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“sBattle *with Life.”

Bear thee np bravely,
Strong heart and troe ;

Meet thy woor gravely,
Strive with them too!

Lt them not win from thee
Tears of regret,

Huel were & sin from thee,
Haope for good yet !

Itouse then from drooping,
Care-laden soul
Mournfully stooping

'Neath grief’s control !
' Far o'er the gloom that lies,
Shrouding the earth,
ht from eternal ekies
Show s thy worlh,

Narve thee yet stronger,
Resoluto mind !

Lot caro 1o longer
Heavily bind,

1tise on thy esgle wings
CGHlorionely flee !

Till from material things
Pure thou shialt be,

Bear ye up b‘ravel;
Bonl and mind too !
Droop not so gravely
Bold hesrt and true
Clest rays of streaming light
Bhine through the gloom,
God's love is benming bright
E'en round the tomb,

DANDY FERGUSON.

THE HERO OF THE CHAPARAL BHAPFT,

1 do not believe that Quasimodo was
a more pitiably deformed creature, or
Quilp a more hidednsly unnatoral look-
ing object, than was Dandy Ferguson
when I eaw him for the first time, that
oalm summer afternoon, laughing and
joking with erowd of boon companions
in the cool shade of an awning at Quartz
Mountain, His face was seamed and
distorted by peculiarly glossy soars—
the ineradicable evidence of close and
long contoet with that shriveling ele-
ment, fire. His body was bent, and he
walked with a sidling movement. He
was & sickening spectacle at first sight,
suggesting fesrful auﬂ'arinﬁ in the past,
and my curiosity in regard to him was
th roughly aroused.

““Who 18 that man ?” I asked, soccost-
iug a tall, blue-shirted miner who was
ttunding in front of the post-office.

D't yon know him?” answered
the mau; *“*why, that's Dandy Ferguson.
1 thought ev'rybody knew Dandy Fer-
guson, "

"Why do yout eall him Dandy Fer-
guson 7"

“Because—well, becanse he used to
be n dandy—a reguler out-au'-ont sport,
When Dandy Ferguson first came to
this camp he was a gilt-edged gentle-
man, an’ no mistake. He wore a plug,
an' flashed a spark in his biled shirt-
front as big as a peanut. He put on

more aira'n A mine superintendent, an”

most all the boys was down on him from
thestart. That was about three years
ngo, an’ he came up here from the Bay
to git a whiff o’ fresh air, an’ malke na-
ture an’ the pines give him back what
he'd lost spreein’ 'ronnd with them stock
sharps amr_mung bloods o' "Frisco, No,
he don’t “look like he was more'n half
human, that's a fact; bt I'd rather
have them scars o' his than wear tl.e
alothes of the richest man in Qaliforny
—thet is, ef I'd gone through what Le
Las an' euffered what he did, Prond of
'em | Mister, thar a'n’t & man in this
eér country—no, Sir, nor in this yer
State—as is prouder'n Dandy Ferguson
ul what other men mght grieve over an'
% #zh ubout, an’ no man's got a better
vight to be prond, either, When he
fust came to Quartz Mountain he nsed to
parade the streets with his nose cocked
up—so ; be'd hydraulic himself with
vatohonly an' smell-water till yon
conldn'’t git within a mile of him,

* He was a delicate-looking cuss, an’
Lis hiands were as soft as a barber's, The
boys used to bet that if big Bridget Bul-
livnp—our washerwoman—was(to take it
iuto her hend to jump him, she'd knock
spots out o' him in short order. Thet
was onr opinion of him when he gluyed
his small cards in this yer eamp—but he
#howed down both bowers an' the ace
Vefore he qnit the game, yon bet yer
life, D'ye see thet quartz mill over thar
on the side hill? Thet's the Chaparal
Mine, ye know, an’ it's thar thet Dandy
Ferguson showed us what sand was, One
night, about a month after Ferguson got
here, somebody out there yelled * Fire I'
au' the comp turned ont, The h'istin'
works was in a light blaze, an’ the flames
shootin' Ligh up in the dark: We all
rushed to the spot like a pack o' mad
animals—yon know how a fire stirs men
up an’ excites "'em. Of course, nobody
knowed what to do, an' for a minnte we
all stood round lookiu' at the fire creep-
in’ long the eaves, an’ the burning shin-
glea droppin' down the shalt, Purly
goon some oue says: ‘What ' kinder
sharp an' flerce like, Then there was a
little movement in the erowd, an’ a man
with a face as pale an fleath sprang away
from the mouth of the sbaft yellin’ fran.
tic: * Water! Water ! For the love o'
(iod, turn on the water—the nig ht shift's
in the lower drift.," There was an’awful
agony in thet man’s voice; he bad jist
remembered thet his brother was down
there, an’ thet the fire under the biler of
the engine was banked, thet the cage
was too heavy to work by hand, an’ the
timbers in the shaft piteh pine, an’ dry
a8 & bone with great sparks droppin’
down like flakes in a snow storm, You've
heard how fast a man thinks in times of
dsnger, Jim Bloeum thonght of his
brother, the dry timbers, the engine, the
eage, an’ water, all in a second, but that
was all, He didn’t hev time to think of
the fuct thet thar wasn’t & bar'l of water
within a mile of the mine. Somebody
ruched to the tank—ther was about a
tubful there, Ths fire was playin’ round
the biler, an’' the engiveer hed turned
the safety cocks to let thet out. We all
ruabed ev'ry whick way yellin' fur ropes,
ladders, anything—as ef ladder could
reach down about two hundred feet to
where the men was. They were clean
gone with excitement, av’ didn't know
what to do, en' the fire roarin’ and erack-
lin' like the devil's own blaze,

“*Bome rushed one way an’ some
another, while some of them stood
starin’ into the hot, black smoke an’
waller flre, dezed, rcared, helpless,
Qaicker'n it takes me to ge]l it 4 aan

jnmr:d throhigh the door of the histin
works an' oaught hold of the chains,
Hin cont an’ hat wan gone, an’ he looked
like an angel—almost—ns be swangover
the shaft in hia white frilled shirt an’
his long yallar hair. Tt was dandy Fer-
n, dida't wait for nobody, but
amed a big scantlin' thet two men
couldn't nlifted, down over the sliafi.
Then ho yelled fur a rope, ant' told some
near the door to fetoh him the ol' win'
Inss {het was Iyin’ outside, near the dum-
my. You hever gee men work like they
diias soon as ther was a head, The
rope an' the win'lass was brought into
the works on the jump an’ fastened to
the scantlin’, Down went the rope and

Ferguson shonting after it, ¢ I'm here,
boyx, an' I stay till I roast.’ Then Le
m-ab‘aed the erank, an’ spun the rope

round the bar'l faster'n it ever was
rolled before, He used one hand first,
an’ when she tightened he laid the other
on, Bi Holden wanted to help him but
he wouldn't hev no interference, *Time
enough,' saya Ferguson, * when I drop.’
It wasn't long before a half-naked body
came up, ey got the rope off as
rﬁtie.k as they conld, draggin' Harry
iller ont of the works more dend'n
alive, tremblin’ like nleaf., They thought
at the time thet he was rcared at the
danger he'd been in an’ didn't notice
how much exhausted he was; but they
fonud ont afterwards thet he'd played it
down in thet shaft as mean as one man
can play it on another at sich a time,
Yon see there was five of 'em in the
lower drift, an' when the burnin' tim-
bers of the npper works began to drop
down they alrmnde a rush for the main
shaft. The cage was on an’ they conldn't
get ount till a rope came down. They
conld eee a flicker of light up above, an’
yelled till they was hoarse watchin' thet
glimmer growin' brighter ev'ry minute,
au' knowin' thet the shattin’ timber'd
blnze mighty soon an’ ent off all hope of
their ever gittin® ont, It was a terrible
thought an you ean't blame Bill Blocum
for grabbin’ the rope as soom ns it
dropped down to 'em, Miller
jnmped 'long side of him, yellin'—

‘ *Let go, darn ye,let go | They ean't
lift two of us,' ‘Liet go verself,’ shouts
slocum, turnin' round on him like a
tiger.

“ ‘My old mother's up there," yelled
Slocum, pointin' up the shaft.

My wife's waitin' fur me,” howls
Miller,

“An, with thet he knccks Blocnm
down in the drift an'goes up the rope
band over band before the others could
stop him—they'd killed him on the spot
el he hedn't climbed the rope as he did.
Served him right? Kerreot, mister,
they'd sarved him mighty well right an’
no mistake, bnt he beat thet game,
He'd jist strength enough to tie the
slack "round Lis waist w'en he give way
all at once an' hung to the end of
the rope like dead weight, an'
Dandy Ferguson a haulin' him out o'
death, Down went the rope agin, an’
Slocum was tied on an’ hauled up, Fer.
gnson workin® the win'lass like a giant,
The cords stood out on his peck like
bluck-snnke whips, an' the sweat ponred
off of him like a sluice stream. Two
Cornishmen stood by him tryin’ to make
Lim let them roll np the rope while Le
rested, but he cussed "em and told 'em
to dry np; he snid Le was at the wheel,
an' he'd stay there of he died fur it
W'en Blocum came up, the fire was all
around an' over the win'lass, an' the two
Cornishmen grabbed Bill an’ ecarried
him out—they conldn’t stan' the heat,
Ferguson seut down the rope agin, an’
up come Sam Hildreth, with jist strength
enough to make for the door,

““The roof over the biler and the pitch
on the door-posts was smokin’, Jest as
thie rope went down fur the fourth time,
an’ we loafin’ round on the outside
watchin®' Dandy Ferguson standin’ there
like a man at the stake, expectin’ every
winnte to see him drop, an” not a man
of us with gumption enough to think
what was wanted, n woman rushes into
the flery furnace an’ slings a wet blanket
over the bravest, gamest man in the
Btate o' Californy.

' *Thet's the ticket,” shonta Ferguson,
‘Yon're a {rump, whoever you are, my
girl, an' I won't furget ye, live or die.’

“‘An' he didn't. It wasSam Hildreth's
sister Maggie, an’' w'en she came out o
the smoke an’ flame with her dress in a
blaze, she calls out sharp to the men.

‘““‘Keep thet blavket wet. There's
water in the tank. I'll marry the fust
man thet throws a bucket of water over
Dandy Ferguson—I'll marry him ef he's
a Chinaman,’

“Them's her identie !l words, mister,
The men didn't need no'further orders,
‘eanre Maggie Hildreth was the han'-
somest girl in the conntry, an' the best,
an' hed ev'ry ymmg| buck fur miles
aroun' eclose at her heels all the time,
handicappin® each other for smiles, But
her brother SBam saved her from them
galoots—saved her for a better man, by
wetting the blanket himeelf, About
this time the heat was terrible, one man
in the drift an’ another half-way up,
crawlin’ fapt enongh in ordinary cirenm.
stances, but hardly fast enough with
death racin’ down on his savior at a two-
forty gait, W'en Jack Harmon came
out o' the sbaft he stood & minute on the
scantlin’ swayin’ back an’ forth like a
drunken man, blinded by smoke, an’ be-
wildered, an’ ef Ferguson hedn't canght
him he'd a gone back sgin. Two more
of us hed got in with buckets o’ water—
'bont all ther was in the tank; but it
seemed to dry off as fast as we poured it
on, fur the blanket was smokin', W’en
the rope went down fur the last time, to
hanl up Joe Harper, the scantlin' was
burnin’an’'the upper timbers was begin-
nin' to biaze, The whirlin' smoke hid
Ferguson from us, but we knowed thet
ef he didn't come out soon the whole
shebang 'd give way an' bary him; the
sides was in a light blage, an’ the place
where the win'lass stood was the onl
spot where even Dandy Ferguson con
'a' worked. It must 'a' bin an awful
strain on him—thet last pull—but he
never owned it, an' bimeby up comes
Joe, bravest man in the camp I reckon,

he wonldn't tech the rope till they'd all
been hanled up; he tied every man on
except the coward Miller' an’ then came
through the blagzin' shaft, himself,
watchin' the little tongues o' fire shoot
out from the sides ey'ry once in awhile,
a8 if they'd lick the life-thread in two,

** As Joe grabbed the upper ohains the
shaft lit up with a hisa an’ & roar, ns if
the fire was mad &t losin’ its prey. Joe

barrin' Dandy Ferguson, 'cause you see | P

t ont and F sta AwRY
rom the windlass, but his lnck went
bavck on him at the last mioute, He
stambled and fell just as he came to the
tramway at the door, an' the whole side
of the buildin' came dowh on him with a
erash, A hundred men !oriot danger
an’ death, an’ rushed into the flames,
but Miller, the man that played it so
sneakin' mean down in the shaft, got
to him first and dragged him ont, Iv-
erybody thought he was dead, an'.the
ettt o
rop sensible e'd go -
son out—to the camp. But Dandy Fer-
guson lived through it, thongh for weeka
he lay between life sn' death, an' fur
months he didn't stir ontof a dark room,
But there was no lack o' help an’ prayers
an’' faithful nurses to bring him round.
No, sir; an’ there wasn't o man, woman
or ohild within a hundred miles o' the
Chaparal mine thet wouldn't a crawled
on their hands an’ knees to watch ome
hour at his bedside, an' thonght it one
o' the brightest kind o' honorsa—yon can
bet yer life an thet. ¥Yes, sir, Dandy
Ferguson is a king in this yer country,
He can hev m:ythiuq ot do anything he
likes, We'd send him to Congress ef
he'd go, but he won't. We've him
here, though, an' I guess he'll never
leave. I wish I was one o’ them poetry
writers; I'd write the bullieat poem
about Dandy Ferguson you ever read,
you hear me? Yes, he's married, Got
married after he came ont. Talk about
weddin’s! That was a weddin’; every-
body got an invite, an’ ev'rybody piled
in to see the gamest man in the Htate
tie to the gamest woman on (God's foot-
stool. Who was she? Why, Mnaggie
Hildreth, of course. Who else'd it be,
T'd like to know? What became of
Harry Miller§ Well, thet's pnrty good.
Miller, ye gee, came ont llF right, an’
vyou bet he didn't rest till he'd ed

ill Bloenm’'s pardon fur leayin' him in
the shaft ns he did; but Bill wouldn't
have it; said thet Miller'd balanced ne-
counts L_v savin’ the life o' Dandy Fer-
guson, the man thet saved him. But
thet's played. Yon want to know what's
become of him, Well—say, look here,
mister, I don't like to own if, but I'm
the cuse—I1'm Harry Miller. Interdooce
ve to Dandy Ferguson? Of course I
will, an’ you'll never git an jnterdnetion
fo a gamer man, or one it's more honor-
able io know. An', mister, of ye ever
tell abont the Chapparal shaft, an’ how
Dandy Fergunson stood by thet win'lass
in the red hot histin' works, jest throw
it in gomewhere thet be's better'n four
kings in this camp—it'll top off the story
fust rate, an', besides, youn bet it's no
more'n the solid truth,"

‘i‘l;a Bouﬁn “Poss,”
A Paris paper says: Who is the rich-
eat man in the world is no longer an

enigma | It was only fit that Paris
should this year number among her
guests Mr. Jobn William Macksy, of

Virginia City, United States, and that
its Exposition should be visited by the
moat powerful representative on record
of the kingdum of gold and silver. Born
in Dublin in 1835, Mr. Mackay went to
America when quite a youth, and was
first employed in a large ship-bnilding
honse in New York. Toward the end of
1852, soon after the discovery of gold,
he sailed for Californin in a vessel bnilt
by hie late employer, and reached there
in winter of that year, Having a natural
inclination for everything connected
with mining, he immediately adopted it
as a profession, meeting with all the
hardships and ups and downs that are
part nng parcel of its wages, Commene-
ing his career in Bierra connty, where
he remained several years, he at length
made a ** raise,” and started for Virginia
City. Here his funds ran ont, and he
worked for some time timbering the
Mexican mine at 84 a day. As a charac-
teristic of the man, it is stated that
nbout this ivd Mr. Macksy was fre-
quently saying that if he could only get
together 3‘5’1;5.000, to make the declining
years of his dear mother comfortable,
his greatest ambition in life wonld be
nttained. Beset by various changes of
fortune he ultimately, in 1863, became
associated with Mr, T. M, Walker, and
to this firm was added, in 1865, Messrs,
Flood and O’Brien; remaining so until
1868, when Mr, Walker refiring, Mr,
Fair replaced him. The stupendous
wealth of these four enterprising men
then became manifest. They having se-
cured the Hale and Norcross, one of the
Bonanza mines, were enabled to procure
others, finally purchasing the Consoli-
dated Virginia ground for about §80,000.
Further acquisitions of territory resulted
in their obiaining that marvelous deposit
of ore known as the Comstock lode.

With their constantly inereasing eapi-
tal, and the active and incessant efforts
made by Mr. Mackay and his partners,
the wonilerful Bonauza mines were
eventnally opened to the astonished
world, r. Mackay has three sights of
the profit derived from them, and yearly
adds to his overflowing exchequer the
almost fabulous sum of 60,000,000 francs
($12,000,000.) This is ecalculated to
bring him in exactly 125 franes (§25) per
minute 7,500 francs ($1,600) an hour,
and $180,000 france (836,000) a day,
Little over 42 years of age, Mr. Macka
is still in the prime of life, has a hand-
some, commanding face, splendid phy-
sigue, and fine presence, and, whether
among bis miners, in the society of the
elite, or in the bosom of his friends and
family, we view in the “Boss™ of the
“Big Bonanza"” all those attributes
which go to make up the thorough man
and the courtly gentleman,

Fireproof Clothing,

Mr, Sieborath, of Dresden, bas been
experimenting with a view fo find some
cheup substance that would prevent
ladies elothing from burning with flame,
Weak solu of alum were not satis-
factory, but s five per cent. solution of
phosphate of ammonia proved quite
sncoessful; the impregnated clothes did
not burn with flame, but were werely
destroyed by carbonization, Lastly, &
solution containing five per cent, phos-
hate of ammonia was tried on linen and
woolen stoffs. Here, too, there was no
hurniu%‘ ammonia did not even
phate
when they had been vigorously rubbed

i powder. The powder flashed,
eft the stuffs unconsumed, The
elothes lose their incombustibility, how-
aver, by g wet or washed,
It is & vantage, 00 they ean
ouly be worn in certain places,

The stuffs treated with [;EJOS-
nrn

TIMELY TOPIOS:

Three dray loads %l silver dollars wers
lately drawh to the United Btates treas-
tiry in San Francisco, The entire value
was only £300,000.

Edison, the famous inventor, said to a
Chicago repotter who asked fim if he
had ever been in the western metropolia
before: ¢ Yes, I was here thirtean yenrs
ago, I had n linen duster, $2.50, and a
railrond pnes, 1 was not interviewed
wm-"

The oldest man has been gathered to
his fathers. He was a German, livin
in Geluhansen, and was 148 yours ol
when he died, His life had been a pro-
tracted struggle with poverty, He left
two sons, sixteen grandechildren and 848
great-grandohildren to mourn his loss,

The Japanese government, which is
making rapid strides towards modern
civilisation, has just awnkened to the
necessity ot prmnini Its forests, and
stringent regulations have been i
whicﬁ shall not onli hinder the too
rapid destrnetion of the forests, but
increase the area cavered by woodlands.

A huge temperance fete was hald re-
cently in the Orystal Pamlmndon,

under the anspices of the of Hope
Union, which embra abont 3,000
societies, and a membémhip of nearly

500,000, It is estimated that 60,000
persons attended the fete, and a ericket
matsh sud a balloon race were among
the attractions,

A bread fruit tree is now scolimated
and in healthy bearing ia the eapital
grounds at Bacramento, Cal, The fruit
has the shape of a pear, four inches long
and three in diameter. It has n oanta-
loupe flavor. The milky juice of this
tree makes the toughest meat tender if
steeped in it for ten minntea, In Bar-
badoes it is usual to hang meat and
fowls in the branches, where the vapor
of the trees effects the same purpose,

The little republic of Bwitzerland has
an army of 120,000, organiged in eight
divisions. There are 94,000 infsntry, 18,-
500 artillery, 8,600 engineers, 3,700 sani-
tary force, and 2,000 cavalry. Besideg
this, which is called the elite army, there
is n landwehr of 92,000 men, What Swit-
zerland does with all this military force
does not appear,

Under the new liquor law in Missis-
sippi every saloon-keeper is required to
buy of the State anditor a book of cou-
pons, and everybody who takes s drink
is banded one of these coupons, which
.he Btate receives for taxes at one eent
each. If he pays for two drinks he re-
ceives an orange-colored coupon good
for two cents, if five drinks, 8 blue cou-
pon good for five centa,

These flgures show how London has
grown in the twenty years since the first
great exposition:

1851, 1871.
Inhabited houses. ... ... . 806 038 410,642
Inlinbitante............. 2,063,445 3,266,987

In the twenty years ending in 1876, the
total ratable annual value of property
has inereased from $56,418,315 to §115,-
556,565,

The following congresses have been
or will be held in Paris during the Ex-
position, 1. Agriculture, 2, Metrical
and monetary, for the adoption of a uni-
versal system, 8, Special congress for
determining & uviversal measure of
threads of every deseripticn used in
textlle fabrica. 4. For the protection of
litevary, artistic and industrial property,
patents, eto. 5, For provident institu-
tions, life, fire, apricnlture insnrances.
6. Philological. 7. A congressof Earo-
pean economists. 8, Meteorological. 9,
A congress of Alpine elubs, 10, Public
bygiene., 11. To econsider protection
against:epizootics, Bimilar congresses
to the above were held at Vienna in
18783, and at Philadelphia in 18786,

A very old settler has been discovered
by a correspondent of the Indianapolis
News, He lives in Seott connty, Iund.,
his name is Kin Ferguson, and his age
is 107. He was born in what is now
Botetourt econnty, Virginia, 1771, was
married in 1792, and removed that year,
on pack horses, to the wildernesa of
Kentucky, and subsequently to Indiana,
His voice is strong and his memory re-
markabl His hearing is slightly
impaired, and his sight entirely gone,
He has a fair appetite, and walks about
the house and yard without diffionlty.
He remembers distinctly some of the
eveuts of the war of the revolution, and
seems to dwell on them with interest,
He is himself a pensioner for services
rendered in the Indian wars under
General Harrieon, He has never had
more than $100 at a time.

A Cat's Foster Children,

Here is a case for the naturalist, At
tke fair grounds there is a feminine cat
which has brought up and reared two
yonng skunks, BShe suckled them with
the sance fondness and maternal affection
a8 if they were her own progeny. The
skunks were deodorized, and, of course,
did not excite the repugnance of their
fnster mother on that score, They were
as playfol as kittens, but, as they grew
up in diseretion and skunkh they
began to develop into creatures bearing
very little resemblance to the cat species;
but this did not exeite the disgust
their mother, Bhe had adopted them,
and overlooked the deficiendies of well-
bred ecats, . They curled their bushy
Enils on their Mnl ] anls manifested no

isposition to slyly lay in wait and
sprPu?;lon their vietims, Their iustincts
were entirely different. They had s
t for eggs and other delicate
ood, instead of mice and birds, A few
daga 8go it was decided to separate the
cat from the skunks, snd by weaning
the latter teach them to shift for them-
selves, 'The separation has grieved the
old cat, and twice & day, Mr, Kalb
states, she visita her fos
and, watching them through the bars of
their a:ﬁa, manifests & mother's fond-
nees, evidently desiring to give them
sustenance,. The skunks also appear to
take the privation to heart, and want to
be with old stepmother,— 8¢, Louis

Ncorplonsy Centipedes, Tarantula,
There are two kitds of storpions, the
gtéen And the blackj the latter is the
most venomotts, When 1 lived in Trebi-
md&uyn n writer, they were 8o humat-
ous that we kept a canopy over the bed
to eatch those which might fall from the
calling. It was carefully examined every
morning:s 1 heave shaken them out of
my 8. I repeatedly dame within an
nce of stepping on one with my bife
feet when getting out of bed. They
have an nncanny way of hiding in
oracks and under stones, and run
with spider-like when aroused,
holding their spiky tail in the air, in an
ssive manner that is not resssur
ing, It is claimed Ly some that no
swelling follows the sting, but only pain
and nu;naﬁmea cgnth. ut I have nee::-
scveral cases of scorpion-poisoning
tended with swelling; Nioola, my don-
key-driver, had his leg swelled to twice
the size,attended with excruciating pain,
In Asia Minor the native make & decoc-
tion of scorpions, and give it to their
children e an antidote and preventive,
1 never heard it did atiy good. This, on
the theory of similia similibus, migit
be called Hommopathic treatment if it
had not been employed before ever
Hahnemann was born,

The centipede or sealopendra is an-
other insect about which I ktiow noth-
ing good that can be laid to ite credit.
Possibly a use may be found for it, as
they usé spiders’ webs for quinine in
fever and ague, and powdered coock-
roaches for Bright's disense. It has not
over thirty feet, so that the name is a
misnomer; but the feet terminate in a
sharp and soratchy point. The centipede
is copper-colored, and its back is armed
with scales that make it quite hard, Its
sting is more often fatal than that of the
scorpion, and I have never taken to it
kindly, since I had an adventure with
one in Smyrna, I wassittingat supper,
thinly clad in accordance with' the cus-
tom of the country during the long
steady heat which endures from April to
Ogtober, Snddenly I noticed something
creeping over my instep, and in an in-
stant it was crawling up my leg, soratch-
ing the skin slightly as it leisurely pur-
sued its way np toward my knee, Ap-
prehending the situntion at once I
renliﬁad that lto startle it wuultli be the
height of folly. Keeping m per-
feagy still, therefore, 1 oarefulfy anped
it nbove the knee with both hands to

revent the reptile from getting over the

nee, When I was ready I struck ont
my foot with a smart, rapid jerk, and
most happily shook off the creature, and
immediately put my foot on it, crushing
a canti?ede nearly six inches long,

But I love the tarantula even less than
the centipede, It is in truth a redoubt-
able foe, for nl.:ldanirom‘ its hideouns
appearance it quite unnecessarily
aggressive, nnd clears several feet at u
{ump. I have seen snake.charmers in

he East tossing them from hand to
hand like a hot potato; of course the
poison had been extracted. They vary
greatly in size, according to the ali-
wate, iut always retain the same general
characteristica, A gentleman in Nussan
told me that his sister went up to bed
one evening, and discovered an enor-
mous tarantnla in the middle of her pil-
low, just 1ke a great ink-spot, Having
seen it afterward bottled, I can testify
that its legs had a spread of eix inches,
and its black hai Emly was the size of
A pigeon's egg. Bhe serenmed, that be-
ing the right thing to do nnder the cir-
cumstances, which brought the family
lo the room; as her brother entered the
tarantnla made a spring at him, which
resulted in the candle folling on the
floor and a general rush of everyone,

l-mell, for the door. The candle

aving been re-lit, it then became im-
portant to find out on whom the taran-
tala might be crawling. After some
more fun of this sort, the creature was
finally driven into a corner and impaled
on n sharp spike and was then preserved
in sl;:ohol. ‘Who says alechol has no
uses ?

Warm and Cold Baths,

An article of a very interesting and
instructive nature, on the J;hgaiolog-ioal
action of baths, was published in a late
number of the London Lancet, Bumming
up, the writer notes that warm baths
produce an effect upon the skin directly
con to that which is bronght abont
by cold water, The cutaneous vessels
dilate immediately nnder the influence
of the heat, and although the dilation is
followedulzr a contraction, this contrac-
tion is seldom exoessive, and the ulti-
mate resnlt of a warm bath is to increase
the cutaneous circulation. The pulse
and respiration are both quickened in
the cold bath., The warm bath increases
the temperature of the body, and b,
]aeneninF the necessity for the in
production of heat, it decreases the eall
which is made upon certain of the vital

rocesses, and enables life to be sus-
PAlned with less expenditure of force,
While a cold bath causes a certain stiff-
ness of the muscles if continued too
long, a warm bath relieves stiffness and
fatigne. The final effect of both hot
and cold baths, if this temperature be
moderate, is the same, the difference
being, to use the words of Braun, that,
“cols refreshes by stimulating the fune-
tions, heat by physically facilitating
them, and in this lies the important
difference between the cold water sys-
tem and the thermal mode of treatment,”

A Mystified Bird.

A lllamnn in(t;icln:n@ ia related 'IO'L a :lnn-
ary 'y paper. e door
of the bi.nzn cage 8:.; cocasionally left
open that he might enjoy the freedom of
the room, One he happened to
alight upon the man elf where there
Wih & . Here was a new discove
of the most profound interest, e
gazed long and curiously at himself, and
came to the conclusion that he had
found a mate, Goinwk to his cage
he eelected n seed from his box, am
brought it in his bill as an offering to
the stranger. In vain the canary exerted
himselt to make his new-found friend
mrhie. and hmmmg weary of that,

ed another tack., Btepping back a
few inches from thé glass, he poured

S
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An Uprising in the Si, Louls Weoerk.hanae-«
A Frattiouas Inmaté Killed and Severa)
Wennded. X

A desperate fight at the work-house
in 8t, Louis, bantsmn four of the rds
and & number of the prisoners, who had
evidently been organizing nn attempted
escape, resulted in the death of one of
the prisoners and the serions wounding
of four others, For some days past a
spirit of unrest had been o ble
among some of the prisoners, but no
overt act oocurred until the afternmoon
of the trouble, when one of the guards,
named Merkel, saw a paper communica
tion passed between two of them. This
at once precipitated matters, and led to
the fatal encounter. The dead prisoner,
Grerge Stevens by name, was an habit-
ual vagrant, who for a year past had
gravitated between the police court and
the work-house, He was an epileptioc,
and on this account olaimed an immunity
from the severe Inbor of stone-breaking,
at which the city's offeriders are pnt
when sent down;but the work honse
sauthorities believed that his sickness
was a shim, and compelled him to take
his place bn the roekepiles with the
other prisoners, Bince this was done
Btevens had been noticed to be morose
and eullen, and a few days before the
previotis affray he committed a murden-
ouns assault upon George Merse, one of
the goards, for which ke wad punished.
Of late he had been seen in mysterious
communieation with other prisoners,
and as he was known to be a desperate
and powerful man, he was closely
wnlched by the guards, While le was
working in the gang superintended by
one of the s named Ohristian
Kelbs, Stevens was seen by Guard Mer-
kel to pick up a piece of paper which
hiad been dropped at his feet by another
prisoner, Merkel immediately ap-
proached him and asked him fo sur-
render the paper, Btovens clinched it
in his hand, and declared he would die
before he wonld give it up. The prie-
oner who had dropped the paper offered
to get it back, but Btevens refused to
surrender it under any comsideration.
After some parleying on the part of the
guards, who wished to obtain possession
of the snspicibus communieation peace
fully, they attempled to take it from
Btevens by force, when he, though
heavily shackled, proved able to fight
like a lion. He seized large rocks and
began assanlting the guards, at the same
time ealling on his fellow prisoners to
aid him. Guard Coy drew s revolver
and fired at Btevens, inflicting a slight
wuund, which Btevens responded to by
striking Coy on the head with a hﬁa
rock, inflicting a serions wonnd. e
scene at this moment was one of great
excitement and confusion. The prison-
ers were collected ther from differ
ent parts of the yard, and were evident-
ly ready to follow Btevens' lead when he
called on them, The guards did not
wait for the attack, bnt ran to a shanty
in which a number of loaded shot-guns
were kept. Arming themselves, they
roturned and found the prisoners. They
had ap[;'lrently made up their minds to
resist boldly and their presence was
greeted with a volley of rocks, one of
whioh strnck Capt. McQuoard on the
head, knocking him senseless, The
gnards fired upon the prisoners, and
Stevens and four others fell, the former
mortally wonnded, Two of the other
prisoners, Henry Watson and Mont-
gomery Morgan, were badly wounded,
the others received flesh wounds only,
Stevens died seven minutes after being
shot, and the rest surrendered,

The Gar and Sea Nettles,

A correspondent at Fortress Monroe,
Va,, says: Apropos of fish, the most
remarkable ichthyological specimen I
ever beheld abound in these waters,
and is called ‘'the gar'—ce-gar,
should say, from its form, color and
Blﬂnﬂ of abode. It haa a small round

ody and pointed head, exactly like an
eel, {mt with the addition of rombic scales
and tiny flus near the odd little termi-
nus which no doubt it considers a first-
cluss tail, but which bears abont as close
a resemblance to our idea of a caudal
appendage as does the rear of & Jocomo-
tive. It is of the genus Lepidostens,
with nnmerous cousins in the pike fami-
ly, and its principal peculiarity consists
in muscle, for streugth and activity of
which it excels any trained acrobat,
Startled by the motion of a passing
ship, it will dart out of the water like &

, Bkimming above the surface with
igantic leaps and lightning rapidity,
&uching nothing for rods, but snstained
by sheer force of its own museular con-
tortions, and lookindin exactly like a
brown suske scudding through the

Among other wonders of the deep are
the sea nettles that occasionally swarm
in the smif to the great discomfort of
bathers, They are a sort of marine crea-
tures of polypus nature, that look like
an innocent little wad of moss clinging
to a sea-weed, They seem to possess
not only life but intelligence, however,
for they always make straight for tha
e:pueoﬁ parts—the hands, feet, face or
neck—and their sting, though not gen-
erally serious, is similar in effect and
appearance to & seald,

Birthdays and Wedding Days,
We suppose any day is lucky on which
a hn’: marriage is consummated, but
t.::t owing is the old saw on this sab-
ject:

Monday for wealth,
y for health,
dn H;;c best of all,
¥ for croeses,
Friday tor losses,
Saturday no luck at all.

The parties to a marriage can select

w

oa? to choose the da
and yet thege, too,
Born of & Monday,
Fair in faoe;
Born of a Tuesday,

Republioan,

A FATAL FIGHT WITH CONVICTS.

the day of its celebration, but it is not so
of one's birth,
their meaning: | g

Items of Interest.
Yom ocan't fasten your clothes with s
rolling: pin.
American Inger beer is nctually being

exported to Germany. o
America el'EOl'h large quantities
condensed milk to England,
A man is training dogs to El base-
ball, They will be known as the K-nine.

The store of a man who doesn't adver-
tise looks s lonely as a sprinkling car
on o wet day,—Dantelsonville Sentinel,

In New Orleans a man who put his
arm ont of a street-car window had it
broken by coming in contact with a car
Klnsing in a contrary direction. Ver-

iot for the plaintiff, 87,5600.
It has just been fonund out thata West-
ern man gained a big reputation for
patriotism on the Fourth by backing his
mule st a high board fence and let-
ting it kick, Even hia next door neigh-
bor mistook the sound for artillery firing.
Oh sea! Oh mighty, mighty sea !
That gives the stomach ache to me,
That spoils my npreum for ten,

Oh wen

Oh deep! Oh mighty, mighty deep,

1 gave thee what 1 could not keep,

And o'er thy waters wept & weep;

Oh deep |
—New Haven Register,

The town of Biack Diamond, Qal.,
enjoys the distinction of being the only
walled town on the Pacifio Const, Tt
has a high: fence surrcunding it, and
the only entrance in u gate, over which
i an inscription warning the public of a
five-dollar fine upon any persort Who
leaves the gate open,
The laws of Missiseippi forbid the
marringe of & widow and her father-in-
law. Therefore Alfred Boyce, aged 60,
and Mary Boyee, sged 19, were com-
pelled to go to Tilinois to have the cere-
mony performed. He is sickly, and may
die 8oom, His father is alive, at the age
of 82, and Mary says she wonld nas lief
marry him, she likes the family so well,
A wicked telegraph man assuming an
unsophisticated look, nppm:whad an
eleotric machine on exhibition in Church
street, nnd seemed eager to try it. The
exhibitor, glad to see the new patrou,
welcomed him cordially to try, and ex-
putiated npon the machine's merits in
curing diseases, The telegraph man
took hold, The figure on the dial reached
the wonted limit, pnssed it went on and
upward, and the pointer still kept flying
aronud and the crowd grew asbeorbed,
The machine man, losing Lis acenstomed
front, dashed at the machine to see what
caused its inexplicable conduet, while
the telegraph man held to his grip, as-
suming an unsteady aspect and wild,
haggerd expression, Armed with a cop-
per wirs nnder his coat, the ends reach-
ed to the wrists, he had made a *'cir-
cnit " and the machine was powerless to
effect him, The joke came out, to the
delight of the crowd, whose good humor
knew no bounds at the resuit,—New
Haven Courier.

New Hampshire’s Tramp Law.

The following are the most important
clauses of the law for the suppression of
tramps which has been passed by the
New Hampshire Legislature :
“* Any person going about from place
to place, begging and asking or subsist-
ing upon charity, shall be taken and
deemed to be a tramp, and shall be
punished by imprisonment at hard labor
in the State prison not more than fifteen
months,
“* Any tramp who shall enter any
dwelling honse, or kindle apy fire in the
high:way, or on the land of another with-
ont the consent of the owner or oocen-
ant thereof, or shall be found ecarry-
ing any firearm or other dangerons
weapon, or shall threaten to do any in-
jury to any person, or to the real or
personal estate of another, shall be
unished by imprisonment at hard labor
n the State prison not more than two
ears,
4 *““Any tramp who shall wilfully and
maliciously do any injury to any persou,
or to the real or personal estate of
another, shall be punished by imprison-
ment at hard labor inthe State prison
not more than five years,

“ Any get of beggary or vag-ra}mg by

any person not a resident of this State
shall be evidence that the person com-
mitting the same is a tramp within
the meaning of this act, )
“Any person upon a \iew of any
offence described in this act may appre-
hend the offender and take him belore
a justice of the peace for examination,
and on his conviction shall be entitled
to a reward of ten dollars therefore, to
be paid by the county.

**This act shall not apply fto any
female or minor under the sge of reven-
teen years, nor to any blind person,

“Upon the passage of this nct the
Becretary of State shall cruse printed
copies of this act to be sent to the several
town and city clerks, who ehall cause
the same to be posted in at least six
conspicnons ﬁlm three of which shall

be on the public hl'ghway."

To Giet Rid of House-Pests.

Hot allum water is a recent sugges-
tion as an insecticide, . It will destroy
red and black ants, cockroaches, spiders,
chineh bugs, and all the crawling pests
which infest our houses, Take two
pounds of alum and dissolve it in three
or four quarts of boiling water; let it
stand on the fire till the alnm disappears;
then apply it with a brusb, while nearly
boiling hot, to every joint and crevice in
your closets, bedsteads, pantry shelves,
and the like, Brush the crevices in the
floor of the skirting or mop boards, if

oun suspect that they harbor vermin.
f!, in whitewashing a ceiling, plenty of
alam is added to the lime, 1t will also
serve to keep insects at a distance,
Cockronches will flee &: paint whioh
has been washed in I alum water.
barrels and boxes can be freed
from ants by drawing a chalk mark
just aronnd the edge of the top of them,

he mark must be unbroken, or they
will ereep over if; but a continuous
chalk mark half an inch in width will
set their depredations at nsught. Pow-
dered alum or borax will keep the chinch
bug st a ble distance, and
travelers shonld alweys carry a pack-
age in their band bags, lo scalter over




