own accord,
offer to the British Government such redress as
alone 2ould satisfy the PBriiish nation—namely,
the liberation of the four gentlemen and their de-
livery to your lordship, in order that they may
egain be placed under British protection, and a
guitable apolo%y for the aggression whieh hag
been committed.

Shonld these terms not be offered by Mr. Seward,
you will propose them to bim

You are atliberty to read this despatch to the
Becretary of State, and, if he shall desire it, you
wiil gi\'eI him a copy of it

am, &e., RUSSELL.

ME. SEWARD TO LORD LYONS.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Wasninarow, December 26, 1861.
uE RigAT HOXORABLE Lonp Livoxns, &e., ko, &e.
My Lorp : Earl Russell’s despatch of November
the 30th, a copy of which yeu have left with me at
my request, is of the following effeat. namely :
That g letter of Commander Witliams, dated
oyal Mail Contraet Packet-bout Trexnt, at sea, No-
ember 9, states that the vessel left Mayana on the
th of Nevember, with her Majesty’s mails for Epg-
and, having on board pumerous passengers. Shortly
fter noon, on the 8th of November, the United
iates war steamer Sar Jucirnto, Qaptain Wilkes,
ot showing colors, was observed ahead. That
tesmer, on being neared by the Trent, at
ne o'elselr fifteon minntes In the ufeapnsss,
red a round shot from o pivot gun across her
ows, and showed American colors. While the Trent
asapproacking slowly tuwards theSan Jacinto she
irchiarged a shell acrosg the Trenf’s hows,
hick cxploded at half a cable’s length before her.

and Dnstis, and that he had sure information of

the four persons he had named were then standing

-Oommander Willlams protested agalnst the actof

It thus appears that certain- individuals have !

cretary of legation for that simulated mission
The fact that these peraons had sesnmed saeh eha:

racters has been sinee avowed by thesame Jefforson !
Davis in apregended message to au unlawful and °

insurrectionary Cougress. - IV was, a3 we think,
rightly presumed  tbat these ministers .bore pree
tended credentiuls and instructions, snd such pa-

ers are, in the Jaw, known as déspatches.  We are
informed by our comsul at Paro that thasa de-
spatches, having eseaped the search of the Trent,
were actually conveyed and delivered to emissaries
of the insurroction in England. - Although it ia not
essential, yet it is proper to state, as I do alio upon

informatien and belief, thut the owner and agent,

and all the officers of the Trent, including the com.
mander, Williams, had knowledge of the assumed
characters and purposes of the persons befure

nemed when they embnrked on that vessels

Your lcrdship will now perceive that the oase be- |

fore us, instead of presenting & merely fagrant act

of violence on the part of Captain Wilkes, as might .
well be 1nfeited from the lncomplete atatement of it i
that went up to the DBritish Guvernment, was un. :

- dertaken as a simple legul ‘and customary bellige-
" rent procceding by Captain Wilkes to .arrest and

capture a neutral vessel engaged in carrying con-

' traband of war for the use and benefit of the insur-

the four pentlomen bofore numod wers forsibly -

- the law of nations.
' proceed on board the Sun Jaeinto. but ho said he
~would not go unless forcibly compelied likewise, :

gents. R .

The question before vs is, whether this prosead-
ing was authorized by and condueted according to
t involves the following-in-

uiries :

1st. Were the persons named and their supposed
despatches contraband of war ?

2d. Might Captain Wilkes lawfully stop and
goavoh tha Tpans for thass asntpsband pétsons and

. despatches ?

pursning a lawful and ionocent voysge—aa act of
violence which was an affront to the British flag P

ling to beliove that the United States naval officer :

3d. Did he exercise that right in. a lawful and
roper maponer ?-
4th. Haviog found the contruband -persons on
board and - in presumed possession of the.contra-
bandgdespatchcs, had he & right to capture the per-
song <

5th. Did he: exercise: that right of capture in
the manner allowed and recognized by the law of

i natiops?

If all these inguiries shall be resolved in the

i affirmative, the British Government will have no

claim for reparation. ‘

I address myself to the first inquiry—nemely,
were the four persons mentioned; and their supe
posed despatches, contraband ?

Maritime law so geuerally deals, a3 its professors
say, 22 rem, that is, with preperty, and so seldom
with persons, that it scems a _straining of the term
contrabaud to apply it to them. Duc persons, as
well as° property, may become contraband, since
the word means broadly * contrary to proclamation;
probibited, illegal, umiawiul,” .

All writers and judges . pronounce naval or mili-
tary persons. in the service of the epnemy eontra-
band. Vattel says war allows us to cut off from
an cnemy il his resources, and to hinder him from
sending  ministers to soiicit: assistance.. And Sir
William Scott says Jou may smlg the ambassador
of your enemy on his passage. Despatchesare not
less clearly coutraband, and the bearers or couriers
who undertake to carry them fall under the same
condemnation,

A subtlety might ba raised whether pretended
ministers of an usurping Power, not recognized as
legal by either the belligerent or the neutral, could
be held to be conh-abnng. But it would disappear
on beibg subjected to what i3 the true test in all
cases—namely, the spirit of the law. Sir William
Seott, speaking of civil.magistrates who wars nr-
rested and detained a8 gontraband, says:

¢ It appesrs to me on principle to bo but reasonable
that when it iy of gufficlent importance to the enemy
that ruch ~persons: shall be sgnt out on the publia
service at the public expense, if should afford equal
ground of forfgiture agninst the vessel that may be
let out fur & purpose so intimately comnested with
the hostile operations.”

I trust that I have shown that the four por-
zons whe wera talién from the Y'reni by Caupiain
Wilkes, and their despatches, wore contraband of
war.§
+'The second ~Imquiry i8, whether Captain Wilkes
had o right, by the law of nations, to detein and
search tha Trent? '

The Trent; though she garried mails, was & con-
tract or merchani vessel-—a common carrier for
bire.. Maritime law knows only three classes of
vessels—vessels of war, revenue vessels, and mer.
chunt vessels. The Tremr tulls wirhin the inster
cluss. Whatever disputes have existed concerning
n right of visitation or search in time of penca,
none, it is suppased, has euletad is modevn trads
shout the right of a belligcrent in timo of war to
capture contruband in neuwal and even friendly

It was

efforson !

merchant vessels, and of the right of visitation and
gearch, in order to determine whether they are
neutral, and are dogcumented as such accsrding to
the law of natiens.

T sgsume, in the present case, what.as I read
Britieh autborities, is regarded by Great Britain
herself az true maritime law ; thatthe circumsta.ce
that the L'renc was proceeding from & neutral port
to another neutral port does not modify the right of
the belligerent captor.

The third question is, whether Capt. Wilkes ex-
eroized the right of s2a¥¢k in o lawful end preper
manper ?

pussed away Lefore the modifieutiuns of that state-
ment which I bave already submitted.

found the suspeeted contrgbund of war on hoar
the Zrew, hod Gaptain Wilkes & right to capture
the sume ?

Such a capture is the chief, if not the only re-
cognized, object of the permitted visitation and
scarch.. The principle of the law i3 thatthe byl-

traband persons or things frem applying themselves
or being applied to the hostile uses or purposes de-
signed. The law is so very liberal in this respoct
that when contraband 18 found on board 8 neutral
veasel, not only is the contraband forfeited; but the
vessel, which is the vehicle of its pussage of trans-
portation, being tainted, also becowos oontraband,
angd is subjected to capiure and eonfiscation.

Only .the fitth questiony remning—pamely, Did
Cuptain Wilkes exercise the right of capturing the
contraband in conforwity with the law of nations?

It ie just here that the diffcultics of tho gase be-
gin. ‘What is the manner which -he law of nations
preseribes for disposing of the contraband when
you have found and seized it on bourd of the neu-
tral veseel? Tho answer wowld beo  cusily found if
the question were. what you shall do wilh the oon-
trabaud veszel. You must take or-send herinto s
copvenient port, and subject her to a judieial prose-
cution thers in admiralty, whish will {ry and . de-
cide tho quesiions of belligerency, neutrality, con-
trsbard, “and ' capture.. -Se, again, you wonld
premptly find the same answer, it the guestion
were, What is tbe munner of proceeding prescribed
by the ]aw of pations in regard to the coatraband,
it i't. be property or things of material or pecuniary
value ?

But the guestion here concerns the mode of pro-
sedtire in vegard, not to the vessel thut was ¢urry-
ing the contraband, nor yet to contraband- things
which worked tbe forfeiture of the vessel, but to
cor:trabend persons.

The books of law are dumb _Yet the question is
as important as it is difficult. * First, the bulligarent
eaptar-has a right to prevent the contraband officer,
soldier, sailor, minister, messenger, or courier from
procecding in his unlawful voyage and reaching the
destined soene of his injurious service. But, on the
other hand, the person captured may be innoccat—
that is, be mey not be contraband. He, therefore,
has & right to a fair trial of the accusation agninst
bim. The neurral State that has takeu bhim under
its flag, is bound to proteet him if he is not contra-
band, snd. is therefore entitled to be satistied upon
that important quéstivn.  The faith of that State is
pledged to his sufety, if innecont; as its justice i
pledged to his surrendey if he is really contrub.d.
Here are couflicting “claims, involving. persoual
liberty, life, bouvor, and duty. Hero are conflicting
pational claims, involying welfu»re, safety, bouor,
and cmpire.  They require u trivunnl and & trinl,
The captors and the captured are equals; the neu-
tral and the belligerent Stute are equals.

While the law anthorities were found silent, it
was sugoested at an early day hy this Quvarnment
that you should tako the captured persons iute a
convenient port and institate. judicial proceedings
there to try the controversy. DBut only courts of
admiralty Luve jurlsdiction in maritimo cases, and
these courts have formulas to try ouly claims’ to
coptraband cohattels, but none to try claims con-
cerning contrsband persons. The courts ean en-
tortain »o prosscdings and render no judgmentin
favor of or against the alleged contrabaud men.

It was replied a}l this is truo, bat youn can reach
in those courts a decision which will have the moral
woight of a judieial one by 2 eirsuitone prosseding.
Convay thasuspested men, togethor with the sus-

whether tbe vessel is contraband. You can prove
traband, and the conrt must then dotermine the

veesel to be contraband. If the men ave not con-
traband the vessel will escape condemnation. . Still,

! there is no judgment for or ngainat tha eunplured

| percons. - But, it was assumed that there would re-
¢ sult from the determination of the ocourt ooncerning
the vessel A legal certainty concerning tha charastor
of the men.

objections. = It elevates the incidental inferior pri-
paramsount public one, and possibly it muy make
1he fortunes, the safety, or the existence of a nation
depend on the necidents of a merely personal and
pecuniary litigation. Moreover, when the judgment
of the prize eourt upon the lawfuloess of the cap-
ture of the veesel ia rondered, it _reully ooncludes
rothing, and binds neither the belligorent State nor
1he neutral upon the great question of the dispasi-
tion to be made of the captured contraband per-
sons. That question is still to bo really determined,
if at all, by diplomatic rrrangement or by war.
One may well express his surprise wnen told that
the 1aw of pations has furnished no more reasona-
ble, practical, and perfect mode thun this of deter-
wuinlog questions of such grave impurt bevween
sovercign Powers. - The regret we way feel on the
ocension 13 pevertheless. modifiad by the refleotion
that the diffsulty is nst altogethei anomalous.
Similar and equal deficiencies are found in every
system of municipal law, especially in the system
which existe in the gFeater “portions of Grent Bri-
taip axd the Unired Suates. The title to personal
property can hardly ever be resolved by a court
without resorting to the fietion that the eluimant
bas loat and the possessor has found it, aud the tiile
to real estate is disputed by real litigunts under tha
namee of IMARIBAEY persons.

form of judicial process in determining the charac-
ters of contraband persons, to other form than the
illogical snd circuitous one thus described exists,
ror bas sny other yot been suggested. Practically,
therefore, the choice is between that judieial reme-
dy orme jud:cﬁa‘ remedy whatever,

If there be no judicial remedy, the result is that

self, on the deck of the prize vessel. *Vory grave
objectiont arise against such & course. The captor
is armed, the neutral is unsrmed. The captor is
interested, prejudiced, and perhaps violent; the
i neutral; if truly neutral. is disinterested, subduad,
and helpless. The tribunal is irresponsible, while

{ captured . party is compelled to submit, though
beund by no legal, moral, or treaty obligation to
acquiesce.
! cal, and dopends at Jast on' the justice, magnini-
i mity, or wenkness of the State in whose buhalf and
{ by whose anthority the eapture was made. Out of
i these disputes reprisals and wars necessarily arise,
and these are so frequent - and - destructive that it
may well be dvubted whether this furm of remedy
' ism.t a greater sociul evil than all that could follow
i if the belligerent right of search were uuiversally
i repounasd and abolishad forsves.

But carry the oase oue step farther. 'What if the
Stute that bas made the capture unreasenably re.
" fuso to hear the complgint of tha neutrsl or to res
dress it? In that case, the very act of capture
would be an act of war—of war begun without no-
tice, and possibly entirely without provocation.

imperfect as the existing judicial remedy may be
supposed to be, it wowud be, #8 a general practice,
botter to follow it than ta adopt thé simiatry one

I proceed to the fourth tuquiry—namely, Huvin& :

It apy doubt hung over this point, as the cage '
was presented in the statement of it adopted by the !
British Government, I think it must bave already :

measured tho sacrifices which this decision wonld -

cost. It manifestly, however, did not occur to him
that boyond tha sasrifias of the privato Intorests (as
he onlls them) of his officers and crew, there might
alro possibly be a sacrifice even of the chief and

ublic vbjeet of his capture—namely, the right of

is Govornment to the custody and disposition of
the captured persons. This Government cannot
censure him for this overslght. It confesses that
the whole subject came unforeseen upon tho Go-
verpmont, 88 doubtless it did upon him. Its pre-
sent convictions om the polnt in question ate the Te-

' tlona are not absolutely the same for alt the Powers;

sult of deliberate examination and dednetion now |

made, and not of any impressions previously
formed. :
Nevertheloss, the question now is, not whathar

Captain Wilkes is justified to his Government in |

what be did, but what is the present view of the
Government as to the effect of what he has done?
Assuming now, for argument’s sake only, that tho
Telease of the Trent, if voluntary, involved a

" waiver of the claim of the Government to hold the

ligerent, exposed to danger, may prevent: the con- -

pected vessel, into port, and try there the question '

it to be 20 by proving the suspeatad men to bs éon-

This course of proveeding seemed open to meny

vate interest into the preper place of the maia -

It inust bo confessed, :
however, that while all aggrieved wvatious demwad, -
and all iwpartial ones conoede, the need of some .

the guestion must be determined by the captor him. :

its judgment is carried into instant execution. The :

Reparation is distant and problemati- .

. the existing insurrection, a3 well as the comparative :
1 thick all unprejudiced minds will agree that, '

of leaving the decision with the captor, aud rely- -

ing upon diplomatic debates to review his decision.
Praorieally, it ic o question of shoias batwasn law,
with its imperfections and delays, and war, with it
_ evils and desolations. Nor isit ever to be forgot-
¢ ten that nentrality. honestly and . justly preserved,
is always the harbinger of peace, and therefore is
the common interest of nations, which is only say-
ing that it is the interest of humanirty itself.

At the ssme time it is not W be dovied that it
may sometimes happen that the judicial remedy
will become impossible, as by the shipwreck of the
prize vessel, or other circumstences which excuge

cobfiscation. ' In such a case the right of the eup-
tor to the custody of the capturcd persons and to
digposs of thesa, if théy are really contraband, so

sonably be denied. What rule shall be applied in
sweh @ onse?  Clearly, the captor ought to be re-

remedy results from circumstances beyond his evn-
trol, snd without his fault. Otherwise, he would
be allowed t6 derlve advantage from = wronglul
act of his own.

In the present case, Captain Wilkes, after cap-

the Trent in what geems to us a perfectly lawful
manner, inatead of sending her into port, released
ber from the captyre, and permitied her to pro-
ceed with ber whole ¢argo upon her voyage  He
thus effectually prevented the judicial examination
which might otherwige have occurred.

If, xow; the capture of the contraband persous
and the capture of the contraband vessel are - to be
regarded, not as two separable or distinet -transag-
tions under the law of nations, but as one  transac-
tion, one capture only, then it followa that the cap-
ture in this case wag ‘left unfinished, o was aban.
doned. Whether the United States have a right to
retain the chief public benefits of it, namely, the
custody of the captured persons on proving them
to be contraband, wiil depend upon the prelimina-
ry question whether the leaving of the transaction
unfinished was neocesaary, or whether it was unne-
ctoeary, and therefore voluntary. If it was ne.
cessary, Great Britain, as we supposs, musk of
course waive the defect, and the consequent failure
of the judiciul remedy. On the other hand, itis
not seen how the United States can insist upon ber
waiver of that judicial remedy, If the defect of the
capture resulted from an act of Captain Wilkes,
which would be & fault on their own side,

Gapt. Wilkes has presented to this Governmeut
bis reasons for relessing the Trent. ¢ 1 forbore to
seize her,’’ he says, “in consequence of my being
so reduced in officors and arew, and the devangs-
ment it would - cause innceent persons, there being
a lurge number of passengers who would have been
put to greay loss apd incomvenienco, a8 well ad dis-
appointment, from the interruption_it would have
caused them in  not being able to join the steamer
from St. Thomas to Europe. I thereforeconcluded
to saovifice the interost of my offiserd and efew i
the prize, and suffered ber to proceed after the de-
temion mecessary to effect the transfer of those
eommissioners; considering I had abtained the imn.
portant -end I had in view, and which affected the
interest of our country and interrupted the action
of that of the Confederates.”’

Ishall consider, first, how these reasens ought to
sffect the notion of this Government ;" and, seenndly,
‘how they ought to e expected to affect the action
of Great Dritain, :

The reasons are satisfactory to this Government,
so far as Cuptuin Wilkes is concerned. - It could
not desire that ths a5 Jasinis, hor officsrs and
erew, should be exposed to danger and “loss by
wenkening their number to detach a prize-crew to
g0 on board the Trenr. Still less could it disavow
the humwane wotive of preventing inconvenicnces.
losses, and perhaps disasters, to the seversl hundred
invocent prssdngers found oy hord the prize vessel.
Nor could this Government perceive any ground
for questioning the fuct that these rensons, though
apparently incungruous, did operate in the mind of
0; phaln Wilkeés, ihd - détéfmine him to release the
Thent. Human actions gepernily proceed upon
mingled. and sometimes conflicting, motives. - He

captured persons, the United States could, in that -

cuse, have no hesitation in saying that the act whioh
bas thus already beon approved by the Governmeont
must be allowed to draw its logal consequence after
it. Itisof the very nature of a gift or a'charity
that the giver cannot, after the exersize of his be-
nevolence is past, recall or modify irs bonefits. .

We are thus brought directly to the question
whether we are entitled to regard tho releasu of the
Trent as involnntary, or whether we are obliged to
consider that it was voluntary. Clearly the re.
lenso would: bave been involuntary bad it been
made solely upon the firsl ground assigned for it by
Capt. Wilkes—namely, & want of a sufficient force
to send the prize vessel into port for adjudication.
It 12 nor the duty of & captor to hazard his own vese
gel in order to secure & judicial examination to the
captured party. No large prise crew, howevor, is
legnlly necessary, for it is the dyty of the captured
{)vm‘ty to acquiesce and- go willingly before the trie

unsl to whose jurisdiction it appeals. If the eap-
tured party indicate purposes to employ  means of
resistanee which the captor cannot with probable
safety to bimself overcome, he may properly leave
the vessel to go forward; and neither she nor the
State she represents can ever afterwards justly ob-
jret that the eaptor deprived her of the judicial
remedy to which she was entitled.

But the second reason assigned by Capt. Wilkes
for relessing the Trent differs from the first. At
best, therefure, it must be held that Capt. Wilkes,
23 he explaivs bimself, acted from combined senti-
ments of prudevce and gemsronity, avd o0 that the
release of the prize vessol was not strictly necessary
or involuntary. :

Secondly. How nught we to expeot these expla-
pations by Gapt, Wilkes of his rensons for leaving
the capture incomplete to affect the action of the
British Government?

. The observation upoun this point which first occurs
is, that Crpt. Wilkes’ explanations wera nuot mada
to the suthorities of the captured vessel.  If made
krown to them they might have approved znd
tuken 1ho relesse, upon the condition of waiving a
judicial ‘investigation of the whole transaction, or
they wight bave refused to accept the release upou
that condition.

But the case iz one not with them, but with the
Biitich Government, If we claim that Great Britain
ought not to insist that a judieinl triul hag been lost
because we voluntarily released the offunding ves-
gel out of couvsideration for her innocent passengers,
1 du not. se¢ how she is to be bound to acquiesce in
the ‘decixion which was thus made by us withoyt
wecesity on our party and withouv kuowloedge of
conditions or consent on her own. The guestivn
between Greut Britain and ourselves thus stated
would be a guestion npot of right and  of law,
but - of favor ‘ta ba eonesded by Ly to tid in Feturn
fur fuvors shown by us to her, of the valus of whica
favors on bmb sides wo ourselves shall be the
judge. Of course the United States could have no
thaught of raiddog sach & question {n any case,

I trust that I have shown to the satisfaction of the
British Gevernment, by a very simple aud natural
statement of the facts, and analysis of  the law ap-
plicsble to thém, that this Government has nelther
meditated, nor practised, nor approved any de-
liberate wrong in the transaction to which they have
cnlled its attention ; and, on the contrary, that what
has pappened hsn been cimply an- inndvareansy,
contisling in a departure by the naval officer, freo
from any wrovgtul motive, from a rule uncertainly
estublished, and probably by the several parties
concernad aithayimparfedtly undeFstosd of éntirely
unkrown. For this error the British Government
bas a right to expect the same reparation that we,

88 an independent State, should expect from Great
Britain or from any othes friendly nation in a simi- |

lar case.

I bave not been unaware that, in examining this
questing, I bave fallen into an asgument for what
seems to be the Britich side of it against my own
country.- But I am relieved from all embarrass-
went on that subject. I had hardly fallen into that
line of srgument, when I discovered that I was res

ally defendivg and maintaiuing, not an exelusively -

British interest, but an old, honored, and cherished

Amerienn esuse, not upon British - authorities, but :

upon principles that constitute a large portion of
the distinctive policy by which the %’nited States
bave doveloped the resources of a continent, and,
thus becoming & considerable marifime Power,
have won the respect and confidence of many aa-
tiors. . These principles were laid - down for usia
1804, by Jumes Madizon, when- Secretary of State
in the "Administration of Thumas Jefforson, in in-
etructiuns given to James Monroe, our minister 1o
Engiand.” Although the case before him concarned
a desoription of persuns different from those who
aré incidentally the subjects of the preseunt discus
sion, tbe ground he assumed then was the same L
now occupy, and the arguments by which he sus-
taivad himaelf upas it havé boon an laspiration to
me in prcpnriné this reply.

¢ Whenever,””

16 eapture and condemnation, the rule in all cases
is, that the qunestion shall not be decided by tha
captor, but be carried before a legal tribunal,
where a regulsr trinl may be had, and where the

V be' says, ¢ property found-in a~
peutral vessel ig supposed Lo be liable on any ground ':

captor bhimself ig liable to damages for an sbuse of

bic puier. . Qub it be reasonable, then, orjnst,'thab
a belligerent commander, who is thus restricted,

they be encmics of ane of the two parties, un-

less th# question is of military people actually in

the sofrice of the emomy, Rienors. Mason and Sti-
dell were, therefore, by virtne of this principle,
which we have never found any difficulty in causing
to be rted in our treaties of friendship and
commeorgs, ‘:ufneﬂ,v at libapty wnded the neutral
flag of Pngland. Doubtless # will not be pre-
tended thatthey could be gonsidered as contraband
of war=.That which constitutes contraband of war
iz not yet, it is true, exactly softlad—rthe limita-

but in What relates to persons, the speeial stipula-
tiona which are found in tho treatfes ning

the Madisonian e¥a of the Republic, cspecialy as in
the very act of doing so we are able to comslude
the Government of &Tost Britain, from the sxers
eise of a pretended r3git, which, so late a3 the year
1842, in the negotiatious krad between Mr. Wob.
ster and Lord Ashburtom, the latter refused fer
wially 4o seviounce. Wo- alfinls, of course, to tio
claim of the British Govortmnent %0 jmpross alleged!
Pritish sailors from Amsriéan akips on the high!
seas. In these mnegotiatioriy; Mr. Webster then
announced 28 a principle ¢f duty to our own citis
zeng, whethey nativa-born or Hnturalized, by which
the Tnited States would stand, that * the praetice
of impressing seamen from Amerfean wesaels cannot

military people define plainly the character of
thota wha only 24 bé seized upon by belligorents;
but there is no need to demonstrate that Messrs.
Masgon and §lidell could not be assimilbted to per-
sone in that pategory. There remains, therefore,
to invoke, i mxplanation of thair captuvs, sely the

- pretext that they were the beurers of officisl de-

spatches from the enemy ; but this is the mement
to recall a’ circumstance which governs all'this af-
fair, and which rendors the conduct of the Ameris
ean craifer unjustifinble

The Trext wasnot destined to a point belenging
to one of the. beHigerents; she was carrying to a
neutral country her carge and her passengers; and
moracver it waa in o nouteal pogt that they werb
taken, If it-were admissible that undor such con-
ditions the neutral fiag does not completoly cover
the persons and merchandige it carries, its immuni-
ty would ba nothing mors than an idls woed ; st
any maoinent  the ce and the navigation of
third Powers would bave to suffer from their inno-
cent aud even their indirect relations with the one
or the other of-the helligerents. These last would
no longer fiud themselves 83 having only the right
to exact from the neutral entire impartiality, and to
interdiot. all iniermeddling on his part in scts of
homility, They ‘wouid . imposo_on his fresdom
of cominerce and navigasion, restrietiong which mo-
dern intorpational law. has refused to admit ags legi-
timate ; and we zhould: in a word, fall back upon
vexatious practices, against which! in other epochs,
o Poweor has'more carnestly protested than the
United Statds, s-

1f the Cabinet of Washington would only look on
the two persons arrested agrebels, whom it is al-
ways lawfid to “seiZe, the guostion, to plase it on
otber ground, could mot be solved, however,in a
sense in favor of ‘the commander of the Sar Jz-
einto. Thero would be, in such case, misapprehen-
gion of the prineiple whish makes & yvegsel o por-
tiom -of the terriory of the nation whose flag 1t
bears, and vivlation of that immunity which prohi-
bits a fowigﬁll sovereign, by consequence, from the
exorciso of his jurisdietion. It ceriainly is not ne-
cessery - tw recall to mind with what energy, undey
eyery ciratmatance, the Government of the United
States has¥paintained this immunity, and the right
of asylum:wkich is the consequence of it. !

Not wishmg to sater upsn o #isrs desp diléus-
gion ¢f the questions raizad by the capture of
Messrs. Mazn apd Slidell, I have said enough, I
think, to settle the point that the Cabinet of Wash-
irgton could -not, without striking a blow at the
principles which &ll nemtral nations are alike in-
terested in holding in respect, nor without taking
the attitnde of contradiction of its own - ecourse up
to this time, give ita approbation to the proceedings
of the commander of tha Saxn Jasints. s this
clate of things, it svidently should not, according
to our views, hesitats about the determination to be
taken e :

Lord Lyons is afready instructed to present the
demiind for satlsfactiolf whioh the English Cabinet
is ‘under the negessity of reducing to form, and
which consists in the immediate release of the per-
sons taker frem on board the Trext, and in send-
ipg explapations which may take from this act its
offensive character tgward the British flag. The
Federal Goverpment will be inspired by a just and
exalted feeling in deferring to t.he§e requests. One
would scarch’ iu vain to what end, fur what in-
terest, it ‘would hazard to provoke, by a different
attitude, arupture with Great Britain.

-For ourselves, we should- see in that fact a de-
plorable complieation, i every respect, of the dim-
cultics with which the Uabinet of Washington§has
already to struggle, and a precedent of a nature
seriously to disquiet ail the Powers whioh continue
outsida of the asisting santest. Webolieve that we
give evidence of loyal friendship for the Cabinet of
Washington by not-permitting it to remain in igno-
rance, in this condition of things, of our manner of
'regiu’ding it. I request ou, therefore, sir, tocelze
the first oconsion of opening yourself frankly to Mr.
Seward, and, if ke asks-it, send him a copy of this
despatoh.

Receive, sir; the assurange of my high consideration,
THOUVENRL.

Monsieur HENRI MERCIBR,
Minister of the Bumpetor at Washinglon.

MR. SEWARD TO MR. MERCIER.
T DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WasniNgToN, December 27, 1861.

818 : I'have submitted to the Prosident the copy
you were 5o good s to.give me of the despatch ad-
dressed to you on the 3d of Deoember, instant, con-
gerning the reoent proceedings of Capt. Wilkes,
in arresting cortain persons on board of the British
contract mail steatier Trent.

Before récelving the paper, however, the Presi-
dent had decided wpon the disposition to be made
of the subjeot which has caused so much anxiety in
Europe. That disposition of the subject, s I think,
renders upneoessary any discussion of it, in reply to
the comments of Mr. Thouvenel. I am permtted,
however, to say that Mr. Thouvenel has not been in
error_in supposing, first, that the Government of
the Upited States has not acted in any spirit of dis-
regard of the mghts or of the sensibilities, of the
British pation;;zed wat e i squally just in as-
suming that thy United States would oonsistently
vindicate, by their praotige on this ceoasion, tha
character they have so. long meintzined as an ad-
vocate of the most liberal principles concerning the
rights of neutral States in muritime war.:

Whet the French Government shall come to see
at.large the views of this Government and those of
the Government of Great Britain on the subject
now iw questivn, and to compare them with the

. yviews expressed by Mr. Thouvenel on the part of

and thus responsible in'a’case of mere property of
* trivial amount. should be permitted, without recur-

ring to auy tritunal whatever. to examine the orew
of & peutral vessel, to decide the ymportant ques-

tion of their respective allegiances, and to earry :
that .decivion into execution by forcing every indi- -

vidual he may choose lnto' & service abhorrenty to
bis eelings, cutting him off from his most tender
ennheetions, expesing his mind and his person to
the most humilinting dlscipline, and his life itseif o
the greatest dunger ¢ Reason, justice, and human-
ily upite in protesting against so extravagant a
proceeding.”’

It I decide this essa in favor of my own Govern-
ment, I must disavow its most cherished principles,
g1d. rever=e and forever abandon its essential po-
Yey. The country cannot afford the sacrifice, If I
maintain those principles and - adhere to that policy
1 must surrender the case itself. . It will be seen,
therefure, that this tovernment could not deny the
justice of 1he olaim pragented to ng in this rogpast
upon its merits. Wo are asked to do to the British
pation just what we have always insisted all nations
ought to do to us. .

The claim of the Britich Government is not made
in a discourteous masper. This Government, since
its first organization, has never used moro guarded
lungunpe in o cimilar anze.

In coming to my oonclusion I have not forgotten
thaty it the satety of tms Union required the de-
tention of the captured persons, it would ba tha
ripht and duty of thiz Government to detain them.
But the effectual check and waning proportions of

obitsportance of the éaptured persons themselves;
when dispassionately weighed, bappily forbid -me
frcm resor!ing to that defence.

Nor #m [ unawaye that Amisrisan sitizens are not

in any case to be unnecessarily surrendered fur any

purpose into the keeping of 3 foreign State. . Only

the ooptured persons, howaves, o8 sthérs who are °

interested in them, could justly raise a question on
that ground. )

Nor have I been tempted at sll by sugpastions
that cases might ‘be found in history where Great
PBritain refused to yield to other nations, and even

. to ourselves, claims like that which is now before

the captor from sending or taking her into port for -

as to defeat their unlawful purposes, cannet rea- .

quired - to show that the fuilure of the Jjudieial |

turing the contrabund persons and making prize of :

ws Thore cares occurred whem Great Britain, as
well a8 the United Stutes, was the home of gonera-
ticns which, with all their peculiar interests and
pussions, bave passed away. She could In no other
way go effectualiy disavow any such injury as we
thivk she does by assuming now, as her own, the
ground upon which we then stood. It would tell
Titile for vur own elaims to the ehatactor of a just
and magnanimous people if we should so far con-
sent 16 be guided by the law of retaliation as to lift
wp. buried injurics. from - their graves -to oppose
against what national copsistency and : the nativnal
cousciepce compel us to regard as a claim intrinsi-
caliy right. X

Putting behind mo all cuggestions of this kind, T
prefer to expross my saulsfaction that, by the ad-
Justment of the present case upon. principles con-
fessedly American, and yet, na I trust, mutually
satisfactory to both of the nations concerned, &
question is finally and rightly settled betwéen them,
‘nhich, heretofore exhausting not only all forms of
peaceful discussion, but aiso the arbitrament of war
itself, fur more than half a century alienated the
two countries from oach other, and perplexed with
fears and apprehensions all other nations.

The four perscns in question are now held in mili-
tary custody at Fort Warren, in the State of Massa-
chusetts. They will be cheerfully liberated. Your
lordship will please indivate o time and place for
reeeiving them.

I avail myself of this occasion to offor to your
lordship a renéwed assurance of my _very high con.
gideration, Winnay H, SEwaRD.

MR. TIIOUYENEL TO MR, MERCIER.
TRANSLATION.

ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
PoLITICAL DEPARTMERT,
Paxris, December 3, 1861.

Bir: The arrest of Mossiours Mason and Slidell,
on hoard the Englich packet Trent, by an American
cruirer, has produced in Franos, it‘ not the game
emotion as in England. at least extreme astonish-
n.ent apd sensation. -Fublic sentiment wag at once
epgrossed with the lawfulness end the consequence
of ‘such an act, and tho impression whick has re-
f_u:ted from this bas not been for an instany doubt-
ul.
The fact bas appeared so much out of accordance
with the ordinary rules of internatiortl law that it
bas chosen to 1krow the rosponsibility for it ex-
clusively on the commander of the San Jactnto.
It is pot yet given to us to know whether this sup-

oxition is well founded, and the Government of the
En\puor han, thevafors, alss had to sxamine the
question raised by the taking away of the two pas-
sengers from the Trent. Tﬁe desire to contribute
to prevent a conflict, perhaps imminent, betwaen
two Powers for which it is animated by sentiments
equally friendly, sud the duty to uphold, for the
purpose of placing the rights of its own fiag under
shelter from any atiack, certain principles essential
to the security of neurrals, have, after mature re.
flection. convinced it that it could not, ynder the
circumstances, Temain entirely sileat,

If, to our deepregret, the Cabinet at Washington
were disposed to approve the conduct of the com-
monder of the San Juetnts, it wauld bs aithaw by
corsidering Messrs. Muson and Slidell as cnomies, or
as seeieg In them pothing but vebels, In the gno
a5 in tuv other case there would be a forgstfulness,
extremely anpoying. of principles upon which we
have slways found the United States in agrooment
with us.

By what title in effect would the American
eruiger, in thefirst cass, have -arrestod Messrs.
Mason and Slidelt?  The United States have ad-
siltted, with ua 1b the treatles concluded betweoen
the two countrics, that the freedom of the flag ex-
tends itsclf over the persons found on bourd, should

Frunee, it will probably pereeive that, while it must
be admitted that those three Pawersare equally im-
pressed with the same desire for the establishment
of prinsiples favorable to neutral rights, there is,
at the sume time, not such an entire agreement
concerning the application of these prinoiples as is
desirable (o seoure that important object.

The Government of the United States will bs
happy if the ocoasion which has elicited this corres-
pendence oan - be improved 80 a3 to Secure a more
definite agreement upon the whole subjeot by all
maritime Powers.

You will assure Mr. Thouvenel that this Govern-
ment apprecintes ag well the frankness of his ex-
plonations as the spirit_of friendship und. good will
towards ‘the United States in which they are ex-
pressed. N

“Tt 18 a sincere pleasure for the United States ts
exchange sssumnoes ofta friendship which hud its
origin in sssociations the most sacred in the history
of both countrits. :

Y avail myselt of this opportunity to Temew to
you, sir, the assurauce of my high consideration.

WitLiay H. SEwanp.

MR. HENRI MERCIER, &o.; &o.

LOEBD LYOXS TO MR. SEWARD.

WasuiaTon, December 27, 1861,
Tnr Hon. WiLLiam H. Sewarp, &e. &e.

S1r : I have this morning received the note whioh
you did me the honor to address {0 mo yostorday,
10 suswer (0 Earl Ruesell’s despatch of the d0th
November 1sst, relative to the removal of Mr Ma-
son, Mr. Slidell, Mr. Macfarlaud, and Mr. Eustis
from the British mail packet Zrent.

T will, withont any loss of time, forward to her

Majeety‘s Goverpment a copy of the important !

sommupication which you have made to me.

T will alss, without delay, do myself the honor to
confer with you personally on the arrangemonts to
be made for delivering the four gentlemen to me,
in order that they may ba again placed under the

rotection of the Britich flag. X

1 have wie hionor to he, with the highest conside-

Tation, sir, your most ebedient humbie serganb.
YONS.

110W THE NEWS IS RECRIVED.

The Nauonal Intetligencer on the Re-
lease.
The National Intelligencer, which first pub.
lished the correspondence, in its comments on the
a.tion of our Government sags:

‘We leurn that the decision of the Presidentin this

uir, as announced and explained in' the Iucid de-

atoh of Mr. Seward, has t .o approval of evary
member of the Cabinet, and, whatever may be the
disappointment of any at the result to which the
Admwinistration has cowe in settling a question ¢on-
stitutigeally devolved upen the Eaccutive-hranch
of the Government, we are sure that all will
applaud the firmness and - sincerity with which
tha Administration,. resisting a natural tendency
impressed by the conceived drift of publie opinion
in our own country, has resolved to do what it
believes to be right in the premises: And it
surely should ¢ give pause’’ to all who may be
dispozed to challenge the propriety of the resolution
to which the Admipistratios has come, when they
note that a contrary decision would leave us in op-
position not only to the views of Great Britain, but
algo to those which the Goverament of France an-
nounces respeoting the prinoiﬁles of public law in-
volved in this transaction. The latter Governwent,
in making the declaration it does, undor this head,
is not open to the suspicion of being animated by
any unfriendly sentiment, or by the vindictive foel-
ings whick may be imputed to the British Governs
mopt in makipg & demand while a3 yet smarting
under & conoeived insult to its flag. Least of all
can the Government of France be supposed to act
in subservioney to any- considerations axtringio to
the international nspeels of this cage as one of pub-
Iic law important to all maritime Powers, since we
find M. 'ﬁgouvenel merely anticipating from the
traditious of our -past history the determination to
which our Government_had come in advanaoe of re.
ceivifig the representations whioh the Government
«f ¥rance conceived itsell valled to muke in the in-
terest of the Iaw of nations.

It witl not be forgotten by the attentive reader
of hig journal that while scekingvto show, as we
have done, that the aet of Capt. Wilkes was: justi-
fiable according to the British precedonts, wo have
at the same time admitted that there wasgrave rea-
gon 1o doubt whether, in consistency with the con:
struction heretofore placed on the international
code by the United States, our Government would
be able at alt poinis to defend the procecding. This
we indiented under sovssal heads in the Jntelli-
gencer of the Oth inatant, in an article entitled the
“ Diplowatic Equilibrium,’” and in which we cited
gome opinions announaed by Mr. Madicon in eons
duoting the argument on the part of the United
States against the assumed right of the British Go-
verpment to visit owr ghips and take from them, by
& process as summary as that of whioh it now
compluing, certain slleged subjects, on the plea
that they were deserters {rom the British service.
At a still Tater day, in the Intelitgencer of the 14t
inst., we_took occasion to repeat ¢ that the only

doubt raised in the case of Messrs. Mason and Sli--

dell wog not whether thaiv avssst is justifiabls as-
cording to British rulings and precedents, beut
whether our Government covld afford to endoerse
these precedents and rulings as constiluting soind
national law, good for oll time to come as well
as for present emargencies.’

1t appears that tho Admipigtration has rofused to
endorse them, and, disoarding all jusiiication that
might be derived form ancient rulings of the British
admiralty courts, and even from the principles of

ublo law as defned Ly many rePutaLle publicists,
Ens determiined to adhere strictly to the Haw of thy
precedents marked out by our own Government in

LY

bereafter be allowed to take plhes.’” Lord Ash-
burton, in declining to entertain the eabjoot, ox-
pressed’the  hope that a satisfactory arzangement
respecting it might be made, g0 ag to-set at rest all
apprehepsion and snxiety.”’ In vi¢w of the posi-
tisn Bow fakesn by the Britlh Qovardment, in ob-
jecting to' the summary procecdings: of Cnaptain

ilkes, wo may safely assume thut @teat Britain
will never again uphold her naval cemraanders in
visiting Amexsioan ships and searching féy allagad
Britich subjeets, to be selzed and imprexsed into the
British service without further ceremorny:

Whatever, therefore, may be said by sry in the
way of exception te the extrema terms ¢f'tHe de-
mand- made by the Brillsh Uovernmentin thocne
of the T'rent, it is at lenst just to admit twt the
case bag been go-adjusted by our Governmentias to
subserve, we wouldrhope, the great causc of zoutral
vights apainst the- sssuinptions heretofors ameried
Ly England, but now zepudiated by that Power in
common with Irance and the United States. The
1aw of nations, as- traditionally interpreted bytar
Government, has- resstved a new sanation, thengh
at the eost, it may: be, of dome national sensibilitfes
waked into disproportionate activity by the temype-
rary exacerbations-of our civil feuds. The latter;
let “us remember, are hat for n doy. Thoe law o&
nations is for all time. :

The Feehng: a¢ Washington.

WASHINGTON, Deo: 28i—The gettlement of the -
Prens affair affords mueh gratification among all
conservatives. ProwinentUnion-loving men, what-
ever may have been their previous opinions on the
Fubject, regard the adjustmment as remofggek a serie
ous-impediment in the presecution of hostilities
against the insurgents, and a8 depriving the enemy
of the strength which they would have derived
from s way bsatwasn the United States and Gioat
Britain, and - possibly: with  France.  Thero i3 &
generally-expressed  acguicscence in the gourse of
the Government, while the despatches of Seoretary
Soward are viewed in the lightof the highest staves-
manlike ability.
The Mason and: Shdell Atfair at Boston.

Boston, December28.—The public have recelved
the announcement of the surrender of Mason and
Slidell to the British Government very philosophi-
cally, havipg generally anticipated such a finate.
The street talk is that Mason end Slidell were not
worth their board, here or elsewhere. '

The steamer IVizgara: arrived this efternocon.
Her advises have baan received via Halifsv.

MISCELLANEOUS WAR NEWS.

‘The Return of Congressman Ely.

The Washington correspondent of the Now York
Times says ;

Hon. Alfred Ely arrived at seven o'clock thig
evening, from . Balthinore, and proceeded at once to
Willard’s, where he was- immediately recognized
and ‘wnrmly welcomed bya. lurgo oumber of friends,
His rebust agpenmuce would hardly indicate that
he had heen five months a prisener of war.

- The following statement of facts-I have gathered
from Me. Ely.  And first, it will bo gratifying .o
know, that during his-whole period of imprison-
went, Mr. Ely has pever experienced a desponding
moment ; that he has been in the best of health, -
and hizs buoyaney of apirits has go euatained him
that ha now fétiirns with his-udial vigor, and ready
to resume the active duties of bis position. The
particulars of Mr. Ely’s capture have never been
fully known, and ka states them as follows :

o was c¢aptured by a Seuth Carolina company
of infantry, about 5 o’¢clock P. M. of the day of
battle. He had stopped at a blacksmith’s shop to
have his carr¥iage monded, and, after that, waited
awhile for Senator Foster, of Connectiout, who had
gone out with him. While waiting, he walked
down towards 8 ravine, in which.he saw & sompany
of National treops skulking or in ambush, but as
he approached them they receded, and just as Mr.
Ely paused, to return- to. his carriage, a spent mus-
ket ball struck the earth near him. He steppad
behind & large tree mesar by, .to bo out of danger,
and. continued his observations. In a moment &
eunnon ball went emshinﬁ through the branches of
the tree, and seemed to be felling the whole top
upon him. By the time he recovered from this
surpricvs, & company of soldiers, accompanpied by
two wlv)ellrdressad offioers, emsrged from tha woods
near by.

On pereeiving Mr, Ely, the two officers advanoed
and demanded hisname. Ho answered, * Mr. Ely,
of New York.” The question followed, D¢

ou bold any civil officein the Governmeut?” For
tho first time Mr. Kly said he folt he wasin troubla.
He replied that ho was a member of Congress, and
thereupon one of the officers clapped his hand upon
bim and declared bim a prisoner, but assured him
he should be treated with every consideration.
They tosl ks 4o thelr colons), aund lntroduced
bim formally as. * Hon. Mr. Ely, member of Con-
gress from New  York.”” Iustantly the colonel
drew a pistel, cocked it and leveled it at Mr. Ely’s
head, not two paces distant, and said, ¢ You d—d
rascal, I'll blow Your brains out.’”” The two sfficers
who had arrested Mr. Ely instantly threw them-
selves upon the colonel, foreced his pistol back, and
Efraunded him away. They then apologized to

T. Ely, sayihg ﬂ'xey were ashamed of their ¢olo-
nel, who was exoited by drinking. This officer was
Col. Cach, and the officer who arrested Mr. Ely
whas Capt. Mullins.

Mr. Ely was put with s Iarge herd of prisoners,
end all were started to Manassas. It was a marsh
of soven weary miles, and the prisoners suffered
tortures from the dust, heat, and thirst. Ay Ma-
nassas, which thoy reachied av 9 o7olook ¥, M., they
were driven into an open square, surrounded
thickly by guards, and all began to fall on the
grouad, then wet with a fust-falling raim, to seek
rest and sleep. ‘While Mr. Ely was preparing for
a similar movement, an officer rode into the yard,
and called aloud to know if ¢ Mr. Ely, of New
Yorlk, was precent.” My. Ely thought his time had
now come to be shot. Nevertheless, he auswered
the call, and was told that Gen. Beaaregurd re-
quired  him to ¢ome to his headquarters, Ho fol-
lowed the officer, and reached the log house sur-
rounded by a verandah, onthe porch ot which, with
& sipgle candle burning on it, was a table, and
arourd tha. tabla snt Jaff -Davls, Bsauregard,
Extre Billy Smith, Porcher Miles, and othzr rebel
officers,  apparently reckoning up the result of the
day’s battle. )

Porcher Miles approached  Dr. Ely and:ex-
pressed - regret at his situation, but, in a moment,
ehanged his tone, remarking that he had no opinion
of Cobgressmen who would ‘come to aid an army in
iovadivg a State, Mr. Ely was scat off to sleep in
& barn, where he found the captured national

OIoers. -

The next day they wers all started to Richmond.
The morning after their arrival there, Messrs.
Bocock -and - Pryor, of Virginia, and ‘' Keitt and
Boyce, of South Carclina, called upon Mr. Ely, and
stated that they should use their influence to secure
his release. They made an application for this
gﬁﬁxyzéé to Joff Duvis, who called a meeting of his

abinet, and the result was a consultation of several
hours. The Cabinet generally fuvored Mr. Ely’s
selease, but Davis, Beojamin, and Hunter were op-

ed to it, on grounds of public  policy, and
Walker, the Secretary of War, sont an - elsborate
ecommunication stating that the Cabinat had sama
to the conelusion to deny the application.

Mr. Ely’s arrival was announced by the Rich-
mond papers and the whele press of the South, by
which he scon became notorious. Visitors came to
see him by hundreds, and it was not unfrequently
the cage that he bad forty in_his room at a time.
Among them were Breckinridge, Humphrey Mar-
shall, and ex-Minister Preston, who expressed the
opinion that his being held in custody was an out-
rage. The Governorsand Epizoopal bishops of most
of the rcbol States were also visitors. . In faot, they
cnme to him from all parts of Jeff Davis’ domin-
ions. PBouquets were sent him almost daily, and
sumetimes not Iess than & dozen a day. His meals,
to0, nicely preYamd, wore sent him by the families
of citizens. In his conversations politics were
rarely altuded to, except he himself intreduged
the subject; when thexe was a frce intercnange of
opinion. : )

The position of our hostages st Richmond is
painful. Buven of them are confined in & room
about twelve by fifteen feet, in the Richmond jail,
having two small windows, which admit but little
light. They are permitted to see no persun but the
jailor and the negro who waits upon them, and are
only permitied to leave their cells thirty minutes
in the morning, and the same time in the afternoon,
to walk in the narrow promenade betwoon the jail
buildipg and the inner wall. Their food consists of
juil fare, sobby corn bread and boiled beef, and
they are pot permitted to have anything better
even though they purchased it. When Mr. Ely
wag released he went 1n ¢ompany with Mr. Faulk-
ner. to the jail, and the two weregranted the favor
of an interview with the unfortunate officers. Mr.
Faulkner eapressed bis surprise at. this rigor, and
lhe stated that such was not the treatment that the
privateers received in New York and Philadelphia;
that though they were hel‘d'. for capital crimes, they
were allowed to regeive visitors and to have all the
comforts compatible with thair eafe custody.  Me.
Ely thinks that, based upon this last statement by
Mr. Faulkner, the rebel authorities will lessen the
peverity of their treatment,

Of the reckiess and outrageous conduct of the re-
bel guards Mr. Ely speaks in terms of the utmost
censure. - He states that the prisoners had not been
in the tobacco Warehouse fifteen minutes before a bul-
Iet wag fired into the window of one of our prisoners
who had ventured to put bis head outside, and that
in this way ssven men had been wantonly killed.
This conduct met with severe censure from all who
were aware of the facts, but he was not apprised
that any action bad boon taken to punish the of:
fenders by the rcbel autherities. .

A few days before his release, Mr. Ely was again
visited by Messrs. Bocock and Boyce, who stated
that they intendsd tousa their offoits ts @at hiis ox-
changed for Mr. Feulkner. The following day he
saw. amnounced in @ Richmoad paper that Mr.
Faulkner had been raleased on his purole for thirty
days, on condition that he should Erocoed to Rich-
mond snd procure in exchange for himself Mr. Ely,
or in the event of failing, to return to Fort Watren,
e could hardly eredit this, a3 he thought had it
been the fact. Bocock and Boyea would have been
aware of it; but as each additivoal day’s intelli-

¢nco apnounced the progress of Mr. Faulkner,
e laecame convinced that his release was near at
hand.

Mpr. Fuanllner wosg rassived in Richwsnd with &

erfect ovation, thirty thousand people being out.

he following day Mr. Faulknor called upon Mr.
Ely, and they had a pleasant interview, and, having
both been prisoners, they could well appreciate
their mutual position in the past. He a!:uounce_d
that he hed an interview with Jefl Dayis and his
Cabinet, and he was happy te state that they had
decided - upon his release. The following day,
General Winder came to tha prison, and, with
muclx forma“ty ﬂl)a d‘:s‘n{&y' eniered {‘lt’ room, aud
in the presence of Mr, Ely’s fellow-prisouers pre-
sented him with his releage, and annyunged to him

| aad Mr, Ely made a farvwoli addrom of nonriy na

. Island Rev. Mr. Bfown, a rcbel chaplain, and o°
-yady. - No passengone were brought: down.
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; that hs was a free man, and that he should he |
! happy to 800 bim at his own bowso. After tho in- |
}orchunga of 4 few picasant words, General Winder
oft.
A meetiig of the Prison Aseeciation, of which
Mr. Ely wag the president, wag at once convened,

hour in length. In it he rehearsed mapy of the in- |
eidents of ths history in which they had borno a
part, and that,-motwithstarding their confinement,
they had suoceadad in masistp thals haurs pact
shcerfully by, aud' he was pgratified to munognce
ihat, though thers was so mich' in the scparation
from their familiesand friends; in' the want of com- |
wow comfortg, and the pnneyanste thoy svffersd, to
irzitate them, therchad never yctbeen theslightest
diﬂ':'t‘.l‘l'ty during thei? whole fivo menths’ imprison-
ment.

Tab-deepest emoticay-were visibloorr the counte-
nancss of all of the mombers presenyy and moarly ml
were afected to tearys They paned’ witl thefr
prosidaint amid mingled’ féelings of joy at ltfde-~ |
liverazte'and regret at {8 departure. :

A". Ltolslosk th the afternoon, Mir Fauldner |
again callbd ab the prisoc with Gov. Letcher's car-
riage, and'they proceeded *to the Governor's man- |
sion, whero they dined togathér, and pa~ted with & §
mutual expresgion of perscl good feorlngs Mb:
Ely procesdad to Norfolk b ratiroad, beiuy everye |
where regarded with gren% interest, and’ the ce-,
reached Fortress Monroe and Baltimore.

Mr. Ely s not the slightest doubt of enex-
tendod and aoep Union feellng<in Richmord, ead
snys if a nrtlehal army werewithin ton milee of |
Richmond, thy‘national flag vmld be hunszfrcm'
hundreds of w¥dows in the reb st capital.  Never-
tholes, an uttss 1veipn of tees:x provails, and o-
public expreesicsy oan be given.

Mr. Ely bring=a list with hire-of '2,700 Urion*
prisoners held ir-thé South, whoso release he wilit
labor to prosurs. :

ForTRESS Moo, Dec. 27, via Baltimere, Deg:
28.—A flag of truee this morning took “to Craney

Considerable excitement prevails at Yorktown in :
anticipation of an aitack, Al the sick were re--
-aoved on the 21st by erder of General Magruder.

The publication of the: Norfolk Day -Bouk was
saspended yesterday for want of a supply of paper.
Axeopy of that izsus was brought down by the fag
6f'huee, which contains adesPahcb dated A\isggm,
Dezember 26, which says tnat a pussenger and
freight car came in eollision about one mile from
there on that afternoon. - Three Peraons' had re- -
ceived broken logs, and several -hordos were Killed.

The- Norfolk Day Book says that the Winans
steamer- came: into the Roads on Wednesday, and
was still’ there yesterday. The Koysione 30666
was, perhaps, mistaken for the Winans. ]

The Norfolk Day Book- learns that General -
Scott had arrived in New York, that ho lofv Bog--
1and at the request of . the English authorities, and :
that' they were about’ to’ doclare war against the
United States.

A despatch dated Nashville; the 25th, saya that
Tom Crittenden; with ‘twelve thousand men, was
within forty miles of Hopkinsville, and would -ad.
vance upon that place at three points.- The Seuth-:
<ra Bights chvizens there are sending their familioy
and steck to the South.

The banking-house of a branch of the Northern
Bank of Kentucky, at Glascow, was taken posses
sion of by the rebels on the 24th.. Only seven thou--
sand dollars in Kentucky bank bills were found.

John G. Davis, & member of the Federal Con- -
gress from the Seventh distriet: of Indiana, has ar-
rived at Hopkinsville on his way to Richmond, bat
for what purpose it is not.stated. ; :

A foico of not less than sixly thowsand men, the
advance of General  Buell’s army, had orossed -
Green river, and " is within fize milea of General -
Hindman’s advance, (Great proparationshave been
mads for the defenss of Bowloglireen, and show
a terrible conflict to be impending.

From Mssouri.

Sr. Lovis, Deo. 28.—The legal condition of the -
negroes- discharged yesterday by order of the Pro--
vost Marshal General is in-nowise changed, They-
are only set free from confinement, imprisonment,
and sale, on the presumption that they are the
slaves of webol masters.  Glemeral Ualleale wishes |
it undorstood that this order wili-not debar any one I
from enforoing his legal rights-to the services of.!
these negroes.

Suoch rights, if any exist, can be enforced through .
the loyal eivil tribunals of the State, whose man-
dates will always be duly respogted . The military.
aulborities of thig department az military officers :
cannot decide wpon the rights of proporty or olnima .
to servioe sxcept so far 21 they may be guthorizad
by the laws of war or asts of Congress = When not
80 authorized they will avoid. all interference with:
such questiona. T

Not much Confidence to be Flaced m

Canadian Aid.

DeTrotT, Mich., Doc, 28,—Arthur Rankin, mem-~
ber 6f the Canadian Parliament and colonel of the-
Luncers, deeming further cennection with the.
Wilted  States Qowéinment lmproper, o view of
our present eomplioations -with England, has re-
signed his commission, and will return to England.

From Nassau, N. P. ‘

New Yonrk, Doc. 28.—The British steawas Kar-.
nak, from Havana on the 21st, via Nassau, N. P:,
on the 23d, arrived at this pors this evening.

The rabel steamers Teabsi and Gsvdssn wess at
Nassau, and were olosely watched by the United:
States steamer Flambean.

The British steamer- Gladiator was. alse there,
aud would soon Bail for Eagland,

MoYe Bridge Burning.

QEINcY, Illinoiss Dec. &0.—=The bridgoes over tha:
Pabrius and North rivers, on the Pulmyre Rail-
road, were set on fire by the rebels last night, and
destroyed.

The Burnside Expedition.

‘WasHINGTON, Deo. 28.—The transport fleet of
the Burnside expedition has been incressed by tha
arrival of the following vessels at Annapolis:

Steamer Zoxave, Captain Willinm Huant; bark
Voltigens, Coptain - William - M. - Blys!  back
Gweriila; Captain R. 8. Pearce; schooner Sfir-
misher, Captain William H. Richardson,

Oslonel Saslestt a6d Major Bweltzor, of Goneral
MoClellana staf, are at Annapolis, inspeoting the .
regiments of the division.

The Cannobading uear Gardner’s Bay.

Grerxrort, Dec. 28.—The heavy cannonading |
near Gardner’s Bay, which Wad the subjoot of a !
telegram from Stonington, was eaused by General |
James and others of General McClotan’s. staff teste
inp the James cannan.  The mysterlous Hzht was
probably either that from somne lighthouse, as seen
by landsmen, or an ignis fatuus.

THE CITY.

ADDITIONAL CITY NEWS ON SECOND PAGE.

MYSTERIOUS FIRESe=THEIR ORIGIN wue Y 08tera
day the following singular instances of fires. caused by
children cames to our notice, through Fice Marshal
Blackbury, who devoted some time in. the investigation
of thelr origln. Mhe wite of a well-known citizen, re-
siding in the upper part of the city, had occasion, some
time gince, during ler husbapd’s absence, to leave her
house for a fow bow s, aud placed her little son) between
three’ wnd four years of ngey in the charge vf & sorvant
girl, The latter being somewhat. careless, 1oft the child
to take care of himeelf; and he wandered to a neighbor-
{np Louae, whate ke touud tws lttle playraates about his
own Age. The three came back to the house and amused
themselves by visiting the second story, where they ex-
amined the contents of all the closets, bureaus, &c., found
unlocked. Among other things discovered was a match
nafe, plused high nenlnst the wall out of thelr roach, but,
by uelng a chair and table, they soon possessed it. The
sehildren, a5 'a matter of course, suggested that they
ghould kindle & bonfire, and the place selected for the
pima Whe inday $his bed  They thich séarshed the biireau
drawers for materials with which to make their fire. ' In
one drawer were a number of bills, sand with them the
sum of 78 in bank notes, to pay them, First was a gro-
Sery pash-book, wiih 808 lo pay the score; nexta milli-
ner's bill. with #12 upon it; a dressmaker’s bill came
next, with the required amount upon it, and so on to the
Iower stratum of the pile.

Not aware of the value of the paper, the youungsters
took it and set fire to it under the bed. The flames burst
up and. caught to the sheets. Thia frighteied the
youngsters, and they all ran from $he room, fortunatolys
however, closing the <oor behind them. - The fire burned
slowly, und was soon after discovered by the servant, @
who, instend of attempling t» extinguish the fiamoes, ran |
into the third story, seized & trunk containing her own
clothes only, and fled into the next house, where she in-
formed the lady of what had taken. place. The latter,
with. great presence of mind, ran into her uwighbor’s
house, and coolly went to work, and by the aid of a few
buckets of water tho flames were subdued. As soon as
this was accomplished, the docr len ling into the opposits
room was_ opened, in order to give & passage to the
rmoke, when it war disrovered that the bed in this cham-
ber was also in flames, which were likewise extinguished,
without creating any alarms by the lady.

At firgt, the origin of the fire was a completo mystery
to the couple residing in the house. The strange conduct
of the domestic, in earrying off her own effocts only,
caused her to bestrongly suspected of knowing something
abous ity Finally, it was puggented 10 place the maer in
the hands of the Fire Marshal, whe discovered the facts
as stated above Upon an examination of the bureau-
drawer, twenty-five dollars were found remaining; the
fifty-three dollurs of the seventyseigiit, togethor with the
bills and the grocer’s pasr-Dook, were burned. Enough
of the pass book and bank bills remained to satisfy all
that these had been ured in kiudling the fire.

The Pire Marshel also gave us another case of a frs
mer, residing near this eity, who had occasion te leave
his house in charge of his two anns, aged twelve and four-
teen years.. These youngsters had “acquired the habit,
common with country boys, of smoking corn-silk in hol-
fow elder stocks., They had becn forbulden to smoke
these pipes, and were, of courae, all the more anxious to
do so. The youngest, during the absence of his par-nts,
went into the barn to make up some bedding for cattle,
with hirpipe Jit, aud, 88 & matter of course, set fire to
the stable. Thoe barn was totally consumed, withitscon-
tents, consishing of sixty tons” of bay, two horses, anda
fot otzimylem(-nts. The loss was about §8,000. - The far-
mer was puzzled to know the origin of the fire. The
servant girl, who had been in their employ ouly about
three weeks, was at length suspected of having fired the
pince, . ‘The tarmer consulied 8 IAWyer as o huving her |
arrested, but, us there was no evidence to warrant any
such proceeding, the latter advised him to procnre the
rorvicog of our fire marshial, who roon investipated ths.
whole matter. . The lad, who set five to the stable, made.
2 clean Lreast of the uffair, and. stated that after sceing
the place in flames, concluded no$ to say anythinog abpug:
ity for fear ot bei’ug pnnisbm“ as he_had ropertedly beon
warned aguinst smeking. In both these cases innocent
partive were suspected ; and it shows how careful persons
rhould be beforearriving at a conclusion, Taw praglice
of leaving children in the Churgs of $ETYANLS Is generally
uttended with bad results.

——

MxETING OF e Mireraey.—All the com=

missioned officers attached to the first division of New

Jersey wilitin will moct Friday neat in Camden, to exn- |

miue the militip laws of the State to recommend sush ul- |

terations wg will add to their eflicinney. {
. . e ee———

Fiac PresentatioN — COLONEL  LYLE's
REGINEXT ==A camp flag. will be presanted by Colonsy
Dufticld to Colonel Lile's Regiment of National Guawhy,

at the house of Gearge Kelly; Frankford, at 2-wielogk
.M, to-morrow; )

i ready for sen witly al} pos

NavaL Arrains.—The sloop Havelock, cap-
tured on the 14tk inst,, by the United Statos sloop-ofswar
. famestown. off Gaps Komaine, Soustl Gsroling, arrived
au” this port on Friday, in charge of & prize mdster. The
bu. k& of her cargo consists of cigars and coffes.
telegram from Loewes, Delaware, announces that the
ehip_ ddmiral, from Liverpool, ladon with salt, was then
I¥ing . W the rondetead awuiting a tow. The Admiral was
capture 90N the 17th inst., off Savannah, while attempt-
ing to ru U the bluckade.

The U Mted States gunboats Chambers and Tahoma
have ot p. “0ckeded to 8ea with saaled ordors, we statd in
an [limstest. ' cotemporary. Thods buats hava diopped
down to Che. '‘ter, where they await two oflicers to com-
plete the comy, 'ement of Loth vessels, After those officars
are on board 13, '€ knnhonts will probably go to tua again,

The working tn of the yard intend giving a grand
Pall in the course O B few weuks, the proceedd of which
are to. be dividea ' Petwect tho Cooper Shop and Union
Volunteer Mofreshn 2o Sulvon organizations, The ob.
jec? Is & gnod pne—d evhiudly patriotic.

Phe commasder wi 1.0 10 18k aharas of the Lhoriford
paid avisit. to the yan tn Friday, aud exprossed himself
higly pleased with_the > B0bla vowul. Ho proceeded to
Washingtos: on Friday 1 VEit. The Hariford wilt Lo got
IJ‘-ﬂ‘ﬂ despatrh. )

Twe wnndres mew iriy eitom Buston on Priggy for
ihe varisus vessels Jenvin & the sard. At the present
time thers aro three hundre. ¥7er on the ruceizing ship
pubjcet to draft. :

The. receiving ship Princet 5 which has usualy seen-
Boored in the middle of the . vAasns, Luy bhih hinstad {y
o the dock, 30 ap to be aconre € fvont any injury Hkely
to occur from ice drifta duying t. W woter.

The two wmortar vessely, Muwigm and Hugel, ore
seady to recosve their montars, . She beds ar alceady’
inids Thess &0 expectod avery <ayr- Irom - Fittabueg, -
Tha boats wild bo atteched 20 8 rsuskron consisting of
twenty-threo lwats, all tol), the while of them to -
ander 1he command of Commoelore Jo¥idi Porter, son of:
e fRmems Comrmlore,

The Nigmi, a 3doswheol Wavmor: i3 petting yeady
Wwitiy all presible Zespatch. Jeea'n v be put in her
during the present week, Her offih ‘ers wre'arriving daily,

The bark Daris, tonverted ing» a g Afeat, will go to
Bas $Ul8 fasshilng, abd join the Unll ' squ <trdn. o

———

Tww Farym Scnoor.—We havy before had
oocasion to notice this:lnstitution, - T'w"Iast ‘annual
eatslogye bnd just bren sent us - 15 Drocwnis'the nairs
of the M*nIwsidy 08 being In & promit ngcvwtition. The
college ‘Buildings are just about bein 2 ¢ wedléted, thug
affording rotm for over three hundrod st oirts.’' {t haa
just gradwas:d ts first class, giving thy ' stizients the dea
ureo of Buchelor of Sclentific and Pi-actl .aF-Agricule
SuTe..

The courrs of nstruction iy designed: to be mostly de-
voted to scierce and the English brancha s, wiilérhie atu-
dent perforaz each day & certain amount-of munm#l labor
apon the fara,

The plan of sombining seientific IUX'Y Wi nannal
Iabor is eaid to have succeeded well digring e threa
years the achoe} nan been in operation, - Ai'l the vmrk of
a farm of foar hundread ncres has been doy e by *hd stue
denimy.and their success In tho clasa-room s besquite
24uAli fo that of stad at other institugons, - Under
the specinl pecnlinrities and advantages of sthe coured of
instruction pnsewed the student has an opporturity of
reeing a1’ the practicel operations of the farm, gu-den,
and uuysery; in the most Rpproved mannee, with the ¥8s
of ‘thy Dest manores, seds, tools, and implopdents ! zpd,
what is of more importance thau thig, he studies i the
chasg-room anl laboratory the scieutitic principles [y
volved iz all he does, and, Iy becoming a scientific max
pnd-analytlical chemiat; he iy onablad to protset himcst®
and othiers against the fruuda and cheats that are con-
tinualy being practised npon the uneducated by dealess ™ -
who are themselves either ignorant of science, or use 14 *°
to i upnn the ity. ‘He learns how to scudy
the- geologyy mineTalugyy and chemistey of tho sol ho
cultivater). 1y Dotany of the plant he grows, and the lawse
of healihr and discusen of the animals fie us.y,

In:a word, he is made thoroughly acjuainted with the
la'«:s 3\5«:‘! ghex.xc-mena of the material world with which
he is in immediate coptact, aud about which farmarg are
mesy. depiorabiy. ignorant; but s koowledge of which is
essentinl. to- their materinl auccess, or intellectual plea-
sure, in the purnuit of 1he datics of rural life.

To porsons in citirs whn may wish their sond tn become
acquainted with. the details of practical agriculture and
scicncey birdy. ¢ the BamMe time, to cultivato the assucia-
tions of rural’ life, either with a view to ultimately ast-
tling uwpon farma, or to incrensing their capacity for bu-
giness in town, oy the associations thus cultivated with
tha hibita of the counuy, the farm 5chool ATOTII GAcol=
lent advantages

Tersons-wishing a good sclentific and practical know=
ledge of chomistry, with a view to druggisiry, pharmnacy,
or the manufacture of chemiral salta or mAnures, or pure
puing the oporaiiol # of mining, engineraring, orany of the
industriad arts, will find rare opportunities, 8t & compara-
tively insignificant cost, at the Farm Scho i, )

The next seasion opens on the 19th of February, and
continues-for ten months.

) A ——

Personar Frews.—Col. Small, of the
:I‘wenty:sixtlx Regiment, Penusylvania Volunteers, is now
in‘the city. The chief object of his vieit is to geours, if
possibiey two additional companics to be attuched to bis
command. The Twenty.sixth Regiment wad the firat of
the . throe-years volunteers to leuve Philade!phia, and
since their doparture, the men have altained a high de-
gree of proflelunay 45 drdll.  They have scen” some rough
earvice, and, as one of the crack - regiments in- the divie
sion, expect to be in the lead when the advance is mada,
Colonel Small wad present at Military Hall, Third atreet,
near Greeny.on Sntiarday evening, and addressed a larpe
meeting.  His patriotic speech was the means of adding
8 pumber of rocruits to the roll. Major Berry, of this
r gimeupt, is sleo at home. He has been very iil with ty-
pbeid fever.

Colonel. Gwen, of the Irish Regiment, (Sixty-ninth
Pennsylvania Volunbeers.) is in the city, and Inoks well.
Heo rpeaks in high serms of commendution of ths disci-
pling- and - deill of the. men under his commuud. . Julos
Allen, who wont _away with Baxter's Fire Ziuaved us
Adjutaut, hias been appointed Brignde (Commissary, for
the brigade. formed by the Zoudves, First Cabforais
Ragiment, Coloncls Morohond sed Owen's Heglments.

Lirutenant Samtel 0. Rooves, of Company I Twenty-
ninth. Regiment, Colonel Murphy, arrived in town om
Friday,. and will remain. at home for a fow daye.  He
briogs the intelligence that the hoys of the Twenty-
ninth are anxiously waitirg for thaadvanss, Oliver W.
Sees, woll known in connection with the telegiuphic in-
tercats of: the State, has been nppointed by the Governor
Clucf of tlte Trausportation nnd Telegraphic Pepartment,

Mopr Ramrean Corimions.—On Saturday
evening) abeut half-pust six 9°clycls, # enlli ritn oseurred
on the Taitway traek at Tecoud and Walnu stre-ts. It
eeemn that a freight train was stuck.ou tho track, on
Dock street, leaving the end of the last car projecting
over-the Secoud-street rails, A car bzlkinging to the
s fecond and Third ’ came to a full stop just below Wal-
nut. Theu & RBichmond car stopped—then another
Secord and Third, Al these cars were well filled with
P gers, While il ¥y 8 couple of heavy freight
cars were approaching, ata prettv fast rate. down grade,
and when a general emash waa inevitahle) an attempl
B4 Bmiudé o piit the hrakes down,® bur the cars came
on, und vivlentiy ran the three passeugor cars togsther,
The Richmond horses. were thrown down under the ¢rr,
aid both of them were somewhat hurt. The scresms of
the passengers weore appalling.  The women and chilurer
aprang out Into the slrect, and several of them weore
alightly. bruiced and otherwiee injured,

While this ecene was enacting, there waas another col-
lision further up Second strect. * It seems that the frejght
tpalh that had causcd all the mischiet was immedintoly
followed by a Bace and Vine-street car, anid then in turn
came anotber freight car or two. The Kuce snd Vina-
ptreet €T was crushed between ths two froight teains,
and reduced to & wreck in &8 moment—the dashers were
carried away, and the roof was bulged upwards until it
formed a figure almost liko the letter A.  There were but
fow puseengers in this car.  The horsea esciped only by
the- intrepidity ‘of the driver. Tha Donhayivaala Bail-
road Company hne nothing to do with the lunling of the
cars over the city track, Five or six huudred dollare
will not more thun puy for the damage done to cars and
lories. These colliriong have Jasams alikilnely fres
quent of late, and romething should at once be done te
prevent their occurrence.

ANOTHER FIRE FROM BENZINE==TW0 PERa
S0¥3 BURNED.—On Saturduy afterndon, about 2 o' clook,
a fire broke out'in' the. fourth story of the six.storied
building at" the northwest coruec of Second and Garter
streets, occupied by Br. l, B. Dyott g8 a manufactory
of lamps and gas fixtures. Mr. Dyott nceupled all of the
building except the fourth story, which wag tenanted by
DMr. M. Mongan; manufactursr of paedd biid heddies. The
apartment ocenpiod by Mr. Mongan waa burned cuty in-
volving a less of from 82,000 to 3,600, upon which there
was no insurance. By the active exertions of the firopen
ihe flamcs were confined to the one room, but the stock
of Mr. Dyctt.suffered considerably from water, Hin lose,
which cunnot be ascertained At present, is coverad by in-
surance. Fire Marshal Blackburn investigated the ciuse
of the fira, and Ls Ihfsra s that i originated from the
explosion of a jug of benzine, which biud been thought-
lessly placed upon the top of a stove by one of the hands,
There were fifteen p*raons empluyed in the apartmont.
All escaped unhure except Mrs, Elizabeth Ebling, whaoss
clothing took fire from the infiammable muteriale, and
who waa baély burned, Daniel McGarigle was burned
alisut tha fa2a akd hasda while endeavoring to extingunish
the fire in Mrs. Bbling’ clothing,

A.s upon several fnrmfr occasions, the stationary gtomm
engive and hose belonging to the Iruk stere of BT, Navid
Jayne & Son did good rervice. The first water put upon
the fire was through this medium, and the fiameas wore
keptin check by it until the arrival of the firomen with
their appParatus,

e atct

Ovi ForeiGN Exrorts.—The ship Crimea
was cleared for London; on - the 27th inet., by Maasea,
Peter Wright and Sons, with the following ecargo! 8,704
barrels flour ; 16,648 bushels wheat, in bulk 3. 1,400 bags
oil cake $8 ‘baler hps; 400 tierces beef; 237 kegs bute
ter; 140 bags cloverseed ; 30 casks quercitron bark; 36
tierces pork | 10 tierces laed: 75 boxes hamse, aud. 20
box:s tongues.

The ship Holyhead was elenred for Liverpool, on the
27th inst., by Messrs. Feter Wright and Sons, with the
following cargo: . 6,321 . burrels flour: 5,698 bushels
wheat, in bags; 20,331 bushelg wheat, in bulk ; 132 hhds.
quercitron bark ; 456 - tierces beef; 35 casks clnoma ore §
143 barrels pork; 211. boxes clhieeses 39 bales ragsy
hihds. taliow: 18 Iihd. tallow oilr 60 harvaln Tenf lazd} 16
tierces leaf lard, und 37 buxes hama.

The ship Philadelphia wad cleatred for Glasgow on the
24th inust., by Messrs, Thos. Richardson & Co., with the
following cirgo: 28:733 buabels wheat, 5467  barrela
tlour, 66 hhds. bark, and 24 hiuds. and 1 barr} tallow.

The ship Tuscarora, Duulevy, for Liverpool, was
cleared on Thursday by Messrs. Cope Bros. with the
following cargo: 34,000 bushels wheat, 400 do’coriy
42 bales rage, B caseamachinery, and 15 cases morchag-
dige. She has 12 passengers.

The ship Zllen Stewarty Coflim for  London, wos
cleared on Suturday, by Messrs. Workman-& Co., with &
cargo of 22,359 bushels wheat, 5,091 barrels flour, and
670 bags cloverseed. ,

NorrisTowN Arrars.—On Friday morn-
ing, as Mr, Johu Keaton, freight condiictor, on $he morn-
ing train from this city, was coupling some curs om
Schall’s sideing, a rotten plank gave wuy, procip'taling
bim beneath the tressle work, a full of six or -eight feety
when the coupling chaia descended upun his leg fractur=.
ing it below the knee. Bis injuries were atignded W by
Dr. Dunlap, nnd he was removed to this city, where he
Tesides,

Ta_maveaw (e thalazt day an whish ths Lareugh (A2
can be pild to the borotigh trensarér. - After th-ddus, the
duplicate will be handed oaver to the borough collector
with five per cent. added. The treasurer.will e at hia
office during to-day wnd to-morrow, and »lY. these in ar-.
rears will enve money hy attending to thelr taxes with-
out turther portpenement.

The boreugh has been completely fluoded by the mise-.
rable counterfeits on the Farmors' Bauk of: Schuyikill.
County, located at Puttsville, They were of. tha denowmi-.
nation of unes, twog, angd threes.  These. spuyiouy nvtes.
made their appesrunce -in Norristown. sticultaneously
with their first Apuearance in the cities. .

Jeol Andrpws, Fsauy bas invented. and. received,a. ne~
tent for o nuw Xind of gun or bayauet.buttery. 1lle.has
finished a.amall modely and  is now. at.wark ou one. on &
lurger scale., Dir: Androws, eowe. veaye sineq, inveuted
& plan o bwming bricks with coal, which has nuccesded
very well.. . -

Briroenper  Qaus-coczs. — A slugilar
scene lor the Banctity of & bablath morning, and - the
guiet wicinity of Twenty-second‘ﬂvd M kes sicorts to
witnehs, wan enacted 1n thnt lagality yestenlay forencom
anrows ten o'clock, A couple of gAmo-cocks hed become
nintuslly incensed 8t euch. other's: croming,  and . per-
Geiviug no amicable way of:ad)nsting this difierence, they
reforved the matter ta.the +.god of battes?” This was
particulnrly satisfactory to the adjuceus corner loungers,
who crowidod to the arena poll-mgH, aund even some
pious church-going people, who hagprued to be passing
it the Hnie, halied io scan” the. seatsict, And now. the
contest had became exciting, in regard to the rising
clouds of dust, and the fiying of the feathers, and ‘the
click, click of tho.spurs, ¥n the midrt of the. general
guftaw, two anciont. fempies appetred upon the sceng
with broomsticks, and speedily - effected & separation of
the combnepata.

A Yarmnrer Oypcer, — We can at least
boort of one efficer on vur pelice furco who is Le# afrnid
to 9o his duty and Brived MIRTTEANT Mle beulers for fheir
cTatlty, and that is oficer No- 17 o tho Telrye. curpl
Me does not parley With the drivers, bt mgkoes them uns
hitel snd hast their o a8 kingly when overburidenod A
dozon cucl ofteers would goon rid our sireats of daily ax=
habitiong of cruelty, - Next tn wife beating in the geale of
erime comes mule beating; thy dxst may eometimeq b
excueable, the socond nover, :



