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_AX.OLD SOLDIER'S STORY, -
. i .

Whoever, said the old soldier, has made

the journdy over the Appenines, between |

Sulmona and the Castle di -Sangro, will
well remember the remarkable gam di
Cinque Miglie, or Plaiu of Five: Qﬁlea.-—
This plain derives its name fromlé.s length,
and varies from a guarter of a miile to s
inile in width:. It is sitnated ou /the very
summit of 'the~A5’peuines, some folur thou-
- -sand feet above the level of the !l zea, and
is a porfect table of land, flat and smooth
as & porid, with the tops of the | different
hills just rising like o parapets’ few feet
above it on either hand, * N :
. It wasin the month of Novembér, 184—
that I was sent as o bearer of dispatches
from the Colone! of my regimént, then sta-
tioned at Sulmons, to the -Genefal then
commanding st Castle di Sangrs, ' The
Jjourney was a dismal one to me;; for, be-,
sides being a cold, cheerless,” digagrreeable
scason of the'year, when a ‘suow | tempest
-might be looked for at any" qu‘n;aéqt,.mg
way led up 'th:ou%‘_, the robbeninfeste
Vall'Osenra (Dark .alleﬁ) and beross tho
- nowbleak and desolate Itive Mile Plain;
and I thought if X should estape Giscomo-
Ranieri’s baodits, and the hungry packs
of wolves that at this season alfost run
mad with hunger, I might consider my.
" self lucky enough to ‘take & ventgre m?nl
most any thing. ’ P
 Well, the sun, long: obscured by ill
omened clouds, wanted three hours of set--
ting, when I spurred my horse-op the last
ramp, and stood upon. the five mile plain,
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JOL. 17, ;
bther ead of which was & sinall vik
Rocca Rosa, where,

. in case

lage, called
. Aﬁeﬁnty. T could got lodgings for the

n 11 stopped my borse to give him o
3 of it across the plain, when I was sur.
pﬁsgdjnd not altogether plensed to seo
another horseman spur up behind me. He
was riither 8 good looking man, in a citi-
zen's dress, snd seemed to be merely a
traveler, but still, as my despatches were
important, and the period tronblesome, |
apd strangers to'be looked on with suspi-
cion, I wonld rather have been allowed to
make tixgﬁdaalona. dreary as-it was. Bo.-
sided where had the stranger come from
80 suddenly? His horse scemed perfectly
freshi, as if 1t had not just ascended one of
the most difficult noclivities in the world,.
while mine steod panting in a temperature
that mademe shiver: Now if this stran-
ﬁ: had come up from the Vall’Osours,
is horse was amarvel; and ifnot, he was
no traveler—for-there was no-other route
for an honestman to take; so I quietly
loosé_ne;d my pistols in their holsters, and
then ﬂgougbt, in case they were not need-
ed, X should like to become the ‘owner of
that excellent be o SN
“ Colurade,” ¢aid the stranger, in a
frank, off hand snanner, tipping his hat,
and smiling, “I was once an old soldier,
but am'now a traveller. If agrecable, 1
should Jike your campany to Castle di San-

- .

O:” i i . ~
.. “How do youknow I amgoing there P
returned I, in'a cold, repellant tone: .
“1 didn’t—only I@ﬁ' I am, and would
like your company. All’s one, though, if
you prefer to ridg alone * . . -
1 fear my beast would be sorry com..
pany for yours, however .-well their mas:
ters might agred. There is a wide differ-
7 tween the two auimals. Mine is
almost blown, and yours looks .as.if just
from the stall” ;"% ,
“Ha, hal? langhed the stranger pleas-
antly;-I'Sce youido riot give me credit for
spurring out of yonder thicket and drop-
ping below the brow of thehill before you
observed me” - - . .
“That looks suspiciéus,” . ' .
_ “Soitdoes; but, jesting aside, ¥' was
well ahesd of yon, saw. you ascending,

-

.| wanted company, felt suspicious like'your-

self, hid myself for you to pass, and then
resolved to join'youn withont exciting your
suspicion, in which I did not succeed.
thé explanation ; satisfactory? or shall X
ride on again®? . = -

“T will trust you,” eaid L.
. We rode on, side by side, for somethin%
like a mile, conversing pleasantly—but
kept a furtive glance upon every move-
ment of my strange companion.  Iknew
not why, but I did not feel altogether at
my easé, *There was sox'uethin’%‘ peculiar.

of his face in

repose;iand I copld not avoid 4 kind of
inntiuctive e - Ifanciod ic was @
deep and cunning man, who could mask
his feclings when he chose, ‘and there
might he a-sinister design in all-he did,

" Suddenly, a8 quick'almost as a flash of
lightning, we were struck by a’ wind that
almost took us from our horses, and which
made the ben.st;s stagger like drunken

N

s

.- “Heaven preéerve’ us!” exclnimed . the
stranger; *we are cqught in a fourmente /™
In a few minutes,amid the howling and
shricking of the most terfific wind F ever
experienced,the air becamo filled and grew
dark with large flakes of snow; which
whirled and surged around us like thewat-
Ters ofa maelstroim. “The wind secmed to
‘increasg rather jthan diminish, and | the
most violent exertions of an hour scarce-
1y tookus forwird to the centre of this
awful plain. Tall posts had been all the
way erected at short intervals; to guide
the tfaveler through just such a ‘storm,
but already. we! began to losé- sight of
them. R T .
Another hour brought us to-the: verge
of despair. ‘Night was rapidly drawing
on, and by this time we could no longer
see our way. Horses and ridfers were st
times completely buried in. the drifts, and

our gunide posts 100 were lost altogether.

Then we began to wander, we knew not
whither, our bedsts doing their very best
 till the balling-of thelr hoofs.caused“them
to stumble and fall. Convinced by this

- | that they could no longer serve us, we

now atteipted to plunge through the
snow on foot arid lead the animals; and
we continued thus for another half hour,
unable to say whether we were advancing,

| retracing our stgps, or moving-in a circle. |

¢ Heaven have mercy onus!” cried the
companion ; “wé shall never cscape alive!
Hark! There go thé wolves.” o

Above the shrieking and yellings of the
storm-apirits (fyr such they 'secmed.)
now heard .that prolonged, dismal howl
which has made:thé blood curdle in the
veins of more than one poor benighted
traveller. It was angtwered here and there
and yonder, and then in chorus, and we
knew that packs of hungry wolves were
gathering all around us; and pressed by
tamine, as at this season, they would at-

tack either man or beast.

our enemies,, ind in less than half an hour,
amid the darkiess of settled night, we
could ‘catchhere and there the terrible
gleam of the fiefy eyes of the holdest of
the-pack. We continued ashort distanee
longer to. struggle through the snowy and
half drag our frightened  horses after us

~ * {and then I beenipe convinced thit, to save
{o | ourlives we shonld be-obliged to abandon

them to our encmies. Assoon as I could
get close to my'companion—for we could
scarcely distingnish & word a few paces
distant—T madd the suggestion and asked
his advice, | .. . . . ‘-
- %I fonr we shall bo compelléd to do it,”
he apswered ; “and I prize the life of my
lant beast almost as much as my own,,
‘But:the pack is. eoustantly augmenting;3
and the courage of thé brhtes inerease]
with pumbers. "Every moment ¥ fancy
they get nearer to us, and- one wnlucky
stumblo may be/fatal to both, “We will
try _the virtue ¢f firing into them, how-

and the sea ) of the cowardly
crew; hot in & souple of minutes they fac
i ming nore resolute and

AND GET THE WORTH OF YOUR' MONEY: | cd
o ?

C
!
i

dzt_:sm gzeq"thaxj:; 'e‘ggr, " It was “a fearful

th,preparatory to making a quick | .

1]

-Neidrer and nearer came the' howls of

tol waz followed by s-wild hdwl of-fear, | d

thing to so their ‘fiery . gleamin;
in a circle around us, and hear their wil
discordant cries, commingled with - the
roating, shricking tempest, - -
Following. the example of my compan-
ion, I dréw. one of my ?ismls._ and point-.
ing" it -toward one of the nearest, fired.
The same result. as before.: There were
crics as of pain, rage and fear, and a mo-
mentary scattering of the affrighted band
and then they were about us again, as de-
fignt asever. = =
There was no_help for iv—our horses
must be snerificed—and most fortunate
would it bo for us, if even this should save
us. We ‘got together onct again, and
taking hold of bands, promised by our
honor as soldiers, to stand by each other
to the last. Then we threw the bridle to,
the winds, and still keeping hald of hands,
lunged onward through the opposing
Sriﬁs and -driving storm. -
‘We had advanced but a few paces, how-
ever, before our ears were pierced by most
unearthly shrieks, yells, groans, and fu-
rious gnashings, and then we knew the
hungry monsters were at their bloody
wgrg and that our poor, forsaken beasts
would never bear! ns aghin. Now or
never was our time ‘to escape, and man-
fully did we struggle forward.. Reaching
a spot from which the wind had scattercd
up the snow, leaving for some distance a
ear, open path, we bad the_satisfaction
of finding the guide post, and thus ascer-
tdining ye were going right} and push-
ing forward as rapidly as possible, we
ned-a point  where the 'glimmering
hghts of ea Rosa made - our hearts
bound with hope and joy. .
But our dangers were pot yet over, for
searccly had we reached the point allnded
to, when we once more heard the wolves
howling near uns. 'Our horses were al-
ready devoured, and some of the beasts

.| were satiated, but the first assailants had

been joined by others, fresh from the
mountgins; and we knew that these lat-
ter, by hm'ing, ggghqps 8 mere taste for
blosd, woul “more bold “and furious
than the former. . . -

““There is 8 small chapel this side of the
village 2aid my companion, “and if we
can reach that, we shall be safe for the
ni%t; let ws make a last run for it.” -

¢ bounded forward -with .all our

might, and soon found ourselves

lun
Is | out of sight in an' enormous driFt. : %‘3&

scrambled out as- fast-as we could; but
before we were fairly clear of it, the fore-
most wolfe was upon us, his eyes glaring,
his teeth gnashing, and panting for breath.

-Tdrewmy pistol and snapped it. It
missed fire; but’the noise startled him
and he sprang aside a little, only fo press
L forward again when he found he was not
hurt and that he was supported’ by num-
‘bers. I snnpped'ukv;pfsto})again, and again
it missed fire, and this time the furious
heast. scurcely furmned his head. T'de be-
lieve he would have séized me, facing him,
as I was, if my companion had not been
tmore successful in i his attempt to shoot.
His, pisto]l was discharged in _ the beast’s
face, and he fell, back howling with' the
pain of - his wound, and, in less than a
minute, was'torn to pices by his compan-
ions. X Co A

- This diversion in our favor gave us
time to cléar the drift and near the chapel,
before onr blood-thirsty pursuers again
advanced ufmon us in a body; and running
now with all our speed, we sprang into
the cold naked building, and closed the
door justintime to save our lives.

We spent the night there, and a horri:
ble night it proved. We could only keep
from freezing to death by walking up and
down the building, and slapping éur arms
across our breasts.: And all night lon
the tempest moaned and shricked, and the
hungry animals howled and gnashed their
teeth around us. We said ﬁtle to each
othery for ncither: felt inclined to talk;
and.when, at.last qur weary eyes looked
upon the grey of morning I knew of one
who fervently thanked God for deliver-
ance.. With daylight, the wolves slunk
away to the mountains, and I proposed to
1’13 companion to set.off with me to the
village, where weé should be refreshed
with food and fire.| ' )

. “No,” he replied, “I must go back.”

“ But surcly not/now acroes that terri-
ble plain.” . o . :

“Yes,” he rejoined, compressing his
lips.. - «“I have no friends in the village.”
'inn there, open-to any

N

" *But thereis an!
traveler who has Wherewith to pay.”.
“My friend,” he rejoined, laying kis
hand on my shoulder and looking at me
in a peculiar manoer, “may I trust you
with a seeret, on jyour honor as a sol-
dier ?” : - . .

% Yes, comrade.”

“Swearit.” !

“ I dO.” i .

“Then tell no one you have been the
piglg,-long companion of Giacomo Ran.
1eri. : ST -

“Youf" eried I, in amazement and
alarm; you that drended captain of ban-
| diti P S A

£ Even so, my friend; but I have the
honor of a soldiér, that-you will not be.
trayme. = - ., . '

“ L;sten ! You t.lginlguthis storm has been
8 misfortune to you; but, on'the contra
it -has been your szlvation, I joined y?l;
to.murder you, 'sccure your ‘dispatches,
and take your place s a courier. The
storm has foilod my "design; for' why
murder you when I needed your aid to
save myself? 1 am not devoid of honor,
and the man’ who has done me g service
is seoure of my pratection. Accopt, there.
fore, this silver ring, and wear it; and
ifvyou arc ever assailed by any of my i)'and,-
you have only, to show "that to secure
yourself a-safe escart, And now adien—
m;,. geparaw hero—;—our Ways are .diﬁ_'er-\-
ent” . e » -

He set off;, walkin idly, and soon a
hillock of enow cbgc?a;l)ed {m from my
vision. ' I never’ saw him again. Some
time during - the following: year, he_was
killed by some villagers, ta whom, by -his
murderous depredations, he had become

svet, before wo give up all Hope of saving | an object of terror. o
opruoimals, 1 . 'L b T went farward that warning, thinkin
. ‘The next moment the repart of bis pis- | how . wonderful are the waysof Provi-

enco; and many a:time since, whensome
arenty misfortunc. has overtaken me,
Ibave secretly-wondered if it were not 'a
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PRESIDNTS_ WESSIGE.

Fellow-Citizens of the Sinate and Houts of
"~ Represenlatives.: . T

- Throughout the year since our last
meeting, the cointry has been eminently
rosperous in all it :material interests,
}I"be -general health has been excellent,
our hdarvests have been -abundant, and
plenty smiles throughout the.land. Our
commerce and manufhcturés have been

ﬁrosecntcd with energy and industry, and |

ave yielded ample returns. In short, no
nation'in the tide of time has ever present-
ed a spectacle of greatér material prosper
ity 'th&m we have donejuutil 8 very recent.
eriod. o :
P “Whyi8 it, then, that discontent now so
extensively prevails, and the Union of the

'States, which is the sdurce of all these

blessings, is threatened with destruction ?
The long continued and intemperate inter--
ferénce of the Northern people with the
question of alavery in the Southern States
has at length produced its nataral effects,
The different scctions! of the Union are
now arrayed :;%ninst cach other, and the
time has arrived, so much dreaded by the
Father of his Country, when hostile Geo-

phical partieshave been formed. Ihave
E:rr:g foreseen and oft¢n forowarned. my
countrymen of the now impending danger.
This does not- proceced solely from the
claim on the part of Congress or the Ter-
ritorial- Legis,l)ntures to exclude slavery
from the Territories, nor from the efforts
of diffdrent States to defeat the execntion
of the Fugitive Slave lIaw. ~ All orany of
these evils might " have. been endured by,
tho South without danger to the Union,
(as othera have been,) in the hope that
time and reflection mi’f;btfapply the rem-

ed’{‘.h L . , )

e immediate peril arises not so much
from these causes asfrom the fact that
the'incessant and violdnt agitation of the
slavery question throughout the North
for the last quarter of 'a_ century, "has at
length produced its malign influence on
the slaves, and inspired them with vague
‘notions of Freedom. !Hence a sense of
security no longer existsaround the fam-
ilyaltar. * This feeling 'of peace at home
has given place to apprehensions of servile
insurrection, Many a matron thronghout
the South retiresat ni%}xtin dread of what.
may befall herself and her children before
the morning.~ Shonld| this apprehension
of domestic-danger,- whether real or im-
aginary, extend and intensify itselfuntil it
shall. pervade the masses of the Southern
people, then disunion will become inevit-
able. - Self-preservation is the first law of
naturé, and has been implanted in thé heart’
‘of man by his Creator, for the wisest pur-
pose; : and no political union, however
tranglit with blessingg and benefits in all
other respeets, can long. continue,” if the
necessary consequence, be to render the

homes and the fireside$ of nearly half the |

parties to it babitually and hopelessly inse-
cure. Soconer or later'the bonds of such
a Union must be sever¢d. - It is my cou-
viction. that thisyfatal peridd has not yat
arrived ;" and my prayer to God igthat He
would preserve the Constitution and the
Union throughout all generations, .
Butlet us take warning in time, and fe-
move the cause of danger.” It cannot be
denied that, for five and twenty years, the
agitation at the North against slavery in
the South has* been incessant. In- 1835
pictorial handbills” and inflammatory ap-
peals were circulated extensively throngh-
out theSouth, of a chavacter to excite the
passions of the slaves; and, in the langnage
of Gen. Jackson, “to stimulate them to in-
surtection, and produce all the horvors of

g {a servile war.”  This agitation has ever

since been continued by the publioc Press,
by the!proceedings of State and County
Conventions, ap?i by ! abolition sermons-
and lectures. The ture of Congress has
been ogcupied in violent speeches on- this

‘never-gnding subject ; 'and appeals in pam-

phlet and other forms, indorsed by distin-
guished names, have been sent forth from
this cdntral point, and spread broadcast
over the Union. : : ‘

How easy would it be for the Anierican
people tosettle the slavery question forev-
er, and to restore peace and harmony to
this distracted country.

- They, and they alone, tan do it. All
that iy necessary to acecomplish the ob-
ject, and all for which the slave States
iave evercontended, is to be let alone,
and pqrﬁ’]itted to manage their domestic
institutions in theirown way. As.sover-
eign States, they, and they alone, are re-!
sponsible before God and the world for
the slavery existing among them. For
this, the people of the Norfﬁ are not more
resporsible, and have no more right.to in-
terfere, than with eimilar -institutions in

Russig or in Brazil. -i Upon their. good

sense and patriotic forbearance I confess I
still gg"eatll; rely. | Without their aid, it
is beyond the power of any President, no
matter what may be his-own political pro-
clivitiés, to restoro peace and harmon

among theStates. Wisely limited and re-
straindd as is his power, under our Con-
stitutipn and laws, he :alone ‘can accom:

‘plish but little, for good or for evil, on

this mpmentous question. - .

And this brings me to observe that the
electidn of any-oues of ‘our_fellow-citizens
to theoffice of President does not- of it--
self afford just cause for dissolving the Un-
ion.. This is more especinlly true if his
election hias been effected by a mere plu-
rality, and not s majority, of the people,
and hag resulted frol!:x f,raxgsienm “tem-

orary causes; which may probably never
gga:i,:y tfwcur.es’ln, order tojustify a_resort
to revolutionary resistance, the Federal

‘government must be guilty of *a deliber-

ate, palpable and dangerous . exercise” of
Pov'vcl:rb!;xot !mnmd b%ethe Constitution.
The late Presidential election,” however,
has been held in strict conformity with its
express provisions. How, then, can the
result justify-a revolution to destroy this
very Constitntion? . Reason, justice, ares
gard for the Constitution, all. require: that
we shall wait fer some overt and danger-

| ous-act on the part of the president elect

beforeresarting to such & remedy. -

It isfsnid, hogwé ver, that the antecedents
of the President elect have been suficient
to justify the fearsof -the South that he:
wijll attempt to invade their-constitational

partof some hiddén design of the-Al:
mlghty,-wqum‘gfor my goo% S
. % . :

N
~

ights. But sre such apprehensions -of |
gﬁn‘gwt danger in -chmtmje; sufficient

‘

~

to justify the immediate destruction of
- the noblest aystem of government ever de-
vised by mortals? From the very nature

of his offica, and its. " res
he it ncomeu g e !.ve_b“'“?,;m :
“duty of ad nistedngthe, vast an
complicated concerns of this Gdvernment
affords in itself o guarantoe he will
not attempt any violation of s ¢lear eon-
stitutional right. After-all, heis no mor
than the chief executive officer of the)
Government.’ His provincgis not to make,
but to exccute the lIaws; andif is 'a re-
markable fact jn our- history, that, not-
withstanding the repeated efforts of the
anti-slavery party, no single act has ever
passed Congress, unless wemay. possibly
except the Missouri Compromise, impair:
ing, in the slightest degree, thd" right of
the South to their property in! slaves.—
And it my also be &nene({ju Iging from
Jpresent indications, that no probability ex.
18ts ofthe‘[:a.ssa e of such- an |act,.by a
majority ofboth Houses, cither in'the pres-
ent or the next Congress. Surely, under
these circumstances , we ought ta be re-
strained from presentaction by the' pre.
eept of Him- who spake as mever man
spoke, that “sufficient mito the gday is the
cvil thereof.”. The day of evil may never
come, unless-we shall rashly bring it up-
on ourselves. 0 - o
It is dlleged as one cause for immediate
secession that the Sonthern States are de-
nied equal rights with the other States in
the common territories. But by what au-
thority are:these denied? - Not by Con-
{;re,as,._which. has never passed, iand" Ifbe-
ieve never will passany, act 10’ exclude
slavery from these Territories ;| and cer-
taioly not by the Supreme Court, which
has solemnly decided that slaves are prop-
erty, and, like all other property, their
owners have a right to take them into the
common Territories, and hold theni there
under the protdction of the Constitution. :
. Bo far, then, as. Congressis concarned,
the abject, is not toanything they have al-
ready done, but t6 what theymay -do here
after. It will surely be admitted that this
apprehension of future danger is no good

Union. -It is true that the Territorial Leg-
islatore of Kn::lné, on the l‘ﬁd of Febra-
ary,-1860, passed in great haste an

ovefthe Ve‘:.:sof the groverbbr,f» ﬂechxii.:z
that elavery is “and shall be, forever pro-
hibited inthis Territory.”. Such an act,
however, plainly violating the, rights of
-property secured by the Copstitation,
will surely be declared void by .the judi-
ciary whenever it shallbe p ! te&'{a

legal form,

the Supreme Court of the United States
solemnly adjudged that this power did
not exist in a Territorial Legisldture. Yet,
such has been the factious temper of the
times that the eorreetness of this*decision
has been extensively impugnedbefore the
peaple, and the question has igiven riso
to angry political conflicts throughout the
country. Thoge who have appealed from
this judgment of our highest constjtution-
al “tribunal to popular assembliesiwonld,
if they could, invest a Territorial Legisla-
ture with power to annul the sagred rights-
of property. This power Congress is ex-
pressly forbidden by the Federal' Consti-
‘tation to exerejse.  Every- State Logisla-
ture in the Union is forbidden by its own
Constitntion to exeteise it. | .Iticannot be
exercised in any State except by. the peo-
plein’ their highest sovereign capacity
when framing| or amending their State
Constitation. |In like manner, it can only
| be exercised. by the_people.of a Territory
represented in'a Cotivention of | delegates
for the purpose of framing a Constitntion
preparatory tojadmission as a State into

they invested fwith power to decido the
question whether slavery shall or shall not
exist within their limits. Thisiis an act
ot soyereign aithority, and not of subordi-

erwise, thenindeed would the cquality ,of
the States in 'th;e Territpries be destroyed,
and the rights of property in slaves would
depend, not agon the .guarantees of the-
Constitution, but upon the shifting major-
ities ofan irres, 'onsi%le Tc‘n'itorinliegisla-
ture. Such a doctrine, from its intrinsic
unsoundness; cansiot long infl lence an
considerable portion of our people, much.
less:can it afford 4 good reason for o diss.
olution-ofthe Union, . ~ - .

The most palpable violations of consti-
tutional duty which-Lave yet' been com-
nuifted consist in the acts of different State
Legislatures to/defeat the execu&‘;n of the
Fugitive Slaveilaw. It ought ito be re-
membered, however, that for these acts,
neither Congress nor any President_can
justly be held fesponsible. Haying been
passed in violation of the Federal Consti-
tation, they are, therefore, nuliand void.
All the courts,| both State and| national,
before whomn the queation has arisen, have
from the beginhing declared the Fugitive
Slave law to be constitutional. The single
exception is that of a State'court in Wis-
consin; and this‘has -not ouly; been re.
versed by the proper.appellate tribunal,
but bas met with such universal reproba-
tion that thére; can bé no dangér. from it
as a precedent.” The validity of this law
has been established over and -gver again
by the Supreme Court of the United
States with perfect unanimity. Ttis found-
ed upon _an an! express provision of the
Constitution, requiring - that] fugitive
slaves who escape fromn service in one State
to another shali he “delivered np” t6 their
mastérs, Without this provision it'is a
well known bistorical fact that the Con-
stitution itself could never haveé been
adopted by the|Convention. In oneform
or other under the acts of 1793 and 1850,
both being substantially the same, the Fd-
gitive Slave law has been the law of the
land fromthe days of Washington:until the
present moment. - - Tl

- Here, then, & clea¥ case is presented, in
which it will be the duty of the next Pres-
'ident, 0s it has been my own, to, act. with
vigorin executing this supreme law against,
the conflicting Enactments of State Legis-
latures,  Should hefail in the performance
of this h‘hgb dugy he will then hgve -maui
fested a-disregard of thé Constitution and
laws to the great-injury of _thb‘;gap le of
nearly one halfiof the States of the Union.
Bt are we to presnme in advance that he
will thus viclate his' duty?. -This. would
be at ‘war with every principle of - justioo
. 1 g RS
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it is to be regretted, with great loss and

| stitutional remedy it must be on the prin-

reason for au immediate dissolution of the | T

Ouly three daysafter my inéngumtion.
| framed, .with the greatest deliberation and

the Union. Then, and not till; then, are,

nate Territoria] legislation, Werc it oth-/

15th aiticle it is exp

'{ NO. 50, "

aud of Christian charity. - Let us wsit for
the overt act, The ive Blave law
has been carried Into exccution in every
contested case gince the commencement of |
the present Administration; th often

¢

inconvenienoe to the master, and with con.

siderable expense to .the Government.—
Let us trust that the  State. tures
will repeal their unconstitutions! and ob-

noxious enactments. Unless this shall be
done without unnecessary delay it is im-
ible for any human power to save the

nion, , . :
The Southern States, standing on the
bazls of the Constitition, have a right to

demand this act of justice from the States
of the North, Should it be refused, ther
the Constitution, to which all the States
are parties, will have been wilfully viola-
ted by one portion of them in'a.provision
essential to the domestic security and

happiness of tho remainder. Inthat event,
the mjured Staites, after having first used
all peaceful and: constitutional means to
obtain redress, would be justified.in rev:
olutionary resistance to theGovernment of
the Union. L

.1 have purposely confined my remarks
to revolutionary resistance, becausg jt has
been claimed within the last. few years

that any State, whenever this shall be its
sovereign will and pleastre, ‘may secede
from the Union, in accordance with the
Constitntion, and without any violation of
the ‘constitutional “rights of the othen
members of the Confederacy. That as
each became parties to the Union by the
'vote of its own people assembled in Con-
vention, 50 any one of them may retire
from the Unionin a similar manner by the

vote of such Convention, ‘
In order to justify secession as-a con-

ciple that the Federal Goveronent is a
mere.voluntary association of States, to
be dissolved at pleasure by ang one of
the contracting partics. If this be so the
Confederacy is a rope of sand, to be pene-
trated and :dissolved by the first adverse
wave of public opinion in any of the States.
this manner our.-thirty-three States
may resolve themsklves into 2s . manj
petty, jarring and hostile Repablics, encK
one retiring from the Union, without re-
sponsibility, whenever any sudden excite-
ment might impel thetn to such a cotrse.
By this process a Union might be entire-
ly broken into fragments in a-few weeks,
which cost our forefsthers many years of
toil, privation and bleod to establish.
Such n_prideiple is wholly inconsistent
with the-history as well as the -character
of the Fedoral Constitotion. After it was

care,’it was submitted to conventions of
pco(ﬁlje of the several States for ratifica-
tion. Tts provisions .were discnssed nt
length in these bodies, composed of the
first men of the country. 1ts opponents
contended that it conferred powers upon
the Federal Government dangerous to the
rights of the.States, while its advocates
maintained that under a fair construction
of the instrument 'there was no founda-
tion for such apprehensions. In thatmigh-
tiv1 struggle betweén the first intellects of
this of any other country, it never occur-
red to any individual either among its
opponents or advocates, to agsert, or even
to intimate, that their efforts were all vain
Iabor, because the moment that any State
felt berself agrieved’ she might secede
from the Union. "What a crushing argu.
ment would ‘this -have proved . against
these who dreaded that the rights of the
States would be endangered by the Con-
stitution. “The trath 1s, that it was not
till many years after the origin of the Fed-
eral Government that such a proposition
was first advaneed. . It was then met and
refuted by the conclusive srguments of
Genéral Jackson, who, in hisfmessage of
‘16th January, 1833, transmitting ‘the nul-
lifying ordinance of South Carolina to
Congress, cmnploys the following language: |
“The right of the people.of a single State
to absolve thémselves at will, and without |
the consent of the other States, from their
most $plemn obligations, and hazard the
liberty and happiness of the millions cori-
posing this U‘;)ion,. cannot be. acknowl-
cdged. Such anthorit‘y;
utterly repugnant both to the principles
upon which_the General Government is
constitnted and to the objects which it
was ¢éxpressly formed to attain.” |
Jtis not pretended that any- clause. fu
the Constitution gives countenance. fo
such.a theory, It is altogether founded
upon inference, not from_any language
contained in- the instrument itself, but
from the sovereign character of the severnl
States by which it was ratified. Bat is it
beyond the ;i)ower of a State, like an indi-
vidual, to yield a.portion of its soverej
rights to .secure the remainder? In the
language of Mr. Madisorn, who has been {
called the father of tho ~Constitution:
“It was formed i)g,the States—that is,
by the people of each of the States, acting
in their highest sovereign capacity; an
formed consequently by the same author-
ity which formed the State Constitutions.
* Nor is the Goveromeiit of the Unitéd
States, created by the Constitution, legs o
Government in' the strict- senso of thie
term, within tho sphere of its powers,than
the Governinents created by the-Constis
tutions of the States aro, within their sev-
eral spheres,. It-is; like them, organized
into- logislative, executive .and jud
departménts. 1t operates, Like them, di-
rectly on. persons and- things; and, like
them, it has at command & Fbysneal forca
:'o!",‘oxecuth\g the powors committed to
It was intended to be ctual, and
not to be annulled at the pleasure of an
ono of the qontmoting. ‘partics. The o
articles of confederation were antitled,

-

, i xprossly declared that
“the “articles of this Confedvration shall
be inviolably observed by evéry Staté,
and the ‘Union' shall be perpetual.” ~The
reamble to the Constitution of the United
tates, having express referenco to' the
n:ticlesoqunisednmtion,r ites that it wis
established “in order to form a more pe

foot unlon,” And yet it Is contended tha

this- “more perfect union” does not in.
clude-the essential gttribute of perpet;itgo

.- 'But that the union was designed
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Justices’ and Conistables’ Bt

nature and extent of - the pgwers confer.
red by the Constitution on the Federal.
Government,  Theso powers embracé the
very highest attributes of national sove
reiguty. They place both the sword and
purse under its control. Cong 3. hay
power to make war, and to make pescey
to raise and support srmies and navies,
and to eonclude treaties with foreign gove

to coin money, and to regulate the valog

thereof, and toregilate commercé. with.

foreign nations, and smong the several
States. It is not necessary to enumerpte .
the other high powers which have been -
conferred npon the Federal Government.
In order to-carry the enumerated powers

i pey preverd © gt oo

aotios. -, -

S

ernments. It Is invested with the power,

into effect, Con posasess the exclusive *
right to lay a.ng collect

and in common with the States to lay
colleet all other taxes.. . -

' But theConstitution has ot only con.:
ferred these high owernﬂon Congress,
but it has- adopted effoctual meana to re-.
strain the States from intetfering with
their exercise. For that purpose it has, .
in strong prohibitorglzm uage, expressly
decldired that “no State shall enter into

grant lettteérs of marque and reprisal § coin
monsy; emit :
thing but gold and. silver coin a tender
in payment of debts ;- pass mny bill of at-
tainder, ez post facto law, or law imparing

“without the .consent of Congress no.
State shall lay -any impost _or duties,
on any importa or exports; except what
may be - absolately necessary for execu-
ting its inspection laws;” .and, if they
excced this amount, the excéss shall be.

| long to the United Statcs. *

“"And “no State shall, withont the con- :
sent of Congress, lay any duty of tonage;

peace; enter into any a ent or com. -
pact with another State, or with afor.
erign power; or eugage in. war, unless

duties on impo:t:g o

bills of credit; make apy.' |

the obligation ‘of contracts.” Moreover, -

keep troops, or ships of war, in time of | -

actually invaded, or in: such imminent

danger. as will not.admit of delay.? ..

- In oider still. farther to segure the un- -

interupted exercise of these, high pow-
ers againsg _State interposition, it is pro-
vided “thatythis Constitutionr and the.
lzws of the United States which shall bs -
made in pursuance thereof, and all trea.”
ties made, or which ‘shall bie made, usder
the authority of the United States, shall
be thie.suprems law of the-land ; and the
Judges in every State shall be bound -

.| thereby, anything in the Constititiea or -

laws of any State -to .
withstanding.” L MR
The solemn sanction of refigion has been -
superadded to the. obligation of official °
daty, and all Senators and Representa~

the contrary not.’

State Legislatures, and g3l executive and.
Jjudicial | officers, “both of -the United
States and of the severnl States, shall be
bound by oath or affirmation to support
this Constitution.” roL t
-Jn orderto earry into cfiect these powers
the Constitution has established a perfect -
‘Government in-all its forms, Legislative,
FExécutive and Judicial; and this Governy.
ment, to the extent of its powers, acts di-
rectly upon the individual citizen of every

the ageney of its own officers.  Irthisres -
spect it differs entirely-from the Govern-
.meant under the ol@ Confederation, which
was confined to making requisitions on the -

left it in tho Qiscretion of each whether to

comply with such requisitions. It -thus »

became necessary, for the purpese of re.

movjng this. barrier, and “in order to

form a more pefect Union,” to establish

a Government which-could. act directly -

upon the pe {

without the intermediate agency- of the

States. This has been sccomplished by .

the Constithtion of the Uﬁi}ed States. . ..
In short, the Government created by

‘tives of the United States, all thembersof - -

\

 State, and executes its own decrees by -« .

States in their sovereign character: " This~

obey or refuse, and they often declined to - -

{)cqpln and execute its own laws. - -

the Constitution, and deriving its author- . -

ity -from the sovereign people of each of

the sovocal States, has precisely the same =

right to 'exercise ité power:over the peo- -
ple of all these States; in the ciumerated -
cases, that each one of them possesses -

States, but “reserved to the Btates, re-
spectively, or-to the people.”. -
To the extént-of the delegated powers.
the Constitution of the United Statesisaa
much a part of the Constitution of each-
States, and is as binding upon its pecple,

a8 though it had been'textually inserted-

therein.

is believed to-be | over subjects not delegated to the United .

“This Government, thercfore, is a great -

and powerful- Government, invested.with -
all the attributes of sovereignty over the -

Special-subjects to whicl its authority ex. -

tends. _ Its framers noter intended to im-
plant in its bosom tho seeds of its own de--
struction, nor were théy at its creation
gnilty of the.absurdity of providing for
its own digsolution, It was not intended -
by its farmers to be the baselesa fabric of -.
a’visioniwhich, at the tonch of the enchan. -
ter, would vanish into thin air, but a
substantial .and mighty fubric, capable of
resisting the slow decay of time sad'of
deétying the stormis of ages. | Indeed, well-
may the jealouspatriots of .that day have |

induiged fears that a government of such-

high powers might violate the rezerved

gifhts of_the States, and wisely did they - -
a

opt tho rule of a'strict construction of -
owers to prevent danger! But
they d? !
to imagine, that the Conslitution would.
ever be..so interpreted as to-enable any
State, by her own. act, and_withoat the-
aid of her sister States, to.discharge her
all or any of her Federal ob-

- It may bo asked, then, are the p of
the States without redress a8 the
pression of the . Federal
overnment? By nomeans. The'right
of resistance on tho part of the governed:
againgt_tho opprossion -of their- Govern.
ments cannot be denied. "It exists inde.
dently of all Conatitutions, and has
g:n‘ exercised at. all periods of the world's-
history. ‘Under it old Governments have
been?eatro'yod, and new ones have taken -
their place. . It is emibodisd in strongand
expresaivs language in our own Delara.
tian of Independence. But the ditinotion ™
must ever be obsorved, that this iBMo.z\
iog"against an established Government;:

perpetual sppears sonclusively from

i
4

82 0o}, & voluntary scccasio froms. iv: by

d not fear, nor had they any reason



