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EXTRACT FROM THE LAST SPEECH OF
STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. it The conspiracy
to break mp the Union is a fact now known to
all, Armies are being raised, and war levied
to accomplish it. There can be but two sides
to the controversy. Every man must be on the
side of the United States or against it. There
can be ne neutrals in this war. Thers ean bs
none but patriots and traitors.??

THE LATEST WAR NEWS.

The steamer I/linois arrived at New York yos-
terday, with advices from Port Royal to the 23th
inst. The most important event that has recently
transpired in that quarter is the occupation by our
troops of Tybee Island, which is situated in Tyhee
Bay, on the seuth side of the entrance to the Sa-
vannah river, in Georgia. The rebel works at that
point had been evacuated, and our forces met with
no resistance in their attempt to hoist the Stars and
Stripes upon that portion of the soil of the Empire
State of the South. ‘f Contrabands’ continue to
arrive In gréeat numbers at Port Royal, and the
problem of ¢ What shall we do with them?”’ is evi-
dertly destined to daily increase in practical im-
portance. General Sherman has built entrench-
ments across the whole island he oceupies, and
the rebele will doubtless find it impessible to
didodge him. Another expedition, to consist
of two brigades, under General Vielle, iz about
to sail for some point, not yet disclosed, on
the Southern const, The pecple of the Southern
sesbontd are ploinly destined to be constantly ha-
rassed as long as they persistin maintrining a re-
bellious attitude, and they can never regain peace,
security. or prosperity, until the power of the
Federal Government over the whole country is
thoroughly re-established.  Ye publish on our first
page a deseription of the expedition now being
fitted out at Annapolis by Gen. Burnside, and the
preparations made to render it effective indicate
1hat it will perform an important share of the great
work of crushing the rebellion. .

The rebel Convention at Russelville, Kentueky.
mnade upof afew of the leading conspirators of
the State, have passed an ordinance of Secession,
which is only important so far as it serves to illus-
trate the absurdity of the whole Secession theory,
and the impossibility of maintaining any Govern-
ment which would confess that its existence was
constantly dependent upon the will of gdistinct
Stutes.

It i3 reported that the privateer Sempter has
been captured, on the coast of Texas, by a United
States frigate; but false rumors of a similar
character have so often been cirealated heretofore,
that we fear this statement iz also untrae.

Tre pEOPLE of Western Virginia will shortly
be organized into a new State. At an clee-
tion held on the 24th of October they unani-
mously expressed a desire to be separated
from the State Government of Virginia. The
Convention is now in session in the city of
Wheeling to complete the arrangements for a
division of the State, and it is very probable
that during the present session of Congress
commissioners from the State of Kanawha will
present their claims for admission into the
Confederacy of the Union. :

There are some reéasons why it would have
been better if the people of  Western Virginia
had postponed this action until another time.-
We confess it looks to us like a doubt as to

the power of the General’ Government in
crushing this rebellion. . It seems as if an ad-
vantage was taken of the disturbed condition
of aftairs to throw off the Statc soverciguty
which is odious, cxpensive, and demoralized.
And while we should have wished that these

loyal people had waited until the national !

triumph had been assured, we are nevertheless
disposed to assent to -their wishes -and admit

them to all the rights and privileges of “the .

Union.

Between the Eastern and Western sections
of Virginia there has been but little sympathy.
The Eastern portion of the State was as ex-
clusively and thoroughly a slave community as
Alabama or Mississippi. The people enter-
tained thos¢ aristocratic and stately notions
which these lordly planters ave so fond of ex-
hibiting. The source of" their wealth was the
development of the  slave system and the ex-
portation of negroes to the lower Cotton
Statess The resources of their country have
been drained to supply an unnatural inethod of

agriculture, and from the want of that en- !

ergy and thrift which so characterize the
Northern people their mansions are passing
into ruin, and. their {farms are becoming bar-
ren and unproductive.

It is not so in Western Virginia. ~Slaves |
form a very small percentage of their popula- '
Slave labor is but rarely used ; and- its
people have bLeen oppressed by the heavy ;

tion.

taxes which the existence of slavery and the

poverty of the Eastern portion of the State

have rendered mnecessary. They are loyal
men, devated to the Union as it iy, and detest-
ing the Southern Government, whose success
would be their ruin. In all the social, politi-
cal, and industrial relations of life, there is an
_absolute want of congeniality between. these
sections. It is proper, then, in view of these

facts, that the people of Western Virginia

should be permitted to choose a State Govern-
ment of their own. That Government will
be one of freedom, and In this fact we find

a source for self-congratulation ; for as free- -

dom extends advancement extends, and the
establishment of the State of Kanawha will be

a benefit to its people and a proper tribute :

16 the enlightened sentiment of the age.

Irish-American News.
It 1 stated in the Drogheda Conservative, an

Trish paper, that several of -the young men l
who are officers in the Pope’s Brigade, which !

went to Italy last year, < have determined to
¢migrate to the United States, and - join the
Irish Brigade which is now being raised under

MEAGHER, to chastise the Confederate insur-

gents.”

Mr. Forrest's Appearance 1 Phaladelphia,

Epwix Forrest, the great exponent of the
legitimate drama, will appear at the Academy
of Music on Monday evening. It is unneces-
sary to advert to Mr. FoRREST’3 genius, and
the rare chapter that will be taken up with his
performance in the history of the stage. Suf-
fice it to say, that no man has so satisfactorily
interpreted the master characters of the lead-
ing plays, and stands so generally . confessed
the preat histrionic exemplar of his date and
day. With many parts he is inseparably asso-
ciated, all other attempts to individualize them
belng imitations of his style.  In Richelien his
perfection was pronounced by Burrwen
LyTrox ; in Lear, no actor since SHAKIPEARE
has approximated to his" genius; as Claude
Mebnstte hie has been as soft and tender as the

present ideal of the dramatist; and many !
parts, as Sparfacus, Damon, and Metamora, |

owe all their prominence to the power and
pathos of Epwin Fosgrksr. Qur DBoston
Ictter refers at length to the fragedian’s suc-
cess in that city. Supported by a capable

company, including Mrs. GLADSTANE, a. beau- |
tiful and talented woman, and Mr. Jonx Me- ;

Crirorey, whose first snceoss waa attained in

Philadelphia, Mr. Forrest will open at the :

Academy, on Monday evening, in Swak-
sPEARE’S sublimest conception, ¢ ¥amlet.””

The box office will be open for the sals of !

seats to-day and to-morrow, and the people
will have an opportunity to witness, perhaps
in his Jast earthly trinmph, the eminent trage-
dian whose early years were passed in Phila-
delphia, and whose fame is inseparably con-
nected with this city.

Enisprron REviEW.—From W. B. Zieber, agent
here for the republished DBritish guarterlies, and
Bluekwood, we have the new number of the Edin-
burgh Review. It contains eleven articles, the

COL. CHARLES J. BIDDLE.

‘ Als a part of the history of these stirring
i fimgy, we print the correspondence between
:govegal ¢ distingnished®  citiaens of hila-

(lcllr}nin and the Hon. Col. Cuanues J. Bk,
! Reptesentative from the Second Congressional
! district in this State. The object of the letter
! 1o Colonel Bronre was to request him to re-
! sign lis command of one of the Pennsylvania
regiments in the division of Major General
McCavry, which request Colonel Bippre has
complicd with in a most extraordinary letter.
The mere matter of resigning a military com-
mand, at such a period as this, may be the re-
sult of necessity or of taste, and Culonel Bin-
»iF had a right t0 ¢hoose between remaining
in the aymy and assuming his seat in Congress,
But we submit whether in leaving the army it
was fairly dealing with his eountry, we will not
say his constituents, to indulge in a party
appeal calculated to divide, instead of uniting,
the friends of the American Union. After
reading his letter our grief and amazement
that so excellent and esteemed a citizen should
have put his name 10 such a missive, gave way
to a scitled satisfaction that he had left the
American army. Col. BropLe is an honest
man, and we arc no less honest in the declara-
tion that a gentleman who entertains his sen-
timents _ought not to remain in the American
army. Asa Representative in Congress, such
a citizen. can do comparatively little harin;
for, besides having before. him . the fate of
eviry man who hay attempted to sxcite party
feeling in the midst of this great struggle, he
can: be replied to on the spot, his profes-
sions exposed, and his -iheorics answered;
whereas; in the military serviee, as the known
advoeate of opinions that would be certain to
be regarded by the troopsas the utterances
of a superior. ofticer; dissensions of the most
grievous character would be the inevitable
resnlt. :

A few months have worked a marked change
in Gol. BinnLe’s sentiments.  When he ac--
cepted the nomination for Congress, we heard
of him only as a patriotic sqldiér, an indcpén-
dent citizen; and. so indifferent to party as to
prefer the camp . during - his own: canvass, and
even to- decline. occupying: his seat in Con-
gress dm-ing the called session.  The following
-card, printed.in great capitals in the daily
papers, and staring from ten thousand glaring
placards, was his platform  before his elec-
tion: ! i V

= CAMr MASON AND Dixon’s LiNe,
% Beyond Centreville, via Bedford, Pa.,
« June 29, 1861.

«Iox. - A. V. Parsoxs: The nomination takes
me wholly by surprise. I thank you all for this great
and upsolieited honor. I am, I trust, a true son of
Pennsylvania, ready o serve herwhen, and where,
and how she plenses. My present position is most
congenial to me ; but I will not place my own.pre-
ference in opposition to the people’s wish.  If elected.,
Iwill serve assoon as I ean quit the field without
dishonor. Philadelphia would not expectme sooner.
I will give no partisan pledges. X will try to'do

my duty in whatever sphere it may piease God to
; place me. CoaRrLEs J. BipDdLE.”

pLE’s Thanksgiving letter to the committee
i arg 2 somewhat marked contrast to his June
: platform above printed:
|~ «When the national flag. was struck down at
i Charleston, and the national capital wasthreatened
! by Secession, the North rose like ons man.. The
| world saw with astonishment the great uprising of
i the people. - Europe prejudged the issue in our
i favor ; yet, as if smitten with blindness, the Re-
i publican leadors seemed striving to waste and dissi-
| pate. instead of to seize and use the noble material
i for great armies which wag, with senreely any limlt,
* placed at their disposal.. The soldier who offered
+ himse]f for the public’ service found that he must
| ear-wig some politician before he could be allowed
: the privilege to fight or die for his country. Men
.. began to say that the war was to be made ¢ 2 Black
: Repuhlican job.’ )
;% Politicians werc put at the head of troops—poli-
.. ticians who thought that to wear luce and feathers,
i and to pocket pay, was the whole duty of the offi-
i eer—feasting and frolicing, and ~speech-making
i took the place of training and discipline; and,
. while the officer spouted and revelled, the rank and
. file were robbed of their first right—the right to
{ gkilful guidance and instruction. The reins were
: nominally put into the hands of a venerable chief-
. tain; but every politician, every ¢able editor,”
. took a pull at them, till they upset the coach.
i - & Amid shouts of On te Rickiuond,’ the North,
; with its teeming populatien, found itself outnum-
* bered at every point of conflict, and the battle of
. Bull Run proved that the Adminstration had known
" neither its own strength nor the enemy’s. < Where

then were onr legions?’ we may well ask ofit.
- But the battle of Rull Run was not without its
. fruits. for us. Panic-stricken selfishness, seeking
; self-preservation, lighted on those who could save
+it. The direction of the army passed into the hands
i of soldiers, A general, born here among us, re-

stored to their due supremacy the martial virtues
. that insure success in war; trained and competent
. officers second his effurts. scores of imbeciles have
been pushed out of service; and this good work
still yrogresses.””

The ecommission in the regiment, of which
Col. Biopie was the commanding officer, was
conferred by a ¢ Black Republican” Govern-
* or, and the same ¢ Black Republican®?- Go-

vernor -urged his acceptance of the higher
. post of Brigadier General. Hundreds - of
!« Black Republicans®? voted for him on the
¢ strength of the above Card, and at least one of
- his organs in this.city contended that, if sent
‘ to Congress, he would ‘be among the most
- carnest .. of ~ the  defenders of - the war
i policy _of the Administration. What, in
" fact, is the duty of the true friend of the

i The following paragraphs from Col. Bip-

- war and of the country mow? Is it to-re-
* call the errors. of . the : past—to locate the re-
[ sponsibility of these errors upon public ser
. vants already overburdened with difficulties
“and responsibilities—to charge political favo.
" ritism upont the Executive, and to insist, in
the rampant thetoric of partisan - clubs, that
{ < the war is to be made a Black Republican
i job”—s< a party job?” A thousand times no!
i By common consent, all loyal men joined
* hands after Bull Rum, to bury the past—to
! move in solid column upon the common ene-
my.  The politicians . who shouted, «On to
] Richmond,”” repented - under the rebuke - of
i their own followers, and new myriads and new
© millions were offered and accepted in the midst
! of this great revival—this universal resolution
| to remember the country alone.  We submit,
g withallrespect,that if any man was doubly bound
[ to second and sympathize with this marvcllous
i enthusiasm, it was Col. Bmpre. ~He was
| bound equally by his military obligations and
; Dy his voluntary pledge to the people of the
| Second Congressional dstrict before his clocs
. tion. But what has induced his unexpected
! change of tone? Even if wc admiited the
justice of his petulant criticisms upon ¢ Black
1 Republicans,” and political soldiers, and ¢flace
i and feathers,” and ¢ feastizg and frolicking,”
! we would still have to ask him if the popular
i confidence in General McCrLELLAN and Presi-
. dent Lixcory has not been productive of the
ébest results on land and sea. Col. BiooLe
i lives in the past. Discussing party issues
! and military mistakes, he refuses to acknow-
; ledge the lesson of the times, and to imitate
| the example of other brave men in arma.

i There are Democrats in addition to Colonel
i BropLg—¢¢ older, if not better > Democrats,
! who do not look: upon. this war as a ¢ job,”
i or doem it theii diity to excite party: feel-
{ ings in the present crisis, or to place the
! responsibility®of - the war upon .the wrong
| shoulders, or to sit silent under the mani-
ities of the Secession leaders and
armies — Democrats, let us add, appointed
i to high command by a ¢ Black Republican >
¢ President or Governor, and Democrats who
have been elected to high civil positions by

{ « Black Republican®’ voters. Major General
" Benaamin F. Burier, of Massachusetts;
: Brigadier General JouN A. McOLERNAND,
i'of INinois;: Brigadier General Tuomas F.
-~ MeAcuer, of. New  York, mot to name

., hosts of others, do not make their Democracy

! a boast, and devote their great talents to

* assaults upon those authorities to whom the

management of the war must of necessity be en-
trusted. ' Those brave men, all of whom have

" been under fire, all of whom have been the

most interesting of which are those on the Disunion —bitterest “opponents - of ~President Lixcoww,

of America, Lord Macaulay’s history, Lavérgne

o thé Agricullure of France, the Story of Burnt

Njab, Thiers's Kevolution: of the Hundred Days,

Mrs. Browning’s poetry, and Dr. Hessey’s Bomp- °
ton Lecture on the origin, history, and present obli- .
gation of Sunday. This last i3 an admirable and |

exheustive article.

ITALiAN MARBLE Gnours, Ficunes, Busts,

OBJECTS OF ART IN VERDE ANTIQUE, AT PyBLIG

SALE.—A collection of valuable Italian -marble

statuary, Verde antique figures, &ec., will be sold
at public sale, on Wednesday morning next, at the
store (engaged for the occasion) No. 1307 Chestnut
ptreet. Thess valuable objoects of ark have been ex-
ecuted by eminent artists in Italy, and are well

wortby the attention of amateurs. They will be on

exhibition three days previous to the sale.

= M 7. H. Siddons, Professor of Elocution
in the College of Columbia, New York, will read
Dickens’  Chimes,’’ and some  selectiona from
Lover and Hood, at the Continental Hotel, this
u.'aning. M. Siddons iIs giéha—ner‘xew of Fonn
Kemble, the great tragedian, and we dare say tha
many Philadelphians, who met him at Atlantic

City, Inst summer, will gladly renew their acquaint-

ance with him on this occasion.
el -l
CoroNer. Warp H. Lamon has gone to
Springfield on a matrimonisl mission.
be marriel on the 34th instant to: Miss Losan,
dnu}hter of Judge Logan, of Illinois.~Chicogo
Tribune,

He was to

. have declared, in terms of memaorable - elo-
quence, that it was the duty of every Demo-
. erat who really loves his country to drop the
partisan cloak, to frown upon cvery -effort to
create divisions among the people, to sustain
. the President and his constitutional advisers
‘ by the most unqualified support of his policy,
" and to-strike treason in its strongholds, by every
means known fo war between great and free
Governments and unmitigated and savage rebel-
tions. The Democratic party, so favorably eulo-
gized by Col. BipDLE, i§ not so hugely be-
loved by these veteran. Democrats and battle-
scarred soldiers. They dare to proclaim the
fact that the meost busy and mischievous of
! the secret foes of our flag and our country are
' among the Democratic leaders.  We think
" we necd go no further than to the signers of
the letter to Col. Bioore to find more than
one who only a few months ago were inquired
after by multitudes of inhospitable citisons,
who would not believe they were any better
patriots because they were such superfine De-
mocrats. This was after Sumpter fell,
i Itisjust to Mr. Dacpas to say that, with all
; his known feclings in favor of the war, he
i could not have signed the letter to- Col. Bip-
DLE If hie was expected to approve the reply of
that gallant Gongressmanm, -~ :
| We'trust those excellent and venerable De-

mocrats, the aforesaid signers—for, as a good
historian, we cannot withhold the admission
that the Democratic leaders of the present
day are Hou. Josiau Ranpaur, Grongs M.
Wrnarron, Esq., and Hon. Joux Capwarna-
pER—will not complain if we asgk them to look
into the glass sct up for the admiration of their
schoo! by that accteepd organ of the Breckin-
ridge party last ycar, the Hon. Danizn S.
DickivsoN, of New York., Ie said, a few
months ago:

i Any Democrat that undertakes to embarrass
the Administration, whether he Ioves or hates it, in
such a crisis as this, is no Democrat and no good
citizen, and ought to be put up a3 a monument for
scorn to point her slow, unmoving finger at. Mis

cnuinencss Just Lo about equal to thut of the'old

tevolutionary soldicr [ have heard of in the interior
of Pennsylvania. The inhabitants of the place had
determined on having a Fourth of July colebration
of tbe old-fashioned, sprend-eagle kind, and looked
for a man for n Revolutionary soldier to give in-
terest to the ocension, and finally suceseded in find-
ing ene, An _old German. He was brought a great
distance and placed upon the platform near tho ora-
tor, who waxed grandly cloguent upon the daring
and patriolic deeds of the surviving hero, and at
the close of the oration he was desired to give some
of his personal recollections of the war, ‘You,’
said the president, ‘ must have known Washing-
ton?’ ¢Yes, I knew him.” ¢ Where did you meet
him?° ¢ At Trenton.” *Were you in the battle 2’
¢ Yes, I surrender to Vashington.” ¢ You surrender
to Washington! How was that? 7 wos von
Iessian !" " [Great laughter.]

« Now, I'think when you find men prating zbout
the Domocracy embarrassing the Administration at
such a time as this, when you inquire their history,
you will find they were ‘zon Hessian.'™

[1f the TIon. W¥. B. RFED had been ong of
the signers to the letter to Col. Bpik, the
allusion of the old New York Democrat might
have been applicd to him 1] - ‘ :
“But to return to Col. Biovrr. - It is some-
what inappropriate to the text of his letter to
select McOrELLAx and Dreoxt as the men
é .who bave in-charge the honor of our flag.on
land and sea*®—as the men whom ¢ the Demo-
cratic party will sustain.”’ Are we to under-
stand from -Col. BiopLe that in Congress he
will show his regard for these ¢ men,” by op-
‘posing. the JAdministration in the management
of the war?  If this is his plan, he will receive
very cold thanks from these heroes. - But this
would -scem to be his plan. He. tells his
fricnds in his letter, < that the Democratic
party sought to keep the peace among the
States, with honor to thém all; but while
the war lasts, into which -the “Abolitionists of
the North and the precipitationists of the South
have lhurried us,” &c. 'Here, we opine, is
history misread. If Colonel Bippir intends
this as his mew platform, he will probably
have to prepare himself for some such re-
ply as was pronounced during the ~called
session by the: gallant Col RiCHARDSON, of
Illinois, when Mr. Bunxgrr, of Kentueky, at-
tempted to make good nearly the same alle-
gation. - Both General McCrLELLAN and Com-
modore . DvroxT - belong to the school of
men-who do mof believe -that the < Demo-
cratic party sought to keep the peace among
the States, with honor to them all.”? - Colonel
Bippire was a devoted friend of BRECKINRIDGE
last year; McCirrnax was actively for Dou-
arag;, and Dupoxr i of the . Delaware
Dtroxts, whose decided Republican pro-
clivities are known to cverybody in this vi-
cinity.  We know that McCrLELLAN was - the
bold “@hd  wirésérved oppenenl of  the -Demo-
cratic parly as maintarned by Colonel BrobLE
and the signers of the lelfer to him. . Both of
these men have frequently and publiely stated
that if the Southern people had but confided
in the genérosity of the free States, there
would have been -neither Secession nor war,
and Doth will, we solemnly believe, now
say, if ealled npon, that the Southern traitors
worked for and desired dissolution.

Colonel BIppLE falls into & worse dilemma
when he cites the names of McCrEuAN and
Duroxt as exclusively or especially worthy of
¢ Democratic 77 support. In his anxiety to
fetter the Administration, he revives the re-
collection of the blunders of July, tries to
make the -Administration responsible for the
Bull Run disaster (!), and attempts to show
that the President confers military honors
‘upon his own political fayorites. But why
does not Colonel BiopLE admit that it was this
very < Black Republican *’ President, ABRA-
wax Lixcorw, that ealled the Douglas Demo-
crat, GEoree B: McCrerLax—a general
born here among us —into the regular army
as’a major general, early in the campaign,
and long before Bull Run?  Why not state
the notorious fact that it was a ¢ Black Re-
publican®* Administration that put the namc of
McOreLran_ above that of Freyonw, o éhat
1the first could rank the second ? Why not be
just,and eay that after Bull Run it was the
¢ Black™ Republican®. : LincoryN. that- called
the - Democrat - McCLeLnAx to the. Depart-
ment of the Potomac? And why not, to
crown the column of Congressional ¢andor,
and to - ilhistrate  the ¢ martial virtues,?
say out, in the face of God and man,
it was this same ¢ Black Republican > Presi-
dent, that of his own motion, in the midst of
military rivalries and political doubters, ‘after
the retirement of Lieutenant General Scorr,
appointed the Douglas Democrat, McCLELLAN,
Commander-in-chief of the vast army of the
United States? ‘
As‘to Commodore Dvront, Golonel BIDDLE
should know that it was a <¢Black Republi-
can” Administration that put him’ into the
high position he now occupies, and a < Black
Republican?” Administration that yesvganized
and reinvigorated - the “navy, and carried out
the recommendations of Dvpoxt and his asso-
ciates, when they dared popular odium’ by
rendering their fearless verdict as members of
the Naval Retiring Board. Of these things,
however, the Representative of the Second
Gongressional district says nothing,

It will thus be seen that Colonel BropiE is
at fault in the introduction of these two illus-
trations of his new platform. They disprove
his charges against Mr. Lixcorx’s Administra-
tion, and they confute his assumption as to the
origin of this war. 7

Though .we regrot that Colonel Biopre
should have deemed it proper to exhibit a
spirit so-well: calculated—we will not say ine
tended—to inflame the public mind, at a time
when disinterested - counsels and united action
are vital to _the success of the cause of the
country, we much more regret that amid
plenty of [invective: for -the ¢ Black Republi-
cans *’ he has but . few sentences against the
rebels. Even the little he says of them is
qualified by putting’ them in juxtapesition
with. the ¢ Abolitiorists.”” - It is unnecessary
to elaborate this point.

‘When Col. BiopLe was a candidate for Con-
gress, last July, Tue PrEss cncountered much
opposition, and even abuse, because it refused
to support him. We knew him to be an honest
and siraight-forward -man; and we . believed
that if he had any sympathies they were with
those with whom he had  acted in. the -last
Presidential campaign. We knew his cou-
rage, for he had proved it in Mexico. ~Bu?
we felt that no man, nomalier how near lo us—
father,” brother;” or  friend—could receive the
support of. this jouraal who hid not in him the
conscience of ths fight. Colonel BivbLe came
of a family that had shed ijts blood for the
country in former strifes. Te was one-.in
whom personally we recognized many soble
elements. It was among our best hopes to sce
him throw his - high character and- storied
lincage on the side of free government as
against the slave despotism; and for & Drief
period this hope was encouraged. - But when
he was put forward as- a candidate for Con-
gress in the Second district, by influences and
nnder a platform that proved him to be a sym-
pathizer with men who had doubts of the jus-
tice of this war, we opposed him.. Only a few
days before the election in July we said of him :

¢t Col. Biddle has many quslities to commend
him te popular favor ; bat h_n.vin% acted during ths
Jast Presidential contest with the supporters of
Breckinridge, and being now sustained most ac-
tively by the politicians who sympathize with the
Disunionists, who are the authors of all our troubles,
and are eager to throw obstacles in the way of a
vigorous prosecution ‘of the war, he can scarcely
expect to fully gain public confidence, if he does
not pledge himself to give an unqualified support
to the war policy of the Government, and expressly
repudiate all compromite arrangements.’’

And again, on the very day of the clection,
Tuk Press said :

"% We have spoken of Mr. Biddle’s record, and
hero we busc our most serious objections to him asa
sandidate for Congress. We have no guarantee of
his unwillingness to join hands with the foes of the
Administration and a vigorous war policy. He
wus 8 sympathizer with- Mr. Breckinridge in the
lust canvass, and, salthough this does not-dis-
qualify him, it justifies us in exercising a cautious
vigilance. He was among the . early friends of
Douglas, but when tho shadows fell aoros: the
path” of that distinguished statesman, he sought
the temporary sunshine which nourished John C.
Brockinridge. He is the nomince of a convention
whote members wera shatan, 183k autumn, by the
remains of the custom-house clique, which was im-

sed upon us_for four years by a dishonored Ad-
ministration. Ilewas nominated by men whom we
distrust, and who have given us good reasong for
distrustiog them. #heresolutions on which he will

times demand ; and on the platformn they present,
an enemy of the -Administration could “act more
¢fiiciently than a friend.™

Golonel Binpre has, therefore, fullilled our

predictions. ~ We take no credit for having

‘Breckinridge, will no longer declaim his trea-

be expected to act, if elected, are not what the:

heen a true prophet.  We should have re-
jolced if he had disappointed us. 1lie wns
eleeted becsuse he wore the American uni-
form. Ia honored it in Mexico, and woyld
have honored itin Virginia. But in resigning
his commission in the American avmy he has
paid the highest tribyte to his sincere oppoui-
tion to the constituted authorities, and we
trust that his oxample will be followed by all
ofticers entertaining the same opinions,

v @

LETTER FROM ¢ OCCASIONAL."

Wasumaroy, November 28, 1861,

Strange faces are appearing upoh the Ave.
nue. Washington has been a city of soldiers
since April—it will be a city of politicians un-
tit May. Every train brings delegations of Con-
gressmenj the  departments - have a busy
Ivok; the Secretaries are shut up from the
crowds_of anxious. and interested applicants
for interview ; the painters are giving the last
touch to the Capitol; workmen are plying the
hammer busily; the dust and eobwebs are
oeing brushed from the halls of legislation, and
both branches of Congress have a bright and
business look. - At the coming of Congress-
men we have an -immense crowd of sight-
scers from all parts of . the country who desire
to spend a winter in ' Washington, and to hear
the lions roarin the Capitol.  The hotels are
crammed, and a walk’ through' the lobby of
Willard*s or the National would be an interest
ing, if not a disagreeable, undertaking., Tex-
peet before Sunday night there will be more
than. a: quorum: of Senators and members in
attendance, and, when the clock strikes noon,
on Monday, the legislative deama will open.

The legislative drama. There is more fit-
ness in this phrase than you will be willing to
concede. It is ‘a great game; this legislation
—every part is filled, the -appointments are
excellent, - the moral- of “the “play is . a
sublime onc; and,- if-1 - may spesk like a
manager,  the atiractions - of - the = scason
will be of -5 most uncqualled character. No
one can speculate upon what course events
may take in the hands of the national repre-
sentatives. I believe, as a general thing, they
are patrietic men. I trust they comprehend
the necessitics of this trying hour; and that
they will deal with them -like patriots and
statesmen. - What a field for fame! - What an
opportunity for the exhibition of frue great-
ness! The Republic of America presents the
problem with which only the first of intellects
is capable of dcaling, and who shall solve it?
Who shall rise to the stern emergencies of the
hour? . Who shall comprehend, thoroughly
and fully, what the country needs to bring back
strength and health to-her wasted frame? . We
are in that peculiar condition of affairs when
only the greatest minds can command obedi-
etige and respect, and who among our- legisla-
tors will command that position ?

What will Congress do? I have spoken
with many of the members, and I am con-
vinced that they are as undecided in their own
minds as arc the people in. what ™ they expect
of them. It will be impossible to classify the
members under the old designations—it will
be almost as difficult to malke 4 new. and arbi-

The post oflice department—one of the most
delicate and dificnit under the Government—
is ably controlled by Montgomery Blair, and
Gongress will be called upon to endorse nanv
of his excellent reforins and necessary changcs..

In the meantime, the army is quict. Gom-
batants are resting upon their swords.  The
cold monthsare coming upon us, and the days
are dawrk and dreary. Look out for a busy
winter. The capital was never more lively,
Ttz business i sverwhelming, and the season
upon us will be a scason of strifcs and
changes, and grave events. It will be a sea-
son of history. Occas1oNAL,

LATEST NEWS

BY TELEGRAPH.

FROM WASHINGTON.

v«Specinl Despaiches to The Press.’

WasiiNetox, November 28, 1861.
The Reconnoissance to Dranesvalie,

Surgeon ALEXANDER, of the First Pennsylvania
Reserve Gavulry, who was wounded at- Draneaville

danger. ’
Joseri HoUGNLING, who was also wounded; died
last night.
Tuomas CoLEMAN, a rebel guerilla, died last
night, from injuries reccived 'during the same
skirmish. }le was a brother of CiARLES CoLE-
MAXN, and " the proprietor of the hotel at Dranes-
ville, who boasted of having exhibited the head of
2 Federal coldier in front of that establishment.
A-'portion of the twelve prisoners brought to
Washington were. prominent civilians;” who were
found with arms in their bands.
From the Lower Potomac.
Captain KiEnL, commanding the steamer Relsn-
deer, went down the Potomae, yesterday, to Budd'’s
Ferry, and returned to-day. He reports everything
quiet in that vicinity. -~ He brought up one contra-
band. :
A Uniform System of Passes.
An order was issued to-day by Gen. PorTER, the
provost marshal of Washingten, endorsed by Gen.
McCrLELLAN, empowering Capt. R. M. Evaxsto
investignte the subject of passes, doubtless with a
view of establishing 2 more uniform system, which"
will afford better security to the public service.
Thanksgivang Day in the Camps.
Thanksgiving was generally observed’ to-day in
the camps, the soldiers being amply provided with
the means for that purpose. :
The Transportation of Military Supphes.
The report of -Major BELGER, quartermaster at
Baltimore, is satisfactory to the War Departmont,
shoving that he has despatched the forage of . two
hundred and three vessels, by railroad, to Wash-.
ingten within the last thirty days, being an average
of  2.000 tons per day, besides a large amount of
stores to the Subgistence Department. - Much va-
luable assistance has been rendered by Mr. McFaRr-
LANT to Major BELGER.
Another Reconnoissance to Vienna.
Two reesnnoidsancey were made to-day from Gen-
erals PorTxr’s and Syrru’s divisions, in the neigh-
borhood of Vienna. - They saw what was supposed
to be a regiment of rchel cavalry at a distance.
Washmgton News and Gossip.
This being - Thanksgiving Day, the stores are

trary classification. - I never saw such. a mul-
titude of public men who are what may be
called ¢ on the fence.”” 'On one point they |
agree, The Union must ‘be saved, this way |
must be waged for its salvation, and Congress '
must strengthen the arm of ' the ‘Executive “in
pushing it to asuccessful fclose. "It will be
in the details, in the method of accomplishing
these ends, that difficulties will arise. - You
may look for them in all “quarters, and - in all
questions—on - the financial arrangements; on :
the management of the campaign in Missouri ;
on the rates of taxation; on the apportion-
ment of troops among the States; on the in-
ternational complications arising out of the
arrest of Dr. Gwin at New Granada, and - the
rebel ambassadors on the . Southern. seas; on
the regulation of revenue - duties; on the
management of the. blockade; and on every
conceivable question relating to the move-
ments and control of the army. - Therc will
be a host of claim-hunters—men: who have
suffered by the march of the army over their
property ; men who have lost by the blockade,”
or the enforcement of the. non-intercourse
laws; men whose ships have been taken by
Southern pirates, and people who have been
banished from the South, and plundered Ofi
their possessions. . Amang othor things, Con- |
gress will be called upon to debate the neces. |
sity of a general confiscationact. The wisdom
of ‘such a measure is conceded with justice—
its propriety will be the only question at issue.
I am inclined to think that such a bill will be ,
passed, and that those who . have endeavored
to overthrow the Government will lose its pro- |
tection and support.

I have said it was impossible to classify the
present members; but, while there is apparent
unanimity, T must say that I leok for open
and angry divisions in sentintent. In the first
place, there will be advocates of peace, be- !
queathed to us by the old Breckinridge orga-
nization, who will be more anxious to conspire |
and plot and sverthrow than they were at the
last session, -You may look for any number ;
of statesmanlike resolutions looking to the

I

humiliation of the North, and the eventual '

récognition of the Southern Confederdey. I 1

‘have no doubt Mr. Vallandigham has a budget

in_his portfolio; that Mr. Cox bas a speech |

ready in_their support, and that Mr. Wood, of |

New York, Mr. Ancona, Mr, Johnson, and |
Mr. Cooper, of your own State, will be ready ‘
to vote for them. Mr. May remains in Fort |
Warren, and Mr. Burnett is with the Southern }
Confederacy, and - from these. inflictions the |
House will be spared. In the Senate, the
‘elegant aud accomplished traitor, John C. !
I
son_in sentences of silvery defiance. I have }
not- heard of Mr. Powell, but if he is not
against us in the fleld he will be against us on
the - floor. ~ Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, Mr. |
Bright, of Indiana, and the Senators from |
Missouri, will be as troublesome at this session
as they were at the last. John J. Crittenden
will, I have no doubt, resume the scat.in
which he so long and so honorably representcd
Kentucky. Mr. Guthric is ‘mentioned as' his
colleague in the event of Mr. Powell’s seces-
gion, and Reverdy Johnson may be a Senator :
from Maryland. The place of the lamented
Baker will be occupied by'a Mr. Stark, who |
has been appointed by the Governor of Ore- i
gon, and who, I.am told, is.a ‘member of the é
old Breckinridge organization, and openly in
favor of a humiliating peace. My information
comes from good authority, but I'sincerely
trust that I am dolbg Mr. Stark injustice, and
that the country will be spared the mortifica.
tion and the.shame of seeing the seat where
Baker so -lately immortalized himself by his
patriotic eloquence occupied by an encmy of
the Republic. .
1 do not know what will be done in refer-
ence to the perplexing yuastion of slavery. I
regret to say it, . but my impression is-that
this question will be an carly source of trouble.
‘While the extreme Southern men will be will-
ing to force an issne npon the Adminlstration
on the question of peace and recognition, I
am - afraid that those who are radical on this
issuc may be tempted to force another issue
upon -the ~Administration on the question of
emancipation. . That: this is the temper of
many .of -them it would be vain to deny. My
hope. is, however, that these - gentlemen, elo-
quent, experienced, and talented, as most of
thent are; and eHiglug to thelr opinions with a
conscientious tenacity, will see the true duty
which their patriotism teaches; that they will
allow the question of slavery to follow the
fortunes of the war, and they will not attempt
to sacrifice the loyalty of the North, and, per-
haps, the very safety of the Union, to what I
believe te be a mistaken idea of our rulers’
duty; for, lot me say it, that the . trnest fiiend

Of . course, much depends uponthe tone of
the President’s message, and the recommen-

; sent a holiday appearance.- The saloons and “bar-

" rebels vhoreside in Alexandria fired the town in
i yarious places this morning, and many others of

; sonted.

] ing one-half of the profits of the sutlers. - This

i over the Log- Bridge this afternoon.

A o 18th
of  freedom is he who refrains from agitation. ! to offi tho gourse of our Government towards the

closed, the churches are filled, and the streets pre-

rooms are well  patronized. The sireets are filled
with all sorts of rumors, Among them, one that
our adranced guard has taken up the line of march
towards Fairfax and Centreville ;- another, that the

an stjuslly absurd character. i

The First Pennsylvania Cavalry sent in thirteen
prisoners this morning. They were eaptured in
the vicinity of Drancsville.” They.are a desperate
set of characters.

It is stated that some of the becf contractors, a
few .days before the cattle are weighed, feed them
with as much hay as - they. can possibly eat—they
pext furnish them with as much salt -as they will
eat, and then give them as much water a3 thoy can
possibly diink. - Cattle ¢ fattened” in this way
will weigh nearly two hundred pounds more than
they otherwise would.

The.officers of Col. BirXEY’s Twenty.third Penn-
sylvania Regiment intend’ to have a grand ¢ re-
union™ to-morrow night atthe house of Mr. QueexN,
on the Bladensburg road, near the encampment.
Several ladses from Philadelphia are expected to
be present.. The services of the regimental band
will be brought into requisition for the occasion:

Gen. Basxs bud an interview with Assistant Se.
eretary of War Scorr this morning. :

#he new Fire Department, which will be or-

mized shortly after the meeting of Gongress, will
cgsist of one stesm fire engine from Philadelphia

afd one from Now Vork. Iiis fhe doct---f it
<urvauvy 10 have the firemen of hoth cities repre-

There is much complaint in some of the Pennsyl-
vania regiments in regard to the colonels demand-

matter i3 not confined io the Peansylvania regi-
ments alone. The poor volunteers are the suf.
ferers.

In the recmnoissanee which was-made by the
First Pennsylmnia Cavalry on. Dranagville, Msjo
OwEeN JoNEs, 1t the head of a squad, surrounded
the house of Dr DAy, a notorious” Secessionist,
The rebel dodor was taken out of his bed. He
protested aga?xst tho proceeding, said - that he was
a loyal man, snd too sick to be removed. He wag
brought awaywith -the other prisoners. We lost
but one man,a private in Company D.

The rebels had scven killed outright. One of
them, who ras wounded, was brought into our
camp. Heiad received two ballg in the head and
two in the bdy. He died this morning.” Among
{he prisones who were captured was a man by the
name of FARLEYT; an aid-de-camp to Gen. Boxmas,
formerly afmember of Congress from South Caros
lina, and alieutenant belonging to one of the South
Carolina rigiments. Colonel BAYARD, who com-
manded th reconnoissarce in person, had two balls
put througl his clothes, but was not injured.

hree rgimonts of New York volunteers passed

Severalnembers of Congress arrived here to-
day.

The cit{has been unusually quiet to-day, But
fow straggng soldiers have bsen Ssen in the streets.

"FROM MISSOURI.

Prition of the Rebel Forces.

RorrsMo., November 27.—Scouts arrived thig
morning, ringing defnite and relisble reports of
the movejents of the enemy in the southwestern
portion o the State. They were in the camp of
the rebelft Sarcoxie, on Thursday last.

Genpra McCulloch understands the retrograde
movemenof our army to be an attempt to get in
his rear, [s scouts having reported to him that our
whole fibe. was Crossing the White river. Mec-
Culloch jen marched to Springfield, where he is
now encaped with a force of 4,000 men.

Goner| Kains, who had command at Sarcoxié
with 7,0) men, left that place on Friday last, and
has joinl MeCnlloch by this tima.

Generi Price wag at Painville, McDonald eounty,
with thealance of the rebel army. He also took
up his arch on Friday, and i3 advancing north-
ward topin MeCulloch and Rains,

Pricepn his march, degolated the country, and
destroyl everything, in order to prevent our
troops fm getting in his rear.

Thergre no larga bodies of rebels between this
point a] Springfield.

Ther)are over a thousand refugee families now
here, any of them being in a destitute condition,
with a tiful prospect for the winter, and more are
constady arriving. .

The teasles are raging in the different camps
here to grest oxtent.

i From Boston.
MORE_OLITICAL PRISORERS RELEASED —- THE
srorbur RELEASE AT HOLMES' HOLE—LETTER

FROPOL- - LEE—THE REBELS ANXIOUS 70 BXx

CHAIE PRISONERS.

Bost, Nov. 28.—R. A. Carter, a member of
the 14 Maryland Legislature, was released from
Fort Vrren to-day. ‘

Thebllowing political prisoners from Kentueley
were # released : J. W. Roberts, Joseph T. Me-
Feat, . E. Grubbs, Stephen Wooldridge, J. W,
@riffirfuouis Holsclaw,; Frank Crane, H. Thurber,
J. Ba{ and A. McDowell,

Thatoreship Reélzase i reported at Hoimes'
Hole ﬁth six priseners aboard, destined for Fort
Warri

ColLee, of the Massachusetts Twentieth Regi-
mentLriwa from Richmond, in a letter dated the

t., that, a8 one of the officers drawn by lot

rebelirates, he is the inmate of a cell in the jail
at Rilmond, as also dre other officers. His health

dationy of his Cabinet Ministers. The mes-
sage of the Executive, I think, will be remark-
able for its candor and its conservatism, and
it is said by those who possess the confidence
of Mr. Lincoln, to - be a document: of great
power.
tary Chase will be abundantly shown by his
financial policy; Secretary Cameron’s state-
ment of the condition of - the army. will be
looked for with interest, and-his report will
show, I am sure, that he has proved himself
1o be an able minister of ‘o responsible depart-
ment. - Sasoratavy Weallog will have a glawing
story from lis gifted pen, of the achieve-
ments of our navy; and the clear mind of the
sagacious Secretary of State will point the way
to an honorable solution of the - diplomatie
questions now threatening to embarrass us.
The troubles among the Indian tribes, and the
advancement ‘in agriculture and science; give
Secretary Smith a great opportunity, and his

report will show how well he has improved it.

The splendid intellect of Mr. Secre- :

is gq, and he gives the same account of Major

! Revd and Captains Bowman and Rockwood, who

" are ¢fined with him.

| CoLée adds that he is permitted to say, on

' goodebel anthority, that tho rekiels are not only
willi) but anxious, to effect an exchange of pri-

; senel :

‘ _,.'!he Western Virginia Convention,
:“inzr.mu, Nov. 28.—The fuil organization of
je Nestern Virginia Convention was perfocted to-
ty| The work of forming a State Constitution
is been assigned’ to nine committees. There is
y dvision of sentiment on the now Ktata guastion.
T4e business will be despatched as fast as possi+
ejand an appliontion made to Congress early in

ie lession for admittance into the Union.,
{Mis general outside opinisu 18 that a gradust
majeipation’ clauso will be adopted in the Con-
dtgion.
i No News from the South.

yesterday morning, i3 now: considered out of

the danger may come from. Between the two lat-

‘faction to learn that, under the care of his friends,

FROM OUR SOUTH CAROLIXA FORCES.

THE TRANSPORT ILLINOIS AT NEW YORK.

&

The Stars and Stripes floating
on Georgian Soil.

TYBEE ISLAND OCCUPIED BY OUE TROOPS,

BEAUFORT STILL UNOCCUPIED.

New Yonk, Nov. 28.—The steamer I//inois,
from Port Royal on Monday afternoon, the 25th
inst., arrived at this port to-day, bringing a mail,
and seventy-four passengers.

Among the passengers are Captain Yard, of the
sloop-of-war Dalr, who brings fourteen prisoners
captured in the schooners Specee and Mutel.

Edward Cuthbert, a planter, who was taken
prisoner on Ladies’ Island, nenr Deaufort, was
landed at Fort Lafayette by the 2/linois beforc
soming up.

The United States steamer Ilog arrived at Port
Royal on the 24th, and reported that Tyhes Island,
after being slightly shelled by the United States
gunboats Pocahontas, Seneer, Augusta, and the
Ilag, to which attack there was no response, was
taken possession of by the hoisting of the American
flag by a force of marines; who were sent on shiore
and found the rebel works evncuated.

Tybee Islend is at the mouth of the Savannah
river.” )

Contrabands continued to arrive at Port Royal in
large numbers.

Gen. Bherman has built entronchments across the
whole island. '

Sore-thront dicenses prevailed among our troops.

Large ‘quantities of cotton, uninjured, were still
found in the storehouses and barns.

Another expedition, consisting of two brigades,
under Gen. Vielle, was to suil soon from Port Royal
for some point on the Southern coast.

The stcamers Empire City, Calawbn, Marion,
DeClellan, DMuatanzasy Oriental, and all the light
gunbonts were to be employed on the new expedi-
tion. )

Deaufort was still unoccupied by our troops, but
two gunboats were anchored off the town.

Privates V. II. Hubbard and Inflan, of the
Eightb, and Private Nash, of the Ninth Maine Re-
giments, had died. ’

The steamer [Erigsson has also arrived at this
port (New York), bringing one prisoner and forty
three laborers from Port Royal.

The schooner Essex had arrived at Hilton Head,
reporting that she had been chased and fired at by
& pirate several times between St. Helena Sound
and Ifilton Head.

SOUTHERN NEWS, VIA LOUISVILLE.

THE REBEL KENTUCKY CONVENTION.

REPORTED CAPTURE OF THE PIRATE SUMPTER.

Y

LOUISVILLE, - Nov. 28.—The Bowling Green
Conrier of the 21st inst. says that the rebel Brige-
dier General George B, Crittenden, brother of
Thomas T. Crittenden; the Federal general, has
been promoted to a major generalship, and assigned
to the department of Cumberland Gap.

David L. Patterson, son-in-law of Andrew John-
gon, of  Texnessce, was arrested on-the 19th ult.,
and sent to Knoxville for trial,
_.'The Rebel Convention at Russellville, Kentucky,
has made a declaration of independence, passed an
ordinance of secession, and adopted the laws and
Constitution of Xentucky, where not inconsistent
with the aets of the rebel Government,

Richmond advices say that the British steam
sloop Racer was expected soon.

It is reported that the pirate Sumpter has heen
captured on the eonst of Texas, by the United
States frigate Mogard.

The First Thanksgiving 1n Virgima.

WHEELING, Va., November 23.—For the first
time in"the history of thiz Commonwealth, to-day
was ohserved as Thanksgiving, Governor Pierpont
being the first Governor who ever  proclaimed one.
Business -in  this city was. entirely suspended, and
the churches were well attended.

The Federal Fortifications on Ship
Island.

New. Yorgk, Nov. 28.—The schooner .J. IV. Gen-
ais; which arrived at this port to-day from Ship
Island, near New.Orleans, reports that the fortifica-
tions there have been finished, the guns mounted,
and 150 men detailed from the blockading fleat to
work them. .

Convicted of Manslaughter.
Havirax, November 28.—Captain Lane and
Burdell “have baen~convicted of gnanslaughter, in
the case of killing & police officer on the thip Skoo?-
i?lg Star. )

—_————

Gen. Jim Lane at Boston.

Bostow, Nov. 28.—Gen: Jim Lane and staff ar-
rived here to-day, and are quartered at the Ro-
vere House: :

Gen. Fremont at Albany.
New York, Nov. 28.—Gen. Fremont aud his
family passed through this city this afternoon,

Company O, Twenty-thiid Regiment P. v.
[Correspondence of The I’n-és.]
CaMp GRANAM, NEAR WAsHINGTON, D. C.,
November 25, 1561.

That Philadelphia must feel a particular intgrest
in this regiment will appear avident when I state
that our colonel, since the last pny day, has issued
drafts to his-men, amounting in the aggregate to
upwards of $6,000—this being for the Ilaudable
purpose of sending home to their families such
amounts a8 they could powibly spage, many of
them, to. my knowledge, sending home every cent
they received from the paymaster, and this in ad-
dition to large amounts sent home by other chan-
nels—by Aams Express, private letters, and by the
hands of individwals. Of the latter mode, one
person—the father of one of the men of the com-
pany “to which your correspondent is attached—
carried home nearly four hundred dollars.  Wiil
not the absve Hures show where the local sympa-
thies of the Twenty-third Regiment P. V. lie?

Our camp has been so often deseribed in the
papers of Philadelphia that a description of it here
would be superflucus. - Suffice it to say, that itlaya
in an apple orchard on the farm of a Mr. Queen,
on the Bladensburg road, about three miles to
the northward and ‘eastward of the .Capitol,
with 2 camp on each side of wus—the Thirty-
first Peonsylvania and the Long Island - First.
We are right in' the centre of the immense
chain of fortifizations, which the Government has
recently construoted, for the present aud future
protection of Washington.” These works are im-
mense, and extend thrsugh the whole length of
high land running southeast and northwest of the
capital, and which nature seems to have intended
for the very purpose to which it is now being oon-
verted. On every peak of this_clevation, au varth
foxrt has been constructed hastily, but with care,
and the woods between them cut down, so that no |
enemy can lurk between them, or pass, without re-
ceiving notice to leave, by hundreds of guns of
heavy calibre, which would be brought to bear on
him from every point; for not only are the more
prominent bills now surmounted with these formi-
dable batteries, but the smaller ones, on their fianks,
have slso earthwork batteries {o support them,
Théte axe net loss than seven of these forts within
sight of our camp, the guns from which could
be brought to bear on. an area of ocountry
of  at least sixteen miles, ~ The largest are
Forts Lincoln and - Bunker Hill, about a mile from
us, northeast, and Fort Totten, a quarter of & mils
northwest of us. The two latter will mount from
fifteen to twenty guns each, being 32 and 64-pound
pivot, and traversing so as to point in any direction

tor, abont 100 yards in the rear of ug, is a small bat-
tery, consisting of three guns, 32 pounders, which will
oompletely seal this valley to any enemy who may
dare attempt the capital on thisside. Our regiment,
with the rest, composing this division, have been as
busy as beavers cutting down the forests, burn-
ing the brushwood, and clearing away the land
around here generally, so as to leave an unob-
structed view between the different forts thrown up,
two companies - from each regiment being thus de-
tailed daily. The leaders of this unholy rebellion
against our Government, who have been wont to
rido about and rusticate in the country about hore
in years gone by, when they were respected and
wers looked to by an admiripg and induigent peos
ple, should they ever return, will look with amaze-
ment at the stupendous works which have been
constructed by the patriotic and energctic deter-
mination to Keep sacred and preserve from traitor
arms that few miles of territory set apaet by the
recommendation of the Father of his Country as
the sanctuary of republican liberty. .
I have been to almost all partsof the civilized
world, but have never yet seen a tract of territory
so completely defended as i3 the portion of the old
District of Columbia which lies on the Maryland
gide.

Our camp is in a most miserable locality for
health, being low, and ‘éobséquently very damp.
Long before sunset the deep foggy malaria can be
seen. rising from the damp earth, enveloping our
camp as in a huge cloud.. It'is not astonishing,
{hen, that the health of our men hag bagun o be
semsibly affected by it. Chills and fevers are very
prevalent, whilst that relentless and deadly foo to
the- soldier, the diarrheca, is doing its work, as ig
also the typhoid fever. Our flag is now at half-
mact, denoting tha daath of stie of our number,
who died last night in great agony, of the lasi-
named disease.. This is the fifth man who has died
of this eomplaint within the last three or four
weeks. Many others ave now in the hespital, su:
fering from it. - Oapt. Orr, of our company, went
home on furlough, to recruit from the effeots of the
fever. He was so low at the time that an ambu-
lance had to be provided, Wo have had the satis.

he has 50 far recovered as to promise to return ina
few days. Our second lieutenant i3 now so far gone
with it ns to render it necessary to follow the ¢ap-
tain—we all ‘hope with like results, as they both:

-sons had been learncd at Fortress Monroe, from the

“ aoncert which will be given at the Musical Fund

From Fortress Monree.
[CorronptAance of Phe Press,}
Forrress Moxnor, Nov. 29, 1861.

Welsh's Forty-fifth, Colonel White’s Fifty-fifth,
Colonel Powers' Seventy-sixth, Colonel Guss’

Colorrel Harlan,

The Ferty-fifth, under Colonel Welsh, arrived
here from Washington on the 2Ist, and will pro-
ceed to Port Royal, Sonth Carolina, ns 8oon as
transportation can be procured. The troops at this
place are genorally enjoylng good henlth. Our

passing the winter in the South, striking terrible
blows at the monster rebellion in its birthplace.
We are daily receiving letters and papers (prinei-
pally from Philadelphia) addredsed to officors and
men of Colonel Koltes' Forty-fifth Regiment, and
Colonel Uosline’s Forty-fifth Regiment; and as
there seems to be an error in regard to the number
of said regiments, it would he well to have it cor-
reoted. Colonel Welsh's seglment was organized
at Camp Curtin, (Marrisburg,) under authority of
the State Government, and by the same authority
was duly numbered 45—and is so recorded at
General McClellan’s headquarters; consequently
Colonel Xoltes' and Colonel Gosline’s regiments
-are not entitled to that number ; and azall letters:
addressed to the Ferty-ifth Regiment Pennsylvania
Volunteers find their way to our regiment, (putting
our officers-to considerablo trouble in ro-directing
and forwarding them,) it would bs woll- for your
readers to be more_careful in the backing of their
letters to their friends in the two regiments al-
tuded to. Moxros.

-George W, Curtis Leciures 1n Philadel-
) phia.

Our readers will remember that, in deference to
expressed ‘public sentiment, Mr. George William
Curtis” engagement {0 lecture in Philadelphia u
year ago was not fulfilled. .The alleged reason for
this was the lecturer’s radical views on the subject
of human slavery. A great change seems Lo have
taken place, as, instcad of the doors being closed
ngainst Mr. Curtis now, he was greeted by one of
‘the largest audiences ever assembled in this city,
and listened to, not only with patience, but enthu-
siasm, notwithstanding his lecture was more than
usually impregnated with the once contraband ole-
ment of Abolitionism. : ’ '

Befove commencing the lecture, ‘Mr. J. W.
White, seerctary of the Institute, made a- brief
address; substantially as follows : :

REMARKS OF MI. WHITE.

It surcly eannot be inappropriate on this day, set
apart by the Chief Executive of the Commonwenlth
ai a day of public thanksgiving, to cherish a spirit
of thankfulness for blessings not. enumerated in his
proclamation, and, therefore, without any douhts of
1ts propriety, 1 beg leave to include in tho list the

where.
The moertification and bitter .shame which we all
felt when freedom of speech was denied in Phila-
delphia has given place to gratitude, unfeizned, for
the triumph of liberty and law, for tho tri-
umph of “the true Ameriean idea of liberty
through law, and law  for the sake of liberty.
Instesd of the anarchy which it was predicted
would follow. the attempt to compel obedience to
law, it is one of the most cheering evidences of the
spirit - of society that every symptom of disorder
would be mow more strongly resisted tham cver;
for now, more than ever, since it has cost so much
treasure of life and money to maintain. it, do we
realize the blessings of orderly government and
the rights which it guaranties, And the most
gaered of these: rights is frée speech upon cvery
question of public interest, for no regeneruting pro-
cess in society can be carried on without it.
Therefore it is with no ordinary gratification that
I present the orater of the evening, because in him
freedom of speech was once assuiled, and in him
freedom of speech is’ to be vindicated in the ¢ity
which threatened him, and in the hall which was
closed against him. i i
I have now the honor and the
duece George William Curtis, of

leasure to intro-
ew York:

Mr, Cuttis commenced by snying. that sexte at
-this time were as rich and ripe as fruit on the
autumn trees. 1le”did not’choose his sabjeet ; it
was given: to him ' ky surrounding circumstances.
The country to-day was a vast camp, the nation a
great army ;. the time was one of wasr—war that
there might be honorable peace.  Peace was health
and strength, and manliness, and justice. ' National
peace . purchased  at the price of national honor
would be planted in shame, and could only portend
national decay. - At Dunker Hill all had been lost
but honor ;_had that been sacrificed the footsteps of
our fathicrs then would not now be sounding threugh
history the glory of the American name. . Qur honor
was our manhood. .In all groups of States, hovw-
ever bound together, the central idea was always
nationality. .. This was amply and learnedly illus-
trated by reference to oxisting geographic and his-
toric facts.

In this country we had not only the conditions
and necessities of nationality, but we had tha$ poli-
tical. union which, after all, was the secret of true
patriotism. We, a8 Americans, instinetively re-
pudiated the name ¢* Confederacy,’ or league, as
false and unreal. -Our idea wos uzien. Union
was the body of which thenation is the soul. - Ges.
Seott, on leaving New York, a few days ago, had
said truly, © My country is the Unéon.” . And yet
this idea had come upon us somewhat suddenty.
No longer ago than two years, when he bad last
spoken in’ Philadelphia, some very eminent: men
had, he:said,; cherished a secret doubt whether we
really were a nation, or whether we were a.nything
more than a great commereial company.: [Laugh-
ter| "All-through last winter he had looked on
with shame, as step by step, our na‘ion, under the
lead of traitors, went down deeper-and deeper into
the valley of. humiliation. = Since. then, however,
there had been a glorious change ; the nation was
aroused, and traitors were being estimated-at their
true standard. s = :

The lecturer's allusion. in this connection to the
capture. and  imprisonment of the.rebels, Mason
and Slidell, wasreceived with applause, deafening,
uproarious, and prolonged.’,The ladies waved their
handkerchiefs, and, laughed for very joy; and the
men stamped, - clapped  their hands, swung their
hats, and shouted. b :

Mr. Curtis’. apostrophe to™ the flag of the Union
was 8 thrilling burst of eloquence, as gracefully
and musically spoken as it was noble and patriotic
in sentiment. - -

Speaking of the object of the war, he said we
had taken up arms for the Government, in order to
save thie hoiior of thenation, He did not sy that
governments might not be perverted, or that injus-
tice could not be done under: form of law, but it
should not be forgotten that t%is Government was
made peculiarly for man, and that the cause of the
United States: was the cause of -human  pature.
National honor, then; demanded of every national
man his_hearty support of the Government. The
hour had arrived now for men to speak their deep-
est thoughts, and act their noblest decds.  Ke would
{hiat a miilion patriots, like a cloud, might rise frem
tho earth, and sweep  the rebellion into the Gulf.
But this armed cloud could not come until we all
felt as deeply interested in the welfare of our coun-
try a3 the rebelsfeel in the welfare of (heir section.
This was a time for sacrifice. If, in this conflagration,
it should become necessury to burn bis house, he
said let it go. One of the bank presidents in Bos-
ton, on a recent occagion in council, had remarked,
i Why do we lasitate about takiig thisloan? If
this Government goes down, down will go with it
every bank in the country.””  Speaking farther of
the sacrifices which ought to be.cheerfully made,
tho looturer sald, if an honorable peace ¢onid only
come by an emancipation of the slaves, Aneen!
|Thunders of applause, & large portion of the au-
dience rising to give vent to their enthusiasm.] We
might, he said, see our duty respecting this matter
¢ through a glass darkly’’ now, but soon fuce to face.
He maintained that the debats o8 this Giestion
was closed—that it was the settled will of the peo-
ple of this country that the slaves of rebels should
be set free, and when this was done we' should see
that the key-note of our present struggle was
struck by the proclamation  of - Genaral Sheriman,
and in_the proclamation of General Fremont, of
whom the lecturer said, the cloud which now ob-
scured him was destined soon to blow away. We
were now learning many a lesson; in faet, we had
been educated more since 1ast April than before that
in all our lives. One of the most important les-

New England pedagogue, General Butler, who had
taught us first to oall slaves contrglqnds, since
which General Wool bad taught us to call them
men and women. With respect to the czuse of the
rebellion; he could not endorse the sentiment that
it was merely the doings of a disappointed party.
There had been & deep-seated, settled purpose to
destroy. this Union, long-cherished by the men now
in arms against us. The tap-root of this rebellion

It might interest many of your readers to kwow
that five regiments of Pennsylvania volunteers are
now encamped on the mnnin land between the for-
rens aud the villoge of Hampton, to wit: Colone?

Ninety-seventh, and the Cavalry Regiment of

Pennsylvania boys are delighted at the prospect of

healthful change in public sentiment here and clie- 4
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ANUSEMENTS THIS EVYENING.

WALSy?-8TaRET 'THEATAN—NINth and Walnat ate.—
¢ Octoroon ; Or, Lile in Lonisiana’—¢% Toofley — ¢+ Ri.
chard 111"

Anon-Qrennt TaxaTEx—ATEh stroet, Aborve Bixth, —
¢ Pauline "—¢* et show in Indin,”

WHEATLRY'S CONTIARNTAL THEATAR—Walnus street,
ahove Eighth.— The Cataract of e Ganges.”

 MrusicaL Fusn ¥éarL, Locust strest, nbove Eighth,—

€rand Yocal and Inotrwrmental Conceyt, for the Bentit
of the Volunteer Refrsshment Saloons,

TxupLE OF WoNDERS~N, E. corner Txath and Qheal~
nwd streets.—Slgnor Blit#s Entertainmers.

Asa%%81Y BoILDiNGS—€orner of Tantk and Chostunt

s‘}vr::!n.-—Wuugh's Itulia e Sterecscopic Views of the

———p—
Celebration of Thamksgiving Day.

One of the most henutifu? days of the year was

that of Pennaylvanin's War Thanksgiving, and in

no partof the Gommonwealth was it sg gemerally
epjoyed ns in Philadelphin, the metropolis of the
State. In the morning there ware clouds, indica-
tive of a stormy and unhappy day, but toward noon
the sky brightened up, and the church-bells rang
merrily, calling out the godly citizens 1o their seva-
ral churches, where recitals of blesyings innumera-
ble were to be made, by pastors of n hundred per-
suagions, all of whomn were held in grest repute by
their followers.

We have on recemt ocensfons hestowed so much
attention to pastors and churches, that to.day we
make some chronicle of less religious but more
popular emusements. In tho first place, the public
achools were c¢losed, and few children there were
that mede the church vomdesyvous! their hearts
were upon more sinful and more zsensual smuse.
ments—the military, the theatre, the magiciia, the
concert.

BMost of the. pastors of the several churches
preached excellent sermons, carcfully preparsd.
and u large portion referred to the war, predicting
the carly triumph of the Union army. There were
inpumerable Thanksgiving dinners in staid private
homes, and at more than one public institution thein-
mates were trented to an eld-time collation. At the
Church of the Epiphany sérvices were held in the
morning; and the subject of discourse was ¢ God's
Battle,” wherein the war and its intringic morality
was diseussed at great Tength. In the eveninz
Bishop ' Potter, Yors. Howe; Watson; and Brooks,
made addresses, and the occasion passed of very
pleasantly. - At the Green-streot M. E, Church the
choir—oune of the best in the country—gave a vocal
snd instrumental’ concert, that attracted a large
conpragation, and netted a considerable sum to the
church.

Dr. Xlenry Wudsworth, in the -Arch-street Pres-
byterian Church, delivered one of his-characteristic
sermons, fulljof self- evident thoughts, poetically ex.
pressed, and fully worthy of highigh.reputation.
The reverend gentleman’s text was taken from 1
Thess. 5-18: ¢ Brethren, in all give thanks.” Mc.
Wadsworth adverted, under this head, to the suc-
cesses of the campnign, and. the general: blessings of
the year, In his remnarks upon the war, Me. Wads-
worth stated, at length, that battles were not al-
ways misfortuncs, and that most nations- were more
unhappy in a time - of peace then we in & period of
intestine struggle. . He wag assisted, before and
after the services, by a splendid choir, prominant in
which was Miss Shaw, the celebrated vocalist, who
rendered the poem of . Amserica’ with thrilling
effect, being juined in the chorus by the entire con-
gregation.

A prayer meeting. was- held in the aftethoon at
the Union M. E. Church, in Fourth strect, below
Arch. . The Rev. Mr. Matthews, late a missionary
‘iu’ Afriea, recounted some of his experience in that
country. The meeting was further addressed by
the Rev. Mr. Gilbert and Rev, John Chambers.
At the North- Broad-street Church, Rev, E. E.
Adams pastor, n collection was taken up for the
soldiers, and an eloguent-sermon delivered by the
pastor. - At the Rev. Dr. BDoardman’s Chureh,
Twelfth and Walnut strects, a- popular sermon was
delivered, wherein the attitude of England towards
this country was extensively dweit upon. The
Rev. Dr. Stevens discoursed intelligently and for-
cibly upon-the ¢rigis and the times in his ehureh,
and was_heard by a full and attentive audience.
At -the. Western M. E. Church a most interesting
discourse was delivered, and likewise by the Rev.
E. W, Hutter in St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church.
At the Motravian Church, in Franklin street. above
Vine, a fine address wag delivered iefore a crowded
house.. - At most of the other churches the dis-
courses were carefully prepared and attentiveiy
heard.

The military preparations for the day were mado
on an extensive scale ; but there was a great want
of regularity in the arrangements. Had all the
military organizations made a simultaneous and
connected display, the occasion would have been
one Jong rememberod in the history of the city; as
it was, the parade of the Reserve Brigade was the
‘most ereditable precceding of the time.
PARADE AND BRILL OF THE RESERVE BRIGADE.

The Reserve Brigade, under the command of
Brigadier General Franle E. Pattéison, procesded
to Camden for field exercise and prastice. The
grounds selected were those at Diamond Cottage,
which are very level and sufficiently Iarge for this
purpose. ‘The ground. yesterday. was not in as
fine condition ag could be dedired, being rather
dmop and woft.- -Long before the brigade arrived
the neighborhood was thronged with several thou-
sand people, who came over from the city at an
early hour.” The  hoats at Market-street forry,
running to and from Camden, did a thriving busi:
ness during the day.
The brigade arrived on the ground shortly befors
11 o’clock. They numbered near two theusand
men, and presented a very fine appearance. The
“ Firet Reserve Regiment was conumanded by Colsnel.
Peter C. Ellmaker and Licutenant Colonel M. B.
- Kneass, and the Second Regiment by Colonel Alfred
- Day and Lieutenant Colonel Taylor.
The. staff officers of -the Fourth Regiment ara
Célonel Yeaton, Licutenant Colonel J. C. Vandyker
Major 13. D. Vunhorn, and Adjutant &, Clark.
The following is a full list of the officers of the
Third Regiment as they appeared on the field yes-
terday : Celonel E. M. Eaken, Lieutenant Colonel
J. C. Painter, Major T. G. Miller, Adjutant B,
Andrews Knight, The companies were commanded
- a8 follows: Company A, John A. Murphy; com-
: pany B, rifle company, John B. Calohan; company
"G, J. C..Sorver; company D, Charles V, Hagaer;
company E, Jounlurvey ; company F, A. J. Baker;
company G, J. 'W. Marticn. The officer of the day
_was Captain Smith,
Assoon as.the men arrived upon the ground,
puagls wiks thicwn oul to heep the crowd from
pushing in. The number of spectators by this time
was immense. The brigade was then drilled in
the various field movements. They went through
the firings and loadings with precision and quick-
pesy, ahd all their movemonts reflected oredit upon
the officers in command. The drilling lasted for
over two hours, during which about twenty rounds
of cartridges were fired by each man. The move-
ments included everything that must nocesarily
take place on the ficld of baltle, and were highly
satisfactory. “After the field exercise was finished,
the brigade returned to the city and mude a street
parade, when the following route was passed over:
Down Front to Walnut, up Walnuat to Sixth, down
Bixth to Pine, up Pine to Broad, up Broed to Chest-
nut, and down Chestnut to the State House, where
they were ‘dismissed. During the passage of the
parade through the streets, certain localities were
almost imprssable, owing to the danss asswd &sl-
lected on the sidewalks.
Brigadier General Patterson was aided by Cap-
tain Prevost; both of whom deserve praise for the
manner in which - the parade and drill were con-
ducted. During the whole affair ‘1o acoidents oo
curred, and everything passed off in the quistest
possible manner.

ARTILLERY DRILL.

Company B, of the First Regiment of Artillery,
Captain-1iastings, had a battery drill oh the Ridge
avenue, shortly after noon. They met jat the ar-
mory, at Broad and Race streets, and, after parading
over a - designated - route, reached the drill-ground,
where an immense number of people wag assembled
to roceivve thew. A full batteiy of ¢annon, constst-
ing of six Parrott guns, belonging to the city, of su-
perior workmanship -and  finish, accompanied the
organization ; and, thig being thesecond drill of the
season, the firing was confined to blank oartridge.
The horses were unhitched, and removed to some
distance from the guns. It was amusing to witness
their antics at the early and at. subsequent firings.
They gradually became accustomed to the mnoise
and confusion, and, finally; were led almost to the
brecch of the guns; where they remained listless
amid  the concussion. - The spectators experienced
a relief while witnessing the exhibition; for aill felt
that, whatever ‘might be the attitude of foreign
Powers with the North, Philadelphia, at least, was
safe; while her citizen soldiery were practising with
the city’s cannon.
The Gymnast Zounves paraded in the morning.

was slavery, 8 thing utterly antagonistic to the true |.
American idea, which was liberty—liberty under

law; and, true to our Anglo.Saxon traditiong, he |
hoped that emancipation would soon be accom- !
plished—nnder the operation of law, however, not |,
by its overthrow.

TaE CONCERT OF THE Smsou, To-N16HT.~The

Hall thisevening is undoubtedly, par excéllence, the
concert of the scason, apart from its intrinsic musical
werits, which shouid - bo all-sufficient to erowd the
hall to its utmost capacity, an entirely new prima
donna, Mdme. Vallery Gomesz, appears on' this oc-
easion for the first time in Philadelphia ; her Euro-
poan yaputation ghould be a suffeient Voucher fof
hor sucecss, but having heard her sing in Paris, we
can confidently foreshadow for her the most bril-
liant success. - Ridolfi, the baritone, and Garibaldi,
the basso, are entirely now to us.  Wolowski, the
pianiat, kas bean 30 highly commended as a 'P“,)'
fessor of that instrument, that his debut’ns a concert
performer e anxiously awaited. . Mr. Frazer, the
esteemed  English tenor, i3 too well known to
need culogy. There is still ene lady who merite
epeoial mention in this greut oause, and that is,
Miss Anpie Lonsdale Do our readers remember
that shé was"the first lady in Philadelphia who
inaugurated the admirable fund for the lone me-
thers and widows? Do they remember that she
shed the rays of her genial talent and artistio grace
over the whole affair, and. brought it to a suocess-
{ul qulmination? She appears sgain this evening:
and -reoites the beeutiful poam of “ The Valun-

possess, in a pre-eminent degree, the confidonce

i wramons, Nov. 28.—The Old Point boat has
wried, but brings no news from Fort Pickens or
fr{Ro)'al. ‘

[
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and offection of their men.~ RANK axp TuLe.

teer's Wife.’”’- The gentle Annie Lonsdale, all soul\
all heart, alone, should draw a crowded hoyse.

This fine body of men ig a pleasant evidence ef the
porfection to which our eitizen soldiery havs at-
tained, and also an evidence of the alacrity with
which they scize upon the light-infantry -tactics.
During the morning several companies of Cadets,
their officers mounted, and all the juvenilesarmed,
marohed down: Chestnut . strect, and attracted no
small share of attention,

Alderman Beitler’s company of Home Guards
went to Bull's Head for target practice, and several
sther sompaniss of Hotae Guards made parades
during the day,

ANNIVERSARY OF THE PHILADELI'HIA BIDLE 80~
CLETY.

The 9 aniversary of the Philsdelphin Bible
Society. was colebrated last evening at the Trinity
M. E. church, Eighth street, above Race. Theox-
ercises were opened with singing of the hyman—

& Salvation! O the joyful spund!
What pleasure to Ouy garg—
A sov'rvign balm for every wound,
A cordial for our foars !

After which a portien of the Soriptures was
road by the Iteverowd J. XL A. Dambesger.
After prayer the amnual reporé was read by Tho-
mas Mackellar, Corresponding Secrotary, from
whioch we glean the following particulars: The
yoport sommanssd by saying that the twenty-third
apniversary of the society comes in troublous times.
Stepz had been taken to give to each soldior from
Philadelphin a Testament, of which more. than
20,000 had Leewn alisulatsd: Soine weis glven &4
e soldiers before leaving the oity, aud others
while at the seat of war. ~The agent smong 86a-
men and emigrants is still sucoessfully pursuing hig



