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o s o o ¥ e I o their will chatld comor e 1o
ETO i :e!::g:r:-la%l :h::]l;l ;onll‘;zhmxl.di e:lr]ertllzgt leasta | gress, and thgt its usefulness, if not its ne-
0f the Bill to establish Wegro Suf- acti?u?r‘.i‘rFilfé cﬁrquif?qgg?ﬂi'gls? “\_Slo are | cossily was inferred from the inconven. | an unwilling people, placed by the Consti-
frag"e‘h‘lﬁé Distict of Columbia. Would; for hip'thuce th I:r~ egislators. le_nc,e,\whlch. was felt for want of it by the | tution under the exclusive legislation of
; . » XOr g , the. Legislature of | Cougress ot the Confeder_ahon; that the | Congress, it would bo viewed as an ixrbi-.
people themselves, who, it was said, had | trary exercise of power; and as an indica-

i ﬂes’oﬁt.a.t.?f %§§Py=:¥ork»ﬂose9f Pennsylvg-
To the Senate of the United Slales: ' nia, or.of lodiana, or of3uy State in the | béen deprived of their political rights,had | tion by the couatry of the purpos
not complained, and did not desire a re- L . b L oo
suffrage by the States. It would engen- | dered mc on! ] cauti ' efféctually ebeckéd and res
frage by tl s, It y the inore cautious lest the ;effectually checked a i '
!del a feeling of opposition and hatred be- | Excentive should encroach upon uny of  others, :y : ud restrained by the

. Union, in opposition to theexpressed till
trocession ; that the evil wight be reme-
Cougress whe istrict shoul | i i :
g when the District should be- | tween tho two races, which, becoming | the prerogatives of Congress, or, by ex-|. “For this reason that Conventjon whioh

T T e e —— >
s

, JAN. 15, 1867.

bers of the community. Imposed upou
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tive despotism was not the goveipment,
we fought for,” but owe which should not
only be founded dn free principles, hatin
whicli the powers of government should .
be so divided and balauced smong soveral’
bodies of magistracy as ihat nqg one.conld
transcend their legal limid withouy being

SON, Propristor "

- ittt
«

of the Gover%;ne_nt, ‘always necessary for
the public welfare, Was never more de-
mauded than at the present time, and it
will therefore be my constang .aim to pro.
mote, as far as possible, concert:of action
i botween them. The differences of opin-
gress Lo compel the acceptance of negro !ion that have already occurred liave Ten-

1 have received and considered a bill ! vty of
. : ,of alarge major :
entitled * An act to regulate the elcctive! they°'\'\iéqr‘i;"éh’°'!"“l}{ of the people whom | tr Y 2.
franchise in the District of Columbin,” | foree upon thef‘?“ds‘?“';’g}f‘SSl?uh, urburanl;;_ died by giving them a representation in
S - ' 1 “all persons o
rassed by the Senate on the 13th of - tho Afvicansor negrd 1aeg, B o | coms suffciont !
c.embcn;a;jd. by Lllpaggggs{bf' Rédprésenta- | eligible for 6m£f§:ﬁ;§‘§ z’;e :)"‘:L’Z‘:‘he'? ;?égx‘]i{f:;ﬁfﬁ)ﬂy ] Pci’plultous, mlld 1‘[; lge i deep rl?owtii' and ineradicable, would pre- | ceeding, in any manner, the constitution- | passed the ordinance of government laid
tives oo the succeeding day. It was pre- | jgas _ OTIee;, wilhoui any al- | meantir egislature ; that if the | vent them from living tocether i ! limi : Al - ! on- ’ . g ol gf ent laid.
ifiastion tikh'a ceftnin ferfi of recidchs L abi L ¢ g together in a state | al limit of his duties, destroy the equilib- | 1ts foundation on this b hj ;
sented for my approval on the 26th ulti- | xihio s 12 ce¥iain terfy of rgsidence | inkabitznts bad rot politieal rights, they | of nutual friendliness. Csdrefully avoidit ' i i S 1 the eqativey ] - } this basis, that the Leg~
nted D - within the State? In'neitl fth had ¢r liti . y they sd. Carefully avoiding | rium whichshould exist between thé sev- . islative, executive and Judiciary Depart-
mo~—six.days afier the -adjourpment £ d : ither of the States | bad great political influence; that the | every measure that miglit tend to pro-! eral ¢o ordi ; ) ieh | : o o ALY - epatt-
o—8iX-days atier the-adjogrpment: Gf 3 nee ; : - ordinate departments, and which ! ments should b d distinet.
Congress=and is now roturned with m 1lmme would the colored population, | trouble and expense of legislating for the | duce such-a result, and followi i i P ‘o ine | ¢ separate and distinet, so
ngre 1w ¢ SuE y wingthe clear | is so essential to : y ise the
objections, to the Senate, in whigh Hous)e ! l\;nl;ei? ?t:"_g Eoza'el.hcfa i_lt’:‘ ableto prodllce ! D.lat‘r_l.ct would not be.a great, but would | and well ascertained popularbwill' we | of the GOVCX‘DIHQ;? ° bIszonxgllsb\vorll;xng | l?at I;'O Persolr,l gy Syorcing the puw-
it uriginated. e Ha 'NZ:J 1:::{_“ l‘)’; P‘”“;’lcal result. Yet ; glm,lmfga éﬂlg mlglit in a great measure ; should assidiously endeavor to pro’mote urged that the exécutki\'goﬁggﬁrtﬁonﬂg ?il;: ng;fédygagn_e :?f e ? 'd'l; t‘;ax‘::e
Measures having been introduc U ork, before he ean vote, the ! be avoided by, a loeal legislature ; {kindly relati b ‘more li - ; . TheT, Was provided be-
¢ ed atthe; 4, . L h O i / g ¢; an y relations between tbem, and thus 'more likely to enlar , 'its ¢ s ‘severdl howers. | :
commencement of the first session of the o of coler must fulfill conditions that | that Congress could not retrocede the in- | when that popular will leads the way, | tion th u her of g: the sphere of its ac- [ tween thesé several powers. | The Judi.
present Congreéss for the extén‘éion of the : ;"e no"ll'equlred of the white citizen ; in  habitants without their consent. Contin- ‘ prepare for the gradual and hameDiﬂgS’ | os of lha:étl)t\ oo tfe Olhder oot b;IaHCh- clm'()]' " ex?cultewa ;Ilembul'ﬂ “inere o
°n ; s | Penns Ivanis i s i - Bt : ) g rernment, and especially in | pendeunt on the legislative for their subsis-
clective franchise to perrons of color in' enus) Ivania the elective franchise is re- | ving to live substantially under the laws i Introduction of this new element into th i y g o B S
S *ons ; ¢ , . while i ! that oxiste : . o e | tha exercis ; ; o i offic : .
the District of Columbia, steps-wove ! b:‘r;cll‘idr to w hl:iu fre.lemen ; while in Indi- | th%& cxisted at the time of the cession, | political power of the country upon it by :h?afé};zs‘(?::tig:“ or ooufirred ::i?,i?um office, .aDdIsf,(‘)mle of them for their
hgibd (R co At A bl § t H I | 3 . i . . .. . . .
ken By-the'corporateauthoiitios oV sh éxulu(iﬁgo;;iwﬁ:)tbr:xl'li:lgttoe; aﬂ‘re expressly :n vsuch chauges only have becn made, It cannot be urged that the proposed | It should be remembered, however, that islatur:”:écs(::!nl:el; oxee '—l{e'mm“:is}hg,l,‘eg
ington and Georgetown, 1o ascertain avd | It hardly seems won of sullrage. | as 3 fre suggested by themselves, the @%tension of suffrage in the District of | this power is wholly'u'egative' and conser- | powers, no 6ppo .:.ec". ‘;.‘]’; ’lm- idiciary
make known the opinivn of the people of principles {yt"rivvht ar:d .s!:::gut ;Mth he, F:ch}l, ,e :'tclthe Distriol have sought, by a | Colupbia is necessary to enable persous | vative in its character, and ‘was intended | nor, if made pclz)ms‘bwng u ly ﬁbe e
dtml twtoI cities upon a su}»ject 50 immedi- | gentatives fronr staros th;rc: ;;%f;qr;grfs- em"y‘.‘g;élel‘;lé‘s, llil;tih\;luél:’ has been gen-; of c?lqr to protect‘. either their interests|to operate asa ('hecl’; upon. uncoosLit- Lhat’. case tbéy rhayep&t, iﬁz\:? ’p}bccezl:;{‘:,;?,
ately affecting theig welfare as a commun- { cithier denied the colored man, or granted | nation. ngress of the | or their rights.  They stand here precise- | tional, basty and improvident legislation, into the form of : which -

; ; act of assemb) hich <
1y. "hima on . . 5 D, X : . ly as they stand in Peansylvania, Ohi d { bt jon: juv vit ttheth oblieat Py WG
3 . ) ; salifications s . . > sylvania, Obhio, | aud as a2 means of protection against inva- | Will render them obligato :
wae ques'uonrwa_s submitted to the peo- | gence or }?"Op’é'rfj' vs‘;:]: u%gg:l‘:"’e{f t }:xétdh- h :’;S‘ ﬁegelge_r:xl ll'ule, soluud policy requires | and Iuqua. Here, as clsewhere, in Aali sions of the jast pp[:v;fgrs' of thg zecutive | branches, They have:!accgdi(;?glt; eiﬁ}i%gii
ple at special efections, held in the mouth ! plewf the Districﬁidf !C.ulﬁmbhrx) to,-&nyp‘:; egisiature should yield 1o the; that'pertains to civil rights, there is ndih- | and Judicial Departments. It is remark- 3

v t [ ey ety 4 yad

ny instances, decided rights whichshould
have beeu loft to judicial controversy; and
the dircction of the execntive, during the
whole time of their scssion, is | becoming
babitual and familiar” “ |

Mr. Jastice Story, in his commentaries
on the Conslitation, reviews the same sub-
ject, and says ;= ’

“The truth is; that tho legislative pow-
eris the great 'and overruling power in
freo Governmeat.”  “The representatives
of the people will watch with jealousy ev-
ery encroachment of the executive Magis-
trate, forit tidnches upon their own an-
thority. But who shall waich the en-
croachments of these representatives them- .
lsclves 2 Will they be as jealoue of the |

’ wishes of a people, when not inconsistent
t with the Counstitutioif and the laws. The
measures suited to ono community might
not be well adapted to tho condition of
andther; and the persons best gualified 10
determine such questions are to be direct-
ly affected by any proposed law. In Mas-
sachusetts, for ibstance, male persons are |none other, any law, statute, ordinance,

ast for ‘negr I s v ] 3 Dr (3 . allowed to vote, without regard t . regulati ;
east for negro s”rr"‘f—'.% ; whilein George- ' throuah the balior, to the ne le rovided they ) cns g3 0 0010"’.] e .allon.or castora to the coutrary not-
g iot, i people for!P ey possess a certain degree of | withstanding.” Nor, as has been assum-

tawp, 0 an aggregaie of 8§13 v . ) o ; ) T for ! ¢

m”“!zcr consid(-r?.l.hg- e CXCSOFS o\f‘;fg .;\f; w l,u_)m thfo) fre the lm\-.mn_kmg power. | ntelligence. In a population in that State | ed, are their suffraces necessary to aid a
craze vote at the four preceding 3“!1;“1 ! l-hte areat object of pl:u-mg}he seat of of: 1,231,066, there were, by the census of ; loyal sentiment bc?e; for local govern-

dections—bat ome was ‘gi\'dn i i o ‘-)”, gq\el;lgmnt‘ l{x:‘dcr the exclusive legisla- 1 1360, only 9602 persons of color; and of ments already exist of undoubted iauy to!the Government. Nothing bas b
the. proposed  extension of the clective illmlnlo im:_n chaf““:ls(l‘o sccxllre the entire tbe males over tl“;-euty years of age, there the government, and dte sustained by deemed more §it and etpcﬁien:for iﬁg'
francii. L tuependence of the General Government ' Were 330,086 white 10 2602 colored. By | communities which were visi

RN . R oY . / . ! among the first | purpose than the provision thatth

As thevo elections seem to have been | ::uln;. l’li(:j-}l‘lc illatn fp;luenc(', and to enable ! _“mhsa"le_ official enumeration, there were | Lo testify their devotion to tl%e' TUhnion, | g!‘ tﬁc Execcutive ’})'epnrtment sl';o?ﬂ;)ezl})i
conducted with gutire trirness, the resal _uischarvae, without Jdanger of inter- 10 the Distriot of Columbia 60,794 whites | and which, during the strugole, furnisl d’ 30 ituted S e o ise of i ’

A Atness, the result raption or jcfiingement of irs anthority, - 0 14,318 persons of th ) . Uy, g Lbe struggie, turnished | constituted as to Becure a requisite | exercise of power by shemselves as by
st Le aceepted as a truthtul expression the hioh funciions for which it 1thority, Stnoe fh p bb s of the colored race.—ithcu_' full quotas of men to the military | share of independence, and that be should  others?” "**There are many ressons
«[the apirion of the people-of the D3 (d Ly the b‘o"l s fur which it was crea- Sinee ;t henb‘ow_evcr, the colored popula- | service of the country. I'have a pegative upon the passing of laws; | which may be asrigned for Lheyen«rossiu

B . . ' - ¢ pe 2. tx M " . . . “ 9 1 ’ < 4BRIY
victupon the question which evoked it | For this i'": ul)lr(lant 1 . .;:1:(;1 ii ‘the I lstrlf:]t: }xas largely increased, | The cxercise of the elective franchise is 'and that the judiciary power, resting ou | influenco of the Legislative Dép:riluén{;
i'escessing, as aw organized comnmunity (Lo l';ﬂc«’l Stat )f l’)rfoif’t was fedeg ; ‘umn ’:r?l:]'::,l]e t xathat th presenttime | the highest attribute of an American citi- | a still more permanent basis, should have | In the first place, its constitutional pov}' )
; St : iate Maryi: and 2 J : ; ; . S3. " . : . N : AV »v PIRCC, 118 y
3 yiand an y @ hundred thousand'zen, and, when guided by virtue, intelli- | the right of determining upon the validi- jers ard moreextensive, and lesd capable of

the sane po;m!nr richt as the inhat Hanis Vireind i H i H

. . sl REIY irgitia, andit certainly never could hav 'hites to thirty th ‘ | joti

4a Sale v . ) ginla, d ever could have . W y thousand negroes. I gen d , i i bei Sthi ; Fp

vla Siale or 1er1101_\, to make known been contemplated, as ) pe of the oljects ; g gence and patriotism, and a proper ap- |ty of laws by the standard of the Consti- | being brou=ht~’g‘{xtbm precise limits, than

«f December, 1865, when 1he gqualified va-!
ters of Washinglon and Georgetown. with
great unanimity of sentiment, exp:
JAemselves oppose
enslation,

 ing to distinguish this class of persons from
citizens of the United States; for they pos-
sess the ¢ full and equal benefitof all laws-
and proceedings for the security of per-
sou and property as is enjuyed by white
s citizens,” and are made * subject to like

punisbment, pains and penahies, and to

ed by Chancellor Kent, that *“t(o enact
laws is a tfanscendent power; and, if the
pbody that possesses it be a full and cqual
representation of the people, thereis dan-
ger of its pressing with destructive weight
upon all the other parts of the machinery
of government. ' It bas, therefore, been
thought necessary, by the most skillful
and most expericnced aftists in the sci-
euce of civil policy, that strong barriers
| should be erected for the protection.and
sccurity of the other necessary powers of

f,x-p'ér mentaehichithéit-oth constitdents
iave- thus far shown an upwillinen

! 3 . : willimgness to
e };--0‘1 tedt for themselves, Nor dues it accord -
¢ contemplated, \VLLK h_f?""frepubﬁ?ﬂ“ ideas that the princi-
gridon . ] . , Plo of self-goverument should lose its force-
Ly :\-‘ilfm’ ltﬂ‘ 3 vole Of.65._56-\hll:l', when applied to the residents of the Dis.
petied in that city— vol ‘ej“:c{":””s, ever ferict, merely’ beeatise their legislators are
el NE Y—only 35 ballots were . uot, Jike those of tle States, responsible,

Vo . ” . The cause of the aue : iati institut; :

‘heir will upod ‘matters which - afiet C , caugmonted number of ; preciation of our institutions, constitutes | tution.” h t'the o Y :
. : e h slcet ) to Le attained by™placit e u v, LB v class . . : . R > constitutes .” those of the either of the other derart:
vier social and pelitieal condition, ‘ ; ,;,,@1}:}"1~'§§!D§:1m:uder the ex- the latter class needs no explanation.— | the true basis  of a demacratin Sarm aff Tha. ) - v

- {neriseoie “aoing 'thé war Gecdme a | er is lodgedin the body of the people.
place of refuge for those who escaped | Its influence for good necessarily depends
subivetr of this Lillaban throngh. tbesuf- their principles and thearies.  from servitude, aird it is yet the abiding; upon }h;’; elelmea ‘!ibmctér aﬂ% patriot-
ralres of their qualiied voters. - : ¥ hile.Snd ooy e w0 place of a cousiderable portion of those | 1ym of the elector, 1or ifexercised by per-
Eatirely disregarding the wishes of the m-\(,hi,h,’. ‘:‘ueff’u‘i,h_hﬁz?lgﬁ?:s:_fﬂ‘;.“.sf"““: .who sought within its limits a shelter " sons who do not Jjustly estimate its val-
ROVEH ¢ vob, cilizens o1 ANY. ¢, hondage. Until then beld in slave- | ue, and who are Indifferent

! . : : A} O .

perpte ot the District of Colpmbid, Con- g : 9 _to s re-
S Sl tate, aud are.mot, therefore, allowed-a. % L e

LR "s ) o A v med Sl L] s g . a-

<ress hus deemed it right an@expedient Jgieein the electoral college, or represen- - ry; and denied all opportunities for men- | sults, it will ouly serve as a_means of pla

i sy the measure wow submitted for o o0 G w0 - "tal culture, their first knowledge of gov- | cing powér in the hands of the unprinci- ' of sroviding some practical sceurity for
: ‘.”1 siguature. It therefore bocom;‘si‘(ihé ?“_E}““.""TL']‘“_IS(_’:’%‘-'-S of .“m-.."."“fo”’ they | inment was acquired when, bgy con%err- i pl(ﬁ }md ambitious, and must evegtuam ! eagh againsgt’, the iu\?asion of the others,

auty of the Kxecutive, standing Letween ':; \d l;:\ t:: _;L ‘Lb“’ N ",‘?”:3" “l_'z_ms’ fe";]" _ing upon them tfreedom, it became the  in the complete destruction of that liber- I remarks that - lic Legislative Depart-
e ‘ ed ax such 1o every guarantee of the 'y St oo their race ; the test of their | ty of which should be the most powerful i ment is every whercextendingthe sphere
. capability for improvement began when, j conserv:itor. Great danger, is, therefore, | of its actjvity, and drawing all powerinto 4
| for the firsttinte, the career of free indus- to be apprehended from an untimely ex- | its impetuous vortex.” ¢ The founders law. Itcanunot create controversies to-
. try and the avenues to intelligence were, tension of the elective franchise to apy ' of our republics * * * seem never to | act wpon. Iy ean decidu only l}pon rights
_operied to them. Possessing these advan-, new class in Sur country, especially when | have recollected the danger frqm legisla. and cases as they are brought by others
' tages but a limited time, the greaternum. , the large majority of that class, in wield- | tive usurpations, which by assembling all | beforeit. It can do nothing for-tself. - It .

ber pérhaps having entered the District | ing the power thas placed in their hands, | power in the same baods, must lead to|must do everything for others. It must
! of Columbia during the later years of the , canuot be expected correctly to compre- | the same;tyrasny as is threatened by ex- | obey the lawe; and if'it eorruptly adminis. -
, . . b h ' \var, or since its termination, we may | hend the daties and responsibilities whieh ecutive usurpations.” In a representa- | ters them it is subject to the power ?f
cration, Congress, aciing ds the represen- | 9“‘_1'“":‘”“"(1 prtxtwtlca!ly' to Pﬂr“c‘.l’““‘ o well pause to inquire whcther, after so | pertain to suffrage. Yesterday, as it|tive Republie, where the Executive Mag- impeachment. ' : §
tatives of the inhabitants of the seat of Douobdd concerngy they gre. tevertheless yriela prolation, they are as a class ca-, weve, fon.r miliions of persons were held | istracy is carefully !lmxteq, both in the| On the other hand, the legislative pow- iR
governient, will permit them to r-gulate u;-“lfr-a "pﬂi!cru-'),l.. gl(') !gf,_'“"t"{?v.v '”“gﬂfd“‘l pable. of an intelligent exercise of the  In a condition of slavery, that had esisted | extent and the duration ofits_power, iaud er, excq{:p ?n the tew cases of constitution~"
« purely local question, a8 to thew may Jtheir rizhts, mindiu of Yuir “.gnlr:,aml_ 1 right of suffrage, and qualified to dis- for generations; to day they are freemen, ! where the legislative powor is gxerclsed al prohibition, is nulimited. Itis forever
seem best suited Lo Lheir interests and solicicoustor ‘mf" presperity. ‘1t was evid ohirge the duties of official position, The and are assumed by law to be’ citizens. | by an assembly which is inspired by & | varying its means and its end. It gov--
condition.  * ’ ! idently contemplated thut ail local ques- pegple who are daily witnesses of their' It caonotbe presumed, from their provi-, supposed inflaence over the people, with {erns the laws and institutions’ and publie’

The District of Co'umbia was ceded to i HOVS would be lefs to their decision, at ; wode of living, and who Lave become fa-| ous condition of servitude, that as a class, | an intrepid contidence in its own strength; ! policy of the conntry. It regulates allite”

they | clusiy
could bave selected DO more appropriate ‘ h‘é.‘.‘ﬁfmu 4o-prapagan

: Jl*siq;‘ilm' -2l

g S S e e
p-1ed. It reaches few objects, and thoge are
node of memorializing Congress uponthe ' partiesia place for-an eSperimental-test of

on our system of'government, who seem iknown.. It canhot_trauscend them with-
to concur in the Qpinion 1that encroach- | out -‘)Clﬂg bl‘Ollght m‘col_ltact. with the othe
ments are most to be apprehended from ; er departments. Laws may check, and
the department in which all legislative | restrain, and bind its exercice. * The ssme -
Fpawers are vested by the Constitution. | remarks apply with still greater forve to
Mc. Madizon, in referring to the difficulty | the Judiciary. The jurisdidtion is, or .
' { may be bouuded 10 a few ohjects’ or per-
. sons ! or, however general and; unlimited,

reference o the most eminent writers v

| its operations are ngcessgrily confitied to-”
 the mere administration of private and
| public justice. It cannnt puni-h without

cewrislall " the o 2 Wil . . . .
e ;‘5}"}_“}_‘5’.3,31 ft;““ vue ]aud fg?:““},"f Cuvstitution, to every Lenefit of the laws,
whetl Fi . 'f*h‘-!ﬁ'.f'l‘a;‘pr“§§F"!;?p :e'ﬁmjxx}ge aud to every right which pertains to the
\1e e he '5} (ul -apprbveithe bill, *’“}d' citizens of our common country.
:{J‘,li‘:nl;:oj!;ib?;%;u,}::::;ge‘f;;;;:t;tt;': In all matters then nﬁ'ucling‘théir do-
i sy, oy ISP mestie affiirs, the spirit of our democerat-
ne Lrwhom it is ! SO S Lo ! ‘
!md with sach Lo :z_p[-; ¥y hq‘i"-“#f’—"‘rﬂ ie form of government demands thattheir
.\\'hﬂlh‘er he :h ‘;Smmlnfly -f)r;;i&l(‘-d’ ?l | wishes shouid _be consulied and respect-
C . ouid relury .1t v s b i ed, and they tanght to feel that, although
j~ctions, in the lrope that, npon reeonsid- > y > ? .

i

the United States Ly Maryland and Vir.! least Lo an exteat that w.o‘uld noi be.j“f ; miliar with their habits of thought, have | they are as well informed as to the nature ! which is - sufficiently numerous to i:cit:l all | vast interests, . It disposes bt':aa)) its’prop- .
cinin, in order that it might become the c‘ex_npauﬁble with lheﬂoluect. _for which . expressed the opinion that they are not | of our Government as the intelligent for- | the passions which actuate .a multitude, erty. Look but at thn‘oxercis{e:'oft)vo or
Jermanent seat of government of the U.| Cangress was granted exclusive. legisla- | yuy competent 1o serve as electors, and

eigner who makes our land the "home of
‘hiachoice. ‘ )
In the case of th

yet 1ot s0’ numerous as to- beincapable of

X f | three branches of its ordinary, powers, It
pursuing tho objects of its passions by ’

i tion over the feat of govefnment. - levies all taxés; it. directs an si)prbpr'xé"" .

Sates. Accepted by Cungress, it at one A ' 507 . thus become ecligible for office in" the lo- :
L 3 aETsh 12%€ " When the Cobstitution was yet under | N

L

- be granted - withio its bonbdariesi laws?

beame subject o the  exclusive legisla- : : :
J 2% consideration, it was -arsumed by Mr.

cal governments under which they live. ¢ latter/neither a resi-

tion” for which provision is made 1o thd
T'ederal Constitution. It sbould be borne
in mind, however, that in exereising il"s«‘
fanctions as the law-making power of the!
District. of Colambia, the anthorit¥ of the
national. legislatare is nog-without linsit,
but that Congress is bound toobserve the
letter and spirit of the Copstitution, as |
well in the endotment oflocatlaivs for tlre]
seat of government, as in legislation conis
mon to the eptire Union. Sl

!

Were- it to beadniitte
“10 ‘eéxerclie” “exclusive legislation in
all cases- whiatsoever,” - conferred pon |
Congress.unlimited power within the Dis- |
tricy of Columbia,titles of mobility ynight |
wight bemada * respectirig an establishs
-ment of religion, or probibiting tlie free
exercise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom @fﬂpeé&) or'the ‘press; or the right
of thre” people peaceably to assemble and
1o petitiott’ the: povernment for: a rédress
of grievances” Despotism would thus.
rule at the seat of government of a free
republie, and as a place of permanent res.
idence, it “would be avoided by all who]
prefer the blessings of liberty to the mera
emoluments of official-position;® -~ - -

It shiould also be reniembered that in

legislating for the District. of Columbia, !
under the Federal Constitution, the rela-,
tion of Congress 10.its inhabitants is anal-
agous to that of '3 Legislature to the peo-
ple of a State, under their own local Con-
stitution. It does not; therefore; séemito
be asking too much that, in matters per:
taining to the Distriet, *Cotigress should
Layea like respect for the. 3yill and inter-
.ests of its inhabitants as is entertaived Ly
a.State , Logislature for the wishes and
prosperity of those for whom they legis-
13:5- g;ll;gg spxtr_u. of our Constitution, snd
renias ‘of our poveriment’ reqnire
that, r régand 10 zmyg law 'iﬁhig}i is ?6'5%
fect and have 2 permanent bearing Gpoh

1

purposes, derived from their own suffra-
»

& thitithe ‘fight | vested by the, Constitytion. in_ the Con- |
¥ Whgv = Igress of the®

.txercilev of exclusive legislation by Con- :

. B . ! Clothed with the elective franchise,

Madison that its inhabitauts would be al-| 1} oir numbers, already largely in excess
lowed **municipal legisiature for loeal; orihe demand for labor, would be soon

increased by an influx from the adjoining
States.  Drawn from fields where emplow
ment isabundant, they would in vain seek
it here, and so add to the embarrassments?
dlready experienced from the large class
of idle persons congregated in the Dis-
trict. * Ilardly yet capable of forming cor-
reét judgmentsupon the important ques-
tions that often make the issues of a po-:
litical contest, they could readily be made |
subservient to the purposes of designing
persons. While in Maseachusetts, under |
‘the census of 1860, the proportion of |
white to colored males over twenty years

of age was one hundred and thirty to ooe,
bere the black race constitute nearly one |
third of the entire population, whilst the .
same class surrounds the District on all
sides, teady to change their residence at
a moment’s notice, and with all the facili- !
to determine the propriety of retroceding | ty of 3 nomadic people; in order to enjoy
to Maryland and Virginia the jurisdiction | here, after a short residence, a privilege
of the territory which they had respec-' they find nowhereelse. Itis within their
tively relinquished to the government of | power, in one year, to come into the dis-

gCB.

When for the first time, Congress, in
the year 1800, assembled sy Washington,
President Adams, in his speech at its
opening, reminded the two houses that it
was for them to consider whether the lo-
cal powers of the District of Columbia,

Tyited Sta16s ‘shaobld be im- |
media‘gé’lg{ vxerpised, mnd the anked them
to i:cfps:ééxf; ftds the capital of a gréat
naflou, ad¥ancing willi unexampled ra’
pidity in arteincommeree, in'wealth;and
1o population, -and pessessing within it-
sclf those resources’ whichy-if'yot thrown
away or “lamentably | misdirected, .would |
securc to it along course of prosperity !
and self.government.” Three years had |

elapsed-when - Congress was- ealted-upon

dence of five years, and the knowledge of
our institutions which it gives, nor attach-
ment to the principles of the Constitution,
are the only conditions upon which he
can be admitted to-citizenship. He must
prove, in addition, a good moral charac-
ter, and thus give reasonable grouund for
the belief that he will be faithful to the
obligations which he assumes as a citizen
of'the republic. Where a people—the!
source of all political -power—speak,-by |
their suffrages, through the instrumental-!
ity of the ballot box, it must be carofully
guarded sgainst the control of those who |
are corrupt in principle and enemies of !
free institutions ; for 1t can only become |
to our political and social system a safo !
conductor of healthy popular sentiment
when kept free from demoralizing influen-
ces. Coutrolled, through fraud and usar-
pation, by the designing, anarchy and des-
potisn maust inevitably follow. Ia the
hands of the patriotic and worthy, our
Government will be preserved upon the
principles of tha Constitution inberited
{rom our fathers, It follows, therefore,
tbat in admitting to the ballot box a new

the United States, It was urged on the! irict in such nuombers as to bave the su-
one hand, that exclusive jurizdiction was | preme control of the white race and to
pot useful or necessary to the govern-! goverh'them by their own officers and hy
ment ; that it deprived the inhabitante of | the exercise of all the municipal authority
the District of their political rights; that | —among the rest, of the power of taxa-
much of the time of Congress was con- | tion-over property in which they have no

sumed in legislation pertaining toitjthat!interest. . "
its governmegq }yg%-géqugsj&ev'z that Con- In'Eﬁés‘ﬁhnsetts, where they have en-
gress was not competent to” législate for! joyed the benefits of a thorongh educa-
the District, beciusd’ thie'members were ! tional system, a qualification of intelli-
strangers €0 its fopal donedrps, aadithat it | genceis required, while bere suffrage is
was an example, of g goyernment with| ¢xténded'to all, without discrimination,
out.represenialion—an experiment dan:"| as well-to the most incapable, who can
_gerops fo-the Jiberties of the States, i - | prove-a tesidence in the District of one
Oa thé dtbé'i_lﬁl;fmd"it'v‘iqé beld, among | year,us-to those persons of éolor who
other reasohis;” ¥ud sitzessfilly,  thap tho | comparatively few in number, are perma-
Cogsdtatidmythe-aet ﬂ}jqégéionwof- Vir. | nent inhabitants, and ‘haviog given evi-
ginid and Mafyl'aifﬂ",g;ﬂ contemplatdd thp | dencolofmerit and duslificition, are-ree-
ogaized a8’ veefal’ and responsibld mem:

>

class of voters not qualified for theclec-
! tive franchise, we weaken our system of
. government, iostead of adding to its
{ strength and durability..

| " In returning this bill to the Senatel
decply regret that there: should be any
| conflict of opiaion between the Legisla.
tive and exccutive departments of thel
Goveroment in regard to mieasures that |
vitality affect the prosperity and peace of |

means which ~Tedsén " prescribes—it-is
against the enterprising. ambition of this
department that the people .ought toin-
dnige all their jealousy and exhaustall
their preecantions.” - = .
“The Legislative Department derives
a superiority in our Government from oth-
er circamstances. Is constitutional pow-
ers being at once more extensive and lgss
susceptible of precise limits, it can ix:lkh
the greater facility mask, under complica-
ted and indirect measares, the encroach-
ments which it makes on the. co ordinate |
departments. On the other side, the ex-|
ecutive power being restrained within a,,
narrower compass, and being more sim-
ple in its nature, and the judiciary being
deseribed by landmarks still lcss uncer-
tain, projects of usurpation by, _either of
these departiments-would immediately be-
tray and defeat themselves. Nor is this
all; as the Legislative department alono
has accessto the pocketsof the people,
and bas il some constitutions full discre-
tion, and in all a prevailing iufluence over
the pecuniary. rewards of those vho il
the other departments, 2 dependence is |
thus created in the latter which gives |
still greater facility to encroachments-of
the former. Woe bave seen that. t:he ten-
dency of republican governments is L0 an
aggrapdizement of the leglq%qt the
expense of the other department-
fr. Jeffetvon, jn referring to the early
Constitution of Virginia, objected that by
its, provisions- ail the powers of govern-
mont—legislative, eéxecutive nnd. judicial
__resulted to the legislative body, hold- |

the country. Sincerely desiring to rec-
oncile the States with one another, and

the United States, it has been my carnest
wish to cooperate with Congress in all
measares having for their object a proper
and complete adjustment of the questions
resnlting from .our Jate civil: war,
nony-etwesa the ¢o  brdinate—branohes

the whole. people to the government of| desputic government.

ing that “the ‘¢oncentrating these in the
same hands is precisely ¢he definition of.
: It wilt be no alle-
iation that these powers will bo cxercis-
| od by a plurality of hands, and not by a
}single ove. Ouve lxundrﬁdbmd seventy
i three despots would surely be as-oppres-:
8ivo’a8 ot?ez -Aé litdte will it-avail:nsthat

v"

ates all supplies ; it gives tha rules for the
descent, - distribution and devises, of all
property held by individuals.! Tt controls’
the sources and resources of ‘weslth, "It
changes at its will the wholé fabric’ of
the laws. It mohlds at-its pleeﬂsure almoat
all the institutions which giye str‘en%l:‘ .
and comfort and dignity to gociety.’ In
the next place it is the direct,, visible rep-
resentative-of the will of the people inallt’
the changes of timo and cifcumstanges.—’
Tt has the pride as well ‘is the power of
numbers, It is-easily moved: and steadi-
ly moved by the stropg impulses of popu- -
lar feelivg and popular odium. It obeys, "
without reluctance, the wishes and the
will of the majority for the rime being.—
The path tb public favor lies gpen by such
obedi¢nee; and it finds not only support -
but impunity in whatever iheasures the -
majority advises, even though they tfan- -
scend the constitutional limits. It hasno®”
motive, therefore, to be jealous’ or sofd-'
pulous. in its own use of pojver, and it
finds its - ambition stimulated' and'ité arm -
strengihened by the cnnutenénge' and the
couragé of nuinbers. These views are ndt. -
alono thase of men who look With appre-
hension upon, the fate of républics, bus.
they are also frecly admitted by some of
the strongest a@vocatesfor popular righta
and the permanency of republican instity- -
tions.” ¢ Each' department should have
a will ofits own.” . “Each .should have
its own independence-gecured beyond the
power of being taken -away by either or:
both obthe.otbers. But atthe same time
the relations-of each to 1hé [other should .
be so strong that there should be amatu.:
al interest to sustain and protect each oth-
er. - There should::nat only!be constitu. »
tional means, but porsonal motives; t6:re~ .
sist enoroachinenta of one or either of the
others. Thus smbition would bemadato.:
counteraat ambition; the desire: of power -

i they.are chosen: by oureelvesw -An: elen-

tocheck power;-and. the. pressuye:of ine:
terest bo - bajs

an'-oppasing: intordst™



