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‘ 4 Trigl by Jury, . .
Two hundred years before {he Magra Char-
and perhaps much’eat}ier, the trial by jury
{byteeted s privitegd. of the . highest and
tiite, and sincs that time it
ys been insisted ypon, in England sud
“the bulwark of liberty ; but
s no denying that,;:on' this side, of the
t has latterly fullen futo mich disre-

Allantio, i
e’s

Every one'admitied that a trial by on

peers, (sanotifled as: it was-by antiquity; and
us efforts against tyrannical persecu-|.
st equitable—at least in theoryi |~

its glorious e

Angle-Saxon no-

< *But the theory-and the practice were diffs-
tont. .In the working of. our jury.system,
{dlers; tavern-loafers, ignorant™ or nnscrm-
pulous . men, were frequently selected ; Ahpd
where there was an- aton of respectability in
the"juror, it was more than ovérbalanced by
the fact that hé was superannuated, or deaf, or
otherwise " disqualified.” Through.favoritism
or solicitation, incompetont men were drawn,
‘and the-trial, whether in & clvil or criminal
‘oourt, was a meore farce, Inthe former, the
most’ sendeless vordicts were sometimes ren-
dered, and In the Iatter gerruption secnred an
mmunity for thamost desperate and hardened
‘offenders. .. o

refer to instances in
which jurles were packed to accomplish a cer-
‘tain end.’ Some of them aretoo recent to be
forgotten. - Grand Jurles were ‘deflled by the
introduction of Infamons men ;_and the court
house. filled with bravos and convicts anxious
'to'be called a8, jurors when'thé panel wad ox-

| hanitéd aud a tales prayed, in auy.case whero
ir- | one; of thefr hoon companions might be. the.
| defendaiut, o miatter what his guilt. . The law

was_ set;at naught and fjustice derided.. No
supervision of the law officer and jndges could
provent these ontriges: - -

This stato of affairs demanded reform; an
we have it in a most satisfactory shape. The
614 systern has been abolished; and now it is
nearly impossible to have an incompotent jury.
1t was provided by 1aw, by’ our last Legisla-
tare, that the judges and some municipal offi-
cers shonld meet and make out‘a list of men
compriaing our best ¢itizens, who ‘Should be
liable to. jnry daty. This has been done, and
now jurors are drawn fn-open court from thig
st procantion
has been taken to select. mem frém all the
Walka antl avocations of life, only taking care
to exciude the objectionable and worthless,
We need bardly say that already a most-grati-
fying changé has been experienced.. The so-
clety of the court voom has been improved,
‘Moving about, may now be seer unusual faces.
The thriving mechanic, the active merchant,

progressea more rapldly,'and the verdiats give
'general satisfaction, - All" that is required to
‘wake this Tiew order ef things & permanént
blessiug is a determination to perform this
jury duty, and o attompts to avold it by ap-
plications to judges to be relieved. .
. .BY MIDNIGHT MAIL,
Letter from Washington, -~
[Oor‘rupondnioo of The Prais.} L
o Wasnirnaroxn, Feb. 25

S 1850.
" You dessrve to be congratulated npun_'the_ post-
tlon you have steadily maintained from the mo-

thist the" only wiy %or' the Demoorasy to snensed
{4 by igroring the Gegersl Adminisiration. Yon

10.be'pasked upon'the shoulders of thoe party. by
\thoss in power bere are patiently submiited to, no
_human power oan relisve the Democraoy from ut-
tar and shameless defest, and in’ 2l probibility

a0y | present Secretary areumed position, hsve craated

oW oty it will be seen that the most
hing use was made of:the patronage of
Goveriment - to-forea Tiifion the peopls,

st Alibir will; « faithlées Representative.
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b imesediate prospect of. at abu:
highly valuable fartilisiog mate-
o’ demonstrated, beyond

shd sapériorlty of Soneentéated
superior seritof phiosphatio
6g ‘% $xdese of smmonia.
Ipeak . If. feom. Jane's Xs.
wperior: {0 3
7.1a whish has fiow, bioken np by |
tations: of phosphatis gaanoe, bette
Alyelr miveral agredieiits; 1o the per-
fiment of thewotl,. ., " 7 ¢
' vl

T

’

travel betwosn this

ryy will plage sijotlier ascommo-.
haix rosd:. 0 ; Monday. maxt., . It
kesbuig for. Philadelphia at:5.45
ntriting at e degot 8,45 Réturnizg, it
saive Philudelphis for Packeshurg af 11 AN,
teatn; whish' will “donbtless_ prové 'a great.

Th tha spplementary is.
fotind the ‘state-
Sl gy

i of protestion axaipit
Yery found “oondition of
& fall share of pab.

A0 100814

22y
I

5 tob. 'i:'»:

pATiss of establish-
Apesalos 1 eur olty:
our.own: excailént
bits: ﬂm:!ﬁu.* '

nb |
mta. for
vé

uinls, §

| all slassénof

| coting . in*'e

- | great tiitez-nation
- § fatars, -+ 0

avie, & Co,) o Gale’}

wingled feeli ,
:‘::q Jn-Washingtén, < With ‘sl the

5 - n . PRt iolded lg the President.
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to noresn the Beotethiy ‘and “thie Adminlatration, | wuy appoinied ooal axént; . Smith Teceiyed.: the
oo e omt e b | remiblon ey e Mg Bt o
y é- facti-ipresented ha 1. Dr.: Hunter. -
sirongly .thér factspresedted had affacted:-their arringement, t6 'whioh ‘Hanter -agtéed,” - @pty

minds; - THieoldnésn of -thotr vindidatlon; aid ths
dompeled ognsurs of sertaln 6Fivipt piaotipss which
have grown up in. tke Navy Department; aro the

anipiest condomnstion of ~the Administiation snd

1 it agents.' The mincrity report-of Metars, Buer-

win aid Ritshis, hswever; In the moit damaging

" | 10 16 détatis.” To'tt T rofer'you for fell informe:

. Doos it not beoeme the Demooratio party every-
whete to out looss from men who are thus proved
‘to be niworthy of confidencs and unequal to the
responsibilities of high statlon? - This is the ques:
tion whioh-appeals to Dol ts in Oong

tib:

Many of the prominent men of ‘the ‘paity do rot

‘ an the old trial by battle or the']*
e | arbitrary deciston of a single man, be he Oa-{
{bix [1iph or'Emperor;. Quod placuit prinetpi wad | mittes on Naval Contracts, eignoed, by Messrs.
u- [ altogethor inconsigtent with:
8 | Hons of liberty.

o Tolirpd citizen—in faot, a better class’ of
;| me altogether,” Tha-husiness of the court

mant Mr. Bashanan . broke faith with his party-—

_weroxight’; for if "fhe burdens_constautly squght

i The twp reporta of the speoial sommittes on /tvh.oi
ocorruptlods.in - the Nevy Departmiept, sinos the

of fudignation and zirrow. smiong

P L ... The
point haa” been reached; and sotion mgst be hed.

POLITICAL CORRUPIION. - -
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Remsrkable Letter from Colleotor Baker, the
Official Head of Lecomptonism ..« . |
. jn Philadelphia, = - = -~

- : R
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‘.Exgin:)sﬁi-p, of._’ Jehu ~,,(G. Jolfés.

* The report of the midoit}-yjqf the épe\cifﬂ Com-

Shermt a and Ritohle, is 20 long that we cannot
publish'it entiro ; but, as the telegraphio” abatract
of it, inserted in T%s Press. yesterday, gavo a
very imperfect idea of the’, etartling ‘natare 'of
some of its developments, we append a number of
extraots from the report, which spesk for. them.
selves. It will be seen that they fuily pubiten:
tinte the oharges which have at_various ‘times
been made In the colunnd of this paper:. '

THE COAL AGENOY--HOW I8 PROFITS WERE DI,
VIDED~—HOW IT§ DUTIES WERE ATTENDED TO—
AND HOW THE GOVERNMENT WAS CHARGED 83 85
PER TON FOR 'COAL WORTH $3 50. ' '

» In the oisé of his i 'y power;, Mr,
Groham, Seoretary of the Navy, appointed Mr. B,
N. Bpringer, & retired coal merchant of Philadel.
phis, the agent of the Goverrmeont to purchase
suthracite soal.  Upon recelving a requisition for
coal he went around smong the coal dealers, re-
ceived tholr offers, and took the-lowest bid ;- and
u%on its delivery either he or his son was upou the
wharf to see that it was weighed correctly and
shipped in good order, The' compensation of the
sgont was fixed at five per cont commission. -
In May last, Benjamin Tyson was the coal)
agent, and sevoral applioations were.made to the
Seoretary of the Navy for the place. Tha modo,
of purchasing the coal, the seledtion of the agent;
if needed, and his compensation, were, by.the
1aw, entirely at the disoretion of.the- Seoretary.
The coal business bad largely incroused, so that
the amount annually purchasad wae;’ in 18
about 55,000 tone, belng alarger amouot thanin
rovions years, and the per centsge ylelded -a
arger snlary. In May, 1858, some of the 'appli.
oants met at Washiugtgn, and at 8 conference with,
‘ench other and their Ielends, (dmong -whom wad
the Hon. J. Glancy Joxes,) it was ngubd that Dr.,
Charles H. Hupter, of Reading, Penneylvanis,
should be appointed- coal agent; and that the
emoluments of the offics should 44" equally divi-
ded between him, John F. Smith and I, Law-
rencs Getz, warm persondl and political Jriends
af the President, who luu{scantnéntad largely to
 his eleetion. . Hanter and Bmit\ wers both appll-.
oants for the offise of coal apent ; Geotz wad & mem-
ber of the Pennaylvania Legisiature, and then
and niow tho editor of the Resding Gazetts. Bach
of the parties abovenanied was examined by yoor
comuittes; and alse O, Nicholas Bosgh, whots |
tion with the trapsagtion will', hereafier’

appear. PN ®
er. Bmith teatified_that he was in Washing-
ton in May last, and was present when the ar.
rangement for the appojatment of Hunter. was
made, That some of the applioants and their
friends had & convaraation to arrange
cably if they could. Finally it wad agreed that,
if the Beoretary wonld appoint eithsr of them, bs
ghonld nwlnc Dr. Hunter, Mr. Gety, and Mr.
Bmith _ That the arrang: t was communioated
to the Hon. J. Glancy Jones, then a member of this’
House, and that (ke President also understood.
that the emoluments of ths offics wers to go to
tha thres, Asthis was deemed imporiant by the
ocommittes, tho withe:s was examined and re-
examined by differont members of ths commitses
us to the knowledge of the Presidént; he re:
posted that ths Presidant Lnew that the thies
wors -39 divide the emoluments of fhe offcs,
and that the parties were satisfied with the depl-.
sion; but -he knew voihing abaut-the arrange-
ment whether ona-half was to go-to one party and
tho other half to the other two ornot, = =~ -
Mr. Gotx testifios that he was at ‘Washlngton at
the time, sud was informed of ths srravgement of
for the. appointment of De. Huntsr,'and .that he
(Getx) wad to have.one-third of the profits, . He
agroed to it with & *¢ piental reservation.!’ He
oonversod with the Président about the appoint-
ment of Dr. Hunter, and the. President said to
him, ¥ Mr. Jones urged me to appoint you; but
you are nc¢ applisant; I have made up my mind
to ‘.Ppoint Dr. Hanter.? .~ . ©
r. Bosch (0. ?I!qhols)« tullﬁ:d Ahat be'is' s
s

phew, b{‘ ge, of the ]
Navy; that he was on intimate relationa

sy

of- ¢!
' zimj:im;
that ho was in Washingtoh whon ihe axraugement

he was himself an spplioant for the office ;. that
he conversed with Mr, Jones about it; that-he
knew that the emolumontsof the office wers to be
dlvided np among those parties; and that it wos
& matter of gevsral rundor'in’ Washington: hefors,
ond at the time of the uppogltment; that he talked'
with tha Seoretary abogt the' appointment of-Dr,

‘Bunter, ‘and that tho Beoretary.informed. him
that, as the spplication was » Pennsylyvanis one,
-he would. defer to the wish of the President.” .. :
-~ Xt is to be remarked thaet, by law,-1ks Bresident
has nothing to do with tha purchass of poul.

THe only pawer In the matter Is aonforred -by: law
upon the Seoretary ; yot, it appears from the les..
timony . and the Seoretary’s admiiion t5 Bonsh,’

L1
sabsequent]y declinsd o shars “In the vmuen.%:{
mgaf ay hgy;lgi.:‘th:danﬂagogmt was digtartets

+-Dr, Huoter had been for<years, was then, and
stll 1z, & praotising phyelotan in Reading. He had
.never purchased coal for sale ; hie ald not know its
‘market valus, took gw palns to msooxtatn 36 did
not purchazo sny odal for the Gov‘ar?maht, or do
.| any. aot, in the performanse of his duty, exeept to’
sigt formal papers sent to bim by Tyler, Stons, &
1 Co., oortu’ylnﬁthnt [ ngeolﬁo'quntlty of coal, of
the' best quality, had beém duly inspeoted. and
weighed by him snd shippsd on bosrd a named

Thess papers ware sent to the proper.

vessel.
buresu, avd all parties Enew, or ought'to Ages
Kknown, that the'certifieates were falss, so far'as
&eé:‘tios to his personal l_:qowl,er{gfn of the fasts osr-

hesitata to advise the aband nt of the Ohar}
‘toni Qouvention, In view of the fact thut the same
"priotides which ave bgen resortéd to to keep the
sdherents of Lecompton ufloat will be organied
"t pomtrol $hist hody: . Senator Johnson d

'} ostional conventions in-his last specob with great

| foree. ' But what plan- shall be subatituted?
Shall it bs the Congresional psucus, with all the
shorteoniings of members of Congress for the last
two yeara before us? . ' B

. 1 atill adhore th the opinion that some astion will
be taken apon the tariff before the adjournment on
the 4th'of Maroh. With all the iguring of the Seoro-
tary of the Treasury, it is evidentthatualess this
is dope. the Government will find itsel{ minus,
There is o resolgte detérminsation on the part

of our industries, to allow none of the more: im-
portant- measures of the Administration to go
throogh until such corieessions hava beon madse to
“thelr wishes a8 ‘Will gatisfy ‘their sadstituents.
A sipgle parsgraph in _suy ‘sppropristion .Bill

.. | 'would; ln may opinion; be conolusive—the re-enaot-,
* | smigng-of the :¢ariff of - 1846, with' the - (res lidt
‘of 7 1857, “dnd- apeeifies’ upon eertain ' staples

bg_in“'sompotition with oar own . labor
‘and industey, would do.the work. This ia the

the preudo soomomisia fo insrense the ravenus by
taxing postage with higher rates, and to redace
-the expenditures, aré resisted, for the slmpie reason
that the Ineresse, on the one hand, would ba most.
‘distqstefal to the pesple, and -the redustion g+ &
waintalned, ; The faot is, it 5 too, Iate to push
these reforms through. Means must he provided
to malatain the. Administration, and thiz i tha
work to which Cobgress must.sddresa ftself. . .-
Xt dauaid that Mr. Bchananis inhigh dudgson
ab the report of the two committens on the anbjeot

Hié o by 1o means plossed with Messrs, Bocook

‘f and | Grgeabeck for their indifferent defence of

‘tho Seoretary and the Administration against the
‘Wenifold ,acousations preferred againat- (hat im-
portant bratoh of the publig -servige. He, him-
solf, was net aware, s L am credibly fnformed, of
thie extent to whioh-favoritism snd ‘mépotism ‘has
beenoarried in the Nayy Department.. No man
has said moze sgaitat the ‘principle of appointing
“elations to officé or- of glving them jobs, then
James Buohanian, and I will not bo at all surpriced
4f he shoald ‘onll' the Noew Fogland membher of
afieotion for thiss who ars connesved with him: -

. The figure that "your old frisnd; Glanoy Jozes,
odts In the invesligation, is riok a véry. refined one,
‘and’ when the'fash reachos Visnna thors is mo
doubt that it will somewhat disturb the equanimity
of the gentleman who was's0-ready to toke pay
"for his services while a niembar of the Ametiosn
Oongress, . . ) c
: In the Orphans’ Cou

& Tottars of A}!minjs‘trguon

.| do boniy 1on have been granted by Judge Parcell
- | to Hon A:H. Stephene, of @sorgla, upsh the estata

‘of the lato Colonel Cralg, cf Georgia. His'suretics
are ‘Hon. Robert' Toombs, of Georgia, and Philip
Olayton; of the Treasury Department.. The ob-
joot 18 to enable the widow to draw from the Tres-
sury of the United States certaln money due sald
attste.” - .. o Dy o : :
". No minister has yet besn sppointed to Mexloo.

¢ you will soan the Mobile Begustsr, condusted
by Hon. John Foreyth, tho late Amerloan rapre-
‘sontative in. Mexlco, you will find thet the treat.

" ment.of that gentieman by the Administesiion is

‘begianing to ba very strongly resenjed in that in.

" | Snenttal” jourasl.” Hon. Caleb Cushing ‘would

probably he the most seceptable appolatment; but
hiaying been & ‘member-of Gen, Piefoe’s Gsbinet,
hle oliune fr:vegardsd ag hopeless. - The sondition
of things in Moxico {5 ‘of 8o oritiesl n ohnran(er’,'

of the friends of a fair disorimination in_favor | Th

nugplelons ‘time to do,ft. All the efforts of

permanent consideration, on the other, sould not be'

of corfuption in the Navy Department, and that

hix Oabinet to s stern acoount for. his unusual.

ding batwoen Hunter & Smith,-
the latter was to make ioguiries as to gelestin
coal at Philadelphis, but it {s manifest that he dh;
Jbut little in the cxeontion of -this trust; - He.was
in the emnibud busineds, and had no conpeotion
th the parchase of cppl. '~ - RO
The coal was required at Philadelphia, snd: was
fhere delivared'on’ shipboard  to the Governmont.
Nolthor Hauter nor Smith saw the coal inspéated,
weighed, or delivered, and the whole business was
turned over to Tyler, Stone, & Go. Mr Smith tes-
tifies that he took no_ perzonal smpervisiontf tha
-mitter, exsept to see that the boat coals conld be
, aod deponded wupon Tyler, Stone, & Co.
to inspeot the coal. - When tho Government nesd-
od coal, a requisition was sent to Dr. Hunter,
.which by him was sent to Tyler, Stove, & O¢., wha
became-at orice the purchasers for, and the sell-
erelo, the Government. lor, Stone, & Qs,, and
Dr._ Hubtey, fixed tha price at $335 lpqr ton.’
8 teatimony of many witnesses establishoes, be-
yond a reasonsbin donbt, that the market yalue of
‘such ocoal a». was delivered ‘to the Govemmeni
.would vot exceed $8.50 par ton, aod several rs-
spectable deslars wohld ‘have furnished tke Go
vernment at that ar 8 less price, and thénnade's
profit, - The purohases of eoul thus made lor the.
Government by Tghr, tone, & Uopipany for the'
six monthy from the 18t July, 1858, to the 3{at of
Deoember, 1858, wa8 ~—.tons, st &- cost of $3 86
er ton. [Fho smount of emoluments reseired by:
t. Hunter, and divided by him' with Mr.’ tthy
was, for thie asme six months, §7.453 2, or,'at the
‘rate of $14,005.8¢ per annum. In sdditionto th's"
diroot loss, the mode of purchage adopted tirnishs
‘ed no gustsotes agalost fraud in the quakty or
amonnt of gosl, whigl), when delivered on ghip
hoard, was not ins

By an und

pested by suy o@ur if the

.| Government. , ot
. Your committes bavs furnished to the jorties
implispted jn these tr fons every opp ity
to explain them. All the partles, excspt the Pre-

sident, the Seoretary of tho Navy, and th§ Hon.
J Glahay Jones, have haon cﬁ:s ;Md. -The Pre.
sldent and the Secretary have -heon furiished
with s copy of the teatimony, and.notifie{ -that
any statements either of them desires to make
wonld be heard by the commitiee, or that ady wit-
_pees desired by them woutd be oxamined; The
Booraurg,- in hisletter of Pebrunry, 14, 1859; hore.
with submitted, states that the same .:rnn ox-
isted in the coal agehoy during the edwiMatrs-.
tion of his predecessor. He alin states that hs
was not aware, until the pregent juvestigation, of
any want of attention on the part of 'thp coal
.agent. ‘ [
Tie Lave Oax TRANSACTION ~The mali facts
in regsrd to the purohase of live onk wejo om-
baddied in the telegraphio summary, and gedd not
bo rapested here——the aliagations being thaj gross
favorltism was displayed in behalf of W.'0. N.
8wift, of New Bedford, Massachnattta. ~ |

Tre BRooktYN NAVY YARD,—A number ¢f facts
nre elte] showing that this yard was minaged
rather with' regard to the politieal oxigan}lea of
the members of Congress from New York than
the legitimate business of the nation. -Inoidental-
1y it s stated that—~ : yol

* ¢ Lawrence Cohone was appointed masta
penter tpon the nomination of Mr, Heskin;
‘general divisfon of patronage. Hs was re
on' ths Qthof Juns, 1858, on arcount of Mr
kin's course upon the Lecompton (?naul;'* 022,
a8 he rays Alexander Ward wae appolntd .in
Ootober, 1857, for Mr Ciark; and In Kiayj 1858,
after Mr. Clary/ had taken position upm the
ansas guesiton, he resigned. He - states that
he wantad to use his influence for the l'ﬂnoblnu-
tion of Mr. Olark, and ks Lnew that if e did so,
and still reeained $n the yard, ks would sgdjact
Ism;_qalf dmmg‘“!”g “"{‘;’”‘di ‘ Rﬂxer tblnn thyt, he
proferred to leave himaelf, 086 plages iwere
then given {0 Mr. Taylor.’ . , ° p !

I!lsW THE DEMAND FOR LAROBERS INCER
ELECTION TIMEN. ~

The following statement of the number of orks
men employed at the gaveral navy yardsineach

1

r 08y
n the
hoved
Has-

8022

!
48RS Aboyr
{

in the pavy'y

" fThe sttertion of the commitiee weg direated to
ono trinsaction-id this yard <> In August 146t a.';e-' G
28§

¢

-Saoréetary had pasted on any’ of the

things ami- |-

of the eppointment of Dr Hunter was mads; that | .

New York waz about the 1st of November, and aud for oontracts under the Government for a
PSiladslphio about the middle of October.
THR * WIDOW'S FRIERD’ AXD THE ‘0AKDM SPIN- * but one year, and was sucoseded by Charles Mo

NeRrs V'—PHILADELPHIA NAVY YARD.

+ 3

1t thne fnpp;mrn that the- nuinber of employeas money then. Jo testifisd he always under-
ards, December 1,°1857, wag 7,118 % "stood that Mr. Jones was the agent of the gom.

Inrge amount. Mr. Beriolet ocontinued in offtee

ulsition was made upon the naval

oighty oakum dpinners. There were then employ- ot varsous
ed ten or filteen spinners, ®ho

yeoré genorally
 old. aslts V. disabled for aotive .duty, and yet
ompatent to spla oskum; the -werk ia nothin,
but rabbisg oakum” upon the knee.” The naval

oonstruator did not deem a greater force nocessary |  Novembpr 25, 1856.

and refiesed to «wign the requisstion. The mes-
tor onulker brought it to Captain CQarr, the com-
mander in the- yard;.who also refused to sign
the reqursition.” Thersuvon, Hon. Thomas B.
Florencs. s member of this House, oame to Washe
iagton, aud asked tHe Seoretary to direct theerghty
fum spinners to bs amployed ; It was referred to
Bureau of Yards and Dacks, Commodore Smitl,
dochined at first, but’ ho ressived wallp of pyper
signed by Mr, Welsh, the chief olerk, ou which
was wiitten in pencil as follows: ¢ The master
workmen having made 8 requlsition for oighty
additional piokers, you will see that it is complied
with.W* This was enclosed in the written appli-
cation of DBMr. Florencse. The order was then
fssued to the commander of the yard, and ths_
“ gphum spsnners’ were set to work, Cominoddre
Uarr testifies that'yhen the men came In ho went
down and took a ook at them-—*t lhey whre the
lame, the halt and the blind; but they did the
work. I thade & plase for them until they worked
the ozkum vp.” * They were then didobarged. !
Al the oakwm spinning for a year wargrowd-
ed tnto a_ few weelé. Tho undersigned rifer to
the testimony of Mr. Florense for the motive of
this transaotion, '
CONTRACTS KOR: MACHINERY—ANOTHER LIFT 70
THE NAVY-TARD OASDIDATE—'J B *’ COMING TO
YHE RESCUE OF FLORENOR IN TN
TRIED YEN'S A0ULS." ’
The oommitteo, after publishing a Hst of the
bids for the steam-vosels, as given ju our columns
semo time since, eay:
At this stage of the »prooeodingni)

l

before the
b 1dg, the fol-
lowing letter.-was sent by Qol. W, ©. Patterson, of
PhiladelpMia, to the President :

' PmiuarzLriia, fept 18,1858,
to lﬁgiut to you the jmportande
g the td for' the binery of the
picop now bunilding at tho navy yard at this tims, and,
if it can ba done without Hrejadica to the publicaer.
vioe, to Merrick & Sons. Thelr’s 1s the only establish.
ment in the firat district which omgloyl s large numbsr
.of mechanics ; at thin time 890 ; whea In Tull wark 450,
» The mnuginx partners ‘Mr, M, Br,, beiog sbaont, In
bsd health) are full of etR¥gy, straining every nurve to
koep thelr foros Jurinz thia daPumon. and, in aq fay
a8 I kuow, the only old Whigs of sny influenda m that,
dFI’utﬂot who are in faver of the re-election of, Caloyel
-F oremcs. .

* ‘X know, from former experionce, the value of that in.
flience, aud feel parsusded thbat it is the intsrest of the
Demacratio party to increasze it .

2 hé fest distriot will, X bops ba carried in any event,
but with that shop at work, full handed. two weeks
prior (0 the slection. the reswit wonld, I think, be
placed bey md“htl douds, -t

W O Pairrexson,

With much raspeat,
the Fecretary of the Nevy by

The President
. Thin letter was sent to
he President, with this s
. y +t geptomber 15, 1868,

¢ Thaanclosed letter from Colonel Patierson, of ¥hi-
ladelphiq, is aubmitted lo the atteption of the Secre-
tary of the Navy M PR o .J B.

The undersigued rogard this as a gerious offencs,
It is the dutyof the Bsoretsry to determing which
of the bidders was the “‘Jowest responaible bidder,”
and to award to bim the contract. It iz a judicial
sot, The rights of parties undar the law, and the
rights of tha Government, were invqlved in the
sward. Any suggestions of faet or motive, exoept
those which would enahle the Besrotary toadjndge
which of the competing bidders was the lowest re-

sibla ane, wa2s improper. The Becretary was

tho subordinate of the Presldent, balding ofiice at
hig pleasure, naturally contralled by bis will; and
by law ho Ja frequently required to award and ad-
judﬁg without regard to the President.—(Decatur
vs. Paunlding, 14 Pes., 815; 8 H 1-2 ) n-

Daar Bl : I venturs
of ding 1! t:

ow., 10!

der these oﬁ'onmlhnobn the President sugrestod
tb the Secretary, and in writing called his_atten-
tlon to the importaves of awnrd{nlr one of tho
oontraots for machinery to Merrick & Sonw, sn
order to secure that firm in favor of there-alec.
tion of the potont political {nflusnce of Colonel
-Fldrence, and thus plece the result of the elaction
in his distrsct bayond doubt, snd generally to in-
oreage the influence of that firm, that'it might
be axarcised in favor of the Demooratio party.

If the fre;ldeqt had suggeated to a judge of the
Unlted States conets that he randey 4 judgment in
favor of que of the partiss:litigant in 'a ozuge
pending hefore him, heoausgs that judgment woul
ald in the elestlon of a party favorlte, ov woul
noatribute to the succeas of the Nemooratio party,
tha genaral voics of the people wornld dsmand his
smpeachqent 18 It a less serious offsioe when
this suggestion is made by tho President {o the
‘Beoretary of he Navy? The judge ia bayand the
gower of the Président; the secorotady is within

is power. Rach is required to perform his judi-
oisl funations. The, guggestion by the President
of dorrapt motives to elthor 15" e;‘:;plly dangeroug,
and fs more likaly to succoed with an offfoer whose
tonare of offias is the, will of the President.
. The terma of the nots of the President could
not be misonderatood by & subordinate.’ No one
-thp letter and nqte withont a oconvistion
that the ind;teevmapt in the leiter was rggm{eﬂ.by
] hbﬁnrenfavn >3 Propss ane 4o bo sobmitted, and
-10 .Yequire™ the gttontion of the Hecrats o
shdorsed, the gorrppt wotlvs, sugzested wonld a‘l’
aide the award without regard to ooel,unluss the
Beoretary evinoed a’ higher senys of publie: daty
‘thidn his suporlop. S R e
° Should iz be sald thet the Jettar.did net influ.
submitting: o corzapt motiva to .the: considaration
of tho Beoretary. But tha awerd was mads o
Merrlok & Bous  How far 1t inflaeaoed tha award
oan’‘oply be Inferyed from the subsequent p

ings
U * * L ®
Tho borrd of enginsers unanimously reported in
faver of Morrick and Bons, for tue Philadelphia
sbip, at $103,000. This was the house desoribed
in the letter .of Colonse! Patterson.. The lowest
bid was by the Nevelly Works, New York, per.
haps the moat extennigaowork of the kipd in the

United States, at §98 ‘

* * . * *

, Ror the Portsmounth or Kitlery sloop the bourd
was unanimously in favor of Woodruf & Beack,
of Bartford. at $125,000. Tho lowest, bid was
that of the Novelty Iron Works, at 898,500. Xtls
proper to eay that Mr. Beaoh {s remotely con.
nected by marriage with the Scoretary. Bat the
dommittep see nothing 1n the eyidence to ghow
that ho was favored on that soconnt.

o I * *

" Thp aggregate difference batwesn the lowest
bids and the aq
the sloops is $32,0

.| TBE GRIFPIME SHIP. -

The committee detail, at somo length, tho
struggle bstwoen™ Me. Norriz and the firm of
Reaney, Neafle, $.00 , for the contpact for the
aonstruotion of this ship. We bave haretofqrs al-
juded. to.tha. maln features of this sirriggle,

parties.
HON. W. H. WITTK-~HIS S8HARE OF THE BRQFITS—
. HIS ‘* CHARAOTER ANDR STANDING "
_ The committee say: :

On the 9th of November Jast, the Hon. James
Landy, a'member of. this House from Philsdel.
his, appeareqd befors the Bearetary qf tho Navy
rc urge that the ‘award be mada to Renney, Nea-
fie, & Q0. 'The same firm employed William II
Witto, an ex member of Oorigress;as therr agent,
who as oncs established intimats social rela-
tions with sqma of the officsrs of the Navy De-

partment. . . A
t was lo recelve for Ais sarvices one-

This ngen
fourth of the profits .of, the contraol, in oase it
wag aparded to Reaney, Neaflo, & Co.- Xt fa to
be remurked that he was to 'be employed by
that Srm only .to .sanre Gopernment oontraoty,
and bad bosn_sucoessfal, in 1857, in securing the
sontract for the Lanoaster, for which he has, re.
ppived, as part of his sharo of the ngu. £5,000.
Ifo knew ngthing of machinery, snd waa only em-
ployed, as ho tearifies “ gn account of his charae-
ter and standing.” .

. After quotlng opireols frof lotbers writtan by
Johz Hamilton, Jr., fo show the Demooratio ohar-
acter of the firm of Mee ro. Norris Brothers, the
[ following - : R

BEMARKADLE LITERARY PRODUCTION OF fOLLECTOR
‘ FAKER ’
N

A F

Isp The G gay i,

“To counteraot theso letters, Roaney, Noafn, &
‘Co. relied upon the notive, interested sgenoy of
BMr. Witte, who preesed tholr olaime a8 A Damooratlo
fem.  He also prooured from Mr. Baker, thy wol
?ototr, algjter, of which the following I8 an'ex-

ragb: - -

15 A fow waoks slnce I wasrequested by Mr. Wil
linm, Norris to stato, in 8 letter to you, my knowl-
"edge of the politioal charaater of the locomotive
establishment of Mesare. R, Norria & 8on, of Phila-
delphia, which I did; bat I'did nof intend to con-
vey ‘tho impression (as I Jeara has besn the
onse) that zhe maring engine works of Nessry.
Roeaney, Neafis, & Co. were not of  the sgme po-
lteeal eresd, whom I Lnow by reputatron, ar}rl
14 ix propar to say, is of.the hnghast character *
JEHU G. JONES -IN THE MARKET '¥OR FIVE-PER

., . OBRTY ., .

%l an fnoident to this hranch' of their inguiry,
it beonmo necessary for your sommittee’ th ex.-
amine a'oharge that Han J. G!guoy Jones, now.n
oivil officer of the Governmont, had; while he was
s member of this Houso, receivéd monoy from the
-Reading Forge for his servioes in obtaining for it
contraots with the Government.

Qur attention was firab galléd to this oharga by
tho testimony of Dr. Ovokroft, giving a statdmant
of Jamos Murphy, a oontractor for the eonstruo.
tlon of the steam maohinery for the United States
steamebip Brooklyn. The purport of thé atate-
nient; was that he was obliged to lot the forging
for the yesssl to the Reading Forge Company,
underatood to belong to Mr Jones, ~ An intime-

[(espeeially afode Quesn Viotorls has .
her determination to demand Teparation for her,
Government) that every day that leaves us unre-
presonted it ‘Mextoo more and more Impori)s
al Togerests and

* §inoce Judge Douglas has renssorted his well-

--| known prinoiples in so formal and elaborate. a

.mehner, the attempt is mads to ehaw that he has
no chence _at the, Charleston Convention. The
Charleston Qouvention may:be abie to do with-

_|-ont Dotiglan, but It might ax well be held in Kam-

sohstki if it aitepts o sdopt the prineiple
“aigued for by Messrs, Davis and Prown, and ofher
Seonators,. Oz Wedneeday Iadt, Mr, Pugh, of Ohio,
atathd the Worthern sentiment on this mabjeot,
with isdigasnt emphasis, in the debate of that
day;aid, onr .dlamal’ frjeud; Bigler, had to put-
hilmell. pn - the. ‘Same platfor,.{n ordek 16 show,
that the unsaimily of ‘the. Northern eentiment

FYE et

yéuttiand Ohosts

tind boeri dewply lmpromed owhim, - Proxpss., -

ngast 14016, 505 1588 9137 1218 861 1800 818
ﬁugnntmmﬁl', 778 7560 2183-1267 +89 1880 846

Nov 16 toa), ©4i 1040 2310-1637 873 1718 820

him' that ho’ wWad:ye,

half month of the year preceding the 'lat diy of waa also made to Me. Quintard, of:the Mor:
Beoembor, 1858, is fum{ahpd_ us by the de 4 t- ﬁ:: works, Now York, the auowgful'biddor.‘Ilot
ment : . . L i the P 1o 6loop, thatif Be got the forglng
B P . .- “— | ork done by tho Resding Forga, it woald ba no-
R ;5 s E ceptable or satisfactory to cortain parties. ..
i B o8 é T, .42 | Hon. W.H. Keim, s momber of this House, tes-
R4 R S 8 A § ;= | tified that he, an searetary, and iressurer of .the
. =%k 8 N ; ‘g CI {" @ -| company, made an sgrestnent with Mr. Jogbs to
1857 ) 5 E -3 g 8 E fé the affsct that, if hs wonld -pet wark for, ik forgs
EAAELLE e S D |10 do, the company would allow him five psr
Déo:1t0 18, 64 1258 1470 040 BG3 1558 4801 por | Eemt. on the amount ke obtained ; that the ind
Deo. 18 to 81, '~644 1870 1300 480 857 1828 446 of work conteniplated was, forging shnfts, 8c., for
JanThiu,  OA9 1261 3610 574 78S 1640 410) gy | oS of the United 3‘““;"":{," ke Induoe-
an. 1 to A any to make
Tonten tae | Jam. 18 8>81, . 695 1245 120 053 700 1r1d 4ai £ 808 | Mont fo tho UpOTy 7 FLRE (0 °a°’;,'¢';,°wé'r‘z}
ARl 16 | Web, 1 to 16, 616 1237 1202 €95 722 1740 448]" d that
© . |Peb i6to 28, 4831288 1288 70g a8a 1756-a24{ 004 | Comgress; and it was supposed that he would nave
March14o16, 438 1208 1838 706 687 1718 428} oo, | facilition for gotting work -that others would not.
EES B B B et s
13 9 10, ; .

ApHi10%0gh, 850 0011410 914 72 1003 3gi s 470 | Undor this ogremment Hr, Jones did gat wark
May1tols, = B44' 088 1870 1084 717 1418 883)) g, | for the forge in, Lo IOF | 000, b mhioh
May 1p to 81, 567 1010 1731 1033 725 1288 340 /3% | amounting to $10,000 or 311,000, npon 'which he
Juns 11018, ~ 498 1119 1860 1190 725 1261 341 b ooy | wan entitled to five perdent The centraat for

Juns 18 to 20, 5325 1204 1012 1158 716 1223 366 § the work wak made with Merriok & Bons, :
Julrl1o1B, 603 1350 2024 1021 780 1444 480} o, | ~“Genera] Kelm cenrad to be ssoretary and trea-
July 181081, 568 1431 2003 1050 700 1893 368§ . | ‘gyypgr of tho gompany in the apring of 1835, and was

sucoveded by M -A- Bertolot. Bz, Bertalet teat{fjes | Amerioan poopte
.that ths contract with Mr.

Jones was frequently

3 .-+ 888 1026 2166 1260 883 1783 668 (- o : O
:.5: lxou:ol%o, 853 10608 2980 1634 890 1857 487 818 | ynokan of wn the mretings'of ‘ths board, sphen
Oct, 11015, . 900 1688 2365 1635 860 1031 6.8 o, | k8 Justness of  pays 4 him what was agresd
08,15 to 81, - 814 1648 T4t4 1722 £72 10°6 M19 atpots, was spoken ofy Qn, two or_ threa: oo
Nov, 14015, 717 1818 34%8 1641 878 1624 634 | oo | anfons’ the witness, mot - Mr. Jones, aud fold

sorry - that. the - pon.

- Norg-—The rolls for.the Nuvy Yard at Mare I
#r¢ tendoged for the entivamonth, | Ty

v

cetu was In such a conditlon
he did noi sep HOw "heoould . pay

sounfsrily ; . that
hing any

_|-oars of the Government

B TIMES THAT |,

enpe the award, the reply is,/that the offende do-in.

oggtgd bids for the machineyy in | gub

and’ ite final terminatioy In favor of the latter

"J. B Baker, colleotor. Hon. H. M. Phillips, and

that he did procure contrasts to be mede between
the Qoversiment and said:Reading Forge, in whioh
Be was interested to-the smount of said comaais.
sion ; and that ke did recsive mopey froms said
company for said service G e
The eovil tendencies of such transactions are
manifest. If members of Oongrees agd othar offi-

may be ‘employed with
.money te solidit at the Exeoutive Departments
and buresus for, oputrasts and-jabs, it eannct e

will be resisted.

fhis

Me. OLaBK

8,
h

T,

Mr,

R
8. .y
b DU, Hy

dlscussion,
" The Vice President declined to-do 8o, -~ - - -
afn rerumed hisremarks
_onx?u t:n:t gll'put “aat

opptrpsjed, the, myr

of Qacrgis, 31, as to th

Bawarn

Tooias,

eeruted‘thnt “thefr” ioflae Y
‘The law will scon be disregarded, and offices,
employments, and contracts will be bartered and
sold without regard tothe public servics. L
By thafirst seotiori of tha aot of April 28, 1808,
itis provided thus: * e
« No member of Congress shall, direotly.or.indl.
reotly, himself, or by any other person whatsoever,
in trost for him. or for his use or havefit; or'on his
acopunt, undertake, exesuts, hold; or enjoy, in
theawhols or 4n part, any contract or agresment,
hereafter to bsmads or entered into with any offs
oer of the Unitéd States, or.with any parson
authorizad to make contraots on the ‘pert of the
United, States; and if any member of Cdngress
shall, direotly or, indireotly. himself, or by any
perdon whatsoever, in trast for him, ot for‘hts use
or banefit, or ont his aseount, enter into, acospt of,
agree for, undertake, or execute any such sontraet
or agroement, In whole ar 1n part, every person so’
offendiog shall for every such oﬂenoe.‘ngo‘n ‘oon-
viotlon, &0, be adjudged guilty of & high misdes
.meanoy, and shall be fined thrae thousand dollars,
and every such sontpaotar agregment a8 aforessid,
ehall be abgolutely null and veid.»” -~ © -
l?{i the third sestionm .of the same sot it is pro-
vided— . . ... o P oo
“In every suoh contrnat
made, er entered into or. pted,

or izg.re'emegl to be

nig;
1yt

forthe I

Mr,

tion, he eatd,

ADR,,

X

wagland to
?ﬂau He would ant

ality, and‘ars fast besoming & mera sonfedecation of
hetérogenaqus Btates. For these and other re

iy

rder-to, th

asood, he
L, T 5 inl 'y 1, 1858, 6 697; November 1, 1858, 10,038, ‘piny, and that -the compsny had eithor ngreed | was opposed to the aequisifion of Ouba, .
Abstract of the ‘Minority llflportﬁ?f ﬂtm Special ?r‘rffoi'x.nnémﬁ v;as&t Bmm.},ﬁ'a Ph!\ndi!-y.,z‘i‘i?g’himr‘oit proposed, witin Ahomssivos, to:giY‘; 171 IE; Wane, of Okier e é:%iomn. Last—yess
) nniifee; on. Nuval Conitracts. . .- -} phia; ' In, Brooklyn the. number.”Desamber 1, him s ertain per centage for such work as chou A 1s Bllizie 558 th Eothbrte
(?Qmmilt%ﬁ Lo e ?gggiwu‘;é‘.ﬂg‘{s‘[ly 1, 1853.{11317393 ‘%ovenixbeg 1}‘,‘}{5)306!1“3(&!:‘:0\17;!1 lgsfag:!t‘:oy.{ﬂe ?;ﬁgel q;;e ;?,'ff,g’:‘ﬁr,ﬂ‘:}%ﬁﬁ};” -""”“;.:g;f:‘:,;{
L E IR R PGAL] . or ‘o Tporeass of  tien’ ve' Mr.-Joned did get work for them {rom tho Govern: } o up the er ity ded
FULL. ?‘BTIOUL!ES,' -IN llﬂ“ﬁn To xlnoni!?f; ?ilhiPhﬂlée,]ﬁlh; the ’ndinb’e:.n D:cem? ‘ment, in‘:lasbb, i%rgho rapair of the Minnesots;t! i‘ 7?: :{’Bnon;&ﬂ:{‘tfrmg%‘ gg’*}“ “’1 ¥
- - THE COAL AGENCY..: - " -] ber Y, 1857, was 046 Msy'1;-1358,1.064 ; Noverns |‘amonnt.of ihlok was $3,100 48, and that this suni . M¥ziBuiomps, of ‘Lowslans, dlied the Benator to,
S R R ?er i, 18g8.f~1,541{. &uﬂtgz‘i!f%gmun!h"of Oof,ober—\ﬁn' iujd [ thefgtgge‘eo:apngy’!{y ﬂi_gt(]l]ovemme:t’,\ ;°“;f§:j‘,oo !:’;‘;'u'ab{qe;'; q ‘,}“
L S e Ay - rom’ 1,685, to. . increase of “1t Blag''appears from. the books of the eompany §-- ¥+ ] L AP A OL. .
How " the pmmqe}p'hm Mavy - Yard wes ~oﬁ,:ﬂ§;, hundred n four, the, | s ‘that lhe"fgrxs’:e sompany did work for the Go\?eta,-‘ o Jomuson. - of T e 5 although for ftteen
.Packed by the" ' 3gidow's Friend/ .. '| vy ot by perseivéd thua'the highest number at ment in 1856, in the items amouniing to $6,481.18. | Donritite. "m'::::??ﬂ’:lg; “‘;:;s'ltnd bitl, asked M,

Me' DdBavLas, *of Tllinols, a% & friend of the home..
ptand bill, mldo’thn “mme re:]uu!.
;0f Now Huropshire, as

A; friend "nl the

wl{; EWARD resumed, but hed “spbken only & h'V
y N 4
When Mr. P1708, of Indisna, & “to"thie *Ohals. |
-to put the quaation’,o!—o preatsd to tiie- Ofialz
view of stopping what

o

s It earrres with' 1€-some démagoguic
power. He despived o do

move thoss who are driven
they afraid of 7 If
liens to carry ont

: Mith th
el

t3 of :the . two

PSPPI ML) 1

& 1des of hmll

i1

us, but derpised. atill
agojuesi: Whiat

¥ ars
they do not want to glve thlr}y,m"il;

& great national polle, say so. bat

not attempt to get xid of tha
want 'Vf" ll?d to the landl

:0t:0hio. spoke for some:time; Rex-
a6 Iaodleaior niggess i fn’
agonssd thess'
6 spoeal to the aountry,
Demooratio party was to go
for niggers. They

, FEIgREDIR, of ;]

st asked {f the Ian,
tation of & great mi
the President—who r
srowd. raying that vone but cowardd would.abirk:this
Caban bill, He would teil the, Senafor {thut the Ke-,
_poblicaps did net t
1ho trial of physi€al.
fnted that'thoy would endurs as miuch
nied that the Republicave were obate
mate bust d to

o
6

oQuld-po morg Tuns
niggers than & stenm sbgind withodt ins) *

he ¥sd
..‘.‘;‘#fgmu

31‘!, nor shi;
arsnce &% t

e by sigiog oak hey

; i Xhe g
itsnes, enr-
The whole objsct of {the
round the world huntirg
pacty mpont
100k Mr.-Toomba to, task
h e J" _l'ﬂ” 1ask,
tly < addreseed: gn - ont:door'

shirk. rofarved to-
he lgllt‘ﬁl‘[ol;"l‘ﬂ—
again,  He de.
naéing:mo legiti.

d!
thers shall ba inserted an express sondition that
no memher oftcongrwl shéll be‘admitted to any
part of soid contract .or agreement, or 10 any be:
nefit that iay ariss therefrom.” fE et
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