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" . centuries Had overfhadoted mankind,

~ ipony. after a lapfe of fixtéen years, to

_and Tolfeit indulgence; for falling far

 this evéntful day 16 calculated to infpire,
It is worthy of remark; that the

' nations of our ”glqbc fotm aone extended

o independence. The. fpirit of freedom

' had we not done fo... When we review

et of the Senttte of South-Cardlina. |

NS, COUNTRYMEN, AND =
teen ye ;
born at’ once, a new order of |
8 arofe, and an illgitridus wra in
‘hiltory of hurman affairs commenced.
Thie ties which betsre had joined us to
Great Britain were fevered, and we al-
fumed a place among the nations of the
earth. P i, AR Ry :

" Having delivéred the firlt oration that
was fpoken in the United States, to cele-
brate this great event, I feel myfelf
dotibly ‘honored in béing again called
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perform the fame duty. ere my abi-
litics equial to  the imporfant fubjed,
‘ivﬁi'- entertainment twould be . great ;

ut 1 maft calt myfelf on you’r_candcﬂ

fhort of that difplay of eloquence, twhich

difcovery of America was vearly co-ii-
cident with the invention of the art of
.,gl‘inti,ng antl of the maijner’s compals.
Tiom thefe thiee fouirces the condition
of mankind has beén greatly improved.
By means of the art of printing, the
dar nefs of ignorauce, which for pany

has giveh place to the light of know-
ledge, and léﬂri_lcﬂ men of every clime
conftitute but one republic. -~ In confe:
queénce of the mariner’s compafs, all the

family, reciprocally adminiftering to the
wants of each other.  May I be allow-
ed to add, that the difcovery of Ame:
fica is the firlt link of a chain of caufes,
which bids fair to enlarge the happinefs
of mankind; by fegenerating’ the prin-
ciples of government inevery quarter of
the world. Among the events refulting
from this difcovery, and. which lead to
that great revolution, .the declaration of
#adependence is corifpicuoully pre-emi-
fient. - T will not wound your ears, on
this feftive day, by a repetition of the
fany injuries received by this country
from Great Britain, which forced ug'to
cut the Gordian knot; which b fore had
joined us together. Suffice it to ob-
ferve, that for the twelve years preceed-
ing the Aourth of July, 1776, claim
rofe ‘on claim, injury followed injury,
and oppreffion trod on the heels of op-
prefliony till we had no'alternative left
but that of.abjet flavery; or compleat

decided id favor of the latter, ~ Heaven
fmiled en our exertions. After an éight
years war in which our countrymen dif:
played the patierice, the perfeveraiice,
and the magnanimity of repiblicans,
"fruggling for every thing that is dear
to freemen, their moft fanguine wifhes
were realifed. The government of Great
Britain; which began the war te enfoice
their claiim, to bind us in'a/l cafes what-
Soever, after fpending a hundred milli-
ons of money, and facrificing a hundred
thoufand fubjeéts; to no purpofe, was
obliged to give up the conteft, to retire
trom ouif fhores, and to relinquith, by a
folemn treaty, all claim to bind us in
any cafe whatfoevers Such’ 4 triumph
of liberty could not fail of vibrating|
tound to world:. A great and mighty
nation, on the other fide of the At
lantic, in imitation of our example, has
abolifhed a fyflem of oppreffion, under
which their forefathers for many. centu-
ties had groaned. - We truft and hope,
that they will difcover as great abilities
in planning and executing a good new
government, as they have hitherto dome
m deftroying an ancient bad one. Should
thiswell founded expe@ation be realifed,
we may hope, that revolutions will fol-
low revolutions, till defpotifm is banifh-
ed from our globe, In this point of
view, the enfarged philanthropift muft
not only 1ejoice in the benefits acquired
by this country from its independence,
but ftill miore 10 thofe; which dre likely
to flow from it to the opprefled of every
country. A bk
It may feem prefamptuous for us;
who are a nation but of yefterday, to
arrogate to ourfelves the merit of having
enlightened mankind in the art of go-
vernment : but we became an indepeti-
dent people, under circumftances fo fa-
vorable to therights of man, that great
indeed muft have been our ftupidity,

the origin of other nations, we find that
accidental circunftances had a principal
fhare in forming their conftitutions. At
‘one time & fliecefsful invader, at another
a daring chieftain, fixed the conftituent

| pendent frecholder.

oming an ude-

Remote flom the
influence of kings, bithp,s and nobles,
the equality of rights was inculcated by
the experience of every day. ‘Having
grown up to matarity under circum-
ftances fo favorable to liberty, and then
being at once {evered from all connexion
with the. old world, the people of thig
country, in forming a conftitution for
their future government, had every in-
citement to eitablifh fuch principles, as
_promifed to fecure the greatelt poffible
fum 'of " political good, with the leait
poffible poition of evil. . When fuch a
people became perfeétly their own mal-
ters, and free to adopt any contitution
‘they pleafed, great would have been
their thame, had they not improved o
 thofe forms.of government which ori.
| ginated in times of darknefs, :nd were
inftituted under the influence of privile-
ged orders. On this anniverfary of in-
dependence, it cannot be improper to
fbew that this has actually been done,
and that in confequence thereof we en-
joy advantages, rights and privileges fu-
perior to moft, if not to all of the hu-
| man race. Bear with.-me then, while I
attempt to demonftrate this, by a detail
of particulars : i

an opportunity of

. In_entering on_this fubjeét, where
fhall I begin? Where fhall T end? Proofs
are neceflary. 1 need onlyappeal to ex-
perience. . I have a witnefs in the breaft
of' every one who hears me, and who
knows the condition of the common peo-
 ple in othér countries. In che United
States, the bleflings of fociety are en-
 joyed with the leaft poffible relinquith-
| ment of perfonal liberty.  We have hit
[ the lidppy medium between defpotifm
 and dnarchy, Every citizen is perfe@-
ly free‘of the will of every other citizen,
while all are equally fubjeét to the laws,
| AAmong us 10 une can exercif¢ any au-
thority by virtue of birth. Al ftart e
qual in the racé oflife. Noman is bom
 a legiflator. We are tiot bound by a

laws but Mhofe to which we have cor.
fented.  We are not called upon to pa

extravagance of court favorites. No
burdens are impofed on us, but fuch as
the putlic good requires. No enormous
falaties are received by the few at the
expenfe of the many. No taxes are l¢-
vied, but fuch as are laid equally on the
legiflator and private citizen. ‘
can be deprived of his life, liberty or
property, but by operation of laws,
freely, faily and by common confent
previoufly enacted. ;

The liberty of the prefs is enjoyed,
in thefe flates, in a manner that is un-
known in other evuntries. ‘Each citizen
thinks what he pleafes, and fpezks and
writes what he thinks. Pardor me, il-
luftrious Wathington, that I have in-
wardly rejoiced on feeing thy much ref:
peted name abufed in our newfpapers.
Slanders againft thy adamantine charac-
ter, are as harmlefi as. pointlefs Arrows
fhot | from broken bows; but they
prove tlat our printing prefies are free.
The doors of our legiflative afferblies
are open, and the conduct of our flate
officers may be fafely queftioned before
the bar of the public, by any private
citizen.  So great is the refpontibility
of men in high ftations among us, that
it is the fathion to rule well, ~ We read
of the rapacity, crueky and oppreflion
of men in power ; but our rulers feem,
for the moft part, to be exempt from
thefe vices. Such are the effeétsof go-
vernments, formed on equal prirciples,
that men in authority cannot eafly for-
gety that they are the fervantsof the
community, over which they prefide.
Our rulers, taken from the peopie, and
at fated periods returning to them, have
the ﬁrongeﬁ incitement tomake the pnb-
lic will their guide, and the public good
their end,

Among the privileges enjoyed by
the citizens of thefe ftates, we may ree-
kon an exemption from ecclefiaftical efta.
blithments. Thefe promote hypocrify,
and uniformly have been engines of op-
preflion. They have tranfmitted error
from one generation to another,; andre-
ftrained that free [pirit of enquiry, which
leads to improvement. * In this country
no priefts can decimate the fruits of our
induﬂr.y, nor 1s_any preference whate-
ver, nge‘n to one fect abave another:

Religious freedom; banifhed from  al-
moft every other corner of the globe, has
fixed her fandard dmong us, and kindly
invites the difireffed from . all quarters to
repair hithers. In fome places fire and
faggot await the man, who prefumes to

pasts of their government 3 but it never
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ed, that tlie church and ftate are diftinct
focieties, and can very well fubfift without

| any alliance or dependance on each other.
While the government; without partiality
to any denomination, leaves all to ftand
on an equal footing,none can prove fuccefs=
ful but by the learning, virtue, and piety
of its profeflors. -5 X
Our pelitical fituation, . refulting
from independence, tends to cx:?lt_ and
improve the minds of our cmzcnal
‘Great occafions always produce great|
men. - While we were fubjeés, the

ed for us, but not by us. - To adminif-
ter the public affairs of fifteen flates,
-and of four millions of people, the mi-
litaxy," civil, and political talents of ma-
ny will be neceffary. * Every office, in
‘each of thefe multifarious departments,
is oper to every citizen, who has the
abilities requifite for the difcharge of
its duties. Such profpeéts cannot fail

youth to make themfelves worthy of
public confidence. - - :
Itis one of the peculiar previleges we:
benjoy, in confequence of independence, |
that noindividual, no party intereft, no
(foreign influence can plunge’ us into
war. - Under ourexcellent conftitution,
that fcourge of nations will be avoided,
unlels unprovoked and unredrefled inju:
ries roufe the body of the people.  Had
‘we not afferted our rank among nations,
we, as appendages to Great Britain,
Fwould this day - have been engaged in
‘hoftilities againft France, though brave-

our money to fupport  the idlenefs and |

No man,

l.ly ﬂrugg!iug for: the righ_ts o.f man :
and all this at the call of a foreign maf:
jter and without any voice or will of.
sour own in the matter, . Think of the
cruel war now carrying on by kingsand
nobles againt the equal rights of man—
{call to mind the flaughtered thoufands,
iwhofe blood is daily fhedding on the.
plains of Europe, and let your daily
“tribute of thanks alcend tothe common
parent of the univerfe, who has efta:
i blifhed you in a feparate government,
i exempt from participating in thefe hor!
rid fcenes. 3 :
Toall the advantages of neutrality, we
“as an independent people, are entitled by
/the laws of nations, of mnature, and of
'God. Butit muftbe acknowledged, that
atiprefent weare" deprived of mhny of
them. The fame fpint, which infuenced
Great Britain to attempt the fibverfion of
‘our itidependence, hasled her to commit
‘unwarranted outrages 6n our commerce,
If the voice and intereft of the- people of
thaf country, was the rule of their govern-
ment, as it is with us, thefe aggreffions on
our rights would never have taken place ;
but uufortunately for them, and for us,
the interefts 6f the great body of their fub-
jeé‘ts have been facrificed to the féars and
jealoufies of thely. privileged orders. ' In
the madhefs of theirzeal to refirain France
from doing, \hit every independent na-
tion has 2 right to do, they havemcedlefsly
plunged their own country iuto 4 ruinous
Wwar ; andin the profecation of it, inftead
of refpedting our rights, as a feutral na-
tion, they havetreated s s if wé were
their fubjedts,bound to forego cvery branch
of our accuftomed lawful commerce, that
thight; in their apprehenfion, contravene
their defigns. Many thauks, to our worthy
Prefidesit, for his honefl enleavors to pre-
erve’ tofis the bleffings of peace. May!
they be fie€efsful ; but if ofi their failure,
thelaft extremity muft be réforted to, we
may call heaven and earth to witnefs, that
alithe blood, ‘and all the guilt of war will
lie, at the door of Great Britain. Peace
Wwas our intereft—peace was our wifh ; and
for the prefervation of it, the government
and people of thefe fates have done every
thing that was reafonable. and proper for
them to do.  May the fword of the Unit-
ed States never be unfheathed for the pur-
pofes of ambition : but if it muft be uplif-
ted in felf defence; may it fall with deci-
five effe€ on the difturbers of mankind, 1
beg: pardon for this digreflion, and | with
pleafure turh away from contemplatirig the
follies of that government, a feparation
from which we this day celebrate, that I
may proceed. in pointing out -the fuperior
advantages, whichwe, as an indepcndent
people enjoy.

If.- weare to judge of the excelleiice
of 4 government ‘from its fruits, .in the
happinefs of its fubjeéts, we have abun-
dant reafon to be pleafed with our own
F+~fince the peace of 1783, our coun-
try has been in a ftate of progreflive im-
provement<—debts and ethér embarraff.
tnents growing out of the late wai; e,
in mott cales, nearly annihilated.  Our
numbers have been greatly augmented,
both froin the introduétion of forcigners
a_rlé"gj)e natural increafe of our own ci
tizens: . Our, exports and imports have
overflowed all their ancient boundaries.
A’rc.-Venue fifficient to fupport national
Cff.dlti..and to fatisfy all other public
exigeneies, has been eafily raifed, and
that without burdening
Upon an average,

!
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the people.
five of ow citizens

jfuioos of gousrhment wersiperfarm-§ ently energetic for the fecurity of pro-

pointed.

of exciting a laudable ambition in our |

do not pay as much to the fupport of
government as on¢ European {ubjett.
é‘hc whole fum expended in adminifter-
ing the puble  affuirs of the. Uuited
States, is notequal to the fourth part
of ‘what is annually fpent in fupporting
one crowned head in Europe.

: trade and

From the increafc of our
population, new pbrt_s‘ram:daily ° ened,
and new towns and ¢itics lift thewr heads
in all directions. The wildernefs on
olir weltern: frontier, is conftantly leffen-
ing by the extenfion of new fettlements,
Many who now hear me, have been
witnefs to the legiflature of a Rate com-
fortably accommodated in a place, where |
feven years ago the trees of the foreft
had never experienced the ax - of the
hufbandman. Pl o
It was hoped by our enemies; and
feared by our friends, that t_he people o_f
independ\:uft America, would not read}--
ly coalef¢e nnder a government, fuffici-

perty dnd the prefervation of iute.rnal
peace ; but they have bﬁth bcen.dsfa-p-
I thefe ftates there 1s a vi-
gorous execution of the laws, and an
‘upright adminiﬂrati(.m of _;gfhce. Pro-
perty and perfonal rights are well fecur-
ed. - Criminals are eafily brought to
{uffér the punithinent due to their de-
merits : and no legal impediment exifts
in the way of cregitbrs ‘recovering the
full amount of what is due to them.
Thele bleffings’ are fecived to us with-
out the intervention of a tanding army.
Our government refting on the affeéti-
ons of the people, needs no q;her*fup-
port than that of citizen loldiess, How
unlike this to foreign countries, where
 cnormous: taxes are neceflary to pay
ftanding armies, and where flanding ar-
mies are nicceffary to fecare the payment
Lof enormous'taxes. §
*Time wauld fail to eriamerate all the
 {fuperior advantages our citizens enjoy
‘under ‘that fre€¢ government to which
independence gave birth, 1 may fafely”
affirm, in general, that as it proceeded,
from the people, it has heen adminilter.
ed for their beneht, The public good
has been the pole itar by which its ope-
rations have been dire&ed, ;
‘That we may rightly prizé our poli-
tical condition, let us caft our eyes over
the ‘inhabitants’ of the old world, and”
contraft thieir fituation with our ewn
A few among them are eéxalted to be
more than ten, bnt the great bulk of
the people, bowed down under the gal-
ling yoke of oppreffion, are in a ftate of
dependence which debafes human na-
ture. In the benighted regions of Afia,
and Africa, ignorance and defpotifni
frown over the unliappy land. 'T'he
lower claffes’ are treated like beafls of
burden, and transferred without ceremo-
ny from one matter to another, In fome
parts of Europe, the condition of the
peafantry ds. not - quite fo bad, but in
what country are the rights and happt-
nefs of the common people’ fo much ref
pected as in thefe flates ? In this enu-
meration I purpofely omit France. Her
former government was one of the wordt,
We truft and hope, that ‘when peace is
reftored, her enlightened rulers will fur-
uifh a new and ftiong proof of the con.
nexion between lillerty and happinefs.
Among the eftablifhed governments
of Europe that of Great Britain de-
fervedly ftands bigh's what is faulty in
that-we have avoided, what is excellent
in it we have tran{planted in our own,
with additions and’ improvements. * Is
trial by jury the pride of Britons? Tt is
in like tnanner the ‘birthright of our ¢i-
tizens. Do Englifhmen boalt of the
prii'i]cges they enjoy by virtue of the aét
of parliament, commonly called the Ha.
beas corpus a& ? We enjoy . the fame,
and with more facility, for with us two
magiftrates (one of whom isof the quo-
riim ) are empowered to give all the re-
lief to a confined citizen which i3 con-
templated by that adt. Dy Englifhmen
glory in the tevolution of 1688, and of
the gotemporary. a&ts of parliament,
which declared the rights and bberties
of the fubjea? We have much more

‘blaze. - It was referved for Americg ng
0 put government on its proper foyy,
dation, the fovercignty of the ‘people,
" Do Englifhmen value the felves oo
tha; is called Magna Charta ? 3 74 th:
preamble to this celebrated infrumey
it -is ftated, that * the king",:';,‘f hi;
mere free will, gave and. granted 1o alt
freemen of his_realm, the libertieg
which are therein {pecified. - What i
' thus faid to be given and gfimedby
the free will of the lovereign, we the
people of America hold in ogr e
right. - The fovercignty reft
{elves, and. inftead of receivin
' vileges of free citizens as a
the hands of our rulers, we
powers by a conftitution of our :
franiing, i{hich preferibed Lo‘th'em, ?}:::
thus far they might go, but 10 farther,
All power; not thus exprefsly delegated
is retained. Here, let us paufe, ané
leifurely furvey the diffevence, the R
menfe difference, between a citizen angd
a fubjedt. A free eitizen, of a:ifrcc
ftate, is the higheft ftyle'of man, A
{ubjet is born in a ftate of~depe,.a:,,g,,
-and bound to obey. A citizen hag with,.
n himfelf a portion ef fo_ve;c'ignx_y, and
1s_capable of forming or amending the
conftitution, by which He's to be go-
verned 5 and of electing, or of being
el'e&ed; to the office of ats *firft magi-
ftrate.  In monaichics ubjeéts are
what they are by the grace of their fo.
vereign ; but in free ‘reprcféntative,go.
-vernments, mlcrs,arc'what';thcy are. by’
the grace of the people. . .
In comparing the.conftruion of the
legiflative affembliesof thefe ftates, with
‘the ‘parliament of Great Britain, how
ftriking the contraft?. Here the repre-
 {entatives are apportioned en fuch prin-
ciples as collects and tranfmits the
fentiments of the reprefented ;  Bat in
- Great Britain.the parliament is-a mock.
‘ery’ of reprefentation. The' elefors are.
but a handful of the whole mals of fub-
jefts.  Large towns have few or no re..
'prefentatives, while decayed boroughs
‘are cuthorifed to fend infinitely more
‘than would be their quota on any rea-
fouable {yftem, In thefe ftates the le-
giflative “affemblies are like miniatuse
-pictures of the whole community, where
cach part retains.its comparative ime
portance, though on a reduced fcale. In
the parliament of Great Britain, the
few give law to the many. -Jt has beeq
demonftrated by calculatiops ‘on thig
fubjadt, that a majority of the Englith
houfe of commons is chofen by lefsthan
8cco  perfans, though the kingdom
containg more than eight millions of
fubjetts. ~ Here the views and withes of
the legiflature, ave for the moft part the
views 3nd wifhes of the people;; but in
England the reverfe is often the cale.
In the Britith parliament, the minifter
with a penfioned majority, may carry
what fchemes he pleafes ; but in our
legiflative affemblies, every overture muft
ftand or fall according to its real or ap--
~parent ‘tendency, to help or hurt the
people. Thus might I go on till I out
raged your patience, in demonftrating
the fuperiority of onr government over
thofe which are reputed the beft in the
old world. iy 4
With fuch a conftitution, and with
fuch extenfive territory, as we poflefs,
to’ what heighth of national greatnefs.
may wenot afpire 2 Some of our large
ftates have territory fuperior to the if-
lands of Great Britain, and the whole
rogether are little inferior to Europe.
itfelf. . The natural adyantages of our
country are many and great. Weare,
not ‘left to depend on’ others for our”
fupport and ftrength. Qur luxoriant
foil is_capable of producing, not only
¢nough  for the . encreafing multitude
that inhabits it, but a farplafage for ex-
portation, fufficient to fupply the wants
of hundreds of thoufands in foreign
countrics, Our numbers, if they con<
tinue to enercale, as they hitherto have
doney will, in lefs than a eentury, amount
to forty millions.  The light of fcience
is kindling up in every corner of thefe-
ftates.” Manufattures, and all the ufefu

our ‘9\‘70
s in our.
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defined their

reafon to be proud of cur conflitution.
Whoevet examines theta declaratory aéts
of the Englifh parliament; will find, that
all the provifions in favor of liberty
which they contain, fiy up and kick the
beam, when weighed dgainft the follow-

arts are making raptd progiefs among
us, while agriculture, the hrft and bett
employment of man, furpaffes all its an-
cient limits. With pleafure 1 cou]fi
dwell on the pleafing profpeét of our'n-
fing greatnefs; but I halten to pomt

ing fmgle fentence in our conflitution ;
“ All power is originally vefted in the |
people, and all free goveraments
founded on their authority,
tuted for theit peace,
nels.”

It is true, that by the revolution of
1688, the pecple of England ot a fo-
reigh prince te fule over them, on bet-
ter terms than their own domeftic tv.
rants had done, but neverthelefs, théy
only exchanged one mats, for another 3
For in their a& of fettlement, ‘to ufe
theit’own words, ¢ thev ol hombly
and faithfuliy fubmijtted t'h:-mfelve's, their
heirs and their pofteritics.” ~This @ra
was only the early dawan of that liberty
which pow fhines on us in its no )

ar(“i
and infli- |
fafety and happi- |

untid_u l

out what is the line of condué proper
to be purfued by thofe who are fo high-
ly favored. We ought, in thcﬂrﬂ_p]ace,
to be grateful to the All-wife difpofer

of events, who has given us fo great a

portion of political happinels. To pof-

fefs fuch a country, with the bleflings

of liberty and peace, together with that

fecurity of perfon and property, which

refults from a wellordered efficient go-

vernment, is, or ought to be mdtter of |
conftant thankfulnefs.

Indallry, frugality and temperance,
are virtues which we fhould eminently
cultivate.  Thele are the only founda-
tion, on which a popular government
can reft with fafety. Republicans thould
be, plain’ in their apparel—their entex




