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~LOBETRY,

OUR BIRTHDAYS,

A% sdasens come nod seasons go
We mark thelr paesoge thus —
__First bade, thon loalige, frulisse, suow 5
And ro the cyeley ronnd ndd grow,
Aud mark thelr sum oo us.

AY. alltho mpen that hove fown
Hinoe Adam saw the i,

Have lald thelr impross on durewn,

And we whon babesare fullor wrown
Than ho when life seemed done,

And—barn tnto an okler world,
A philosophic race
We have Tima' colled-up serall unenrlsd,
Reny Barth's green varl, with tears fmpenaylod.,
o wenn hor wrinkled face.

W sy those wrinklos ropresent
Eans of ages gonn ;

And in onr wisdom self-contont,

Prodlalm how atrals reft and rent
Are birthdays #anipell 'n' flone.

Aud—baeied teacing baek the growth
f (hip terragnoons sphery—

Is [t forienifaloess, or sloth,

That makes o8 yonsly grow more loth
T cornt our birthdays heret

Al ma! In youth we sprang to greet
Each birthday as 1t eame,

Untlly—maturity complots—

Yoars waem to run with dylng foor
And bear n cross of fame.,

Weo feol fot, while fronh ssasons pass,
Thelr footateps on our brow,

Unittl somao clear, unBattering glasa

Revenln the wrinkles, which, alas !
Aro farrowoed by thelr plow.

And as these farrows Indicats,
The throes of strife or pin,
Tho hoart that was in youth elate
1t ugo bonds 'nenth too sad & walght
Its birthidays to sustalin,

What marvel we pars mowrnfully
Remembranooes of onte,
Epochs of mutabilliy,
Ui passion, strife, or ngony,
If sach our birthidays were !
=Nz, G, L'nneus Banke, in the Gentleman's Mage.
gine,

THE STORY-TELLER.

THE DEACON’S COURTSHIP,

The hundsomest and richest woman in
ull the countryside was the widow Ad-
ams  The reigning toast and belle at
sixteen, a bride at exghtoen, and o widow
at twenty, endowed with the largest and
best farm in the upper parish, with out-
lying pusture and woodlands, and thous-
unds in bank stock, little wender that
though her erop bad not diminished one
iota, und her rosy cheeks and bright
eyes were still shrouded in the widow's
veil, that manly eyes and munly hearts
would not he directed toward her; less
wonder that when a sleighing party
from the * Port " should visit her on a
bright moonlight evening that the pret-
ty widow should look her best and be
tonsted as never before over her Thanks-
§iviug cnke, sweet cider, and choice old

amaica, or that when the beaux and
belles next evening were congregated
in the school-house on the * Green” to
{mwtiuv choir singing, which was just
eginning to supervede the old-fashioned
“ deacomng out,” that the handsome
widow and her surroundings should be-
come matter for diseussion,

Deacon Cluff at the ¥ Pinos" had o
holy horror of this new style of singing.
Though o man only a little past forty,
he held in sacred disdain sny infringe-
ment of his sabbatical privileges, It
made him a persom of mark to stand in
the dencon’s seat before the lmlFit and
read two lines of the psalm for those in
the singing gallery to tuneinto melody.
So the deacon, that evening, had deter-
mined fo go over to the school-house to
stop the discrderly proceedings, Six
wecks a widower, I dare not aver how
strongly other ressons urged the step.
Mrs. E‘ﬁuﬂ' was not forgotten; on the
contriry ehe was remembered’ every
hour in the ;lu.}'. He was lonesome ; his
house was at sixes and sevens, his child-
ren unruly.

Then he was conscious of o strange
sense of freedom—the feminine world
was again open to him ; it was F!esmnt
to gaze at the lovely maidens of the so-
ciety. He wus high in the social scale;
lust year overscer of the poor, this year
selectman of the town, spoken of as
being likely sent to the big and mighty
General Court on the fo?lowin g Year.
With his standing in the church, surely
he might aspire to the fairest and richest
of the land.

A huge fire of green logs was sputter-
ing and sizzling in the wide stone fire-
slace of the rude, half-finished temple of
Iau.rniu ; the tallow candles, stuck into
s uare Elncka whittled from n pine stick,
cust n weird light over the clumsy desks
and sests, hacked ond disfigured by
their various mwuvmsta. custing glostly
shadows over the time-stsined and
smoke-embrowned  walls, l-t-t.l
around the smoking fire, and l‘mru 1od
hither and thither upon the benches and
desks, were some thirty Inds and lasses,
singers at the * Green,” and a few friends
come to assist in the asequirement of sa-
ered harmony.

Dosdon Cluff was an artist ; I fear he
scarcely understood the full meaning of
the term ; still, ns he pushed waide the
clumsy onter door and stood in thedittle
vestibule, the picturesqueness ‘of the
scenc arrested his steps, and caused him
to stand unohserved in the half open en-
trance to the larger entrance.

A werry laugh ran round the gmul)

L
rched upon the front

Grou

a8 the descon paused; a curly-hairec
blue-eyed miss, ps
denk, excluimead :

“Elbridge Olifton expects to marr
the rich snd handsome widow we visite
last night; 'but the lady is & good, God-
fearing Fodoralist, snd would not look
at such & Tom Paing infidel and Jeffer.
soninn Bemoerat.  Now John Pike has
# chance. Cheerup, Johu ; if the scheol-
marm did give you the mitten, T heard
the widow Adams ask you the price of
salt bay." :

Another uproarous peal wos the re-
sponse to this sally. _

“Who is this widow Adams?" in-
quired & young man, threwing down the
bellows with which he had been cesxing
the fire. )

» My cousin, Mrs. Bessic Adams, the
fairest and wealthiest dame in the coun-
t&y." replied the damsel on the front

esk.

* Where does she live ¥

“Ob on spléndid, femnfin the apper
parish. It's & magnificent place. Don't
youamish to by indro ¢ Vorylikely
you could cut out Olifton.”

“ And what would  Miss Mesrs do if
he did ¥ queried o distinguished-look-
ing young mnn who wos leaning againsg
the toacher's desk. .

“ Marry Descon Cluffy girls, you've n

chance! I saw himm pecking round the
meeting=hiug Sh{{&fﬁ'{.' {ui ‘wifu is
oy this time, and he

{qul-lnnkiﬂg; hl"LE

cold in the ground
is still young and

lots of the rewdy ; is 8 big man—intends
to be bigger; has only six responsibili-
ties. Girls, there's & chunce! Hurrah !
I vote for the dedcon-<ghe boys may
have the widow. Bring on your books,
let's proceed to business.”

Before the preceding hud been half
spoken, Depcon Cluff had retreated
neross the entry, At its closs, forgetting
his mission, he fairly bolted and ran,
never ""’H‘I’i“g till past the pond and
green, when, wiping the perspiration
from his brow, he begun to gather np
his idens. Yes, the little minx wes
right—he was still young and pood-
looking, rich and a man of note. Who
wis the widow Adams? He must leamn !
To be sure, it was rather quick after his
wife's death ; bt then some of those
young fellows wenld obtain her, and
doubtless she would prefer an older,
more staid man, like himself. He need-
ed some pigs. Of course, on such afurm
there would be an abundance of porks
ors; at lenst pigs could be an excuss for
a call,  He would ride up to the upper
parish the next Thursday lecture, and
nscertain where the lady resided, and
huve o look st her, if nothing more,
The Thursday sfternoon lecture was o
grent institution with our forefathers.
A hulf holiday to the schools, it was as
Jregularly attended as the Sabbath ser-
vices, and those, if health pormitted,
were seldom amitted,

The January thaw had come—it was
poor sleighing ; 8o, a8 Doeacon Cluff was
an expert horseman, he determined to
take to the saddle.

The widow Adsms was an orderly
womun—she never infiinged upon cuns-
tom or pro 1rivl§' ; she would certainly
have sttended the lecture had not her
next-door neighbor slipped on the wet
door-stone and broken ]mr leg: conse-
quently the handsome widow was nasist-
ing snuffy, clumsy Dr. Rich in his
manipulations, instead of being present
at the afternoon serviee,

The old, unpainted, square meeting-
house, with its rattling windows and
heavy doors, basked in the sunshine
upon the hill-top, Males and femunles
dismounted from saddle and pillion, at
the horse-block, near the principal en-
trunce ; the long row of sheds became
filled with sleighsg; the square pews,
long sonts, and wide galleries were
thronged. The head chorister pitched
his pipe, the tithing maen, with his long
pole, seated hiuwvﬁ nmong the boys in
the gallery ; the three dencons took their
lace in front of the pulpit; the pastor,
in his wig, blanck gown and white bands,
wilked majestically up the center nisle,
and slowly nscended the stairs leading to
the high rostrum; the sexton stealthily
tiptoed forward and humbly seated him-
ut‘lli' upon the lowest step.

The parson rose, psalin book in hand,
the centre door slowly and noiselessly
opened, the sexton sprang forward and
ushered the stromger who had entered
into one of the best pews, beside o very
uiot, demure-looking young lady.

Notwithstanding her somber counte-

nunce and modest demeanor, Tabiths
Dole was one of the greatest witches
thut ever danced to black Sambo's fid-
dle. Bhe and Miss Mears had attended
Atkinson Academy tegether snd be-
came choice friends. Tabitha had been
visiting at the Green, knew Descon
Claff by sight, and there learned of his
widowed estate. Consequently, when,
ufter service, through which he had
been unusually devount, he inquired for
the residence of the Widow Adams, the
young spirits at once fathomed his in-
tentions.
Now there was another widow Adams,
a woman of sixty, with two anmarried
danughters—Susan and Hannah—resid-
ing within u stone's throw of the meet-
ing-house ; thither the mischievous girl
directed the deacon. But as he stopped
to speak to the parson and other digni-
taries, she ran over to apprise Hannah
Adams, whom she found alone, of his
coming, Hannah was the fiance of Tab-
itha's brother, munager of the widow's
farm, while Tabitha had promised to
wed Edward White, another young man
employed upon the premises,

Fiva minutes sufficed, .amid giggling
and suppressed ejaculations, for u.githa
to unfold o plin, and Hannah to accede
to it, by which the deacon was tobe vie-
timized.

Tubitha met hier lover as she returned
up the hill, and informed him of the
part he was to play in the drama; so
when the suitor. proud of his horse and
horsemanship, pranced up the long lane,
everything was in readiness for an ap-
propriste recoption.

The worthy man never dremmed of
any mistake. A large, substantial
farmhouse, with long barns sand an
abundance of out-bulldings, surrounded
by orchards, fields, and meadows—every
thing evinced wealth and care,

Hunnal answered his knock.. * Yes,
thoe Widow Adams resided here, Bhe
was absent, but would return by sunseb
Would not the gentleman walk in and
wait, the man would take his horse.
Pigs, eh yes, there was quite s number
—he uuufd lgok at them." Bo Edward
White threw the bridle over his ar snd
the deacon accompanied him to the sta-
ble. More and more pleased after s due
inspection of the Elm snd many in-
quiries, all of which his companion man.
aged to answer satisfuactorily, the visitor
returned to the house, where & mug of

Mip swaited him, snd he wes plaged 1na
hgm;run begide .ﬂL:h the

clean, bright family room. .
The logs snapped and sparkled in the

huge fire-place; the long dresser, bril-
liant with pewter and many-hned crock-
ery, gleamed in the fireli_ ht; the tes-
kettlo sang merrily on the long tram-
mel; the supper-table, with its spotless
cloth and beautifully painted chins, was

dragn put in, enter of the neatly-
sanded ooy, Tilward White had
handed him o nicely-lighted pipe the
visitor folt remnrkably comfortable, and
as he puffed the ourls of smoke about
hig Jand wamholdo protty, buxom
Hunnsh Adams ss sho bustled nbout, he
thought that if the myll wassd good-
lgoking—und he neverdoubted her tobe
the serving-moid—what would be the
mistross ¥ He searoely cared; he liked
the looks of this girl, so spry and daft
in all her moveinents.

With halt-closed eyes he gazet, as the

sies_andt donghnuts were placed on the

Loﬂﬂh to witrm, breadt, clieese, anil cale
cut, the tosst dipped; ands the sausages
fried.

Chatlg, chang, chang, came the bells
«good, old-fashioned; ressunding bells,
A lurge, law, comfortable, yellow sleigh,
drove to the door. Two young lndies in
niofring anfl sable fars were assisted
from the robes of strong, home-spun
coverlofe, the fyot-stove wos taken out,
thon My, White drove to the Biarn, and

encon Cluffrose to be introduced.

A tall, gaunt, pale, wrinkled woman,
in large, round glassed, silver-mounted
spoctacles, entered, followaed by » black-
eyed, sunny-fuced younger one.

“ My mother, the widow Adoams, and
my sistor, Miss Susan Adsws,” said Han-
nab; in ber most modest and bewitching
AN TS,

The' dencon certainly experienced s
nervous start. For an instant his
tongne was puralyzed, his brain whirled,
all hig idens geemed redolving b chaos,
But he was s man of the world, prided
himsclf on always being equul to any
situstion. There was a mistake; this
was uot the woman or place he had
songht, but it never should ba &nown,
g0 with his most courtly air he gave his
name, atd he inguired respecting the
swine,

“ Mrs. Adans hod not thought of dis-
posing of any, Ber hired help ate o great
deal of purk during the summer, but
perhaps she could spare n couple; her
foroman, Mr. Dole, wounld be home soon.
She must consult him. The gentleman
must stop to tea; after that there wonld
be plenty of time for busingss."”

The supper was a very sociable one,
The descon learned Ilmt.?;m'itl Dole was
the prospective son-in-law, as well ns
foreman to Mrs, Adams: but he was
even more pleased with Miss Susan
than he had been with her younger sis-
ter. Bhe having beon initiated in the
roguish &)lot. played her part to perfec-
tion, and the mother, though perfectly
ignorant of the conspiracy against the
visitor, or of his mistalke, was too shrewd
to boelieve that the purchase of a couple
of pigs was his sole errand.  Pleased ot
the prospect of such a respectable match
for her l'\di_"ﬂt duughter, she strove to be
a8 gracious and entertaining as possihle.

The wilowes, surrounded by so much
feminine sympnthy, became extremely
confidential. With tears he dilated on
the beauty and virtue of his deceased
spouse, gave o detailed account of her
illness and  death, concluding by =
graphie deseription of his loneliness nnd
domestic troubles. Words nnd sighs of
consolation were bréasthed around him,
Tha widow bemonnefl her berenved con-
dition, * but she wis an old woman and
had two such daughters. Tler girls,
especially the eldest, had Teen such o
comfort since her husband’s death.”

The guest, looking noutterablo things
at the damsel, ** was sure it must be so,"”
while she comforted the mourner with
shy; little glunges, and sweetly lisped
Lalf finighad wentences,

Supper over Mr, Dole arrived with o
sled loud of wouod, drawn from a distant
wood lot. The bargein for the pigs
having been satisfactorily concluded,
Tabitha Dole game to spend the even-
ing. Apples were brought, nuts were
brought, und a howl of hot punch mixed.

The tall clock in the corner strikes
nine, Tabitha donned closk and hood,
and, escorted by Edward White, osten-
sibly started homeward, but in reality
the pair proceeded no further than the
long back kitchen, when raking opon
the smonldering fire they quietly seated
themselves upon the settle in the ¢him-
ney corner.

Mrs, Adams rolled up her stocking,
took the knitting sheath from her side,
and placing both on & high mantel,
brought the large family Bible and
litolt: requested Dencon Oluff “to set
the house in order,” which, after u slight
show ot modest hesitancy, he prm.-uus‘:d
to do in his best style, which really was
very good.

Prayers over, tho widow, complaining
of futigue, but begging the visitor not
to hasten his departure, sought her bed-
room. The young ladies ynd Mr. Dole
beonme more entertaining, Some cold
chicken was brought, and snother mug
of flip made, as n bonne beuche before the
guest set out on his long, cold ride. The
merriment incroased, 411l sowmehow the
descon found himself alone with Miss
Sugen Adums, who wes demurely knit-
ting in her mother’s low rocking chair
by the small, round light stand, He
pushed his seat forward, and strove to
talke the work from her hand. Bhe
coquettishly resisted. The chair went
forward another hitch, something in-
tended to be sweetand complimentary
was stemmerdd; then anryt&ng SWa
before his wvision, his eyes closed, his
head sank on his breast, and the pious,
distinguishaed Descon Cluft was fust
u.sl.uup.

The maiden's needles clicked, the fire
snappad and sizeled, the cat purred on
the hearth, the clock tick-tacked, tick-
tacked, then rang out eleven. The dea-
cun never moved.

The door leading from the back kitch-

en was epntiously opened sud four merry
faces peepﬁd in. gﬁmﬁmn put u her

knitting, and with a motion to silence,
softly opened the dairy-room door, and
bringing forth o fal, upright churn,
she quietly placed it between the sleep-
er’s kneos, snd then noisslessly covering
the fire with ashea slie bléw out the can.
dl.tlui joined thd guy quartette in the
next room £8 > 4

A little spppressed lnuEhter and the
young men went to their chamber,
while the girls betook themselves to
their sleeping apartment, & bedroom ad-
joining the kitchen.

I noed not to say that though the bed
wis sought it was not to uli.-e%." |
Toward morning Deabon Cloff.nwoke,
rubbed his cyes, and shook his benu
ed limbs, Over went the churn with a
ront bang and rattle on the hroad brick
El!ll-ﬂh. he cat, with a terrible sissing,
flew up the chimney and took refuge on

the jug pole, ;
i '!Rm‘ idaw Titt t-‘ﬂﬁit ippied
“héaf, muttered that $he tweanny
witeh Goody Sleeper was at her tans
trums, riding hither und thither through
the night on her broom stick. What
was she up to now ¥ Bome mischief |4t
the burn, she warranted ; she must out
gome hair from one of the critter's tails
gnd burn it on the morrow. Comforted
ab the thought of this specifie aguinst
evil, she dosed off again  Meantiing
the descon was becoming conscious | of
his whereabouts and situstion. A gaod
denl ashamed, vastly prevoked, yot 'in
spite-of his ire somewhnt smnsaed, he si-
lently groped out his hat and coat from
the entry, then as guietly made his exiti
from the front door, which had baen
consideratoly left unbarred. Making
his way to the barn, by the light of the
moon, he easily prooured his horse, the
bridile hung w the stelly bat the sad-
dle” was missing, A bareback ride of
ton miles was no pleasant prospect, hut
after sonrching awhile the descon con-
oluded it must be done. He was only
too glad to have the moon suddenly ob-
seured that he might eseape being
recognized by any chanoce wayfarer,

Nothing occurrad to interrapt his
lonely ride, Near dawn he arrived ab
liis own door, 0 wiser if not n sadder
nman,

Some weeks later, upon rising one
morning, our hero espied what at fivst
b took-for a wild amimal perghied in a
tree opposite his chamber window, but
which ‘upon examinstion, he found to
b his missing saddle,

All partics kept their own counsel,
The year waxed and waned. Choir
singing wus established at the  Green,”
even o buass viol had been introduced,
much to the horror of the old members,
who were scandalized at such Papistical
innovations. The young and beautiful
Widow Adams had become Mra. Ele
bridge Clinton, and Hannah Adams and
David Dole had been cried thres times
in the mecting, when the post brought
a letter to Deacon Cluff. What was his
astonishment to find it an invitation to
the wedding.

Taking henrt of grace he deterinined
to go.

On p lovely winter evening he agein
found himseltf riding up the long lane,
The large house was thronged. The
bride and her bride-maid, Tabitha Dole,
looked us lovely as ever maidens looked,
Miss Susan as mistress of ceremonios a
{u-garm’l to gront advantage; both tha
ridegroom and  the groomsman, Ed-
ward White, were especially attentive
to the deacon. Mrs. Adums, little wot-
ting the reason, chided him for not be-
fore renewing his visit. Miss Adams
sweetly hoped they should sce him
again.  Bhe did not hope in vain.

The orthodox year of mourning hav-
ing ended, after o little coquettish pru-
dery the lady consented to fill the va-
cant place in the deacon's houshold, and
bLefore the lapse of another year his
family received o mistress and his child.
ren a mother who verified the Seriptural
degoription of & perfect womnp., » Her
children rise up and call hoe blessed, her
hushand also, nud he praiseth her; her
own works praise lier in the gates."

Tu his later years Degeon Cluff was
fond of relating how he found his second
wife, not i’uiling: to assure his hearers,
with a merry twinkle of the eye, that he
had never regretted his visit to the
Widow Adams.— Wertern World,

i

Iniroductions,

We ¢an very readily understand why
women should be shy of holding con-
verse with men without the eeremony
of an introduction, but the stiffness and
formality which mark the meeting of
two women, who do not know each
other, is something altogether inexpli-
cable. Gontlemen speak to each otﬂu-r
in the street or in the cars, when there
is occasion, usk necessary questions, give
courteous answers, and think nothing of
it. But let alady want to know the
points of the compess, or the locality of
a street, apd she will puzzle her haughty
head to any conceivable extont rather
than approach one of her sister shoppers
with & query. Failing finally to work
ount the problem, she 1s certain to geloct
& man as the person to whom to apply.
The same shyness of each other marks
all the meetings of women unintroduced,
The calmness nnd serenity with which
they igriore each o¢ther's existence has
sumothing almost sublime about it, and
the huutenr with which they receive a
volunteered hint of a loose breastpin or
o falling shawl from one of their own
sex contrasts strangely with the gracious
smile that grectsshuilar attentions when
offered by gentlemen,

Of course there are exceptions to this
rule, but they are only exceptions, Nor
do we think thae fact cited the rasult of
affectation of any kind. On the con-
trary, most women seemn utterly uncon-
soious of any such peculiarity in them-
solves or others around them., And yet
gven highly sensible women do things of
the kind every day. We once kntw two
ladies, both of them women of good
sense, who sat for weeks at desks not ten
foet mpart, engaged in . the same work,
witliout once exchanging a word, while
each of them game to kpow every gen-
tleman in thé office. A formul intro-
duction game at last and the two women
became bosom friends alinost immedi-
ately, During.all the time each wanted
to know the other, ench knew who the
other was, each wus predisposed to like
her neighbor, but the want of the form-
al introdugtion was an impassable bar-
rier ‘which meither wos sufficiently
:Iggressi ve to overstep.. Two men under

milay circimstances would have been
soqubinted within less than an hour,
while » man sond women would have
bowed at the first meeting, and' would
have known each other on the first dasy.

A tisht fit—The delirinm tremens,

1 of Malabar, the dhon

' Double Canop of Ceylon, *

Every objeet that meets the eye on
anharh?g the Bayof Gelle j&new and
steange.  Amongit the vestsls at anchor
lis the dows of - the Avabs, the petamirs
of Coromandel
and tho grotesgue shndboats of the Mal-
dive and Loocendive Idlanders, Bat the
most remarkable of all ave the doublé
‘canoey  of the C‘inFn!m-, which dart
with sarprising veélocity amongst the
shipping, mataged by hulf-clad natives,
who offer for sale beautiful but unfa-
miliat fruifs and fishes of extraordinary
colops and forms,

These canoes are dissimilar in build,
soane consisting of two trees lashed to-

thery but the most common and by fur

he most graveful are hollowed out- of a
single stom: from eightiven to thirty feel
1 and about  two feet in ddpth, ex<
clusive of the wash-bonrd, which ‘adds
abont a foot to the height. Thisis sowed
to the gunwale by eoir yarn, so that no
iron 'or sy other nietal enters into the
gonstruction of a éance.

But their charasteristic pecaliarity is
the balance log, of very buoysnt wood,
upward of twenty feet in longth, cur-
ried at the extramity of two elustic out-
riggers, eaoh eighteen feet long. By
this urmngemcng not only is the boat
stendied; but_mast, yard, and ssil are
bound securely together,

The outrigger must of neccasity be
uwlwnys kept to windward, nnd as it
would not be possible to remove it from
side to sido, the canoe is so constracted
as to proceed with' either end foremost;
thus oltmid.utin%nn obgervation made by
Pliny cighteen handred years ago, that
the ships which navigated the seas to
the west of Taprobane had prows at
cither end, to nvoid the necessity of
tucking.

These peculiar eraft venture twoenfy
miles to sea in a strong wind ; they sail
upward of ten miles an hour, and noth-
ing can, be more picturesque than the
sight at daybreuk of the numerous fleats
of fishing-boats, which cruise slong the
const whilst the morning is still misty
sni eool, and hasten to shore after sun-
rise with their captures, which econsist
not only of ordinary fish, whose scules
arp flaked with silver or *bedropped
with gold,” but include those of the
most unusual shapes, dsplaying the col-
ors of the rainbow,

It is remarkable that tha form of
canoe is found only where the Malays
have extended themselves throughout
Polynesia and the coral islands of the
Pacifie; and it seems so poculisr to that
race that it is to be traced in Madagas-
cor and the Comoros, where a Malayan
colony was settled at some remote period
of antiguity. The outrigger is unknown
amongst the Arabs, and 15 little seen on
the const of India.

Instinet of Plal‘l'tﬂ.

Not long since, we alluded to the won-
derful instinet of animals and insects,
Now the instinet, or tendencies, of plants
come under notice,

The root congtitutes the plant’s mouth.
It terminates in a little sponge. The
spenge drinks up the moisture from the
surrounding earth.  Every boy has scen
in the woods the roots of seme tree,
planted by the birds or the winds in the
crevices of a rack, wandering down the
sides of n boulder in search of nourish-
moat. In one case, a horse-chestnnt
tree, growing on a flat stone, sent out its
roots thus to forage for food. The
passed seven feot up a contiguons wulf:
turned at the top, and passing down
seven feet upon the other side, found
the meeded nourishment there which
their own barren home deniod them. A
yot more singular instance of this search
for food is related. A seed had Lipen
dropped by oneof nature's husbandinen,
a bird, in the decaying trunk of un old
tree. It sprouted, put forth roots,
branches and a little stem. But its
roots in vain sought nourishment ut the
brenst of its dying foster mother. At
length, abandoning all hope of support
from her, they puaiud out from home to
seek o living.. They dropped to the
ground & distance of sicty or seventy
feet, and fustening there, succeeded in
seouring an independent livelibhood, As
time passed on, the old trunk died, de-
cayed and disappeared. The new troe
remaingd suspended, as it were, in the
wid-nir, the roots proveeding downward,
and the branches upward, from a point
about equul-distant between the two.—
Erchange.

Exhibition of Choice Cattle,

Probubly the largest and finest exhi-
bition of ‘cattle ever held in the United
States will come off at Boston in Sep-
tember next, under the auspices of tLu
Massachusetts Bociety for Promoting
Agriculture, and we believe that the
country will be well represented on the
ocension by some of the representatives
of our fiunest herds. The amount to he
awarded in preminms is over §22,000,
BEuch of the following breeds—Short
Horns, Ayrshives, Jerseys, Devons, and
Hoisteins—will be awarded $2,000, or
$£10,000 in all for the five breeds;
Guernseys and Herefords cnch §605, or,
if -enough wre shown to justify it, each
§2,000, In sddition to these premiumns,
the awards for dairy produce are very
large, and farm animals—horses, sheep,
swine, and poultry—are offered lurger
premiuna  than  have hithérto bLeen
Jmown iu this country, save thet not one
dollar has been offered fur speed. The
experiment is to be tried of holding a
legitimate agricultural show, unaided
by horsgeracing. The cnly devistion
from the strictly utilitarien stundurd is
the offer of #1,500 for premiums on sad-
dlg-horses, which will seoure an attrac-
tive exhibition of fine aniwals, and en-
courage the production of a& much-to-
be-desired addition to the American
stable. Mr. C. 8. Bargeant, of Brook-
line, Mass,, who is the executive officer
of the orgauization, will be glad to fur-
nish full information to all who are in.
terested, nnd he especially requests com-
munications from breeders as to the num-
ber of entries they will make.

There cannot be a pleasant smile upon
the lips of the hopeless. The blow which
crushes the life will shatter the smile,

© A 840,000 Nuggoets

A New York éomespondcht of o Chi-
gago paper tells o gingular story sbout
n spurions nugget represented to be of
Californin gold.  The owher,  whogi
nhme is not monfoned, hed it weighod
and agsayed in New Yock city, The
weight was 231070 ofineds froy, and
the usmi,guva it o wllue of §10,000. A
lonn lof $5,000 on 06,000 was obtainad on
it to ennble its owner to ship it to the
Parié Exposition. When it arfived in
Paris the owner and his cortificate of ns-
sny werp both missing.  The nuggot.was
then gent to the hm\ﬁ of France, which
refused to receive it without knowing
its wrlue. -

. A sccond assay, wos made, much more
thoroughly thian the first. By cutting
irito” the body of 'the suppodéd  mugget
with @ chisel, it was discovered that un-
den  the handseme surface of yollow
gold, through which deceptive pleces of
white quarts urup]md oty wns a thin
layer of silver ; under the: silver, one of
copper; and heneath all & base lump of
lead. The French bankers estimated
the value of the gold conting at about
$4,000, The lost assay at the New York
ofice shows it to have been but $380,
the weight after melting having dwin-
dled to 163 ounces troy, and the average
fineness.

The geguel to this story is the most
emrious part of all. It is told by the ed-
itor of the Btoekton Repullican ga fol-
1‘.'“".'\ .

It may not beont of place to record
what we know of the nugget above
alinded to. In the summer of 1854 and
1556, late one evening, Tsane Elwell, o
clork in the house of Adams & Co,, in
Stockton, cama to the Repullican ofiice
and stated that Mr Noyes, the egent,
desived 1o see the wrifer of this article
at the express office. 'On our arrival, in
company with John Crofton, we found
Noyes, ¥Fred. Cohen, n clerkin the office,
Henry A. Crabb, and two mon dressed
in miners' garb, surrounding a roll of
dirty blankets,

After our entrance Cohen commoenced
unrolling, and soon was presented to
view o lump of gold that appeared to be
eight or nine inches wide, a foot or more
long, and four inches in thickness, All
were astonished at the sight, and it was
placed on a platform soale that stood in
the room, snd weighed.. Its weight was
1624 pounds. The two men stated that
in sinking o shaft, a fow milea from
Murphy's enmp, they had found the
nugget, ot the olose of a hard day's
work ; and not wishing to create any
excitement, they ocarried it to their
¢abin, rolled it in their blankets, and
took the stauge ns it passed the next
morning, without disclosing to those in
the neighborhood their good fortune.

The evening we saw the nugget of
gold in the eapress office, hinlf o dozen
of picces were cut from it, in various
places, with ®chisel, the one presented
to Mr. Noyes weighing more than five
dollars, all the purest quality of gold.
In our presence &'uyus offered  the men
£10,000 for the lump, which they un-
hesitatingly refused, The next day the
miners Fad o box made, if wo mistake
not, by . 8. Ellsworth, in which to take
their treasure to the Aflantic States.
What became of the wonderful lump of
gold after leaving here we know not,
but that it was genuine when brought
to this city there is no doubt.

—_———

Sandspouts In Nevada, =

For several hours yesterday afternoon
there were visible from this city, on
Twenty-two mile Desort, five or gix tall
columns of sand, backed up by ns many
whirlwinds, At sea these would have
been waterspouts, but upon the desert
they were only what we might call gand-
spouts. The columns appeared to be ten
feet in dinmeter and one thousund fect
in height. Although they waltzed aliout
over the plain for two or three hours,
they never came togethoer nor ever lost
their distinet eylindricnl form, and when
they did go down they went down at
once—all falling togutimr. These sand-
spouts sre well known to old prospectors,
and seem fo indicate a change of wenth-
er, We have frequently seem in the
Forty mile Desert, east of the lower sink
of the Carson, not less than ten or fifteen
of these tall saud columns moving about
over the plains at the same time, Itis
seldom t‘]mt they comme together, but
when they do they dart forward like
two flashes of lightning, and an explo-
sion like a heavy blast ends all, and the
two columns of sand at once fall to the
grountl. Those who have not been upon
our great deserts and have never wit-
nessed these grund sandspouts or the
wonderful mirages have but little idea
of the romantic grandeur of these np-
parently uninteresting wastes of sand.—
['ﬂ‘f}a-.lurf [:.\'r.‘t‘-'(-’-l) }‘;‘JJ’I‘?'J'J';.H'.

An Extensive Whent Field,

The Btockton (Cal.) Fadependent of
June 24th says: “On the west side of
the Ban Joaquin river in this valley,
there is a grain feld which extends for
thirty-flve miles, and is of an avernge
width of cight miles, thus covering an
area of 179,200 neres. Persons who have
lutely travelled through this immense
grain field estimate the total average
yield at sixteen bushels to the acre,
which will give s total yield of 2,8067,-
200 bushels, or 86,015 tous. This amount
of grain would load 8,601 cars, which, if
made up in one train, would reach over
80 miles, or from Bantos to the Oskland
wharf, There 1§, lowever, a much
Lirger area cultivated in graio on the
enst side of the Ban Jonquin than on the
west side.  From Lathrop to Merced, a
distunce of over 30 miles, the reilrosd
rons through an almost unbroken grain
ficld, extending as far us the eye can seo
on either side. The product of this
whole valley will be much greater than
ever before, snd the wailroad company
will find it very difficult to move the
immense smount to murket before the
rainy season.”

A good man, who hos seen much of
the world, and is tired of it, says; “ The
grand essentisls to happiness are some-
thing to do, something to love, and some-
thing to hope for."

S aots-od—Begures.

Thers are said.to still be 2,000,000
cannibals inthe aworld,
Tlie stigarcatfe of Lovisiane how de
genernted to such an.extent that the
planters huve gent an agent to Java and
Bumatrs to procure vigorous cane from
the East Indies,

A pleasuro oxeurmon front Bremon to
thia courtry is oge of the principal top-
ios of conversation in Derlin at present.
The teip is all arrenged, and a number
of préminent Fatlierlandets, who' have
never sniffed the air of the salt son, will
dare the deed of p passage noross the
Atlantic to seo the lund of whose won-
drous growth end incpoising fuportance
they have heard and read §0 much.
The, Elizabethtown, Ky., News tells
this: “From our youg friend, John
Wells, who hasbeeh on o vigit to his re-
lntions in the country, we ledm that al
the residenece of Mr. Willinm Sprigg
there iz an old hen that flies vp into
mualberry treo, picks off the bervies, snd,
having satinted herself, fastens her
claws to the limb and shukes off some for
the little chickics that stand underncath
with beaks wide open ready to catoh the
tempting fruit."

A Louisianian has invented n micthod
of extracting beo honey from the comb
by mesns of n centrifugnl process, which
acomplishes its work withont breaking
the comb further than uncapping the
cells,  The com¥ is them reploced in
sliding compuartments fitted to the hive,
and the bees at once commente to reilll
the cells, thus saving the labor of con-
structing  twenly pounds of comby; her
bread and wax, in aler to preserve one
pound of honey.

It is now said that the Colorado des-
ert was once the bed of a sens UOsreful .
instrumental observalions have latoly
been mude which seem to cstablish the
fuct beyond doubt, Yroviu[:z that; either
through the gradusl exbaustion of the
sources of water ‘-;“5*1'1."- or throngh
some more sudden naturnal convalsion,
the hesrt of the continent, onee occu-
}.im'l by o wast expnanse of water, hos
wen drained, within a comparatively
short spnoe of time, and l'h:illj_{m‘ to 111‘_\’
land.

The traflic in slligator ekins is beeom-
ing quite an item in cemmercial circles,
During thepast five months a gentloman
of Jncksonville, I'ln., has shipped to par-
ties in Boston 1,400 alligator skins. 1f
the traffic in these hides should continne
unabated during the noxt sesson, it is
evident that those who go to Flarida for
the purpose of shooting theso intevest-
ing reptiles will be compelled to pone-
trate far into the wilds of the Stale, nud
the snceess of the sport will be some-
what limited.

A traveller in Floride writes:  “This
is the land where towns consist of one
house, where steamboats make eight
miles an hour, where railronds earry yon
four miles an hour, (on my honor, they
are fonr houra going sixteen miles from
Tocoi to Bt. Augustine); where the
happy mexim rules, ‘never do to-day
what you can putoff till to-morrow ;'
where the mail comes somi-occasionally;
where the newspaper is almost a8 rare
asg o snow storm: and where telegrums
are unknown.”

We probably shall not feel any cooler
by reflecting that others are suffering
still more than we from the fleveo ruys
of the sun, but some churlish persons
muay find comfort in the thought. For
the benefit of such we note from a Bom-
bay paper that the thermometer was
lately 115 degrecs in the shade et Alla-
habad, and 116 degrees at Hyderabad,
snd that the wella were drying up and
men and beasts dying of thirst. 1tis
our opinion thot Allahabad and Hyder-
abad bave horrid bad weather at this
KENs0m.

The stock of guano on the islands
near Pern is nenrly exhsustad, and it s
estimatod thot the supply from these
sonrces will fuil within four yearsi A
Peruvian journal published st Lims
says, however, that immense goano beds
have been discovered on the mainlund
north of Callan, of & quality superior to
that found on the ceiebrated Chincha
Islands. This discovery is the result of
an  expedition get on foot by Hurry
Meigs, the great railroad contenctor,
Another expedition sent to a8 place nesr
Pisco, where it was veported there were
lurge deposits, nscertained that né gusno
was to be found there. The beds north
of Callao, where it is said that millions
npon millions of this valuable fertilizer
lie within ensy reach, are the vesort of
sen lions in immense numbers.

At Bvansville, Ind., a little child six
renrs of age, named Harry, the son of J.
Y. Wartman, clerle of the United Btates

court, was attacked on the strest by
hogs, and badly, though it is believed
nat fatally injured. A gentleman nmmed
Willinm Brown happened to be near at
the time, or the chuld would have boen
killed. The hogs next turned upon Mr.
Brown, and it was with difficulty that
he managed to escape. A gentleman,
writing of the affsiv, says: “The hogs
tore all the child's clothes off, and bit
fearfully in many places, chiefly on the
right arm, 1suppose there are twenty
or thirty wounds from the elbow to the
shoulder, snd some of thew quite deep.
He was also bitten on the head, broast,
back, and one of his legs, though muny
of the wounds are mere bruises.”

An Oregon correspondent says: This
is a lovely country, ns it lies unrolled
befora ns—the green flelds and forests
glowing, and the wide rivers sparkling
under the bright light of a June sun.
All of the Oregonisns feel its influence
and all praige the besuty of their land,
which to their minds is without, & poer.
They are never tired of talking about it,
und, when away from it, sigh to return
to its shades, and for a view of it lund-
scapes, which are really magnificent, and
which possces for them & wandrgns
charm, fonnd net elsewhere in thia broad
lsnd. There {8 o sort of dreamy quict
about it, that seems the perfection of
contentment ; and one says to himself,
“This is hum:‘mum. sure enough. Let
Let the world go on as it may, here I

am in this glorions clime, and here 1am
willing to remain until I am gathered
to my fathers,”




