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The Poor Viddler's Ode

Te NEE OLD VIDDLYE,

Torm,

UVpprean'd, 1 Ill‘lm:m :
Bad,

Had,
Three-quarters mad;
Maney gone,
Cradit none ;
Dnna st door,
Hall » soore ;
Wife in lain,
Twine agaln ;

Nurse s railing,
Bllly & hooping,
Also poor  Joe,
With festered tos.
Coma then, my fiddle,

Come, my olden, time.worn (rlend,
With joyous, swslling, brilliant sounds,
Some eweet, though teansfent. solace lend.

lshed neck 1 clasp In elose smbrace,
ifln Pestacy of foy Allumes my face,
When Syver thy strings [ deaw my bow
My drooping spirits heavenward rise ;
< lively sirman I touch, snd lo!
1 veom to motint above the skies,
Thers on Fanoy's wing 1 soar,
Kegardioss of all the duns at door;

Oblivions all! 1 feel my Wors no mors
But ekip o%r the  atrings,
As Wy  old  Addle sings
* Cheerlly, merrily gol

Presto ! - “good masler,
You wvery well know
I will find musie
I yvou will find bow,
From E to Alt, te G helow."
Fatigued, I pause to change the tima

For some Adagio, olemn and enblime.
With gracefnl netion moves the sinuons arm |
My heart, responsive to the soothing cherm,
Throbs equally ; whilst every healih-corroding care
Lioa prostrate, vanquished by the soft mellifinons aie
Moro plaintive grown; my eyes with tears o'erflow,
Aund patience mild,soon sinoothes my wrinkled brow
Reedy hautboy can eqneck, walllng finte can squsll
The serpeut make grunt and the trombone may baw
But my Poll,* mar old fiddle's,the privee of them sll,
Conld e'en h en return !h_r praise to rehieare,
Hin ode to Cecilin wonld' poem rogged seren,
Wow to thy case, in flannesl warm to le,
Till ealled to please thy maater by,
*Apollo.

SHOOTING FOR LIFE:

A COBBACK'S ADVENTURE IN BOKHARA.

When the Turkomans eaptured me on
the Byr-Daria (said Oaptain Kosta-
renko, handing me a tumbler of tea and
lemon-juice, with the air of a man who
knew that I wonld need some refresh-
ment before his story ended), they car.
ried me south and sold me at Khiva,
But I didn't stay there lomg—for in
Qentral Asin a elave changes hands as
often as a horse does among ns—and
belore I had time to see more of Khiva
than that it was a little cobweb of dirty
streeta, with a big palace in the middle
and a mud wall ten feet high all round
it, I found myself handed over to a mer-
chant from Bokhara, who was just start-
ing home again across the Kizil-Konm
(BRed Band) desert.

I was a strapping young fellow in
those days, and could manage a horse or
a saber with mf man, oreover, 1
knew the native language well, which
was a rare thing with a Russian in those
days; so my pew master counted upon
getting a good price for me in Bokhara,
and took all possible care of me on the

road,

I needn't tell yon sbout the desert
journey, for you've seen it all for your-
self—the thirst, and the scorshing, and
the hot, prickly sand, and the prayer at
sunset, and the halts beside the wells,
snd the eamels strang ont in single file,
nose and tail together, But we had one
adventure on the way that was to have
consequences which 1 little dreamed of,

There were three or four Afghans in
our company, all noted marksmen, who
one day amused themselves by having a
shooting matoh, I gnt leave to join
them, and beat the whole lot, to the
great delight of my master, who had
ket high on me, and the amazement
of the men themselves, I heard one of
them whisper to another, ** This will be
news for Seid Ali, if he is still in Bok-
barn;" but I thonght nothing of it at
the tima.

The evening that we reached Bokhara,
after we bad got ourselves settled in one
of the great caravansaries, the four
Afghans and I sat down at the door to
have a game of ** pasha wunzeeres” 1
described it once to an Kpglishman, and
he told me that they have a game some-
thing like it, called *‘forfeits,” which
they play at Rojdestvo (Christmas), It's
Ellyad with dice, and Las fonr throws,

of which are called shah (king),
wuzeer (vizier) and ghornmeaug (rob-
ber). The fourth (fermer) counts for
nothing. When any two Elayem have
thrown king and vizier, the first who
throws robber, is seized by the vizier,
who lends bim up to the king, suying,
“I've caught a robber,” The kiug asks,
“What has he doue?" and the vizier
snswers, ‘* He's stolen his sister’s trons-
era“"cr. ““He's pulled a horse's feathers
off,"” or some snch nonsense, Then the
king orders him to stand on his head, or
throw down his turban snd pick it up
with his teeth, or anything efm he may
think of ; and so the game goes on till
every one has had his turn,

‘ailo we were playing, a tall, band.
some man in a rich dress, who looked
like a Persian, came swaggering by,
Just as he got close to ns, I happened to
throw *‘ robber,"

One of the Afghans gave the others a
look, ns much as fo say: * Now you'll
sea some fun!"” and, catehing hold of
me, called]out: ‘‘I've caught a rob.
ber."”

** What has he done, then ?"

*‘ He has shown himself a better shot
than Beid Ali,” aoswered the other, at
the top of his voiece,

The Persian's face grew black as
night, and with one stride hLe was
among us, looking nt me as if he could
eat me raw,

**Are you he who can shoot better
than I ean, then ? They have taken you
foo soon from your mother, child ; you
are no match for a man|"

““Men fight with weapons ; women
M"Pmia.na with their tongues, Try

me,

Like lightning the fellow whipred
out a plltgl. and let fly at me, I apgfn.g
aside just in time; but he was drawing
hi.ugc::d pistol, when my master, see-

what was going on, came rushin

he were n:uul.g hing up
“ Help, brothers |" he yelled; **this
slave is a present for Hazret (his majes-
ty). Let no one dare to harm him 9"

“What is all this?' ssked p sh
voiee; and the erowd came a

thin, hatahed face tellow, 80 grand.
Iy- that I made sure he must be

{ | Tarkomans; fat, lumpy Sarts, and lean,

arp | mneh like the other

body got ont ol his way aa if he had
boeen & bger, Ilearned afterward that
he was the captain of the palace guard,
SBhahrookh Khan.

My master told his story, snd the
Afghaus, om being questioned, gave the
whole history of the shooting-match in
which I had beaten them. Atthe men-
tion of that, I thought 1 saw Bhah-
rookht'ifm bri ihtm;; as if ::ﬂhld oome
upon the very thing he wanted.

* This is & matter for the ameer (king)
to decide," said he. ‘' Lot the Oorooss
(Russian) be kept here to-night; to-1
morrow he shall be sent for.”

Sure enough, the first thing next
ornin{. three men made their appear-
ance at the door of the room into which
I had been put. The foremost (who
worea rioch robe of flowered silk) had
round his forehead the yellow band
which was the badge of the ameer’s
makhroms (confidential servants); the
cther two appeared to be soldiers.

“ Follow us, Oorooss,” said the makh-
ram; ** his majeaty calls you."

Away we went, right throngh the
heart of the city. It seemed much
Inrger and mora populous than Khiva;
and after the gilence and loneliness of
the desert, all this erowd and bustle—
porters, fruit sellers, traders, camels and
wagons with seven foot wheels—fairly
made my head go round, Every race of
Asin, from the east to the west, seemed
to be gathered there. Ballow, narrow-
eyed Tartars, with (Le Jdust of the desert
still npon them; tall, gaunt, hook-nosed

high-cheeked Persians; squat, gn:me-
| like Bashkira, who had almost the look
of bears on hind legs; yellow-faced
Chinamen, with long pig-tails, and
shaggy, monkey-like Dhouwanas, in
huge fnr bonnets; slender, graceful
Hindoos, wearing silver rings on their
wrists and ankles; portly Khokandese
merchants nhd filthy Kirghiz pilgrims;
ekinny Kashgarirs, with huge bat-like
ears projecting from under their little
sauncer-sha caps; and tall, stately
Afghans, in white frooks and green
sashes, stuck all over with pistols and
daegers like the wall of an armory.

Atthe corner of one of the principal
streeta there seemed to be somethin
special going on, for such & crowd ha
cnl]ecteﬁ there that the street was gnite
blocked up. But the makhram flourish-
ed his saber-tipped rod, shonting,
“ Make way for the servants of the
king!" and the soldiers let fall their
musket-butts on the toes of the people,
or prodded them behind with their
bayonets, so that there was a way open-
ed for us in no time, And when we got
into the middle of the throng, what
should I see but two men shaking a lot
of human heads out of a sack, just like
so many polatoes—a sight which | saw
often enongh in after days, but which
rather took me ahack innt then. The
makhram, seeing that I looked puzzled,
tindly explainell to me that it was one of
the smeer's pleasant habits, whenever
wmy town or village offended him, to
levy upon it a tribute of so many heads,
wnd that if the man who collected them
hsppened to be short in his reckon-
ng, off went his own head to make
watters slraight—which must have
greatly enconraged the popular study of
writhmetice.

A little farther on we beard a terrific
yelling and screeching, proceeding ap-
parently from a group of native soldiers,
i the midst of which lay a men flal on
his back, with a buge fat fellow seated
aross-legged on his chiest like a night -
mare, by way of keeping him cowfort-
able, while two sturdy Bokbariotes were
laying on to the soles of his feet with
whips with all their might and main,
But the best of the whole affeir was that
the fellow who was being flogged never
uttered a sonnd, while the two who were
flogging him sereamed and howled like
demons incarnate—to save him the
trouble, perhaps, of doing it himself,
Ho he got bis five-and-twenty whacks,
and was cast off ; when instantly up
jnmped two more soldiers, and whacked
the first two (for not hitting bard
enongh, I suppose) ; and then a corpn-
lent old officer, who had been looking
on with a pleasant emile, waddled n
and gravely boxed their ears all ronud,
g if he had been giving them his bless-
ing, after which the coogregation dis-
persed,

At last we came to a steep hill, and as
wa ascended it, I began to see overhead,
us well a3 the clouds of dust wonld let
me (for walking through the streets of
an Asiatic town when the wind's blow-
ing is quite as bad as mesting a simoon
in the desert), a huge fortress-like
bnilding, s-mething after the style of
| our governor-general’s place at Oren-

burg, which, with its painted parapets,
| and many colored towers, and great
| white battlements, made quite n grand

‘ thow in the bright morning sunsh ne,

The makhram fold me that this was the
| nmeer's palace, and that they were
| going to take me before him at onee ;
| but when I ventured to ask what hLe
| wanted with me, the Bokhariote only |

shook his head in a way that wasn't at
| all encouraging. It was curious to see,

a8 we neared the entrance, how silent
' ull three of them became, and how the
| swagger with which they had marched
| through the town changed to a cantions
| timid step, like some one approaching
‘ the lair of a wild beast, from which fact

I conld pretty well guess what this
1 worthy ameer must be like,

Just outside the great gate stood fifty
| or sixty cannon (mostly brass twelve-
pounders), all in & row—Ilike Napoleon's
gunsin the Kremlin at Moscow. I no-
ticed one that was made of iron and
gilver bands, turn abont: and the
makhram told me it had been taken at
the capture of Khoksnd, ten years
before,

Two soldiers were standing at the
gate as we entered ; and I saw one of
them point to me and draw his hand
aeross his th‘rout,_ and the other nodded,
which didn't raise my spirits much, I
cAn ABSNLS yOu,

Inside, all was deadly still ; and the
loneliness of that great wide with
its grim_silence, us if the whole place
were holding its breath before some-
thing dreadful, struck colder upon me
than anything yet. However, I hadn't
much time to k of it, for the next
moment I was led thron
way into the inner

1
for the nrbni(lolﬁl‘:;{of the palace

skin olr. and at their head was
E:nhrm h Khan, with Seid Ali beside

m,
I had just time to notice a stone
oony on the further side, with a ourta.)
ol yellow silk before it, when tha onf|
tain was sudddenly drawn back, and

this is what I saw :

Beated cross-] on a pile of
enshions was a short [at man, with a
broad, heavy face, withont a of
life in it exoept itsa small, restless )
eyes, He wore a long blue rdhe and

pointed red oap, and his breast was
covered with medals. 1 saw the
makhram bow to the earth, and then 1
knew that this dumpy little fellow was
the ameer himself, who was going to de-
cide whether I shonld live or die.

*t I this the man 7" ssked the ameer,
Hin voice was low and rather pleasant;
but, every time he spoke, one ride of
his face twitched as if jerked with a
string,

“ Your majesty has eaid it," answered
Bhahrookh Khan,

The ameer looked bard at me fora
moment, and then clapped his hands
twice, inntnn!ly a door flew open in
the wall, and ont eame & tall, gaunt,
hideons-looking bisck man, wearing
nothing but a pair of white cotton draw-
ers, spiashed with blood, and earrying a
huge broad-bladed knife, just like a
butcher’s chopper,

Then I thonght all over, and I settled
my face as firmly as I could, that the
unbelievers might not think me afraid.
But I fanoy it was only done to try me;
for the ameer, after watohing me for a
moment to see how I took it, waved the
headsman back with his hand, and said
to tllze makhram, ‘Make proclama-
tion |"

The makhram raised his arms, and
shouted thrice ** Ooshar 1" (attend) and
then went on:

*This is the command of Nasr’ Ullah
Khan Bahadoor, the t ameer of
Bokhara: Heid Ali and the Oorooss
shall shoot three times at a mark in his
majesty's presence, and he who is beaten
shall be beheaded on the spot. May his
majesty live a hundred and twenty
years |"

This was more than the Persian had
bargained for, and when he saw that in-
stead of getting me knocked on the head,
it was my life or his own, he looked no
happier than a wolf in a trap. However,
there was no drawing back now, and he
ha’il'gnst to tgake tha]i':tal“ of it, "

ey pnt down a @ square e

in nneycgmer, to show where we m!d
stand,and then they brought us a couple
of long Afghan rifles, with about a dozen
eartridges each. In the midst of a dead
silence, with nll those conntless eyes
watching us curionsly, we loaded our
pieces, and stood ready.

All this while there was no sign of a
target ; bnt suddenly Shahrookh Kahn
came forward with a emall round shield
(just big enough to cover s man's
breast), with a polished stone in the
middle,
in the corner opposite ours, abont three
foet apart, and passing a light rod
through the strap of the shield, rested
the two ends on their shonlders, This
was to be our mark—a target with living
snpporters, who might be killed or not,
just as it happened, . )

At asign from the mmeer, Beid Ali
stood forth, and aimed so long and care-
{ally, that I saw he waun't quite sure of
winning. At last he let iy, There was
n dull thud, sod the shield rocked
violently, His ball had gone tbrongh
it pretty near the center, but withont
tonchiog the stone,

The smeer nodded, and I stepped for-
ward in tarn.

I knew that, with my own life for the
stake, I should be the shakier the long-
ér I waited, so I fired the moment I got
my aim fair o thesparkle of the cantral
stone. There was a sharp orash, and a
shower of sparks seemed to fly up from
the shield. Ihad split the stone |

We loaded and fired again, The
Persian did better this time, but he was
still wide of the center. I went wide of
it, too, bnt I managed to graze the ring
that had held the central stone, and that
wna still & good inch nearer than he

was,

Just then Icaught sight of the ameer's
face, and a grewsome sight it was, It
bad flushed purple, and the great thick
lips were drmawn back, showing his
sharp white fangs, like the teeth of a
mad dog; and his cruel black eyes
looked at Beid Ali, as il they could see
the knife already at his throat. I saw
the same look on his face many a time
afterward, bnt it never seemed half so
hideous as it did then,

And when I looked at Seid Ali, his
proud handsome face seemed to have
grown pinched and ghastly all of a sud-
den, as if death were clutohing it with
unseen fingers. It was pitifal to see
him trying to steady his hand for the
final shot, knowing that it was his last
chance of life; but at last his gun went
off almost at random, and the bnllet
struck full on the breast of one of the
target bearers, who dropped dead with-
out a ory.

The ameer waved his hand and
another soldier nmjiﬁd_ forward, pushed
away the corpse with his foot, and laid
the end of the rod upon his own shonl-
der. The moment the target was
straight again, I fired, and went right
into the center.

The echo of the shot was still ringing
when the headman’s knife flash and
fell, and Seid Ali's head rolled on the
pavement, blotting the smooth white
stones with its blood, ;

“Een kari Fadmln.h hast (It is the
king's doing)!" oried the executioner,
holding up the head by ite long black

The soldiers, with one voice, repeat-
ed, It is the king's doing.” .

Ad the smeer himself rubbed his
great fat hands (for seeing people killed
always put him in good humor) and said
to me, * It‘i:'tho “]l'ld;‘r ‘Alhh’ ~—henoce-
forth t soldier, !
oml:d h:::nm n;t{lﬂlled the old saying,
* He who sets s trap for his neighbor
may get caught himself,”"—David Ker,
in Spirit of the Times,

——
A meddlesome old -woman WiS Sneer-

fome great man, especially as every.

nard dra in
Skt ide-of 1 e - ookt
leather trousers, and high black sheep-

Then he stationed two soldiers | P

TIMELY TOPICS.
Spain is of more Actount ih this world

than is

together witli“. @ colonies, 2,500 dis-
tinotions of all kinds at the Paris exhi-
bition, while E her colonies
took 2,455, -

A oconsignment of 970 sheep from
Enntnek;,i‘:dd to be the finest ever
raised in this conntry brtruﬁht eight
othe moarhet resel “.h’:‘ b the Bos.

tta market whereat the "
:n Cultivator mdin-: ““ How ia that,
Northern farmers

Philip&nl writes to the London TYmes
that he finds a horse's shoes will by de-
grees (he being worked lightly at first)
wear down till a stratnm of the hoof is
resched at whick he ran perfectly well
be worked withont shoes—in fact, goes
better without them.,

In January, 1871, a French gunner
was struck by a fisgment of a Prussian
shell which cari’ed away his jaw, nose
and both eyes, The surgeons have at
last devised for him & metallic mask,
with eyes, a false nose and an artifeial
jaw that permita him to masticate his
} Tl?: woman he was engaged to
when the war breke ont married him,

Willie Williamas was taken from the
poorhonse in Detroit, Mich,, when he
was a little boy, and made a drudgein a
physician’s family. He was psent to
school, where ha frequently complained
of hard work at home, insufficient food,
and severe punishment, A few days ago
he went to market with five dollars to
make some purchases, He returned
with the change two dollars short, and
said, on being questioned, that he had
spent the missing money for a pistol
with which to shoot hipself. The phy-
sician tried to take the weapon away
from him, but he ran into another room,
locked the door and committed sucide,

English photographers avoid the strain
on the sitter's eyes, which usually re-
eults in a ghastly stare, by l:tavini| a
olock-face as the point to which they
are directed, the eyes being allowed to
travel slowly from the figure XII, elil
round. The rota movement of the
eveball in adapting itself, step by step,
to the fignres npon so small a circle at
such a distanes, is so excesrively fine a8
to canse no interference with the pho-
tographic process, The eyes are excel-
lently well defined, even to the irie, and
the pictares have a marked superiority
over those previously taken in the man-
ver in whieﬂ the details of the eyes are
reproduced. The sitters have expressed
themselves as not having bad any strain
upon their eyes,

The latest expluit of thre San Fraucis-
co reporter is the alleged exposurs of a
rocess for manufacturing hens' eggs
from deleterions materials, Accoriing
to the narrative the albumen is imitated
by o mixtnre of sulphur, earbon and
fatty matter obtained me the slanghter
honses and rendered sticky with mueci-
lage. The yelk is made of blood, phos-
phate of lime, magunesin, muriate of am-
monis, oleie and margarie acids spd
colored with chrome yellow, The shells
are shaped by a blow-pipe from a maes
of gypsum, plaster of Paris, carbonaie
of lime and oxide of iron. After the
shells are blown the albnmen is forced
in through a hole in the small end and
sticks to the sides; then the yelk is
added, and after being covered with
more of the albumen mixture the hole
ia sealed with cement, the complete egg
is rnbbed pretty smooth and laid aside
for packing, It is nsserted that many
barrels of these eggs have been shipped
eastward for consumption,

Buried Treasnre Brought to Light.

There has been considerable excite-
ment among the residents of Rossville,
Htaten island, over the fortune of
Christopher Meister, a German market-
gardener, living on the Lake farm on
Lake island, near the sound shore, Mr,
Meister and his son, while diﬁging a
pit to bury turnips, in a sandy spot
near the shore, strmck a large stone
three feet below the surface, pon re-
moving the stone they discovered an
old-fashioned iron pot, of about a
peck's capacity, filled with what appear-
ed to be large copper coins. They at
once removed the pot to the house, and
after cleaning a [ew coins, which were
black with age, found them to be Span-
ish silver dollars, some of them bearing
date 1748, The farm occupied by Mr,
Meister was owned and occupied by the
Lake family before and during the
revolutionary war, It seems probable
that the treasurgfound by Mr., Meister
was hidden wh ound by some of the
Lake family during one of the raids
made by tories on the island. About
five years ago s nnmber of gold and
gilver coins were dug up in the garden
of ex-Sheriff Negnant at Rossville, and
still later a box full of Bpanish dubloons
was found on the farm of Mr, Jrospean
near the old Methodist Episcopal
Righiy elated ver his good fosvans, Ao

e over B
mgged making further explorations,
believing that there is more buried
treasnre in the vicinity,—New York
Tribune,

¢ Graphicalities,”
I'm dl.ﬁdut when I Bing Bipg, — State

Mr., John Frost is the aunthor o
“B“umulm.n

In France there are regular schools
for the of d One teacher
mmm -~

Ten men declars that they could refuse

To put their fee in Bayard Taylors shors

Does Fall River have its i
the spring f—aacinnaam .Satm-ga:
Night. Bommer near there, probably,

The oame] 18 & paragrapher of the
bas such & funn

supposed. It took, |y

Heredltary Effeots of Drink.

Dr, Willard Parker, referring to_the
hereditary sffect of drink, ssid to a New
urk reporter: * OI all agents, altohol
in the most nt in establishing hered-
ity that exhibita itself in the destruetion
of mind and body, Tt tranemits an ap-
petite for strong drink to the children,
and these are likely to have that form
of drunkennese which may be termed
paroxysmal; that is, they will go for a
conniderable period withont any indul-
gence, until at last all barriers of self-
control give way. The drunkard by in
heritance is a more helpless slave than
hia progenitor, and the children he
begets are more helpless atill, Heredi-
tary effects of drink are shown in insani-
ty, idioey, epilepsy and other affections
of the brain and nervons syste=, Prit-
chard and uirol, two t anthori-
ties on the eubject, attribnte one-half
of the cases of insanity in Eungland to
the use of aleohol, and the same is prob-
ably true in this conntry, One-half of
the idiots are of drunken parentage. I
have been acquainted with several men,
baving brilliant and cultivated minds,
who inherited the vice, and they have
stated to me that there were times when
the impnlse to drink strong lignor was
irresistible, and that nothing had power
to dissuade them from yielding to it
An ipstance of how a mother, accus-
tomed to the use of alcohol, influences
her offspring, may be related from my
own experience. A merchant in good
circnmstances came to me for medieal
advice. He was in the habit of getting
intoxicated every night before retiring.
His mother also drank habitually, and
died of paralysie. He had two brothers
and three sisters, The oldest brother
died a paroxyemal drunkard, My patient
wad always in a state of mental discom-
fort and was suspicions and jealous to
the most nnreasonable degree. The
third brother and child died a drunkard,
and the fourth ohild, a sister, was an
inmate of a lunatic asylum. The filth
child was intolerable on account of her
eccentricity, The sixth ohild, also a
woman, died of consumption. Thesecond
son, wy Qatient, married 8 woman of
fine physical and mental organization.
They had two sons; the elder was asso-
cinted with his father in business, and
was an energetie man, but very excitable,
and although not an habitnal drunkard,
was  slave to his other animal appstite
The other child was in reality a moral
idiot, Here, in spite of the restraining
influence of the fine mental and physical
organization of the mother, we see the
effects of aleohol eropping ont in the
third generalion, We do not slways
see the worst effects of the hereditary
inflnence of alcohol, because of the fre-
quent mingling of good blood with that
which is tainted. From my own obrer-
vatioos and the teuﬂmoni of others, I am
led to the conclusion that by far the
lmfer share of mental disense, poverty
and erime is the direct heritage of aleo-
hol. It is also the cause of a great share
of our bodily disease, and is shortening
the nverage duration of life, Robbins,
in a work on sanitary science, says that
tbe average duration of life in this city
in 1810 was between twenty-six and
twenty-seven years, Since then it has
decrensed nntil the average age does not
now exceed fifteen years, If we reduced
the death rate to wgat it was fifty years
ago there would be a saving of more
than 11,000 lives every year. Our city
onght to be one of the healthiest in the
world, A eareful examination will al-
waoys reveal the fact that indunlgence in
aleoholie beverages and the death rate
08 well us the increase in mental an
nervons diseases, have a relative propor-
tion, Of course there are other de-
generalive eanses, but they go back to
intemperance n8 the primary one,”

Fires,

There is just now what writers who
wieh to be flne wounld eall *an epi-
demic ™ of conflagrations. Reports of
firce reach us from all parts of the conn-
{ry, When the * devouring element,”
which is another approved phrase, de-
stroys a city, the acconnts are long and
impressive, and the statement of dam-
ages, in figures, startling; yet the ag-
gregate of loss by isolated fires during
the last few days is very large, footing,
in ot a large number cases taken col-
lectively,not less than 100,000, Causes
in many of these cases are not given;
but there is one eanse, carclessness,
which, for want of a better, may be
safely assigned, Now and then mention
is made of a '* defective flne,” which is
carelessness in the concrete, It wonld
be very easy to preach about prudence
aud caution, but the best warning is to
be found in the facts. The present hard
weather paturally leads to the employ-
ment of a higher temperature {n

warming buildings of sall kinds which
require to be warmed; and the
result is greater danger and more

frequent burnings, Very few houses
get anything like a careful inspection at
the beginning of winter, so that flues
which are defective remain so, and heat-
ing apparatus which is dangerous is not
made safe, as it might easily be at small
@ There are men of such pru-
denee that their houses are not likely to
take fire from any fault of their own;
but they are not many, The world will
go on trusting to good luck until the
tinal conflagration; but protest against
such infataation will not be in vain, if
here cr there it shall save & home ora
life.—New York Tribune,

Domestic Rights on the Rail.

When one of the trains from New
York reached this city the other day, an
old gentleman got nup and started for
the rear end of the car, He had gone
but a few steps before the old lady who
bad been sitting with him rose up with
her hands full of knitting work and fol-
lowed him down the a
extended,
mﬂn that the old lady had

er of yarn in his poocket, hen
t.;:rgot up be turned sround several times
ore starting, sud in so doing had
wonnd the yarn around him so that the
R fhat it Rt s hes bs e
rop her or see yarn
broken. Bhe said not & word, buta
mu noticing what was going on
op and gently taking the un.
conscious old gentleman by the ear,
around so he saw what he
was saved, By

Abont Languages.
The following interesting extraots are
from s sermon preath by Roev,
Joneph Wild in Brooklyn nand pnblished
in the New Yok Champion :
A British post haa presented in pne-
try the specia] features of several of the
European languages, whioh we give :
“ Qreek's & harp wo love to hear |
Latin is & trumpel alear ;

Bpanish like an ewells |
lt‘:.llm rings ita bridal bells ,
Fran many a frolio mien,
T :{m' sprightly violin ;

an ;

Loud the Gorman I',;'.l'lll his drum

When Rassia's olashing cymbals come ;

Bat Britain's sons may well rejoios,

For English is the human voice.”
There are eight languages in the
bounds of Christinn ocivilization that
may be accounted powerful, becanse
they nre the tongnes of vigorons peo+
ple ; they are (he Boglith, Rusaian,
(Gierman, French, Spanish, Italian, Por-
tugnese and Seandinavian, Buat of these
all are indigenons, except the English,
8o that they die if t.mnYlmkd. Lock
at this conutry and behold whut & ceme-
tery itisfor languages. Once the French
l:u{ strong hold and promieed to abide
here ; bat it is now nearly gone, even
from the State of Louisiana and Cana-
da, the lnst places of retreat,
If we take note of the population ac-
cording to these several Ianguages, we
shall see the prophetic future of the Eng-
lish, Tt is spoken by about ninety mil-
lions, Russian seventy-five, German fifty-
six, French forty, Spanich thirty-eight,
Italian twenty-mine, Portuguese fonr-
teen and Beandinavian nine, Within the
control of the governments of these
languages we find England to have
rmle over 255,000,000 people, who
do not, as et, spesk English,
and we find that the other seven
have only seventy-five millions out-
side of lﬁemselveu; here is an im-
ortant difference, If we look at them
y territorial Jimits, leaving out Russia,
we find the English langnage to own
12,382,086 uqﬁuum miles, Germany 449,-
684, French 571,578, Bpanish 4,604,811,
Italian 114,466, Portnguess 4,028,311,
and Beandinavian 1,808,830, The ag-
gregate number of square miles pos-
seased by these six langueges, is 11,167,-
620, which altogether, yon see, own
1,215,066 miles square less than the
English. This ance itsell is more
than Germsny, France and Spain put
together, The English language is di-
vided only into two governments, but
the other six are divided into twenty-
gix, * * * In one hundred years
from now the English language will be
lipoken by a thousand million people.
Thus we need no stretch of fancy to see
that what the prophet speaks of in the
text will be accomplished in due time,
This language will soon be nniversal;
by common consent it will become the
language of the world, All the changes
guing on among nations forecast its
ubiquity, China, by au imperial de-
eree, has just added fo her langnage 700
Eoglish words. Her sons by the thoun-
sand are with us, and by the thounsand
they are learning our mother tongue,
The Japanese, till a few years ago, car-
ried on their foreign coriespondence
through the Datch, but now they have
chapged to the English. Besides, in the
50,000 schools in Japan English is being
tanght,

When the Sultan Dies.

“'Searcely has the sultan drawn his
Inst breath,” says a recently published
work, *“when his wives, Lis favorites,
in short, all the women whose power is
now st an end, are Jdesired to be ‘off’
within four-and-twenty honrs. This
chinnge of scene is a veritable rout, It
may rather be compared to s ship-
wreck, when each passenger tries to la

hold of some means of safety, by whie

she may float on the surface, and may
be prevented from sinking into the
deep where all are forgotten—that is
to say, the depth of the old seraglio,
Thither are transferred those of the
kadines and favorites whom their
sterility had already condemned. Those
wlho are mothers alone are allotted the
protection of the imperial palace, for
reasons of state make it unudvisable that
they should be removed from the su-
perintendence of the heir of the empire,
As to the other ladies, they must dizap-
pear with their slaves and female at
tendants, althongh, perhaps, there may
be some among the Iatter who, thenks
to fresh patropage, find the meaps of
lodging themselves in the little female
courts which are formed upon the old
ones, The old seraglio, situated st the
extreme end of the palace, is a ead and
lugnbriouns building, a very tomb, where
buman beings are buried alive, Im-
agine a medieval castle, with its lofty
crenelated walls and its narrow windows
the whole surronnded by a thick and
dark mass of ancient cypresses; one

FOR THE FAIR SEX.
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Fuanfilon Notes.

Oream color is a favorite shade for
evetilng glovee,

The neweet chatelaine bags are of
senlskin, with silver monntings.

The favorite flower this season is the
rose ; fine flowers nre out of fashion.
Haundkerchiefs with colored embroider-
ed cdges are converted into ** breakfast
tien,”

Btylish conta are made of wool da-
masse with vest and enffs of silk mate-
lasse.

New chatelaina pockets are of black
morooco, inlaid with red gold, Belt
buckles are made to mateh. '

A yellow ganze dress trimmed with
knots of blue and red was recently made
in Paris and promounced perfectly
sweet.

Conch shell chains of roses and medal-
lions, with amphorse and scarabeesi pen-
dauts, are used this season, and are in
high favor.

Bome of the late imported costumes
are remarkable for their plainness, being
made without flounce or ruffle of any
description,

New white undressed kid gloves are
trimmed with three rows of inch-wide
Valenciennes inserfion and a knife-
plaited frill of Jace.

Among the new fashions for house-
hold affairs is the one of having table-
cloths and napkins with colored borders,
embroidered by hand or with the color
woven into the goods,

There is a fancy for putting fans of
plaited satin (about as deep as the fan
carried in the hand) at intervals aronnd
the foot instead of a flounce. 1t is con-
sidered especially stylish to have the
rich fabrie of the overskirt reach from
the belt to the foot, where it is fringed,
and these fans are then inserted, either
in the seams or perhaps in the middle
of the breadths as well,

Fur-lined and fur-trimmed wraps will
be fashionable, Sealskin sacks will
tike the lead in fur garments, These
garments are cut longer than formarly
worn, and are trimmed with a band of
black martin, chinchills, or silver-point-
ed otter fur, Muffs are emaller and boas
are worn flat, Of course, all rich furs
will be worn, but sealskin is the fon fur
for the winter of 1878-79,

News and Notes for Women.
Worth uses thousands of yards of
Breton lace daily.

A woman may wear anything ske
pleases nowadays, except a one-button
glove,

A French lady never varies the flower
that she wesrs for a button-hole bon-
quet,

The Japanese ladies
the theater, change th
tween each act.

During the Iast century the head-
dress of a fashionable lady added three
feet to her stature,
Among the favors given ata ** Ger-
man "’ recontly in New York, were gold
scarf pins for gentlemen and i)angies for
Indies,
Avoid the extremes of fashion. To
dress np to its entire demand is to sub-
mit to a condition of perpetual self-
burlesque,
Owners of pearl jewelry should be
careful to keep it from exposure to
greasy eurfaces, as contact aF this kind
destroys ita luster,
A medical writer informs ladies that
by a too active use of their fous they
caeok perspiration and produee cutane-
ons diseases,
A London magistrate lately declared
the ontside pockets on ladies' dresses to
be an inducement to thieves. He pro-
nounced them to be a foolish and im-.
Fmaer fashion, nor did he pity any one
or losses thus incurred.
A beautiful Englich woman was walk-
ing in the Rnle dela Pﬁ'h‘heg a Frfnch
n eatly anno; er ertina-
Eiol::}: y g;gginyg her {nd glnrig pst, her.
Bhe turued upon him and said:
¢ Really, I have not a soun to give you."

when attending
eir dresses be-

A Look into Yesuvius,

Mrs, General Collis, who has been
traveling in Eunrope for the last seven
months, and whose graphic letters have
been read with general interest, writing
from Italy, desoribes her wvisit to the
erupting crater of Vesuvius as follows:
“1 pushed to the very mouth of the
crater—yes, and looked down right into
the yawning abyss. Unlike Bir Charles
Ooldstream, I did see something in it,
and heard it, too, Never shall I forget
those awful moments, From deep down
in the very heart of the mouatain—how

may then perhaps form a correct idea of
the retreat which, as iu a prison, con-
floes the fallen goddesses of the harem.
Beyond the apartments destined to the
ladies, the old seraglio also contains a
number of bnildings, among which may
be reckoned the imperial treasury, the
library, the mosque, which contains
such relics as the standard of the
prophet, his beard, ete, There itis,
under the shadow ol these religious
souvenirs, that the poor abandoned
beasuties of a former Ottoman court
have to submit to the most severe se-
clusion, Their goings in and out are
confined to what are strictly necessary,
and their relations with the world striot-
ly watched, Buch are the suspicions
of their new sovereign, which cause
them, donbtless, to regret the uncertain
affection of their defunct husband. Poor
souls, thus placed between the jealousy
of the dead and the living | But reasous
of state cannot listen to diotates of
the heart. Each sultan looks upon
himself as the sible guardian of
the honor of his predecessors, and in this
capacity he is bound to take eare that the
widows of these princes(or whatever their
title may be) should be subject to strict
and watchful supervision, This seclu-
sion, however, is not for life, and with
time the jailer shows himseli more com-

severity of his wateh, The in
coufined have

tem
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far beneath me I cannot say—came n
rmmbling of distant thunder, followed
by more rapid and sharp detonating
sounds, like the explosion of firearms,
then a flash, a peal of thunder, and
presently it belched forth dense elouds
of smoke, mscending to an incredible
height, followed by a discharge of fiery-
red bowlders, small stones, streams of
molten lava anl scarlet flame., The in-
terior of the crater seemed lined with
layers of pure sulphur of a beautiful
yellow tint, made more intense by con-
traet with the immense body of black
lava by which I was surronndad. Deep
down into the crater seemed a sea of
smoldering fire. It is extraordinary
how little we realize the danger of an
adventure like this uatil it is over. Had
I Jearned before I started of the sad fate
which six years ago befell a similar

of uﬂom I might bave hesitated. It
wad 1872 that a party of twenty stu-
dents from Naples ascended the moun-
tain duoring an eruption. They 1tood
upon the brink of the crater, when sud-
denly they were enveloped in a eloud of
sul nmnmokannduuin‘guprojaamu, . <
E:ﬁ t of them (some say lgperi.uh

and I believe only two of their bodie
were ever recovered. The descent was
pleasant enough; in fact the sensation
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