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Eplgrams,
|

A pompous attorney, while trying & cause,
Wan quizeing & witness and looking for flaws,

The witness, who owed him & porsonal grudge,
Provoked him until he appealed to the jndge.
“1 demand, sir,” he cried, with a flery-red
face,
4 A Jittle attention while trying this case,”
“ Your honor,” responded thoe meek little man,
‘'I'm payiug as little as any one can.”
The judge, with & frown,
Looked solemnly down
On the gqunabble, and eaid, from the bench
whore ho st
** We want nothing but silence, and little of
that,"
| 4

Baid young Romeo Butis to Miss Olaribel Cutts,
(As they'stood in a parlor resplendent with
light),
With n wearieome sigh, “Oh, I cannot tell why,
Batsomehow, 1 feol likeo a fool here to-night "
Baid Miss Claribel Ontts to Romeo Butty,
With & pitilees smile that ahe conld not son-
ooal :
"“Yes, your face wonld betray, I am sure, what
you sny,
For you ceriainly look all you say that you
feel.”
m.

** Ob, busband!” eaid Mrs, Ophelin MoMann,

As rhe gazed at bher willful and passionate son,

' Where that boy got his temper, I never could
rEe ;

T'm certuin he never conld take it from me.”

*“No doubt, my dear wife, your assertion s
troe—

I never have missad any temper from yon.”

—Chicago Trilune,

THE STORY OF TWO SINGERS.

e

An Italian vessel had reached the
shores of America. The passengers had
laided, The wealthy had been taken
to their hotels or their friends’ homes in
carriages. The poor folk, who still had
some ocertain destination and some one
to greet and meet, had been led away
under friendly guidance, after many
embraces and much gestienlation, or
had taken cars aud omnibusses for the
purpose of resching their homes and
the welcome that awaited them. Some,

r and forlorn, were wandering vague-

about the Baltery—the prey of emi.
graot boarding-honsekeepers—and one,
poorest and most forlorn of all, sat upon
8 beneh under a great tree and wepl
silently, She was u woman, Bhe war
youog and of the peasant claee. Her
husband bad died upon tne voyage.
Bhe had not a friend in America, and
some thief had stolen her purse from
uander her Eiliﬂw, a8 she slept between
her little children in her berth in the
steerage,

Bhe bad only a great bag, with a few
shabby garments, and these two chil-
dren, and a pair of earrings, which she
might, perhaps, sell for a little bread—
in all the world. As she stared out
npon the water, which had swept away
the body of her dead husband, and
which still covered it, she was very
miserable,

** If it had been the Lord’s will that I
also should be buried in the sea,” she
sobbed, *'I and my children,” And
she bent her head nupon her hands; her
oyes were blinded with tears; she saw
nothing of what was going on just then,

‘ Mother !" cried the eldest child.
! Mother, look. The bad boy hsas car-
ried off our bag."

The poor creatare started to her feet,
Bhe stared wildly about her, A boy was
runviog away at full speed with the bag
of clothes on bis back. Uttering a
soream, she begnan to muo at fall speed,
Peoplo stared at ber, but did not know
why she ran, or understand that the in-
terpretation of ber ery was **stop thief,”
The boy ocutran her very goon; her
breath failed her. Shesaw him turning
s corner of the street, and regardless of
the wagons, cars and ecarriages in her
path, dushed across the road. There
was a cry—a orash ; o policeman strode
out upon the crossing and stopped thé
vebicles, and the body of the Italian
woman was lifted from the ground ; her
black hair fell over her shoulders, her
eyes were fixed, her face pallid, and the
yellow kerchief about her head soaked
in blood, No one knew nn{thing about
her, They earried her to the hospital ;
thence lo the morgue, Afterward she
was buried where they bury paupers,

Whep their mother ran after the thief,
the little girls sat where she had left
them, for awhile; each was playing with
something. To amuse them their
mother had given them her earrings—
two hoops of gold.

They had their own little eara pierced,
but ag yet there were only threads in
them, Their father had promised that,
when he made his fortune, they should
have gold earrings like their mother's,
But their father was buried in the sea,
aud their mother was poor, It did not
seem likely they shounld ever have eny
of those nice things that they had been
promised when they came to America.

owever, children are light hearted, and
thiey were on land again and not stuffed
into the steerage of the crowded ship;
aud they had no doubt that their mother
wonld eateh the boy with the bag. They
played with the earrings and stared at
the pedestrisns and at the carriages,
with no anxieties abount their mother,
nutil they grew hnogry, Then the
youngest to ory,.

'* Mother stays a loug while,” said the
eldest. *‘Let us go sand look for her,
aud teH her we want supper.” And
away they went, hand in hand, esch
clutching her earring

‘The cldest wasu Landsome girl of
eight ; the youngest a little six-year-old
beauty, wonderful to contenplate, They
spoke only Italian, of courre, As they
wandered on looking for their mother,
aud growing more and more frightened
At every step, there came marching up
Broudway o military procession, The
bugles blared, the drums beat, the ban-
nera wived, a crowd of hangers.on
tramped over the sidewalk, h
ren aud boys took no heed of the li‘lflo

le, snd they were at last separated.
eldest was hel lessly pushed for-
ward by the crowd ; the little one, who

Lad ol to the rai restan-
ran w:lnieﬂbnhind. thngs.of » »

“ When the proerssion sud
hnd pansed, ¥ha #8011 but thire, weom

bitterly, **What a beantiful child,”
said many, and one or two spoke to her
but she did not understand, and eonid
not answer them, At last there came
along the street an old Italisn with an

organ on his back; and a monkey perch-
ed npon it. in h'o;{ of the
mreuhnmt and held out his hand to the

“What has hs ed to the pretty
little girl?t Has she lost h 7" he

asked ; and the ohild, glad to hear words
that she could comprehend, told him
her story.

The old man listered kindly.

** Dry your tears, one,” he said.
““We will ind your mother, and mean-
while, yon shall have supper with me
and my monkey, Bee what n fine
monkey, He will shake hands with youn.
Pepa, shake hands with the pretty lit-
tle girl, and bow.”

o monkey put out one brown paw
and took off his velvet cap by the erown
with the other,

His pranks amnsed the child, Bhe
trotied along by the side of the organ-
grinder, and had macaroni with him in
a dismal little room in & terribleold tene-
ment house, Bhe had no doubt that he
could find her mother for her—her
mother and her little sister Franoesca;
for Bianca was six years old, and
at that age we are always hopeful. But
the old man who,after the frugal mpgar
went abont to do what he conld to fnd
the child's mother,soon learned the trath.
He knew Bianoa was the ohild of the
poor woman who had been killed ; and
thoungh he kept the knowledge to him-
self with a dread of mysterions evil,
sonal consequences iar to foreign-
eréa who do not quite understand the
laws of the land—and scarcely to he
wondered at—he Fenmnaly resolved to
tnke care of the little girl, to whom he
did not tell the trnth. Bianca believed
that her mother wonld soon come back
until she forgot her grief ; but the old
man bought a little bit of black ribbon
and snspended to it the solitary earring.

*‘ Never part with it,” he said. “ft
is a"memento of yonr mother, pretty
one,

He had a little poetry in his breast,
a8 most Italians have, thongh he was
ouly & poor organ-grinder,

Every day when he went ont with his
monkey and his organ, he took the
child with him, BShe held the plate,
into which the patrons of this cheap
conoert droEpad eir coin,

After awhile, he tanght her to sing
some little songs. Italian children can
always sing ; and it w.s no loss to him
to have adopted this little creature, for
he pever made hnlf as muech before,
[he child bronght himluck., One day a
w nisician heard her sing, and offered to
teach her to sing better, Her voice was
full and rich. Bhe studied earefully.
She was beantifnl and attractive, As
#lia grew up the old man began to see
that he must no lopger take her into the
street, ‘*Stay ot home, pretty one,”
o said, ‘' Btady at the schoo
hetter fate nwaits yon than to sing be-
fore windowa nng cateh pemnnies in a
plaiter,”

The girl was glad to obey. She work-
ed harder than ever to improve. Bhe
kept the poor place neat ; she cooked
her adopted father's meals and made
her own nbenﬁ garments neatly, Hope
roge high within her, but, alas | misior-
tune was at hand. The old man made
very little, now that his yonng singer
was not with him. Oone day the monkey
was killed by a larger one, who threw it
from the ropes where the two dangled
together—ropes swung from palley-
lines fastened to the windows of the
houses. Poor Pepa was thrown to the
pavement below, and his neck broken,
Bread grew scarce, and the old man,
lumed with rhenmatism, could secarcely
earry hisorgan about ; and, at last, the
hope that had inspired both perished in
un honr, The kind musician died ; the
fres musie lessons were over forever, and
thiey conld never pay for instrunction,

One day Bianca found her father, as
she called him, actoally ill, and their
bhumble means of subsistepce at an end
for the present.

‘“ Forever,” ssid Binuoa to herself,
*'il I eannot earn his bread in his age, as
ke has earned mine in my youth, Surely,
cven my little knowledge of music is of
some avail."

Bitting with her head npon her hands,
ehe remembered the beauntiful youn
prima donna who sang at the opera, an
whoee voice she had heard through the
open window of a certain great hotel.

“*She is said to be charitable,” she
said ; **at least, she would tell a poor
girl if it might be possible for her to
earn her living by her voice; where to
apply; what to do,” And, full of that
ardent trust in human nature which is
rart of yonth, she tied on her poor little
Lat. and made her way throngh the
wretched streets in which she lived to
the great thoronghfare in which stood
the holel which was the prima donna’s
Lhomae.

“Oan 1 see signora?’ she asked
timidly of & servant who snswered her
timid ring,

** Well, it isn't likely, young woman,"
snid the man ; * she's just going out to
ride, Does she know yon "

*“No," said the poor girl ; * but”—

** Oh—begging, or something, I sup-
pose,” said the man, ** No, yon ean't.”

“*Let me be the jndge,” said a soft
vaice ; and a beautiful lady clad in vel-
vet swept toward her, * What have
you to say to me ?" she asked, kindly,
And Bisnca was about to reply when |
the snddenly caught sight of something
pendent from a chain which the lady
wore that struck her dumb. It was an
earring—an boop of gold—the mate to
that about poor Bianca's neck, She re-
membered how her mother had given
one to each of them to quiet them on
that day when she sat desolate npon a
foreign shore. BStrange [ancies filled
her mind. OCould this be Francesca?
If it were, wonld she not des the
poor organ-grinder's adopted o —
an ignorant girl, so shabby that the
servants took her for a A

“ Come along with me, my ohild,”
said the beautiful young lugy. AL
least you are of my country, I know it
by your asccent. We have that tie,
Come,"

Bhe led her to her sumptoons apart-
ment, and olosed the door,

bent her bead, trembling,
“I came fer sometbing eles,” she

enid, but I can only think of one thin
now—that hoop upon your chain, Wha
isit? Wheredid you getit? And you
look—oh | gun look—you are like"'—
Bhe fal and pansed.

*! Thia bit of gold,” snid the lady, ‘is
all I have to remind me of my lost
mother. I weur it for that, And be-
sides—I have been told that it bea
means of—of""— Bhe broke off and
covered her face with her hands, *“Wh;
did yom notice the ring?" she said,
“ Of whom do I remind yon ?"

“ O my mother,” said Bianoa, **My
mother, who on the day of our arrival in
this country, left me with my sister
:g:n the Bnm?. Bhe was killed in the

et, though 1 did not know of it for
ears afterward. An old man—good and
d, but very poor—ocared for me, I
never sAW my matt:r nfsin. Ig:ltno to
see you, Bi as n w one
00 do ggho? voi’ur: and love for
musie, but with little musical edneation,
I heard yon were charitable, but—Oh,
signora, what does it mean? As we sat
on that bench on the Battery, my sister
and I, onr mother gave us each one of
her golden earrings to play with. See !
I have mine yet.”

Bhe drew it from her bosom.

“Your name?'" oried the prima
donua, :

‘' Bianca,"” said the girl,

*I am Francesca ! " oried the other.

8he held out her arms, and the next
moment the two girls sobbed upon each
other's bosom,

Francesca had been adopted by a rich ot

man, who had developed her great tal-
ent by all the means in his power. And
now she herself was winning fame and
fortune, A great joy had come to her in
the restoration of her sister, and she
took her at once and forever to her heart
and home,

And the old Italian, in the comfort of
a Juxurions homwe and the society of his
adopted daughter, who soon followed in
her sister's !ootatage, and became a
great singer, fonnd himsell well repaid
for his kindness to the orphan echild,
and ended his days in peace and happi=
ness,

Flax Calture,

The common flax is a native of Egypt
or ibly the elevated plains of central
ant thongh no donbt a native of
warm climates, the fiber attains its
ereatest fineness and perfection in tem-
perate regions ; the sced being richer in
the tropics, Flax is more extensively
and more euccessfully cultivated in
Belginm thau in any other European
country, particnlarly in East and West
Flanders, in which the most beantiful
flax in Europe is produced, being em.
ployed for the manufscture of the
famons Brussels lace, and sold for this
purpose at §500 to $900 per ton, Im-
mense quantities of an inferior product
are also raised and exported from Rus-
sia, especially from the countries bor-

'y | dering on the Baltie, The cultivation

of flax was introduced into Ireland from
the low countries before the close of the
seventeenth century.
caltivated from—time immemorial a8 a
winter orop in India, but only for its
seal, and not at all for its fiber,

The estimated production of flax in
Ruosein in 1868, was 198,000 tons; in
1869, 800,000 tons, TIn Holland there
were in 1869, 66,272 statute acres under
flax, producing 18,921 tons; in 1870,
60,620 acres, producing 8,918 tous,
In Belginm, there were at the latest
oflieial censns, 142,612 acres nnder flax,
prodocing 29,582 tons. In Prussia, in
1870, throughout the eight old pro-
vinces 846,800 acres under flax, whiﬁa in
Austria there were in 1871, 253,780
neres under flax, producing 44,523 tons,
In Huungary, the yield was 18,150 tons,
The average acreageappropriated to the
growth of flax in France, iz 180,550
statute acres, and sbont 15,000 scres
sre sown with flax in Egypt every year.
The entire prodnce in Ireland has never
exceeded 64,606 tons (1864), and it has
sunk as low as 12,029 tons (in 1871).
The acreage under flax in Ireland in
1864, was 301,693 ; in 1808, 206,448, and
in 1871, 156,883, The moreage under
flax; however, is not always an aceurate
gnide to the produnce, since in 1871,
156,883 acres produced only 13,612 tons
of flax, while in 1872, 122 003 acres pro-
dnced 18,920 tons, In 1872 there were
14,011 ncres under flax in England,
eighty-foar in Wales, and 1,262 in Beot-
innd, TIn 1870 the United Btates pro-
doced 18,667 tons of flax, of which
qunntity the State of Ohio alone raised
8,940 tons, Thirty-two #tates produce
flax in large or small gnantities,

Words of mmiom.

He who is hasty fishes in an empty
pond,

He who knows himsell bhest esteems
himeelf least,

Applause is the spur of noble minds,
the end and aim of weak ones,

Innate rndeness, in srito of restraint,
will betray itself by awkwardness,

The secret plensure of a genzrous
nct in the great mind's great bribe,

To give good accounts of your com-
petitors inspires the belief in your own
prosperity.

Experience teaches us indnlgence ;
the wisest man is he who donbts his own
judgment with regard to the motives
which actuate his fellow-men,

Our eyesight is the most exquisite of
our senses, yet it does not serve us to
(liscern wisdom ; if it did, what a glow
of love wonld she kindle within us,

Troe love is eternal, infinite, and
always like itsell, It is equal and pure,
without violent demonstrations; it is
eeen with white bairs, and is slways
young in the heart,

Sin first is pleasing, then it grows
easy, then delightful, then frequent,
then habitual, then confirmed ; then the
man is impenitent, then he is obstinate
thea he is reuolv«.i never to repent, nnci
then he is rnined.

A beggar knocked at the door,snd
unexpeotedly, the head of the family
opened it. ** Young man,” said the
latter, ** I came here twenty years age
with two shillings, and vuhad"dilhen
for a living, and now look at me." And

“ Now, let me know what you came | he threw his chest out and beamed,
lor'-..houiﬂ. uah..n lied the “‘can yon
Bianca has & ot of

direot me body W
alakes b s)ean V"

A Co-mm'n Faneral,

When a Congressman dies at Wash-
ington while as is in session, it
ia onstomary to hold the faneral services
ab the capitol, as in the recent inatances
of the late Represenistives Hartridge
and Bohleicher, To give our readers
an idea of the manner in which this im-
pressive emm::r is conduoted, we
append the followin

desori of the
socene connected w1

Mr. Bohleicher's
funeral : ]

The government in all its brancl
leginlative, judicial and executive, me
in the hall of the House at 12 o'clook.
The House met and adjourned, and the
Benate soon af receiving the
formal message of the House, adjourned
too.

The Houss met at 8 o'clock. The
Speaker, with white sash over his shoul-
der, fastened l‘z,ly a rosette of black and
white, took his seat before thronged
desks and filled seats, and gave a single
rap with his gavel. The swinging doors
were pushed o A tall, whits-headed
man walked in, so often the head of this

roceesion, and behind him, two and
wo, came the Benate, the sergeant-at-

arms, French, leading, a rosette of black
and white for mt&hlo reason

on his shonider, The door-keeper turn-
ed, ** Mr, Bpeaker,” he shouted, as n
may must to be heard one hnnared feet:

The Speaker arose, ** The Henate of
the United Btates,” said Field, as the
head of the procession passed abreast

m,

“The Henate of the United States,"
said the 8 er, like an echo, and his
Lhammer fell with a single sharp tap as
the pansing processiogmoved on.
House arose, and, thegtgh its s
ranke, the Senate pised
Before those seats in
were the green chairs get (8
right of the Speaker for the T8
diciary and the federal executive, “ oue
cesnively there csme the same siml;:e
apnouncement : ‘‘Mr, Speaker, the
Bupreme Court of the United Btates;"
and ** Mr, Bpeaker, the President of tho
United Btates ; " and each time the gavel
fell the House and Senate arose ; and
first, a fll: of men in silk gowns, rust-
line somewhat, and then another of men
in overcoats, just from out doors, step-
ped to their seats,

There was no snnonncement at the
next appronch, The doors were held
back, and the doork r advanced and
twrned and walked before the pall-
bearers, with long white scarfs, Behind
them men walked with a heavy burden,
flower-covered, and behind them the
dead mau's delegation, the associates of
his official life. The great andience
rose, The coffin was slowly lowered,
The mourners and the pall bearers sat
in the gents left them. The gavel fell,

The erowded ronks sat in, and the
eha|‘n)lain of the Honse, rising in the high
marble desk, began : *‘1 am the resur-
rection and the life,” Briefly the
chaplain went from to passage
of the mimple service, There was sn

impressiveness in tha bold absence of
music, in the gavel u;tho mace behind
bim, the nolsﬁoktbu'm'l_ cils of the
official rtars below, was, never-
theleas, tgo Senate and Honse af Rep-
resentatives in joint session assembled.
It was all soon over, No word was eaid,
Men stepped forward and raised the
cofin. Behind it the guests of the
House followed in the order they had
entered—the President and the cabinet,
the Supreme Conrt, and the Senate.
The House adjourned. The public
funeral was over,

Hat Polsoning,

An ““Old Hatter " writes to the New-
ark (N. J,) Advertiser :  In your paper
of the 29th ult,, there was an article
headed ** How Hattera are Poisoned.”
The men are afflicted with a nervons
shaking of the hands and arms, nd
sometimes of the lead; and I have
known instances where the teeth counld
be picked out with the fingers, In
many casee they are unable to get a cup
to their lips withont help, The afilie-
tion is called * The Shakes,” and, ns
stated, is charged to the *‘ carrot " used
on the far, It is made by saturating
nitricacid with quicksilver,to one part of
which an eighth of water 18 used to wet
the fur on the skins, and when dry a
bot iron is passed over them, which
gives the fur a yellow tinge called yel-
low carrot. This has been used ever
since hat bodies have been made of fur,
and until of late withont any bad ef-
fects, and in some of the large factories
the men are not tronbled. I believe
the workmen on fancy colors are exempt
from them, although the same carrot
is nused—only the ironing is omitted and
is called white carrot. But I snspeoct
the black color has much to do with the
tronble, The salts of copper are all

ison, end they sbound in the dust
rom the hats; especially in badly-ven-
filated rooms, which are where the
““ghakes” are found to prevail in the
winter and disappesr as the weather
will permit of free ventilation in the
spring. .

The writer has worked at the busi-
ness many years in the largest factories,

being in the least affected by it, and
feels satisfled that some other cause
must be at the, bottom of the tronble,
The furs are now nearly all prepared in
Europe, and some other chemicals may
be used, but I think not. I find in
Ure's Dictionary of the Arts the same
formuls, The use of carrot on the fur
is to muke its felt close and firm, which
raw stock will not do. I would suggest
to the doctor to see if arsenic may not
be the canse, Examine the verdigrit
used for it,

Nearly all the hats worn in the United

Btatea made in Newark, Orsnge,
smounting to many millions of dollars
yearly, mplaéngkthon-ndl of men
ew Yo beﬁ:ﬁ the great

center of distribution for

tr’.

@ in the ancient of Prague
ith walls so thick wint?ht,dirt as to be

Danbury, . Norwalk and ookline,
and women, N

the coun-

There is a remarkable Jewish syna-

absolutely black. A local h'ldigc.ll Bays

has made the carrot and used it without | ¥

TIMELY TOPICS.

The heretofore-rogarded -worthless
aage barrens of Nevada are fonnd to be
excellent pasturage for Oashmere goats,
A lin&l‘g herder, near Oarson, has a flock
of 8,000,

Tbe proportion of soldiers who can
read and write in the several armies of
Enrope is as follows: Germany, 985 in
1,000; Bweden, 930; England, 860; Hol-
Iand, 750; Belgium, : France, 685;
Portugal, 406; Spain, 490; Austria, 460;
Italy, 450; Rusma, 116; Tarkey, 75,

An Iowa paper re
H. Jones, of Linocoln township, IlL,
performed the feat of husking 128 bush-
ela and sixty-five pounds of com in
eleven hours and a qnarter, The corn
was husked, weighed and eribbed in the
above-stated time, A Rock Island man
claims to have husked 125 bushels in
eleven hours and a half, but it was

g at.

rte that William

It will sound s bit fanny when the
forty-nine Dakotas take their meats in
the chapel of Hampton institute, near
Norfolk, Va,, to hear the *' Faculty-
man "' eall out behind his s 1 * Man-
That-Looks-Around, Frank Yellow-Bird,
Laughing Face, Man . That- Hoots, One-
Who-Comes-Flying, Lizzie Bpider and
Walking Olond.” The government will
pay the institute $167 apiece for one
year's instruction,

During the year 1878 [forty-eight
rican railroads, with a mileage of
miles and an invested capital of
R1,000, were sold or passed into
8 of receivers, the totals for

8 being 132 roads, 11,623
$728,468,000 of capital.
bal poriod one-gseventh of the total
mileaflg and considerably more than one-
seventh of the total capital investment
have pasged throngh the final stage of
bankraptey,

Indiseriminate kissing does not gen-
erally bave the very best results, as
some ol America’s sensational court
records go to show. The physicians of
the late Princess Alice have serious
charges against kissiug. They have in-
vestiga the cause of the gjeculinr
virnlence of the diphtherin which at-
tacked her family with such fatal resnl
and have that the rapid sp
of the infection was entirely due to im-
prudent kissing. A child with a sore
throat onght not to be permitted to kiss
any of its companions,

The proceedings of the brigands in
Macedonia are such as to create 1n some
distriots a panioc among the inhabitants,
At Monastir the alarm, it is stated, hau
reached such a Eiteh even in the town
itsell that the shops are all closed, and
everybody keeps within doors from an
honr bafore sunset, The number of ont-

laws and brigands, who are the terror of
the eonntry side,is eatimated at not fewer
thau 1,000. They spread far and near

over the district, and not a single place
is free from their depredations, ‘&mle
villages have been bronght to rniu by
their levies of ransom money, and they
ooeasionally commit atrocions crimes,

Skating on Artificial Iee.

The whole interior of Gilmore's gar-
den is to be floored, Besides the lumber
50,000 izet of iron pipe have been carried
into the garden. These are to be grid-
ironed across the whole floor and filled
with a freezing mixture, Then the floor
will be flooded and the whole surface
transformed into a glassy sheet of ice
for skating.

Mr, T. L, Rankin, who for wmany
years has been making ice artifieially at
the South, has the enterprise in charge,
The large steam engine, now in the
building, will pump the freezing mixz-
ture from a tauk 250 feet long, now
building under the north gallery., The
plan is to cover the wooden floor with a
water proof material or tarpanlin which
may be readily taken nf. UFan this
the pipes will be laid, Iece, pipes and

aulin moy easily be removed at any
time, leaving a ball-room floor soon
dried by steam, Professor Gampgea's
rink of artifieial ice in London meassured
14223 feet., The ice lake in Gilmore's
will have a surface area of over 10,000
feet. The first cost will be large, but
Mr. Rankin thinks the cost of mainte-
nance will be little, The garden will
be warmed as it is now, and so rapid
is the ocopgelation from the use of the
freezing mixture, that one of the features
of the exhibition will probably be the
spraying or flooding of the surface esch
evening and the freezing of the water
in twenly minutes, The plan is to
throw the garden open daily for all who
may wish to skate, reserving seats for
suc{l a8 may wish to look on, Frank
Swift has been engaged to attend daily
and give lessons in skating, and he and
others will give exhibitions of their
skill, It is intended also to make a
“ speeding track " nine feet wide on the
resent course, on which long-distance
skaters may show their speed and en-
durance, Before Mr. Vanderbilt wonld
consent to this new enterprise Le insist.
ed upon a trial experiment, A tank
thirty-two feet long was built, in which
the pipes were placed. By foraing the
freezing mixture through them with a
hand - pump water was turned to
dry ice inside of ten minutes, and when
@ fresh snrface was asked for two buck-
etfuls of water thrown upon the ice
became dry, hard ice in the same num.
ber of minutes, During the holiday
week this pond was meinfained, and so
well satisfied was Mr. Vanderbilt with
the test that arrangements were at once
made with Mr. Rankiun for the nse of his
:gﬂlinncu. Mr, Rankin says the lake

be ready for use three days after the
1ﬂﬁ«:ﬁr is laid, Next m:mu;':"tarum r, Rankin

remove & portion i to
Coney island and establish Plﬁgg &
skating rink, while another section will
do duty at Long Branch,—New York
World,

When Johnny was questioned as to
Why his engagement with Miss H. had
:’ee:;‘d broken :f.; be oréﬂleddhh eyes,
O ve m pin an md
WOR! she ftarmed onl s dscetver’
But he forgot to mention that he was

thottludmvhoushhnd torned
ol

CLAY ON CROWS.

Cnsslus M. Clny Halses ITis Voloe In Bohaif
of the Birde—What Keepn From Us the
Piaguea of Egypr.

Cassing M. Olay writes to the Rich-
mond Register as follows : I was pain-
ed to see in your journal lately an mc-
count of the slaughtering of the erows,
without protest,
Nature seems to have provided for
the greatest sum of animal life, First
vegetablea, then inseots, and then high-
er animals, man standing at the apex,
All insectivorons birds are the allies of
man; without birds the human race
wonld have a hard stroggle for exist-
ence, and would perhaps be exterminat-
ed. Over all the world the great
breeders of famine—tke locusta and
grmhoppm—m ruinous only where
irds eannot exist,
The swarms of locusts, which the
Bible tells infested Egypt, exist yet,
and will exist until trees shall be
planted or cansed to grow in all places
where grows ; then the
birds will have come and destroyed
the loensts. Bo the same law pre-
wails in ioterior Afriea and in
the United States, All along the
Platte river for hundreds of miles,
wherever I eaw a few trees and shrubs
there were hawks hovering over to
nnce down upon and destroy the
irds, The prairie chickens are de-
stroyed by man, and between those two !
allies the birds are lost and the locusts
spread rnin; every green thing is eaten,
and men t'fy for life to other lands or
perieh |
The phylloxera in France, a small in-
sech, has inflicted, by the ruin of the
vine, more loss than the German war|
In early years our Btate was full of
woodpeckers and kindred birds, They
ate some apples and other frait; our
fathers destroyed them. Then our veg-
etables were fine and perfect; after the
birds have been killed we are overrun
with insects; perfect fruit and vegeta-
bles are now almost unknown,
I believe that the quails or par
tridges, thongh gramnivorons, also de-
stroy many insects, Whilst all our
other birds feed mostly upon insects,
every bird has his special habitat.
The swallows, several species in Ken-
tucky, feed on the Win%; the owls upon
the tips of trees and leayes—pinching
off insects, often unseen by the natural
eye. The wren and sparrow are ver
active feeders near and npon the ground,
When the peas are sown I have observ-
ed the sparrows following the lines and
icking np the pea bugs as they emerge
rom the ground. There ure many birds
which peck the rose bush and grape-
vines, All the woodpecker and sap-
sucker tribe eat bugs and not sap,
For many years [ have kept a box
pailed to a tree near my library windew;
1feed about a quart of crumbs an
hominy a day, Last winter I connted
fourteen varieties eating them, among
olhers, the beautiful red-birds, which,
thongh naturally shy, have become
almost as tame a8 the sparrows. I had
rather a sportsman wonld shoot down
aud off a pig than one of these
beauntiful songsters |

And now with this preface I come to
the crows, For long yeara I have
censed my early war upon the crews,
They are eminently insectivorons, The
erow, when the weather is very cold,
will eat the eyes of weak, prostrate
lambs, other birds’ eggs and young;
fake corn from the ground when itis
first sprouted, and follow avd eat the
soft, half-digested corn from fed ocattle
in the fields, But for all this they
should never be killed. In meany lands
the bnzzard, as a seavenger, is protested
by law, The erow is also & most aotive
scavenger, but, as I said, is mostly in-
sectivorous, 1 dissected young crows
in the nest, and never found a seed or
grain of corn. I found bugs, beetles
aud, above all, caterpillars, This morn-
ing, all over my bluegrass pasture, the
mereury atan ab twenty-eight de-
grees Fahrenheit, and a thin erust of
frozen earth and a fine snow existing,
there were thonsands of erows feeding,
They were eating grass and the eggs of
grassbhoppers,
In France the government pays a
%nce for the gathering of these eggs,

ere the crows do the work much more
effectively for nothing. I have in my
life seen whole meadows stripped of
blade and seed by hoppers. Who
can say that the crows do not keep us
from famine! The announcement by
your paper of the destrnetion of the
crows struck me with the same sensibil-
ity as if one had boasted that he had
dried up all the wellsacd all the springs
of the county! Bhould I srouse the
State to pass efficient laws for the pro-
tection of crows sund other birds, I
will have done more for my country
than all the politicians and warriors so
justly made illustrions.

A Chinese Review,

A Chinese review has jugt been wit-
nessed and desoribed by a correspondent
of the SBhanghae Courier, The men,
clad in uniforms of red and blue, were

rapged in two ranks, every tenth man
helding a bright scarlet , while a
sergeant in the middle gave the time to

the advance by waving a huge crimson
standard. At the sonnd of a horn, which
resembled the humming of & gigantie
bee, the battalion prepared to receive

cavalry, Ont & soldier brandish-
ing & pike, which he poked at an
im assailant, then uttarinia
shriek an owl, he flonrished his
shield, turned & somersanlt, and trip-
pingly retired to the ranks, When
everybody had po ont, brandished

and poked his pike, shrieked like an
owl, thrown a somersanlé, and retired,
the big horn hummed once more, the
soldiers formed in uare, and one of

them danced vely but anW’
forward, th.rpwgu?g on’t his right leg 'ig

a graceful jerk; them bounding back
ward he again dancel foaward, this
time thro out his left, Then he

Items of Interest.

The ustional game—Turkey. ,
An unpleasant boy— A plomber's
“BilL" )
A useful Loy — A congressman’s
“ Frank."

Hush-money — The money paid &
babg’s nurse.

Miners' wages are among the things
that are made in vein,

More horses are lamed from bad shoe-
ing than from all other causes together,
In six years in Italy there have been
15,082 homicides and 14,668 arresta
therefor,

The olose of the day is too light a
garment for this cold weatber,—New
York Star,

Gold is atill found in quartz in Oali-
fornia, All yon need is to have some.
body to pint it ont,

The OChinese use orange flowers to
soent their tea, also rose leaves, jaa-
mine, and the blossom of the sweet
plom tree,

In the office of the department of the
interior at Washington, there are nine-
ty-six clocks, 667 spittoons and 511
washstands,

In this sge of pedestrisn fever the
most fashionable performevces wonld
appear to be walking away with other
people’s money,

The residents of New York oity con-
tributed during the last fiecal year, to
benevolent institutions in private gifts,
over $2,000,000,

The Esquimanx are afraid to die on a
windy day, leat their souls shounld be
blown away, They believe in the actual
resurrection of the body.

A Milwankee asttonomer says the
earth is lop-sided. Thia is dounbtless
becanse of the nnusnal size and weight
of the Milwankee man’s ears.

WESTERN EDITORIAL.
We do not belong to onr patrons:
Our paper is wholly onr owa.
Whosver may like it may takait.
Who don’t may just let it alone,
A bankrupt was condoled with the
other day for his embarrasement, *“Ob,
1'm not embarrassed at all,” said he;
“it's my creditoras that are embarrase-
ed. "

Corner loafers

the New Orleans
Picayune propoees to utilize by la-
beling them with the names of the
streets they infest, for the convenience
of strangers,

Skating is & very healthful exercise,
It not only puts in play all the museclea
of the legs and arms, but it oreates
lumps for future phrenologista to feel
of and report on.

Au official return shows that the num-
ber of condemnstions for crimes in
Prussia was, in 1873, 11,602 ; in 1874,
12,844 ; in 1875, 12,126 ;in 1876, 18,197
and in 1877, 14 849,

There isn’t much difference in spell
ing ‘*hero” and *'zero,” but yon see
how wide the difference is when yom
discover that your ears are ready to
drop off on the slightest provoeation,

A eailor ou board a vessel in the har-
bor of Zante having been struck
lightning, there was found on his
breast the number 44, being an exact
copy of the same flgures on a part of
the ship’s rigging.

““What's your occupation ?"” asked a
vigitor at the capitol in Washington of
a bright boy whom he met in the corri-
dor. The boy happened to be & pa%l:)m
the House, ‘“1I'm runoning [for .
grees,” was the reply.

Jennie June says girls should® be-
tanght to help themselves. Wa sat op-
posite to a delicate, blue-eyed, spirit-
uelle creature of sixteen, at the board-
ing-honse table, and eaw her help her-
self to a plate of sonp, a sirloin steak, a
chicken’s wing and dmmstick, two
baked potatoes, three plates of corn,
two pickles, four hot ro..s, a dish of
maocaroni, a quarter of a mince pie, &
wedge of apple pudding, with sance,
and two dishes of vanilla ice cream.
They do help themselves,—Rockiand
Courier.

Dumas as a Duellist.

One night at the theater of 8 n Carlo,
Naples, Dumeas the elder (the celebrat-
ed French novelist), fonnd himself chat-
ting familiarly with a stranger wbo,
when the play was ov'r, said to him
potronizingly :

“ T have greatly enjoyed your conver-
sation, sir, and hope to see more of you,
If ever you visit Pariscall on me, 1
am Alexander Dumas,"

“The deuce you are! Soam Il re-
lied the wnovelist, with a roar of
nghter,

By the way, Dumas left Naples under

inr eircumstances,

One fine mom.ing he printed an arti-
cle in which he hsndled the Italian
people in & manner more vigorous than
courteons,

At eight o'clock the paper came out ;
by ten Dumas received tbirty chal-
lenges ; by noon, sixty. At one », M. he
called a meeting of toe 120 friends of
his challengers, and said nuto them :

‘ Gentlemen, I leave Naples to-night,
and therefore have not time to fight all
your principals singly. Nevertheless I
am aoxions to give them all the satisfao-
tion that is in my power, eo as I have
the choice of weapons J proposs fight-
ing with pistols ; your sixty principals
will be collected into a group, and on re-
ceiving the word fire a volley at me and
I'll blaze away into the crowd,"

The proposition was not accepted,

‘“Pith and Polnt,”

don't some venturous barber of
&r}sbt stripe open & shop at the North

How strange it is that a plain, blunt
::tnh. usually makes very pointed re-

Ioe cream will bé cheap next summer
if the milkmen are willing and the cows

n l!l;.“mm hadn't free use of alfl'
our owner would more tham
likely forfeit the stakes,

A mail-carrier’s
wile's scolding ;




