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. _EOW I ESCAPED.

A SOLDIRR'S STORY.
- oSt
With some twenty men ander my com-
mand, I was scouting in one of the South-
ern-states, when we were suddenly fired
upon from an ambuscade, and two of our
party mortally wounded. The next mo-
ment, we 8aw ourselves enrrounded by at
leaat three timea our number, and heard
o dozen voices shout—
‘ Surrender, or yon are dead men.”
Resistance would have been more than
folly, as I saw at a glance, and I at once
ordered the men to throw down their

horses were led away from us, and our
arms taken possession of; and thea the
whole party of rebels crowded aronnd us
in a tumultaous manuer, cursing and
threatening us with massacre.

“We have a right to expect the com-

-man usage of war!” I said to the leader,
s savage-and brutal looking fellow.

«“And you'll get what we choose to
give you, for we’re your masters now,”he
savagely rejoined. ¢ If we choose to hang,
we will begin with youn first. With this
be walked away a few paces, and held a
consultation with some of his inferior of-
ficers, while we awaited the result with
feelings that were far from pleasant. The
majority being in faver of delivering us
1o the commandant of the fort below, we
were sent off under a strong gnard. A
fatiguing-march of about ten miles bro’t
us t0 8. rebel camp about dark, and we
were delivered over to the Colonel com-
manding, greatly to our relief. ‘

The men being duly disposed of, tb
colonel accepted my parole and invited
me to mess with him. He proved to bea
gentleman and a scholar, and during my
stay with him he treated me with a pleas-
aut kindness that I ghall always remem-
ber with gratitade.

I had been in his charge something over
s week, when one morning just after
breakfast, as I was about to take my us-.
ual stroll through the camp, he said to
me:

“Lieutenant Hanson, I regret to say
that it is no longer in my power to give
the liberty of parole. (grders have just
been received from the headquarters of
this department, to have you sent to %e‘w—
ville, and there put you in close confine-

ment. :
this severity ?” 1 inquired.

“ Wh

“ 1 believe it is in retaliation for an of
fence of the Federals” he replied, look-
ing at me with g0 much commisseration
expressed in his handsome countenance,
that 1'instantly took the alarm and in-
quired: ~ "

« Have you told me the worst, Colon-

on
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“No!” he sighed, “ would to Ileaven
Tbad! You are to be sent off in irons,
and are already adjudged to the same
doom as the confederate officer, who has
been condemned as a spy.”

“ And the men taken with me ?”

“They will probably be exchanged.”

“ 1t is only myself, then, that is doom-
ed to suffer,”

“That is as the case now stands,” he
sngwered, turning away his head.

“ This 18 unjust and croel !” said I, fair-
ly trembling at the thought of being so
ignominiously cut off in the very prime of
my life,

4 ] pity you, my friend, but you are a
soldier, and know that Iam compelled to
obey the orders of my superiors,” rejoin-
ed the colonel, in a tone that expressed
his deep.commiserdtion, , .

“I exhouerate you,” said I, gra.s
his hand ; and whether I live or die,
God bless you, from my-very heart,

I mused afew moments, and then in-
quired in what manner, and how soon I
was to Ye sent to my destination.

% You will be hand-ctuffed,” replied the
colonel, © for myordersin this respect are
positive, and within an hour, or at the la-
test-two, will be sent off under.the guard
of two men, who will escort yon to ‘the
railroad station on foot, and thence to the
cars,” -

“How far from here to the station,
colone] 7 . -

“Between six and seven miles by

"> the main road——two miles less by a cross
“route which is only travelled on foot.”

“Through what kind of country doés
this road pass ?” -

“ Wild, ragged, and thinly settled.”

T looked him straight in the eye, and
felt that he understood me.

“ Shall I go by'the nearest way #”

“If you wish, for the main ronsd is
zuch blocked up by army teams, cavalry,

e h

“Of course you would hold the men re-
sporigible ‘for my eafe delivery at New-
wiile,” J 8aid, in-a low, moaning tone;

He nodded. ' '

“H T ¢honld escape ™ o

% They bo blamed, perhaps pun-

ing
eay

would
fshed.” © 7R

-.:ﬁﬁu! té%ﬁ@&gg&hﬁq}?%“‘

Lolonel,” “gaid 1, gra

:_nd : ‘qﬁﬁngiﬁ&g{’ ope, at the same
ime makiog sure.there were wgs no oth:
erYistener, ‘gand “wpeakihg-ih-a- vm‘;‘lon"
tone, “if ¥ conld only set out with s flask
of dragged liguor in my possession, and
my irons so ‘nearly sevpred-:that.l.could
burey them apart, there is ong ‘name-¥

‘pﬁxg “hia bahd,

arms and dismonnt, which they did. Our | Y

would ever remember in my prayers.”.

The colonel looked at me fixedly for a
half minute, and then silently grasped my
haod and squeezed it hard. He then bade
me remain where 1 was, and hurried
away. I did,not~see him again for.an
honr, when he came.with a man who put
the irons upon my'wrists, He then se-
lected two men, and gave them orders to
see me safely delivered to the provost-
marshal of I‘?ewville, but to use no more
harshness than a strict performance of
their duty required. -

“You will take the nearest route to
the railroad, across the field,”” he contin-
ued, *“and thence proceed in the cars to
our destination. You must not lose
sight of your Srisoner durivg your journ-
ey, and should he attempt to escape, you
would be justified in shooting him. You
now have half an hour to make what pre-
paration you wish.” -

Soon atter this, the colonel managed to
slip & flask inside the bosom of my shirt,
sa¥in«v as he did so: :

“You have your wigh, and may God
prosper your design. As.an honorable
gentleman, I of course hold you bound to
inviolable secresy, dnd to use no more vi-
olence or force under any circumstances
than what may be absolutely necessary to
‘secure your escape.)” - ,

“ Rest assured, my noble friend, your
‘confidence in me shall not be misplaced,”
I returoed in o faltering voies, and with
‘tear ‘dimmed eyes} “and it shall be my
‘comstant prayer that should the hour of
tribulation ever come to you, you will
find returped that kindoess and mercy
which you have shown to a tellow-mortal
in distress.

“The colonel, who was visibly affected,
now took his final leave of me, with the
remaskt .that it would not be prudent for
him to 'hold any further conversation with
me. He bade me farewell, in a voice
touched with emotion, walked hurriedly
away, and Isaw him no more,

. At the time appointed, the two men re-
turped and took charge of me, and we im-
mediately started on oar journey. Fora
mile we remained in sigl‘!at of ‘the camp ;
and then passing over the brow of a steep
elevation, we descended to a wild, rugged
valley, with trees and rocks and hills on
every side of us.  Perhaps there would be
no beétter ol?port‘nnit than the present.
to try my chanoo fork .u@rm:—-.-%v’; mad |
aerving mysclf for tho effort, on which se
much depended, I said :

“Boys, 1 feel a little low spirited, and
would like to ask a favor of you.”

“ Well, what is it ?” inquired one of
the two. :

“Ihave .managed to secare a flask of
whiskey,” said I, * and with your permis-
sion I will take a drink.”

“ That's a game that three can play at;
eh, Jim?” retorned the fellow witha
laugh.” L
«*Tsint nothing else,” feplied Jim.

At this, potwithstanding the irons on
my wrists, I produced the bottle, and
drew the cork with my teeth.-

‘« Excuse me boys,” I s3'd, with asmile,
¢ for taking the firat drink, as I wish to
make sure of :at least oneshare while it is
going ;" and with this, I put the flask to
my lips and held it there long enough to

"have drank half it, though not a drop

went down my throat.

“ Oh, come,” said one of the men, lay-
ing hold of it, * just give 4 fellow-travel-
er one chance.” )

He drank to my entiro satisfaction,
smacked his lips, and banded it to his
anxious companion, who nobly imitated
his example—remarking, when done,with
a comical leer, as he handed back thé bot-
tle: . .

“That there’s the stuff for trowers.”

“.Just so,"” said I, pretending to drink
again,

In this way the flask passed two or
three times, in the space of ten minutes,
and then with a feeling of joyful relief, 1
saw that.the last drop had been drained.

' The effect was not immediate upon my
guard ; but jn a short time, I noticed they
began to walk heavily, and then nnstead-
ily, and both of them muttered sogething
about feeling awful sleepy. I imitated
their motions with every sense alive, and
my heart begting quick with hope. We
continned op in this .manner some little
distance,-and had began:to ascend the op-
posite hill, at a spot .where the bushes
grow thick on'each side-8f the path,when
both came to a balt, looked with drunken
gravity ioto. each other’s'faces for g few

jomients, sud then gujetly sat down, and
3most} instantly fell over, in a state of an-
CONBCiUSDESE, | o '

:Now.was .my time, and gathering all
my -slrengts, l-gave. my irons g Lrpmaey-
a8 e, ey siddenly snappad
asnder aiid feft ‘me” freey I could scarcely
retrain a_loud'ery of joy, Tod % the
two men into thé bishes, out: of . sight-of
avy chance passers, Wiis only the work of
a mipate. A1 still wore tho | butternnt
clothes which the guérillas had {oxced.ups

.| on me in exchange for my-gwnjthiére wad

no need of further change of dress to pass

for 4 confederate ndldier ; 5nd: sbciiring & |

musket and plentyof smmunition, I struck
off through the bpshes to. the. right, and
hurried away overs wild country'ns fast
85 feat sud Ropo codld:drive‘taa.r .o e
. Kebping 10 the félds andwoods; tis_void-'

‘even

i ﬂ’m*.:i!.ﬁgbwaw settfements, an
welliiigs; I -pushed”én 1" weeterly, dF

e domh

rection all'day, fortunately withont meet:
ing o person. Justat dark I cameto a
loncly cabin, and sadly feeling the need
of food I ventured to knotk at the door.

“ Who's thar ?” inquired a timid voice.

“ A Thangry soldier who has lost: his
way, give me something to eat, and I will
goon.” L

A pale, sickly looking white wotnan
came to the door, snd asssured me she
had nothing to eat, except’some hard corn
bread, and gave me a piece about the
size of my fist.

1 pushed on in the dark till T came to a
rocky bill, and finding something like a
eave, crept into it and spent the night,re-
suming my joarney on the firat streak of
light. The second day, like the first, 1
managed to get over s long stretch of
country without being discovered, gradun-
ally shaping my course to the north,—
That night I spent in the woods, sleeping
in some bushes. The next morning on re-
suming my journey, I espied several rebel
soldiers, moving sbout in different direc-
tions, and fearing that they were hunting
for me, I did not venture from the wood
all day. Since leaving the rebel camp I
bad esten nothing but the corn cake giv-
en me by the poor woman, and began to
feel the pangs of hunger very keenly.

I could not remain where Isvas in eafo-
ty, and as soon ag it became dark 1 bold-
ly struck down through the forest into a
road and setting my face northward, hur-
ried forward, regardless of consequences.
In the course of five miles, I passed sev-
eral comfortable dwellings, butl was
afraid to stop and ask for food. At last
I discovered a mean shanty, standing a
little off from the road, and I resolved to
try my luck there. AsI got over the
fence a little dog ran up to me, barking
savagely, and attempted to bite my heels.
I watched my chance and knocked him
over with the breech of my musket which
I carried. As he lay quivering. on . tha
ground, it occurred to me that I could
eat him ; and killing him at once, I pick-
ed him up and went back into the road,
and continued on until I came to a wood,
Into which I penetrated for half a mile,
and there I struck a fire; and cooked the
animal, which I devoured: with a gusto
I’ve since wanted for much better meat.
I then went some distance from the fire,
and went tosleep. - -
T A memo thio néx € dny; ;jk__q?lng_
myself ‘¢oncealéd in the woods,” and the
next night 1 went back to the road'and
pushed on as before. ’

Thus I continued to’ work my wa
northward for several days, till; at last
was challenged by a sentry in blue, when
I almost fainted for joy st fihding myself
within the federal lines,

1 have nof in this narrative exposed the
noble colonel, God bless him! to whom I
am indebted for my liberty, perhaps my
life, for no one ean trace him out from
the facts I have given.. The officer for
“whom 1 was to have been held was hung
as a spy, and doubtless the same fate
would have been mine if I bad not effect-
ed my escape. - o

Living and Supples in Virginia,

A correspoundent of the NV, Y, Tribune
writing from near Headquarters and
Richmond, says in regard to the condition
of supplies in the parts of Virginia recent-
ly traversed—

< That if any one has formed a picture
of a starving, foodless, fenceless, desolat-
ed South, letthem look for a moment on
the true picture of the country which our
army has occupied for several weeks.—
The country is abnodantly sapplied with
everything.” Granaries are ﬂlleJ] with corn
until they overflow. Gardens grow all the
luxuries of the season. Flocks and herds
have not deserted the pastares  and hille.
Corydon and Thyrsis eat their country
messes in the shm{;.s " Fowls frequent the
barp-yards, and the dove cotes, are not
abandoned by their meek and’ innocent
inmates. Our horses wade through clover
knee decp, and the growing wheat brush-
es their sides as'they pass through it.—
Immense tracts are filled with thrivin,
corp-ficlds, "and one whose imagination
has been filled, as mine had, with pictures
of want and deésolation, would believe
that time had run back and brotight again
the former days of peace and contentment,
Even the maidens stand in the doorways
and smile on us s wo pass, in spite “of
their Batred of Ydnkees in the abstract.—
Wehdye very scrious doubts, engendered
by our laté' experietice, of ever, starvin

¢ Contedéracy, and we. lobk for the éng

oiily by hard.fighting, in conneation wi
Gen. vrmit‘s\lel‘yfx‘:‘ 1k syrategy.” L R '
. I ]
—General Butler reported thas he held
the key to-Richinond ; but it appears he
only held a darkéy.” . em
—Th Titigs asks, Shall cabinet olticgrs
have’ sdatl i tho Hoaso? ‘To which the
Rochester. Express, 4 1¢adiug Republican’
journal, replies’t " Noj e havé iraveléd.
Hit. cilog “on the road Yowards's MON-
AR abd it §s e g it o fh!
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FOOLING “THE PEOPLE.

If the Admitfistration has been a failure
in everythingelse it has sucdéeded admira-
bly in fooling “thé"people. For three
eventful years it bas: been lying most
ghamefully . in ;ev?l?ﬂiingateg"arding - the
war, and as time advances its falsehoods
become more incredible and tranaparent.

these fabrications, -

Senator Wilson, chairman of the milit-
ary committee in the U. S. Senate, the
man above all others, excepting the Sec-
retary of War, who._knows all about the
strength of our army, stated a few day
ago that since the 17th of last October,

white -men, and 100,000 negroes. costing
$125,000,0004in- bountjes. ‘This immense
army, larger than the whole voting poi)-
ulation of our State, is certainly double
the number of men in arms in the South-
ern Coufederacy, and yet they were rais-
ed in the last seven months, and can not
be much more than half of our actual for-
ces. The President, the other day, paid
a visit- to Gen. Grant, and his organs
have taken great pains to assure the
country that he was- highly pleased with
the situation, Everything was going on
admirably, and Gen, Grant did not even
hint that be wanted “ one more man.”—
Upon the heels of this positive gssurance,
we have it gnnounced from Mr. Dana,
Assistant Secretary of War, ‘who has just
returned from the army, that simce the
resent campaign commenced, Grant’s
osses “bave not exceeded -ten thous
aud men.” Now these lies are in-
famous, gross as.a mountain ; but their
authors have been so sactessfal in fooling
the people, that they stop not at the pro-
mulgation of the wildest fabrications. If
Grant requires no more.men, if thih Pre-
sident was and is delighted with the pro-
speet before Richmiond, and if Mr. Secre-
tary-Bana-tells” anything like the trath,
where'is the necessity of a conseription
so remorseless as the one in contempla-
tion? Even if our Jasses bave amounted
to one-half of Gen. Graut’s ariny, when he
first encountered Lee, there mast be still
sufficient ‘nuibers in the sérvice, if pro-
perly handled, to utterly demolish “the
rebel ‘armies. And, if 700,000 men vol
nnte:tx:ed, sinca last Ooto}:gré w%xrerle is the
use of -conscriptions at all 2 Valunteer.
1 raIng €0, thia . atata: ! >
TWilin: n tha traepolEy aleE alL: T
But the facts sre the very opposite
of what we are told by our asuthortties.<—~
The Administration.cares nothing for the
lives of our soldiers. ¥or two years, ever
gince McClellan’s *dismissal; it sacrificed
our gallanit army in” blandeéring efforts to

Richmond, beside the one suggested by
that officer ; and what has been the con-
sequence ? Why, afler repeated slaugh-
ters, the present commander is forced to
adopt McClellan’s suggestions—sugges-
tions for which he was discarded two
years ago! All this blundering upon the
part of the Admibistration has been part-
1ally obscured and forgotten because of
its systematic lying regarding our army
movements. 'The people, weary of war
and bloodshed, are naturally eager to be-
lieve what they are praying for. The
Administration knows this well, and, con-
sequently, there is scarcely a day passes
that it does not assuré 'the country of
some important and mysterious move-
ment in course of execution, which is sure
to close the war ina blaza of glory. In-
deed,. there is nothing too gross,in the
way of falschood, which the War Depart-
ment i3 not. willing to impose upon, and
that, too, in the most glaring manmer,
shows the sgegess of the Administration
in educating them to believe the most in-
credible fabrications. '

A Trajtor Pardoned.

Some weeks since a Colonel Fish, who
had been Provost Marshal of “Baltimore,
was convieted by a court martial of being
gnilty, while "in office, of the meanest
thefls, levying black mail upon innocept

5 | people, and of the moss, shocking . crnelty

towards men and women, whom he com-
pelled to go. South nnder.loose chdrges of
disloyally. It was glls“qdif’aroven'on ‘his
trial téi:it‘he had been guilty of  sending
confederate b’qng:z‘ to Europe to sell, Be-
ing one of the, fayorites of the, relgping
dynasty he eseaped imprisonment, but
was sentenced to'pay a fine of 85,000.—
Yet. evén this light sentence for, hia
crimes was takeii off by Liscoln, who bas
given him a fréo pardop. " This is one of
the '?ost "disgraceful acts of Lincoln.—
Well nisy an exchange say, that whena
ublic “official 16" superlatively zealous.in
géﬁdnncmg ‘Démderats, - apd’ professing
extravagant loyalty, it.ig edfe Lo assume
&mﬁ heis.ap: ligart. a,traitor-or.g thief,or
")f . .

- AT New York Times,
Gen, Banks! disastrays cogton and negro;
stegling expes A&!?bmaxﬁ; 18 timg £o, “'atop,
collecting contrabands; whorn we ¢an nely
ther-feed, clathie,  dootar. nor. tepch, an

attend, o our legilimate duties neater,
‘home,, . That jza siogular conclusion fof,
a radical Jjotirnal 10 arriye aty b Mﬁ?f
tainly. s, an, indieation that, o, oKl
moves: emoarats...8dvise .the 83me
' bhin@logk, 4go, but thay-weye onky called

per.
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The last ten days' were- pregbant with |

the ‘government had enlisted -600,000 | b

show that thero'wasa way of getting to | §

imes, apeaking qf | P

|in that lingcof husiness ;. in: factyBill was

« RETALIATION IN CAMP."
" The Christian Recorder, the organ of the

T R S aias Nl
"+ Lincoln's Erfor and Orime.

On the Sunday before the day the extrs
sepsion of Congress of 1861 adjowrned,
President Linooln said to Mr. M‘Lﬂofﬁ. s
Representative of Kentucky, in presence
of Senator Crittepden and “others:

“Mr, Mallory, this War, so far as I have
anything to.do with it,is carried on upen
the idea that there is a Union sentiment
in these States, which, set free from the
control now held over it :ly the presence
of the Confederate or reb wer, will
be sufficient to replace those States in the
Union. If I am mistaken in this, if there
is no such sentiment there, if the people
of those States are determined with uns-
nimity, or with a feeling approaching una-
nimity, that .their States ehall not be
members of this Confederacy, it is bsyond
the power of the people of the other
States to force them to remain in the Un-
ion; and, said Mr. Lincoln, in.that con-
tingency—in the contingen? that there
is not that sentiment there—THIS WAR
IS NOT ONLY AN ERROR, ITIS A
CRIME.”

The contingency st ed by the great
pledge-bx'e:1k93g1'm;xista.,p ::Pfs has existed for
-many months, caused in no small degree
by I?incoln’s own acts. The pegsle of the
seceding states Ay determined; * with
unanimity, or with a feeling a;ﬁroaching
_unanimity, that their states shall not be
members of this Confederacy.” Spite of
the constant and persistent efforts of the
habitnal deceivers of the northern p::lple,
the mass of the Abolitionists themselves
know this to be true—Lincoln kilows it,
if he be not more stolid than even we sup-
posed him to be. Whose then 13 the
4 ERROR,”—whose the * CRIME?*»

At the great trial before the Eternal
Searcher of all hearts, this awful question
must find an answer.,

Lincoln's Jok;!&wapplng hones.

Lincoln baving placed the necessity of
his election on the ground—for ‘want ‘of
a better ground—that it was no time to
swap horses while crossing a stream, it is
proper to give the origio of the story, as
follows : .

A man undertakes o swim a mare and
colt acrossariver ; and he, not being able
to cross alone, grasps the colt by the tail

‘African ' Methodist Eqiscopal Church in
this country, recently publistied the fol-
awng letter from the colored army: I
needs no comment. "Any “American who
reads it must blush for his country :

.Caxe or.1s1'U, 8. CoLokep Troors,

Wisons Lanpine, Charles City Co.

3 May 10, 1864,
Mr. Edilor ;: Yon are awaré that Wil-
gon’s Landing is on the James River,s
few miles above Jamestown, the veryspot
where the first sons of Africa, were land-
ed jo the year 1820, if my memory serves
meo right, and from that dayup to the
bréaking out of the rebelion, was looked
upon as an_jnferior race by all civilized
nations, But behold what has been re-
vealed in the past three or four” years ;
why thecolored men have ascended upon a
plalform of equality, and the slaves can now
dpply the lash to. the tender flesh of his mast-
er, for this day, I am now an eye witness
of the fact. The country being principally
inhabited by wealthy farmers, there are a
great many men in the regiment who are
refugees from this place. While on a
foraging expedition we captured a Mr.
Clayton, anoted rebin this part of the
country, and from his appeatance, one of
the F.P.V's; on . the day before we cap-
tared several colored women that belong-
ed to Mr. G, who had given them a most
anmerciful whipping predous to their de-
partare. On the arriVval of Mr. C. in
camp, the commauding officer determin-
ed tolet the women have their revenge,
and ordered Mrr C. to be tied to a tree in
front of head-quarters, and William Harris,
a soldier in our regiment, and a member
of Qo. E, who was acquainted with the
entleman, anid who used to belong to
im, was called upon to address him, and
introduce him tothe ladiesthatI mention-
ed before. Mr. Harris played his part
eonspicuously, ’ bringing the blood from
his loips. at every stroke, and not forget-
ting to remind the gentleman of days gone
by. After giving him some fifteen or
twenty well-directed strokes, the ladies,
one atter another, came up and gave him
slikenumber, to remined him that they
Were no longer his, but safely housed in Abra-
kam’s bosom; and under the protection of the
Star Spangled Banner, and gquarded by

. 2o 2hermeord ~dowmst roddd

Cv-arew Dalieosio- - race, {foranlaty sinstead ot the-marae, endin thoy- . .
%ﬁpﬁuﬁ"ﬁé&itﬁsﬁﬁguew ipress ’yv\ lange and mako for the. opposite bank.
feelings' while"sthirding-upor the baiks of | Lpe colt-soon: gives out,.and:on its: be

ginning to sink, the people on the shore’
again advised him to rely upon the mare,
~—to let go the colt and lay hold of the
mare, who is as strong as ever, or both
will go down ; but the stupid, obstinate
man replies: * It is no place to swap hor- .
ses in the middle of a stream.” 8o down-
he goes with the coit to a fool’s death,

Just so this nation will go down if it
hangs to Lincoln, who cannot cross the
stream, even if he should try.

———eetl Q.

An Uncalled for Amen.

A correspondent of the Methodist Prot--
estant relates the following story, whioh.
is too good to be lost:

A very gensitive preacher in a certain
village not 8 hundred miles from Balti-
more, was discoursing with great warmth
on the uncertainty of human life. To give

the-Jumes River, on the eoil of Virginia,
the'motlier Btate of slavery, as 3 witness
of such a suddep reverse !

" The day is clear, the fields of grain are
beautiful; and the birds are singing sweet
melodious'songs, while poor Mr, C. is cry-
g to his servants for mtercy. Let all
who sympathize with the South take this
narrative for a mirror, ’

Yours truly, ' G. W. H.
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. Braggart Punished. :

Josh Gibsonis a powerful man, and,
though he is civil, he is proud of his re-

atation as the *‘best man.inthe county.”

ill Stiles is a notorious braggard, and is
always telling of his having drubbed this
or that individual, naming some one who
is proverbially large, stout or active, One
day Bill was at the hotel when the con-
versation turned on his favorite to?ic.

“ You all know Josh Gibson,” says |the greater effect to bis remarks, after
Bill. assuring his hearers that they might die
“ Yes,” was answered by three orfour | before an hour had elapsed, be said, *And

at once. :

_ “Well, 1 met Josh last Saturday, and
be refused to give half the road. I got
out and took him off bis*wagon and maul-
ed him till he.begged for mercy.”

Que of the listeners was a partiotlar
friend of Josh, who, on his returm, told
Josh what Bill had said. Josh,- on lLigar-
ingd the pews, pondered a minnte, then
gaid :

1, your speaker, may be dead before ano-
ther morning dawns.

‘Amen! was the audible response of &
plous and much beloved brother in the
congregation. ‘The preacher was evident-
ly disconcertéd for ‘a moment. He tho't *
the brother misanderstood his mesning.
Pausing awhile he repeated the declara-
tion, ‘before another honr your speaker
may be in eternity!’ ‘Amen!’ sgain
shouted the brotber before him,

It was too much for the sensitive msn,
and stammering out a few additional re-
maks, he sat down before he had near fin-
ished his .discourse.

‘Brother. -, 8aid the preacher the
next day, to his kind hearted friend of the
amen:cortier, ‘what did you mean by say-
icg amen to my remarks lsst night, Do
you wish I was dead?” -

‘Not at all,’ said the good brother, ‘not
at all>" Tthought that if you should die,
you would go' straight to glory, and I

meant amen té that !

which he paid withopt hesitation,evident. | -
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fame at & bargain. As Bill left the ’squire’s prosed saz 3 million dollars.. Trihe war were
offioe Josh accosted bim Wit 1 1 ten dol: | to stop today, we shoutd find that the

Well, Bill, you h“,""i“?"ﬂp‘.“;  ten dol national, state, county and town debts
fars for thrashing me in my absence, 3ad woiild:-absorb one entire half'of the capital
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ill took the hint'and l};egu:br;t "1’,’;!‘: andlall thiit bvé to %bo’m‘ fg;y enerations:
escuses,’ but .Josh-.cut him o 2§y maked the : condition of ‘the lsboring
smart Papitilow:the eye, followed by two man awfal to contemplate.” ¢ |-
qr..three -more. that broaght him: to u‘ﬁ ORIV -
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vemenb. . e 2} §@9YThe Washington carrespondent of
the Boston Travelér; a lgadingf meln

organ, says: - e T

! ~z«‘€'.l-‘hu§ar.willvzgo‘on fotia year or two
longér—cortainly till the summer of 1885.
1t i cowardly to'tover jnp the trath—
and-this 15 the trith?™ *
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“ Did he own to it, though? and will
yon go before ‘“-Bquire Broadhead and
swear that he said so ?” o

® YQS.” - :

“ Well,” says Josh, “you go over to
the *squire’s and make the affidavit and
get 4 watrant for Bill Stiles for assault
and battery, and ' III'sliow him how to
abusépeople on the highway™ ..

> The' friend did as fosh told him; and
begin to think sure enough .Bill had
thrashied Josh. Bill was' brought béfore
the ’squire angd dpleaded' guilty, wheréupon
the ’squire fined him ten dellars'and costs,

. Bill Stiles.btdid thereabout two years:
afterward; and: althoigh he went:by the
name of ¢ Fighting Bgl,’-’,.he WiB never
afterward known to.brag of bis exploits
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qarréisome,_aqd it is believed that
% Bett He aver had was thie-one in
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