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Commonplace,

A commonplace lite, wo say, and we sigh;

Bat why should we sigh ns we say ?

The commonplace sun in the eommonplace
sky,

Makes op the commonplace day;

The moon and the stare are commonplace
things,

And the flower that blooms, and the bird
that sings;

Bat dark were the world and sad our lot

If the flowers lniled and the san ghone not;

And God who studies each separste sonl

Ot of commonplaes lives mukes his bonn-
tifnl whaole. —Chrislian Union

o ——— ————

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

Hard to beat—An old carpet,
There are 15,000 washwomen
Paris.

When tea was first introduced into
England it sold for filty dollars a
pound.

Mr. Paul Brunelle, of Putnam, Conu.,
has made a walking-cane, which con-
tains 649 picces of wood, no two of the
same klmj\.

The boys of the Buston pubiie schools
are instructed in military drill, nnd an-
nunlly have n street parade, with s re-
view by the mayor.

We have yet to see the telephone thatl
will give an intelligent reply to the
question: *“ Can you square that little
account to-day, old man?"—DBreakfas
Tuble.

The subgeriber who wants to know
what is the most difficalt thing to raise
on & farm is informed that the farmer's
son will fill the bill pretty well about
six A, M.

Somebody has discovered that cats
can't live at a greater elevation than
13,000 feet, lllerefﬁra back shods should
be built 13,600 feet high.—Binghamion
Republican.

The editor of the Albany Argus has
dog which catehes fish by submerging
her head and taking them with her
mouth. She does this purely for sport,
and does not ent or eyen hurt the fish,
Vanderbilt is worth over lifty millions.
He can go to the fivst church strawberry
festival of the season, treat half a dozen
oung ladice, and have epough money
f-.-!t or next morning’s marketicg.—
Norristown Herald.

Takea bran new straw hat, drop it
into the cylinder of a threshing ma-
cliine, and when it has been run out on
to the straw stack by the carrier, you
hiave the latest style Indies’ hat,— Water-
100 Observer.

The registrar of the Philndelphia
board of Lealth refuses to issue burial
permits unless the physicians who sign
the certificates of death can exhibit a
lnwinl diploma, qualifying them for the
practice of medicine.

There are about fifty different editions
of the Bible known as the * Breeches
Bibie," from the uge of the word
** brooches " instead of aprons in Gen,
iii. 7; and the market value of copies
ranges from #$5 to $156, according to
condition.

The lurgest hog in the couniry is a
Poland Ching, four years old lust spring,
iately on exhibition at Junetion City,
Kuansas., His length is seven feet, girth
of neck sixand s ﬁﬂ” feet, girth of chest
seven and one-eighth fect, girth of cen-
tor cight feet, width sncross the hip
thirty inches, and weighs 1,533 pounds,
In Beliring island the Swedish Arotic
explorers claim to have discovered the
future dniry farm of the remote Last,
st gay that anglers who have used up
the Buropean rivers may there find ex-
collent sport. The rivers abound in
trout and salmon too unnccustomed
to humuan encmies to be afraid of
them,
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Example,
We seattor soeds with careless hand,
And dream wo ne'er shall ses them more;
But for n thonsand years
Their truit appoars,
In weads that mur the land,
Or healthiul store.

RIDGWAY,

ters, Maggie, so go to bed, and gleep
soundiy on my promise.”

*“WhenM

' Perhaps to-morrow. Archie dines
with the bishop to-morrow. I shall
find no hetter opportunity, T think."

The next morning proved to he one
of those drenching days quite character.
istic of an English November. 8till,
about three o’clock, Miss Leslie insisted
on riding to the village. Her grand-
father made some opposition, hut soon

vein to ““Kate's set ways,” and her

ecided declaration ** that she would be
illgwithout ner gnlln]pﬁ"

Arrived st the vil age she stopped at
the parsonage door, and nodding pleas-
antly to the housekeeper who opened
it, slie said she was wvery wet, and
wotlld like to see her cousin, nnd dry
her hiabit. )

The parson was gone to the bishop's,
but if Miss Leslie would come in there
was a fire in his parlor, and she could
warm her feet and have a warm cup of
tea; and Miss Lealie, alfter a little
affected hesitation, and a little more
presaing, consented to do so.

She ;Im rmitted Martha to remove he
hat and bring her some tea. ** I shall
rest half an hour, Martha, and If
Cousin Archie is not back by that time,
I must go, or-else I shall not reach
home before dark.” .

As soon as the door wns shut she
glaneed round the room. It was s cozy
place, full of bachelor comforts, and
plvu.gantlyr littered with books and
papers. The Indian cabinet stood in
n little recess hetween the two windows,
She quietly selected her grandfather’s
key, and tried the lock. It opened at
once, and with an ease that showed it
was in constant use, and the first thin
that greeted her was the faint scent o
roge lenves.

But the letters were not in the
drawers, nnd she was on the point of
closing the cabinet in despair, when she
remembered that her grandfather's had
a1 secret door that slipped away, and
Lid a closet between the drawers. It
was likely Archie’s had the same,
Shesought the spring, and it responded
at onee to her touch, and there iny the
letters, all tied together in one fi!.tll-
bunidle., There was not more than hall
a dozen, and Kate, with a smile ot re-
liet and satisfaction, put them in her
pocket, and relocked the cabinet.

She had searcely done so when she
heard gome one open the front door
wiltli o pass key, and come straight up
thestairs, In n moment shie had deeided
thnt it was not Archie's footstep, and
that it must be one of his intimate
(riends. In a moment, also, she had
deeided that if she did not know Lim,
he should not know her. Whoever it
wns, he did not at once come Lo Lthe par-
lor; he went into an adjoining room,
vemoved his wet coat and boots, and
came lounging in, with slippers on his | confess that you wer® Kate' Baslie. Do
feet and a cigar in his mouth. you know the lady whose name you'
Knte had just finished arranging her | horrowod #" -

lint nnd gloves, and was going quietly *No, I know nothing™nhomt suck u
out of one door when he entered by the | person.”

other. For a moment they stood and “Then I will go with you
iwoked blankly at each other; the next, | qyust make an apolopy to Lhe
Kate ndvanced a few steps, and said: ** 1| < Afust I do this?"

am whaiting to see the clergyman. Do| + You must. Itisthe least you can
you know how soon he will return, | g4

sirf™ ) X . “ Very well, Archie, I will do it.,”

“T think he will be hereimmediately,” |  put this part of her punishment was
answered the new-comer, whose first| jopg delayed, The next morning Kate
instinct was to say the thingmost likely | was very ill, and o severe attack of
to detain so beautiful a girl. I am | \Leumatic fever confined her for weeks
sorry to have intruded, but [ will retire | (5 ey room. Then the fatigue and
at once, il you desire it. excitement conscquent on Maggie's

“By no means, sir. I shall not re- |y, qrringe threw her back into the inertia
main longer, 1 expected my brother | of jnyalidism, and the adventure was
with Mr. Fleming, but a8 my groom is | i most lorgotten in its puinful results.
with me, there isno need to wait, espe- |~ A4 (e warm weather came on she
cinlly as it is likely to be dark very | jmproved, and began to go into society
(-'trlf. = 8 , | ngnin. One day there was to be o lawn

“ 1 left Mr. Fleming at the IJls]u_i[' 5 | party at the hi.«irmp'u, and she promised
with L]ll."l;f_' other clergymen., Your | ig picet Archie there. She wus sitting
brother— y ,, | resting under n great oak, when she
*0Oh, my brotheris l’l_'ifﬂs’lll!}n: saw him coming toward her. A gentle-
and then suddenly rememberinga friend | jpan was with him, whom she recog-
of Archie's \'_«'liU ll.l\'"d at I{‘ﬁﬂt }U“ miies | pized at a glance; she had introduced
nwﬂi‘, shie said : I am Miss Crowthier, | jerself once to him ns Miss Crowther.
of Hill IDP"I'W!{PP!‘ you know Mr.| What was Archie going to do to her?
Henry Crowther! . - She feltalmost like erying; butshe stood
_ The young gentieman looked nt Kate hravely up as they advanced, and in
in utter amazement. In. fact, he was | Ler white muslin dress, with rozes at
Mr. Henry Crowther Limself, and Le her wanist and throat, she made a very
was not aware that he had ever had any lovely picture, :
sister, Who was this beautiful girl “ (zood-afterncon, Cousin Kate.”
clniming so pleasant a kinship with| «(ousin Archie, good-afternoon.”
him? “ Kate, this is my friend, Mr. Henry

But nlmost with the announcement | Crowther.”

Kate disappeared. He watched her | = 8)e Llushed violently, but she did not
horse brought round, and saw her| |gse her self-possession. *I have met
mount and ride nway, and then sat| z[y Crowther betore, once, when I was
down to smoke in & whirl of curiosity | on a little private masquerade, and ns-
and excitement. ** What abright face! | suyiped tie charaoter of his sister, 1

ting, and he would not see the hand
she held out to him. When they were
nlone, she asked ntoner: “Why won't
you shake hands, Archie?”
“* How can you expect me, Kale, to
tnke the hand—"
““That robbed me.! Say it if you

wish.”
Why did you

“1 was going to say it.
do it?"

“Becanse you were torturing little
Maggie, and fv will not have her worried
about a few letters, They were hers,
not yours."

“1 think they were mine.”

“That shows n man's ionesty in love
malters. The letters were seént to you
under a supposition that you were to
fill a certnin relationship to Maggie.
You were found incompetent for that
position, and the favors relating to it
ought to have been returned. A dis-
missed ambnssador might just as well
keep the insigin of his office.”

* 8it down, Kate, and don’t put your-
¢lf in a passion. Have I ever done an
unkind thing to either Muggie or you
since we were children together?”

“No, Archie, fou have not.”

“Do you reslly think Iwould?"

“ You said you would tell 8ir John
things about Maggie, and that would
be unkind. Mnggie loves Sir John
very much,”

“T would never hurt Maggie. As
your pastor, and a8 your cousin, let me
say I think you have behaved in a very
improper manner."

*Archiel”

“ Very improper indeed. You ought
to liave come to me. would have
given you the poor dear little letters;
und ns for telling Sir John anything to
open his eyes, I like him far too weil.
The only way to be happy in love is to
be hlintf." )

*You think thatis very satirieal, I
dure say.”
**No, I do not. Iam waiting for
your apology, Kate. You know you
onght to make me one.”

Kate sat, with burning cheeks, tap-
ping the floor with her foo’, and Archie
stood enlmi{ watching her. At lust
she eanid, “You are right, Archie.
Then, putting her hand in her
pocket: “*Here are theletters. Do
what you likewith them. I trust you.”
He took them tenderly, and throwing
them into the five, mournfully watched
them turn to gray ashes, Kute's eyes
were fuil of painful tears.

“ Archie,” she said, * forgive me. 1
acted very impulsively and very im-
prudently. I am ashamed of myself.
There is something else T must tell you
about this mizerable affair. SUW 1
gentloman in vour parlor, snd [ gave
myself a false name 1o him."”

*Oh, Kate, see how one fault leadsto
another. If you had been doing right
you would not hage bgen Thshamed jo

The Predicted Fate of the Earth.

The Apostle Peter, in his socond
epistle, snnounced the approash of the
time when “the heavins shall pasa
awny with a great noige, and the ele-
ments shall melt With fervent heat;
the earth also, and the works that are
therein shall be ed up,” What
has modern science to say to the pos-
sibility of a catastrophe such as that
shadowed forth in a comparatively
unscientific age, eighteen ocenturies
ngo? Mr. R. A. Proctor, writing in his
Intest volume, “The Flowers of the
Sky," remarks: “*It is no longer a
mere fancy that eagh star is & sun—
science has made this an assured fact,
which no astronomer thinks of doubt-
ing: We know toat in cortain general
respects ench star resembles the sun.
Each is glowing like our sun with an
intense heat. We know that in each
atar processes resembling in violence
those taking place in our own sun
must be continually in progress, and
that such processes must be accom-
panied by a noise and tumult, com-
pared with which all the forms of up-
ronr known upon ouar earth are as ab-
solute silence. The ernsh of thunder-
bolt, the bellowing of the voleano, the
awful groaning of the exrthquake, the
roar of the hurricane, the reverberating
peale of londest thunder, any of these,
#ind all combined, are ns nothing com-
pared with the tumult raging over
every square mile, every square yard,
of the surface ol ench one nmong the
stars.”

He rroeenda to describe, with con-
siderable circumstantiality, two ap-
pearances witnessed in the heavens
within the last few years—in 1866,
when the tenth magnitude star (that
is, four magnitudes below the lowest
limit of the naked eye vision) in the
constellation of the Northern crowns
suddenly shone as a second magnitude
star, afterward rapidly diminishing in
luster, and in 1876, when a new star be-
eame visible in constelintion Cygsus,
subsequently fading agein so ns to be
only perceptible by means of a tele-
seope.

After noting the conclusions deduced
from the application of the most ap-
proved instruments to lhese obser-
vations, Mr. Proctor remarks:
change in our own sun, such as af-
focted the star in Cygnus, or that other
star in the Northern erown, would un- | The far West seems already tolerably
questionably destroy every living | well supplied with meuns of livelihood
crenture on the face of this earth; nor | for the scores of millions that will soon
vould any even escape which may exist | dwell there, but & new one lins vecently
on the other planets of the solar sys- | heen mentioned in the Culifornia Acad-
tem. The star in the Northern erown | emy of Seien e, The gum which exudes | throws away as worthless is made to
shone out with more than cight hun- | (rom the creosote plant is known Lo | subserve some use in the Frenchman's
dred times its former luster; the stur | commerce as shellac, from which are | seonomy.  The pig’s blood is used in
in Cygnus with from five hundred to | made sealing-wax, varnish ‘and the | the manufueture of the large black san-
many thousand timesits former luster, | scarlot Ino an used for dyeing the | suges which meet with sush extensive
nccording as we take the highest pos- | British red military conts. The plsnt is |sale in Paris, The long bristles are
sible estimate of ils brightness before | as thick as sage brush, from Southern | pulled out by hand and go to the brush
the eatastrophe, or congider that it may | Utah to New Mexico, and from the | maker.

have been very mneh brightet. Nowif | Colorado desert to Western Texns, but
our sun was to increase tenfold in |chicfly plenty on the Mojave und Col-
brightuess, all the higher forms of [ orndo deserts. Caleutta exports $5,000-
animal life, and nestly all vegetable | 000 worth of shellac a yoar, whick
life, would inevitebly ¥a destroyed on | brings from twenty-five to thirty-five
this enrth, A few stubborn animal- | conts o pound, and almost as muoh of
cuies might survive, and possibly afow | lac dye, selling still higher. The United
of tho lowest forms of vegelation, but | Stwtes have imported in some vears
naught else. If the sun increased a | 700,000 pounds of shellac alone, Yet it
hundred-fold in luster, this heat would | is all over the West, and can be so easily
doubtless sterilize the whole earth |collected that boys could earry on the
The same would happen in other | husiness of gathering it. Probabiy this
planets,—Sunday Magazine. product will now receive attention in
commerce,

The Paris Abattoir.
The slaughter houses of Paris are lo-
cated st La Villette, on the outskirts of
the vity, and form, together with a
olice station, telegraph office, barracks
or n small foree of troops stationed
there, and other buildings,n town of ver,
respectable sire. The buildings, whic
are of stone, were construoted in
the most thorough manner by the city
under government authority. The
premises are inclosed by a high stone
wall, and the ﬁrcunds are divided into
reguinr reotangles by four avenues, in-
tersected by four sireets.
Through each building runs n series
of cours, covered with a ginss ceillnq.
and in these cours the uisuﬁhterlng 8
done, the animals being dressed on
wooden frames placed ab regular inter-
vals on each alr{o of the cour. A pe-
culinr feature of the business is that of
blowing ur the carcnss as soon ns the
liend and legs are cut off. which the
Commercial Bullelin describes as fol-
lows: The body being placed on the
dressing frame, an incision is made in
the breast near the neck, and the noz-
zol of a bellows inserted. A man then
works the bellows for about fifteen
minutes, until the whole carcass is
swollen out like & small balloon. The
reasons given for this are that it makes
the meat look better, more plump than
it otherwise would, and that it ennbles
the one who sking the earonss to get
the hide off quicker and easier, with-
out injuring it. All bullocks, calves,
sheap, eto., slaughtered in these estab-
lishments are blown up in this manner.
Pig butchery in Paris is conducted on
avovel plan. The pigs aretaken into a
large round house, having a cupola in
the roof to let off the smoke, the floor
being divided into trinngular dens. A
dozen or so of pigs are driven into each
ten at atime, and a butcher passes alnuﬁ
and strikes each one on the head wit
a mallet,

After being bled, the defunct porkers
ave carried to the side of the room and
arranged methodieally in a row. They
are then covered with straw, which is
set on fire and the short bristles quickly
burned off. After a thorough scorching
the pigs are carried into the dressing
room, lung up on hooks, and scraped
by menns ol a sort of drawing knife,
handled by asklliful eperator, who per-
forms his work at the rate of about one
pig n# minute. Then the bodies arve
washed and the entrails taken out and
cleaned.
livery part of the animal is utilized in
Paris, and that which the Awmerican

TIMELY TOPICS,

The Maine experiment ol offering re-
wards to boya for successful farm work
is to be imitated in Vermont., Two of
the trustees of the State university have
offered $150 in prizes to boys not over
seventeen years of age for the best crops
of potatoes and corn on one-eighth of an
nere, The Seieniffic American thinks
the practice is a wood one, and might be
wisely adopted with benefit to our
mricull.uml interests as well ns to the
ya.

The deeds we do, the words we say—

Into gtill air they seem to fleet,

Wa connt them ever past;
But they shall last—
In the dread judgment they
And wo shall moeet! %

One of the oldest and best ad ver tisers
in the country ngim three oardinal
Eoints that all advertisers may pro 6t

v: First, if one hna a good thing,
which the people really need, the more
widely he makes it known the larger
will be his rates; he will gain noth ng
by economizing in this matter, provide
he advertises with judgment.
Second, no one need expect Lo do a
brisk and extended busincss in these
days who fails to advertise, and adver-
tise freely. Third, it coats money at
the outset to advertize, and one must
not expeot to do this effectunily tor lit-
tle or nothing. But if properly done it
will pay in the erd.

I oharge thee ! y the years gone by
For the love's sake of brethren dear,
Keep thou the one true way,
In work and play,
Leat in that world their ery
Ot woe thou hear.

~Jokn Keble.

: : e in

The Stolen ‘Love-Letters,

In the unrsertain flickering firelight
pretty Mo cpie Leslie sat pulling a rose
to pieces,  Her sister Kate watched her
8 [eW moments impatiently, and then
enids ““What are you doing, Maggie P
Tixed of your new lover, eh 2" |

“What nonsense! I am not tired of
my new lover, but I am angry at my
old one."

“Very likelv. When a girl has dis-
earded a country clorgyman with £300
a year for a baronet with £30,000, it is
likely she will be angry at the poor
lover troubling her memory."

**Iehould dismiss the country olergy-
man yery soon from my memory, if he
permitted me. T never thought Archie
Fleming could have been so mean;”
and Maggie threw the poor tattered
remnant of 4 rose passionatly away
from he=,

“1I do not believe Cousin Archie
Fleming could do a mean thing, Mag-
gle  You must be mistaken.”

“1 wish I was. Come closer, Kate,
and T will tell you all about it;" and
the two young girls seated themselves
on |n low ottoman in a confidentinl atti-
tude.

“‘k\"nw Muaggie, when and what P

“The ‘when' wans two evenings ago.
8ir John and I were coming across the
moor, just as hinppy as—as anything.
and I thought Archic was in London,
when we met him suddenly as we
turned into the Hawthorn path. And
what do you think P They rushed into
ench othec's urms like—like two French-
men. I do believe they kissed each
other. [t weg *John'and *Archie,’ and
hand-shabing, and * How are you old
fellow ' und that kind of thing, until
I was quite disgusted,  Men going on
m trat way sare 2o ridiculous!

*By-anl-b; e Sir Julin remembered me,
and ‘supposed Arclie kuew Lis air
pavishioner Miss Leslie,” and Archie
bowed in the most distant manner, and
said he had the honor of being my poor
cousin, Men never keep anything, and
betore we hind walked a quarter of a
mile Sir John lhad contrived to let
Archie know how mattors stood be-
twoen us"

*“*That wts not very pleasant, but of
wourse you were off with theold love
before you were on with the new."

** Not exactly. I had stopped writing
to Archie, and if he had an ounce ot
sense hie might have guessed the rea-
Hon..‘

Kate shock her head aud looked
A Now, Kate, don't b aggravat

‘* Now, Kate, don’t be avatin
The case is just this. Sir John aufd
Arcliie, it seems, are old schiool friends,
and Arcliie has all sorts of romantic no-
tions about fidelity to his friend, and
threatens to tell Sir John kow badly 1
have treated him."”

“Then you have seen Archie®"

“Yes; 1 sent Davie Baird to tell
him to meet me in the conservatory last
ni*ht.“

‘How imprudent !"

“I had to do it. I wanted to coax
Archie to let me off easily, and give me
back all my letters. 1 must have the
Jetters, Kitty, 1 really must,"

“Weallp"

“Well he said some very disagreeahle
things—truths he called them—and [
cried, and looked just as pretty as 1
could. He insisted I was in love with
SirJohin's title and money, and not with
himselt; and when I said that was not
true, snd that I loved Sir John very
dearly, lie got quite in & temper, It is
my belief that e would r: ther I mar-

One of the most notable among recent
engineering prajects i3 the railway al-
ready being constructed over thie Mount
Lofty range of hills, Bouth Australia.
Nearly $4,000,000, it is stated, will be
expended on the thirty-three miles be.
tween Adelaide and Naizne, Within a
trifle the railway is estimated to cost
about $110,000 per mile, and that where
the cost of the land was very slight;
in some portions the expenditures will
be tully Bl.’m.unn per mile, owing to the
large extent of tunneling to be done and
the height of the viaducts and embank-
ments to be formed., The summit of
the range will bereached in about nine-
teen miles from Adelaide, and ot an al-
titude of some 1,600 feet above gea level,
and here a station, to be named after the
range, will be loeated. The ruling
gradient, one in forty-five, will he be-
tween Government Farm and this point
and the descent from the summit to the
Aldgnte point will be by a similer gradi-
ent.,

A Dinner in Tokio.

Very strange dishes came upon the
hosvd at onr dinner at the hotel in
Tokio. A preliminnry pipe of mild
tobaeco wns handed around. The
tobucco was oo mild an affair alto-
gether to take the edge oft one’s apps-
dite, if intended for that purpose. The
lirst course consisted of sweetmeats,
sopvud upon lwequered plates,  The
wliole meal wasol a Frenchified charac-
ter, Balls of golden, searlet, and green
jollics were among the things in this
dish; rice, flour, and sugsr made up
tie constituents of the other parts of it.
Saki (rice spirit) and the ever-present
tea were then served round. The second
course consisted of soup, into which
were shredded hard-boiled eggs. ‘This
was gerved in bowis,but without spoons.
I Lnd, however, my purchased gpoon,
fork, and knife always with me, and so
eseapad trouble. Then came a very
strange dish ; it waus o collop cut from a
living fish wriggling on the sideboard.
The Japs are o great fish-eating loik,
mod this raw lish-eating is quite com-
wmon. The steak cut for Bruce from the
iiving ox, told of in his Abyssitian
travels, oceurred to one's memory.

The live tidbit is supposed to be eaten
with the Jupanese ** Soy" —a sance that
makes everviliing palutnble—but I let
my poction of it pass. 1t is not possible
Lo comply with all Japinese fashions at
once. Time is necessary to the nequive-
ment of taste, Cooked fish was next
served, and that in great variety, in-
cluding shell-fish. A sort of lime or
small lemon was used s the Aavoring
to this dish. Then eame boiled beans,

and you
i ly."

The Calture of the Rose.

Every rose will net come [rom (he
slip. Of the three great divisions into
which the vose family ig sepurated, viz.,
the damask, the noisette and the tea, the
lnst two may be propagated with more
or less readiness from the slip, or by
budding; the first only by dividing the
roots, nnd planting the seed, which lnt-
ter method I8 resorted to, however, only
when it is desired to oblain new varie-
ties.

The best season for taking rose slips
is in June, just after the protuse bloom
of early summer is over,although o per-
son who knows vxu.ullry Low to cut a
slip may find good cuttings thronghout
the warm months. Judgment and dis-
cernment are needed for the selection at
nll sensons. I kvnow a generous Indy
who sent her friends immense armfuls
of boughs, with bardly a real cutting
upon them.

One should choose from a good vigor-
ous branch of last year's growth a fresh
shoot, containing two or three buds,
such ns will always be found more or
less swollen at the base of the leaf stems,

The steady deercase in the population
of France, as indicated by the gradusd
ful'ing off in the birth rate, is again at-
tracting considerable attention in that
country. In 1878 the number of births
wans below the average of the four
previous yenrs. In 1861 the avernge
wns 2 .00 per cent,; in 1868 it had suuk
1o 2.03, and sinee thon o further decline
took place, until in 1878 it had fallen to
253, The birth rate of France is, in-
deed, much 'ower than in sny other
European country. The higlest rate is
that of the German ¢ mpire, where, ne-
cording to the latest returns, it was 4 03
per cent.  In Russia the rate is 3 03, and
in Austria 3.91 per cert, while in Ene-
land in 1877 it was 3.62 per cent. The
ecauses assigned for the low rate in
France are the fewer number of mar-
ringes and the great decline in thenpum-
her of ehildren resulting from these
marringes. The proportion of children
to each marrinze is dwindling more and
more each ye.r throughout France,
with the exception of Brittany and
some of the departments in the center

RRocky Mountain Nights.
Now and then, on the plaing, coyotes
ventuir: close to eamp, and, if they are
vory hungry, cven come to the fireside
in search of ment, and perhaps atiempt
to gnaw the straps off the saddle or
hoots your weary head reclines upon,
Foiled in this, they adjourn to a respect-
ful distance and set up prolonged and
lugubrious howls, which either keep
vou nwake allogethier or aliune your
dreams to some horrible themo, Per-

haps I ought not to use the plural, since

ried for money thun love if I don't marry

That's the seltishness of men,
I woulan’t be as mean for any-
And oh, Kitty, he would not
give me back my letters, and I must

him.
Kitty.
thing.

hinve them.”

“1 should not worry about a few

love-letiers,”

* Kitty, you don't know all, or you

would not say that.”
*Tell me all, then.”

W hat rank, charming manners! What
a figure! 1 wish to everything I hiad a
sister—or something nice—like that girl,
I do wonder who she is!" The next
moment he hnd rung the bell, and pulled
thie bell-rope down.

* Lawks, Mr. Henry, I knew that
wus you a-ringing, which Mr, Archie
never rings thut outrageous way. What
be you wanting, =ir?"

fiope 1 am forgiven.”

“ If I hind a sister, she would have been
honored by the assumption. Since tue
momentary favor I hinve never ceased to
regret my want."

They sat long under the pleasant
shade, and in the evening rode slowly
home togetheér under the July moon,
Before they parted both bad acknowl-
edged to their hearts an interest that

It should be cut from the parent branch
diagnuall{, with a smooth, clean cut
that will bring off & littleof theold bark
as well, in order to make the condition
us favorable as possible lor the formation
of roots.

Have ready a box or pot of rich mold.
With a round, pointed stick, make a
hole several inches deep, and fill it up
with clean sand; insert the end of the

and south, where the agrieultural popu
lation is under the system of co-opera
tive farming, Among thepetty trades
is seldom more than one child per mar

the average is even less than this,
# certain extent the decrease in popu

in the mortality.

men and the well-to-do peasants theve

riage; and in some parts of the uuum{‘y
(4]

lation is kept in check by the decrease

and hovseradish,

. | und served with peurs,
dishes were ended.
Lteacups were
course,

sent round after

f-le then rose to reply. I thought tha

wilh ginger roots, and some fried fish
To follow that came
boilcd fish and clams, the latter cat up,
Rice in teacups
followed, and then a salnd, and the
I'he hot saki and
each
The health of our landlord was
roposed in Japanese, and drunk in saki,

one eayote's voice is capable of nois2
enough to stimulate a whole pack, No
doubt it often happens that when o
goore seem howling in shaill concert,
there is really but o single wolf raining
his quick-repeated and varied eries upon
our unwilling ears. Thesesmall wolves
are justly despised bf’ all Western men;
but the big gray wolves are a different

{ | mutter. However, 1 never saw them

I want to know, Martha, who that
young lady is that left the house twenty
minutes ago.”

“Well may you ask, sir, which to do
shows your good sense. That is Miss
Kate Lealie. sir—Mr, Archie’s cousin—
a very beautiful young iandy, sir, and a
good one, and proud her grandfatber
is ol her.”

“That is all, Martha.”

*Very well, sic.”

When Archic returned he found
Harry Crowther puving the room in
the greatest im!.ml ence. ‘' How long
you have been!" he exclaimed; *‘an

here has been the most beautiful girl
waiting for you; and, by uveryunnF!
she snys she is my sister: and, still
funnier, she did not know that 1 was
her brother."

* What do you mean, Harry?"

“ Just what [ say."

“(Oh, this is too bad! I must ask
Martha about it. She ought not to
permit strangers to comeé into my
rooms.”

*Stop, Arckie; 1have asked Martha,
Her nume was Miss Kate Leslie.”

*My cousin Kate, Now what could
have brought her here this wet dayp"
He thouglt immediately of his inter-
view with Maggie, and of her mu.h:l.;r
about her letiers. *' Poor little girl,”
he said, mentally, ‘' 1 must not punish
her any longer, I will take her her
letters to-morrow. "’

So the next alternoon he put on his
hat and coat, and went to the cabinet
for them. Of course they were not
there. For one moment he was con-
founded ; the next, his mind had in-
gtinctively divined the hnnd that had
robbed him. He wuas very angry with
his cousin Kate, He knew at once it
wns altogether her doing. If Maggic
had ever dared to try, she would linve
sereamed in the sttempt, and betrayed

but once.

While cougars and wolves and coy-
oles, nnd even Mexican burros, are rare
infringers on the saeved privacy of
your slesp, numerous smull deer come
o investigate the curions siranger who
ias stretched himself out in their do-
main. Rattlesnakesare extremely nume
erous over many parts of the yest, an
we used to foar that, with their love of
warmth, they would seek the sheiter
of our bedding to escape the chill of the
night; but I do not know -.f any such -
an unpleasant bed(ellow haviug been
found by any of the autver people.
myself came pretty néar to it, however,
over on Cochetopn creek, in Colorado,
one night, when I unwittingly gpread
my blankets over a small hole in the
ground. 1 snoozed on, unmindful ot
danger, but when I moved my bed in
the morning, out from the hole erawled
& huge rattler, whose doorwa
stopped up all night! He would better
have stayed in, for big John, of Oregon,
caught Nim by the tall and broke his
stupid neck, before he had time to
throw himself into & coll of yvuantage
for the strife.—Scribner,

#lip in this sand to the depth of one or
two inches; be suré to make it firm in
the scil, and the-sand acting as a perco-
lator for moisture, you may keep your-
slip well watered. You can soon see, by |
the swelling of the buds and the drop-
ping off of the old leaves, whether the
slip is indeed taking yoot, but do not at-
tempt to remove it to the place where
you would wish it permanently to re-
main, until it bas put out several sets ol
new leaves.

An ingenious way to raige a sel of slips
has been récommended by Mrs. Loudon,
which we bave tried with unvarying
success. 1v is to take an earthenware
flower pot, gallon-size, and fill it more
than Lislf full of brokea potshreds, peb-
bles, bits of slate or such things; now
set in the middle, on top of these re-
fuse materials, another similar lower

ot, half-pint size, with the hole at its
Eotwln glopped up tightly with & cork
—let its mouth beé eéven with that of Lthe
large, outer one—fill up the interstices
with silver sand or other pure sand,
and set in o row of slips all around, cut
according to the directions given above.
Keep the inner pot full of water all the
time, but donot water the slips directly.
In about six weeks your slips will have
fine roots, and can be potted. A hand-
glass always hastens the process of root-
ing, and enables you to tuke advantage
of the sunshine, but if you are not pro-
vided with one, be careful to keep your
plants in the shade until they show cer-
tuin signs of independence of life.

Roses need very rich soil to bring
them to perfection, thriving best in u
mixture of well-rotted manure, gand and

arden loam, and to stint them of nour-

shiment is indeed poor economy.—
Seribner.

might be n deaver tie than even that of
hrother and sister.

For a few weeks Harry Crowther was
constantly coming with Archie to e¢all
on the Leslies, either for one pretext or
anotber. Than he began to come by
himseif, and to come without any pre-
text at all, It had been long evident to
Archie that Harry and Kate loved each
other very dearly, and st last even the
dim eyes of her grandiather began to
perceive how matters stood.

“ Kitty,” he gaid, one night, after
wnﬂlng patiently through a *‘good-
night" that Jasted an hour and a half—
* Kitty, why does Harry Crowther come
here so often?"

* Becuuse we do not believe in writ-
ing, grandfather. Love-letters once
nearly cost me my life;" and leaning
fondly on her grandfather's neck, Kitty
told him the fauit of which she had
been guilty, and the pain and shame jt
hud caused her,

“ Never pays, Kitty, to do evil that
good may come; the price is too high.”

“ You forgive me, grandfather "

“*“Yes, Kitty, with all my heart.”

‘Harry has forgiven me too. You
see, aiter taking his namein jest, it is
right I make the amend honorable by
taking it in earnest. 8o, grandiather,
if you will let me, I am Ening to be
Mrs, Crowther instead ot Miss Crow-
ther. Muy Harry nsk you to-morrow "

*Yes, he ma’v usk me. He has asked
you, I suppose?™

“Oh, yes,”

“*And we are to have & wedding, and
no love-letters. I never heard of such
a thing.”

“A wedding, and no love-letters,
grandfathier. Love-letters are slow and
old-1ashioned, and very dangerous. We
have adopted visits and telsgraphs in
their place.

he would never have done bowing be-
fore he began to speak. He appenred
to epeak veracv well, and easily.— Harper's
Young Pecple.

"1 have sent SirJolin just--the—same
—letters, word for word. You know I
never was good at composition, and
when Ulara Joyce was here, 1 got her
Lo write me some besutijul love-letters,
She liked doing it, and I thought I
might need them. 1 copied them for
Archie, and they were so clever 1 copied
them also for Sir Juhn. Now, Kitty, if
Archie should slivw Lthese lotiers, as he
said he would, how both of thiem would
Jwugh at me! 1 could not bear it.”

Kunte looked wvery much troubled.
*lndeed, Mm;{;ic. you are right,” she
unswered, ** You must have your let-
ters; and if Avchie will not give you
them, they must be stolen from him;
that is all about it. It would never do
to let him hLold such & power over your
poor little head, and it wounld be worse
after you were married than before it.
\'ou“nre sure that he will not give them

The Czar’s Grandson,

Mrs. Lucy Hooper in one of her Paris
letters says: Sometimes one hears lit-
tle things ebout the Czar "of Russin
which makes one inclined to pardon
Nihilism and to comprehend the dyna

mite plots. The other day I went to
visit & very charming old ludy, who is
an American, and who has lived for
many years in Europe, Whilst turn-
ing over the pages of Ler photograph
album, I came soross the portrait of a
child, & boy of some slx or eight years
of age, so singularly beautiful that my
attention was at once interested, The
little fellow was dressed in a Knicker-
bocker suit of black welvel, with his
fair hair cut Holbein-wise over his
brow, and a loviier or nobler image of
healthful boyhood never gladdened o
parent’s heart. On my making some
exclamation of admiration, my friend
produced several other photographs of
the same child, remarking at the same
time that the picture, so far from ex-
aggerating his besuty, hardly did it
justice. She then told of her meeting
with the boy and his mother in Swit-
zerland.

The child was the son ol the Grand
Duke Alexis of Russia, the mother be-
ing his secretly-wedded wife. By com-
mand of the czar the husband und wife
were separated, and the latter was
forced, not only to consent to a divoree,
but to marry another man. * How
could you consent?” nsked my friend
when the unhapp¥ lady related her
story. The eyes of the speaker filled
with tears and her lips guivered, *'It
was for my son's sake," she whispered,
and then slie said no more, being evi-
dently atil]l not wholly freed from the
toils of the ** glant spider of the North,”
88 Whittier once called the czar in one
ol his fervent lyrics on freedom.

The ** Roll Bengol Tagger."

These are little Johnny's observa-
tions on the ** Roil Bengol Tagger," us
communicated to the San Fracecisco
Argonawt: One time there was o man
who had a tagger, and the tagger it was
a sho, and the man hio tuke the money
for to get in. Toe man he had a big
paper nailed onto the tazger's den, and
the paper it said, the paper did: **The
Rolr !gcnzo‘. Tagger. sometimes eald
the Monerk of the Jungle. Hands of.
No Techin the Tagger!" The monerk
of thejjungle it was always a Iayin’
down with its nose tween its poz, nnd
the folkes wich had pud for to getin
thay was mad oos it wudent woek and
rore like dissent thunder. But the
sho man he satd: * That'sol rite when
I gitthe new cage done, bur this is
the sume cage which the oflle feller
broke outol in Oregon, time he et up
the seventeen wen and their familles.”
Then the folks they would ol stand
back and tock in whispers while the
tagger slep. But one day a feller wich
wis drunk he tuke to punchin the l.ali-
ger with the masthead of his umberi-
ler, wich stampeedcd the oddience
wild, and the wimmen folks thay stud
onto chiairs and hollered like it was s
mouse, but the drunk chap he kep a
jobbiu the monerk of the jungle crewe).
Pretty sune the monverk it bellered
ofMe and riggled, but the feller kep &
pokin like Le was & fireman to & steam
engin. Bhueby thé monnerk it jumped
onto its Line feots and shucked itself
out of its skin and rolled up its sleefs
and spitonto its hands and spoke n
and sed: ** Blame if I o't jest whol-
lip the etuflin’ out o' the garioot wich
has ben n proddin this ere tagger!"
And the oddience thay was uml:hl

*“He sald he never would give them
to me."

“ Perhaps he has burned them.”

* QOh, po, he could never bear to do
that, Why, he idolizes them, Kitty,
Just before he went away he toid
me thit they were laid in rose leaves in
the drawers of his Indian cabinet,”

“Very good. Grandiather sent that
onbinet to the parsonage. 1 dare say it
is exnotly like the one in his room. If
s0, it is likely grandfather’s key will
open the minister's.”

h“ Oh, Kate, you durst not do such a
thing!"

¥ f dare, under the circumstances, Of
two evils one should choose the least.
Anything, nlmost, is better thun giving
& rejected lover such a power over you.
It would be different il it was me.
would defy him, and take the telling in
my own hands,”

* 1 couid not do that.
tease me to death firse,”

“1 kuow, you dear, foolisu little
woman. But soushsil bave your et

Butch Compliments

You wonld never meet a peasant or a
village girl upon the road without hav-
ing & cheeriul *'good day' from them,
and If there were many of sou they
would not only say ** Goedn dag™" inthe
siugular, but they would give you a
complex and plural greeting: **I)
drie,” if you were three; * Dag vier,” it
you were four; that is tosay: * Good
day to the three of you;" “good day 1o
the four of you,” and *'Dag znien,
which means *‘good day together,"” i
mm:ulmif: l’(uix two. smt‘xmi a
roguish there are such in nua
couniry) w{n salute a traveler who I8 |

ing along with a donkey or s dog with

is **Dag gamen,” bul we must nob

rudge people their harmless joke, und
ﬁlll one i8 too inoffensive to vex nny-
w,--’m‘ Of H‘HM-

San Francisco has, within the past
fow years, invested $65,000,000 in mines
by the nssessment process, and from
tuese mines less than 6,000,000 have
Leen received as dividends,

Arclie might

The earrisge-inaker never tives. The
binokemith does thut for him.— Hoston
T ansoripl.

WPt Aot B Tl A woll-known field officer—A kernel

of corn.

[ o | o




