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D T O 2 TS BN |
ANB-BY. .7 {8 Safan must have sent)
o Frhakér,
. oo Thatis stealing half ourbliss, . . .
g pictures in-a dreamland -
-+ That'argnever, seén in this >0 [
*". . Dsshingfrom the lips the pledsures
e rile we sighy |
clfidf maker, |- i

Thirels a Jitt
L -~ Sketehin 1 ax.d-1 ¢ould:
§ Nasimple ehance hag|
i OF the-present. w
You'may kuow. this migetiic
s v For his'name is Bymnd-By, "t

rthstones, = -
ing glance, " -4

" .-..He ig sitting by your he
o With bis sly, bewitch
L. “Whisp'rigg of the coming morrow. |-«
11w/ 1As the social.hours Advancei; 4. f o
Tiviteting,'mid our caln réflections, | -

-Hiding. forms of beauty nigh} " |

s a.smooth, deceitful fellow, . | . §

-This enchanter, By-and-By. ..

- {iown fate?

A me
- y.his winning, : -
- -« 1By hig-cdreless, sportive ate; . 7§
‘By:his Bly, obtrosive presence, . - ...
. Thay is straying everywhers ;° -
By trophies that he gatliers: (o |
.. '¥Where his sombrg ¥Victims.
For'a bold, determined tallogw: -
: -~ 18'thig conqueror, By-and-By,
. “Wthien the ealls of ‘duty haunt us,.
- P And thie'present seems to be
Al the time '_gl,mtggvcr;morl‘ajs: S
-~ Snatch from dark etérnity,
*® Then a fairy hand seems pa
... Pictures on a painted sky|
.+ u:aFora cunning little'artist. . -
b Isthe fairy, By-and-By. .

may: know him b

g :';'toq‘e:-‘ceivé”y,om' soul, if

L1 SDolph, Dolph |

. .
s g ooty

By-and-By™ the-wind js-singing, w1 2
-“By-and-By,” the Weart replies ;:

ust ahovelusy,, . -
eyer flies,!” iy - %

ilithe word.  Pickup
A say: Lswear' [ willishoot you in- yopr |

v J\:;

ut:the phantom
Jre'we grasp it-ey
nbt 10 the idle tharmer, ;. |
i+ .« Beorn the very specious lie—
" < Do notbelieve.or tru

e  deceiver, By-d .

“ L AswEYe

7 fer's 'ieet,\imd,he_, hesitating, conld do no
“less” ;
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STMAS TIME} |

- JENNIE DAVIS|BURTON. " .1 {youchsafed was to' |
. ‘L ! !]
8 é;ifere‘nt from our|

RISTALAS, bnt so Biffrent from o1
bristmas-timel as ithe anti- |

J ideagof C
A -traveler had left Africa, three days
before, and was pushing on with'a fever-
ish restlessness through the . mountain

© regions, “sometimes following fr gments
of :thiose grand old roads, lsting relics of

‘the glorious dsys of the | acas, eotetimes

' mself, asit seemed,.in the very
heart-of the tropical foregt. . Everything
there, was ofi 4 magnificent scaler ~Gifint

~ palms-reared - their feathery heads high:
above the neighboring groves|; trees gor- {
geous with flowers " from top - to bottom

- were stunted by comparison,and yet stéod:
8 hundred ana fifty -feet-in tne air ; ab-
rupt chasms yawned beneath
‘tance was lost in the eternal darkuess of

. their infathomable depths ;: and above,
- huge precipices rose one above ‘anotlier;
like gigantic -steps leading Istraight| up
into the very vault -of ‘heaven itself.—
Amid all the grandenrs of the lower thir

- ot the mightiest mountain range injthe
- world, the tops of whope sierras ‘are lost | fl
amid eternal - snows, where nature has|

- put-on the garb of the stupenduous and
sublime, this' man ‘had: conie, boping to-
.edeape from that self-cousciousness whose
raging passions made his ‘

"He had'an Indian guide -a) k-:
~ule for his train, but” had léft| botls at

. the cabiz where he had- pasged the night,

" and gone :tramiping quite’ alone upj the:

path, - which iled through al-

- mpst impenetrable wilds. - N
- It was Christmas-day, and. all;

. Christain world- a . 7e Deumi. was being|

- sung, “Peace npon _earth and oo‘dlwxli
among men,” was being: preached: from

usands .of pulpits and. i‘nspi_gl_led‘]fi_nt?‘

‘millions of -hearts.. -, .

It was a day full of happy h
meaning suggestive in numberless |
of bright hearthstones ‘and - the one fant
ily reunion of the year of good. cheer—+:

. the big brown turkey -laid. out in.state,

.. flanked by speckled.-

- log ke champ

~until dis-

ifeahell | .|

-steep bridle-

1lover the

‘of happy hop

ling Jﬁi'x,d:-é;{d
e<~of Jight heatts
merry fices, of bands “of pine nrd scprler
. berries of the tall Christ
chrildren’s carnival.’
.. -It. was to eseape_rec oy
- thdt had sent Randolpl’ Bruxton
 less waudereramoig the Ardes
- ory‘is-as ‘remorseless as fate;an
- ture of the Christmas past roge b
blotting “out  tropical” scenery:,
. lant snushine, and .overwhelmi
. nper being 'with : the: blac
+ tion and despair... ... v
.- Hestood upon a platean; which
- “scarcely more.than a ledge, where biig
o emeral?l"mos‘s' was piled a yardithick; o
which the? footsteps. of an.
- not have made-a [sound. He held
flasped hands toward. heaven, and. lift
u8 fuce, ~dark  with. 'suﬂ'-‘i;eni ‘fury,| dn
.-ihough he uttered ho . word it was'as
. be had called down heaven’s direct .
vis adversaryii v o
: ‘then, as he relurned
- steps through the vast solit
himself face to face with 3
* A man- 8o like. himsel for-
., brooding shadow on Randoplly Braxton
- face; the one might-have been faken fug
i the ¢thez. The
~ thenewe

Flas-tﬁre;éjan Lths.
ollectionsi of thek:
es, hut.merp:

efors hip

{nrned £0-

ot‘hel',maﬂ
f'that “forth:}

“The -eyes of the two' mef
_ ner” half-recoiled : with a-loo
..of horror,” then ‘recovered: :himise
+ took 'a “step ~farward, “holding 0

18- feliow 1"

o “Dolph; old
% “Keep back:
.. “fon, hoareely, . “W

Sufun have you herg to tempt
fime, byt the more fooliyou to ave ever.

comed You' might ihave ki own “that
| you ard-I'¢ouldinot 1jeet and; both' live:
: lbrougitiug face to
| -you’ fol?oweu nl‘xe’

i fate here, - Why hive

hered”

L S Lo
|- S Vo-beTeconciled tg you, brother.” | -
- -“Brother.!” repeate the, other withia

t—to - O, “cower ‘and
; tarn pale, fool Lyou, ihave tempted your

{7 “Randolph, “ave- yp mad ? . Listen ,t;o'
HH y .', - » - . f; :4;“'“-- . .'I
. “I listened: to, you, gnee;'to'my Injting,
grief and desolation ;) youy: false tongne.
' shall have no ehance with me again.  Go

T <. (SRS BN L . |
| down upoy vour kieéd and usk heaven

.such & vain prak-
{6kt in your dy-

1 i will givetyou'any <

qoghour? T 40T
K 4 would not mu

dext mé -in cold blood ¥~ 77 T

' “Would I not:?  Ttiis.no’ better ‘than

o

iyou deservé, but my Hte I8 not so desir-
15 in giving youra.
Are.. giou: armed . Pi—

tiable that I feat to - rish
tiebanee for. yours. A
[Take “this. . We "willl tuke. threc - paces
{from, this spot, turn’ dr d~_ﬁx;Le when 1 gif
t pistol and do

=)

Ve
s

. {tracks like the dog yo
todq it Lo

u ‘are if you refuge
LT
1. He had: flung the

eapon at the oth-

than obey that I com-
mand.. o N A o
: ffHeaVen bear witijese that you fo
this,” he -cp

. c

st, 1mperious
A

tion] ' ;;

. The only ‘answer iwhich his brother
otion. hum to his

ied, in great ag ita-

place.; A moment lafer two pistol shot |

Tang sharply out upon- the air, and then

Rapdolph. Braxton'stood’ upon the ledge

alone. The other |lvhd .thrown -up his
‘hands and staggarediback, with a single
groun had fallen—fallen headiong down
‘the’abyss. What wagl the story 1n the
liw’;es} of those two w

ical end?  We will g

-1 DR Lo e .S -
\¥And that is your home, Aglae. What
.will.your friends say. fa r :
Ob, T am afraid 11 |
< Afraid Y’ langhed s
rily. . “My dear, I an
of the house, and yon: are. my- guest,—
aﬁghiis gaid.. On

Whieu:tblat is°said, épos -
that recommendation); my {dear, statrely

old-'papypa  will - welgpme “you cordially,

‘uiamma will take "yon to’ ;hfer' arms, aud:
nobaody will ask any questions. Here we

. il |
are, and welcome to Braxtonia.” ‘

\" Braxtonia itself wds & Virginian fes-
tate ; the ‘house lon; \and! low, by no
‘medng a stately or mposing structure,
‘but roomy ahd comfortabl '
flowing with boliday guests.. . - - L
" “We have. worn' out their patience by
beiug the lalest arrital, I ‘euppose, and
nobody is' on the lodkout for us,” ehid

‘Aglac; springiig down from the carriage, |
‘into the  covered:

- [and feaditg” the wa,
| porch. - “Oh, here is.a sign of life at lnst

.ongi of -our boys, . Justian, - Neal, how’

dare you*? Put me down instant! 248

-+ Atalk vonng fellow coriag out of fhe-
dim’ hall bad caughtijer up a8 be would-

‘havedonew child. . |. . - .
.+ “How do, sis ? - 1ti7s you at'last.” We

g| were about-giving ydu up as one-among

the missing, and $hje governor has se-

1ously reflected  whdther he should ad-

vertise “*Lost -strayed, or- stolen, a little
{browngirl, with a red dress and a hor-
| rible tempar. Marked with- seven. fréeck-
{les onithe end of her hose, with a \ca‘tty
-| propeusity. for - serate

knack of pulling  Hair> 1 inclined to

fortupate youth ‘intg - an , elopement, but
mamma—bless “her jereédalons heart I—
stuck to it stoutly: thiat your affection for
ZErench,a(ndGeomeujgr

‘ ometry - would not permit
you ty tear yourself 4way from the scene

«of 'your enticing' studies, -though, like
the ‘last- rose of summeéry you bloomed:

jftbe‘fe alone, . Oh, if yousinsist/ in that
dignified toz)e,.'-."gom; yéluggo',_ofy -course.
L beg your-friend’s pardon I~ 1 1 oo -
“Mies Talcott] Neal, [Neyer mind my
wild- brother, Tu_stma;- \ His head. 4sn%

‘quite Hovel, but|his heart js'in the right

{ place

3 ~Cy Uy ,\,a.. 2L 1 UL AFg N T e "
Hlaglied "4 imschevious - glance’ at " Neal,'

4 who paid his” campliments. insome coy-

| fusion as:Miss Talcott threw back - her
- vail, and lifted “to 'his_sight the lovliedt
| face he ‘had evér seen. "Ordinarily, he.

.| bad: a hearty contempt” for his. sistér's

ik

[ Boisterous greeting without a thought of |

_ie’f:ba‘(f; sground ; but he reddened :consci-
ouk

erance for once,

.

‘ é‘A{i(l\- that was yom’::, : bﬁéiﬁér,ﬁgﬁaé "
I

eaid Justina,as’she sat in ‘the apartment

whichi the two girls. were to'share joinly,

sometimie " later. of ‘the |day. - “Do  you'

% k.jﬂ%),yy;; T 'hisd. formed: an' idea from'youyr
they were little fellows.!in- jackets, con-
-giderably, younger “than .y

{‘{{ vdd’ mistake, of ‘no moment, .of conrsd

x4[ but atill. T wish I'bad knows.> . |

R"g %’1 )

" “You' would have refused to' come

A AR “ Y

Lindpcement the -prospect o_t,::.tiiux?er@ug

Tt

fch led to this trag-.|
-hack one year and
] S | that you never

_receiving me-f—

ortable, -and over-.

ing, and a happy

gyou “will discover,”-and "Aglad:| stant of intense  silence, then 'the .

-wounan trofted forward and el uy

; . Y. 1oy - . 4 ).
chool-girk iriends, -and had .given  his

th‘ef@light,‘ small’ figure” standing “in the ‘honey.!
i

dusly;ug he made” his "bow :tp_her, ‘aull’{like yer wor her.own.?” .
1 ‘wished he had repressed his boyish exnb-|
NS h . Lo . . ) [

steady fixed gaze in

oW, 1 hid: formed: an idea from:yonr |iget up, that's a good creature?”
imanner of speaking of “our *hoys,” that|
ourxelf 2 -An | words ;: a stupid blank crossed
tenance, then she'got apon he

I . ". - - K ‘ "V',r_ N - i»,"«v ”".’.
Jhome with me, and || -had »seb - my heabt

on that. “And I realty had .no tention.

‘to deceive at ﬁr,st.ff}We! are always.teas:

ing each gther herejand I myke'it a.mat-
teraf duty to patronizd the boys, just as
they presist-in’ treating ‘me hikelaw over-
rrown baby; instead bf a,-mature young |-

lady. of eighteen, who' will “grqdii;iﬁe{;vgith:. —

1. -“Brotl | honois-at the closejof fhe. term.. It w3
Jbitter Sueer.” “For end year 1 have owned'|

no-brother. - My litel }i 1s.but one tmpulse-

bt left-—to take. revengel ‘ '

anly after you refuspd ay.inyitation from
Virginia Reis, wheti ‘she - held_qht"ias an

flirtations, that I discovercd your eifor,

and| conceived the lnmods idéajof kesp-

inglyouwin the durk. - Now, don’t lbok &0
woerbegone, please;jor I:.will - néver have

ourage to' complete’ my . confsssion.]
all yotir fault if L'have con e,gé'éﬁa'-.‘
ed-ta ‘ways that are:dark”and trieks:that:
are’ qiot vain!  You are siich u shy/- timid

thing. afraid of: your own Ehadow I verily

beileve.  You seemed so;:averseito meet:
ing.strangers-taat I spoke of our.¢kpeot-

-1 Ing guests as.. a few frignds,” whigh  was
‘| the truth. It
ally packed from top.t

It is that “the. house i liter- |
bottom;.and we’|
aje_for the next

88,3t DBruxtonia

will have an animated.:

month, or this* Christr

will differ very much from. all preceding.

it . Now, yon may.scold;if -you-likey:hut,

|itistoo late. to help. yourselt or, disap-

Pbi"t me‘ L BT B R ‘! . N
Miss Talcott did not.:avail - herself-ofi|-
the  permission given; but thire|was

| troubled lgok upon her fate whioli:.gave
-Aglae a thrill of compungtiop. | |

- ““What an.odd girl ‘you:are, .J u";t;iﬁ; l”
she broke out presently., “A misnnthrope

.what-will you be by and:by ? ' I won |
der what any ‘man’. ever-did to you_to
youdo?* .~ i . . ’ o
- Justina’s gray eyes dilated wlith“an ex- |
pression which locked ,likégsudd‘en,j terror,
acd she sflive_red;int-;t,hg-»mellow warmth |
of theroom, - /"7 . 1} 7
-, “I'begin to realize. that I was |chilled:
through with ‘our ride,” she said. [“What.
makes you think 'that I do hatL
Aglae P BT R S
‘O, everything in. getieral and noth-
ing .in particular; - Mainly, I -suppose,
! r have & word to gay on the.
subject of lovers, like all; the Test of us,

-and even that surlyvold..Graybeard of a|
O Lo~ | | German professor ‘sets you .all atremble
glac “Bra.x ton mer-

sthe-only danghter |

if he comes on you suddeuly.  You poor
little timid dove ! how “are. you -ever go-
ing to fight out the battje'of life alone; 1
should like to know ?° You will have.o
fall in -with my plan, if only in obedience

 to the law of self-preservation.”;

“Your plan ?” questioned Justina, -

“Such retiring innocence would neter
suspeet 1 had & ‘plan if I didn’t'tell her
outright.  Well, never mind ; wait until
you see Dolph | He.is the one. perfect
idol for my . adoration, -is. ‘my - brother
‘Dolph. Nealis &' rattlepate, but Dolph
is an angel! There is an_ exception to
every rule, and you have my free permis-
gion to hate all gcrieat"ed men. 1f you only.
make him the exeeption.” . - - -
(*Aglas!” aghast. - “Oh,. Aglae, Iam
sorry, sorry that| 1] ever came. IWhabever
comes of it, don't iblame me.” -+ ..
" +Silly child ! There gan nothing come
of iv except what we would all iwish, and |-
if not that there will be .no harm done,
rest gssured. . Come. in V" There wasa’

| tup at the door, and at-her comimand a

tall, gaunt old negro woman! made.her
appearauce i; 7 . ‘f‘ Py
. "Oh, you are Samantha, I suppose,”
said Aglae. afrer. '8° womentary- stare.—
“You gee; Justina, my, own little maid of
old has married atid left s since the last |
vacation,but I don’t feel the lods so much
since a.sojourn a} Madame ' Joliet’s has
drilled me into waiting upon wyself.. You:
may nupack onr frunks, -Samanth, - Let.
me see ; what shall I weéar to-night.?” -

~“De big trunk, |honey 77 asked the wo-
man, advancing to:take the key. . “Oh
massiful sakes:!” | .- G0

Aglae looked at her wonderingly. - She

| was staring with eyes and mouth open, as

if in unbelieving. asﬁoniéh:g}ein‘t,,g af. the,
still little figure crouched in an'easy chair.
before the Learth, Miss.Talcott was.Jook-
1ag strpight before : ber -into .the leaping

'| bluze, but every vestage of color had gone
‘euddenly out of ‘ihér . face, leaving it ad

emotionless almost as “perfect as.if cut’
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tirom Carara stode.” . There. was an ‘i<

black

her
kneés. Len v iy
s« ¢“Misg Crecy ! ‘Bress de dear Lord,
how| you come: liere, . chile P! “Now . de’

good Lord fet ole Say lay. down and:die,| '
comfo’tble and.- contentious,
See dut (5w (

since  she
more. ; Nebber
ebber 1” Miss ' Crecy,
1 Hain’s yo got jé&) obe word for
de gle ’pmen. what nussod Ve and Jubs ye

gweet” fude omes

¢

tought [to. do it, n

TS kel with
e nio thispleading

o

. dusti

face before her. ||

., “What, does. the woman mean? T sup=

pose, Aglae, the gpw::gsﬁii;‘g" takes me for.
§

some former mi

stress: of: her fown,
‘The , woman’s. mouth  opened,
flésh in the eyes ‘of the girl 8

go Epr ! tif

» ¢ fect again, | pu
slowly, """ . 4 ‘ v

e

“Axes yer. pardon,

vice ' hrilling WAL - indisna.
rwood gave me thefollowing * -

Neul, bis ¥
tion,: ®N

it, Cought you was vy
nno what put: it in dis|yer;
ddie to make such & inis- o AR
IR S TURER S T :"{wl'a;:{t»t:ol-'-}m'u\.v"mwlré‘E of.this
ncl +who'*has been - tarniy
your:heads, writo there,” he- sui
e an-addfess,- ‘I-adviseSyon
sehief she mukes ig
| ot among’ her viey
dow’t care to s:e iy friendy’ y
Lthough:I'm not the sort. to hu
wmun down,” - ¥ |
I wouldn’t -admit - to
pected her,.and: to-duy- Without kiowing -
himI'saw that ‘man at chureh:
her, with a look- that-n
‘knock him down. ' Afterward . I fol
him, meaning to_ acc
heard his stor
She'is a-wile adventn
living—that man. . .
. “That man® gnd-
were|facing each .other. .
bronght-h
I her silken

_ suré - that you'do
1gting P asked Aglae, iodv
s, Nebber fsged ber afore
I reiterated” Sprantha, |
th' grimly “over! the' words
ently nboub by task: - And
pld- not get:ovér'the thought
d been :al mataal recogny-,
¢ was not. of asuspicious.
0 let the matfer drop out of
a8 @ thing. of -no ‘consequene
- .For 4'day jor :twa’; Misg: Tuleots.,
e guests: at, Braxtouta very.
med to-shriak ‘from. no-
‘ onstrainéd ; then
ly “the ; timidity gave: way to &
captivating grace, 'she was.meta-.
mpereeptibility into ay. akch;
cinating little beauty,whose,
flaniible masch.

]! are really enchantres

o'doit-be- -
irretrieva.
img, but I
victimized,
t.to huntany. wo- -
did " write, though -
“myself-that'I sns.

-nebber i fure the m
tihg LieF mo ble. T am|
{and going si
yet Aglhe co
that thdre by
tion ;" Hut st
natarelinnd s
‘her mipd-as

watching
4'day t-made-me-long to -
gled amonyg ¢

shiyly ; lshe sge

L ¢ spemed accomplish - my, desidfs, . . -
‘tice, wasdquiet and - et

¥, and brought him hére— "'

with q'fhdéﬁaﬁ?"“" |
morphgsed i

{epuklipg, fis
flancey and

line héarts afice, . "
: ‘&.haiv‘;.pi;t.tbmpza
she said . to 'her friend, :
strong'{enon
love sopiety’

he "“idventiiress”.
Suddenly shé
epshaud fromy amid the fuldsiof - |
igd’ something -,
im, her’ -

miles get iu
her silken, dregs, and, cary
to her _m.ouyl,‘f‘x 3 then,;look
eyes tull of-a desperate
- “You  will' neverto
she said. .

| b . 0
tion before mre,”
“and:: L am not.
gh..to “withstand 1t. . ]
S0 e, and’. this, scems
limpse of Parudise.”” The sneech,
dnded i o sigh,
repeated . Aplael .
we have gro wo-all.of alsud-.
long ago, 1f.I may .veyture
iss Justina “Talcott; not yet
from - boarding-sehioot- thril:-
i the “joys' of ‘society 2" I -
ife,.. Did you not know I was:
ciety 2. But that. was befureI |
d 1.do nor often spesk of:it.”
eserve in her tone’,forbade
questionii:g,.and -Aglue . reméber.
] that she Thad: worn mourning when
she  entered|. Madame  Joilet’s
ment gne year. before, . -
e thisconversation
¢ frieuds’ apartment, another| was
‘below stairs,- of - which - Miss-
_ the interested subject,. | > =
_*Dolph, old fellow 1 Neal Braxtpn
{1aid Wis hand upon nis brothér’s shouls’
der, a3 they chanced to meet quite dlone
in the smokin 2
doneYor in the sume way ?”. . |
“[ fail to understand you, Neal” |, -
- “OH, yes'; we generally fail to nnder-
stand |where we haven’t the desire to do
go." But believe mie; it will be better to
plainly-and aet fairly now. There
bas pever been a harsh. thought between-
{us yet, Delph ; let’s make a compact
here and now-that "thére never. shall be.
I am:dead in love with the little Talcott,
Shall it 'be:a fair field | and
no fuvor,'each for himself and neither to:
ciuntil Christmas-Day; and then no
hard feelings over the result P .
~The brothers’ hands met and were
clasped over that -compact, and though
:Neal rattled off his hopes and fears, Ran--
dolph|said not a word, - His naturg was
one with intense depths; he had -capac-
ities for good or for “evil, yet unfathomed
| and ‘unguspected even' by himself. | Hig
1’'s ‘'words grated hard upon his
- dnper!sensitive ear. ~ “Dead n love,” and
his passion was -an adoration too sacred.
reathed ingdle words..
1stmas-day ! A royal  Chris
d.in' ermine, ‘adarned  with -géni:
that '!sparkfed'f*wi'th*iridéscehﬁ"*x‘a_v‘l,"
other|words, fresh;snowfall, and 1pie
glitteking in the sun. " Just as, ev
fell, Dolph found hisopportunity, and j
a burst of impassioned -eluquence 'such
d never passed hig lips- before his
storywagtold. . - - 4 ol
" %You love ‘me

reare’ me agiin,”
,;'fl)nlpl;=l”§ Aier. face :and- “voice ;.o
a8 she tarned :tu-tim: “Blesg
| yeu'foy. the love which “would ; have blest’
1ot an inevitable ., barrier been .,
n.us. - I dare to tell .y 8,
thit I hive cheated - him.
poison, which:T have carri
for two.years in
“f ment.”? T T T P P
"What followed was .always liké some,
vague, horrible dream "in Randlph Braz<
ton’s memory { &’ confusion of frightful
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