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THE GUILLOTINE,

There is a common question, which we
hope few of our readers may have to
consider from a practical g;l.nt of view,
as the pleasantest mode of being exccut-
ed. Is hnngix:ig, or heheading, or poison-
ing, the least disagreeable? Tow long o
time shonld elapse between the scntence
and the infliction of the penalty? When
the time comes, would we rather suffer
before breakfast, or at midday, in public
or in private? The good old Flun was to
get as much amusement out of a rison-
er.a8 possible ; he was soot: relieved from
suspense, that the public impatience might
not have time to cool; he made a long

rocession throngh the streets -at the

our when his friends could attend with
the greatest comvenience; he had full
liberty to make o dying specch for the
amusement of a numerous andience; and
sometimes it was found so hard to part
from the pleasing object that his body
was bung in chains to afford an instruct-
ive spectacle after hisdeath, The French
managed to extract some additional satis-
faction from the proceeding by using
slow methods for the infliction of death ;
and a case is recorded where o wretched
criminal survived for tweoty-two hours
oun the wheel. In sbort our.thick-skin-
ned ancestors thoroughly enjoyed the
whole proceeding, and regarded it a8 a
kind of dramatic entertainment, com-
bining, as the advertisements ex{nress it,
instruction with amnsement. We have
grown so tender-hearted or 8v sqeamish
nowadays that we try to keep the whole
affair a3 mach as possible n the dark.
If capital punishment is still o nccessity,
we seek to withdraw it in every way from
public attention. The prescat system
would reach its ultimate perfection if a
plan were adopted which we have some-
times heard advocated, and criminals were
entirely withdrawn from public notice
on the instant of their condemnation.
After sentence had been prononneed, and
the doors of the Court had closed upon
them, they would never again be visible
to human cyes, except to the two or three

rsons intrusted with the dnty of usher-
ing them ot of the world. The mystery
which would rest over all the details of
their fate would perhaps be more impress-
ive than the most elaborate display, and
even criminals might feel a greater horror
at sinking, as it were, suddenly into utter
darkness than once more appearing to
play a conspicnous part before the eyes of
their fellow-creatures.
This pitch of perfection has not yet
been attained; and M. Maxime Du Camp
gives a curious account, in the last num-
ber of the Révue des Denx Mondes, of the

and

espatch. The efficiency of the
machine, for exnmple, depends entirely
on a modification supFlied by a Dr. Louis,
who made the edge of the Enife oblique
instend of horizontal ; and who, like other
improvera nearly got the whole credit of
the invention, which for some time was
called a Louisive. We nevg not speak of
other refinements ; but it is unpleasant to
discover that a good deal depends upon
the skill and coolness of the executioner,
—more, it would appear, than in the case
of the English bangman, He has with
one hand to hold down the criminal, who
sometimes struggles, and generally %::ts
ont of the proper attitude; be then has
to turn the proper screws, and afterwards
by a single pressure of the hand to send
the body down an in.lined plane to the
basket. Two assistants hold the sufferer
by the head and keepdown his legs; and,
as M. Du Camp remarks, unless they per-
form their duty a simullaneils érveprocha-

and d

ble the gravest inconveniences might re-

as we presume to the qualificationsof the,
He is not only-a man of colossal |
strength, snd clad in biack garments of |
elaborate neatness ; but he is an inventor, !
and has conferred many advantages on !
the condemned by nmeliorations 1n his
instrument. He is 80 gensitive that he i3
generally ill for days after an execution ;
and M. Du Camp complains that consider-
ing bis qulifications, e is miserably paid.
He receives only four thouzand fruncs o
year, besides an allowance of nine thous-
and francs for supplying the necessary
materinla. He has the charge, it seems,
of seven departments; but, considering
that there have only been fifty-seven ex-
ecutions ir Paris in the last forty years,
we do not see that the malary is so bad.
1t ig, however, rather difficult to discover
any satisfactory mode of determining the
valne of such services Adam Smith has
pnssage on this subject which is not al-
together without some grim fun in it:
“The most detestable of all employments,
that of public executioner, is, in propor-
tion to the quantity of work done, better
paid than any common trade whatever.”
We must now return to the criminal.
The authorities enter his room in the
early morning, takingfinfinite precautions
not to disturb his sleep by turning the
key abruptly. They then ronse him to
tell him that the hour is come. Fromthe
time of wanking him to the moment of
his execution takes half an hour. This
includes his interview with the priest, a

sult. It appears, however, that & is has;
never been the case of late years, owing, : cot
all.

chief performer. !

rather prolonged eeremony of taking off
1 Yquing on his stmi_t-wnigteoat, cut-
ting his bair and conducting him through
various passages; and M. Dn Camp sug-.
csts that by certain easy simplifications ‘
it might be reduced to half the time; so

mode in which they do these things in
France. We will endeavor to give a short
summary of his paper by way of 1llustral-
ing the present stage of the art of execu-!
tion. We will first consider the treat- ‘
ment of the criminal during the last days |
of his life. Dirvetly after his condema-:
tion he is stripped naked, every fragment |
of his clothing being carcfully removed |
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Chlldhood Land.

There is a beautifal, far-off land
Lying in sunlit seas;

But never a ship to that magie strand
Was walled by fitful breeze.

For where her radinnt shores unfold,
Night stretches her purple bar,

And fastens it in with her gntes of guld,
AnH guards it with scatry star

Over the fathomless summer skies,
Snowy clouds come and go ;

Thro' every valley that dreaming lics,
Musical riversflow.

Mountain and forest, and glen, and giade,
By the soft south wind fanned ;

Birds and blossoms that never fads,
Brighten the fairy land.

Every vanished forgotten day
Scatters its sunshine there ;
Buds unfolding that passed sway,
Are living more fresh and fair.
Loving decds that the hands have done—
Sheaves of life's ripened gmin ;
Work unfinished that souls begun,
Made perfect, there Live again.

Men have sought it for weary years,
Yet nc'er to their yearning eyes

The glow of the mystic light appears,
‘Where the land of the beautiful lies.

Yet all have wandered its br’ght vales thro'.
In the quiet of peaceful hours ;

Each heart the calm of its joy once knew,
And the sweet of its deathless flowers.

But honr by hour from the hidden shore,
Our feet bave joorneying gone ;

And days that have faded can know no more
The light of its tender dawn.

Yet we may find in the great somewhere,
Ita stretches of pearl-white strand ;

The bloom and beauty that, dwelling there,
Makes Heaven the Childhood Lamb.,
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ver shouldn’t

~To make s man & drunkard, give
hinr:s wifs who will scold him every time

for fear of his anticipating the action of
the law. He is then dressed in the u?nl
rison costnme, with the exception of a
ankerchief and a cravat, which might
be convenient for sncidal purposes, Final-
Iy, he is put into a strait-waistcoat, which |
makes him totally incapable of usingl
deadly instroments, even if he wighed it, |
or of helping himself in any way. He is!
constantly in presenee of a gnard, and of !
a fellow-prisoner ready to act as a spy.
The criminal thus treated is, a8 we are
not surprised to hear generally reduced
toa state of profound depression. He
generally refuses, at first, even to ive the
recessary powers for the appeal admitted
by Freuch law, and almost invariabl
gives way afterwards by the advice of his
counsel and the directors of the prison.
Meanwhile he is allowed to amuse himself
according to his fancy, so far as that ex-
ression i8 applicable to & man in & con-
Semnnd cell confined with a strait-waist-
coat, and with no cot:rnn‘y but a spy and
his jailers. The period of suspense gen-
erally breaks down the courage of the
most brutal criminals. They listen to the
exhortations of a venerable priest whose
duty it is to sttend mpon such cases.
They often try to read, and, according, to
M. 6nCnmp, the favorite author of these
unbappy wretches is Fenimore Cooper.
The reason suggested by him is that Coop-
er leads them juto o world of adventure,
far removed from Euro;aun law, where
killing is considered to a creditable
occupation. We have some doubts a3 to
the soundness of this hypothesis; the
literary tast of murderers 18 not likely, a8
a rule, to be highly caltivated; aud we
ghould imagine that Cooper is probably
suggested by the priest or the prison au-
thorities as o tolerably amusing novelist,
who has not a single passage which could
do any human being any harm even if he
was in the immedinte expectation of death.
However, we are not surprised to hear
that murderers generally fuil, to become
absorbed in the adventuresof the Leather
Stocking and “his companione. The
guardiang, we are told, are kind enough
to try to distract their nttention ; but t%)e
poor wretch whose day of execution is
not fixed, is natumll{ a prey to nervous
irritation, trembles when any one enters
his room, and is often haunted by an im-
aginary sounds like the knocking of a
hammer,, This, it is eaid, frequcntly
amonnts to physical enflering. The posi-
tion must be unpleatant enongh under
all circumstances, but the uncertainty as
to the day of execation seems to cdd_an
unnecessary pang. If the court decides
ingt the appesl, s memorial is sent to
e Emperor; and, should he see no rea-
son for commuting the penalty, orders are
at once sent to the various officials con-
cerned to proceed instantly to execu-
tion.
And here wé must eay o few words np-
on the guillotine iteelf, whose inventor,
by the way, did not (as has often been
asserted) die by his own creation, but ex-
pired peaceably in 1814, at the age of
seventy-three. M. Du Camp dwells
elaborately upon all the details of the
machinery, which require more careful
adsptation and more Sim ful management
than we had imagined. It is by nomesns
80 simple a thing a8 it seems ot first aight

kg gemeq bgms,

to cut off s buman head with accuracy

quarter.

that & man might be asleep s the hour|

strock 8 ba withant hij . the |
warter. hatwfiﬂt Of‘{]hsu hre{d r’l&ingo,j

however, which takes plaoe within view of |
the public is expeditions enough. The
trying moment is that at w ich the
guillotine, which is painted a dill red
color, first becomes visible, and it is ‘then
that the criminal trieg often in vuin, to
race himself with a view to dying game |
and leaving o creditable name among his
companions. Characteristically, too, it
is in these moments that they try to re-
call the mot, carcfully prepared before-
hand, with which they are to take leave
of the world. “Adien, enfants de lu
FPrance,” wad_the cxclamption of one
Avinain, “n’avonez jamais; clest ce qui
m's perdul” Another man at this mo-

i ment asked the name of an assistant who

had been kind to him, in order that he
might preserve it in his memory. But
the scaffold is close to the prison; and
according to an sccurate observation in
one instance, only fourteen seconds elaps-
ed between the time at which the prison-
er put his foot on the scaffold and that at
which his head fell'into the basket. The
scene may be hideons enongh, but it is
commendably short.

The logical neatness of the French or-

nization seems rather to fail in this
instance. The execution is public, but
the greatest care is taken that as few peo-
ple as possible shall see jt. The time 1s
not known, except to the few enthusiasts
who watch till they see the scaffold erect-
ed on the night before the event. Great
care is taken to treat the eriminal kindly,
especially in the rather doubtful matter of
getting the business over og soon 88 he is}
out of bed; 3’ct he has all the misery of
guspense, and, moreover, of suspense in a
straight-waistcoast.  So  few criminals
manage to kill themselves under our ays-
tem, and it is so ve little Joss to the
world when they do, that one might have
thought that this regulation might be
relaxed, for it certainly seems to beun
unnecessary aggravation of torture. If

the execntion was in private, as is now the
case in England, as well as in the greater
part of America and Germauy, the prison- |
er might have the melancholy satisfaction ®
of knowing beforchand how long he was:
to live. The interests, however, of the
prisoncr sre_of comparatively littlé im-
porfance. Nobody can look forward to
the guillotine without counsiderable re-
luctance, and whether the daya are & little
more or & little less nnpleasant is not of
very material conscquence. Bat it is a
more curions question whether this grow-
ing dsigust ot the publicity of executions
doas not forshadow the entire abolition of
capital punishment. Traupmann has
probably done o good deal to preserve the
vitality of the nillotine, but the number
of persons guillotined steadily declines;
in the five years ending in 1860 therc
were twice o8 many as in the five years
ending in 1865,and it is slmost necessary
to murder a whole family in cold blood
to get rid of “extenuating circnmstance.”
We cannot bear fo-have a deed perform-
ed in public which a few generations 5go
was considercd to be & biﬁhly moral and
entertaining spectacle. May we not be-
come go sepsitive in 8 generation or two
more as not to bear 1t8 being done in
private ? The French are so tender to
the criminal that they only give him half
an bour of certain anticipation of death,
and M. Da Camp tries to show that the
time might be reduced to half. The next
atep would be to cut off his head before
he is awake; and when thot consumma-
tion is reached, perhapsit may be tbought
improper to put an end to him at all. It

Damiens was slowly tortared to death by

the most revolting process st the Greve,
and a highly Bolished English gentleman
went over to Puris expressly to see it done
We now take paina to reduce every extrn

minnte of expectation for a far more ex- | Mark rings a bell, and refnses to go on

ecrable villain, and try to cheat anybod
brutal enough to desire to see his dent{x
of the anticipated treat. Shall we be-
come too tender-hearted to kil anybody,
or will punishment be inflicted in so in-
offensive a manner that we shall gradual-
1y become reconciled to it P—a question
too intricate to be discussed at the present
moment.
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Mose Skinner’s Silver Wcddidg.

1t being just twenty-five years sinee my
first wife died, I thought I couldn’t better
celebrate the event than b'y having a
nd silver wedding. Alus? twenty-five
rief summers, and it seems but day be-
fore yesterday, since I retnrned from  her
funeral an altercd man, and told the un-
dertaker to call round for his pay in the

The great trouble in silver weddings is
that you aré apt to get two or three pres-
ents alike, but I flatter mysclf that I fixed
‘em here. In the flrst place. Mrs, Skinner
and [ looked over our stock of silverware
to sece what we were out of, and found
that we could take about twenty-five
sqnare presents without getting bilious;
and then we invited a few children, in
reference to nut-crackers, butter-knives,
and other small fry. I issued my invita-
tions two weeks beforehand, to give every-
body a chance to buy a present, and in
addition hinted in o delicate manner what
I should like each one to bring.

So the the invitations read very much
like this:

MES. CHARITY POLFATBOTTOM AND HUS-
BAND,
You are both asxked
To Mr. and Mrs. Mose Skinner's Silver
Wedding,
January 17th.
*_*Please bring silver castor, with extra
mustard-jug.
MES. JOANN BEEZUM AND HUSDAND,
You are both axked

To Mr.and Mrs. Mose Skinuer's Silver
Wedding,
January 17th.
* *We cherish fond?)opes in your direc-
tion in reference to a silver tespot.

Ou the back of cach invitstion was a
neat gilt seroll enclosing the words
«Please avoid dollar “stores.”

To eay the affiir was a erccess would
be defranding  theZdictionary. 1 have
looked that venerable pamphlet through,
but fuil to find a Woni thut meets the
case. Nothing short of seven syllubles
and a French roof will do, so I give it up.

On the arrfval of the guests, I took
charge of the presents with as much emo-
tion ns the value of the present called for.
A silver nenknife, | neseiped with athask-
y tremor in my voice. While an elegant
silver teapot caused me to entirely break
down with emotion ; but I recovered, and
went through the trying ordeal with un-
flinching bravery. ~ Those that didn’t
bring presents were told that we were not
at home, which of course made the gath-
ering more select. We received some very
fine presents, including a share in a sil-
ver mine, a lock of grauy hair streaked
with silver, some silrer tones from a
maiden's voice, a silver beam from the
moon, and some castor il made from a
silver castor.

Then my wife and I stood up and re-
ceived the silver-tongued congratulations
of our guests on our lmpRy married life.

But I didn’t need 'em.  No, [ should sy
not. When I sre o man utterly crushed
in spirit and baldheaded at the prematore
age of fifty, with a black eye constantly
on hand, and a wife who ia ready to fuor-
pish him with more black eyes at the
lowest market price, I pause ere I cou-
gratulate him ou matrimonial bliss. Not
that I wonld inginute that Mrs. Skinner
is not as gentle as a dove in the olive-
branch business. Not at all. [ simply
gay that in a case like this, I should prob-
ably pause to the extent of two scmicol-
ons and a comma, ere I congmtulated
him.
Auctions in South Germany.

An auction is an odd sight, but_ the
dawdling progress of the business, and the
time that is losty would drive sny other
people wild.  There are no catulogues,
and the lots are brought forward almost
at hazard.  If the sale takes place on ac-
connt of a death, every-thing is sold, not
only the wearing apparcl, but all the old
rubbish, the contents of the rag bag—ev-
ersthing, I have sven the ladies try the
size of n pair of old shoes, and then have
an avimated bidding for them. I have
seen a disconsolate widow in comfortable
circomstances bring forward the dear de-
parted’s old gloves and eravats, with the
creases of Jong wear in them—agye, and
expatiate on their worth, and run them
up when the bidding was slack—and  re-

spectable persous would buy them.
Although the things are svld without
any arrangement, there is o kind of order
observed.  The Kitchen utensils go firdt,
then the linen and clothes, and then the !
furniture—and it is all done in one room.
They pick out the largest in the suite to
hold the company, so one must go an
hour beforehund to get a seat near the ta-
ble, which is placed before the door of an
inner room, and forms a barricade for the
auctioncer and two clerks.  Within are
the family, and all the things which are
to be sol-‘ﬁ I'hese are brought forward as
they come to hand, aud then carefully
inspected by the assembly, who go on bid-
ding kreutzers till they arrive ut sixty,
which makes a gulden. After that, you
bid groschens or three kreutzers, and
then one often gets into a terrible puzzle
as to what sum one is really offering. The
auctioneer, it is true, helps his costomers
by adding the number of guldens occus-
ionally, but fancy him bidding fifty-three
threcpences! At about five or six guldens,
one bezins to bid by stretch—a stretch
being the quarter of a gulden. When
you Eave bought an article it is handed
over to you, and be it china or & eauce-
pan, you must dispose of it ns you can,
on your lap or under your chair; no one
bot yourself is responsible for it now, and
as it i8 not ticketed, your only security is

is not much over & bundred years since

4
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to keep it by your side. Strapgers arc on
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this acconnt expected to pay money down
and then they may walk off with their
purchases ; but all this takes up a great
deal of time, and canses much ‘confusion
and noise. Kvery now and then the old

unless the assemblage is silent.

It is de riguenr for the ladica of the
family to be present at the sale. They
must bring forward the things themselves

int ont their merits, and run them up.

o good honse-keeper must neglect any
of these duties. I cannot say what their
servants are doing—they are not seen;
the ladies are the ac.ive agents. Accord-
ing to this system it takes two or three
days to scll what an actioneer with ns
would knocked off in us many hours.

We cannot understand this selling in
such a pdblic pianner the very clothea of
the dead—the slippers, the morning gown
which had almost taken the fathers

form, gurments which from long wear
and many associations, seem o part of the
lost one ; we could not expose the cap,
which may have been worn in the lust
Jdays of health, or was made by fingers
which will never agzain clasp ours, We
are not a sentimental nation: we do not
deal in long-winded anaylysis of our feel-
ing ; yeb such scenes ns I have been de-
scribing would seem a desecration to us.

The most constant attendants at these

auctions are young ladics about to be
married.” Itis the wife who furnishes the

house and provides the linen ; so as soon
as o girl is engaged, she and her mother
begin to buy furniture, and makes sheets
and table-clotFea. It is extraordinary
what immense stocks of linen aud under-
clothing are considered necessary ; dozens
upon duzens of every article. 1t is reall
a large sum lying dead, a capital which
brings no interest; but it is the pride of a
real Licrman woman’s heart to look at her
cnumbrous closets piled np with five linen,
which scldom sces the light except to be
bleached, and to be able to eay “I only
have a wash ouce in six months."—Socie-
ty in the Schwarzieald.
_— - > -

“¥Fetch On Your Rots!?

Adam Bepler keeps a tavern in Allegh-
ny. Qne rainy glvomy evening recently
when Adam aas in rather a gloomy hum-
or, a stranger presented himself about
bed time, and asked to stay all night.

“Certainly” snid Adam, eyeing the rath-
er seedy Jooking stranger. ~ *1f you take
breakfust, it will cost you one dollar.”

“But I have no money,” said the man
I am dead broke, but 1if you will trust
me.

“Ab " said Mr. Bepler. I don,t like that
kind of customer. I could fill mine
house every night mit dat kind, but dat
won't hcl,p run dis house.”

“Well,” said the stranger, after a pause
“have you got any rats here ¥”

“Yes.” replied Adam, “yon'd better be-
ficve we nave,  WhY, tiy’ place 18 wusy
mit dem.”

“Wall,” rejoined the man, “T'll tell you
what I'll do. If you let me have lodging
and breakfast, I’ kill all the ruts to-mor-
row,

“Done,” said Bepler, who had been
long desperately annoyed by the number
of old Norways that infested his premises.

Ko the atranger, a guunt, sallow, mel-
oncholy Jooking man, was shown to bed,
and no doubt had a good sleep. After
breakfast next morning, Mr. Bepler  togk
occasion in a very gentle manner to re-
mind his guest of the contract of the pre-
vious night.

“What' kill your rats! certainly,” said
the meloncholy strunger. “ Where are

—~—r———
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"thix%y"\ ‘Swallows o Hat
A New Drleans householder, disturbed

by an aged darkeywhe each day seated
himself on her ‘porch and went to gleepin
the. sun, .with uptarned bead, ogen
mouth and prodigions snore, ’concladed
she would try an riment. For this
purpose she procured o emall piece of icd
and dropped it into the hugle orifice that
served as Sambo’s mouth,: It disappeared
like o shot, and, “with ' a; co

snort,- Bambo started to his fee "‘Ugh!l';

‘he 'cri‘cd;‘&g the. ice gent  violent ¢thril

through bis stomach. “What dis?” snd’
his fingers clutehed nervously theafflcted
parts.  Just then gome one -cried out in
the house that s big rat had run down
“Uncle Sam’s throat’” This added terror
to his pain bo_rolled on the- banquetto
and cried tustily” for help. “Fore God,
missus, he’s gnawing outn me, I fecls
him, Oh. golly, he’s kilPn me,” and: the
whites of the darkey’s eyes protruded like
saucers, aud the convalsed and anguished
face showed that real pain was strouogly
enhanced by his imaginary terror. “6h,
golly, how he do jump and kick about,”
and Sambo ug;niu gave himseif up to a
paroxysm of lamentation. “Drink warm
water, Uncle Sam, and drown him,” the
lady suggested. Without o moment’s hes-
itation Sam started for the water plug.
He turned on the crank snd the warter
started. Sam glued his lips to the nozzle
until his sides were puffed out like an in-
flated balloon. “Ilow do you feel now,
Uncle Sam ?” the 1ady inquired. as Sam
staggered back to his seat. I guess he's
drowned, missus; but here.s.what’s troub-
ling dis chile, how’s dat rat gwine to get
out'n dare?”
- W
Female Highway Robbery.

Oue Major Milligan, who has just writ-
ten u book cntitled * Wild Life among
the Koords,” gives a ainfaily minute ar-
gument intended to demonstrate that the
garden of Eden corresponded with the
high p'atesn of America !

Of the Koords his account is véry un-
favorable. The kind of highway robbery
practiced by the women og the country
appears to have particularly irritated him.
He says, “the culprits«—tge brigands in
this case, are young women, who get out
on plandering pursuits, in order to turn
adishonest panny. A troop of fair bri-
zands take up a station at the river, there
particularly, to await for the awrival of
the doomed tfaveler. As soon as the vi-
dettes announced hia approach, the fair
troops start off to meet him, welcoming
him with dances and with fiery glances it
is impossible fer him to withstand. He is
compelled to stop, as a matter of course,
and the fairniaids then request him ‘to
alight from his horse.

No sooner has the bewildered victim,
unconsciouns of his fate, put his foot on
the grouud thun he finds himself at close

\lunnwxa Wil LUT wauio ‘Ivlqlt Tt
atoly ha i atripped of all that he has on
his “back, and is left in that primitive
state in which Adam was ot one time.”
—_— -

The French Kissing Custom.

The French, with all their faults, are
gencrally supposed to be a people of
taste, but there is one practice prevalent
among them whioh refates their claim to
be so regarded.

The men have an absurd custom of
kissing cach other on various occasions. -

A political favorite is forced to submit his
face to the not over delicate osculations
of his demonstrative constitwents ; and a
correspondent of the London Timee late-

they the thickest?”

“Dey are patty dick in de barnyard,”
answered Adam. :

“Well, let's go there,” said the stranger.
“But stop! 1lave you gut a piece of hoop
iron ¥” : .

A picce about fificen fuet long was
brought to the stranger, who examined it
carefully from one end to the other. Ex-
pressing himself  entircly eatisfied at
length with its length and strength, he

roceedad to the barn, accompanied by

{r. Bepler, and quite a number of idlers
who were anxions to see in what mgnner
the great rat killer wus going to work.
Arriving there, thestranger looked around
a little, and then placing his back firmly
against the barn door, raised his weapou.
«Now,”gaid he to Adam, “I am ready.
“Fetch on your rats.”

How the scene terminated we are not
preciscly informed. It is said that, nl-
though no rats answered the appeal of the
strauger, Mr. Bepler began to smell Yats
pretty strongly at this juncture, avd be-
came very angsy. One thing is certain,
and thatig, that the new bourder was not
at Adam’s table for dinner, nor for any
subsequent meal, Ie bud suddenly re-
solved to depart probably to pursue his
avocation of rat killer in otherquarters.

The use of the Pen. )

The Latin rhetorician, Quintilian de-
clares that the penis the best instructor
in the art speaking. Not less true is it
that the use of the pen condnces most ef-
fectually to the general cultore of the
mind. “Fhere is more real esercize of
thonght in one hour’s composing than in
a day,s reading.  Besides, the pen com-
pels you to nuderstand what you study,
for you cannot express what is not intel-
ligible to yourself. The pen alio exacts
arrangement and introduces order. In-
deed, what we read is hardly onr own un-
til we have given it utteranee in our own
language. 'To utter in writing what we
have read is the only sure way of sppro-
priating it :

T —— . A —

A FipLr.—A yonung mau once picked
up o sovercign lying in the rond. Ever
afterwards, as he walked ulong:3 he kept
his cyes, steadily fixed upon t round,

in the hopo of finding another, nd in
the course of o long life, he did pick up,
st different times, & good amount of go d
and silver. But all theso days as he was
looking for them, he saw not that the
heaven was bright above him and nature
was beautiful aronnd. He never once al-
Jowed his eyes to look up from the mu
and filth in which he sought the treagure,
and when hedied a rich old man, he:(x;‘l‘s
knew this fair earth of ours. a dirty
to pick up money a8 you wn]k along.

- 1

A
—Spontaneous combustion—blazing up
at an insult. oo

ly saw a dirty fellow in a blouse jump in-
to the carriuge of the grave and reverend
Jules Simon, wnd apply his_lips fo thap
statesman’s fuce, an onleal which he bore
with a resignation becoming that states-
man’s thoughtful turn of mind.

Democratic ideas are infections, bntye
trust that there is no danger that tuis
will ever gain“a foothold here. We veri-,
Iy believe that it would do more than any
thing else to lessen the aspirations of our
people for political honors.

An [tem which Every lMan Should
Read,

We have probably all met with in-
stances in which a word heedlessly spok-
cn aguinst the reputation of a fomale has
been magnitied by malicions minds until
the cloud has Yecome dark enough to ov-
ershadow her whole existence gl‘o those
who are sccustomed not necessarily from
bad motives, but from thoughtlessness—
to spenk lightly of females we recommend
these hints as worthy of comsideration :
“«Never use a lady's name in an improper
place, at an improper time or in mixed
company. Never make asgertions nbout
her that you think are untrue, or allnsions
thut you feel she herself would blush to
hear. When you meet with men who do
not scruple to make uge of & woman’s
name in o reckless and upprineipled
manuer, shun them, for they are the
worst members of the community—men
lost to every senss of honor, every feeling
of humanty. nsz good and worthy
woman's chnracter has been forever ruin-
od and her heart broken by a lie, manu-
factured by some villian, and repeated
where it should not have been, and in tho
presenee of those whose little judgment
could not deter them from circolating the
foul snd bragging report. A slander is
soon propagated, and the smallest thing
derogatory to 8 womsn’s character will ft
on the wings of the wind, and magnify
as it circulates until its monstrous wey ht
crushes the poor unconscions victim. e-
spect the name of n womel, for your
mother nnd sister are woman; and 03 you
would have their fair name untarnisbed,
and their lives unembittered by the
glanderer's bitter tongue, heed the ill that
your words may bring upon the mother,
tho sister or the wifo of some fellow-crea-
ture.

Cruelty to Animals.
George Dickerson was arrested in Ger-

mantown ot the instance of. tho society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
for shooting two goata ond leaving them
bulf dead. He was held to answer by Al-
derman Watersides.

—Zach. Chandler is_proposed for Soc-
retary of the Navy,  No ono con,l,d\exoe
bim in “Splicing the-main brace.”-
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